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§ 23-15-153. Revising books, compensation of conunissioners;..., MS ST § 23-15-183

West’'s Annotated Mississippi Code
Title 23. Elections
Chapter 15, Mississippi Eleetion Code (Refs & Annos)
Artlicle 3. Voter Registration
Subarticle F. Purging

Miss. Code Ann. § 23

§ 23-15-153. Revising books, compensation of commissioners; certification

Cursenlnass

(1) At the following times, the commissioners of election shall meet at the office of the registrar and carefully revise the
registration books and the polibooks of the several voting precincts, and shall erase from those books the names of alt persons
erroneously on the books, or who have died, removed or become disqualified as electors from any cause; and shall regisler
the names of all persons who have duly applied to be regisiered and have been iltiegally denied registration:

(a) On the Tuesday after the second Monday in Janvary 1987 and every following year;

(b) On the first Tuesday in the month immediately preceding the first primary election for congressmen in the years when
congressmen are elecied;

{c) On the first Monday in the mon(h immediately preceding the {irst primary election for state, state district legislative,
county and county district offices in the years in which those offices are elected; and

(&) On the second Monday of September preceding the general election or regular special eleclion day in years in which a
general election is not conducted.

Except for the names of those persons who are duly qualified to vote in the election, no name shall be perinilted to remain on
the registration books and poilbaoks; however, no name shall be erased from the registration books or pollbooks based on a
change in the residence of an elector except in accordance with procedures provided for by the National Voter Registration
Act of 1993 that are in effect at the time of such erasure. Except as otherwise provided by Section 23-15-573, no person shail
vote at any election whose pame is not on the pollbook. '

(2} Except as provided in this scction, and subject to the following annual lmitations, the commissioners of elcetion shall be
entitled to receive a per diem in the amount of Eighty-four Dollars ($84.00), to be paid from the county general fund, for
every day or period of no less than five (5) hours accumulated over two (2} or more days acinally employed in the
performance of their duties in the conduct of an election or actually employed in the performance of their duties for the
necessary time spent in the revision of the regisiration books and polibooks as required in subsection (1) of this section:

(a) 1n counties having less than fifleen thousand {15,000) residents according to the latest federal decennial census, not
more than fifly {50) days per year, with no more than fifleen (15) additional days allowed for the conduct of cach ¢lection
in excess of one (1) occurring in any calendar year;

{b) In counties having fifteen thousand (15,000} residents according to the latest federal decennial census but less than
thirty thousand (30,000} residents according lo the latest federal decennial census, not inore than seventy-five (75) days per
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§ 23-15-153. Revising books, compensation of commissioners;..., MS ST § 23-15-183

year, with no more than twenty-five {25) additional days allowed for the conduel of cach clection in excess of one (1)
occutring in any calendar year;

{c) In counties having thirty thousand (30,000) residents according to the latest federal decennial census but less than
sevenly thousand (70,000} residents according to the latest federal decennial census, not more than one hundred (100) days
per year, with no more than thirty-five (35) additional days allowed for the conduct of each election in excess of one (I}
occurring in any calendar year,

{d) In counties having seventy thousand (70,000) residents according to the latest federal decennial census but less than
ninety thousand (90,000) residents according to ihe latest federal decennial census, not more than one hundred twenty-five
{125) days per year, with ne more than forty-five (45) additional days allowed for the conduct of each election in excess of
one (1) oceurring in any calendar year;

{e) In counties having ninety thousand (90,0007 residents according to the latest federal decennial census but less than one
hundred seventy thousand (170,000) residenis according to the latest federal decennial census, not more than one hundred
fifty (150) days per year, with no more than fifty-five (55) additional days allowed for the conduct of ¢ach clection in
excess of one (1) eccurring in any calendar year;

{f) 1o counties baving one hundred seventy thousand (170,000) residents according to the latest federal decennial census
but less than 1wo hundred thousand {200,000) residents according to the lutest federal decenniad census, not more than one
hundred seventy-five (175) days per year, with no more than sixty-five (65) additional days allowed for the conduct of
each election in excess of one (1) oceurring in any calendar year;

{g) In counties having two hundred thousand (200,000) residents according to the latest federal decennial census bud less
than fwo hundred twenty-five thousand (225,000) residents according to the latest federal decennial census, nol more than
one hundred ninety (190) days per year, with no more than sevenly-five (75) additional days allowed for the conduct of
cach election in excess of one (1) occurring in any calendar year;

{h) In counties having two hundred twenty-live thousand (225,000) residents according to the latest federal decennial
census but less than two hundred fifty thousand (250,000} residents according to the fatest federal decennial census, not
more than two hundred fifteen (213) days per year, with no more than cighty-five (85) additional days allowed for the
conduct of each election in excess of one (1} occwrring in any calendar year,

(i} In counties having two hundred fifty thousand (250,000) residents according to the fatest federal decenniat census but
less than two hundred seventy-five thousand (275,008) residents according to the latest federal decennial census, not more
than two hundred thirty (230) days per year, with no more than ninety-five (95) additional days allowed for {he conduct of
each election in excess of one (1} occurring in any calendar year;

(j) In counties having two hundred sevenly-five thousand (275,000) residents according to the latest federal decennial
census or more, not more than two hundred forty (240) days per year, with no more than one hundred five (105) additiona}
days allowed For the conduct of each election in excess of one (I} occurring in any calendar year.

(3) In addition to the number of days authorized in subscction (2) of this section, the board of supervisors of a county may
authorize, in its discretion, the commissioners of election to receive a per diem in the amount provided for in subsection (2)
of this section, (o be paid from the county general fund, for every duy or period of no less than five (5) hours accumulated
over two (2) or morc days actually employed in the performance of their duties in the conduct ol an election or actually
employed in the performance of their duties for the necessary time spent in the revision of the registration books and
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poltbaoks as required in subsection (1) of this section, for not to exceed five {5) days.

(4)(2) The commissioners of election shall be entitled to receive a per diem in the amount of Eighty-four Dollars ($84.00), to
be paid from the county general fund, not to exceed ten (10} days for every day or period of no less than five (5) hours
accumulated over lwo (2) or more days actually employed in the performance of their duties for the necessary {ime spent in
the revision of the registration books and pollbooks prior to any special clection. For purposes of this paragraph, the regular
special election day shall not be considered a special election. The annual limitations set forth in subsection (2) of this section
shall not apply to this paragraph,

{b) The commissioners of clection shall be entitled to receive a per diem in the amount of One Hundred Fifty Dollars
{$150.00), to be paid from the county general fund, for the performance of their duties on the day of any general or special
clection. The annual limitations set forth in subsection (2) of this section shall apply to this paragraph.

(5) The commissioners of efection shall be entitled to receive a per diem in the amount of Eighty-four Dollars (884.00), to be
paid from the county general fund, not to exceed fourteen (i4) days for every day or period of no less than five {5) hours
accumidated over two (2) or more days actually employed in the performance of their duties for the necessary time spent in
the revision of the registration books, pollbooks and in the conduct of a runoff election following either a general or special
election.

(6) The commissioners of eleclion shall be entitled to receive only one (1) per diem payment for those days when the
commissioners of election discharge more than one (1) duty or responsibility on the same day.

(7) The county registrar shall prepare the pollbooks and the county commissioners of clection shall prepare the registration
books of each municipality located within the county pursuant to an agreemenl between the county and each municipality in
the county. The county commissioners of election and the county registrar shall be paid by each municipality for the actual
cost of preparing registration books and pollbooks for the municipality and shall pay each county commissioner of election a
per diem in the amount provided for in subsection (2} of this section for each day or period of not less than live (5) hours
accumulated over two (2) or more days the commissioners are actually employed in preparing the registration books for the
municipality, not to exceed five (5) days. The county commissioners of election and county registrar shall provide copies of
the registration books and pollbooks fo the municipal clerk of each municipality in the county. The municipality shall pay the
county registrar for preparing and printing the pollbocks. A municipality may secure “read only” access 1o the Statewide
Centralized Voter System and print its own polibooks using this information; however, county commissioners of election
shall remain responsible for preparing registration books for municipalities and shali be paid for this duty in accordance with
this subsection,

(8) County commissioners of clection who perform the duties of an executive committee with regard 1o the conduct of a
primary election under a wrilten agreement authorized by law (o be entered into with an executive commitiee shall receive
per diem as provided for in subsection (2) of this section. The days that county commissioners of election are employed in the
conduct of a primary election shall be treated the same as days county commissioners of election are employed in the conduct
of other elections.

(9) Every commissioner of election shalt sign personally a certification setting forth the number of hours actually worked in
the performance of the commissioner’s official duties and for which the commissioner seeks compensation. The certification
must be on a form as prescribed in this subsection. The commissioner’s signature is, as a matter of law, made under the
conunissioner’s oath of office and under penalties of perjury,

The certification form shall be as follows:
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COUNTY ELECTION COMMISSIONER

PER DIEM CLAIM FORM

NAMEL itrssbmmmmes et cie bt b bt st st s ratrasts e pest sy baarans COUNTY D covosrmreressmmsserssssenss st et sesess b sasssesarmassasss et s ssnssessosss s

ADDRESS: st msnibis s s s s ssissatsss s sasnssass DISTRICT! oo massmariss s s ssssssstsssasst s ssstas s

PURPOSE APPLICABLE ACTUAL
DATE BEGINNING ENDING OF MS CODE HOURS

WORKED TIME TIME WORK SECTION WORKED

TOTAL NUMBER OF PER DIEM DAYS CARNED
EXCLUDING ELECTION DAYS
PER DIEM RATE PER DAY EARNED x 84.00

TOTAL NUMBER PER DIEM DAYS EARNED

FOR ELECTION DAYS

PER DIEM

DAYS

EARNED
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PER DIEM RATE PER DAY EARNED x 150.00

TOTAL AMOUNT OF PER DIEM CLAIMED SO,

1 understand that T am signing this document under my oath as a commissioner of election and under penalties of perjury.

} understand that [ am requesting payment from taxpayer funds and that | have an obligation to be specific and nuthful as to
the amount of bours worked and the compensation I am requesting.

Signed this the ... day of .............. R

Commissioner’s Signature :
When properly completed and signed, the certification must be filed with the clerk of the county board of supervisors before
any paymeot may be made. The certification will be a public record available for inspection and reproduction immediately

upon the oral or written request of any person.

Any person may contest the accuracy of the certification in any respect by notifying the chairman of the conmnission, any
member of the board of supervisors or the clerk of the board of supervisors of such contest at any time before or after
payment is made, If the contest is made before payment is made, no payment shall be made as to the contested corlificate
untii the contest is finally disposed of. The person filing the contest shall be entitled to a full hearing, and the clerk of the
beard of supervisors shall issue subpeenas upon request of the contestor compelling the attendance of witnesses and
production of docnments and things. The contestor shalf have the right to appeal de novo (o the circuit court of the involved
county, which appeal must be perfected within thirty (30} days from a final decision of the commission, the clerk of the board
of supervisors or the board of supervisors, as the case may be.

Any contestor who successfully contests any certification wilt be awarded all expenses incident to his contest, together with
reasonable attorney’s fees, which will be awarded upon petition to the chancery court of the involved county upon final
disposition of the contest before the election commission, board of supervisors, clerk of the board of supervisars, or, in case
of an appeal, final disposition by the court. The commissioner against whom the contest is decided shall be liable for the
payinent of the expenses and attorney’s fees, and the county shall be jointly and severally liable for same,

{10) Any commissioner of election who has not received a certificate issued by the Secretary of State pursuant to Section
23-15-211 indicating that the commissioner of election has received the required elections seminar instruction and that the
commissioner of election is fully qualified to conduct an election, shall not receive any compensation authorized by this
section, Section 23-15-491 or Section 23-15-239,

Credits

Laws 1986, Ch, 495, § 43; Amended by Laws 1987, Ch. 499, § [5; Laws 1988, Ch. 389, § |; Laws 1993, Ch. 510, § |; Laws
1994, Ch. 590, § 2, eff. July 11, 1994; Laws 2000, Ch. 430, § 4, eff. August 11, 2000; Laws 2001, Ch, 414, § 1, &iT’ June 20,
2001; Laws 2062, Ch, 444, § 1, eff. July 1, 2002. Amended by Laws 2004, Ch. 305, § 12, eff. July 12, 2004; Laws 2006, Ch.
502, § 2, ffl June 29, 2006; Laws 2007, Ch. 434, § 4, off. June 15, 2007; Laws 2010, Ch. 377, § 1, eill June 21, 2010; Laws
2013, Ch, 413 (5.B. 2238), § 1; Laws 2013, Ch. 456 (S.B. 2311), § 1.

Editors® Notes

EFFECTIVE DATE




§ 23 15 153 Rewsmg books compematmn of comrmssmners. “ MS ST § 23-15-153

<This section was amended effective upon effectuation under Section 5 of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, See
Shelby County, Ala. v. Holder, 2013, 133 5.C1. 2612, 186 L.Ed.2d. 651. >

Relevani Notes of Decisions (38)
View all 83
Notes of Decisions tisted below centain your search termns,

Construetion and application

Training days such as are required by Sections 23-15-531.7 and 23-15-491 are separate from the revising and purging the poll
books under Section 2 3. Op.Atty.Gen. No. 2007-00273, tvy, June 1, 2007, 2007 WL 2019787,

The amendment of Section 23-15-153 by Laws 2006, Ch. 592 (Senate Bill 2291) does not change that basic role of the
county board of election commissioners as described in that Section. Op.Atty. Gen. No. 2007-00273, vy, June L, 2007, 2007
WL 2019787,

Section 23-15-153 does nol encompass primary elections because county clection commissioners have no duties in the
conduct of primaries, however, the revision of the poll books for a primary election pursuant to Section 23-15-127 would
entitle a county election commissioner to be compensated pursuant to Section 23-15-13 "3 subject to the annual Hinitation
specified therein. Op.Atty Gen. No, 2000-0594, McLeod, October 13, 2000,

The Municipality is not reguired to obtain the approval of the United States Depwr:m_ent of Justice before any changes are
made to the Voting Rolls. The proper guidelines 1o follow are found in Section 23-15-153. Counties are required to make
submissions of any plan to purge for non-voling pursuant to Section 23-15-159. Op Atty Gen. No. 93-0593, Zebert, Sept, 15,
1993,

Construction with other laws

Based on the language of Sections 23-15-183, 23-15-239, and 23-15-491, if the Legiskature had intended for maximum
number of per diem days which can be claimed to apply to the entire group of five election commissioners, that number {o be
allocated among them, then the statutes would have read the “election commission shail be entitled to receive a per diem in
the amoumnt of Eighly—fmlr dollars (384 00).” Whereas in these Sections, the constituent members of the election commission
are the “commissioners of election,” while a reference to the body as a whole is normally to “the election commission,” Also,
the fact the “Per Diem Claim Form” printed in Section 23-15-153 (7) makes no reference or accommodation to the fact that it
the per diem day maximum appited to the cominission as a whole, then the per diem days would have to be somehow
aliocaled among the election commission members. Accordingly, where those Sections refer to the maximum number of per
diem days which the ‘commissioners of election’ are entitled to claim, those maximums apply to individual election
cominissioners and not to the election commission as a body, Op.Atty.Gen. No. 2008-00470, Hafter, August 29, 2008, 2008
WL 4140525,

While state law governs the purging of names from the voter registration books and poll books, Section 23-15-153
specifically requires compliance with the National Voter Registration Act of 1993 (NVRA) when purging is based on a
change of residence. Op.Atty.Gen. No. 2006-00620, Jones, December 8, 2006, 2006 WL 4038563.

Meeting times

Pursuant to Section 2.3 53, names may be purged from the voter rolls for purposes of state and local elections without
regard to the federal deadline; however, voters whose names are purged pursuant to state law after the August 7 deadline wili
be allowed to vote for federal offices only. Op.Alty.Gen. No. 96-0595, Allsup, Aug. 23, 1996.
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Minutes of meetings

Since Section 23- 5-153 requires counly clection commissions to meet in the office of the county registrar (circuit clerk) to
revise the voter registration records, the minutes of the commissions should be available as a public record in the office of the
circuit clerk. Op.Atty.Gen. No. 2008-00086, Robinson, March 14, 2008, 2008 WL 965680,

Location of records

There is no statutory provision that requires a county clection commission to file its minutes in the office of the chancery
clerk. Section 2 3 provides that a county election commission is required to perform its purging activities in the office
of the registrar, who by Section 23-15-211¢1} is the circuit clerk. Also, the circuit clerk is required by Sections 23-15-225 and
23-15-235 to assist the election comunission in the performance of its duties. Therefore, the minutes of a county election
commission should be available as a public record in the office of the circuit elerk. Op.Atty.Gen. No. 2006-00170, Mitchell,

December 13, 2006, 2006 WL 4033583,

Methed of purging rolis

Even wher; there presently is no such book compiling such matiers, the election commission is still responsible under
Section 23-1 i(1) for removing disenfranchised felons from the voter rolls from other sources, such as the docket book in
this office that contains the felony criminal cases before our ¢ircuit court. Furthermore, Section 23-15-19 requires the circuit
clerk as county registrar to erase from the registration records the name of any person convicted of any disenfranchising
crime, Op.Atty.Gen, No., 2003-05535, Allen, October 24, 2003.

The procedures for purging voter rolls as described in Section 33-15-153, apply to Municipal Voting Rolls; and, there are no
separate guidelines established specifically for Municipal Voting Rolls. Op.Atty.Gen. No. 93-0593, Zebert, Sept. 15, 1993,

The voter rolls used in municipal elections must accurately reflect only the names of persons eligible 10 vote in said elections,
Whether the municipal election commission chooses to work from the existing municipal rolls or adopt the applicable pertion
of the county rolls as the offictal municipal rolls, proper purging as required by Seclion 2 3 is essential. Op.Aity.Gen.
No. 93-0498, Balch, July 14, 1993,

The Election Commissioners may lawfully use mass mailing to acquire information for purging the voter rolls pursuant to
Section 53 since a municipality may purge its voter registration books by making a factual determination that a voter
does nol reside al the address listed on his or her registration; however, fulure legislation might require that those persons
whose postcards come back as undeliverable be placed on an inactive list for a period of two successive federal elections
prior to being removed from the registration books. Op.Atty.Gen. No. 98-149, Exum-Peity, March 20, 1998,

Change of residency

Pursuant to Section 23-15-153, a county election commission has the duty to remove the names of individuals who have
established residency outside the county from the voter registration records. Op.Atty,Gen, No, 94-0249, Elliott, May 25,
1694,

Compensation, generally

There is no state statuie setting the compensation of municipal election commissioners, Assuming that said compensation is
not specilically stated in the Special Charter of the City and that a section of that charter relating to compensation of ofticers
is applicable, the governing authorities may lawfully set the compensation of the municipal e!echon comrissioners at the
same rate and within the guidelines established by Section 23-18-153 for county election commissioners. Op.Atty.Gen. No.
2006-004535, Turnage, September 15, 2000, 2006 WL 3147015,
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connection with a primary election subject to the limitations set forth in Section 23-1 . Therefore, a Circuit Clerk may
claim the same number of statutory days for assisting the county excoutive committees as !hey ¢laim for assisting the county
election commission. Op.Alty.Gen. No. 2006-00191, Mitchell, May 12, 20006, 2006 WL 1966801,

The demonstration of DRE voting machines in accordance with Section 23-15-331.7 constitutes an integral part of the
conduct of an election by a county election commission. Therefore, individual county clection commissioners are entitled to
per diem compensation pursuant to Section 23-15-153 for conducting such demonstrations, Op.Atty.Gen. No. 2006-0065,
Robinson, February 24, 2006, 2006 WL 1900661,

Per diem--In general

Where Sections 23—15 153, 23-15-239, and 23-15-491 refer to the maximum number of per diem days which the
“commissioners of election” are entitled to claim, those maximums apply to individual election commissioners and not to the
election commission as a body. Op.Atty.Gen. No. 2008-00470, Hafter, August 29, 2008, 2008 WI1. 4140525,

If the facts are that the party executive committee actually programined the voling machines and the circuit clerk provided
assistance in such programming, the circuit clerk, pursuant to Seclion 23-15-225(3), would be entitled to claim per diem for

gach day or period of not less th'm five (5) hours accumulated over two or more days the clerk engaged in such activity
subject fo the limitation on days set forth in Section 3. Op.Atty.Gen, 2008-00289, Dulancy, June 13, 2008, 2008 WL
2637397,

The deiivcry of the DRE unils lo polling places for special and general elections is a statutory duty of the county election
commissioners that constitutes a part of the dutics for which they may claim a per diem subject to the provisions and
limitations of Section 23-1 -153 wilhout prior approval of the board of supervisors. Op.Alty.Gen. No. 2008-00086,
Robinson, March 14, 2008, 2008 WL 965680,

individual county eclection commissioners are entitled to per diem compensation pursuant to Section 23-15-153 for
conducting demonstration of the new clectronic voting machines in accordance with Section 23-15-531.7. Towever, election
conmnissioners musl insure that they properly allocate their days in a manner that will allow them to properly perforim all
other duties relating to the revision of the registration books and poll books and the proper conduct of eiections. Op.Atty.Gen.
No, 2007-00273, lvy, June 1, 2007, 2007 W1 2019787,

Mdndfxtory demonstrations of voting machines are an integral part of the conduct of an election and that commissioners
giving those demonstrations are entitled to per diem compensation as provided in Section

CQ 3 subject to the limitation
on days set forth therein. However, Section 23

53 (2) provides that the per diem of $70.00 is for every day or period of
no less thai five (5) hours accumulated over two (2) or more days actually employed in (he performance of their duties in the
conduct of an clection. Op.Atty.Gen. No. 2006-00196, Wilcinon, May 26, 2006, 2006 WL 1966825,

Where, due to a challenge of a sheriff’s election and the judicial ordering of a recount, the election commissioners have
exhausted the annval 75 days allotment, there is no!hmg in the statutes that would allow a county board of supervisors (o
authorize per diem for election commissioners for days in excess of that provided for by Section 23-13-153. The mandate of
the court must be met even if it means the commissioners must work beyond normal hours each of their remaining days.

Op.Atty.Gen. No. 2004-05%4, Porter, December 10, 2004,

The code sections cited in Section 23-15-266 authorize agreements between clerks or election commissions and party
executive commitices to train poll workers, appeint poll workers, distribute ballot boxes, have ballots printed, distribute
ballols andfor receive and canvass election returns. Performing one or more of these dutics in connection with primary
elections does not constitute performing official duties of a county eleclion commission for which per diem is authorized
pursuant to Section 23 53 or any other statute. However, such agreements may contain provisions whereby the executive
committee agrees to compensate commissioners, although Section 23-13-299(6) restricts the use of qualifving fees collected
by party executive commiltees to the reimbursement of travel expenses of its members and ils secretary and a salary for the
secrctary. Op Aity.Gen. No. 2001-0638, Robertson, October 12, 2001,

Coumy electlon commlss:oners are enulied to cl'nm per diem days ﬁ)r revxsmg the reglstratlou booI\s 'md polibooks durmg,
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calendar year 2001 up to the maximum number amhon?f:d by House Bill 685 (Laws 2001, Ch. 4 M amendmg Section
23-15-1

work is performt.d and documenled as rcqurrcd by law. Per diem days authorized and hwfuliy claimed for special elections
prior to hune 13, such as the flag election, do not count against the total days authorized under the new law. Op.Atty.Gen. No.
2001-0598, Scott, September 21, 2001.

The number of per diem days county e!e clion commissioners may Jawfully claim is that prescribed by House Bill 685 (Laws
2001, Ch. 414, amending Section 23-18-153), based on the population figures of the 2000 federal decennial census provided
that all hours worked are actually requlred performed and documented as required by law. There is no requirement to
pro-rate the number of days for calendar year 2001 between the “old law” and the “new law”, and per diem days specifically
authorized and lawfully claimed for special elections prior to June 13 do not count against the total days authorized under the
new faw. Op.Atty.Gen. No. 2001-0598, Scoit, September 21, 2001,

The statntory provisions in cffect on April 17, 2081 are controBing as to the number of per diem days county election
commissioners may lawfully claim. Therefore, the commissioners of a county with 30,000 qualified electors on April 17,
2001 would be cntitled to claim a maximum of 45 days (35 days for conducting the flag election and 10 days for revising the
poll books for a special election). House Bill 685, {Laws 2001, ¢. 414, amending Section 23 53) did not grant any
additional days for the April 17 flag referendum or any other election conducted prior to June 13. Op.Atty.Gen. No.
2001-0598, Scott, September 21, 2001,

Any per diem earned for work by county election commissioners in connection with revising primary election poll books
would count against the annual limitation set forth in Section 2 133, and no per diem pursuant to Section 2
could be earned with regard to a primary election because county election cominissioners have no duties other than rewsmg,
poli books in the conduct of primaries. Op.Atty.Gen. No. 2000-0594, MclLeod, October 13, 2000.

The commissioners are enfitled to compensation for 4 certain number of days actually employed in the performance of their
duties in the conduct of an e]ection under Section % 153(4). The number of days that election commissionera are allowed

there is no authority for increasing the statutory number of d'iys authorized b)' sa:d stalute. Op. Atiy Gen No 94- 0493

Crawford, Aug. 10, 1994,

Section 25-3-69 and not Section 2; 33, governs the amount of the per diem to be paid the election commissioners for the
first day of attendance at the annual c!ecuon raining seminar. Section 23-15-211(4} specifically states that the per diem to be
paid the election commissioners by the board of supervisors is for only the first day of their attendance at the election training
seminar with no compensation for subsequent days of altendance. Op.Atty.Gen. Gex, March 2, 1989,

~~— Carry-over, per diem

As to whether, with regard to primary elections, the per diem compensation of a county election commissioner would count
against the total per diem compensation allowed under Section 23 J, a per diem mity be earned in one of two ways.
First, a period of not less than five (5) hours during a particular day would entitle a commissioner to a per diem. Second, a
period of less than five (5) hours worked during a particular day may be carried forward and added to other periods of less
than five (5) hours. Once a total of five (5) hours is accumulated over a period of lwo (2) or more days, the commissioner
would also be entitled to a per diem. Op. Atty.Gen. No. 2000-0594, McLeod, October 13, 2000,

Training events

The CElection Commissioners Association of Mississippi (ECAM) could lawfully sponsor one or more training events for its
members, and election commissioners attending a training event sponsored by ECAM would be entitled to receive a per diem
as prescribed by Section 23-18-153 provided a training ccmf cale from ECAM is received and provided the six day limit is

not exceeded. Op.Atty.Gen. No. 2002-0026, Phillips, February 1, 2002.
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Travel expenses

There is no anthority for county election cominissioners to be reimbursed for travel expenses on election days or for the
payment of mileage in addition to the per diem authorized by Section 23-1‘: 153 Election commissioners may be reimbursed
for travel expenses when they perform duties other than purging registration books and conducting elections, provided it is
first approved by the board of supervisers in accordance with Section 23-3-41. Op.Alty.Gen. No, 2001-0062, Lamar County
Election Commission, February 16, 2001,

Redistricting

There is no authority for a board of supervisors to compensate commissioners for redistricting work over and above their
regular “purging” duties for which compensation is provided for in Section 2 $3 without first employing them in
accordance with a board determination, consistent with the facts, that 1) the work invelved is not required to be performed by
the registrar or deputy registrar; and 2) the work is over and above the regular statutory duties of the election commissioners.
Op.Atty.Gen. No. 2003-0096, Young, March 7, 2003,

Although Section 23-15-£53 does not 2 appear to contemplate thai election commissioners perform the work necessitated by
redlsmcmag as a part of their reguhr duties, the clection commission being a separate and distinct entity from the board of
sapervisors, individual commissioners may be employed on a part-time basis by the board of supervisors to perform
redistricting tasks provided the board determines, consistent with the facts that 1) the work involved is not required to be
performed by the registrar or deputy registrar; and 2) the work is over and above the regular statutory duties of the election
commissioners. Op.Alty.Gen. No. 2002-0326, Martin, May, 3|, 2002.

Municipal elections must be held under ward lines in effect on the date of the election, not proposed ward lines; the
considerations posed by Scctions 23-15-683, 23-15-715, 2 183, 23-15-361, and 23-15-353 requirc that Justice
Departmemd pre-clearance be received in sufficient time prior to eleclion so that abseniee and election day baliots can be
prinled, voters can be assigned to appropriate pollbooks in order to receive valid absentee and election day ballots, and
absentee voters are not disenfranchised due to delays and reduced availability of absentee ballots. If the ward lines have not
been precleared at the time absentee baliots are printed, then only those candidates whose petitions are valid vnder current
(old) ward lines would be qualified to have their names printed. Op.Atty. Gen. No, 2005-0216, Wiggins, May 6, 2005, 2005
WL 1693002,

vunicipal polling books

Section 23-15-153 gives municipalities the option to secure read only aceess to the Statewide Centrafized Voter System and
print its own poll books. Op.Alty.Gen. No, 2006-00055, Lawrence, March 24, 2006, 2006 W 1184462,

Equipment demonstrations

The days for commissioncrs as specified in Section 23- ] 153(2) are Tor the conduct of an election or actually employed in
the performance of their duties for the necessary time spcm in the revision of the regisiration beoks and poll books. It does

not include the demonstration of machines. Op.Atty.Gen. No. 2007-00273, lvy, June |, 2007, 2007 WL 2019787.

Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-133, MS ST § 2
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West's Annotated Mississippi Code
Title 23. Elections
Chapter 15. Mississippi Election Code (Refs & Annos)
Article 7, Election Officials

Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-211

§ 33-15-211, State and county boards; training; statewide training prograim; computer skills training

CucreHness

{1} There shall be:

{a) A State Board of Election Commissioners to consist of the Govemnor, the Secretary of State and the Attorney General,
any two {2) of whom may perform the duties required of the board;

{b) A board of election commissioners in each county to consist of five (5) persons who are electors in the county in which
they are to act; and

{c) A registrar in each county who shall be the clerk of the circuil courl, unless he shall be shown to be an improper person
to register the names of the electors in the county.

(2} The board of supervisors of each county shall pay members of the county election commission for attending training
evenls a per diem in the amount provided in Section 23-15-153; however, excepl as olherwise provided in this section, the
per diern shall not be paid to an efection commissioner for more than twelve {12) days of training per year and shall only be
paid to election commissioners who actually atiend and complete a training event and oblain a training certificate.

(3) Included in this twelve {12) days shall be an elections sewinar, conducted and sponsored by the Secretary of State.
Election commissioners and chairpersons of each peliiical party executive conumittee, or their designes, shall be veguired to
attend.

{4) Bach participant shall receive a certificate from the Secretary of State indicating that the named participant has received
the clections training seminar instruction and that each participant is fully qualified to conduct an election. Commissioners of
election shall annually file the certificate with the chancery clerk. If any commissioner of election shall fail to file the
certificate by April 30 of each year, his office shall be vacated, absent exigent circumstances as determined by the board of
supervisors and consistent with the facts. The vacancy shall be declared by the board of supervisors and the vacancy shall be
filled in the manner described by law. Prior to declaring the office vacant, the board of supervisors shall give the election
commissioner notice and the opporiunity for a hearing.

(5) The Secretary of State, upon approval of the board of supervisors, may authorize net more than eight (8) additional
training days per year for commissioners of election in one or more countics, The beard of supervisors of each county shall
pay members of the county election commission lor attending training on these days a per diem in the amount provided in
Section 23-15-153.
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(6) The Secretary of State shall develop a single, comprehensive poll worker {raining program to assist local election officials
in providing uniform, secure glections throughout the state. The program shall include, at a minimum, training on all state
and Tederal election laws and procedures.

(7) The Secretary of State shall develop, in conjunction with the State Board for Cammunity and Junior Colleges:

{a) A computer skills training course for all newly elected circuit clerks that shall be completed within one hundred eighty
{130) days of the commencement of their term of office; and

(b) A computer skills refresher course for all serving circnit clerks that shall be completed within one hundred eighty (180)
days of the commencement of every odd-numbered terin of service.

Credits
Laws 1986, Ch. 493, § 45. Amended by Laws 1990, Ch. 325, § |; Laws 2004, Ch. 305, § 13, eff. July 12, 2604; Laws 2006,

Ch. 392, § 3, eff’ June 29, 2006; Laws 2008, Ch, 528, § 3, eff. August 7, 2008.

JUDICIAL DECISIONS

Compensation

Pursuant fo Scction 2. L, the Clay County Board of Supervisors has no authority to reimburse chairpersons of each
political party executive committee for attending elections certification training. Chairpersons of party exccutive committees,
or their designee, may seek reimbursement from the executive commiitee of their respective political party, pursuant to
Section 23-15-299(6), for attending said training. Op.Atty.Gen. No, 2008-00090, Robinson, March I4, 2008, 2008 Wi,
965663,

Training cvents

214 are for training events in which the commissioners are being
the demonstration
Op.Alty.Gen. No.

The twelve days of training authorized by Section 23-18-21i
trained as opposed to the demonstration of Direct Recordmg Electronic (DRE) voting devices. Theref
of TSX machines (DRE devices) does not quality as a “training event” pursuant to Scction 23
2007-00273, vy, June 1, 2007, 2007 WL 2019787,

Necessity of training certificate

Pursuant 1o Section 23-15-211, the Tlshommgo County Board of Supervisors has no authority to take any action which may
limit or prevent an election commissioner in performing his duties prior Lo the filing of the annual training certificate by April
30. The Tishomingo Counly Board of Supervisors has no authority to pay an election commissioner’s per diem unfess the
training certificate pursuant to Section ¥ L is filed annually with the chancery clerk by April 30. Moreover, the
Tishomingo County Board of Supervisors is authorized to compensale election commissioners for work performed prior to
receipt of the annuval training certificate so fong as the certificate is Aled with the chancery clerk by April 30 of each year,

Op.Atly.Gen. No. 2008-00197, Wilemon, May 23, 2008, 2008 WL 5550732,

153-211, MS ST § 23-15211
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West's Annotated Mississippi Code
Title 213, Elections
Chapter 15. Mississippi Election Code (Refs & Annos)
Article 7. Election Officials

§ 23-15-250. 'I'taining managers and alternates; writlen agreements with executive comumittees; compensation;
notice of attendance

Currentress

(D(@) The executive commitiee of each county, in the case of a primary election, or the commissioners of election of each
county, in the case of all other clections, in conjunction with the circuit clerk, shali sponsor and conduct, not tess than five (5)
days prior to each election, Iraining sessions to instruct managers as to their duties in the proper administration of the election
ant the operation of the polling place. No manager shall serve in any election unless he has received such instructions once
during the twelve (12) months imimedialely preceding the date upon which such election is held; however, nothing in this
section shall prevent the appointient of an alternate manager to [1ll a vacancy in case of an emergency. The county executive
committee or the commissioners of eleclion, as appropriate, shall train a sufficient number of alternates to serve in the event a
manager is unable to serve for any reason,

(b} The executive committee of each county, in the case of a primasy election, or the commissioners of election of each
county, in the case of all other elections, in conjunction with the circuit clerk, shal} sponsor and conduct annually an
eight-hour training course for managers thal meels criteria that the Secretary of State shall prescribe. Managers shall be
reguired to altend this course every four (4) years from August 7, 2008, The Secretary of State shall develop a version of
the course that may be faken by managers over the Internel, Training couwrses, including, but not limited to, online training
courses, that meet criteria prescribed by the Secretary of State and are not sponsored or conducted by the executive
commiltee or the commissioners of election, may be utilized to meel the requirements of this paragraph if the training
course is approved by the Secrelary of Stale.

(2)(a) 1f it is cligible under Section 23-15-2G6, the county executive committee may enter into a written agreement with the
circuit clerk or the county election commission authorizing the circuit clerk or the county election commission to perform any
of the duties required of the county executive committee pursuant to this section. Any agreement entered into pursuant fo this
subsection shall be signed by the chairman of the county execulive committee and the circuit clerk or the chairman of the
county election commission, as appropriate. The county executive committee shall notify the slate executive commitlee and
the Secretary of State of the existence of such agreement.

{b) If it is cligible under Section 23-15-266, the municipal executive commiltee may enter into a written agreement swith
the mumicipal elerk or the municipal election commission authorizing the municipal clerk or the municipal election
carmnission to perform any of the duties required of the municipal executive commitiee pursuant Lo this section, Any
agreement entered into pursuant to this subsection shall be signed by the chairman of the municipal executive committee
and the municipal clerk or the chairman of the municipal election commission, as appropriate. The municipal executive
committee shall notify the stale executive committee and the Secretary of Siate of the existence of such agreement,

(3) The board of supervisors, in their discretion, may compensate managers who attend such training scssions. The
compensation shall be at a rate of not less than the federal hourly minimum wage nor more than Twelve Doflars ($12.00) per
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hour. Managers shall not be compensated for more than sixteen (16) hours of attendance at the training sessions regardiess of
the actual amount of time that they attended the training sessions.

{4) The time and location of the training sessions required pursuant to this section shail be announced to the general public by
posting a notice thereof at the courthouse and by delivering a copy of the natice o the office of a newspaper having general
circulation in the county five (5) days before the date upon which the training session is to be conducted. Persons who will
serve as poll watchers for candidates and political parties, as well as members of the general public, shall be allowed to attend
the sessions.

(5} Subject to the following annual limitations, the commissioners of election shall be entitled to receive a per diem in the
amount of Eighty-four Dollars ($84.00), to be paid from the county general fund, for every day or period of no less than five
(5) hours accumulated over two (2) or more days actuatly employed in the performance of their duties for the necessary time
spent in conducting training sessions as required by this section:

{a) In counties having less than fificen thousand (15,000) residents according to the latest federal decennial census, not
more than five (5) days per year;

(b} Tn counties having fificen thousand {15,000) residents according to the latest federal decennial census but less than
thirty thousand (30,0600) residents according to the latest federal decennial census, not more than eight {8) days per year;

(c) In counties having thirty thousand (30,000} residents according to the latest federal decennial census but fess than
seventy thousand (70,000) residents according to 1he lates! federal decennial census, not more than ten (10) days per year;

{d) In countics having seventy thousand (70,000} residents according io the latest federal decennial census but less than
ninely thousand {90,000 residenis according to the latest federal decennial census, not more than twelve (12) days per
year;

(e) In counties having ninety thousand (90,000) residenis according to the latest federat decennial census but less than one
hundred seventy thousand (170,000) residents according to the latest federal decennial census, nol more than fifieen (15)

days per year;

(F In countics having one hundred seventy thousand (170,000) residents according {o the latest federal decennial census
but less than twe hundred thousand (200,000) residents according to the latest federal decennial census, not more than
eighteen (18) days per yeur;

{g) In counties having two hundred thousand (200,000) residents according to the latest federal decennial census but less
than two hundred twenty-five thousand (225,000) residents according to the latest federal decennial census, nol tmore than
nineteen (19) days per year,

(h) In counties having two hundred twenty-five thousand (225,000} residents according to the Tatest federal decennial
census but less than two hundred fifty thousand (250,000) residents according to the latest federal decennial census, not
more than twenty-two (22) days per year;

(i) In counties having two hundred fifty thousand (250,000) residents according to the latest federal decennial census but
275,000} residents according to the latest federal decennial census, not more
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than thirteen {13) days per year;

(j) In counties having two hundred seventy-five thousand (275,000) residents according to the fatest federal decennial
census or more, not more than fourteen (14) days per year.

{6) Commissioners of election shatl claim the per diem authorized in subsection {5} of this section in the manner provided for
in Section 23-15-153(6).

Credits

Laws 1986, Ch. 495, § 68; Laws 1989, Ch. 396, § I; Laws 1995, Ch. 429, § 1, off. August 4, 1995; Laws 1999, Ch. 441, § 1,
eff. Aug. 2, 1999; Laws 2001, Ch. 523, § 2, el June 20, 2001. Amcended by Laws 2006, Ch. 592, § 4, eff. June 29, 2006;
Laws 2007, Ch. 565, § 2, eff. July 16, 2007; Laws 2008, Ch, 528, § 5, ¢ff, August 7, 2008,

JUDICIAL DECISIONS
Construction with other laws
Reading §§ 2315~239 and 23-15-263 in pari materia, it is the duty and responsibility of the appropriate party executive

commitiees to train pollworkers who are to serve in the respective party primaries. Op.Atty.Gen. No. 94-0186, Pittman, May
11, 1994,

Duties of executive commitice

The fact that section 23-15-339 was amended to provide that no person shall serve in any election unless he has received the
appropriate training during the twelve month period immediately preceding the election in which that person has been
appointed to serve, does not shift the responsibility of training pollworkers Tor primary elections to the election connnission,
It remains the doty and responsibility of the respective parly executive committees fo insure that persons who are to serve in
their parly’s primary have been properfy tralned. Op.Atty. Gen., No, 94-0186, Pittman, May 11, 1994,

Compensation

Based on the language of Sections 23-15-153, 2 39, and 23-15-491, if the Legistature had infended for maximum
number of per diein days which can be claimed to s 'lpp v to the entire group of five electmn comnyssioners, that number to be
allocated among them, then the slatutes would have read the “clection commission shall be entitled to receive a per diem in
the amount of Eighty-four dollars ($84.00).” Whereas in these Sections, the constituent members of the election commission
are the “commissioners of election,” while a reference to the body as a whole is normally to “the election commission.” Also,
the fact the “Per Diem Claim Form™ printed in Section 23-15-153 (7) makes no refercnce or accommodation 1o the fact that if
the per diem day maximum applied to the commission as a whole, then the per diem days would have lo be somehow
allocated among the election commission members. Accordingly, where those Sections refer to the maximum number of per
diem days which the “commissioners of efection” are entitled to claim, those maximums apply to individual election
commissioners and not to the clection commission as a body. Op.Aity.Gen. No. 2008-00470, Halter, August 29, 2008, 20038
WL 4140525,

County boards of supervisors have the discretionary authority to compensate qualified electors of the county who are duly
appointed to serve as poilworkers in a primary clection and altend one or more training sessions conducted by a county p‘irl}
executive commitiee, and the rate of such compensation must be within the lnmls set forth in Section 23-1
Op.Atty.Gen. No, 2000 0067, Scott, February 18, 2000,

Section 23 _9 authorizes qualified electors who have received the training “once during the twelve (12) months
1mmedntely prccedmg the d'ste upon which snch election is held“ to serve in said election, A county elechon comm:ssron
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may choose to appoint qualified individuals who were previously trained and scrved in a primary to also serve in the
following general election, but if individuals who were paid for attending one or mare training sessions conducted by a party
executive committee are appointed by a commission, they would not be eligible for any further compensation for attending
another training session. Op.Alty.Gen, No. 2000-0067, Scott, February 18, 2000.

The terms “polt worker” and “manager” are interchangeable as used in the election statutes, Therefore, a county board of
supervisors has the discretionary authority to compensate poll workers for attending certification classes pursuant to Section
23-15-239 (3). Op.Atty.Gen. No. 2003-0033, Meadows, January 31, 2003.

Municipal pell managers may receive payment for atiending training sessions pursuant to Section 2 239, Op.Atty.Gen.

No. 2012-00252, Gabriel, May 22, 2012.

Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-239
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West's Annotated Mississippi Code
Title 23, Elections
Chapter 15. Mississippi Election Code (Refs & Annos)
Part 2. Training on Use of Electronic Voting Equipment
Subarticle E. Direct Recording Electronic Voting Equipment (Dre)
Miss, Code Ann. § 23 .7

§ 83-15-531.7. Demonstration and exhibition of unils and voter education

Currentness

The officials in charge of the election shall place on public exhibition and demonstrate the use of the DRE units throughout
the county or municipality during the month preceding each primary and general election. At least during the initial year in
which DRE equipment is used In a county or municipality, all officials in charge of the election shall offer a series of
demonstrations and organized voter education initiatives to educate eleclors in the use of such equipment in voting,

Credits
Added by Laws 2003, Ch. 534, § 8, cff. Junc 6, 2005,

JUDICIAL DECISIONS

Construction and application

The statutory reference in Section 23- 5-331.7 to “officials in charge of the clection” refers W party executive committecs for
primary elections and fo county election commissions for special and peneral elections. Op.Atty.Gen. No. 2008-00086,
Robinson, March 14, 2008, 2008 WL. 965630.

Construciion with other laws

‘The provisions of Seclion 23-15-491 that were adopted in 2006 by the Legislature authorize certain additional days, based on
population, fo conduct training sessions to educate qualified electors regarding the operaiion of electronic voling systems
authorized pursuant to Scetion 23-15-461 et seq. Such training that is conducted during the month preceding a primary or

general election would satisfy the mandatory demonstration requirements of Section 23-13-831.4. Op.Auy.Gen. No.
2007-00273, vy, June 1, 2007, 2007 WL 2019787,

‘I'raining days such as are required by Sections 23-15-531.7 and 23-15-491 are separate from the revising and purging the poll
books under Section 23-15-153. Op.Atty.Gen. No. 2007-00273, lvy, June 1, 2007, 2007 WL 2019787.

Comgpensation

Individual county election commissioners are entitled to per diem compensation pursuant to Section 23-15-153 for
conduc!mg, r demonstration of the new electronic voting machines in accordance with Section 23- _1. However, efection
comnissioners must insure that they properly allocate their days in a manner that witl allow them to properly perform all
other duties refating to the revision of the registration books and pol books and the proper conduct of elections. Op.Atty.Gen.
No. 2007-00273, vy, June 1, 2607, 2007 W1, 2019787,

‘The demonsiration of DRE voting machines in accordance with Section 23-T5-531.7 constitutes an integral part of the
conduct of an election by a county election commission. Therefore, individual county clection commissioners are entitled to
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per diem compensation pursuant to Seetion 23-15-153 for conducting such demonstrations. Op.Atty. Gen. No. 2006-0063,
Robinson, February 24, 20006, 2006 WL 1960661,

Duties regarding equipment

1.7 requires the circuit clerk to store the DRE units and related equipment and provide compensation for
safe storage and care of such units and equipment if the units and equipment are stored by a person or entity other than the
circuit clerk. Absent a duly adopted regulalion by the Secretary of State, the officials in charge of the election, with the
assistance of the circuit clerk, would be responsible for “charging” of the machines. Nothing in the state statutes addresses
the appointment or duties of private voting machine company personnel to assist in the conduct of elections. Op.Atty.Gen.
No. 2007-00273, Ivy, June 1, 2007, 2007 W1. 2019787.

Miss. Code Ann. § 23 1.7, MS ST § #3-15-531.7
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County Election Commissioners

Per Diem Claim Form

Name; County:
Address: Districl:
City: State: Zip:
Applicable |  Actuai Per Diem
Dale Beginning | Ending Purpose of Waork Ms Code Hours Days
Warked Time Time Seclion Worked Farned
TOTAL NUMBER OF PER DIEM DAYS FARNED 0
PER DIEM RATE PER DAY EARNED X_$84.00]
TOTAL AMOUNT OF PER DIEM CLAIMED $0.00

| undersiand thal | am sig)
perjury.

I understand that | gm reque
truthiul as

ning this dotument under guth as a commissioner of ¢

sting payment from taxpayers funds that 1 have

to the ameunt of hours worked and e compensalion | am requesling.

Signedihisthe - day of

an obligation 1o bo specific and

Commissioner's Signalure

tections and under penallics of



County Election Commissioners

Per Diem Claim Form

Ima Commissioner

Name: Counly: Windale
Address: 2001 Main Streel District: 3
City: Anywhere State: MS Zip 39333
Applicable]  Actual iPer Diem
Bate Beginning | Ending Purpose of Work Ms Code Hours Days
Worked Time Time o Section Worked Earned
212009 1:.00 5:00] Purging/fElections  {4) 23-15-163 4
31342609 1:00 2:00 " 23-15-1563 1 i
315/20608 8:00 12:00 " 23-15-211 4
1:00 5:00 i 23-15-211 4 1
3/9/2009 1200 5:00 " 23-15-153 § 1
3410/2009 8.00 10:00 {2} 23-15-211 2
31112009 1:00 3.00 - {4} 23-15-153 2
31212009 2000 400 . (1 23-15-153 2 1
31312008 1:00 5:00 " 23-15-153 4
3/16/2009 1:00 5:00 " {1) 23-15-163 4 ]
3772009 8:00 10:00 Y 23-15-153 2
1:00 5.00 " 123-15-153 4 i
311842009 12:00 5:00 ) 23-15-1563 5 i
319/2009]  10:00f  12:00 " (1) |23-15-153 | 2
3120/2009 8:00 500 " 23-15-1563 8 1
3/23/2009 9:00 12:00 " {4) 23-15-163 3 i
3/24/2009 1:00 5:00 " {3) 23-15-153 4 )
#Houss carried over lo next pay period (3-24-09)
TOTAL NUMBER OF PER DIEM DAYS EARNED 10
PER DIEM RATE PER DAY EARNED X 4$84.0
TCOTAL AMCUNT OF PER DIEM CLAIMED £840.00

Tunderstand thal t am signing this document under oath as a commissioner of elections and under penollies of

petjury.

{understand that | am requesting paymenl trem laxpayers funds that | have an obligation to be specific and

trulbiul as 1o the amount of hours worked and the compensatian | am requesling.

Signed this the day of

2008

Commissioner's Sigaature



TRAVEL EXPENSES

1. Mileage {in personat vehicles)

a. Local enlities mileage reimbursement is 20¢ per mile (25-3-41(2)), but the governing authority may
authorize an increase up lo the rate allowed for state employees, currently 55.5¢ per mile, (effective
April 17, 2012). I a government-owned vehicle is available, the limit is 23¢ per mile.

b. Iftwo or mare public officers or employees fravel in the same privale vehicle, only the one whose
vehicle is used is due the mileage.

¢, No mileage reimbursement is due for travel in government vehicles.

2. Meals, lodging, and other necessary travel expense limits are set by the Depariment of Finance and
Administration. Governing authorities may adopt fower rates by policy.

a. Local governments are not subject to limitations on lodging or Individual meal limits. Governing
authorities may set individual meal limits by policy. (AG Opinicn to Mabus, December 13, 1984)

b. Meal reimbursements are Jimifed to actual expenses, not to exceed $41 per day, except in "high cost"
areas. These areas may be up to $56 per day, according to the Federal Register. Rales for specific
areas ¢an be found on the Internet at hilp:/www dia, stale. ms,us/Purchasing/TraveliConvertedRates. pdf.
THERE ARE NO "HIGH COST” AREAS IN MISSISSIPPI.

c. Meal reimbursemants are not usually allowed if there is no overnight stay. If they are allowed, they are
considered taxahle income, according {0 IRS rules.

3. Ailine travel shall be af the lourist rale unless space is unavailable.

4. Rental vehicles may be reimbursable when travel is lo a localion where a private or government vehicle
is not available and rental vehicle has been previously arranged (AG Opinion to Ranek, November 3,
£993).

6. ltis recommended that all requesis for fravel reimbursements be submitled on the voucher form
prescribed by the Department of Finance ang Adminisiration. See
hitp:iiwww.dfa state.ms.us/Purchasing/Travelf TravelForms.htmifor example.

6. All requested reimbursements except meals and mileage should be accompanied by receipts. A local
entity may require meal receipts by palicy.

7. The Office of the State Auditor has stalutery authority to adopt rules and regutations regarding advance
payment of lravel advances. Refer to OSA Circular 15 for details.

8. Section 25-3-41 requires prior authorization of travel. In a local government, the board or council must
authorize travel or delegale the authorily o authorize travel. There should be a wrillen lravel policy which
includes who is authorized to travel at the enlity's expense.

9. Election commissioners are paid per diem for certain numbers of days purging registration books and
conducting elections (which includes demonstrating voting machines), There is no authorily to be
reimbursed for travel expenses in addition to the per diem on days spent on those specific aclivities. This
does nol apply to days that the commissioners receive training, or days for which per diem is not earned.



