Mississippi Judicial Branch

In Mississippi, the judicial branch of government has three components:
the Supreme Court, the Court of Appeals, and the Trial Courts.

SUPREME COURT

Qualifications: A qualified elector of the
Supreme Court District in which election is
sought, at least 30 years of age, a practicing
attorney, and a citizen of the State for five
years. Miss. Const. of 1890, Art. VI, Secs. 150
and 250; Miss. Code Ann. Sec. 23-15-993
(1972). The qualifying fee is $200.

Duties: The Supreme Court is the state’s
court of last resort. It is composed of nine
elected justices, three from each of the
state’s three Supreme Court Districts. Their
eight-year terms are staggered to provide
continuity. The Supreme Court hears appeals
from Mississippi’s two courts of general
jurisdiction: circuit and chancery. In limited
circumstances, it may also hear direct appeals
from county courts. In addition to appellate
jurisdiction, the Supreme Court has the power
to issue extraordinary writs. The nine justices
may sit in en banc (all members participating)
or in three-judge panels.

Reserved to the Supreme Court are death
penalty cases; appeals involving utility rates,
annexations, bond issues, election contests,
statutes held unconstitutional by a lower
court, cases involving attorney discipline;
judicial performance; certified questions
from a federal court, cases involving a major
question of first impression; fundamental
and urgent issues of broad public importance
requiring prompt determination; substantial
constitutional questions concerning the
validity of a statute, ordinance, court rule; or
administrative rule or regulation; and issues
where there is an inconsistency or conflict in
court decisions.

THE COURT OF APPEALS

Qualifications: A qualified elector, at least
30 years of age, a practicing attorney and a
citizen of the State for five years immediately
preceding the election. Miss. Code Ann. Sec.
9-4-5 (1972). The qualifying fee is $200.

30

Duties: The Court of Appeals was created in
1994 and began sitting the following year. It is
the state’s only intermediate court and hears
only appeals assigned by the Supreme Court.

The Court of Appeals is composed of ten
elected judges, two from each Congressional
district. Their terms are for eight years and
are staggered to provide continuity. The chief
justice of the Supreme Court appoints the
chief judge of the Court of Appeals.

TRIAL COURTS

Mississippi’s trial court system consists of
two general jurisdiction courts (circuit and
chancery) and three limited jurisdiction courts
(county, justice, and municipal).

Circuit Courts

Qualifications: The Circuit Judge must be a
qualified elector, a practicing attorney for five
years, at least 26 years old, and a citizen of
the State five years next preceding the day of
election. The qualifying fee is $100.

Duties: Twenty-two circuit courts have
original jurisdiction over all civil and criminal
matters not vested exclusively in another
court. Circuit judges are elected in non-
partisan races to four-year terms. Most circuit
court cases are heard by juries, although some
circumstances may permit bench trials. Circuit
judges have the power to issue extraordinary
writs.

Chancery Courts

Qualifications: The Chancery Judge must
be a qualified elector, a practicing attorney for
five years, at least 26 years old, and a citizen
of the State five years next preceding the day
of election. The qualifying fee is $100.

Duties: Twenty chancery courts have
jurisdiction over matters involving equity,
divorce, alimony, probate, guardianship, and
sanity. In those counties with no county court,
chancery courts have exclusive jurisdiction



over juvenile matters. Their jurisdiction over
equity matters involving less than $75,000
is concurrent with county courts. Chancery
court judges, often called chancellors, are
elected in non-partisan races to four-year
terms. Most chancery court cases are non-
jury proceedings, although juries may be
impaneled in certain circumstances.

County Courts

Nineteen counties have established
county courts. County court judges are
elected in non-partisan races to four-year
terms. They have exclusive jurisdiction over
matters involving eminent domain, partition
of personal property unlawful entry and
detainer, and juvenile matters.

County courts have concurrent jurisdiction
with justice courts in all matters, civil and
criminal; and concurrent jurisdiction with
circuit and chancery courts in all matters of
law and equity up to $200,000. They may also
adjudicate certain non-capital felony cases
transferred by the circuit courts.

Justice Courts

Justice courts have jurisdiction in all civil
cases involving amounts of $3,500 or less.
They conduct preliminary hearings in felony
cases and have concurrent jurisdiction with
circuit courts over criminal matters where
punishment cannot exceed a fine and
sentence of one year in county jail. Justice
courts also handle preliminary matters
committed inside the county, but outside of
city limits. Each county is divided into justice
court districts, the number determined by
population. Judges are elected in partisan
elections to four-year terms.
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District Attorneys

Qualifications: A District Attorney must
be a qualified elector of the district and a
practicing attorney admitted to practice
before the Supreme Court of Mississippi
for two years. Miss. Code Ann. Sec. 25-31-1
(1972). The qualifying fee is $100.

Duties: There are 22 district attorneys in
Mississippi, each assigned to a Circuit Court
district. District attorneys are prosecutors
who represent the people of Mississippi
in all criminal matters originating in a trial
court except in those counties with county
prosecuting attorneys.

Youth Courts

The Youth courts deal with matters involving
abuse and neglect of juveniles, as well as
offenses committed by juveniles. Young people
who have not reached the age of 18 may be
subject to the Youth Court, although there are
some exceptions. Some offenses which would
be treated as crimes if committed by adults are
known as delinquent acts when they involve
juveniles.

In the 21 counties which have a County
Court, those judges also serve as Youth Court
judges. In counties which do not have a County
Court, the Chancery Judge may hear Youth
Court matters, or the Chancery Judge may
appoint a lawyer to act in a judicial capacity as
Youth Court Referee. The city of Pearl also has
its own municipal Youth Court.
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SUPREME COURT

9 Justices

* Appellate Jurisdiction over all
matters
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COURT OF APPEALS

COURTS OF
GENERAL
JURIsDICTION

10 Judges

*Cases assigned by the
Supreme Court
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CIRCUIT COURT

CHANCERY COURT

COURTS OF
LiMITED
JURISDICTION

22 Districts, 57 Judges

e Civil actions over $200

o General Criminal Jurisdiction
e All other

e Appeal de novo or on record

20 Districts, 52 Chancellors

e Equity, Domestic Relations, Land
Disputes, Estates, Guardianships,
Mental Commitments

e Hears Juvenile if no County Court
e Appeal de novo or on record

i
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COUNTY COURT

21 Counties, 30 Judges

e Civil actions under $200,000
o Limited Criminal Jurisdiction
e Juvenile

e Appeals de novo

X

If no
County
Court

i

A

JUSTICE COURT

MUNICIPAL COURT

82 Courts, 197 Judges

e Civil actions under $3,500
e Limited Criminal Jurisdiction

237 Courts, 259 Judges

e Municipal Ordinance Violations
e Limited Criminal Jurisdiction

Source: Mississippi Administrative Office of Courts

32




Supreme Cour
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District 1 - Central
District 2 - Southern
District 3 - Northern
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Mississippi Supreme Court

Carroll Gartin Justice Building
450 High Street
P.O. Box 117
Jackson, Mississippi 39205
Telephone: (601) 359-3697 e Fax: (601) 359-2443
E-mail: sctclerk@courts.ms.gov
Website: www.courts.ms.gov
Executive Officer: William L. Waller Jr., Chief Justice

Chief Justice William L. Waller Jr.......cccoovevieeieniicieciececieeis Central District 1, PIace L....ccovvicieciiiiieieeiecieeieeeesieeien
.. Southern District 2, Place 1....
.. Southern District 2, Place 3 ...
Associate Justice AnNn H. Lamar .......cocoveeeiiieeiieee e Northern District 3, Place 1
.. Central District 1, Place 3....
.. Central District 1, Place 2....
Associate Justice Josiah Dennis Coleman .........ccoeueeeveeeueeenienenn. Northern District 3, Place 3
.. Northern District 3, Place 2 ...
.. Southern District 2, Place 2 ...

Presiding Justice Jess H. Dickinson

Presiding Justice Michael K. Randolph

Associate Justice James W. Kitchens.

Associate Justice Leslie D. King

Associate Justice James D. Maxwell .

Associate Justice Dawn Beam

Managerial Staff
Hubbard T. Saunders .......ccccevevveveenvennennee Court Administrator Rusty HOIMES......coveieiiiinicncncncncncnieee Chief Deputy Clerk
MuUriel EIliS....coeveieiiiinicricnicncnenenenee Supreme Court Clerk Debra Knapp....oovcovererenenenienencneneseseee s Deputy Clerk

Terms of Court

Mississippi Code Annotated 1972, Section of September and the first Monday of March,
9-3-3. A term of the Supreme Court shall be and the court shall be kept open for the
held twice each year in the city of Jackson, discharge of business for at least nine months
to be styled the Supreme Court; and the of every year if the business therein should
terms shall commence the second Monday require.

Court of Appeals of the State of Mississippi

Carroll Gartin Justice Building

450 High Street

Jackson, Mississippi 39201
P.O. Box 22847

Jackson, Mississippi 39225

Phone: (601) 576-4665  Fax: (601) 576-4708
Website: www.courts.ms.gov
Judges Term ends

Chief Judge L. JOSEPh LEE ...c..ccuieuieiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeereeiee District 4, Place 2 .2019
Presiding Judge Tyree Irving . District 2, Place 1... .2019
Presiding Judge T. Kenneth Griffis Jr. . District 3, Place 2 .2023
Judge Donna M. Barnes . District 1, Place 2.... . 2019
Judge David M. Ishee . District 5, Place 2.... .2017
Judge Virginia C. Carlton.. . District 4, Place 1 .2023
Judge Eugene L. Fair Jr..... . District 5, Place 1.... .2019
Judge Ceola James.... District 2, Place 2... .2017

Judge Jack L. Wilson . District 3, Place 1 .2017
Judge Jim M. Greenlee District 1, Place 1... .2017
Staff

Hubbard T. Saunders Court Administrator
IVIUFIEE EIIIS .ot bbb bbbt e bbbt b et ettt et n bbb Clerk of Courts
John Grant .Editor of Opinions
Jack Bach..... ....Staff Attorney

. Staff Attorneyw
....Staff Attorney

Christen Kazery..
Michael Brown .......... R R T
Note: 2001 Legislature designated Court of Appeals districts.
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Administrative Office of Courts
Kevin Lackey, Director

Gartin Justice Building - 450 High Street
Jackson, Mississippi 39201
P.O. Box 117
Jackson, Mississippi 39205

Phone: (601) 576-4630 o Fax: (601) 576-4639

Office of the Clerk of Supreme Court and Court of Appeals

Muriel Ellis, Clerk

Gartin Justice Building - 450 High Street
Jackson, Mississippi 39201
P.O. Box 249
Jackson, Mississippi 39205

Phone: (601) 359-3694 o Fax: (601) 359-2407

State Library
Carroll Gartin Justice Building

450 High Street
Jackson, Mississippi 39201
P.O. Box 1040
Jackson, Mississippi 39215-1040
Phone: (601) 359-3672 ¢ Fax: (601) 359-2912

Stephen Parks, State Librarian
LaTavius Jackson, Reference Librarian
Judy Nettles, Information Processing Librarian

Cassandra Noel, Circulation Librarian

Mississippi Commission on Judicial Performance

660 North Street, Ste. 104
Jackson, MS 39202
Phone (601) 359-1273 ¢ Fax (601) 354-6277
Darlene Ballard, Executive Director

Commission Members

Rick Coulter, Chairman Judge James L. Roberts Jr., Vice-Chairman
Judge Vicki Barnes Jeffery M. Adcock Roy D. Campbell IlI, Esq. (Alternate)
Judge Kent McDaniel Judge John H. Emfinger (Alternate) Cornelia Gayden (Alternate)
Judge Jimmy Morton Judge Cynthia Brewer (Alternate) (Ret.) Col. Silvanus Johnson
Camille H. Evans, Esq. Judge Edwin Woods Jr. (Alternate)
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Mississippi Judicial College

Randy G. Pierce, Director

115 Northgate Drive, Crosby Hall, PMB 9446
University, Mississippi 38677
Phone: (662) 915-5955  Fax: (662) 915-7845
mjc.olemiss.edu

Email: msjudcol@olemiss.edu

Mississippi Judicial Advisory Study Committee

450 High Street
Jackson, Mississippi 39201
P.O. Box 117, Jackson, Mississippi 39205
Phone: (601) 576-4630 ¢ Fax: (601) 576-4639

Kevin Lackey, Director

Committee Members
Judge Lillie Blackmon Sanders, Vice Chair

Mark Baker Jill Gilbert Noelle McKinnon
James Brister John Grant Julie McLemore
Howard Catchings Judge Ed Hannan Scott Newton
Gerald Cruthird Lee Harper Judge Lamar Pickard
Judge Eugene Fair Briggs Hopson Il Larry Swales
Aleita Fitch Judge John Hudson Hulon West
Donna Jill Johnson Latrice Westbrooks
Ken Lefold

Supreme Court Liaison Committee, Supreme Court Chief Justice William L. Waller Jr.
Stennis Institute, Lydia Quarles
Reporter, Dr. John Winkle, University of Mississippi (Selected by Committee)

Attorney General’s Office

Walter Sillers Building
550 High St., Ste. 1200
Jackson, Mississippi 39201
P.O. Box 220, Jackson, Mississippi 39205-0220
Phone: (601) 359-3680
Website: www.agjimhood.com

Jim Hood, Attorney General
ADMINISEIATIVE DIVISION . c.t1titttetitetiteteieteie ettt sttt s et e st et e et e bbb e st e b e e ebes s e s ese st e st et ese b ese s et et ebe e ebesessenessenenen (601) 359-3810
Alcohol & Tobacco Enforcement Division ...(601) 359-4159
Bureau of Victim Assistance .. (601) 359-6766
Child Desertion DiviSion ..........c.cceevevenenen. (601) 359-4250
Civil Litigation ............ (601) 359-3841
Consumer Protection Division... .(601) 359-4230
Consumer Protection, Remote Location 1141 Bayview Ave., -44 /(f) (228) 386-4407
Criminal Litigation ... (601) 359-3687
Cyber Crime Unit.. . ... (601) 576-4281
Mississippi Gammg Commlsswn ..(f) (601) 576-3866
Human Services 01) 359-4239 / (coast office) (228) 435-1382
Mississippi Institution of Higher Learning (IHL) ettt eaen (f) (601) 432-6317
Insurance Integrity Enforcement Bureau (601) 359-4250
Medicaid Fraud Control Unit.............. (601) 359-4220 / (coast office) (228) 435-1381
Opinions & Local Government Division (601) 359-3838
Public Employees’ Retirement System of MISSISSIppI (PERS) ..(f) (601) 359-2285
Prosecutor’s Training ... (601) 359-9685
Public Information Office.. ..(601) 359-2002
Public Integrity Division........ (601) 359-4250
State Government Division.. (601) 359-4210
Vulnerable Adults Division... ... (601) 359-4158
WildIife covveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeenes ..(f) (601) 432-2024

36



Court Districts by County

Chancery District Circuit District

AdamsS....ooeiiiiiiiie 17 e 6
AlCOrN v Lo 1
AMite i L 6
Attala .o N 5
Benton ... 18 3
BOliVar....cooeviviniiiiciicncn T 11
Calhoun....coveeieeieiececee 18t 3
Carroll ..o B 5
Chickasaw ......cccvevvevirvnvecnene Th s 3
ChOoCtaW ..o B et 5
Claiborne .....ccceoveeeniiieieecncne 17 i 22
Clarke....oocvevveeveeiiiiiiieieiene 12 10
Clay coveeveeeieeeeeeeeeee e Tl 16
Coahoma....ccccevviiiniiiiicie T i 11
Copiah...cecciiiieiiccieceee 15 e 22
CoVinNgtoN......ccvvvevviieiiiiiiecins 13 13
DeSOoto ..ociiiiiiiii N 17
Forrest ..o 10 12
Franklin ..o Lo 6
GEOIEE .o 16 19
Greene ....ccceeveeeiecieeieeeees 16 19
Grenada...ooeeeeeeeenineeeeen B e 5
Hancock ..oooviiiiiiiiiiiicice Bt 2
Harrison ... 8 2
Hinds....ooviiiiiiicicceicce 5 e 7
Holmes......ccoovviiiiiiiiiiiiies PPN 21
Humphreys .......ccoceevieinvennenns Dt 21
ISsaqueNa......ccovvireiiiiiiiiiiees L TR 9
Itawamba......ccccovviiiiiiiiiis Lo 1
Jackson ... 16 19
Jasper...iiii 2 13
Jefferson ....coovvvvevcceniciee 17 e 22
Jefferson Davis .......cccceeveerenene 13 e 15
Jones....ccoiiiiiiiii 19 18
KemPper ....cccveveiiieeniiceeeeee Bt 10
Lafayette ...oooevveeniieieieen R J SN 3
Lamar....cccociiiiiiiiiiiiics 10 15
Lauderdale.......cccoeveiiiiiniins 12 10
Lawrence .......cocovviiiiiiiiiiinns 13 s 15
Leake.....ooviiviiiiiiiiciiis i R 8
L€ i Lo 1
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Chancery District Circuit District

Leflore....oocviniiiiiiiiiiiicicee T e 4
Lincoln .oovvveiiiiciiiciiiiiies 15 14
Lowndes......ccoviiviiiiniiiiiinns 14 i 16
Madison.....ccceviiiiiiiniiiiiiis N 20
Marion ..o 10uiiii 15
Marshall.....ccccoovviviniiniiiinns 18 i 3
MONroe....ccvveiiiiieiiiiiccieee N 1
Montgomery........cccoeviviiiinennnns B 5
Neshoba......c.coveveieniicce B et 8
Newton .....ccoviiiiiiiiiciice 2 8
NOXUDEE ..o Th i 16
Oktibbeha .......cccoecveviiiiiinene T4 16
Panola....ccceviiiiieiine B e 17
Pearl RiVer......cccocvieviiiiiiiins 10 15
Perry cocviveiiiiiiiiiiciiiecceieen 10 12
PiKe coooviiiiiiiiic e LN 14
PontotoC ...occvvviiiiiiiiie Lo 1
Prentiss .....cccovviniiiciiiiiiiinns Lo 1
QUItMAN..coiiieeeieecee T e 11
RaNKIiN .ot 20 20
SCOtt.iiiiiiiiiiece e 2 8
Sharkey ...ccoeeveeeeeeeeieeeeeieeeene L J S 9
SIMPSON ..eeieiiiieeeieceeeeeee 13 13
SMIith e 13 e 13
Stone .. 8o 2
Sunflower......coeveceniiiiiiicnennns 9 4
Tallahatchie........ccocvviiiiiininns T oo 17
Tate .o N 17
TipPah ..o L8t 3
TiShOMINGO c.vevvvvieiiciieireiesies Lo 1
TUNICA cevieieeieeeeeccee e T e 11
UNion ..o N 3
Walthall ..o B 14
Warren.....cocooveeeceeieciiiieciecee 9 9
Washington.........ccccceeveeeieenecen. [ USSR 4
Wayne. .....ooevviieieiiieceeieeeee 19 e 10
Webster ......ccooevviiiininiiiinens T4 5
WilKinSoNn .....coevviiiiniiiiiinene 17 i 6
Winston ...ccocviviiiiiiiiiie [N 5
Yalobusha.......cocoviviiiiiiiiinnns 3 17
Yazoo ...ccviiiiiiiiiiee N 21



Chancery Court Districts
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Chancery Court Judges

(Listed by District)
Alcorn, Tishomingo, Prentiss, Pontotoc, Lee, ltawamba, Monroe & Union Counties (1st Chancery District) FAX
Judge .. ... Jacqueline Mask ..P.0. Box 7395 . .(662)432-2130 ... (662)680-6057
Judge .. ... Michael Malski ..P.0. Box 543.... . .(662)305-3204 ...........(662)256-1191
Judge v, T.K. MOFfett ... P.O. Box 739%............. Tupelo 38802............. (662)432-2130 ........... (662)534-6215
Judge ..c.ovevveennne. John A. Hatcher ................. P.O. Box 118.....c........ Booneville 38829....... (662)728-2366 ........... (662)728-9303
Scott, Newton & Jasper Counties (2nd Chancery District) FAX
Judge ..coeveienenen H. David Clark Il ......c.ccueueee P.O.Box 434............... Forest 39074.............. (601)469-2447 ........... (601)469-3116
DeSoto, Tate, Panola, Yalobusha, Grenada & Montgomery Counties (3rd Chancery District) FAX

Mitchell M. Lundy Jr............ P.O. Drawer 471......... Grenada 38902 .......... (662)226-1343 ........... (662)226-4299

.. Percy L. Lynchard Jr. ..P.0. Box 340.... (662)469-8374 ... (662)429-1395

... Vicki B. Daniels .... ..P.0. Box 1104 (662)563-8715 ... (662)563-8718
Franklin, Amite, Pike & Walthall Counties (4th Chancery District) FAX
Judge ..ooveveeeninnen Debbra K. Halford ............... P.O. BOX 575..cccuevenens Meadville 39653......... (601)384-3833 ........... (601)384-4349
Judge ..o Wayne Smith ......covvevrennne P.O Box 5247.............. Liberty 396450........... (601)657-8588 ........... (601)657-8688
Hinds County (5th Chancery District) FAX
Judge ..ooveveeeninnen Denise OWenNSs......cc.ceveveneen P.O. BOX 686.......c0cuune Jackson 39205............ (601)968-6545 ........... (601)949-2602
Judge ....ovevveennnes Patricia D. Wis€........ceevveneen. P.O. BOX 686............... Jackson 39205............ (601)968-6549 ........... (601)949-2602
Judge ..cveeeeenes William H. Singletary .......... P.O. BOX 686............... Jackson 39205............ (601)968-6547 ........... (601)973-5587
Judge ..o J. Dewayne Thomas............ P.O. Box 686............... Jackson 39205............ (601)968-6551 ........... (601)973-5587
Attala, Carroll, Choctaw, Kemper, Neshoba & Winston Counties (6th Chancery District) FAX
Judge ..cveeeeenes D. Joseph Kilgore ................ P.O. Box 1006............. Philadelphia 39350....(601)656-1881 ........... (601)656-1884
Judge ..o Edward C. Fenwick.............. 230 W. Washington ... Kosciusko 39090 ........ (662)289-3862 ........... (662)289-2347
Bolivar, Coahoma, LeFlore, Quitman, Tallahatchie, & Tunica Counties (7th Chancery District) FAX
Judge .. ... Jon M. Barnwell ... ..P.0. Box 1579.. . Greenwood 38935.....(662)453-1432 ...........(662)455-7959
Judge .. .Cleveland 38614 (662)843-2111 ...........(662)843-3382
Judge v, (662)451-7289 .......... (662)451-7122
Hancock, Harrison, Stone Counties (8th Chancery District) FAX
Judge .. ... Sanford (Sandy) Steckler.....P.O. Box 659.... (228)865-1646
Judge .. Jim Persons... ..P.0. Box 457. ..(228)863-6339
Judge .. ... Jennifer Schloegel... ..P.0. Box 986.... . . . (228)863-6339
Judge ..o Carter Bise ....cceceeeereeeeneanenn P.O.Box 1542............. (228)865-1646
Humphreys, Issaquena, Sharkey, Sunflower, Warren & Washington Counties (9th Chancery District) FAX
Judge ....coevreennnnee Marie Wilson ........ccceuenne. P.O.Box 1762............. Greenville 38702........ (662)334-2685 ........... (662)334-2782
Judge ..o Vicki R. Barnes ........cccceeeueee P.O.Box 351....ccceunes Vicksburg 39181 ........ (601)636-8327 ........... (601)630-8021
Judge ..c.oveveeenienen Jane R. Weathersby ............ P.O. Box 1380............. Indianola 38751......... (662)887-7070 ........... (662)887-7071
Forrest, Lamar, Marion, Pearl River & Perry Counties (10th Chancery District) FAX
Judge .. ... Rhea H. Sheldon .. ..250 Broad St., Ste 12....Columbia 39429.. .(601)736-2220 ...........(601)736-4166
Judge .. ... Johnny L. Williams .. ..P.O. Hattiesburg 39403 .....(601)545-6037 ... (601)545-6038
Judge ...ovevviennen M. Ronald Doleac ............... P.O. BoX 872.....cccuee. Hattiesburg 39403 .....(601)544-2836 ........... (601)544-2839
Judge ....coevreennnnee Deborah J. Gambrell........... P.O. Box 807.....cccucue. Hattiesburg 39403 .....(601)545-6028 ........... (601)545-6080
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Holmes, Leake, Madison & Yazoo Counties (11th Chancery District) FAX

Judge .. ... Robert G. Clark .... (662)834-9688
Judge .. .. Cynthia Brewer. ..(601)859-0795
Judge .. ... James C. Walker-... ..P.0.Box 404.... (601)859-0795
Clarke & Lauderdale Counties (12th Chancery District) FAX
Judge ..cveeerenes Lawrence (Larry) Primeaux.P.O. Box 5165............. Meridian 39302 ......... (601)482-9729 ........... (601)486-4921
Judge ..o Jerry Mason .......cceeeeeeenns P.O. Box 5681............. Meridian 39302 ......... (601)482-9729 ........... (601)486-4921
Covington, Jefferson Davis, Lawrence, Simpson & Smith Counties (13th Chancery District) FAX
Judge ..cveeerenes David Shoemake.................. P.O. Box 1678............. Collins 39428 ............. (601)765-8284 ........... (601)765-8282
JUdge oo, Gerald Martin .........cc........ P.0. BOX 325............... Raleigh 39153 ............ (601)822-5017 .......... (601)587-2999
Chickasaw, Clay, Lowndes, Noxubee, Oktibbeha & Webster Counties (14th Chancery District) FAX
Judge ..coeeeeeenes Dorothy W. Colom .............. P.O. Box 708............... Columbus 39703........ (662)329-5844 ........... (662)241-1913
Judge ..c.oveveeenenen Kenneth M. Burns............... P.O. Drawer 110......... Okolona 38860........... (662)447-3486 ........... (662)447-2512
Judge ..c.ovevviennnnn H. J. (Jim) Davidson Jr..........P.O. Box 684............... Columbus 39703........ (662)329-5844 ........... (662)241-1913
Copiah & Lincoln Counties (15th Chancery District) FAX
Judge ..c.oveveeenenen Edward E. (Ed) Patten Jr. .....P.O. Drawer 707......... Hazlehurst 39083....... (601)894-6196 ........... (601)894-6192
George, Greene & Jackson Counties (16th Chancery District) FAX

Michael Fondren................. P.O.Box 998............... (228)769-3035 ........... (228)769-3424
..P.0. Box 998.... (228)769-3036 ... (228)769-3189

... Jaye A. Bradley

.. D. Neil Harris Sr..... ..P.0. Box 998.... (228)769-3034 ... (228)769-3488
Adams, Claiborne, Jefferson & Wilkinson Counties (17th Chancery District) FAX
Judge ..o.oveveeeninnen E. Vincent Davis ........ccevee.. P.O. BOX 494.......ccu.. Fayette 39069 ............ (601)786-6123 ........... (601)786-6130
Judge ...ovevviennen George Ward ........ccceveennns 115 South Wall St...... Natchez 39120........... (601)442-7454 ........... (601)445-7973
Benton, Calhoun, Lafayette, Marshall & Tippah Counties (18th Chancery District) FAX
Judge ..o.oveveeeninnen Glenn Alderson........ccceceee. P.O. Drawer 70........... Oxford 38655............. (662)236-0232 ........... (662)234-8057
Judge ..o Robert Q. Whitwell.............R.0. Box 49.......c.c.c.... Oxford 38655............. (662)236-0233 ........... (662)234-6996
Jones & Wayne Counties (19th Chancery District) FAX
Judge .. .. Franklin C. McKenzie Jr. ......P.0. Box 1961 (601)428-3119
Rankin County (20th Chancery District) FAX
Judge ..o John Grant ......ccceeeeeeveenes P.O. Box 1437............. Brandon 39043 .......... (601)825-9208 ......cceevveueennneen No Fax
Judge ..c.oeeeuienens John McLauren Jr.....cccuueee P.O. Box 1437............. Brandon 39043 .......... (601)591-4722 ..ocvevvvieriierenins No Fax
Judge ..o Haydn J. Roberts........c..c..... P.O. Box 1437............. Brandon 39043 .......... (601)824-2448 .........coccveuee. No Fax

Updated April 6, 2016
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Circuit Court Districts
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Circuit Court Judges

(Listed by District)
Alcorn, Tishomingo, Prentiss, Pontotoc, Lee, Itawamba & Monroe Counties (1st Circuit District) FAX
Judge ..oveveveiiane Thomas J. Gardner lll.......... P.O. Drawer 1100..... Tupelo 38802...........ccco..... (662)432-2360........ (662)680-6078

(662)432-2360........(662)680-6078
..(662)728-2365........(662)680-6078
..(662)432-2360........(662)680-6078

FAX
(228)865-4376
(228)867-6536
.(228)867-6536

..P.O.Box 1461...
P.O. Box 1461...

..Christopher L. Schmidt

Lawrence Bourgeois Jr........ P.O. Box 1461... (228)865-1636
Benton, Calhoun, Chickasaw, Lafayette, Marshall, Tippah & Union Counties (3rd Circuit District) FAX
Judge ..oveveveiiane Andrew K. Howorth............ 1 Courthouse Sq., .... Oxford 38655..........ccco.e... (662)234-3013........ (662)236-3401
Ste. 101
Judge ..oveveveiiane John A. Gregory........cceuevee. P.O. BOX 466............. Okolona 38860 ................. (662)447-5454........ (662)447-3332
Judge ..cccoveienene J. Kelly Luther ......ccoveenene. 102 N Main St., ....... Ripley 38663.......cccceevvvenne (662)837-7884........ (662)837-7513
Ste. F
Leflore, Sunflower & Washington Counties (4th Circuit District) FAX
Judge .. Carol White-Richard. .. P.O. Box 686 (662)887-5656
Judge .. . . (662)455-9056
Judge ..ccooveienene (662)334-2716
JUdgE . (662)335-2381
Attala, Carroll, Choctaw, Grenada, Montgomery, Webster & Winston Counties (5th Circuit District) FAX
Judge .. ..George Mitchell Jr.. P.O. Drawer J. .. Eupora 39774 . ..(662)258-3691........(662)258-6855
Judge .. ... P.O. Box 616 (662)285-3160
Adams, Amite, Franklin & Wilkinson Counties (6th Circuit District) FAX
Judge ..o.ovveeene Lillie Blackmon Sanders...... 115 South Wall St ... Natchez 39121.................. (601)445-7933........ (601)445-2369
Judge ..coeeveeienene Forrest A. Johnson.............. P.O.Box 1383........... Natchez 39121.................. (601)442-8363........ (601)445-7954
FAX
Jeff Weill St v P.O.Box 22711......... (601)973-5541
Winston Kidd ........cccevvennee P.O. Box 327............ (601)714-6305
..P.O.Box 22711. (601)948-2689
..P.O.Box 327 ... (601)714-6270
Leake, Neshoba, Newton, & Scott Counties (8th Circuit District) FAX
Judge ...ccoveeennne Christopher A. Collins......... 401 E. Beacon St. Ste 235 Philadelphia 39350...(601)656-7646........ (601)656-6730
Judge ..oveveveiiane Vernon R. Cotten................ 205 Main Street....... Carthage 39051-4117 ....... (601)267-5615........ (601)267-5616
Issaquena, Sharkey, & Warren Counties (9th Circuit District) FAX
Judge ...ccoveeennne M. James Chaney Jr. ........... P.O. Box 351............. Vicksburg 39181 ............... (601)638-8981........ (601)630-8033
Judge ..oveveveiiane Isadore Patrick..........cceeuveene P.0.BOX 351..ccccuune Vicksburg 39181 ............... (601)634-8042........ (601)634-8049
Clarke, Kemper, Lauderdale & Wayne Counties (10th Circuit District) FAX
Judge .. Lester F. Williamson Jr. ....... P.O. Box 86 Meridian 39302 ..... (601)486-4933
Judge .. P.0. Box 5631 ..(601)486-4933
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Bolivar, Coahoma, Quitman & Tunica Counties (11th Circuit District) FAX
(662)624-2515
(662)846-2930
(662)846-2937

FAX
Judge ..covvveenie Robert B. Helfrich............... P.O. Box 309............. Hattiesburg 39403 ............ (601)544-5495........ (601)545-6179
Judge ..ccoeveeennne Jon Mark Weathers............. P.O. Box 830............. Hattiesburg 39403 ............ (601)544-5495........ (601)544-8255
Covington, Jasper, Simpson & Smith Counties (13th Circuit District) FAX
Judge ...ccoveienene Raleigh 39153 ......ccccevveennne (601)782-4413........ (601)782-4630
JUABE . Raleigh 39153 ........ocoeveene.. (601)782-9990........(601)782-9004

FAX

Brookhaven 39602
McComb 39649 ....

..(601)835-1576........(601)835-5644
..(601)684-3400........(601)684-2700

Judge ..

Judge ..

FAX
(601)794-6035........(601)794-3547
..(601)794-6035........(601)794-2801
..(601)403-2360.......(601) 430-2363

FAX
(662)323-6765........(662)323-1121
(662)329-5919........(662)245-4632
(662)494-4893........(662)494-0195

DeSoto, Panola, Tallahatchie, Tate & Yalobusha Counties (17th Circuit District) FAX
Judge ...ccoveeennne Robert P. Chamberlin.......... P.O. Box 280............. Hernando 38632............... (662)469-8359........ (662)469-8370
Judge .ovevveveiine Smith Murphey ........ccoe.... 202 French’s Alley.... Senatobia 38668............... (662)560-6201........ (662)560-6201
Judge ..oevvveine James McClure Il ............... P.O. Box 246............. Sardis 38666 ..........cocu..... (662)487-2072........ (662)487-3830
Judge ..cevveeennne Gerald Chatham ................. P.O. Box 527............. Hernando 38632............... (662)469-8314........ (662)469-8313
Jones County (18th Circuit District) FAX
Judge .. Dal Williamson ... ..P.0. BoX65.... ..(601)428-4572........(601)428-3189
George, Greene & Jackson Counties (19th Circuit District) FAX
Judge ..cevveeennne Robert P. Krebs ................... P.O.Box 998............. Pascagoula 39568............. (228)769-3438........ (228)769-3262
Judge ...ccoveeennne Dale Harkey ......ccccecvevennenene P.O.Box 998............. Pascagoula 39568............. (228)769-3434........ (228)769-3262
Judge ..oveveveiiane Kathy King Jackson ............. P.O.Box 998............. Pascagoula 39568............. (228)769-3244........ (228)769-3262
Rankin & Madison Counties (20th Circuit District) FAX
William E. Chapman Il ....... P.O. Box 1626 (601)855-5704

... P.O. Box 1689... (601)824-2441

...P.0.Box 1626... (601)855-5704

Holmes, Humphreys & Yazoo counties (21st Circuit District) FAX
Judge ..oveveeeee Jannie M. Lewis-Blackmon. P.O. Box 149............. Lexington 39095 ............... (662)834-1452........ (662)834-1481
Copiah, Claiborne & Jefferson Counties (22nd Circuit District) FAX
Judge ..ovevveenine Lamar Pickard........cccoceeuniene P.0.Box 310...cccuuee Hazlehurst 39083.............. (601)894-3311........ (601)894-3315

Updated March 15, 2016
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District Attorneys

District 1 ......... John Weddle .......oveercrreneneen. P.O. Box 7237, Tupelo 38802 .......cooovveverver. (662) 432-2800/(f) (662) 432-2831
District 2 ......... J0€l SMIth cveeeeeeeeee e P.O. Box 1180, Gulfport 39502...........ccoovveeen.... (228) 865-4003/(f) (228) 865-4239
District 3.......... Ben Creekmore........ccocevveveuinnne 1301 Monroe Avenue, Oxford 38655 .............. (662) 234-3304/(f) (662) 234-0299
District 4......... W. Dewayne Richardson.......... P.O. Box 426, Greenville 38702.........cccccevnene. (662) 378-2105/(f) (662) 332-4665
District 5......... Doug Evans........cccoeviiiiiiienne P.O. Box 1262, Grenada 38902-1262................ (662) 226-8545/(f) (662) 227-9558
District 6.......... Ronnie Harper .......cccveevevveennne 307 Market St., Natchez 39120...........cccvennee.. (601) 445-4099/(f) (601) 445-7947
District 7 ......... Robert Shuler Smith ................ P.O. Box 22747, Jackson 39225-2747............... (601) 968-6568/(f) (601) 968-6655
District 8.......... Mark DUNCan ......ccoceevreeieveeenns P.O. Box 603, Philadelphia 39350...........ccco.e... (601) 656-1991/(f) (601) 656-2287
District 9.......... Richard (Ricky) Smith Jr............ P.O. Box 648, Vicksburg 39181.......cccccvevvereennne (601) 636-5754/(f) (601) 636-8664
District 10........ E. J. (Bilbo) Mitchell ................. P.O. Box 5163, Meridian 39302.........ccccceruenenne (601) 482-9757/(f) (601) 483-0085
District 11 ... P.O. Box 848, Cleveland 38732... ..(662) 843-8000/(f) (662) 846-1711
District 12 ... P.O. Box 166, Hattiesburg 39403-0166 ............(601) 545-1551/(f) (601) 545-6097
District 13 ... 100 Court Ave., Ste. 4, Mendenhall 39114 ...... (601) 847-1342/(f) (601) 847-3428
District 14 ....... Dewitt (Dee) T. Bates Jr............. 284 East Bay St., Magnolia 39652........c.ccceuene (601) 783-6677/(f) (601) 783-5646
District 15 ....... Hal Kittrell...o.ooveeeveireiiein 500 Courthouse Sq., Ste. 3, Columbia 39429 ..(601) 731-1476/(f) (601) 731-1489
District 16........ Scott Colom .....ccvviiiiiniiiiinnne P.O. Box 1044, Columbus 39703 .........ccccvueee. (662) 329-5911/(f) (662) 327-1854
District 17 ....... John W. Champion.........ccc...... 365 Losher St., Ste. 210, Hernando 38632 ...... (662) 469-8014/(f) (662) 469-8231
District 18........ Anthony J. Buckley.........cccue... P.0. Box 313, Laurel 39441 .......cccevveveveeennnne (601) 649-4606/(f) (601) 428-3191
District 19........ Anthony (Tony) Lawrence Ill..... P.O. Box 1756, Pascagoula 39568-1756 ........... (228) 769-3045/(f) (228) 769-3345
District 20........ Michael GUest........ccceveirrrueene P.O. Box 68, Brandon 39043..........cccocecvrverinnnen (601) 825-1472/(f) (601) 825-9605
District 21 ........ Akillie Malone Oliver ............... P.O. Box 311, Durant 39063 .........cccceeeuvervennnene (662) 653-3191/(f) (662) 653-6723
District 22........ Alexander C. Martin.........c....... P.O. Drawer 767, Hazlehurst 39083 ................. (601) 894-5040/(f) (601) 894-9080
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