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Part 5 Chapter 8: Apostilles and Authentications 
 
Rule 8.1  Authentications   On a notarized document sent to another state or nation, evidence of 
the authenticity of the official seal and signature of a notary of this [State], if required 

A.  a certificate of authority from the Secretary of State and authenticated as necessary by 
additional certificates from United States and/or foreign government agencies; or  
B. in the case of a notarized document to be used in a nation that has signed and ratified 
the Hague Convention Abolishing the Requirement of Legalization for Foreign Public 
Documents of October 5, 1961, an Apostille from the Secretary of State in the form 
prescribed by the Convention. 

 
Rule 8.1.1 Refusal.  The Secretary of State may refuse certification for a document when it has 
good reason to believe that the certification is desired for an unlawful or improper purpose.  It is 
therefore, the duty of the Authentication Officer to examine the document, as may be necessary 
to establish that the requested authentication is appropriate and not in contrary to public interest. 
 
Source:  Section 25-33-1 et seq. Mississippi Code of 1972 as amended. 
 
Rule 8.2 Certificate of Authority. 

A certificate of authority evidencing the authenticity of the official seal and signature of a 
notary of this [State] shall be substantially in the following form: 


