CONDUCTING AN ELECT
BY PAPER BALLOT

2013 MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS
CERTIFICATION TRAINING

Fresented by:

Liz Belin

Special Assistant Altorney Ganeral
Opinions Division

Mississippi Allomey Generat's Office

Conducting an Electicn by Paper Ballct: Overview

® Poll Managers

® Voting Process
® Affidavit Ballots
® Challenges

® Counting the Vote
® Sealing the Box

Appointment of Poll Managers

® Three (3) managers shall be appointed
for each voting precinct
(receiving/returning manager, initialing
manager, bailiff)

® The “initialing requirement” of Section
23-15-541 must be complied with in
order to insure the validity of the
election.




Bailiff

@ Respoensible for enforcing the following
@® “150 foot rule”

® “30 foot rule”

® voler assistance

® keep the peace and prevent interference
with the election

The Voting Process

1) Apoll manager checks {0 see that the voter's
name appears on the pollbooks.

2} If the volet's name appears in the pollbocks,
the poll manager chacks io see in the pellbook if
the voteris re\?uired {o provide a Help America
Vote Act (HAVA) form of voler identification.

The voter may be required o show an acceplable
form of identification if the voler is an unverified

first-time mail-in r;g\istrant after January 1, 2003
(THIS IS A FEDERAL LAW -NOT STATE)

Voting Process (continued)

®@Acceptable Forms of HAVA Identification
for Unverified First-Time Volers:
» Current & valid photo 1D,
* Current utility bill with voler's name & address;
* Bank statemnent with voter's name & address,
« Govicheck with voter's name & address;
« Paycheck with voler's name & address,

* Any other gov'i document that shows voter's
name & address
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Voting Process (continued)

3) If the voler's name appears in the
pollbooks (& shows ID if required), the
voter signs his name in the receipt
book;

4y The Initialing Manager initials the back
of the blank ballot

5) The Initialing Manager gives the

initialed ballot to the voter

Voting Process (continued)

8)  The voter goes into one of the voting compariments &
marks his gngoL P

NOTE: A voler is not allewed tg occupy a voling
compartment fonger than five (5} minutes if cther voters are
waiting, or longer than ten {10} minutes if no other voters
are waiting.

Before leaving the voting compariment, the voter must fold
his balict without showing his markings so that the words
“Official Batlot,” ele. are visible to the Initjating Manager or
Alternate Initialing Manager.

{MS Coda Secl 23-15-551)

Voting Process (continued)

73 The voter casts his ballot by handing it 1o the
Initialing Manager for deposit in the ballot box.
{MS Code Sect. 23-15-554)

8 The Initialing Manager checks to see that the
ballet bears the Initials of the Initialing Manager.
It it does, the ballet is deposited in the ballot box.
{MS Code Sect. 23-15-541}

9 One of the poll managers writes the word *voled*
opposite the voter's name in the pollbook. (MS
Code Sects. 23-15-541, 23-15-545})




Voting Process (continued)

@ No person shall be allowed to remove
any ballot from the polling place before
the close of the polls.

{MS Code Sect. 23-15-553}
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Voting Process (continued)

® Curbside Voting

® Allows a physically disabled voter o
vote “curbside”

@® Puolibook, receipt book, and bailot shall

be carried to the vehicle by two or more

polimanagers. {Miss. Code Ann.

Section 23-15-541)

Voting Process (continued)

@ If a voter spoils a baliot, he may obtain
another upon returning the spoiled
ballot, However, he may not exceed
three (3} in all.

{MS Code Sect. 23-15-563)




Affidavit Ballots

@ Apersonwhose name does not agpear in the polibook
is not pemitled ta vote a raguiar dallet. The person
may vole by “affidavit® (provas;onat) ballol.

® Veler and polimanager must complets affidayit ballot
envelope. {See Miss, Code Seclion 23-15-573). Voler
then completes baflot in pnvaie and retums folded
baret to manager when complated.

Election Commission determines whether affidavit
Ballcls wil be counted afler close of polls.

@

% The Poll Manager gives the voler witten: instructions
on how te ascertain ¥ his vete counted and if not why
by contacling the Clerk's Office or Election
Commissior.

Challenges

@ Who can challenge a vole?
* A candidale whose name is on ballot;
+ Candidate’s authorized poliwatcher;

« Political parly’s authorized polhwalcher (not
applicable for party primary election);

» Any qualified voter from that precinct; or
* Any poll manager in the polling place.

(Miss. Code Section 23-15-571)

Reasons for Challenge

@ The pertson is nol a registered voter in the
prec
® Theserson is not the reqlstered voter under
name he has apgplied to vote.

® The person has already voted.

@ The person is net a residentin the precinct
where he is reqgistered.

® The person has litegally registered to vote.

®The Ig)erson has removed his ballot from the
polling place.
@ The parson is olhenwise disqualified by law.

{Miss. Code Section 23-15-571}




Possible Rulings on Challeng

® Challenge determined to be frivolous.

® Challenge unanimously determined to
be well taken. {Rejected}

® Challenge not unanimously determined
to be well taken. {Chalfenged)

{Miss. Code Section 23-16-579)

Frivolous Challenge

@ If a majority of the Poll Managers
believe the challenge is frivolous,
disregard the challenge and accept the
offered vote as if it had not been
challenged by allowing the voter to vote
a regular election baliot

Challenge unanimously
determined to be well taken

® If in the unanimous opinion of the Poll
Managers the challenge is well taken,
the ballot is rejected in the following
manner:
* Mark “rejected” on the back of the ballot
» Wirite the name of the voter on the back

* Place the ballot in a separate envelope
marked “rejected”

+ Seal & return it in the ballot box.




Challenge not unanimously
determined to be well taken

@lf the Polt Managers cannot unanimously

agree:

» Mark “challenge” on the ballot;

+ Place ballot in a separate envelope labeled

“challenged’; and

= Ai close of polls and after all the unchallenged
ballots have been counted, {allied and {otaled,
the challenged ballols are separately counted,
{aliied and totaled with a separate return made of
the challenged ballots. :

Counting the Vote

1. When the polls have been closed, the poll managers shalk
§Ub§ open the boxes and Immediately precsed to count
& Dalols.

2 Tha poll managers shall firsi fzke the envelopes conlainirg
ggg)enlea bailots from the box. (Miss. Code Section 2341

a  Poll managers shall announca the name, address
& precinct inscribed on each envelope.

b.  The signature on the application shall then be
compared with the signature on the back of the
envelops.

o. ifthe managers find that the applicantis 2
registered voter of that precinel and that he has not
appeared in person and voted, the envelope shal
be opened and the ballet remaved from the
enyelops without being unfolded, or pemmitied fo be
unfelded or examined.

d  The balfot shall then be placed In the ballol box 1o
be counted with the other baffols. = 3

e The managers shall enler the votazad

palllist as if ha had be%i%
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Counting the Vote (continued)

3. In counling the ballots, the poll managers
must read aloud the names of the persons
voted for, which shall be taken down and
called by the designated manager.

During the counting of the ballots, the
whole Proceedings must be in fair and full
view of the voling rFUbHc without
unnecessary interierence, delay or
encroachment upon the good order of the
dulies and proceedings of the managers,«

{MS Code Sects. 23-15-581, 23.15:630}
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Counting the Vote (continued)

4. When the votes have been com{)letely and
correctly counted and tallied by the
managers, they must publicly proctaim the
result of the eléction af their box and shall
certify in duplicate a statement of the
resull. Musi De signed by one of the
managers. One of the cérlificates Is to be
encloged in the ballot box, and the other to
be delivered to and kept by one of the
managers who shall allow any voter to
inspect the certificale.

{MS Code Sect. 23-15-501)

Counting the Vote (continued)

@Candidates or their duly authorized
representatives shall have the right to
reasonably view and inspect the ballots as
they are taken from the box and counted,
and to reasonably view and inspect tally
sheets, papers and other documents used
in the election except, of course, the secrel
bailots being voted and placed and held in
the ballot box.

{Miss Code Ana Section. 23-15-581)

Sealing the Ballot Box

® After the count of the votes and tally
have been completed, the poll
managers must place certain materials
in the ballot box, which then must be
locked and sealed.




Materials 1o be sealed in the hallot box

include:

@ Batlols voled;

@ Spoiled bafols;

& Unused ballots;

& Qne of the dupficale receipts given by the Recelving &
Retuming Managar;

© Tally Iis;

@ Receipt book;

@ |f the total batlols and spoiled bailols and the unusec
batlots do not comespond in totat with the duplicate
receipl, a written statement, under oath of the
managers, aceounting for the discrepancy must also be
enclosed in the box.

M8 Code Sect 23-15-599)

Tha ballot boxes are to be retumed to the Clerk’s

Office/Courthouse ta be avalable to the election
commission or

parly executive commitlee for thei
oh h

Questions?

« CONTACT:
Liz Betin
MississippiAtiorey General's Office

{601-359-4203)

|bolidago,. state. ms.us




