OFFICE OF THE MISSISSIPPI SECRETARY OF STATE
SECURITIES AND CHARITIES DIVISION

IN THE MATTER OF: )

)

)
FIRM FOUNDATION COUNSELING )
CENTER, INC. ) Administrative Proceeding
345 N. Church Street ) Number C-08-0324
Tupelo, Mississippi 38804, )

)

)
Respendent )

CONSENT AGREEMENT

L.

The Securities and Charities Division of the Mississippi Secretary of State’s Office
(“Division”), having the authority to administer and to provide for the enforcement of all
provisions of the Mississippi Charitable Solicitations Act (“Act”), and Respondent do hereby
enter into this Consent Agreement in resolution of the following allegations by the Division of
violations of certain provisions of the Act:

1. Respondent is a “charitable organization™ as defined in Section
79-11-501(a)(1)(A) (2001) of the Act.

2. Respondent has been registered with the Division as a
charitable organization and currently 1s attempting to renew
that registration. Therefore, Respondent has voluntarily
submitted to the jurisdiction and subjected itself to the
regulatory authority of the Secretary of State.

3. On September 11, 2008, the Division performed a books and
records examination of Respondent. As a result of that
examination the Division found Respondent had filed a Form
FS incorrectly listing all charity expenses as “program
services”.



4. By certified letters dated September 24, 2008 and February 2,
2009, the Division instructed Respondent to remit a corrected
Form FS.
5. Respondent failed to do so.
6. On May 24, 2010, Respondent attempted to renew its
charitable registration with the Division, once again filing an
incorrect Form FS which listed all expenses as program
services.
IT.
Respondent—under the terms of this Agreement and solely for the purpose of resolving
the allegations contained herein by the Division of violations of Miss. Code Ann. Sections 79-
11-509(1)(c) and 509(4) and as set forth in the July 19, 2010, Summary Cease and Desist Order
and Notice of Intent to Impose Administrative Penalty and Deny Registration (“SCDO”)—
stipulates without a hearing to the matters set forth above in Paragraph I. Respondent consents
to the issuance of this Consent Agreement and further consents to and agrees to the undertakings
contained herein with no formal hearing and no admission, determination or finding of any
wrongdoing. Furthermore, the undersigned agent for Respondent acknowledges that he has been
lawfully vested with the authority to enter into this Consent Agreement on behalf of Respondent.
111
THEREFORE, in consideration of a final resolution of the matters set forth herein, the
Division and Respondent hereby agree and stipulate as follows:
1. Respondent stipulates to the jurisdiction of the Division as to
all matters contained herein under the authority of the Act and
acknowledges that the issuance of this Consent Agreement is

solely for the purpose of resolving the matters set forth herein.

2. The Division shall impose a penalty upon the Respondent in
the amount of One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00). Respondent



shall remit payment to the Division, payable to the “Mississippi
Secretary of State” upon execution of this Agreement.

3. Respondent acknowledges that it has a fiduciary responsibility
to monitor its charitable expenditures, to keep accurate books
and records of its charitable activity, and to submit accurate
documentation of such activity to the Division.

4. To that end, Respondent agrees to amend its Form FS,
originally submitted to the Division on May 24, 2010, to
properly reflect monies spent by the charity on program
services, as well as on other expenditures for administration,
management, fundraising and non-program goods and services.
Respondent also agrees to differentiate between such
expenditures in any future Form FS it submits to the Division.

5. This Consent Agreement is in resolution of the matters set forth
above and contained in the SCDO. As a result of this Consent
Agreement, the matters contained herein cannot be used as a
basis for action by the Division except in determining any
penalty as may be imposed by the Division for any future
violations of the Act committed by the Respondent and as set
forth below.

1v.

In the event Respondent fails or neglects to comply with any of the terms, stipulations or
undertakings set forth in this Consent Agreement, the Division will provide written notice of
same to Respondent and notify Respondent of the Division’s option to rescind this Agreement
and institute any legal or administrative proceedings it deems appropriate including, but not
limited to, proceedings to address the matters set forth herein and within the authority of the
Division as codified in the Act.

C. DELBERT HOSEMANN, JR.
Secretary of State
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MELANIE K. THOMAS
Senior Attorney
Securities and Charities Division
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