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AGENDA

Welcome and Opening Remarks
Delbert Hosemann, Mississippi Secretary of State
Review and Group Discussion of Draft Changes to Election Code Articles 1 and 3
o« Voter Registration Deadline Extension
s Online Voter Registration
o Technology Updates
Kim Turner, Assistant Secretary of State - Elections
Break for Lunch _
Review and Group Discussion of Draft Changes to Election Code Articles 5, 7 and 9
o Times of Primary and General Elections
o Election Officials
»  Supervisor’s Districts
« Voting Precincts
Hawley Rae Robertson, Senior Attorney - Elections Division
Study Group Member Discussion - Other Potential Topics

Adjourn







ARTICLE 1: TITLE

§ 23-15-1. Short title
This chapter shall be known and may be cited as the “Mississippi Election Code.”
§ 23-15-3. “Ballot box” definition

For purposes of this chapter, the term “ballot box” includes any ballot bag or other container of a
type. capable of receiving voted paper ballots. _thathas-been-approved for-use-in-electionsby-the
Seeretary-of-State-Such ballot bags or containers may be used for any purpose for which a ballot
box may be used under the provisions of law regulating elections in Mississippi or any other
purpose authorized by the rules and regulations adopted by the Secretary of State. The-Seeretary
ef State-shall-approve-a-ballot-bag-to-be-used-as-provided-in-thisseetion-by December 31,2007
%Wemmﬁe%wﬁm&%@eww%e :
appreved-by-the Legislature:

§ 23-15-5. Elections Support Fund

(1) There is created in the State Treasury a special fund to be known as the Elections Support
Fund. Monies derived from annual report fees imposed upon limited liability companies under
Section 79-29-1203 shall be deposited into the Elections Support Fund. Unexpended amounts
remaining in the fund at the end of the fiscal year shall not lapse into the State General Fund, and
any interest earned or investment earnings on amounts in the fund shall be disbursed as provided
in subsection (2) of this section. The expenditure of monies in the fund shall be under the
direction of the Secretary of State as provided by subsection (2) of this section, and such funds

~ shall be paid by the State Treasurer upon warrants issued by the Department of Finance and
Administration.

(2)(a) Monies in the fund shall be used as follows:

(i) Fifty percent (50%) of the monies in the special fund shall be distributed annually to the
counties, based on the proportion that the population of a county bears to the total population in
all counties of the state population according to the most recent information from the United
States Census Bureau, for the purpose of acquiring, upgrading, maintaining or repairing voting
equipment, systems and supplies, hiring temporary technical support, conducting elections using
such voting equipment or systems and training election officials; and



(ii) The remaining fifty percent (50%) of the monies in the special fund shall be allocated
annually to the Secretary of State and expended for the purpose of upgrading, maintaining,
upgrading or equipping the Statewide Elections Management System, acquiring, upgrading or

maintainine any other election-related site or system or providing technical training to election

officials.

(b) The Secretary of State shall create standard training guidelines to assist counties in training
election officials with the funds authorized under subsection (2)(a)(ii) of this section. Any
criteria established by the Secretary of State for the purposes of this section shall be used in
addition to any other training or coursework prescribed by the Secretary of State to train éircuit
clerks, poll managers and any other election officials participating in county elections.

(c) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, no monies from the Elections Support Fund shall
be used by the Secretary of State or any person associated with the Office of the Secretary of
State to provide or otherwise support expert testimony in any manner for any hearing, trial or
election contest.

§ 23-15-7. Mississippi Voter Identification Card

(1) The Secretary of State shall negotiate a Memorandum of Understanding which shall be
entered into by the Mississippi Department of Public Safety and the registrar of each county for
the purpose of providing a Mississippi Voter Identification Card. Such card shall be valid for the
purpose of Voter identification purposes under Section 23-15-563 and available only to registered
voters of this state. No fee shall be charged or collected for the application for or issuance of a
Mississippi Voter Identification Card. Any costs associated with the application for or issuance
of a Mississippi Voter Identification Card shall be made payable from the state's General IFund.

(2) The registrar of each county shall provide a location in the registrar's office at which he or
she shall accept applications for Mississippi Voter Identification Cards in accordance with the
Mississippi Constitution; however, in counties having two (2) judicial districts the registrar shall
provide a location in the registrar's office in each judicial district at which he or she shall accept
applications for Mississippi Voter Identification Cards in accordance with the Mississippi
Constitution. ;

(3) No person shall be eligible for a Mississippi Voter Idenﬁﬁcation Card if the person has a
valid unexpired Mississippi driver's license or an identification card issued under Section 45-35-
1 et seq. : '

(4)(a) The Mississippi Voter Identification Card shall be captioned “MISSISSIPPI VOTER
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IDENTIFICATION CARD” and shall contain a prominent statement that under Mississippi law
it is valid only as identification for voting purposes. The identification card shall include the
following information regarding the applicant:

(1) Full legal name;

(i) Legal residence address;

(ii1) Fhe-Mailing address, if different; and

(iv) Voting information.

(b) The Mississippi Voter Identification Card shall also contain the date the voter identification
card was issued, the county in which the voter is registered and such other information as

required by the Secretary of State.

(5) The application shall be signed and sworn to by the applicant and any falsification or fraud in
the making of the application shall constitute false swearing under Section 97-7-35.

(6) The registrar shall require presentation and verification of any of the following information
during the application process before issuance of a Mississippi Voter Identification Card:

(a) A photo identity document; or

(b) Docunﬁentation showing ther person's date and place of birth; or
(c) A social secuﬁty card; or

(d) A Medicare card; or

(€) A Medicaid card; or

(£) Such other acceptable evidence of verification of residence in the county as determined by the
Secretary of State.

. (7) A Mississippi Voter Identification Card shall remain valid for as long as the cardholder
resides-at-thesame-address-and-remains qualified to vote. It shall be the duty of a person who

moves his or her residence within this state to surrender his or her voter identification card to the
registrar of the county of his or her new residence and such person may thereafter apply for and
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receive a new catd if such person is eligible under this section. It shall be the duty of a person
who moves his or her residence outside this state or who ceases to be qualified to vote to
surrender his or her card to the registrar who issued it.

(8) The Secretary of State, in conjunction with the Mississippi Department of Public Safety, shall
adopt rules and regulations for the administration of this section.



ARTICLE 3. VOTER REGISTRATION

SUBARTICLE A. QUALIFICATION OF ELECTORS

§ 23-15-11. Qualifications, generally.

Every inhabitant of this state, except persons adjudicated to be non compos mentis, who is a
citizen of the United States of America, eighteen (18) years old and upwards, who has resided in
this state for thirty (30) days and for thirty (30) days in the county in which he seeks to vote, and
for thirty (30) days in the incorporated municipality in which he seeks to vote, and who has been
duly registered as an elector under Section 23-15-33, and who has never been convicted of vote
fraud or of any crime listed in Section 241, Mississippi Constitution of 1890, shall be a qualified
elector in and for the county, municipality and voting precinct of his residence, and shall be
entitled to vote at any election upon compliance with Section 23-15-563. Any person who will be
eighteen (18) years of age or older on or before the date of the general election and who is duly
registered to vote not less than thirty (30) days before the primary election associated with the
general election, may vote in the primary election even though the person has not reached his or
her eighteenth birthday at the time that the person seeks to vote at the primary election. No others
than those specified in this section shall be entitled, or shall be allowed, to vote at any election.

§ 23-15-13. Change of residency to new ward or voting precinct within same municipality.

An elector who moves from one ward or voting precinct to another ward within the same
municipality or voting precinct within the same county shall not be disqualified to vote, but he or
she shall be entitled to have his or her registration transferred to his or her new ward or voting
precinct upon making written request therefor at any time up to the day immediately preceding
the date on which the county prepares its pollbooks for the election thirt(30)-days-prierto-the
eleetien-at which he or she offers to vote, and if the removal occurs subsequent to the date on
which the county has prepared its pollbooks for the election within-thirty-(30)-days-efsuch
eleetien-he or she shall be entitled to vote in his or her new ward or voting precinct by affidavit
ballot as provided in Section 23-15-573. '

§ 23-15-14. Repealed.

§ 23-15-15. Documentation required of naturalized citizens.

It shall be the duty of any and every person who has acquired citizenship by order or decree of
naturalization and who is otherwise qualified to register and vote under the laws of the State of
Mississippi to present or exhibit to the eirenit-eleskregistrar of the county of his or her residence,
at or before the time he or she may offer to register, a certified copy of the final order or decree
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of naturalization, or a certificate of naturalization or duplicate thereof, or a certified copy of such
certificate of naturalization or duplicate; otherwise he shall not be allowed to register or to vote.

§ 23-15-17. Penalties for false registration.

(1) Any person who shall knowingly procure his or any other person's registration as a qualified
elector when the person whose registration is being procured is not entitled to be registered, or
when the person whose registration is being procured is being registered under a false name, or
when the person whose registration is being procured is being registered as a qualified elector in
any other voting precinct than that in which he resides, shall be guilty of a felony and, upon
conviction, be fined not more than Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000.00) or imprisoned not more
than five (5) years, or both. The same penalty shall apply to anyone who is disqualified for any
cause and shall reregister before removal of such disqualification to avoid the same, and to all
who shall in any way aid in such false registration.

(2) Any person who has reasonable cause to suspect that such a false registration has occurred
may notify any authorized law enforcement officer with proper jurisdiction. Upon such
notification, said law enforcement officer shall be required to conduct an investigation into the
matter and file a report with the appropriate county registrar and the appropriate-district attorney.
The county registrar shall, within twenty-four (24) hours of receipt of the investigating officer's
report, accept or reject the registration. Any person who so notifies an authorized law
enforcement officer shall be presumed to be acting in good faith and shall be immune from any
liability, civil or criminal, that might otherwise be incurred or imposed.

§ 23-15-19. Persons convicted of certain crimes not to be registered.

Any person who has been convicted of vote fraud or efany crime listed in Section 241,
Mississippi Constitution of 1890, such crimes defined as “disenfranchising.;” shall not be
registered, or if registered, the name of the person shall be erased-removed from the registration
beek-on-which-it-may-be-found Statewide Elections Management System by the registrar or by
the election commissioners_of the county of his residence. Whenever any person shall be
convicted in the circuit court of his county of any of a disenfranchising these crimes, the county
registrar shall thereupon eraseremove his name from the registration-boekStatewide Elections
Management System; and whenever any person shall be convicted of any of a disenfranchising
these crimes in any other court of any county, the presiding judge of the court shall, on demand,
certify the fact in writing to the county registrar of the county of the voter’s residence, who shall
thereupon erase-remove the name of the person from the registration-beek Statewide Elections
Management System and retain file the certificate as a record of his office.

§ 23-15-21. Non-citizen not to register or vote.



It shall be unlawful for any person who is not a citizen of the United States or the State of
Mississippi to register or to vote in any primary, special or general election in the state.

SUBARTICLE B. PROCEDURES FOR REGISTRATION

§ 23-15-31. Elections to which subarticle applicable; duty, power and authority of certain
election officials.

All of the provisions of this subarticle shall be applicable, insofar as possible, to municipal,
primary, general and special elections; and wherever therein any duty is imposed or any power or
authority is conferred upon the county registrar, county election commissioners or county
executive committee with reference to a state and county election, such duty shall likewise be
imposed and such power and authority shall likewise be conferred upon the municipal registrar,
municipal election commission or municipal executive committee with reference to any
municipal election. -

§ 23-15-33. Registrar to register voters.

(1) Every person entitled to be registered as an elector in compliance with the laws of this state
and who has signed his name on and properly completed the application for registration to vote
shall be registered by the county registrar in the voting precinct of the residence of such person
through the Statewide Elections Management System.

(2) Every person entitled to be registered as an elector in compliance with the laws of this state
and who registers to vote pursuant to the National Voter Registration Act of 1993 shall be
registered by the county registrar in the voting precinct of the residence of such person through
the Statewide Elections Management System.

§ 23-15-35. Clerk of municipality to be registrar; registration books; form of
application for registration; registration of county electors by clerk.

(1) The clerk of the municipality shall be the registrar of voters of the municipality, and shall
take the oath of office prescribed by Section 268 of the Constitution. The municipal registration
shall conform to the county registration which shall be a part of the official record of registered
voters as contained in the Statewide Elections Management System. The municipal clerk shall
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comply with all the provisions of law regarding the registration of voters, including the use of the
voter registration applications used by county registrars and prescribed by the Secretary of State
under Sections 23-15-39 and 23-15-47.

(2) The municipal clerk shall be authorized to register applicants as county electors. The
municipal clerk shall forward notice of registration, a copy of the application for registration, and
any changes to the registration when they occur, either by certified or electronic mail to the
county registrar or by personal delivery to the county registrar provided that a numbered receipt
is signed by the county registrar in return for the described documents. Upon receipt of the copy
of the application for registration or changes to the registration, and if a review of the application
indicates that the applicant meets all the criteria necessary to qualify as a county elector, then the
county registrar shall make a determination of the county voting precinct in which the person
making the application shall be required to vote. The county registrar shall send this county
voting precinct information by United States first-class mail, postage prepaid, to the person at the
address provided on the application. Any and all mailing costs incurred by the municipal clerk or
the county registrar in effectuating this subsection shall be paid by the county board of
supervisors. If a review of the copy of the application for registration or changes to the
registration indicates that the applicant is not qualified to vote in the county, the county registrar
shall challenge the application. The county election commissioners shall review any challenge or
disqualification, after having notified the applicant by certified mail of the challenge or
disqualification.

(3) The municipal clerk shall issue to the person making the application a copy of the application
and the county registrar shall process the application in accordance with the law regarding the
handling of voter registration applications.

(4) The receipt of a copy of the application for registration sent pursuant to Section
23-15-39(3) shall be sufficient to allow the applicant to be registered as an elector in the
municipality, provided that such application is not challenged as provided for therein.

(5) The municipal clerk of each municipality shall provide the circuit clerk of the county in
which the municipality is located the information neceéssary to conform the municipal
registration to the county registration which shall be a part of the official record of registered
voters as contained in the Statewide Elections Management System. If any changes to the
imformation occur as a result of redistricting, annexation or other reason, it shall be the
responsibility of the municipal clerk to timely provide the changes to the circuit clerk.

§ 23-15-37. Keeping registration books; registration of voters; voter registration in public
schools. '



(1) The registrar shall-keep-his-books-open-athis-office-and-shall register the-electors of his

county at any time during regular office hours.

(2) The county registrar may keep his office open for registration of voters from 8:00 a.m. until
7:00 p.m., including the noon hour, for the five (5) business days immediately preceding the
thirtieth day prior to any regularly scheduled primary or general election. The county registrar
shall also keep his office open from 8:00 a.m. until 12:00 noon on the Saturday immediately
preceding the thirtieth day prior to any regularly scheduled primary or general election. unless
such Saturday isfalls on a legal holiday. in which case registration applications submitted on the
Monday immediately following the legal holiday shall be accepted and entered in the Statewide
Elections Management System for the purpose of enabling such voters to vote in the next

primary or general election,

(3) The registrar, or any deputy registrar duly appointed by law, may visit and spend such time
as he may deem necessary at any location in his county, selected by the registrar not less than
thirty (30) days before an election, for the purpose of registering voters.

(4) A person who is physically disabled and unable to visit the office of the registrar to register
to vote due to such disability may contact the registrar and request that the registrar or his deputy
visit him for the purpose of registering such person to vote. The registrar or his deputy shall visit
such person as soon as possible after such request and provide such person with an application
for registration, if necessary. The completed application for registration shall be executed in the
presence of the registrar or his deputy.

(5)(a) In the fall and spring of each year the registrar of each county shall furnish all public
schools with mail-in voter registration applications. Such applications shall be provided in a
reasonable time to enable those students who will be eighteen (18) years of age before a general
election to be able to vote in the primary and general elections.

(b) Each public school district shall permit access to all public schools of this state for the
county registrar or his deputy for the purpose of registration of persons eligible to vote and for
providing voter education.

§ 23-15-39. Form of application for registration; allowances for office supplies;
determination on application; notice to applicant; assistance to applicant; voter
registration number; fees and costs; forwarding of application.

(1) Applications for registration as electors of this state, which are sworn to and subscribed
before the registrar or deputy registrar authorized by law and which are not made by mail, shall
be made upon a form established by rule duly adopted by the Secretary of State.
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(2) The boards of supervisors shall make proper allowances for office supplies reasonably
necessitated by the registration of county electors.

(3) Ifthe applicant indicates on the application that he resides within the city limits of a city or
town in the county of registration, the county registrar shall process the application for
registration or changes to the registration as provided by law.

(4) If the applicant indicates on the application that he has previously registered to vote in
another county of this state or another state, notice to the voter's previous county of registration
in this state shall be provided by the Statewide Elections Management System. If the voter's
previous place of registration was in another state, notice shall be provided to the voter's
previous state of residence if the Statewide Elections Management System has that capability.

(5) The county registrar shall provide to the person making the application a copy of the
application upon which has been written the county voting precinct and municipal voting
precinct, if any, in which the person shall vote. Upon entry of the voter registration information
into the Statewide Elections Management System, the system shall assign a voter registration
number to the person, and the county registrar shall mail the applicant a voter registration card to

the mailing address provided on the application.

(6) Any person desiring an application for registration may secure an application from the
registrar of the county of which he is a resident and may take the application with him and secure
assistance in completing the application from any person of the applicant's choice. It shall be the
duty of all registrars to furnish applications for registration to all persons requesting them, and it
shall likewise be his duty to furnish aid and assistance in the completing of the application when
requested by an applicant. The application for registration shall be sworn to and subscribed
before the registrar or deputy registrar at the municipal clerk's office, the county registrar's office
or any other location where the applicant is allowed to register to vote, No fee or cost shall be
charged the applicant by the registrar for accepting the application or administering the oath or
for any other duty imposed by law regarding the registration of electors.

(7) If the person making the application is unable to read or write, for reason of disability or
otherwise, he shall not be required to personally complete the application in writing and execute
the oath. In such cases, the registrar or deputy registrar shall read to the person the application
and oath and the person's answers thereto shall be recorded by the registrar or his deputy. The
person shall be registered as an elector if he otherwise meets the requirements to be registered as
an elector. The registrar shall record the responses of the person and the recorded responses shall
be retained permanently by the registrar. The county registrar shall enter the voter registration



information into the Statewide Elections Management System and designate the entry as an
assisted filing.

(8) The receipt of a copy of the application for registration sent pursuant to Section
23-15-35(2) shall be sufficient to allow the applicant to be registered as an elector of this state, if
the application is not challenged.

(9) In any case in which the corporate boundaries of a municipality shall change. whether by

reason of annexation or redistricting, expands-itscorperate-boundariesby-annexation-of

redistricts-all-or-a-part-of the-munieipality; the municipal clerk shall within ten (10) days after
anproval of the change in comorate boundaries {he—e{ifee&\ze—da{e—ef—me—amae*aﬂeﬁei—aﬁer '

provide
to the county registrar *ﬁt—h—conformmg geographlc data that is compatlble with the Statewide
Elections Management System. The data shall be developed by the municipality's use of

a standardized format specified by the Statewide Elections Management System. The county
registrar, county commissioner(s) of election or such other county official. who has completed an
annual training seminar sponsored by the Secretary of State pertaining to the implementation of
new boundary lines in the Statewide Elections Management System and received certification

therefor. -shall update the municipal boundary information er+edistrieting-infermation-into the
Statewide Elections Management System. The Statewide Elections Management System shall

update the municipal voter registration records te-inelude-the-new-munieipal-eleetors-whe-have
resided-withinthe annexedareaforat-least-thirty (30} days-after annexation-and assign the
electors to their municipal voting precincts. The county registrar shall forward to the municipal
clerk written notification of the additions and changes, and the municipal clerk shall forward to
the new-affected municipal electors written notification of the additions and changes. The

§ 23-15-41. Endorsement of application; completion of registration.

(1) When an applicant to register to vote has completed the application form as prescribed by
administrative rule, the county registrar shall enter the applicant’s information into the Statewide
Elections Management System in which the applicant’s status -veterrecord-where-thevoter
status-will be marked as "ACTIVE", "PENDING" or "REJECTED." and the applicant shall be
entitled to register upon his request for registration made in person to the registrar, or deputy
registrar if a deputy registrar has been appbinted. No person other than the registrar, or a députy
registrar, shall register any applicant.




(2) If an applicant is not qualified to register to vote, then the registrar shall enter the applicant’s
information into the Statewide -Elections Management System in which the applicant’s status
voterrecord-where-the-voter's-statusshall- will be marked as "PENDING" or "REJECTED™
REJECTED?”. with the specific speeify-the+reason or reasons therefor noted: the registrar shall 5
and-provide notice to the county netify-the election commission of those applicants rejected.

§ 23-15-43. Automatic review where person is not approved for registration.

In the event applicant is not registered, there shall be an automatic review by the county election
commissioners under the procedures provided in Sections 23-15-61 through 23-15-79. In
addition to the meetings of the election commissioners provided under said sections, the
commissioners are required to hold such additional meetings to determine all pending cases of
registration on review prior to the election at which the applicant desires to vote.

It is not the purpose of this section to indicate the decision which should be reached by the
election commissioners in certain cases but to define which applicants should receive further
examination by providing for an automatic review.

§ 23-15-45. Notice to person denied registration.

In the event that registration is denied pending automatic review by the county election
commissioners, the registrar shall immediately inform the applicant that the registration is denied
and advise the applicant of the date, time and place of the next meeting of the county election
commissioners, at which time the applicant may present such evidence elther in person or in
writing as he deems pertinent to the question of residency.

§ 23-15-47. Registering to vote by mail-in application.

(1) Any person who is qualified to register to vote in the State of Mississippi may register to
vote by mail-in application in the manner prescribed in this section.

(2)" The following procedure shall be used in the registration of electors by mail:
(a) Any qualified elector may register to vote by mailing or delivering a completed mail-
in application to his county registrar at least thirty (30) days prior to any election. The postmark

date of a mailed application shall be the applicant’s date of registration.

(b) Upon receipt of a mail-in application, the county registrar shall stamp the application
with the date of receipt, and shall verify the application_either by a match of the applicant’s
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Mississippi driver’s license number through the Mississippi Department of Public Safety or a
match of the applicant’s social security number through the American Association of Motor
Vehlc € Admmlstlators eeﬂt&e&ﬂﬁ%he—appheai%bﬁelepheﬂe—bﬁ—peﬁenﬁ—eemmﬁiﬁhe

: late- Within twenty—
ﬁ%—e—ﬁ’%} ive (5) days of 1ecelpt ofa mall -in registration apphcatlon the county registrar shall
complete action on the application, including any attempts to notify the applicant of the status of
his application.

(¢) If the county registrar determines that the applicant is qualified and his application is
legible and complete, he shall mail the applicant written notification the application has been
approved written-notification-that-the-appleation-has-beenapproved, specifying the county
voting precinct, municipal voting precinct, if any, polling place and supervisor district in which
the person shall vote. This written notification of approval containing the specified information
shall be the voter's registration card. The registration cards shall be provided by the county
registrar_to the applicant in accordance with Section 23-15-39(5). Upon entry of the voter
registration information into the Statewide Elections Management System, the applicant systesn
shall be assignassigning a voter registration number-te-the-persen. The assigned voter registration
number shall be clearly shown on the written notification of approval. In mailing the written
notification, the county registrar shall note the following on the envelope: "DO NOT
FORWARD". If any registration notification form is returned as undeliverable, the voter's
registration shall be void.

(d) A mail-in application shall be rejected for any of the following reasons:

(1) An inc.omplete portion of the application which makes it impossible for the
registrar to determine the eligibility of the applicant to register;

(i) A portion of the application which is illegible in the opinion of the county
registrar and makes it impossible to determine the eligibility of the applicant to register;

(iii) The county registrar is unable to determine, from the address and information
stated on the application, the precinct in which the voter should be assigned or the supervisor
district in which he is entitled to vote;

(iv) The applicant is not qualified to register to vote pursuant to Section 23-15-11;

(v) The county registrar determines that the applicant is already registered as a
qualified elector of the county;




(vi) The county registrar is unable to verify the application pursuant to subsection
(2)-(b) of this section.

(e) If the mail-in application of a person is subject to rejection for any of the reasons set
forth in paragraph (d) (i) through (iii) of this subsection, and it appears to the county registrar
that the defect or omission is of such a minor nature and that any necessary additional
information may be supplied by the applicant over the telephone or by further correspondence,
the county registrar may write or call the applicant at the telephone number and/or address
provided on the application. If the county registrar is able to contact the applicant by smail-ermail
or telephone, he shall attempt to ascertain the necessary information and, if this information is
sufficient for the registrar to complete the application, the applicant shall be registered. If the
necessary information cannot be obtained by mail or telephone, or is not sufficient to
complete the application; within twenty-five (25) days of receipt. -the county registrar shall give
the applicant written notice of the rejection and provide the reason for the rejection. The county
registrar shall further inform the applicant that he has a right to attempt to register by appearing
in person or by filing another mail-in application.

(f) If a mail-in application is subject to rejection for the reason stated in paragraph (d)(v)
of this subsection and the "present home address" portion of the application is different from the
residence address for the applicant found in the Statewide Elections Management System,
registration-beeolks-the mail-in application shall be deemed a written request to update the voter’s
transferregistration -pursuant to Section 23-15-13. Subjectto-the time limits-and-other provisions
of Seetion23-1513+The county registrar or the election commissioners shall update voter’s
residence address in the Statewide Elections Management System and. nete-the-new-residence
address-on-hisreeords-and;-if necessary, advise the voter of a change in location of his county or

numclpal polhn0 place by malhng of a new voter reglbtratlon Cdld Hﬁﬂsi?er—the—&ppheam%e-lns

g ’ cinal . ,'E , ”.b] ! isordisteiot

(3) The instructions and the application form for voter registration by mail shall be in a form
established by rule duly adopted by the Secretary of State.

(4)(a) The Secretary of State shall prepare and furnish without charge the necessary forms for
application for voter registration by mail to each county registrar, municipal clerk, all public
schools, each private school that requests such applications, and all public libraries.

(b) The Secretary of State shall distribute without charge sufficient forms for application
for voter registration by mail to the Commissioner of Public Safety, who shall distribute such
forms to each driver's license examining and renewal station in the state, and shall ensure that the
forms are regularly available to the public at such stations.
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(¢) Bulk quantities of forms for application for voter registration by mail shall be
furnished by the Secretary of State to any person or organization. The Secretary of State shall
charge a person or organization the actual cost he incurs in providing bulk quantities of forms for
application for voter registration to such person or organization.

(5) The originals of completed mail-in applications shall remain on file in the office of the

county registrar, with copies thereof retained in the Statewide Elections Management System.

; : th Section 2315113 Nothine i thi fesin-shiadll spatola vt —
bl extuofialinae WA

(6) If the applicant indicates on the application that he resides within the city limits of a city or
town in the county of registration, the county registrar shall enter the information into the
Statewide Elections Management System.-Fhe-eounty-registrarshall send-munieipal-voting

2
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(7) If the applicant indicates on the application that he has previously registered to vote in
another county of this state or another state, notice to the voter's previous county of registration
in this state shall be provided by-through the Statewide Elections Management System. If the
voter's previous place of registration was in another state, notice shall be provided to the

voter's previous state of residence-if the-Statewide Elections Management System-has-that

(8) Any person who attempts to register to vote by mail shall be subject to the penalties for false
registration provided for in Section 23-15-17.

§ 23-15-49. Online voter registration.

(1) A person may register to vote under this section if the person is:

(a) eligible to register to vote under Section 23-15-11: and

(b) has a current and valid Mississippi driver’s license or photo identification card issued
bv the Mississippi Department of Public Safety.
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(2) A person described in subsection (1) of this section may submit a voter registration
application using the procedures set forth in this section.

(3)(a) The Secretary of State shall. in conjunction with the Mississippi Department of Public
Safety. establish a secure Internet website to permit persons described in subsection (1) of this
section to submit voter registration applications. The form of the online application shall be
established by rule duly adopted by the Secretary of State.

(b) The secure website established under this subsection shall allow a person descubed
in subsection (1) of ﬂ]lb section to submit an application:

1. For registration as a first-time voter in Mississippi: or

2. To change the applicant’s name. address or other 111f01matlon set forth

in the applicant’s existing voter registration record: and

(¢) Upon the submission of an application through the secure website, the software used
by the Secretary of State for processing applications through the website shall provide for
verification- that: :

(i) The applicant has a current and valid Mississippi driver’s license or photo
identification card issued by the Mississippi Department of Public Safety and that-the number for
that driver’s license or photo identification card provided by the applicant matches the number
for the applicant’s driver’s license or photo identification card that is on file with the Mississippi
Department of Public Safety:

(i) The date of birth provided by the applicant matches the date of birth that is on
file with the Mississippi Department of Public Safety: and

(iii) The applicant is a citizen of the State of Mississippi and of the United States
and that the information provided by the applicant matches the information on ﬂle w1th the
Mississippi Department of Public Safety.

If any of these items do not match or if the application is incomplete. the application shall be
reviewed by the county registrar of the applicant’s-county of residence and either completed or
rejected in accordance with Section 23-15-47(e).

(4) Any person who attempts to register to vote under this section shall be subject to the
penalties for false registration provided for in Section 23-15-17.

(5) The Secretary of State and the Department of Public Safety shall enter into a Memorandum
of Understanding providing for the sharing of information required to facilitate the requirements
of this section.

12
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SUBARTICLE C. APPEALS UPON DENIAL OF REGISTRATION

§ 23-15-61. Appeal by person denied registration.

Any person denied the right to register as a voter may appeal from the decision of the county
registrar to the board of election commissioners by filing with the county registrar, on the same
day of such denial or within five (5) days thereafter, a written application for appeal.

§ 23-15-63. Appeal by other elector of allowance of registration.

Any elector of the county may likewise appeal from the decision of the county registrar allowing
any other person to be registered as a voter; but before the same can be heard, the party
appealing shall give notice to the person whose registration is appealed from, in writing, stating
the grounds of the appeal. Said notice shall be served by the sheriff or a constable, as process in
other courts is required to be served; and the officer may demand and receive for such service,
from the person requesting the same, the sum of One Dollar ($1.00).

§ 23-15-65. Determination of appeals at September meeting of board of commissioners.

The board of commissioners shall meet at the courthouse of its county on the second Monday in
September preceding any general election, and shall remain in session from day to day, so but
the concurrence of at least three (3) commissioners shall be necessary in all cases for the
rendition of a decision. The commissioners shall hear and determine all appeals from the
decisions of the registrar of their county, allowing or refusing the applications of electors to be
registered; and they shall correct illegal or improper registrations, and shall secure the elective
franchise, as effeetedaffected by registration, to those who may be illegally or improperly denied
the same. : :

§ 23-15-67. Determination of appeals at other meetings.

The commissioners of election of each county shall, at the meetings provided for by Sections
23-15-153, 23-15-155 and 23-15-157, hear and determine any appeals which may have been
perfected and which are pending on the respective dates provided for in said Sections 23-15-153,
23-15-155 and 23-15-157, from the decisions of the registrar of their county allowing or refusing
the applications of persons to be registered. The above dates for hearing said appeals are
supplemental to the provisions of Section 23-15-65.

§ 23-15-69. Appeals heard de novo; finality of decisions.

All cases on appeal shall be heard by the boards of election commissioners de novo, and oral and
documentary evidence may be heard by them; and they are authorized to administer oaths to
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witnesses before them; and they have power to subpoena witnesses, and to compel their
attendance; to send for persons and papers; to require the sheriff and constables to attend them
and to execute their process. The decisions of the commissioners in all cases shall be final as to
questions of fact, but as to matters of law they may be revised by circuit courts and the Supreme
Court.. The registrar shall obey the orders of the commissioners in directing a person to be
registered, or a name to be stricken from the registration books.

§ 23-15-71. Appeal from decision of commissioners.

Any elector aggrieved by the decision of the commissioners shall have the right to file a bill of
exceptions thereto, to be approved and signed by the commissioners, embodying the evidence in
the case and the findings of the commissioners, within two (2) days after the rendition of the
decision, and may thereupon appeal to the circuit court upon the execution of a bond, with two
(2) or more sufficient sureties to be approved by the commissioners, in the sum of One Hundred
Dollars ($100.00), payable to the state, and conditioned to pay all costs in case the appeal shall
not be successfully prosecuted; and in case the decision of the commissioners be affirmed,
judgment shall be entered on the bond for all costs.

§ 23-15-73. Duty of commissioneré upon appeal.

It shall be the duty of the commissioners, in case of appeal from their decision, to return the bill
of exceptions and the appeal bond into the circuit court of the county within five (5) days after
the filing of the same with them; and the circuit courts shall have jurisdiction to hear and
determine such appeals.

§ 23-15-75. Proceedings in circuit court.

Should the judgment of the circuit court be in favor of the right of an elector to be registered, the
court shall so order, and shall, by its judgment, direct the registrar of the county forthwith to
register him. Costs shall not, in any case, be adjudged against the county.

§ 23-15-77. Costs.

The election commissioners shall not award costs in proceedings before them; but circuit courts
and the Supreme Court shall allow costs as in other cases.

§ 23-15-79. Date of registration to vote.

(1) Unless the application for registration was made pursuant to Section 23-15-47, the date of
registration to vote shall be the date efthe application for registration to vote was initially
received by the registrar or. if submitted by mail. the postmark date, regardless of the date on
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which the county election commission, circuit court or Supreme Court, as the case may be,
makes its final determination allowing the registration.

(2) Inthe case of an application for registration which has been made pursuant to Section
23-15-47, the date of registration to vote shall be the date the complete and legible application
form is received by the county registrar or, if mailed. the postmark date of the complete and

legible application.

SUBARTICLE D. LIABILITY OF THE REGISTRAR, PENALTIES AND INJUNCTIVE
RELIEF

§ 23-15-91. No personal liability for error of judgment.

The county registrar, while acting within his jurisdiction and under the authority of this chapter,
shall not be liable personally for any error of judgment regarding the registration of electors.

§ 23-15-93. Penalties.

If any registrar or commissioner of elections shall refuse or neglect to perform any of the duties
imposed upon him by this chapter regarding the registration of electors, or shall
knowingly permit any person to sign a false affidavit or otherwise knowingly permit any person
to violate any provision of this chapter regarding the registration of electors, or shall violate any
of the provisions of this chapter regarding the registration of electors, or if any officer taking the
affidavits as provided in this chapter regarding registration of electors shall make any false
statement in his certificate thereto attached, he shall be deemed guilty of a crime and shall be
punished by a fine not exceeding One Thousand Dollars ($ 1,000.00) or by imprisonment in the
penitentiary not exceeding one (1) year, and shall be removed from office.

§ 23-15-95. Injunctive relief.

In addition to the penalties set forth in Section 23-15-93, any applicant aggrieved by any registrar
or commissioner of elections because of their refusal or neglect to perform any of the duties
prescribed by this chapter regarding the registration of electors may petition the chancery court
of the county of the registrar or commissioner of elections for an injunction or mandate to
enforce the performance of such duties and to secure to such applicant such rights to which he
may be entitled under the provisions of said sections.
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SUBARTICLE E. REGISTRATION RECORDS

§ 23-15-113. Form of registration books.

(1) The registration books are to be in the following form: The voter registration files shall
contain copies of the applications for registration completed by electors, which applications shall
show the date of registration and signature of elector, and such files shall be known as
registration books. The files described herein may be recorded on microfilm or computer
software for convenience and efficiency in storage.

(2) From and after January 1, 2006, all records pertaining to voter registration shall be stored in
an electronic format in the Statewide Elections Management System by the county registrar.
The scanned applications shall be a legal document of voter registration and shall be retained in
the Statewide Elections Management System.

§ 23-15-114. Repealed.

§ 23-15-115. Transfer of voter registration necessitated by change in boundaries of
legislative districts.

‘When a transfer of a voter registration is necessitated by any change in the boundaries of
legislative districts, supervisors districts, voting precincts, or other similar boundaries, such
information necessary to bring about such transfer may be secured by mail or otherwise.
Necessary forms for the purposes of securing necessary information shall be prepared by the
registrar.

§ 23-15-117. Penalty for false entry, and for unauthorized erasure or alteration.

Any false entry en—any—registration—beek—er—pellbeekin the Statewide Elections

Management System or pollbook. made knowingly, and any unauthorized revision erasa,
removale or alteration therein, shall be punished. upon conviction thereof, by imprisonment in
the penitentiary for a term not exceeding ten (10) years, as provided for the alteration of any
other public record_pursuant to Section 97-11-1-
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§ 23-15-121. Loss or destruction of registration books or electronic voting record.

Should the registration books or electronic voting record of any county as maintained by the
Statewide Elections Management System be lost or destroyed, the board of supervisors may
adjudge the fact, and direct a new registration of the voters to be made; and the county registrar,
being so directed, shall make a new registration, as herein provided, of the qualified electors of
his county on new books to be provided by the board.

§ 23-15-123. Confusion of registration books.

If at any time the registration books of the county as maintained by the Statewide Elections
Management System be or become in such confusion that a new registration is necessary to
determine correctly the names of the qualified electors and the voting precinct of each, the board
of supervisors shall order a new registration of voters to be made i in like manner as provided for
in Section 23-15-121.

§ 23-15-125. Form of pollbooks.

The pollbook of each voting precinct shall designate the voting precinct for which it is to be
used, and shall be ruled in appropriate columns, with printed or written headings, as follows: date
of registration; voter registration number; name of electors; date of birth; and a number of blank

columns for the dates of elections. Exeeptas-otherwise-providedin-Seetion23-15-692_aAll
qualified applicants who register within-thirty(30)-days-before-anyregular-election-with the

eglstrar shall be entered in the Statewide Elections Management Vstem en—the—pe}}beeks

eﬁ-the&e—qﬁ&hﬁed—te—xle%e—at—sﬁeh—eleeﬁeﬂ however onlv the names of those quahhed apphcants

who register within thirty (30) days before an election shall appear on the pollbooks for said
election, When county election commissioners determine that-any elector is disqualified from

voting, by reason of death. conviction of a disenfranchising crime. removal from the jurisdiction

supervisers-distriet-or other legal cause, that fact shall be noted in the Statewide Elections
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Management System en-theresistration-beek-and his-the voter’s name shall be erased-removed
from the Statewide Elections Management System and. thus the state’s voter roll and county’s

pollbooksfrem-the-pelbeelk-—. Nothing in this section shall preclude the use of electronic
pollbooks.




Mottt N 1 n

§ 23-15-135. Registrar to keep registration book and pollbooks and provide location for
accepting applications for Mississippi Voter Identification Cards.

(1) The registration books of the several voting precinets of each county and the pollbooks
heretofore in use shall be delivered to the registrar of the county, and they, together with the
registration books and pollbooks hereafter made, shall be records of his office, and he shall
carefully preserve the same as such; and after each election the pollbooks shall be speedily
returned to the office of the registrar.

(2) The registrar of each county shall provide a location in the registrar's office at which he or
she shall accept applications for Mississippi Voter Identification Cards in accordance with the
Mississippi Constitution.

(3) The registrar of each county shall enter into a Memorandum of Understanding, which is
negotiated by the Secretary of State, with the Mississippi Department of Public Safety for the
purpose of providing a Mississippi Voter Identification Card.
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§§ 23-15-139 and 23-15-140. Repealed.

SUBARTICLE F. PURGING

§ 23-15-151. Roll of persons convicted of certain crimes to be kept by circuit clerk;
comparison with registration book.

The circuit clerk of each county is authorized and directed to prepare and keep in his office a full
and complete list, in alphabetical order, of persons convicted of vote fraud or ef-any crime listed

in Section 241 MlSSlSSlppl Constitution of 1890. th{,Le—lel—k—shal-l—eﬂ{ere—ﬁames—ef—aH—pefseﬁs

enr ollment by one clerk to another will be sufficient authority for the enrollment of the name, or
names, in another county.

A list of persons convicted of vote fraud. any crime listed in Section 241, Mississippi
Constitution 1890 or subsequent opinion(s) of the Attorney General further expanding the list of
disenfranchising crimes. shall also be imported into the Statewide Elections Management System
on a quarterly basis. Voters identified as having been convicted in a Mississippi state court of
any disenfranchising crime are not qualified electors as defined by Section 23-15-11 and shall be
purged or otherwise removed by the county registrar or county commissioners of election from

the Statewide Elections Management System.A-eertified-copy-ofany-enrollment by-one-clerkto
anotherwillbesulhetentauthority-for the-enrollment-of the name;ornames;-in-anothercounty-

§ 23-15-153. Revision of registration books and pollbooks by commissioners; amount and
limitations of per diem payments to commissioners; provision of copies of registration
books to municipal registrars; certification of hours worked; number of days in calendar
year for which commissioners entitled to receive compensation.

(1) At-least during the following times, the commissioners of election shall meet at the office of
the registrar and-to carefully revise the county regists : : S
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beeks—erhe—haJre voter 101] as electronically maintained by the Statewide Elections

Management System and remove therefrom the names of all persens voters who have requested
to be -purged from the voter roll, died, remeved-have been adjudicated non compos mentis. have
been convicted of a disenfranchising crime as defined herein at Section 23-15-151 or otherwise
become disqualified as electors frem-for any cause, and shall register the names of all persons
who have duly applied to be registered and-but have been illegally denied registration:

(a) On the Tuesday after the second Monday in January 1987 and every following year;

(b) On the first Tuesday in the month immediately preceding the first primary election for
congressmen in the years when congressmen are elected;

(c¢) On the first Monday in the month immediately preceding the first primary election for
state, state district legislative, county and county district offices in the years in which those
offices are elected; and

(d) On the second Monday of September preceding the general election or regular special
election day in years in which a general election is not conducted.

Except for the names of those voters persens-who are duly qualified to vote in the election, no
name shall be permitted to remain in the Statewide Elections Management System en-the

registration-beoks-and-pellbeeks; however, no name shall be purged from the Statewide
Elections Management System erased-from-the registration-beeks-erpelibecks-based on a

change in the residence of an elector except in accordance with procedures provided for by the
National Voter Registration Act of 1993. Except as otherwise provided by Section 23-15-573, no
person shall vote at any election whose name is not on the pollbook.

(2) Except as provided in this section, and subject to the following annual limitations, the
commissioners of election shall be entitled to receive a per diem in the amount of Eighty-four
Dollars ($84.00), to be paid from the county general fund, for every day or period of no less than
five (5) hours accumulated over two (2) or more days actually employed in the performance of
their duties in the conduct of an election or actually employed in the performance of their duties
for the necessary time spent in the revision of the county voter roll as electronically maintained

by the Statewide Elections Management System registration-books-and-peltbecks- as required in

subsection (1) of this section:

(a) In counties having less than fifteen thousand (15,000) residents according to the latest
federal decennial census, not more than fifty (50) days per year, with no more than fifteen (15)
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additional days allowed for the conduct of each election in excess of one (1) occutring in any
calendar year;

(b) In counties having fifteen thousand (15,000) residents according to the latest federal
decennial census but less than thirty thousand (30,000) residents according to the latest federal
decennial census, not more than seventy-five (75) days per year, with no more than twenty-five
(25) additional days allowed for the conduct of each election in excess of one (1) occurring in
any calendar year; '

(¢) In counties having thirty thousand (30,000) residents according to the latest federal
decennial census but less than seventy thousand (70,000) residents according to the latest federal
decennial census, not more than one hundred (100) days per year, with no more than thirty-five
(35) additional days allowed for the conduct of each election in excess of one (1) occurring in any
calendar year;

(d) In counties having seventy thousand (70,000) residents according to the latest federal
decennial census but less than ninety thousand (90,000) residents according to the latest federal
decennial census, not more than one hundred twenty-five (125) days per year, with no more than
forty-five (45) additional days allowed for the conduct of each election in excess of one (1)
occutring in any calendar year;

(e) In counties having ninety thousand (90,000) residents according to the latest federal
decennial census but less than one hundred seventy thousand (170,000) residents according to
the latest federal decennial census, not more than one hundred fifty (150) days per year, with no
more than fifty-five (55) additional days allowed for the conduct of each election in excess of
one (1) occurring in any calendar year;

- () In counties having one hundred seventy thousand (170,000) residents according to the
latest federal decennial census but less than two hundred thousand (200,000) residents according
to the latest federal decennial census, not more than one hundred seventy-five (175) days per
year, with no more than sixty-five (65) additional days allowed for the conduct of each election
in excess of one (1) occurring in any calendar year;

(g) In counties having two hundred thousand (200,000) residents according to the latest
federal decennial census but less than two hundred twenty-five thousand (225,000) residents
according to the latest federal decennial census, not more than one hundred ninety (190) days per
year, with no more than seventy-five (75) additional days allowed for the conduct of each
election in excess of one (1) occurring in any calendar year;
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(h) In counties having two hundred twenty-five thousand (225,000) residents according to
the latest federal decennial census but less than two hundred fifty thousand (250,000) residents
according to the latest federal decennial census, not more than two hundred fifteen (215) days
per year, with no more than eighty-five (85) additional days allowed for the conduct of each
election in excess of one (1) occurring in any calendar year;

(1) In counties having two hundred fifty thousand (250,000) residents according to the
latest federal decennial census but less than two hundred seventy-five thousand (275,000)
residents according to the latest federal decennial census, not more than two hundred thirty (230)
days per year, with no more than ninety-five (95) additional days allowed for the conduct of each
election in excess of one (1) occurring in any calendar year;

(1) In counties having two hundred seventy-five thousand (275,000) residents according
to the latest federal decennial census or more, not more than two hundred forty (240) days per
year, with no more than one hundred five (105) additional days allowed for the conduct of each
election in excess of one (1) occurring in any calendar year.

(3) In addition to the number of days authorized in subsection (2) of this section, the board of
supervisors of a county may authorize, in its discretion, the commissioners of election to receive
a per diem in the amount provided for in subsection (2) of this section, to be paid from the
county general fund, for every day or period of no less than five (5) hours accumulated over two
(2) or more days actually employed in the performance of their duties in the conduct of an
election or actually employed in the performance of their duties for the necessary time spent in
the revision of the county voter roll as electronically maintained by the Statewide Elections

Management System registration-boeks-and-pellbeeks-_as required in subsection (1) of this

section, for not to exceed five (5) days.

(4)(a) The commissioners of election shall be entitled to receive a per diem in the amount of
Eighty-four Dollars ($84.00), to be paid from the county general fund, not to exceed ten (10)
days for every day or period of no less than five (5) hours accumulated over two (2) or more
days actually employed in the performance of their duties for the necessary time spent in the
revision of the county voter roll as electronically maintained by the Statewide Elections
Management System registration-beeks-and-peltbeeks-prior to any special election. For purposes
of this paragraph, the regular special election day shall not be considered a special election. The
annual limitations set forth in subsection (2) of this section shall not apply to this paragraph.

(b) The commissioners of election shall be entitled to receive a per diem in the amount of
One Hundred Fifty Dollars ($150.00), to be paid from the county general fund, for the
performance of their duties on the day of any general or special election. The annual limitations
set forth in subsection (2) of this section shall apply to this paragraph.
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(5) The commissioners of election shall be entitled to receive a per diem in the amount of
Eighty-four Dollars ($84.00), to be paid from the county general fund, not to exceed fourteen
(14) days for every day or period of no less than five (5) hours accumulated over two (2) or more
days actually employed in the performance of their duties for the necessary time spent in the
revision of the county voter roll as electronically maintained by the Statewide Elections

Management System registration-boekspelbeeks- and in the conduct of a runoff election

following either a general or special election.

(6) The commissioners of election shall be entitled to receive only one (1) per diem payment for
those days when the commissioners of election discharge more than one (1) duty or
responsibility on the same day.

(7) In preparation for a municipal primary. runoff. general or special election, tFhe county
registrar, upon request therefor by the municipal clerk, shall generate and print the master voter
roll and prepare-the pollbooks from the Statewide Elections Management System st the-gernn:

conymissioners-of-electionshall prepare-the registration-beeks-of for each-the municipality
located within the county pﬁﬁu&ﬂﬁe—a&&afeeﬂaeﬁ%behveeﬁ—ﬂ&&emaﬁd—eaehﬂimapahﬁﬁ

e e s s seaal 6

e}}beedtﬁe—ﬂaeqﬂ&maf%eleﬂeeﬁe&ek%apah%ﬂa&e&mﬂuThe mumclpahty shall pay

to the county registrar the actual cost of fex preparing and printing the municipal master voter
roll and pollbooks. A municipality may secure "read only" access to the Statewide Centralized
Elections Management VWeter-System and print its own pollbooks using this informations

(8) County commissioners of election who perform the duties of an executive committee with
regard to the conduct of a primary election under a written agreement authorized by law to be
entered into with an executive committee shall receive per diem as provided for in subsection (2)
of this section. The days that county commissioners of election are employed in the conduct of a
primary election shall be treated the same as days county commissioners of election are
employed in the conduct of other elections.
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(9) Every commissioner of election shall sign personally a certification setting forth the number
of hours actually worked in the performance of the commissioner's official duties and for which
the commissioner seeks compensation. The certification must be on a form as prescribed in this

subsection. The commissioner's signature is, as a matter of law, made under the commissioner's

oath of office and under penalties of perjury.

The certification form shall be as follows:

COUNTY ELECTION COMMISSIONER

PER DIEM CLAIM FORM
NAME: COUNTY:
ADDRESS: DISTRICT:
CITY: ZIP:

PURPOSE APPLICABLE ACTUAI PER DIEM
DATE BEGINNING ~ ENDING OF MSCODE  HOURS DAYS
WORKED TIME TIME WORK SECTION ~ WORKED
EARNED

TOTAL NUMBER OF PER DIEM DAYS EARNED
EXCLUDING ELECTION DAYS

PER DIEM RATE PER DAY EARNED x $84.00
TOTAL NUMBER PER DIEM DAYS EARNED

FOR ELECTION DAYS
PER DIEM RATE PER DAY EARNED x $150.00
TOTAL AMOUNT OF PER DIEM CLAIMED $

I'understand that I am signing this document under my oath as a commissioner of election and
under penalties of perjury.

I understand that I am requesting payment from taxpayer funds and that I have an obligation to
be specific and truthful as to the amount of hours worked and the compensation I am requesting.
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Signed this the day of ,

Commissioner's Signature

When properly completed and signed, the certification must be filed with the clerk of the county
board of supervisors before any payment may be made. The certification will be a public record
available for inspection and reproduction immediately upon the oral or written request of any
person.

Any person may contest the accuracy of the certification in any respect by notifying the
chairman of the commission, any member of the board of supervisors or the clerk of the board of
supervisors of such contest at any time before or after payment is made, If the contest is made
before payment is made, no payment shall be made as to the contested certificate until the
contest is finally disposed of. The person filing the contest shall be entitled to a full hearing, and
the clerk of the board of supervisors shall issue subpoenas upon request of the contestor
compelling the attendance of witnesses and production of documents and things. The contestor
shall have the right to appeal de novo to the circuit court of the involved county, which appeal
- must be perfected within thirty (30) days from a final decision of the commission, the clerk of
the board of supervisors or the board of supervisors, as the case may be.

Any contestor who successfully contests any certification will be awarded all expenses incident
to his contest, together with reasonable attorney's fees, which will be awarded upon petition to
the chancery court of the involved county upon final disposition of the contest before the election
comumission, board of supervisors, clerk of the board of supervisors, or, in case of an appeal,

final disposition by the court. The commissioner against whom the contest is decided shall be
liable for the payment of the expenses and attorney's fees, and the county shall be jointly and
severally liable for same.

(10) Any commissioner of election who has not received a certificate issued by the Secretary of
State pursuant to Section 23-15-211 indicating that the commissioner of election has received the
required elections seminar instruction and that the commissioner of election is fully qualified to
conduct an election, shall not receive any compensation authorized by this section, Section
23-15-491 or Section 23-15-239.
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§ 23-15-159. Repealed.

§ 23-15-161. Attendance and assistance of registrar at meeting of commissioners.

The county registrar shall:
(a) aAttend the meetings of the county election commissioners;-and;

(b) sShall furnish-permit and furnish them theresistrationbeeks-and the pelbeocksand
shallmaster-voterroll-by-permitting-access to the Statewide Elections Management System: and

(c) #Render them all needed assistance of which kethe registrar is capable in the
performance of their duties in revising the list of qualified electors. '

SUBARTICLE G. STATEWIDE EENTRALIZED-VOTER ELECTIONS MANAGEMENT
SYSTEM.

§ 23-15-163. Purpose of subarticle.
The purposes of this subarticle are:

(a) To establish a centralized statewide qualified voter file that consists of all qualified
electors who are registered to vote;

(b) To enhance the uniformity of the administration of elections by creating and
maintaining a centralized statewide file of qualified voters;

(¢) To increase the efficiency and decrease the cost of maintaining voter registration
records and implementing the National Voter Registration Act of 1993;

(d) To increase the integrity of the voting process by compiling a single centralized
qualified voter file from county voter roll data that will permit the name of each citizen of this
state to appear only once;

(e) To apply technology and information gathered by principal executive departments of
state government, state agencies and local voter registrars in a manner that ensures that accurate
and current records of qualified voters are maintained and to secure cooperation among all state
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and county entities to develop systems and processes that are interfaced with the Centralized
Statewide Voter System; and

() To enable the state to receive federal funds which may be available to carry out
provisions of this subarticle.

§ 23-15-165. Implementation of centralized database of registered voters; functions;
format; advisory committee.

(1) Frem-and-afterJduly1:-2002+The Office of the Secretary of State, in cooperation with the

leeal-county registrars and election commissioners, shall begin to procure, implement and
maintain an electronic information processing system and programs capable of maintaining a
centralized database of all registered voters in the state. The system shall encompass software
and hardware, at both the state and county level, software development training, conversion and
support and maintenance for the system. This system shall be known as the "Statewide
Elections Management System" and shall constitute the official record of registered voters in
every county of the state.

(2) The Office of the Secretary of State shall develop and implement the Statewide Elections
Management System so that the registrar and election commissioners of each county shall:

(a) Verify that an applicant that is registering to vote in such county is not registered to
vote in another county;

(b) Be notified automatically that a registered voter in its county has registered to vote in
another county;

(c) Receive regular reports of death, changes of address and convictions for
disenfranchising crimes that apply to voters registered in the county; and

(d) Retain all present functionality related to, but not limited to, the use of voter roll data
and to implement such other functionality as the law requires to enhance the maintenance of
accurate county voter records and related jury selection and redistricting programs.

(3) Asa part of the procurement and implementation of the system, the Office of the Secretary
of State shall, with the assistance of the advisory committee, procure services necessary to
convert current voter registration records in the counties into a standard, industry accepted file
format that can be used on the Statewide Elections Management System. Thereafter, all
official voter information shall be maintained on the Statewide Elections Management System.
The standard industry accepted format of data shall be reviewed and approved by a majority of
the advisory committee created in subsection (5) of this section after consultation with the
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Circuit Clerks Association and the format may not be changed without majority approval of the
advisory committee and without consulting the Circuit Clerks Association.

(4) The Secretary of State may, with the assistance of the advisory committee, adopt rules and
regulations necessary to administer the Statewide Elections Management System. Such rules and
regulations shall at least:

(a) Provide for the establishment and maintenance of a centralized database for all voter
registration information in the state;

(b) Provide procedures for integrating data into the centralized database;

(c) Provide security to insure that only the registrar, or his designee or other appropriate
official, as the law may require, can add information to, delete information from and modify
information in the system;

(d) Provide the registrar or his designee or other appropriate official, as the law may
require, access to the system at all times, including the ability to download copies of the industry
standard file, for all purposes related to their official duties, including, but not limited to,
exclusive access for the purpose of printing of all local pollbooks;

(e) Provide security and protection of all information in the system and monitor the
system to ensure that unauthorized access is not allowed;

() Provide a procedure that will allow the registrar, or his designee or other appropriate
official, as the law may require, to identify the precinct and subprecinct to which a voter should
be assigned; and

(g) Provide a procedure for phasing in or converting existing manual and computerized
voter registration systems in counties to the Statewide Elections Management System.
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(6)(a) Social security numbers, telephone numbers and date of birth and age information in
statewide, district, county and municipal voter registration files shall be exempt from and shall
not be subject to inspection, examination, copying or reproduction under the Mississippi Public
Records Act of 1983.

(b) Copies of statewide, district, county or municipal voter registration files, excluding
social security numbers, telephone numbers and date of birth and age information, shall be
provided to any person in accordance with the Mississippi Public Records Act of 1983 at a cost
not to exceed the actual cost of production.

SUBARTICLE H. COMPLIANCE WITH HELP AMERICA VOTE ACT OF 2002

§ 23-15-169. Secretary of State to establish administrative complaint procedure for
handling grievances.

The Secretary of State shall, by rule and regulation, establish an administrative complaint
procedure for handling grievances in accordance with the Help America Vote Act of 2002.

§ 23-15-169.1. Secretary of State and Commissioner of Public Safety to enter agreement
granting access to driver's license and identification cardholder databases for purpose of
matching information in Statewide Centralized Voter Database.

The Secretary of State and the Commissioner of Public Safety shall enter into an agreement to
grant the Secretary of State's Office "read only" access to the driver's license database and
identification cardholder database for the purpose of matching information in the database of the
Statewide Centralized Voter System created in Section 23-15-163 et seq. to the extent required to
enable the Secretary of State to verify the accuracy of information provided on applications for
voter registration in compliance with the Help America Vote Act of 2002.
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§ 23-15-169.2. Commissioner of Public Safety to enter agreement with Commissioner of
Social Security to verify accaracy of information provided with respect to applications for
voter registration.

The Commissioner of Public Safety shall enter into an agreement with the Commissioner of
Social Security under Section 205 (1) (8) of the Social Security Act in accordance with the Help
America Vote Act of 2002 to verify the accuracy of applicable information provided by the
Commissioner of Public Safety with respect to applications for voter registration.

§ 23-15-169.3. Secretary of State authorized to accept and expend federal funds under Help
America Vote Act of 2002; eligibility for federal fands of counties purchasing voting
systems that comply with Act.

(1) The Secretary of State shall have the authority to accept federal funds authorized under the
Help America Vote Act of 2002 and to meet all the requ1rements of the Help America Vote Act
of 2002 in order to expend the funds.

(2) Counties that purchase or have purchased since January 1, 2001, voting systems that comply
with the requirements of the Help America Vote Act of 2002 shall be eligible for federal funds
accepted by the Secretary of State for Help America Vote Act of 2002 compliance efforts. The
only restriction that the Secretary of State may place on the expenditure of federal funds for the
purchase of voting systems is that the systems comply with the criteria and rules established in
the Help America Vote Act of 2002 for voting systems. '

(3) Counties may purchase voting systems under the Help America Vote Act of 2002 (HAVA)
if:

(a) The system selected is HAVA compliant as determined by the rules promulgated to
effectuate the Help America Vote Act of 2002 in this state; and

(b) The County Board of Supervisors spreads upon its minutes a certification of
the following:

(i) The county determined it is in its best interest to opt out of any statewide bulk
purchase to be effectuated by the Secretary of State pursuant to his duties under HAVA;

(i1) The voting system selected by the county meets all of the foregoing
requirements under HAVA;

(iii) The county understands and accepts any and all liability for said system; and
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(iv) The county is solely responsible for the purchase of said system.

Upon meeting the foregoing requirements, a county shall be reimbursed for its costs for said
system from the HAVA funds for this purpose; however, the county shall be limited in its
reimbursement to an amount to be determined by the Secretary of State based upon an objective
formula implemented for the statewide, bulk purchase of said voting systems. Any costs over and
above the set formula described herein shall be the sole responsibility of the county.

(c) In addition to other information required by paragraph (b) of this subsection, any
county that purchases voting systems after June 6, 2005 shall spread upon its minutes
certification of the following:

(i) All voting systems within the county are the same, except those
machines that are handicap accessible as required by HAVA; and

(ii) The voting systems have a device or mechanism that allows any votes cast to
be verified by paper audit trail.

§ 23-15-169.4. Information to be provided to absent uniformed services voters and overseas
voters regarding voter registration and absentee ballot procedures.

The Secretary of State shall be responsible for providing to all absent uniformed services voters
and overseas voters who wish to vote or register to vote in this state information required by the
Help America Vote Act of 2002 regarding voter registration procedures and absentee ballot
procedures to be used by absent uniformed services voters and overseas voters with respect to
elections, including procedures relating to the use of the federal write-in absentee ballot.

§ 23-15-169.5. Rules and regulations to be promulgated by the Secretary of State.

The Secretary of State shall promulgate rules and regulations necessary to effectuate the
provisions of the Help America Vote Act of 2002 in this state.
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§ 23-15-169.7. ""Help Mississippi Vote Fund" created; money in fund to be used to support
state's maintenance of efforts as required by federal mandates of Help America Vote Act."

(I)(a) There is created in the State Treasury a special fund, to be designated the "Help
Mississippi Vote Fund" to the credit of the Secretary of State, which shall be comprised of the
monies required to be deposited into the fund under Section 7-3-59, and any other funds that may
be made available for the fund by the Legislature.

(b) Monies in the fund shall be expended by the Secretary of State to support the state's
maintenance of efforts as required by the federal mandates of the Help America Vote Act of

2002.
(c) Unexpended amounts remaining in the special fund at the end of a fiscal year shall not

lapse into the State General Fund, and any interest earned or investment earnings on amounts in
the special fund shall be deposited to the credit of the special fund.
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ARTICLE 5. TIMES OF PRIMARY AND GENERAL ELECTIONS

SUBARTICLE A, MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS

§ 23-15-171, Primary elections.

{1) Municipal primary elections shall be held on the first Tuesday in May—April preceding the general
municipal election and, in the event a second primary shall be necessary, such second primary shall be
held on the thizd-fourth Tuesday in May-April preceding such general municipal election. The candidate
receiving a majority of the votes cast in the election shall be the party nominee. If no candidate shall
receive a majority vote at the election, the two (2) candidates receiving the highest number of votes
shall have their names placed on the ballot for the primary election to be held three (3) weeks
thereafter. The candidate receiving the most votes cast in the second primary election shall be the party
nominee. However, if no candidate shall receive a majority vote at the first primary, and there is a tie in
the election of those receiving the next highest vote, those candidates receiving the next highest vote
and the candidate receiving the highest vote shall have their names placed on the ballot for the election
to be held three (3) weeks thereafter, and whoever receives the most votes cast in the second primary
election shall be the party nominee. At such primary election the municipal executive committee shall
perform the same duties as are specified by law-and performed by members of the county executive

~ committee with regard to state and county primary elections. Each municipal executive committee shall

have as many members as there are elective officers of the municipality, and such members of the
municipal executive committee of each political party shall be elected in the primary elections held for
the nomination of candidates for municipal offices. The provisions of this section shall govern all
municipal primary elections as far as applicable, but the officers to prepare the ballots and the managers
and other officials of the primary election shall be appointed by the municipal executive
committee of the party holding such primary, and the returns of such election shall be made to such
municipal executive committee. Vacancies in the executive committee shall be filled by it.

(2) Provided, however; that in municipalities operating under a special or private charter which fixes a
time for holding elections, other than the time fixed by Chapter 491, Laws of 1950, the first primary
election shall be held exactiy-four{4lweekson the first Tuesday two (2) months before the time for
holding the general election as fixed by the charter, and the second primary election, where necessary,
shall be held twe{(2} three (3) weeks after the first primary election, unless the charter of any such
municipality provides otherwise, in which event the provisions of the special or private charter shall
prevail as to the time of holding such primary elections.

(3) All primary elections in municipalities shall be held and conducted in the same manner as is provided
by law for state and county primary elections.



§ 23-15-173. General elections.
(1) Ageneral municipal election shall be held in each city-, town or village an the first Tuesday after the
first Monday of June, 1985, and every four (4) years thereafter, for the election of all municipal officers

elected by the people. -

(2) All municipal general elections shall be held and conducted in the same manner as is provided by.
law for state and county general elections.

SUBARTICLE B. OTHER ELECTIONS

§ 23-15-191. Primary elections.

The first primary shall be held on the first Tuesday after the first Monday of August preceding

any regular or general election; and the second primary shall be held three (3) weeks thereafter. IAny

candidate who receives the highest popular vote cast for the office which he seeks in the first primary '

shall thereby become the nominee of the party for such office; provided also it be a majority of all the

votes cast for that office. If no candidate receive such majority of popular votes in the first primary, then

the two (2) candidates who receive the highest popular vote for such office shall have their names

submitted as such candidates to a second primary, and the candidate who leads in such second primary

.. shall be nominated to the ofﬁce.[When there is a tie in the first primary of those receiving next highest _{ Comment [HRR1]: Consider mirroring lang.
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vote, these two (2) and the one (1) receiving the highest vote, none having received a majority, shall go
into the second primary, and whoever leads in such second primary shall be entitled to the nomination.

§ 23-15-193. Officers to be elected at general state election.

At the election in 1995, and every four (4) years thereafter, there shall be elected a Governor,
Lieutenant Governor, Secretary of State, Auditor of Public Accounts, State Treasurer, Attorney General,
three (3) public service commissioners, three (3) Mississippi Transportation Commissioners,
Commissioner of Insurance, Commissioner of Agriculture and Commerce, Senators and members of the
House of Representatives in the Legislature, district attorneys for the several districts, clerks of the
circuit and chancery courts of the several counties, as well as sheriffs, coroners, assessors, surveyors and
members of the boards of supervisors, justice court judges and constables, and all other officers to be
elected by the people at the general state election. All such officers shall hold their offices for a term of
four (4) years, and until their successors are elected and qualified. The state officers shall be elected in
the manner prescribed in Section 140 of the Constitution.

§ 23-15-195. Elections to be by ballot in one day.

All elections by the people shall be by ballot, and shall be concluded in one (1) day.
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§ 23-15-197. Times for holding elections.

{1} Times for holding primary and general elections for congressional offices shall be as prescribed in
Sections 23-15-1031, 23-15-1033 and 23-15-1041.

{2} Times for helding elections for the office of judge of the Supreme Court shall be as prescribed in
Sections 23-15-991 and Sections 23-15-974 through 23-15-985.

(3) Times for holding elections for the office of circuit court judge and the office of chancery court
judge shall be as prescribed in Sections 23-15-974 through 23-15-985, and Section 23-15-1015.

{4) Times for halding elections for the office of county election commissioners shall be as prescribed in
Section 23-15-213.
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ARTICLE 7. ELECI'I_O-N OFFICIALS

§ 23-15-211. Board of election commissioners and registrar; elections training seminar; certification of

" seminar participants; compensation of commissioners attending seminar; authorization by Secretary
of State of additional training days; comprehensive poll worker training program; computer skills
training and refresher courses for circuit clerks.

(1) There shall be:
(a) A State Board of Election Commissioners to consist of the Governor, who shall serve as Chairman, the

Secretary of State, who shall serve as Secretary, and the Attornev General, any two (2) of whom may
perform the duties required of the board. The duties of the board shall include, but not be limited to::

(i) __Rule on candidate qualifications for statewide, Supreme Court, Court of Appeals,
congressional district, circuit and chancery court district, other state district, and legislative

offices;

(ii) Approve state ballot for the offices stated in subpart {i);

“(iii) The Secretary of State shall be the proper office to accépt service of process on behalf of the
State Board of Election Commissioners; and

(iv) To adopt such administrative rules and regulations as are necessary to carry out the State

Board’s respective duties; and

(b) A board of election commissioners in each county to consist of five (5) bersons who are electors_of
the supervisor’s district from wh|ch one election commissioner shall be elected in the county in whlch
they are to act.;-and

) WMMMWMM

(2) The board of supervisors of each county shall pay members of the county election commission for
attending training events a per diem in the amount provided in Section

23-15-153; however, except as otherwise provided in this section, the per diem shall not be palid to an
election commissioner for more than twelve (12) days of training per year and shall.only be paid to
election commissioners who actually attend and complete a training event and obtain a training
certificate.

(3) Included in this twelve (12) days shall be an elections seminar, conducted and sponsored by the
Secretary of State, Election commissioners and chairpersons of each political party executive committee,

1
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or their designee, shall be required to attend. An election official will be certified by the Secretary of
State only after attending the annual elections seminar and successfully completing a skills assessment.

(4) Each participant shall receive a certificate from the Secretary of State indicating that the named
participant has-received the elections training seminar instruction and successfully completed a skills

assessment, -and that each participant is fully qualified to conduct an election. Commissioners of
election shall annually file the certificate with the chancery clerk. If any commissioner of election shall
fail to file the certificate by April 30 of each year, his office shall be vacated, absent exigent
circumstances as determined by the board of supervisors and consistent with the facts. The vacancy
shall be declared by the board of supervisors and the vacancy shall be filled in the manner described by
law. Prior to declaring the office vacant, the board of supervisors shall give the election commissioner

notice and the opportunity for a hearing.

(5) The Secretary of State, upon approval of the board of supervisors, may authorize not more than
eight (8) additional training days per year for commissioners of election in one or more counties. The
board of supervisors of each county shall pay members of the county election commission for attending
training on these days a per diem in the amount provided in Section 23-15-153.

(6) The Secretary of State shall-develephas developed and made available to county election officials
for use in providing poll worker training a single, comprehensive poll worker training program to_ensure-
assistlocal-election-officials in-providing uniform, secure elections throughout the state. The program
shalkincludes-at-a-minimum- on-line training oh all state and federal election laws and procedures and.
voting machine opening and closing procedures. County poll managers who individually access and

complete the on-line training program, inclusive of all skills assessments, at least five (5) days prior to an
election shall be defined as “certified poll manager,” entitling them to a “Certificate of Completion” and
an additional Twenty-Five Dollars ($25.00) pavable from the Help Mississippi Vote Fund by the Secretary
of State in compensation for each election subsequent to completion until December 31 of that calendar
year. At least one (1) certified poll manager shall be appointed by county election officials and shall work
in each polling place in the county during each general election. This subsection shall stand repealed on

December 31, 2020.

(7) The Secretary of State shalt-has developed, in conjunction with the Mississippi-Cemmunity
College BoardState Board of Community and Junior Colleges, and made available on-line:

(a) A computer skills training course for all newly elected circuit clerks that shall be completed within
one hundred eighty (180) days of the commencement of their term of office; and

(b) A computer skills refresher course for all serving circuit clerks that shall be completed within one
_ hundred eighty (180) days of the commencement of every odd-numbered term of service.
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§ 23-15-211.1. Secretary of State designated Mississippi's chief election officer; chief election officer
to gather certain information regarding elections; annual report on voter participation.

* (1) For purposes of the National Voter Registration Act of 1993, the Secretary of State is designated as
Mississippi's chief election officer.

(2) Asthe chief election officer of the State of Mississippi, the Secretary of State shall have the power
and duty to gather sufficient information concerning voting in elections in this state. The Secretary of
State shall gather information on voter participation and submit an annual report to the Legislature, the
Governar, the Attorney General and the public.
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§ 23-15-213. Election of county commissioners.

mﬁm%ﬁeﬁm&dmmmmpﬂyemﬂhere shall be elected

five (5) commissioners of election for each county whose terms of office shall commence on the first
Monday of January following their election and who shall serve for a term of four (4) years. Each of the
commissioners, before acting, shall take and subscribe the oath of office prescribed by the Constitution
and file the oath in the office of the clerk of the chancery court, there to remain. While engaged in their
duties, the commissioners shall be conservators of the peace in the county, with all the duties and
powers of such.

(2)(a) The qualified electors of each superviserssupervisor's district shall elect, at the general
election in 1884-2020and-every-four{4)yaars theraatter, in their district one (1) commissioner of
election, The commissioners of election from board of supervisors Districts One, Three and Five shall
serve for a term of four (4) years. The commissioners of election from board of supervisor Pistricts Two
and Four shall serve for a term of six (6) years. This subsection shall stand repealed on December 31,
2025.
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(b} At the general election in 2024 and every four (4) years thereafter, the qualified electors of
the board of supervisor's districts One, Three and Five shall elect in their district one commissioner of

election. At the general election in 2026 and every four (4) years thereafter, the qualified electors of

board of supervisor's districts Two and Four shall elect in their district one commissioner of election.

(c) No more than one (1) commissioner shall be a resident of and reside in each supervisors
district of the county; it being the purpose of this section that the county board of election
commissioners shall consist of one (1) person from each supervisors district of the county and that each
commissioner be elected from the supervisors district in which he resides.

; (3] Candidates for county election commissioner shall qualify by filing with the clerk of the board
of supervisors of their respective counties a petition personally signed by not less than fifty (50)
qualified electors of the supervisors district in which they reside, requesting that they be a candidate, by
5:00 p.m. not later than the first Monday in June of the year in which the election occurs and unless the
petition is filed within the required time, their names shall not be placed upon the ballot. Allcandidates-
shall declare inwritingtheirparty-affiliation i anyto-the board-ofsuperdsersand-such-party-affiliatio

(4) The petition shall have attached thereto a certificate of the registrar showing the number of
qualified electors on each petition, which shall be furnished by the registrar on request. The board shall
determine the sufficiency of the petition, and if the petition contains the required number of signatures
and is filed within the time required, the president of the board shall verify that the candidate is a
resident of the supervisors district in which he seeks election and that the candidate is otherwise
qualified as provided by law, and shall certify that the candidate is qualified to the chairman or secretary
of the county election commission and the names of the candidates shall be placed upon the ballot for
the ensuing election. No county election commissioner shall serve or be considered as elected unless .
and until he has received a majority of the votes cast for the position or post for which he is a candidate.
If a majority vote is not received in the first election, then the two (2) candidates receiving the most
votes for each position or post shall be placed upon the ballot for a second election to be held three (3)
weeks later in accordance with appropriate procedures followed in other elections involving runoff
candidates. ’

(5) Upen-takingefficeln the first meeting in January each vear, the county board of election
commissioners shall organize by electing a chairman and a secretary who shall serve a one (1) vear term.,

The county board of election commissioners shall provide to the Secretary of State the names of the

Chairman and Secretary and provide notice of any change in officer(s) which may occur during the year.

It shall be the duty of the chairman to have-theapprove the official ballot printed-and distributed a_
sufficient number of the same at each general or special election.

4



§ 23-15-215. Performance by board of supervisors of commissioners' duties.

If there shall not be commissioners of election in any county, or if they fail to act, the duties prescribed
for them shall be performed by the board of supervisors. In such case, the president of the board is
charged with the duty of having the official ballot printed and distributed; and the managers of election
shall make returns to the hoard, which shall canvass the returns, give certificates of election, and make
report to the Secretary of State, in like manner as the commissioners of election are required to do.

§ 23-15-217. County election commissioner authorized to be candidate for other office; resignation
from office; duties and powers of board of supervisors where election of county election
commissioner is contested.

(1) A commissioner of election of any county may be a candidate for any other office at any election
held or to be held during the feuryaarterm for which he or she has been elected to the office of
commissioner of election-erwith-reference-to-which-he-ershe-hasaeted-assuch; provided that he or
she has resigredsubmitted his or her resignation from the office of election commissioner before he or
she files to qualifyies for the office which he or she desires to seek. The clerk for the board of
supervisors must be in actual receipt of the resignation for the same to be deemed submitted.

(2) In any case involving the election of a county election commissioner wherein there is a contest of
any nature, including, but not limited to, the right of any person to vote or the counting of any challenge
. ballot, all the duties and powers of the commission in connection with said contest shall be performed
by the board of supervisors, as is contemplated by Section 23-15-215 in cases where there are no

commissioners of election in the county.

§ 23-15-219. Employment by board of election commissioners of investigators, legal counsel and
others.

(1) The board of election commissioners is hereby authorized and empowered to employ and set or
determine the duties of and determine the compensation of such investigators, legal counsel,
secretaries, technical advisors and any other employees or persons who or which said board or a
majority thereof may deem necessary to enable them to discharge the duties and obligations presently
or hereafter vested in them. However, before employing such persons or setting or determining said
compensation, the election commissioners must first have the approval of the board of supervisors
of the county.

(2) The board of supervisors of the county is authorized and empowered to pay out of the general fund
of the county the salaries and necessary traveling and subsistence expenses of said employees of said
board of commissioners in such amounts as may be mutually agreed upon by the said board of
supervisors and said board of election commissioners, but which shall be computed on the same basis
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allowed to state employees when traveling on state business. All expense accounts of said employees of
said board of election commissioners shall be approved by said board of election commissioners and
said board of supervisors or, in the discretion of each of said boards, by one (1) of the members of each
of said boards duly authorized by the respective boards to approve or disapprove said subsistence,

- traveling and mileage expense accounts. ‘

(3) Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit a person who holds the office of commissioner
of election from being employed and receiving compensation pursuant to this section. Any
compensation which such a person may receive from his employment pursuant to this section shall be in
addition to any compensation such person may receive in performing his duties as a commissioner of
election.

i§ 23-15-221. Appointment and duties of municipal election commissionersl

__..---~"| Comment [HRR3]: Create new Article for
Municipal Elections

The governing authorities of municipalities having a population of less than twenty thousand (20,000)

inhabitants according to the last federal decennial census shall appoint three (3) election

commissioners; the governing authorities of municipalities having a population of twenty thousand

(20,000) inhabitants or more and less than one hundred thousand (100,000) inhabitants according to

_ the last federal decennial census shall appoint five (5) election commissioners; and the governing

authorities of municipalities having a population of one hundred thousand (100,000) or more according

to the last federal decennial census shall appoint seven (7) election commissioners,ene{il-efwheormin-
il skiad foci ; i notfici L ordidlek

whem-. The municipal election commissioners, in conjunction with the municipal clerk, shall perform all

the duties in respect to the municipal election prescribed by law to be performed by the county election
commissioners where not otherwise provided. The said election commissioners shall, in case there be
but one (1) election precinct in the municipality, act as election managers themselves.

§ 23-15-223. Appointment of county registrars and deputy registrars; liability of registrar for
malfeasance or nonfeasance of deputy registrar.

The State Board of Election Commissioners, on or before the fifteenth day of February succeeding each
general election, shall appoint in the several counties registrars of elections, who shall hold office for

" four (4) years and until their successors shall be duly qualified. The county registrar shall be the clerk of
the circuit court, unless the State Board of Election Commissioners finds the circuit clerk to be an

improper person to register the names of the electors in the county. The registrar is empowered to

appoint deputy registrars, with the consent of the board of election commissioners, who may discharge
- the duties of the registrar. '

The clerk of every municipality shall be appointed as such a deputv registrar, as contemplated by
the National Voter Registration Act (NVRA).



The county registrar may not be held liable for any malfeasance or nonfeasance in office by any deputy
registrar who is a deputy registrar by virtue of his office.

§ 23-15-225. Compensation of registrars.

{1) The registrar shall be entitled to such compensation, payable monthly out of the county treasury,
which the board of supervisors of the county shall allow on an annual basis in the following amounts:

{a) For counties with a total population of more than two hundred thousand {200,000), an amount not
to exceed Twenty-nine Thousand Nine Hundred Dollars {$29,900.00), but not less than Nine Thousand
Two Hundred Dollars {$9,200.00),

{b) 'For counties with a total population of more than ene hundred thousand {100,000} and not more
than two hundred thousand (200,000}, an amount not to exceed Twenty-five Thousand Three Hundred
Doltars {$25,300.00), but not iess than Nine Thousand Two Hundred Dollars {$9,260.00}.

(c) For counties with a total population of more than fifty thousand {50,000) and not more than one
hundred thousand {108,000}, an amount not to exceed Twenty-three Thousand Doflars {$23,000.00),
but not less than Nine Thousand Two Hundred Dollars ($9,200.00}.

{d) For counties with a total population of more than thirty-five thousand {35,000) and not more than
fifty thousand {50,000), an amount not to exceed Twenty Thousand Seven Hundred Doltars
($20,700.00), but not less than Nine Thousand Two Hundred Dollars {$9,200.00).

(e) For counties with a total population of more than twenty-five thousand (25,000) and not mare than -
thirty-five thousand {35,000}, an amount not to exceed Eighteen Thousand Four Hundred Doltars
{$18,400.00), but not Jess than Nine Thousand Two Hundred Dollars {$9,200.00),

{f) For counties with a total population of more than fifteen thousand {15,000) and not more than
twenty-five thousand (25,000}, an amount not to exceed Sixteen Thousand One Hundred Dollars
(516,100.00), but not less than Nine Thousand Two Hundred Dollars ($9,200.00).

{g} For counties with a total population of more than ten thousand {10,000) and not more than fifteen
thousand (15,000}, an amount not to exceed Thirteen Thousand Eight Hundred Dollars {$13,800.00), but
not less than Eight Thousand Fifty Dollars ($8,050.00).

(h} For counties with a total population of more than six thousand {6,000} and not more than ten
thousand {10,000}, an amount not to exceed Eleven Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($11,500.00), but
not less than Eight Thousand Fifty Doffars ($8,050.00,
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(.i) For counties with a total population of not more than six thousand (6,000), an amount not to exceed
Nine Thousand Two Hundred Dollars ($9,200.00) but not less than Six Thousand Three Hundred Twenty-
five Dollars ($6,325.00).

(j) For counties having two (2) judicial districts, the board of supervisors of the county may allow, in
addition to the sums prescribed herein, in its discretion, an amount not to exceed Eleven Thousand Five
Hundred Dollars (511,500.00).

(2) Inthe event of a reregistration within such county, or a redistricting which necessitates the hiring of
additional deputy registrars, the board of supervisors may by contract compensate the county registrar
amounts in addition to the sums prescribed herein, in its discretion.

(3) As compensation for their services in assisting the county election commissioners in performance of
their duties in the revision of the registration books and the pollbooks of the several voting precincts of
the several counties and in assisting the election commissioners, executive committees or boards of
supervisors in connection with any election, the registrar shall receive the same daily per diem and
limitation on meeting days as provided for the board of election commissioners as set out in Sections
23-15-153 and 23-15-227 to be paid from the general fund of the county.

(4) Inany case where an amount has been allowed by the board of supervisors pursuant to this section,
such amount shall not be reduced or terminated during the term.for which the registrar was elected.

(5) The circuit clerk shall, in addition to any other compensation provided for by law, be entitled to
receive as compensation from the board of supervisors the amount of Two Thousand Five Hundred
Dollars ($2,500.00) per year. This payment shall be for the performance of his duties in regard to the
conduct of elections and the performance of his other duties.

(6) The municipal clerk shall, in addition to any other compensation for performance of duties, be

eligible to receive as compensation from the municipality's governing authorities a reasonable amount

of additional compensation for reimbursement of costs and for additional duties associated with mail-in
" registration of voters.

(7) The board of supervisors shall not allow any additional compensation authorized under this section
for services as county registrar to any circuit clerk who is regeiving fees as compensation for his services
equal to the limitation on compensation prescribed in Section

9-1-43.

| § 23-15-227. Compensation of managers r-¢lerks-and othgr persohs generally.
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(1) The poll managers and-clerks-shall be each entitled to Seventy-Ffive Dollars ($75.00) for each
election; however, the board of supervisors may, in its discretion, pay the managers and-elerks-an
additional amount not to exceed Fifty Dollars ($50.00) per election.

(2) Certified Poll Managers, as defined by § 23-15-211(6), shall be each entitled to an additional Twenty-
Five Dollars (525.00) for each election payable from the Secretary of State. This subsection shall stand

repealed.on December 31, 2020.

| )3 fThe manager or other person who shall carry to the place of voting, away from the courthouse, __..--{ Comment [HRR4J: bo we want tospecify £C?
the official ballots, ballot boxes, pollbooks and other necessities, shall be allowed Ten Dollars ($10.00) :23‘:&2# z::::::ﬁ::;: I:‘;ff:f:;:’:’;:i:g‘::;age
for each voting precinct for so doing. The manager or other person who acts as returning officer shall be
allowed Ten Dollars ($10.00) for each voting precinct for that service. If a person who performs the
duties described in this subsection utilizes a privately owned motor vehicle to perform them, he or she

shall receive for each mile actually and necessarily traveled in excess of ten (10) miles, the mileage
reimbursement rate allowable to federal employees for the use of a privately owned vehicle while on
official travel.

| {2}(4) The compensation authorized in this section shall be allowed by the board of supervisors, and
shall be payable out of the county treasury.

| 3(5) The compensation provided in this section shall constitute payment in full for the services
rendered by the persons named for any election, whether there be one (1) election or issue voted upon,
or more than one (1) election or issue voted upon at the same time.

l§ 23-15-229. Compensation of municipal clerks, managers and other workers] - { Comment [HRR5]: Move to Municipal Election J
. ) S T - Article .

| The compensation for elerks-managers and other workers in the polling places of a municipality shall be
the same as the compensation paid by the county for such services; provided, however, that the
governing authorities of a municipality shall not be required to pay any additional compensation
authorized by the board of supervisors. The governing authorities of a municipality may, in their
discretion, pay clerks and managers in the polling places of the municipality an additional amount of
compensation not to exceed Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00) per election. '

§ 23-15-231. Appointment of election managers; designation of bailiff.

Prior to every election, the commissioners of election shall appoint three (3) persons for each voting
precinct to be managers of the election, one (1) of whom shall be designated by the commissioners of
| election as election bailiff. For general and special elections, Ssuch managers shall not all be of the same
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political party if suitable persons of different political parties can be found in the district. If any person
abpointed shall fail to attend and serve, the managers present, if any, may designate someone to fill his
place; and if the commissioners of election fail to make the appointments or in case of the failure of all
these appointed to attend and serve, any three (3) qualified electors present when the polls should be
opened may act as managers. Provided, however, any person appointed to be manager or act as
manager shall be a qualified elector of the county in which the polling place is located.

§ 23-15-233. Duties of election managers.

The managers shall take care that the election is conducted fairly and agreeably to law, and they shall be
judges of the qualifications of electors, and may examine, on oath, any person duly registered and
offering to vote touching his qualifications as an elector, which oath any of the managers may .
administer. '

§ 23-15-235. Appointment of additional managers-and-clesks.

In addition to the managers appointed pursuant to Section 23-15-231, for the first five hundred (500)
registered voters in each voting precinct, the commissioners of election may, in their discretion, appoint
not more than three (3) persons to serve as managers or clerks of the election. The commissioners of
election may, in their discretion, appoint three (3) additional persons to serve as clerks for each one
thousand (1,000) registered voters or fraction thereof in each voting precinct above the first five
hundred (500). Any person appointed as clerk shall be a qualified elector of the county in which the
voting precinct is located.

%%%FM+MWW&M%WWWM
may-be-appelnted-bycommissionersofelectionshallnotapply-te-elections-conducted by paperballot-
prortedanuary 11980 n-electionsconducted by paper ballot-prierte-Januany :
L%Mmmwm%mamm
FRay-consider-necassany-to-conducttheelegtions:

§ 23-15-237. Oath of office for managers-and-clerks.

The managers and-clerks-shall be sworn by some officer present competent to administer oaths, or each
may be sworn by one of the others, faithfully to perform their duties at the election according to law,
and not to attempt to guide, aid, direct or influence any voter in the exercise of his right to vote, except
as expressly allowed by law.

§ 23-15-239. Mandatory training of managers-and-clerks,
(1)(a) The executive committee of each county, in the case of a primary election, or the commissioners

of election of each county, in the case of all other elections, in conjunction with the circuit clerk, shall
10



sessiens-course to instruct managers as to their duties in the proper admlnlstratlon of the electwn and

the operation of the polling place. No manager shall serve in any election unless he has received such
instructions once during the twelve (12) months immediately preceding the date upon which such
election is held;-hewever-nothinginthissectionshall-prevent the appeintment ofan-alternate manager
to-fillavacaneyincase of an-emergensy. The county executive committee or the commissioners of
election, as appropriate, shall train a sufficient number of alternates to serve in the event a manager is

unable to serve for any reason.

(2)(a) If it is eligible under Section 23-15-266, the county executive committee may enter into a written
agreement with the circuit clerk or the county election commission authorizing the circuit clerk or the
county election commission to perform any of the duties required of the county executive committee
pursuant to this section. Any agreement entered into pursuant to this subsection shall be signed by the
chairman of the county executive committee-and the circuit clerk or the chairman of the county election
commission, as appropriate. The county executive committee shall notify the state executive committee
and the Secretary of State of the existence of such agreement.

(b} If it is eligible under Section 23-15-266, the municipal executive committee may enter into a written

_agreement with the municipal clerk or the municipal election commission authorizing the municipal
clerk or the municipal election commission to perform any of the duties required of the municipal
executive committee pursuant to this section. Any agreement entered into pursuant to this
subsection shall be signed by the chairman of the municipal executive committee and the
municipal clerk or the chairman of the municipal election commission, as appropriate. The municipal
executive committee shall notify the state executive committee and the Secretary of State of the
existence of such agreement,

(3) The board of supervisors, in their discretion, may compensate managers who attend such training
sessions. The compensation shall be at a rate of not less than the federal hourly minimum wage
nor more than Twelve Dollars ($12.00) per hour. Managers shall not be compensated for more than

11
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sixteen {16} hours of attendance at the training sessions regardless of the actual amount of time that
they attended the training sessions,

{4) The time and location of the training sessions reguired pursuant to this section shalt be announced
to the general public by posting a notice thereof at the courthouse and by delivering a copy of the notice
to the office of a newspaper having general circulation in the county five {5} days before the date upon
which the training session is o be conducted. Persons who wifl serve as poll watchers for candidates
_and political parties, as well as members of the general public, shall be allowed to attend the sessions.

(5) Subject to the following annuat limitations, the commissioners of election shall be entitled to
receive a per diem in the amount of Eighty-four Dollars {$84.00), to be paid from the county general
fund, for every day or period of no Jess than five {5) hours accumulated over two (2} or more days
actually employed in the performance of their duties for the neéessary time spent in conducting training
sessions as required by this section: '

-(a) In counties having less than fifteen thousand {15,000) residents according to the latest federal
decennial census, not more than five (5) days per year;

{b} I counties having fifteen thousand {15,000) residents according to the latest federal decennial
census but less than thirty thousand (30,000} residents according to the latest federal decennial census,
not more than eight (8} days per year;

{c} In counties having thirty thousand {30,000} residents according to the latest federal decennial census
but less than seventy thousand {70,000} residents according to the latest federal decennial census, not
more than ten (10} days per year;

{d) In counties having seventy thousand (70,000) residents according to the latest federal decennial
census but less than ninety thousand (90,000) residents according to the [atest federal decennial census,
not more than twelve {12} days per year;

{e) In counties having ninety thousand {90,000} residents according to the latest federal decennial
census but fess than one hundred seventy thousand (170,000) residents according to the latest federal
decennial census, not more than fifteen (15} days per year;

(f} In counties having one hundred seventy thousand {170,000) residents according to the latest federal
decenniaf census but less than two hundred thousand (200,000) residents according to the latest federal
decennial census, not more than eighteen (18} days per year; ’

{g) In counties having two hundred thousand (200,000) residents according to the latest federal
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- decennial census but less than two hundred twenty-five thousand {225,000} residents according to the

tatest federal decennial census, not more than nineteen (19} days per year;

(h) In counties having two hundred twenty-five thousand (225,000} residents according to the latest
federal decennial census but less than two hundred fifty thousand {250,000} residents according to the
latest federal decennial census, not more than twenty-two {22) days per year;

(i} In counties having two hundred fifty thousand (250,000} residents according to the latest federal
decennial census but less than two hundred seventy-five thousand (275,000) residents according to the
latest federal decennial census, not more than thirteen (13) days per year;

(i} In counties having two hundred seventy-five thousand (275,000) residents according to the latest
faderal decennial census or mare, not more than fourteen {14) days per year,

{6) Commissioners of election shall claim the per diem authorized in subsection (5) of this section in the
manner provided for in Section 23-15-153(6).

§ 23-15-240. Appointment of student interns to serve during elections.
(1) The officlals in charge of the election in a county or municirpality may, in their discretion,
appoint not more than two (2) students for each precinct to serve as student interns during elections. To

be appointed a student intern a student must:

{a) Be recommended by a principal or other school official, or the person responsible for the student's
legitimate home instruction program;

{b} Be at least sixteen (16) years of age at the time of the election for which the appointment is made;
{c} Be a resident of the county or municipality for which the appointment is made;

(d} Be enrolled in a public high school, an accredited private high school or a legitimate home instruction
program and be classified as a junior or senior or its equivalent, or be enrolled in a junior college ora

college or university; and

{e} Meet any additional qualifications considered necessary by the officials in charge of the alection in
the county or municipality, '

{2)(a) The duties of the student interns appointed pursuaht to this section shall be determinad by the
officials in charge of the election in the county or municipality; however, such duties shall not include:
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(i) Determining the qualifications of a voter in case a voter is challenged; (ii) The discharge of any duties
related to affidavit ballots; (jii) The operation and maintenance of any voting equipment; (iv) Any duties
normally assigned to a bailiff; or (v) The tallying of votes.

(b) Student interns shall at all times be under the supervision of the managers and clerks of the election
while performing their duties at precincts.

(3) Before performing any duties, student interns shall attend all required training for managers and
clerks of the county or municipality and any additional training considered necessary by the officials in
charge of the election in the county or municipality. :

(4) As used in this section "officials in charge of the election" means the county or municipal
executive committee, as appropriate, in primary elections and the county or municipal election
commission, as appropriate, in all other elections.

§ 23-15-241. Election bailiff to keep peace.

The manager designated an election bailiff shall, in addition to his other duties, be present during the
election to keep the peace and to protect the voting place, and to prevent improper intrusion upon the
voting place or interference with the election, and to arrest all persons creating any disturbance
about the voting place, and to enable all qualified electors who have not voted, and who desire to vote,
to have unobstructed access to the polls for the purpose of voting when others are not voting.

§ 23-15-243. Selection of election bailiff if none designated.

If the commissioners of election fail to designate a manager as the bailiff, or if their designee fails to
serve, the managers of election may select an election bailiff from among their number.

§ 23-15-245. Duties of election bailiff; polls to be open and clear.

It shall be the duty of the manager designated as bailiff to be present at the voting place, and to take
such steps as will accomplish the purpose of his appointment, and he shall have full power to do so, and
he may summon to his aid all persons present at the voting place. A space thirty (30) feet in every
direction from the polls, or the room in which the election is held, shall be kept open and clear of all
persons except the election officers, individuals presenting to vote, and credentialed poll watchers as
defined in § 23-15-xxx; and-twetlichallengersofpoodconduetond behaviorsolected by sach pariy s
detectand-challengeillegalvetersiand the electors shall approach the polls from one direction, line,
door or passage, and depart in another as nearly opposite as convenient.

§ 23-15-247. Ballot boxes.
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The commissioners of election in each county shall procure, if not already provided, a sufficient number
of ballot boxes, which shall be distributed by them to the voting precincts of the county before the time
for opening the polls. The hoxes shall be securely sealed and-locked beginning from the start of voting
on election day until the end of voting on election davﬁeemee#bygeeéﬂmekwb&tanhaHeeks—aﬁé—d—aﬂ-
aarrapensshal ke -
wm%mmmmntmwﬁMhW
“fromit-durdng the time of adjeurament; and the box shall be kept by one of the managers and the key

by another of the managers, and the manager having the box shall carefully keep it, and neither unlock
or open it himself nor permit it to be done, nor permit any person to have any access to it-dusing the-
time-efadjeuramentit throughout voting during Election Day. The box shall not be removed from the -
polling building or place after the polls are opened until the end of voting and the count is complete.#-
as-rramy-asthree 2 gualified-electors abjest: After each election the ballot boxes shall be delivered,
with the keys thereof, to the clerk of the circuit court of the county for preservation; and he shall keep
them for future use, and, when called for, deliver them to the commissioners of election.

§ 23-15-249. Procedure when pollbooks or ballot boxes not distributed.

The failure to distribute to the different voting places the pollbooks containing the alphabetical
list of voters, or the ballot boxes provided for, shall not prevent the holding of an election, but in such )
case the managers shall proceed to hold the election without the books and ballot boxes, and shall
provide some suitable substitute for the ballot boxes, and conform as nearly as possible to the law in the
reception and disposition of the of‘FuaI ballots.

§ 23-15-251. Duties of manager designated to receive and distribute ballots.

The commissioners of election, in appointing the managers of election, shall designate one (1) of the
managers at each voting place to receive and distribute the official ballots, and shall deliver to him the
proper number of ballots and cards of instruction for his district not less than one (1) day before the
election; and the manager receiving the ballots from the commissioners shall distribute the same to the
electors of his district in the manner herein provided. It shall be the duty of said person so designated as
aforesaid for service at a voting place other than the courthouse, to carry to the said voting place, ea-the
day-previeusto-theeleetion on or before 6:00 AM on the morning of the election, the ballot box, the
polibook, the blank tally sheets, the blank forms to be used in making returns, the other necessary
stationery and supplies and the official printed ballots aforesaid, and all of the same used and unused
shall be returned by the manager designated as aforesaid to the commissioners of election on the day-

nextfollowingnight of the election.

§ 23-15-253. Managers to be furnished stationery and blank forms.

The commissioners of election shall furnish to the managers at each voting place a sufficient quantity of
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stationery for use in holding the election, and also blank forms to be used in making returns of the
election, including, but not limited to, the precinct opening and closing log, the election ballot account
form, and electronic vote tally worksheet as proscribed by the Secretary of State’s Office -blank-tally-

e . e —

§ 23-15-255. Voting compartments, shelves and tables; information required to be posted at
precinct polling place on election day.

(1) The supervisor of each respective wﬁe{ﬂw‘&er-ésugervisor's district shall provide at each election place
a sufficient number of voting compartments, shelves and tables for the use of electors, which shall be so
arranged that it will be impossible for a.voter in one compartment to see another voter who is preparing
his ballot. The number of voting compartments and shelves or tables shall not be less than one (1) to
every two hundred (200) electors in the voting precinct. Each compartment shall be supplied and
have posted up in it a card of instructions, and be furnished with other conveniences for marking the
ballots. ) ' '

(2) The managers of each precinct shall publicly post the following information at the precinct polling
place on the day of any election:

(a) A sample ver’rB&ef—the—_bal]ot that will be used at the election;

(b) infermationthedate-of theelection-and-Tthe hours during which the polling places will _be open;
{c) Instructions on how to vote, including how to cast a vote and how to cast an affidavit ballot;

(d) Instruction for persons who have registered to vote by mail and first time voters, if appropriate;

(e) List of voters in each respective polling place having cast an absentee ballot:

.

(fe) General information on voting rights, including information on the right of an individual to cast an
affidavit ballot and instructions on how to contact the appropriate officials if these rights are alleged to
have been violated; and

(&) The consequences under federal and state laws regarding fraud and misrepresentation;:

(h) The acceptable forms of photo identification which may be presented in the polling place; and

(i) The opinion of the Attorney General which sets forth the statutory penalty for an election officials’
failure to require each voter to present an acceptable form of photo identification. .
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§ 23-15-257. Duties of marshal or chief of police in municipal elections.

The marshal or chief of police shall perform, in respect to the municipal elections, all the duties
prescribed by law to be performed by the board of supervisors in reference to furnishing voting
compartments for state and county elections.

§ 23-15-259. Authority of boards of supervisors; availability of facilities for use as polling places.

The boards of supervisors of the several counties are authorized to allow compensation of the officers
rendering services in matters of registration and elections, to provide ballot boxes, registration and
pollbooks, and all other things required by law in registration and elections. Said boards are also
authorized, by order spread upon the minutes of the board setting forth the cost and source of funds
therefor, i i i : 7 i -

m&mﬁ%ﬂeﬁa&h&bw%ﬁ#ﬁ%&#&e@wﬁe@mﬂ@g@mgggh ________ __,,.r‘{Comment [HRR7]: Moved to Article 9

reasonable sum as may be expended in supplying voting compartments, tables or shelves for use at
elections. '

au#mit*hav&ng—een%%e&eu&teﬂe&—weh—faeﬂi—ﬂes{ o st AR P et Attt 4{ Comment [HRR8]: Moved to Article 9

§ 23-15-261. Certification of service as managers and clerks.

The eemmissioners-ofelectionofficials in charge of the election shall, after each election, make out a list
of all persons who served as managers and clerks at the election, designating for what service each is
entitled to pay, certify to the correctness of the same, and file it with the clerk of the board of
supervisors; and an allowance shall not be made to any such officer unless his service be so certified. ’

§ 23-15-263. Duties of county executive committees at primary elections.

(1) Unless otherwise provided in this chapter, the county executive committee at primary elections shall
perform all duties that relate to the qualification of candidates for primary elections, print ballots for
primary elections, appoint the primary election officers, resolve contests in regard to primary elections,
and perform all other duties required by law to be performed by the county executive committee;
however, each house of the Legislature shall rule on the qualifications of the membership of its
respective body in contests involving the qualifications of such members. The executive committee shall
be subject to all the penalties to which county election commissioners are subject, except that Section
23-15-217 shall not apply to members of the county executive committee who seek elective office.
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(2) Amember of a county executive committee shall be automatically disquafified to serve on the
county execttive committee, and shall be considered to have resigned therefrom, upon his qualification
as a candidate for any elective office. The provisions of this subsection shall not apply to a member of a
county executive committee who quaiiﬁ‘es as a candidate for a municipal elective office.

(3} The primary election officers appointed hy the executive committee of the party shall have the
powers and perform the duties, where not otherwise provided, required of such officers in a general
election, and any and every act or omission which by law is an offense when committed in or about or in
respect to such general elections, shall be an offense if committed in or about or in respect to & primary
election; and the same shall be indictable and punishable in the same way as if the election was a
general election for the election of state and county officers, except as specially modified or otherwise
provided in this chapter.

§ 23-15-265. Meeting of county executive committee; appointm'ent of managers and clerks by
committee.

{1) The county executive committee of each county shall meet not less than two {2) weeks before the
date of any primary election and appoint the managers and clerks for same, all of whom may be
mermbers of the same political party. The number of managers and clerks appointed by the county
executive committee shall be the same number as commissioners of election are allowed to appoint
pursuant to Sections 23-15-231 and 23-15-235. If the county executive committee falls to meet on the
date named, supra, further notice shail be given of the time and place of meeting.

(2)(a} If it is eligible under Section 23-15-266, the county executive committee may enter into a written
agreement with the circuit clerk or the county election commission authorizing the circuit clerk or the
county election commission to perform any of the duties required of the county executive committee
pursuant to this section. Any agreement entered into pursuant to this subsection shalt be signed by the
chalrman of the county executive committee and the circuit clerk or the chairman of the county election
commission, as appropriate. The county executive committee shall notify the State Executive Committee
and the Secretary of State of the existence of such agreement.

(b} if it is eligible under Section 23-15-266, the municipal executive committee may enter into a written
agreement with the municipal clerk or the municipal election commission authorizing the municipal
clerk or the municipal efectlon commission to perform any of the duties required of the municipal
executive committee pursuant to this section. Any agreement entered into pursuant to this subsection
shall be signed by the chairman of the municipal executive committee and the municipal clerk or the
chairman of the municipal election commission, as appropriate. The municipal executive committee
shall notify the State Executive Committee and the Secretary of State of the existence of such
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agreement.

§ 23-15-266. Executive committee authorized to enter into agreements regarding conduct of
elections if certain criteria met. )

A county or municipal executive committee shall be eligible to enter into written agreements with a
circuit or municipal clerk or a county or municipal election commission as provided for in Section 23-15-
239(2), 23-15-265(2), 23-15-267(4), 23-15-333(4), 23-15-335(2) or 23-15-597(2), only if the political
party with which such county or municipal executive committee is affiliated:

(a) Has cast for its candidate for Governor in the last two (2) gubernatorial elections ten percent (10%)
of the total vote cast for governor; or ‘

(b) Has cast for its candidate for Governor in three (3) of the last five (5) gubernatorial elections twenty-
five percent (25%) of the total vote cast for Governor.

§ 23-15-267. Primary election ballot boxes; penalty for failure to deliver ballot boxes.

(1) The ballot boxes provided by the regular-commissioners of election in each county shall be used in
primary elections, and the county executive committees shall distribute them to the voting precincts of -
the county before the time for opening the polls, in the same manner, as near as may be, as that
provided for in general elections, The boxes shall be securely sealed and locked beginning from the start
of voting on election day until the end of voting on election day; and the box shall be kept by one of the
managers and the key by another of the managers, and the manager having the box shall carefully keep
it, and neither unlock or open it himself nor permit it to be done, nor permit any person to have any
access to it throughout voting during Election Day. The box shall not be removed from the polling
building or place after the polls are opened until the end of voting and the count is complete. , After
each election the ballot boxes shall be delivered, with the keys thereof, to the clerk of the circuit court
of the county for preservation; and he shall keep them for future use, and, when called for, deliver them

to the commissioners of election.




(24)(a) Ifitis eligible under Section 23-15-266, the county executive committee may enter into a written
agreement with the circuit clerk or the county election commission authorizing the circuit clerk or the
county electjon commission to perform any of the duties required of the county executive committee
pursuant to this section. Any agreement entered into pursuant to this subsection shall be signed by the
chairman of the cou nty executive committee and the circuit clerk or the chairman of the county election
commission, as appropriate. The county executive committee shall notify the State Executive Committee
and the Secretary of State of the existence of such agreement.

(b) If itis eligible under Section 23-15-266, the municipal executlve committee may enter into a written -
agreement with the mumupal clerk or the municipal election commission authorizing the mummpal
clerk or the municipal election commission to perform any of the duties required of the municipal
executive committee pursuant to this section. Any agreement entered into pursuant to this
subsection shall be signed by the chairman of the municipal executive committee and the
municipal clérk or the chairman of the municipal election commission, as appropriate. The municipal
executive committee shall notify the State Executlve Committee and the Secretary of State of the
existence of such agreement.

(5) The person, or persons, whose duty it is to comply with the provisions of this section and who shall

fail, or neglect, from any cause, to deliver sald boxes or any of them as herein provided shall, upon

conviction, be fined not less than Two Hundred Dollars ($200.00) and be imprisoned in the county jail of

the residence of the person, or persons, who violates any of the provisions of this section, for a period of
not less than thirty (30) days or more than six (6) months, and fined not more than Five Hundred Dollars

($500.00).

§ 23-15-269. Penalty for violation of election law by election official.

Any election commissioner, or any other officer or person acting as such, or performing election duty,
who shall willfully refuse or knowingly fail to perform any duty required of him by the election laws, or
who shall violate any of the provisions thereof, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and, upon conviction,
be punished by a fine of not less than Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00) nor more than One Hundred Dollars
($100.00), or be |mpnsoned in the county jail not less than ten (10) days nor more than ninety (90) days,
or both.

§ 23-15-271. Election integrity assurance committee]

(1) The state executive committee of any political party authorized to conduct political party primaries
shall form an election integrity assurance committee for each congressional district, The state executive
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_committee shall appoint three (3} of its members to each congressional district election integrity
assurance committee. The members so appointed shall be residents of the congressional district for
which the election integrity assurance committee is formed. The state executive committee shall name a
chairman and a secretary from among the members of each committee. The state executive committee
shall provide to each circuit and municipal clerk a list of the members of the congressional district
integrity assurance committee for the congressional district in which the county or municipality of such
clerk is located.

(2) If a county executive committee or a municipal executive committee fails to perform in a timely
manner any of the duties specified in Sections 23-15-239, 23-15-265, 23-15-267,

23-15-333, 23-15-335 and 23-15-597 and there is no written agreement in place between the county or
municipal executive committee and the county or municipal election commission or the circuit or
municipal clerk pursuant to such sections, or there is such an agreement in place and itis not being
executed, the circuit or municipal clerk may notify the chairman and secretary of the congressional
district election integrity assurance committee or the chairman of the state executive committee of such
failure and call upon them to take immediate and appropriate action to insure that such duties are
performed in order to secure the orderly conduct of the primary. Such notification may occur on the last
day by which the duties are required to be performed or at such time as the circuit or municipal clerk
believes such notification is necessary for the orderly administratio_n of the primary.
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ARTICLE 9. SUPERVISOR'S DISTRICTS AND VOTING PRECINCTS

§ 23-15-281. Fixing supervisors districts, voting precincts and voting places.

Each county shall be divided into supervisor’s districts, which shall be the same as those for the election
of members of the board of supervisors, and may-shall be subdivided thereafter into voting precincts;
and there shall be only one (1) votlng place in each voting preclnct—bu{—ﬂqe—smw&%dsﬂcet&—ve@mg—

3 ered. Provided, however,
that such boundarles, if altered, shall conform to visible natural or artlflmal boundaries such as streets,
highways, railroads, rivers, lakes, bayous or other obvious lines of demarcation except county lines
and municipal corporate limits. The board of supervisorsrhe-taterthan-Apal11987; shall notify the
office of the Secretary of State of the boundary of each superdserssupervisor’s district and voting
precinct as then fixed and shall provide said office a legal description and a map of each supervisor’s
district and voting precinct and shall indicate the voting place in each such district. The board of
supervisors shall also ensure the legal description and map of each supervisor’s district is available in the
kircuit clerk’s lofﬁce for public inspection. __.---1 Comment [HRR1]: May want to change office, J

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- but maps should be readily available somewhere in
courthouse

The board of supervisors is authorized, by order spread upon the minutes of the board setting forth the
cost and source of funds therefor, to purchase improved or unimproved property and to construct,
reconstruct, repair, renovate and maintain polling places or to pay to private property owners
reasonable rental fees when the property is used as a polling place for a period not to exceed the day
immediately preceding the election , the day of'tﬁe‘election, and the day immediately following the

election. The county board of supervisors shall ensure each polling place is accessible to all voters and
compliant with the Americans with Disability Act.

All facilities owned or leased by the state, county, municipality, or school district may be made available
at no cost to the board of supervisors for use as polling places to such extent as may be agreed to by the

authority having control or custody of such facilities.

§ 23-15-283. Alteration of boundaries.

The board of supervisors shall have power to alter the boundaries of the supervisor’s districts, voting
precincts and the voting place therein. If the board of supervisors orders a change in the boundaries,
they shall notify the-cemmissionersafelection circuit clerk, county commissioners of election or such
other person who shall have received training and certification specific to the implementatioﬁ of new
lines resulting from redistricting from the Secretary of State, who shall at once eause-theregistration-
books-ofvoting precincts-affected by-the-erderto-bechanged-te implement the new boundary lines by
entering the same into the Statewide Elections Management System. conformto-the change so-as-to-_

1



The new dates shall contain only the names of the qualified electors in the voting precincts resuItlng
from-as-made-by the change of boundaries. Upon the order of change in the boundaries of any voting
precinct or the voting place therein, the board of supervisors shall notify the Office of the Secretary of
State and provide the Office of the Secretary of State a legal description, and-a map of any houndary
change, and location of the polling place along with the physical address and name of building if

applicable. No change shall be implemented or enforced until the requirements of this section have
been met.

§.23-15-285. Entry of boundaries and alterations thereto on minutes of board of supervisors; limit on
number of voters within each precinct or ballot hox.

The board ofsUpervisors shall cause an entry to be made on the minutes of the hoard at some meeting,
as early as convenient, defining the boundaries of the several supervisors districts and voting precincts
in the county, and designating the voting place in each voting precinct; and-as soon as practicable after
any change is made in any supervisors district, voting precinct or any voting place, the board of
supervisors shall cause such change to be entered on the minutes of the board in such manner as to be
easily understood. The changed boundaries shall conform to visible natural or artificial boundaries such
as streets, highways, railroads, rivers, lakes, bayous or other obvious lines of demarcatron, with the
exception of cou nty lines and municipal corporate limits,

No change in any supepviserssupervisor’s district or voting precinct shall take effect in any calendar

year in which the general election of county supervisor is held. leﬁS—t-hﬂﬂ—th%y«(%G}-days—befe.ce-the-

Comment [HRR2]: Group Consideration: No
voting precinct shall have |ess than one hundred
(100) qualified electors residing In it boundarles.
Subject to the provisions of the section, each board
of supervisors of the various counties of this state
shall, as soon as practical after the effective date of
this section, alter or change the boundarles of the
various voting precincts to comply herewith and
shall from time to time make such changes in the
boundaries of voting precincts so that there shall
never be less than one hundred (100) qualified
electors within the boundaries of the various voting
precincts of this state,




No changes shall be made to the location of the polling place within sixty (60) days of any election
conducted in the polling place. The circuit clerk, in conjunction with the election commission, shall notify
any voter affected by a change in polling place by mailing the voter a new voter registration card
showing the new polling location.







