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CONSTITUTION
OF THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI

ADOPTED NOVEMBER 1, A.D., 1890

PREAMBLE

We, the people of Mississippi in convention assembled, grateful to
Almighty God, and invoking his blessing on our work, do ordain and
establish this constitution.

ARTICLE 1
DISTRIBUTION OF POWERS
SECTION 1. Powers of government.
SECTION 2. Encroachment of power.

SECTION 1. Powers of government.

The powers of the government of the State of Mississippi shall be divided
into three distinct departments, and each of them confided to a separate
magistracy, to-wit: those which are legislative to one, those which are
judicial to another, and those which are executive to another.

SOURCES: 1817 art I1§ 1; 1832 art IT § 1; 1869 art III § 1.

SECTION 2. Encroachment of power.

No person or collection of persons, being one or belonging to one of
these departments, shall exercise any power properly belonging to either
of the others. The acceptance of an office in either of said departments
shall, of itself, and at once, vacate any and all offices held by the person so
accepting in either of the other departments.

SOURCES: 1817 art I1 § 2; 1832 art IT § 2; 1869 art III § 1.



ART. 2,SEC. 3 MISSISSIPPI CONSTITUTION

ARTICLE 2
BOUNDARIES OF THE STATE

SECTION 3. Repealed.
SECTION 4. Acquisition of territory; disputed boundaries.

SECTION 3. Repealed.

Repealed by Laws, 1990, ch. 692, eff December 19, 1990. [Preamble,
Const. 1817]

NOTE: Former SECTION 3 stated the limits and boundaries of the state
of Mississippi.

The repeal of Section 3 of Article 2 of the Mississippi Constitution of 1890
was proposed by Laws, 1990, ch. 692 (Senate Concurrent Resolution No.
520), and upon ratification by the electorate on November 6, 1990, was
deleted from the Constitution by proclamation of the Secretary of State on
December 19, 1990.

SECTION 4. Acquisition of territory; disputed
boundaries.

The Legislature shall have power to consent to the acquisition of
additional territory by the state, and to make the same a part thereof; and
the Legislature may settle disputed boundaries between this state and its
coterminus states whenever such disputes arise.

ARTICLE 3

BILL OF RIGHTS
SECTION 5. Government originating in the people.
SECTION 6. Regulation of government; right to alter.
SECTION 7. Secession prohibited.
SECTION 8. Citizens of state.
SECTION 9. Subordination of military to civil power.
SECTION 10. Treason.
SECTION 11. Peaceful assemblage; right to petition

government.



BILL OF RIGHTS

SECTION 12.

SECTION 12A.

SECTION 13.
SECTION 14.
SECTION 15.

SECTION 16.
SECTION 17.

SECTION 17A.

SECTION 18.
SECTION 109.
SECTION 20.
SECTION 21.
SECTION 22.
SECTION 23.
SECTION 24.
SECTION 25.
SECTION 26.

SECTION 26A.

SECTION 27.
SECTION 28.
SECTION 29.

SECTION 30.
SECTION 31.
SECTION 32.

SECTION 5.

ART. 3, SEC. 5

Right to bear arms.

Right to hunt, fish, and harvest wildlife.

Freedom of speech and press; libel.

Due process.

Slavery and involuntary servitude prohibited;

punishment for crime.

Ex post facto laws; impairment of contract.

Taking property for public use; due

compensation.

Taking private property by eminent domain;

transfer to others prohibited for ten years;

exceptions.

Freedom of religion.

Repealed.

Specific term of office.

Writ of habeas corpus.

Double jeopardy.

Searches and seizures.

Open courts; remedy for injury.

Access to courts.

Rights of accused; state grand jury

proceedings.

Victims’ rights; construction of provisions;

legislative authority.

Proceeding by indictment or information.

Cruel or unusual punishment prohibited.

Excessive bail prohibited; revocation or denial
of bail.

Imprisonment for debt.

Trial by jury.

Construction of enumerated rights.

Government originating in the people.

All political power is vested in, and derived from, the people; all
government of right originates with the people, is founded upon their will
only, and is instituted solely for the good of the whole.

SOURCES: 1817 art1§2; 1832 art1§ 2.



ART. 3, SEC. 6 MISSISSIPPI CONSTITUTION
SECTION 6. Regulation of government; right to alter.

The people of this state have the inherent, sole, and exclusive right to
regulate the internal government and police thereof, and to alter and
abolish their constitution and form of government whenever they deem
it necessary to their safety and happiness; Provided, Such change be not
repugnant to the constitution of the United States.

SOURCES: 1817 art 1§ 2; 1832 artI§ 2.

SECTION 7. Secession prohibited.

The right to withdraw from the Federal Union on account of any real or
supposed grievance, shall never be assumed by this state, nor shall any law
be passed in derogation of the paramount allegiance of the citizens of this
state to the government of the United States.

SOURCES: 1869 art I § 20.

SECTION 8. Citizens of state.

All persons, resident in this State, citizens of the United States, are hereby
declared citizens of the State of Mississippi.

SOURCES: 1869 art 1§ 1.

SECTION 9. Subordination of military to civil power.

The military shall be in strict subordination to the civil power.
SOURCES: 1869 art I § 25.

SECTION 10. Treason.

Treason against the state shall consist only in levying war against the
same or in adhering to its enemies, giving them aid and comfort. No
person shall be convicted of treason unless on the testimony of two
witnesses to the same overt act, or on confession in open court.

SOURCES: 1817 art VI § 3; 1832 art VII § 3; 1869 art I § 26.



BILL OF RIGHTS ART. 3, SEC. 12A

SECTION 11. Peaceful assemblage; right to petition
government.

The right of the people peaceably to assemble and petition the
government on any subject shall never be impaired.

SOURCES: 1817 art I, § 22; 1832 art I, § 22; 1869 art I, § 6.

SECTION 12. Right to bear arms.

The right of every citizen to keep and bear arms in defense of his home,
person, or property, or in aid of the civil power when thereto legally
summoned, shall not be called in question, but the Legislature may
regulate or forbid carrying concealed weapons.

SOURCES: 1817 art 1§ 23; 1832 art 1§ 23; 1869 art I § 15.

SECTION 12A. Right to hunt, fish, and harvest wildlife.

The people have the right to hunt, fish and harvest wildlife, including by
the use of traditional methods, subject only to laws and regulations that
promote wildlife conservation and management and that preserve the
future of hunting and fishing, as the Legislature may prescribe by general
law. Public hunting and fishing shall be a preferred means of managing
and controlling wildlife. This section may not be construed to modify any
provision of law relating to trespass, property rights, the regulation of
commercial activities or the maintenance of levees pursuant to Article 11.

SOURCES: Laws, 2012, Ch.2024

NOTE: The insertion of Section 12A in Article 3 of the Constitution was
proposed by Chapter 2024, Laws of 2012 (House Concurrent Resolution
No. 30), and upon ratification by the electorate on November 4, 2014, was
inserted as a part of the Constitution by proclamation of the Secretary of
State on December 2, 2014.

The last paragraph of HCR 30 provides as follows:

“BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Attorney General of the State of
Mississippi shall submit this resolution, immediately upon adoption by the
Legislature of the State of Mississippi, to the Attorney General of the United
States or to the United States District Court for the District of Columbia in



ART. 3, SEC. 12A MISSISSIPPI CONSTITUTION

accordance with the provisions of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, as amend-
ed and extended.”

However, after the bill was approved, the United States Supreme Court, in
the case of Shelby County v. Holder (June 25, 2013), struck down the coverage
formula that determined what jurisdictions are subject to Section 5 of the
Voting Rights Act, so the coverage formula can no longer be used as a basis
for subjecting jurisdictions to preclearance under Section 5.

Because of the Shelby County decision, the United States Attorney
General is not making any determinations under Section 5 on voting or
election changes made by states. The Supreme Court did not strike down
Section 5, so it is still in effect. For that reason, the Mississippi Attorney
General’s Office submitted House Concurrent Resolution 30 (2012) to the
United States Attorney General in order to technically meet the requirements
of Section 5 and fulfill the Legislative direction in the final paragraph of the
Resolution.

By letter dated March 6, 2014, the United States Attorney General
responded that he is not making determinations on the merits of any bill
that is submitted under Section 5. The submission of HCR 30 (2012) and the
response from the United States Attorney General technically met the
requirements of Section 5 and fulfilled the Legislative direction in the final
paragraph of the Resolution.

SECTION 13. Freedom of speech and press; libel.

The freedom of speech and of the press shall be held sacred; and in all
prosecutions for libel the truth may be given in evidence, and the jury shall
determine the law and the facts under the direction of the court; and if it
shall appear to the jury that the matter charged as libelous is true, and was
published with good motives and for justifiable ends, the party shall be
acquitted.

SOURCES: 1817 art1§§ 6, 7 and 8; 1832 art I §§ 6, 7 and 8; 1869 art I § 4.

SECTION 14.  Due process.

No person shall be deprived of life, liberty, or property except by due
process of law.

SOURCES: 1817 art 1§ 10; 1832 art I § 10; 1869 art I § 2.



BILL OF RIGHTS ART. 3, SEC. 17A

SECTION 15. Slavery and involuntary servitude
prohibited; punishment for crime.

There shall be neither slavery nor involuntary servitude in this state,
otherwise than in the punishment of crime, whereof the party shall have
been duly convicted.

SOURCES: 1869 art 1§ 19.

SECTION 16. Ex post facto laws; impairment of contract.

Ex post facto laws, or laws impairing the obligation of contracts, shall not
be passed.

SOURCES: 1817 art 1§ 19; 1832 art 1§ 19; 1869 art I § 9.

SECTION 17. Taking property for public use; due
compensation.

Private property shall not be taken or damaged for public use, except
on due compensation being first made to the owner or owners thereof, in
a manner to be prescribed by law; and whenever an attempt is made to
take private property for a use alleged to be public, the question whether
the contemplated use be public shall be a judicial question, and, as such,
determined without regard to legislative assertion that the use is public.

SOURCES: 1817 art 1§ 13; 1832 art 1§ 13; 1869 art I § 10.

SECTION 17A. Taking private property by eminent
domain; transfer to others prohibited for
ten (10) years; exceptions.

No property acquired by the exercise of the power of eminent domain
under the laws of the State of Mississippi shall, for a period of ten years
after its acquisition, be transferred or any interest therein transferred to any
person, non-governmental entity, public-private partnership, corporation,
or other business entity with the following exceptions:

(1) The above provisions shall not apply to drainage and levee facilities
and usage, roads and bridges for public conveyance, flood control projects
with a levee component, seawalls, dams, toll roads, public airports, public
ports, public harbors, public wayports, common carriers or facilities for

9



ART. 3, SEC. 17A MISSISSIPPI CONSTITUTION

public utilities and other entities used in the generation, transmission,
storage or distribution of telephone, telecommunication, gas carbon
dioxide, electricity, water, sewer, natural gas, liquid hydrocarbons or other
utility products.

(2) The above provisions shall not apply where the use of eminent
domain (a) removes a public nuisance; (b) removes a structure that is
beyond repair or unfit for human habitation or use; (c) is used to acquire
abandoned property; or (d) eliminates a direct threat to public health or
safety caused by the property in its current condition.

SOURCES: Executive Order No. 1074, 2012, eff. January 9, 2012.

NOTE: During the November 8, 2011, General Election, a citizen-
initiated Constitutional amendment, Initiative # 31 - Eminent Domain,
was approved by a majority of the electors of Mississippi. The Governor, by
Executive Order No. 1074, dated January 9, 2012, directed the Secretary
of State to insert Initiative # 31 into the Mississippi Constitution as Article
3,§ 17A. Article 15, § 273(10) of the Mississippi Constitution provides that
initiatives approved by the electors take effect thirty (30) days from the
date of the official declaration of the vote by the Secretary of State. The
Secretary of State certified the November 8, 2011, election on December 8,
2011.

SECTION 18.  Freedom of religion.

No religious test as a qualification for office shall be required; and no
preference shall be given by law to any religious sect or mode of worship;
but the free enjoyment of all religious sentiments and the different modes
of worship shall be held sacred. The rights hereby secured shall not be
construed to justify acts of licentiousness injurious to morals or dangerous
to the peace and safety of the state, or to exclude the Holy Bible from use in
any public school of this state.

SOURCES: 1817 art I §§ 3, 4; 1832 art I §$ 3, 4; 1869 art I § 23.

SECTION 109. Repealed.

Repealed by Laws, 1977, ch. 584, eft December 22, 1978. [1817 art VI §
2; 1832 art VII § 2; 1869 art I § 27]

NOTE: Former Section 19 prohibited dueling and both disenfranchised
and disqualified persons involved in a duel from holding public office.

10



BILL OF RIGHTS ART. 3, SEC. 23

The repeal of Section 19 of Article 3 of the Constitution of 1890 was
proposed by Laws, 1977, ch. 584 (Senate Concurrent Resolution No.
528) and upon ratification by the electorate on November 7, 1978, was
deleted from the Constitution by proclamation of the Secretary of State on
December 22, 1978.

SECTION 20. Specific term of office.

No person shall be elected or appointed to office in this state for life
or during good behavior, but the term of all officers shall be for some
specified period.

SOURCES: 1817 art VI § 12; 1832 art I § 30; 1869 art I § 29.

SECTION 21. Writ of habeas corpus.

The privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall not be suspended, unless
when in the case of rebellion or invasion, the public safety may require it,
nor ever without the authority of the legislature.

SOURCES: 1817 art 1§ 13; 1832 art 1§ 13; 1869 art I § 5.

SECTION 22. Double jeopardy.

No person’ life or liberty shall be twice placed in jeopardy for the same
offense; but there must be an actual acquittal or conviction on the merits to
bar another prosecution.

SOURCES: 1817 art 1§ 13; 1832 art 1§ 13; 1869 art I § 5.

SECTION 23. Searches and seizures.

The people shall be secure in their persons, houses, and possessions,
from unreasonable seizure or search; and no warrant shall be issued
without probable cause, supported by oath or affirmation, specially
designating the place to be searched and the person or thing to be seized.

SOURCES: 1817 art 1§ 9; 1832 art I § 9; 1869 art I § 14.

11



ART. 3, SEC. 24 MISSISSIPPI CONSTITUTION

SECTION 24. Open courts; remedy for injury.

All courts shall be open; and every person for an injury done him in his
lands, goods, person, or reputation, shall have remedy by due course of law,
and right and justice shall be administered without sale, denial, or delay.

SOURCES: 1817 art 1§ 14; 1832 art I § 14; 1869 art I § 28.

SECTION 25. Access to courts.

No person shall be debarred from prosecuting or defending any civil
cause for or against him or herself, before any tribunal in the state, by him
or herself, or counsel, or both.

SOURCES: 1817 art 1§ 29; 1832 art 1§ 29; 1869 art I § 30.

SECTION 26. Rights of accused; state grand jury
proceedings.

In all criminal prosecutions the accused shall have a right to be heard
by himself or counsel, or both, to demand the nature and cause of the
accusation, to be confronted by the witnesses against him, to have
compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor, and, in all
prosecutions by indictment or information, a speedy and public trial by
an impartial jury of the county where the offense was committed; and he
shall not be compelled to give evidence against himself; but in prosecutions
for rape, adultery, fornication, sodomy or crime against nature the court
may, in its discretion, exclude from the courtroom all persons except such
as are necessary in the conduct of the trial. Notwithstanding any other
provisions of this Constitution, the Legislature may enact laws establishing
a state grand jury with the authority to return indictments regardless of the
county where the crime was committed. The subject matter jurisdiction
of a state grand jury is limited to criminal violations of the Mississippi
Uniform Controlled Substances Law or any other crime involving
narcotics, dangerous drugs or controlled substances, or any crime arising
out of or in connection with a violation of the Mississippi Uniform
Controlled Substances Law or a crime involving narcotics, dangerous drugs
or controlled substances if the crime occurs within more than one (1)
circuit court district of the state or transpires or has significance in more
than one (1) circuit court district of the state. The venue for the trial of
indictments returned by a state grand jury shall be as prescribed by general
law.

12



BILL OF RIGHTS ART. 3, SEC. 27

SOURCES: 1817 art 1§ 10; 1832 art I § 7; Laws, 1994, ch. 668, eff
December 9, 1994.

NOTE: The 1994 amendment of Section 26, Mississippi Constitution of
1890, proposed by Laws, 1994, ch. 668 (House Concurrent Resolution No.
79), was approved by the House of Representatives on March 29, 1994,
and by the Senate on March 30, 1994. It was ratified by the electorate
on November 8, 1994, and inserted as part of the Constitution by
proclamation of the Secretary of State on December 9, 1994.

SECTION 26A. Victims’ rights; construction of provisions;
legislative authority.

(1) Victims of crime, as defined by law, shall have the right to be treated
with fairness, dignity and respect throughout the criminal justice process;
and to be informed, to be present and to be heard, when authorized by law,
during public hearings.

(2) Nothing in this section shall provide grounds for the accused or
convicted offender to obtain any form of relief nor shall this section
impair the constitutional rights of the accused. Nothing in this section or
any enabling statute shall be construed as creating a cause of action for
damages against the state or any of its agencies, officials, employees or
political subdivisions.

(3) The Legislature shall have the authority to enact substantive and
procedural laws to define, implement, preserve and protect the rights
guaranteed to victims by this section.

SOURCES: Laws, 1998, ch. 691, eff November 30, 1998.

SECTION 27.  Proceeding by indictment or information.

No person shall, for any indictable offense, be proceeded against
criminally by information, except in cases arising in the land or naval
forces, or the military when in actual service, or by leave of the court
for misdemeanor in office or where a defendant represented by counsel
by sworn statement waives indictment; but the legislature, in cases not
punishable by death or by imprisonment in the penitentiary, may dispense
with the inquest of the grand jury, and may authorize prosecutions before
justice court judges, or such other inferior court or courts as may be
established, and the proceedings in such cases shall be regulated by law.

13



ART. 3, SEC. 27 MISSISSIPPI CONSTITUTION

SOURCES: 1817 art 1§ 12; 1832 art 1 § 12; 1869 art I § 31; Laws, 1977, ch.
590, eff December 22, 1978.

NOTE: The 1977 amendment to Section 27 of Article 3 of the
Constitution of 1890 was proposed by Laws, 1977, ch. 590, (Senate
Concurrent Resolution No. 590 of the 1977 regular session of the
Legislature), and upon ratification by the electorate on November 7, 1978,
was inserted by proclamation of the Secretary of State on December 22,
1978.

SECTION 28. Cruel or unusual punishment prohibited.

Cruel or unusual punishment shall not be inflicted, nor excessive fines be
imposed.

SOURCES: 1817 art1§ 16; 1832 art1§ 16; 1869 art1§ 8.

SECTION 29. Excessive bail prohibited; revocation or
denial of bail.

(1) Excessive bail shall not be required, and all persons shall, before
conviction, be bailable by sufficient sureties, except for capital offenses (a)
when the proof is evident or presumption great; or (b) when the person
has previously been convicted of a capital offense or any other offense
punishable by imprisonment for a maximum of twenty (20) years or more.

(2) If a person charged with committing any offense that is punishable
by death, life imprisonment or imprisonment for one (1) year or more
in the penitentiary or any other state correctional facility is granted bail
and (a) if that person is indicted for a felony committed while on bail; or
(b) if the court, upon hearing, finds probable cause that the person has
committed a felony while on bail, then the court shall revoke bail and shall
order that the person be detained, without further bail, pending trial of
the charge for which bail was revoked. For the purposes of this subsection
(2) only, the term “felony” means any offense punishable by death, life
imprisonment or imprisonment for more than five (5) years under the laws
of the jurisdiction in which the crime is committed. In addition, grand
larceny shall be considered a felony for the purposes of this subsection.

(3) In the case of offenses punishable by imprisonment for a maximum
of twenty (20) years or more or by life imprisonment, a county or circuit
court judge may deny bail for such offenses when the proof is evident or

14



BILL OF RIGHTS ART. 3, SEC. 31

the presumption great upon making a determination that the release of
the person or persons arrested for such offense would constitute a special
danger to any other person or to the community or that no condition or
combination of conditions will reasonably assure the appearance of the
person as required.

(4) In any case where bail is denied before conviction, the judge shall
place in the record his reasons for denying bail. Any person who is charged
with an offense punishable by imprisonment for a maximum of twenty
(20) years or more or by life imprisonment and who is denied bail prior to
conviction shall be entitled to an emergency hearing before a justice of the
Mississippi Supreme Court. The provisions of this subsection (4) do not
apply to bail revocation orders.

SOURCES: 1817 art 1§ 16; 1832 art I § 16; 1869 art I § 8; Laws, 1987, ch.
674; Laws, 1995, ch. 636, eff December 5, 1995.

NOTE: The 1987 amendment of Section 29 in Article 3 of the
Mississippi Constitution of 1890 was proposed by Laws, 1987, ch. 674
(Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 534), and upon ratification by the
electorate on November 3, 1987, was inserted as part of the Constitution by
proclamation of the Secretary of State on December 4, 1987.

The 1995 amendment of Section 29 in Article 3 of the Mississippi
Constitution of 1890 was proposed by Laws, 1995, ch. 636 (House
Concurrent Resolution No. 42), and upon ratification by the electorate
on November 7, 1995, was inserted as a part of the Constitution by
proclamation of the Secretary of State on December 5, 1995.

SECTION 30. Imprisonment for debt.

There shall be no imprisonment for debt.
SOURCES: 1817 art 1§ 18; 1832 art I § 18; 1869 art I § 11.

SECTION 31. Trial by jury.

The right of trial by jury shall remain inviolate, but the Legislature may,
by enactment, provide that in all civil suits tried in the circuit and chancery
court, nine or more jurors may agree on the verdict and return it as the
verdict of the jury.

SOURCES: 1817 art 1§ 28; 1832 art 1 § 28; 1869 art I § 12; Laws, 1916, ch.
158.

15



ART. 3, SEC. 32 MISSISSIPPI CONSTITUTION

SECTION 32. Construction of enumerated rights.

The enumeration of rights in this constitution shall not be construed to
deny and impair others retained by, and inherent in, the people.

SOURCES: 1817 artI; 1832 art I; 1869 art I § 32.

ARTICLE 4
LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT

SECTION 33. Composition of Legislature.

SECTION 34. Composition of House of Representatives.
SECTION 35. Composition of Senate.

SECTION 36. Sessions.

SECTION 37. Elections for members.

SECTION 38. Election of officers by each house.
SECTION 39. President pro tempore of Senate.

SECTION 33. Composition of Legislature.

The legislative power of this state shall be vested in a Legislature which
shall consist of a Senate and a House of Representatives.

SOURCES: 1817 art ITI § 4; 1832 art IIT § 4; 1869 art IV § 1.

SECTION 34. Composition of House of Representatives.

The House of Representatives shall consist of members chosen every four
years by the qualified electors of the several counties and Representative
districts.

SOURCES: 1869 art IV § 2.

SECTION 35. Composition of Senate.

The Senate shall consist of members chosen every four years by the
qualified electors of the several districts.

SOURCES: 1869 art IV § 4.

16



LEGISLATIVE ART. 4, SEC. 39
SECTION 36. Sessions.

The Legislature shall meet at the seat of government in regular session on
the Tuesday after the first Monday of January of the year A.D., 1970, and
annually thereafter, unless sooner convened by the Governor; provided,
however, that such sessions shall be limited to a period of one hundred
twenty-five (125) calendar days for regular 1972 session and every fourth
year thereafter, but ninety (90) calendar days for every other regular
session thereafter. Provided further that the House of Representatives, by
resolution with the Senate concurring therein, and by a two-thirds (2/3)
vote of those present and voting in each house, may extend such limited
session for a period of thirty (30) days with no limit on the number of
extensions to each session.

SOURCES: 1869 art IV § 6; Laws, 1912, ch. 414; Laws, 1968, ch. 634.

NOTE: The 1968 amendment to Section 36 of Article 4 of the
Constitution of 1890 was proposed by House Concurrent Resolution No. 36
of the 1968 regular session of the Legislature, and upon ratification by the
electorate on June 4, 1968, was inserted by a proclamation of the Secretary
of State on June 13, 1968, by virtue of the authority vested in him by
Section 273 of the Constitution.

SECTION 37. Elections for members.

Elections for members of the Legislature shall be held in the several
counties and districts as provided by law.

SOURCES: 1869 art IV § 8.

SECTION 38. Election of officers by each house.

Each house shall elect its own officers, and shall judge of the
qualifications, return and election of its own members.

SOURCES: 1869 art IV § 10.

SECTION 39. President pro tempore of Senate.

The Senate shall choose a President pro tempore to act in the absence or
disability of its presiding officer.

SOURCES: 1869 art IV § 11.
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ART. 4, SEC. 40

SECTION 40.
SECTION 41.

SECTION 42.
SECTION 43.

SECTION 44.
SECTION 45.

SECTION 46.
SECTION 47.
SECTION 48.

SECTION 49.
SECTION 50.
SECTION 51.
SECTION 52.

SECTION 53.
SECTION 40.

MISSISSIPPI CONSTITUTION

QUALIFICATIONS AND

PRIVILEGES OF LEGISLATORS

Oath of office.

Qualifications of House of Representatives
members.

Qualifications of Senators.

Person liable for public monies ineligible for
office.

Ineligibility for office of person convicted of
certain crimes.

Member eligibility for offices created during
term of office.

Salaries of members.

Fees or rewards prohibited.

Immunity of members from arrest for certain
crimes.

Power of impeachment.

Impeachment grounds.

Removal from office.

Persons to preside in impeachment
proceedings.

Removal of judges for reasonable cause.

Oath of office.

Members of the Legislature, before entering upon the discharge of their

duties, shall take the following oath: “I,

, do solemnly swear (or

affirm) that I will faithfully support the Constitution of the United States
and of the State of Mississippi; that I am not disqualified from holding
office by the Constitution of this state; that I will faithfully discharge my
duties as a legislator; that I will, as soon as practicable hereafter, carefully
read (or have read to me) the Constitution of this State, and will endeavor
to note, and as a legislator to execute, all the requirements thereof imposed
on the Legislature; and I will not vote for any measure or person because of
a promise of any other member of this Legislature to vote for any measure
or person, or as a means of influencing him or them so to do. So help me

God”
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LEGISLATIVE ART. 4, SEC. 43

SECTION 41. Qualifications of House of Representatives
members.

No person shall be a member of the House of Representatives who shall
not have attained the age of twenty-one (21) years, and who shall not be a
qualified elector of the State, and who shall not have been a resident citizen
of the State for four (4) years, and within the district such person seeks to
serve for two (2) years, immediately preceding his election. The seat of a
member of the House of Representatives shall be vacated on his removal
from the district from which he was elected.

SOURCES: 1817 artII1 § 7; 1832 art III § 7; 1869 art IV § 3; Laws, 1987,
ch. 674, eff December 4, 1987.

SECTION 42. Qualifications of Senators.

No person shall be a Senator who shall not have attained the age of
twenty-five years, who shall not have been a qualified elector of the State
four years, and who shall not be an actual resident of the district or
territory he may be chosen to represent for two years before his election.
The seat of a Senator shall be vacated upon his removal from the district
from which he was elected.

SOURCES: 1817 art III § 14; 1832 art IIT § 14; 1869 art IV § 5.
SECTION 43. Person liable for public monies ineligible
for office.

No person liable as principal for public moneys unaccounted for shall be
eligible to a seat in either house of the legislature, or to any office of profit
or trust, until he shall have accounted for and paid over all sums for which
he may have been liable.

SOURCES: 1817 art ITI § 28; 1832 art III § 28; 1869 art IV § 16.
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ART. 4, SEC. 44 MISSISSIPPI CONSTITUTION

SECTION 44.  Ineligibility for office of person convicted
of certain crimes.

(1) No person shall be eligible to a seat in either House of the
Legislature, or to any office of profit or trust, who shall have been convicted
of bribery, perjury, or other infamous crime; and any person who shall
have been convicted of giving or offering, directly, or indirectly, any bribe
to procure his election or appointment, and any person who shall give or
offer any bribe to procure the election or appointment of any person to
office, shall, on conviction thereof, be disqualified from holding any office
of profit or trust under the laws of this state.

(2) No person who is convicted after ratification of this amendment in
another state of any offense which is a felony under the laws of this state,
and no person who is convicted after ratification of this amendment of any
felony in a federal court, shall be eligible to hold any office of profit or trust
in this state.

(3) This section shall not disqualify a person from holding office if he
has been pardoned for the offense or if the offense of which the person was
convicted was manslaughter, any violation of the United States Internal
Revenue Code or any violation of the tax laws of this state unless such
offense also involved misuse or abuse of his office or money coming into
his hands by virtue of his office.

SOURCES: 1817 art VI §§ 4, 5; 1832 art VII § 4; 1869 art IV §§ 17, 18;
Laws, 1992, ch. 591, eff December 8, 1992.

NOTE: The 1992 amendment of Section 44 in Article 4 of the
Mississippi Constitution of 1890, was proposed by Laws, 1992, ch. 591
(House Concurrent Resolution No. 46), and upon ratification by the
electorate on November 3, 1992, was inserted as part of the Constitution by
proclamation of the Secretary of State on December 8, 1992.

SECTION 45. Member eligibility for offices created
during term of office.

No Senator or Representative, during the term for which he was elected,
shall be eligible to any office of profit which shall have been created, or the
emoluments of which have been increased, during the time such Senator
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LEGISLATIVE ART. 4, SEC. 49

or Representative was in office, except to such offices as may be filled by an
election of the people.

SOURCES: 1817 art III § 26; 1832 art III § 26; 1869 art IV § 38.

SECTION 46. Salaries of members.

The members of the Legislature shall severally receive from the State
Treasury compensation for their services, to be prescribed by law, which
may be increased or diminished; but no alteration of such compensation of
members shall take effect during the session at which it is made.

SOURCES: 1817 art III § 25; 1832 art III § 25; 1869 art IV § 20.

SECTION 47. Fees or rewards prohibited.

No member of the Legislature shall take any fee or reward, or be counsel
in any measure pending before either house of the legislature, under
penalty of forfeiting his seat, upon proof thereof to the satisfaction of the
house of which he is a member.

SECTION 48. Immunity of members from arrest for
certain crimes

Senators and Representatives shall, in all cases, except treason, felony, theft,
or breach of the peace, be privileged from arrest during the session of the
Legislature, and for fifteen days before the commencement and after the
termination of each session.

SOURCES: 1817 art ITI § 19; 1832 art III § 19; 1869 art IV § 19.

SECTION 49. Power of impeachment.

The House of Representatives shall have the sole power of impeachment;
but two-thirds of all the members present must concur therein. All
impeachments shall be tried by the Senate, and, when sitting for that
purpose, the Senators shall be sworn to do justice according to law and the
evidence.

SOURCES: 1817 art “Impeachment,” §§ 1, 2; 1832 art VI §§ 1, 2; 1869 art
IV § 27.
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ART. 4, SEC. 50 MISSISSIPPI CONSTITUTION

SECTION 50. Impeachment grounds.

The Governor and all other civil officers of this State, shall be liable to
impeachment for treason, bribery, or any high crime or misdemeanor in
office.

SOURCES: 1817 art “Impeachment,” § 3; 1832 art VI § 3; 1869 art IV § 28.

SECTION 51. Removal from office.

Judgment in such cases shall not extend further than removal from office
and disqualification to hold any office of honor, trust, or profit in this State;
but the party convicted shall, nevertheless, be subject to indictment, trial,
judgment, and punishment according to law.

SOURCES: 1817 art “Impeachment,” § 3; 1832 art VI § 3; 1869 art IV § 30.

SECTION 52. Persons to preside in impeachment
proceedings.

When the Governor shall be tried, the Chief Justice of the Supreme
Court shall preside; and when the Chief Justice is disabled, disqualified, or
refuses to act, the judge of the Supreme Court next oldest in commission
shall preside; and no person shall be convicted without concurrence of
two-thirds of all the Senators present.

SOURCES: 1869 art IV § 29.

SECTION 53. Removal of judges for reasonable cause.

For reasonable cause, which shall not be sufficient ground of
impeachment, the Governor shall, on the joint address of two-thirds
of each branch of the Legislature, remove from office the judges of the
Supreme and inferior courts; but the cause or causes of removal shall be
spread on the journal, and the party charged be notified of the same, and
have an opportunity to be heard by himself or counsel, or both, before the
vote is finally taken and decided.

SOURCES: 1832 art IV § 27; 1869 art IV § 31.
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LEGISLATIVE

SECTION 54.
SECTION 55.
SECTION 56.
SECTION 57.
SECTION 58.
SECTION 59.
SECTION 60.

SECTION 61.

SECTION 62.

SECTION 63.
SECTION 64.

SECTION 65.
SECTION 66.
SECTION 67.
SECTION 68.

SECTION 69.
SECTION 70.

SECTION 71.
SECTION 72.

SECTION 73.
SECTION 74.
SECTION 75.
SECTION 76.
SECTION 77.

ARTICLE 4

RULES OF PROCEDURE

Quorum.

Determination of rules by each house.
Style of laws.

Adjournments; meeting place.

Open door policy; disorderly behavior.
Introduction and passage of bills.
Amendment of bill; orders, votes and
resolutions.

Amendment or revival by reference to title
prohibited.

Voting on amendments; adoption of
committee reports.

Maximum sum fixed in appropriation bill.
Time limit and voting requirements for
appropriations.

Reconsideration of votes.

Law granting donation or gratuity.

Time limit for introducing new bill.
Precedence and time limits for appropriation
and revenue bills.

Contents of appropriation bills.

Votes required for passage of revenue or
property assessment bills.

Title of bill; committee recommendations.
Approval or disapproval of bill by Governor;
veto override process.

Veto of parts of appropriations bill.
Referral of bill to committee.

Enforcement of laws of general nature.
Viva voce vote.

Writs of election to fill legislative vacancies.
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ART. 4, SEC. 54 MISSISSIPPI CONSTITUTION

SECTION 54. Quorum

A majority of each House shall constitute a quorum to do business; but
a less number may adjourn from day to day, and compel the attendance
of absent members in such manner and under such penalties as each shall
provide.

SOURCES: 1869 art IV § 12.

SECTION 55. Determination of rules by each house.

Each House may determine rules of its own proceedings, punish its
members for disorderly behavior, and, with the concurrence of two-thirds
of the members present, expel a member; but no member, unless expelled
for theft, bribery, or corruption, shall be expelled the second time for
the same offense. Both houses shall, from time to time, publish journals
of their proceedings, except such parts as may, in their opinion, require
secrecy; and the yeas and nays, on any question, shall be entered on the
journal, at the request of one-tenth of the members present; and the yeas
and nays shall be entered on the journals on the final passage of every bill.

SOURCES: 1817 art ITI §§ 16, 17; 1832 art ITII §§ 15, 16, 17; 1869 art IV §
14.

SECTION 56. Style of laws.

The style of the laws of the State shall be: “Be it enacted by the Legislature
of the state of Mississippi.”

SOURCES: 1832 art III1 § 4; 1869 art IV § 32.

SECTION 57.  Adjournments; meeting place.

Neither House shall, without the consent of the other, adjourn for more
than three days, nor to any other place than that in which the two houses
shall be sitting.

SOURCES: 1817 art ITI § 22; 1832 art III § 22; 1869 art IV § 13.
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LEGISLATIVE ART. 4, SEC. 59

SECTION 58. Open door policy; disorderly behavior.

The doors of each House, when in session, or in committee of the
whole, shall be kept open, except in cases which may require secrecy;
and each House may punish, by fine and imprisonment, any person not a
member who shall be guilty of disrespect to the House by any disorderly or
contemptuous behavior in its presence, or who shall in any way disturb its
deliberations during the session; but such imprisonment shall not extend
beyond the final adjournment of that session.

SOURCES: 1817 art III § 20; 1832 art III §$ 20, 21; 1869 art IV § 15.

SECTION 59. Introduction and passage of bills.

Bills may originate in either House, and be amended or rejected in the
other, and every bill shall be read by its title on three (3) different days
in each House, unless two-thirds (2/3) of the house where the same is
pending shall dispense with the rules; and every bill shall be read in full
immediately before the vote on its final passage upon the demand of any
member; and every bill, having passed both Houses, shall be signed by the
President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives
during the legislative session.

SOURCES: 1817 art IIT § 23; 1832 art IIT § 23; 1869 art IV § 23; Laws,
1990, ch. 688, eff December 19, 1990.

NOTE: The 1990 amendment to Section 59 of Article 4 of the
Mississippi Constitution of 1890 was proposed by Laws, 1990, ch. 688
(Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 506), was ratified by the electorate
on November 6, 1990, and was inserted as a part of the Constitution by
proclamation of the Secretary of State on December 19, 1990.
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ART. 4, SEC. 60 MISSISSIPPI CONSTITUTION

SECTION 60. Amendment of bill; orders, votes and
resolutions.

No bill shall be so amended in its passage through either house as to
change its original purpose, and no law shall be passed except by bill; but
orders, votes, and resolutions of both houses, affecting the prerogatives
and duties thereof, or relating to adjournment, to amendments to the
Constitution, to the investigation of public officers, and the like, shall not
require the signature of the governor; and such resolutions, orders, and
votes, may empower legislative committees to administer oaths, to send for
persons and papers, and generally make legislative investigations effective.

SOURCES: 1832 art V § 16; 1869 art IV § 25.

SECTION 61.  Amendment or revival by reference to title
prohibited.

No law shall be revived or amended by reference to its title only, but the
section or sections, as amended or revived, shall be inserted at length.

SECTION 62.  Voting on amendments; adoption of
committee reports.

No amendment to bills by one House shall be concurred in by the other
except by a vote of the majority thereof, taken by yeas and nays and the
names of those voting for and against recorded upon the journals; and
reports of committees of conference shall in like manner be adopted in
each house.

SECTION 63. Maximum sum fixed in appropriation bill.

No appropriation bill shall be passed by the Legislature which does not
fix definitely the maximum sum thereby authorized to be drawn from the
treasury.

SECTION 64. Time limit and voting requirements for
appropriations.

No bill passed after the adoption of this Constitution to make
appropriations of money out of the State Treasury shall continue in force
more than two months after the expiration of the fiscal year ending after
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LEGISLATIVE ART. 4, SEC. 68

the meeting of the Legislature at its next regular session; nor shall such bill
be passed except by the votes of a majority of all members elected to each
House of the Legislature.

SOURCES: Laws, 1935, ch. 116.

SECTION 65. Reconsideration of votes.

All votes on the final passage of any measure shall be subject to
reconsideration for at least one whole legislative day, and no motion to
reconsider such vote shall be disposed of adversely on the day on which the
original vote was taken, except on the last day of the session.

SECTION 66. Law granting donation or gratuity.

No law granting a donation or gratuity in favor of any person or object
shall be enacted except by the concurrence of two-thirds of the members
elect of each branch of the Legislature, nor by any vote for a sectarian
purpose or use.

SOURCES: Laws, 1908, ch. 149.

SECTION 67. Time limit for introducing new bill.

No new bill shall be introduced into either House of the Legislature
during the last three days of the session.

SECTION 68. Precedence and time limits for
appropriation and revenue bills.

Appropriation and revenue bills shall, at regular sessions of the
Legislature, have precedence in both houses over all other business, and no
such bills shall be passed during the last five days of the session.
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ART. 4, SEC. 69 MISSISSIPPI CONSTITUTION

SECTION 69. Contents of appropriation bills.

General appropriation bills shall contain only the appropriations to
defray the ordinary expenses of the executive, legislative, and judicial
departments of the government; to pay interest on state bonds, and to
support the common schools. All other appropriations shall be made
by separate bills, each embracing but one subject. Legislation shall not
be engrafted on the appropriation bills, but the same may prescribe the
conditions on which the money may be drawn, and for what purposes
paid.

SECTION 70. Votes required for passage of revenue or
property assessment bills.

No revenue bill, or any bill providing for assessments of property for
taxation, shall become a law except by a vote of at least three-fifths of the
members of each house present and voting.

SECTION 71. Title of bill; committee recommendations.

Every bill introduced into the Legislature shall have a title, and the title
ought to indicate clearly the subject matter or matters of the proposed
legislation. Each committee to which a bill may be referred shall express, in
writing, its judgment of the sufficiency of the title of the bill, and this, too,
whether the recommendation be that the bill do pass or do not pass.

SECTION 72.  Approval or disapproval of bill by
Governor; veto override process.

Every Bill which shall pass both Houses shall be presented to the
Governor of the state. If he approve, he shall sign it; but if he does not
approve, he shall return it, with his objections, to the House in which it
originated, which shall enter the objections at large upon its Journal, and
proceed to reconsider it. If after such reconsideration two-thirds (2/3) of
that House shall agree to pass the Bill, it shall be sent, with the objections,
to the other House, by which, likewise, it shall be reconsidered; and if
approved by two-thirds (2/3) of that House, it shall become a law; but in
all such cases the votes of both Houses shall be determined by yeas and
nays, and the names of the persons voting for and against the Bill shall be
entered on the Journal of each House respectively. If any Bill shall not be
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LEGISLATIVE ART. 4, SEC. 76

returned by the Governor within five (5) days (Sundays excepted) after it
has been presented to him, it shall become a law in like manner as if he had
signed it, unless the Legislature, by adjournment, prevented its return, in
which case such Bill shall be a law unless the Governor shall veto it within
fifteen (15) days (Sundays excepted) after it is presented to him, and such
Bill shall be returned to the Legislature, with his objections, within three
(3) days after the beginning of the next session of the Legislature.

SOURCES: 1817 art IV § 15; 1832 art V § 15; 1869 art IV § 24; Laws, 1970,
ch. 562, eff June 19, 1970.

NOTE: The 1970 amendment to Section 72 of Article 4 of the
Constitution of 1890 was proposed by ch. 562 (House Concurrent
Resolution No. 14) of the 1970 regular session of the Legislature, and
upon ratification by the electorate on June 3, 1970, was inserted by a
proclamation of the Secretary of State on June 19, 1970, by virtue of the
authority vested in him by Section 273 of the Constitution.

SECTION 73.  Veto of parts of appropriations bill.

The Governor may veto parts of any appropriation bill, and approve parts
of the same, and the portions approved shall be law.

SECTION 74. Referral of bill to committee.

No bill shall become a law until it shall have been referred to a committee
of each House and returned therefrom with a recommendation in writing.

SECTION 75. Enforcement of laws of general nature.

No law of a general nature, unless therein otherwise provided, shall be
enforced until sixty days after its passage.

SOURCES: 1832 art VII § 6; 1869 art XII § 9.

SECTION 76. Viva voce vote.

In all elections by the Legislature the members shall vote viva voce, and
the vote shall be entered on the journals.
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ART. 4, SEC. 77 MISSISSIPPI CONSTITUTION

SECTION 77.  Writs of election to fill legislative vacancies.

The Governor shall issue writs of election to fill such vacancies as may
occur in either house of the legislature, and the persons thereupon chosen
shall hold their seats for the unexpired term.

INJUNCTIONS

SECTION 78. Salary deductions for neglect of official duty.

SECTION 79. Sale of delinquent tax lands; right of
redemption.

SECTION 80. Abuse of certain local government unit

powers.

SECTION 81. Obstruction of navigable waters; certain
construction projects authorized,

SECTION 82. Official bonds; fixing penalties.

SECTION 83. Fire safety in certain public places.

SECTION 84. Acquisition of land by nonresident aliens and
corporations.

SECTION 85. Working of public roads by contract or by
county prisoners.

SECTION 86. Care of insane and indigent sick.

SECTION 78. Salary deductions for neglect of official
duty.

It shall be the duty of the Legislature to regulate by law the cases in which
deductions shall be made from salaries of public officers for neglect of
official duty, and the amount of said deduction.

SOURCES: 1817 art VI § 14; 1832 art VII § 12; 1869 art XII § 10.

SECTION 79.  Sale of delinquent tax lands; right of
redemption.

The Legislature shall provide by law for the sale of all delinquent tax
lands. The courts shall apply the same liberal principles in favor of such
titles as in sale by execution. The right of redemption from all sales of real
estate, for the nonpayment of taxes or special assessments, of any and every
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LEGISLATIVE ART. 4, SEC. 81

character whatsoever, shall exist, on conditions to be prescribed by law, in
favor of owners and persons interested in such real estate, for a period of
not less than two years.

SOURCES: 1869 art XII § 8.

SECTION 80.  Abuse of certain local government unit
powers.

Provision shall be made by general laws to prevent the abuse by cities,
towns, and other municipal corporations of their powers of assessment,
taxation, borrowing money, and contracting debts.

SECTION 81. Obstruction of navigable waters; certain
construction projects authorized.

The Legislature shall never authorize the permanent obstruction of any
of the navigable waters of the State, but may provide for the removal of
such obstructions as now exist, whenever the public welfare demands.

This section shall not prevent the construction, under proper authority, of
drawbridges for railroads, or other roads, nor the construction of booms
and chutes for logs, nor the construction, operation and maintenance of
facilities incident to the exploration, production or transportation of oil,
gas or other minerals, nor the construction, operation and maintenance of
bridges and causeways in such manner as not to prevent the safe passage of
vessels or logs under regulations to be provided by law.

SOURCES: Laws, 1968, ch. 660, eff June 13, 1968.

NOTE: The 1968 amendment to Section 81 of Article 4 of the
Constitution of 1890 was proposed by ch. 660 (House Concurrent
Resolution No. 71) of the 1968 regular session of the Legislature, and
upon ratification by the electorate on June 4, 1968, was inserted by a
proclamation of the Secretary of State on June 13, 1968, by virtue of the
authority vested in him by Section 273 of the Constitution.
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ART. 4, SEC. 82 MISSISSIPPI CONSTITUTION

SECTION 82. Official bonds; fixing penalties.

The Legislature shall fix the amount of the penalty of all official bonds,
and may, as far as practicable, provide that the whole or a part of the
security required for the faithful discharge of official duty shall be made by
some guarantee company or companies.

SECTION 83. Fire safety in certain public places.

The Legislature shall enact laws to secure the safety of persons from fires
in hotels, theaters, and other public places of resort.

SECTION 84.  Acquisition of land by nonresident aliens
and corporations.

The Legislature shall enact laws to limit, restrict, or prevent the acquiring
and holding of land in this State by nonresident aliens, and may limit or
restrict the acquiring or holding of lands by corporations.

SECTION 85.  Working of public roads by contract or by
county prisoners.

The Legislature shall provide by general law for the working of public
roads by contract or by county prisoners, or both. Such law may be put
in operation only by a vote of the board of supervisors in those counties
where it may be desirable.

SECTION 86. Care of insane and indigent sick.

It shall be the duty of the Legislature to provide by law for the treatment
and care of the insane; and the Legislature may provide for the care of the
indigent sick in the hospitals in the State.

SOURCES: 1869 art XII § 27.
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LEGISLATIVE ART. 4, SEC. 89

LOCAL LEGISLATION

SECTION 87. Special or local laws.

SECTION 88. Content of general laws.

SECTION 89. Standing committee for local and private
legislation in each house.

SECTION 90. Matters provided for by general laws only.

SECTION 87. Special or local laws.

No special or local law shall be enacted for the benefit of individuals or
corporations, in cases which are or can be provided for by general law, or
where the relief sought can be given by any court of this State; nor shall the
operation of any general law be suspended by the Legislature for the benefit
of any individual or private corporation or association, and in all cases
where a general law can be made applicable, and would be advantageous,
no special law shall be enacted.

SECTION 88. Content of general laws.

The Legislature shall pass general laws, under which local and private
interest shall be provided for and protected, and under which cities and
towns may be chartered and their charters amended, and under which
corporations may be created, organized, and their acts of incorporation
altered; and all such laws shall be subject to repeal or amendment.

SECTION 89. Standing committee for local and private
legislation in each house.

There shall be appointed in each house of the Legislature a standing
committee on local and private legislation; the house committee to consist
of seven Representatives, and the Senate committee of five Senators. No
local or private bill shall be passed by either House until it shall have been
referred to said committee thereof, and shall have been reported back
with a recommendation in writing that it do pass, stating affirmatively
the reasons therefor, and why the end to be accomplished should
not be reached by a general law, or by a proceeding in court; or if the
recommendation of the committee be that the bill do not pass, then it
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ART. 4, SEC. 89 MISSISSIPPI CONSTITUTION

shall not pass the House to which it is so reported unless it be voted for by
a majority of all members elected thereto. If a bill is passed in conformity
to the requirements hereof, other than such as are prohibited in the next
section, the courts shall not, because of its local, special, or private nature,
refuse to enforce it.

SECTION 90. Matters provided for by general laws only.

The Legislature shall not pass local, private, or special laws in any of the
following enumerated cases, but such matters shall be provided for only by
general laws, viz.:

(a) Granting divorces;

(b) Changing the names of persons, places, or corporations;
(c) Providing for changes of venue in civil and criminal cases;
(d) Regulating the rate of interest on money;

(e) Concerning the settlement or administration of any estate, or the
sale or mortgage of any property, of any infant, or of a person of
unsound mind, or of any deceased person;

(f) The removal of the disability of infancy;

(g) Granting to any person, corporation, or association the right to have
any ferry, bridge, road, or fish-trap;

(h) Exemption of property from taxation or from levy or sale;
(i) Providing for the adoption or legitimation of children;
(j) Changing the law of descent and distribution;

(k) Exempting any person from jury, road, or other civil duty
(and no person shall be exempted therefrom by force of any local or
private law);

(1) Laying out, opening, altering, and working roads and highways;

(m) Vacating any road or highway, town plat, street, alley, or public
grounds;

(n) Selecting, drawing, summoning, or empaneling grand or petit juries;

(o) Creating, increasing, or decreasing the fees, salary, or emoluments of
any public officer;

(p) Providing for the management or support of any private or common
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LEGISLATIVE

ARTICLE 4

school, incorporating the same, or granting such school any

privileges;

(q) Relating to stock laws, water-courses, and fences;

(r) Conferring the power to exercise the right of eminent domain, or
granting to any person, corporation, or association the right to lay
down railroad tracks or street-car tracks in any other manner than
that prescribed by general law;

(s) Regulating the practice in courts of justice;

(t) Providing for the creation of districts for the election of justices of
the peace and constables; and

(u) Granting any lands under control of the state to any person or

corporation.

SOURCES: 1817 art VI § 7; 1832 art VII § 15; 1869 art IV § 22.

SECTION 91.
SECTION 92.
SECTION 93.
SECTION 9%4.
SECTION 95.

SECTION 96.

SECTION 97.

SECTION 98.
SECTION 99.
SECTION 100.

SECTION 101.

PROHIBITIONS

Uniform application of charges and fees.
Salary of deceased officer.

Retirement of officer on pay.

Disability on account of coverture abolished.

Donation or sale of state lands; railroad
easements.

Extra compensation and unauthorized
payments prohibited.

Revival of action barred by limitations
prohibited.

Repealed.
Election of officers by Legislature.

Release of obligation or liability owed to State
or political subdivision.

Seat of state government.
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ART. 4, SEC. 91 MISSISSIPPI CONSTITUTION

SECTION 91. Uniform application of charges and fees.

The Legislature shall not enact any law for one or more counties, not
applicable to all the counties in the state, increasing the uniform charge
for the registration of deeds, or regulating costs and charges and fees of
officers.

SECTION 92. Salary of deceased officer.

The Legislature shall not authorize payment to any person of the salary of
a deceased officer beyond the date of his death.

SECTION 93. Retirement of officer on pay.

The Legislature shall not retire any officer on pay, or part pay, or make
any grant to such retiring officer.

SECTION 94. Disability on account of coverture
abolished.

The Legislature shall never create by law any distinction between the
rights of men and women to acquire, own, enjoy, and dispose of property
of all kinds, or their power to contract in reference thereto. Married
women are hereby fully emancipated from all disability on account of
coverture. But this shall not prevent the Legislature from regulating
contracts between husband and wife; nor shall the Legislature be prevented
from regulating the sale of homesteads.

SOURCES: 1869 art 1§ 16.

SECTION 95. Donation or sale of state lands; railroad
easements.

Lands belonging to, or under the control of the State, shall never be
donated directly or indirectly, to private corporations or individuals,
or to railroad companies. Nor shall such land be sold to corporations
or associations for a less price than that for which it is subject to sale
to individuals. This, however, shall not prevent the Legislature from
granting a right of way, not exceeding one hundred feet in width, as a mere
easement, to railroads across state land, and the Legislature shall never
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dispose of the land covered by said right of way so long as such easement

exists.

SECTION 96. Extra compensation and unauthorized
payments prohibited.

The Legislature shall never grant extra compensation, fee, or allowance,
to any public officer, agent, servant, or contractor, after service rendered
or contract made, nor authorize payment, or part payment, of any claim
under any contract not authorized by law; but appropriations may be
made for expenditures in repelling invasion, preventing or suppressing
insurrections.

SECTION 97.  Revival of action barred by limitations
prohibited.

The Legislature shall have no power to revive any remedy which may
have become barred by lapse of time, or by any statute of limitation of this
state.

SECTION 98. Repealed.

Repealed by Laws, 1992, ch. 713, eff December 8, 1992. [1869 art XII §
15]

NOTE: Former Section 98 read as follows:

“Section 98. No lottery shall ever be allowed, or be advertised by
newspapers, or otherwise, or its tickets be sold in this state; and the
Legislature shall provide by law for the enforcement of this provision; nor
shall any lottery heretofore authorized be permitted to be drawn or its
tickets sold.”

The repeal of Section 98 of Article 4 of the Mississippi Constitution of
1890 was proposed by Laws, 1992, ch. 713 (Senate Concurrent Resolution
No. 512), and upon ratification by the electorate on November 3, 1992, was
deleted from the Constitution by proclamation by the Secretary of State on
December 8, 1992.

SECTION 99. Election of officers by Legislature.

The Legislature shall not elect any other than its own officers and State
Librarian.
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SECTION 100.

MISSISSIPPI CONSTITUTION

Release of obligation or liability owed to
State or political subdivision.

No obligation or liability of any person, association, or corporation held
or owned by this state, or levee board, or any county, city, or town thereof,
shall ever be remitted, released or postponed, or in any way diminished
by the Legislature, nor shall such liability or obligation be extinguished
except by payment thereof into the proper treasury; nor shall such liability
or obligation be exchanged or transferred except upon payment of its
face value; but this shall not be construed to prevent the Legislature from
providing by general law for the compromise of doubtful claims.

SECTION 101.

Seat of state government.

The seat of government of the state shall be at the city of Jackson, and
shall not be removed or relocated without the assent of a majority of the

electors of the state.

SECTION 102.
SECTION 103.

SECTION 104.

SECTION 105.
SECTION 106.
SECTION 107.

SECTION 108.
SECTION 109.
SECTION 110.
SECTION 111.
SECTION 112.
SECTION 113.

MISCELLANEOUS

Elections for State and county officers.

Filling public officer vacancies; compensation
and powers of officers.

Statutes of limitation not to run against State
and political subdivisions.

Repealed.
State librarian.

Bidding and other requirements for certain
contracts.

Termination of duties pertaining to office.
Interest of public officer in contracts.
Rights of way for private roads.

Sale of land by decree or execution.

Equal taxation; property tax assessments.

Auditor’s statement of money expended at
session.
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SECTION 114. Election returns.

SECTION 115. Fiscal year; report of transactions; bonded
indebtedness limitation.

SECTION 102. Flections for State and county officers.

All general elections for State and county officers shall commence and
be holden every four years, on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in
November, until altered by the law; and the electors, in all cases except
in cases of treason, felony, and breach of peace, shall be privileged from
arrest during their attendance at elections and in going to and returning
therefrom.

SOURCES: 1869 art IV § 7.

SECTION 103. Filling public officer vacancies;
compensation and powers of officers.

In all cases, not otherwise provided for in this constitution, the
Legislature may determine the mode of filling all vacancies, in all offices,
and in cases of emergency provisional appointments may be made by
the Governor, to continue until the vacancy is regularly filled; and the
Legislature shall provide suitable compensation for all officers, and shall
define their respective powers.

SOURCES: 1832 art V § 13; 1869 art XII § 7.

SECTION 104.  Statutes of limitation not to run against
State and political subdivisions.

Statutes of limitation in civil causes shall not run against the State, or any
subdivision or municipal corporation thereof.

SECTION 105. Repealed.

Repealed by Laws, 1977, ch. 586, eft December 22, 1978. [1869, art IV §
33]
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NOTE: Former Section 105 provided for the decennial enumeration of
inhabitants and qualified electors in the state.
An amendment eliminating the foregoing section was submitted to the
people by the legislature at the session of 1894, see Laws, 1894, ch. 43; an
election was held in November, 1894, and seems to have resulted in favor
of the elimination of the section, but no action was taken by the legislature
after the election.

The repeal of Section 105 of Article 4 of the Constitution of 1890 was
proposed by Laws, 1977, ch. 586 (Senate Concurrent Resolution No.
555) and upon ratification by the electorate on November 7, 1978, was
deleted from the Constitution by proclamation of the Secretary of State on
December 22, 1978.

SECTION 106. State librarian.

There shall be a State Librarian, to be chosen by the Legislature, on
joint vote of the two (2) houses, to serve four (4) years, whose duties and
compensation shall be prescribed by law.

SOURCES: Laws, 1977, ch. 591, eff December 22, 1978.

NOTE: The 1977 amendment to Section 106 of Article 4 of the
Constitution of 1890 was proposed by Laws, 1977, ch. 591, being Senate
Concurrent Resolution No. 587 of the 1977 regular session of the
Legislature, and upon ratification by the electorate on November 7, 1978,
was inserted by proclamation of the Secretary of State on December 22,
1978.

SECTION 107. Bidding and other requirements for
certain contracts.

All stationery, printing, paper, and fuel, used by the Legislature, and
other departments of the government, shall be furnished, and the printing
and binding of the laws, journals, department reports, and other printing
and binding, and the repairing and furnishing the halls and rooms used
for the meeting of the Legislature and its committees, shall be performed
under contract, to be given to the lowest responsible bidder, below such
maximum and under such regulations as may be prescribed by law. No
member of the Legislature or officer of any department shall be in any way
interested in such contract, and all such contracts shall be subject to the
approval of the Governor and State Treasurer.
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SECTION 108. Termination of duties pertaining to office.

Whenever the Legislature shall take away the duties pertaining to any
office, then the salary of the officer shall cease.

SECTION 109. Interest of public officer in contracts.

No public officer or member of the Legislature shall be interested, directly
or indirectly, in any contract with the State, or any district, county, city, or
town thereof, authorized by any law passed or order made by any board of
which he may be or may have been a member, during the term for which
he shall have been chosen, or within one year after the expiration of such
term.

NOTE: Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 548, enacted as ch. 655,
Laws, 1984, adopted by the Senate on April 26, 1984, and by the House of
Representatives on April 25, 1984, proposed to amend Section 109 of the
Mississippi Constitution of 1890. The proposed amendment was submitted
to the electorate on November 6, 1984, but was rejected.

Laws, 1986, ch. 526 (HCR No. 63), proposed to amend Section 109,
Mississippi Constitution of 1890. The electorate, however, rejected the
proposed amendment on June 3, 1986.

SECTION 110. Rights of way for private roads.

The Legislature may provide, by general law, for condemning rights
of way for private roads, where necessary for ingress and egress by the
party applying, on due compensation being first made to the owner of the
property; but such rights of way shall not be provided for in incorporated
cities and towns.

SECTION 111.  Sale of land by decree or execution.

All lands comprising a single tract sold in pursuance of decree of court,
or execution, shall be first offered in subdivisions not exceeding one
hundred and sixty acres, or one-quarter section, and then offered as an
entirety, and the price bid for the latter shall control only when it shall
exceed the aggregate of the bids for the same in subdivisions as aforesaid;

but the chancery court, in cases before it, may decree otherwise if deemed
advisable to do so.

SOURCES: 1869 art XII § 18.
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SECTION 112.  Equal taxation; property tax assessments.

Taxation shall be uniform and equal throughout the State. All property
not exempt from ad valorem taxation shall be taxed at its assessed value.
Property shall be assessed for taxes under general laws, and by uniform
rules, and in proportion to its true value according to the classes defined
herein. The Legislature may, by general laws, exempt particular species of
property from taxation, in whole or in part.

The Legislature shall provide, by general laws, the method by which the
true value of taxable property shall be ascertained; provided, however, in
arriving at the true value of Class I and Class II property, the appraisal shall
be made according to current use, regardless of location. The Legislature
may provide for a special mode of valuation and assessment for railroads,
and railroad and other corporate property, or for particular species of
property belonging to persons, corporations or associations not situated
wholly in one (1) county. All such property shall be assessed in proportion
to its value according to its class, and no county, or other taxing authority,
shall be denied the right to levy county and/or special taxes upon such
assessment as in other cases of property situated and assessed in the
county, except that the Legislature, by general law, may deny or limit a
county or other taxing authority the right to levy county and/or special
taxes on nuclear-powered electrical generating plants. In addition to or in
lieu of any such county and/or special taxes on nuclear-powered electrical
generating plants, the Legislature, by general law enacted by a majority vote
of the members of each house present and voting, may provide for a special
mode of valuation, assessment and levy upon nuclear-powered electrical
generating plants and provide for the distribution of the revenue derived
therefrom. The Legislature may provide a special mode of assessment,
fixing the taxable year, date of the tax lien, and method and date of
assessing and collecting taxes on all motor vehicles.

The assessed value of property shall be a percentage of its true value,
which shall be known as its assessment ratio. The assessment ratio on
each class of property as defined herein shall be uniform throughout the
state upon the same class of property, provided that the assessment ratio
of any one (1) class of property shall not be more than three (3) times the
assessment ratio on any other class of property. For purposes of assessment
for ad valorem taxes, taxable property shall be divided into five (5) classes
and shall be assessed at a percentage of its true value as follows:
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Class I. Single-family, owner-occupied, residential real property, at ten
percent (10%) of true value.

Class II. All other real property, except for real property included in
Class I or IV, at fifteen percent (15%) of true value.

Class III. Personal property, except for motor vehicles and for personal
property included in Class IV, at fifteen percent (15%) of true value.

Class IV. Public utility property, which is property owned or used by
public service corporations required by general laws to be appraised and
assessed by the state or the county, excluding railroad and airline property
and motor vehicles, at thirty percent (30%) of true value.

Class V. Motor vehicles, at thirty percent (30%) of true value.

The Legislature may, by general law, establish acreage limitations on Class
I property.

SOURCES: 1869 art XII § 20; Laws, 1956, ch. 438; Laws, 1958, ch. 610;
Laws, 1960, ch. 513; Laws, 1982, ch. 622; Laws, 1986, ch. 522, eff June 19,
1986.

NOTE: The 1960 amendment to Section 112 of the Constitution proposed
by Laws, 1960, ch. 513, was ratified by the electorate on Nov. 8, 1960, and
was inserted by Proclamation of the Secretary of State on Nov. 23, 1960, by
virtue of the authority vested in him by Section 273 of the Constitution, as
amended.

The 1986 amendment to Section 112 of the Constitution was proposed
by House Concurrent Resolution No. 41 (Laws, 1986, ch. 522) and was
submitted to the electorate on June 3, 1986 and ratified.

On June 16, 1986, the United States District Court for the Southern
District of Mississippi enjoined the State of Mississippi from approving,
implementing or administering the constitutional amendment until such
time that the conduct of the election had been approved by the Attorney
General of the United States.

By proclamation of the Secretary of State on June 19, 1986, the
amendment to Section 112 of the Constitution of 1890, was inserted in the
Constitution.

On July 7, 1986, the Attorney General of the United States approved the
conduct of the election for ratification of House Concurrent Resolution
No. 41 (Laws, 1986, ch. 522) amending Section 112 of the Mississippi
Constitution.

On July 10, 1986, the United States District Court for the Southern District
of Mississippi, Jackson, Mississippi (Eddie Burrell, et al. v. William A. Allain,
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Governor of Mississippi, et al, Civil Action No. ]86-0373(L)) lifted and
dissolved the injunction issued on June 16, 1986 without prejudice to any
right to relief the plaintiffs might establish upon further proceedings.

The source line for this section has been set out above to correct an error
appearing in the main volume.

SECTION 113.  Auditor’s statement of money expended at
session.

The auditor shall, within sixty days after the adjournment of the
Legislature, prepare and publish a full statement of all money expended
at such session, specifying the items and amount of each item, and to
whom, and for what paid; and he shall also publish the amounts of all
appropriations.

SECTION 114. Election returns.

Returns of all elections by the people shall be made to the Secretary of
State in such manner as shall be provided by law.

SOURCES: 1817 art VI § 18; 1832 art VII § 16; 1869 art XII § 19.

SECTION 115.  Fiscal year; report of transactions; bonded
indebtedness limitation.

The fiscal year of the State of Mississippi shall commence on the first day
of July and end on the thirtieth day of June of each year; and the Auditor
of Public Accounts and the Treasurer of the State shall compile, and have
published, a full and complete report, showing the transactions of their
respective offices on or before the thirty-first day of December of each year
for the preceding fiscal year.

Neither the State nor any of its direct agencies, excluding the political
subdivisions and other local districts, shall incur a bonded indebtedness in
excess of one and one half (1 1/2) times the sum of all the revenue collected
by it for all purposes during any one of the preceding four fiscal years,
whichever year might be higher.

SOURCES: 1817 art VI § 8; Laws, 1935, ch. 115; Laws, 1960, ch. 522, eff
November 23, 1960.
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EXECUTIVE

ARTICLE 5

NOTE: The 1960 amendment to Section 115 of the Constitution was
proposed by Laws, 1960, ch. 522, and, upon ratification by the electorate on
November 8, 1960, was inserted by proclamation of the Secretary of State
on November 23, 1960, by virtue of the authority vested in him by Section
273 of the Constitution, as amended.

This section, prior to its amendment in 1935, provided for a fiscal year
commencing on the first day of October, and ending on the thirtieth day of

September.

SECTION 116.
SECTION 117.
SECTION 118.
SECTION 119.
SECTION 120.

SECTION 121.

SECTION 122.

SECTION 123.
SECTION 124.

SECTION 125.

SECTION 126.
SECTION 127.
SECTION 128.
SECTION 129.

ARTICLE 5
EXECUTIVE

Governor; term of office. EXECUTIVE
Eligibility to serve as Governor.

Salary of Governor.
Commander-in-chief of military.

Report from officers of executive
department.

Convening of Legislature in extraordinary
session.

State of the government; recommending
measures.

Faithful execution of laws.

Reprieves and pardons.

Suspension of defaulting treasurers and tax
collectors.

Seal of state.
Commissions.
Lieutenant Governor; qualifications and term.

Lieutenant Governor as president of Senate.
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SECTION 130.
SECTION 131.
SECTION 132.
SECTION 133.
SECTION 134.
SECTION 135.
SECTION 136.
SECTION 137.
SECTION 138.
SECTION 139.

SECTION 140.
SECTION 141.
SECTION 142.
SECTION 143.

SECTION 116.

MISSISSIPPI CONSTITUTION

Salary of Lieutenant Governor.

Vacancy in office of Governor.

Contested election for Lieutenant Governor.
Secretary of State.

State Treasurer; Auditor of Public Accounts.
County officers.

Continuation in office.

Repealed.

Selection of county officers.

Removal and appointment of county and
municipal officers.

Election of Governor.
Repealed.
Repealed.
Repealed.

Governor; term of office.

The chief executive power of this State shall be vested in a Governor, who
shall hold his office for four (4) years. Any person elected to the office of
Governor shall be eligible to succeed himself in office. However, no person
shall be elected to the office of Governor more than twice, and no person
who has held the office of Governor or has acted as Governor for more
than two (2) years of a term to which another person was elected shall be
elected to the office of Governor more than once.

SOURCES: 1817 art IV § 1; 1832 art V§ 1; 1869 art V § 1; Laws, 1986, ch.
575, eff November 20, 1986.

NOTE: The 1986 amendment to Section 116 of Article 5 of the
Mississippi Constitution of 1890 was proposed by Laws, 1986, ch. 515
(House Concurrent Resolution No. 5), and upon ratification by the
electorate on November 4, 1986, was inserted as part of the Constitution by
proclamation of the Secretary of State on November 20, 1986.
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SECTION 117.  Eligibility to serve as Governor.

The Governor shall be at least thirty years of age, and shall have been a
citizen of the United States twenty years, and shall have resided in this State
five years next preceding the day of his election.

SOURCES: 1817 artIV § 3; 1832 art V § 3; 1869 art V § 3.

SECTION 118.  Salary of Governor.

The Governor shall receive for his services such compensation as may be
fixed by law, which shall neither be increased nor diminished during his
term of office.

SOURCES: 1817 art IV § 4; 1832 art V § 4; 1869 art V § 4.

SECTION 119. Commander-in-chief of military.

The Governor shall be Commander-in-Chief of the army and navy of the
State, and of the militia, except when they shall be called into the service of
the United States.

SOURCES: 1817 art IV § 5; 1832 art V § 5; 1869 art V § 5.

SECTION 120. Report from officers of executive
department.

The Governor may require information in writing from the officers in the
executive departments of the State on any subject relating to the duties of
their respective offices.

SOURCES: 1817 art IV § 6; 1832 art V § 6; 1869 art V § 6.
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SECTION 121. Convening of Legislature in extraordinary
session.

The Governor shall have power to convene the Legislature in
extraordinary session whenever, in his judgment, the public interest
requires it. Should the Governor deem it necessary to convene the
Legislature he shall do so by public proclamation, in which he shall state
the subjects and matters to be considered by the Legislature, when so
convened; and the Legislature, when so convened as aforesaid, shall have
no power to consider or act upon subjects or matters other than those
designated in the proclamation of the Governor by which the session is
called, except impeachments and examination into the accounts of state
officers. The Legislature, when so convened, may also act on and consider
such other matters as the Governor may in writing submit to them while
in session. The Governor may convene the Legislature at the seat of
government, or at a different place if that shall become dangerous from
an enemy or from disease; and in case of a disagreement between the two
Houses with respect to time of adjournment, adjourn them to such time as
he shall think proper, not beyond the day of the next stated meeting of the
Legislature.

SOURCES: 1817 artIV § 7; 1832 art V§ 7; 1869 art V § 7.

SECTION 122. State of the government; recommending
measures.

The Governor shall, from time to time, give the Legislature information
of the state of the government, and recommend for consideration such
measures as may be deemed necessary and expedient.

SOURCES: 1817 art IV § 8; 1832 art V § 8; 1869 art V § 8.

SECTION 123. Faithful execution of laws.

The Governor shall see that the laws are faithfully executed.

SOURCES: 1817 art IV § 9; 1832 art V § 9; 1869 art V § 9.
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SECTION 124. Reprieves and pardons.

In all criminal and penal cases, excepting those of treason and
impeachment, the Governor shall have power to grant reprieves and
pardons, to remit fines, and in cases of forfeiture, to stay the collection
until the end of the next session of the Legislature, and by and with the
consent of the senate to remit forfeitures. In cases of treason he shall have
power to grant reprieves, and by and with consent of the senate, but may
respite the sentence until the end of the next session of the Legislature; but
no pardon shall be granted before conviction; and in cases of felony, after
conviction no pardon shall be granted until the applicant therefor shall
have published for thirty days, in some newspaper in the county where the
crime was committed, and in case there be no newspaper published in said
county, then in an adjoining county, his petition for pardon, setting forth
therein the reasons why such pardon should be granted.

SOURCES: 1832 art V § 10; 1869 art V § 10.

SECTION 125.  Suspension of defaulting treasurers and
tax collectors.

The Governor shall have the power, and it is hereby made his duty, to
suspend alleged defaulting state and county treasurers, and defaulting
tax-collectors, pending the investigation of their respective accounts, and
to make temporary appointments of proper persons to fill the offices while
such investigations are being made; and the Legislature shall provide for
the enforcement of this provision by appropriate legislation.

SECTION 126. Seal of state.

There shall be a seal of the state kept by the Governor, and used by him
officially, and be called the great seal of the State of Mississippi.

SOURCES: 1817 art IV § 12; 1832 art V § 12; 1869 art V § 11.

SECTION 127. Commissions.

All commissions shall be in the name and by the authority of the State of
Mississippi, be sealed with the great seal of the state, and be signed by the
Governor, and attested by the Secretary of State.

SOURCES: 1817 art IV § 1151832 art V§ 11; 1869 art V § 12.
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SECTION 128. Lieutenant Governor; qualifications and
term.

There shall be a Lieutenant Governor who shall be elected at the same
time, in the same manner, and for the same term, and who shall possess
the same qualifications as required of the Governor. Any person elected
to the office of Lieutenant Governor shall be eligible to succeed himself
in office, but no person who has been elected to the office of Lieutenant
Governor for two successive terms shall be eligible to hold that office until
one term has intervened.

SOURCES: 1817 art IV § 18; 1869 art V § 14; Laws, 1992, ch. 719, eff
December 8, 1992.

SECTION 129. Lieutenant Governor as president of
Senate.

The Lieutenant Governor shall, by virtue of his office, be president of the
Senate. In committee of the whole he may debate all questions, and where
there is an equal division in the senate, or on a joint vote of both houses, he
shall give the casting vote.

SOURCES: 1817 art IV § 19; 1869 art V § 16.

SECTION 130. Salary of Lieutenant Governor.

The Lieutenant Governor shall receive for his services the same
compensation as the speaker of the House of Representatives.

SOURCES: 1869 art V § 16.

SECTION 131.  Vacancy in office of Governor.

When the office of Governor shall become vacant, by death or otherwise,
the Lieutenant Governor shall possess the powers and discharge the duties
of the office. When the Governor shall be absent from the State, or unable,
from protracted illness, to perform the duties of the office, the Lieutenant
Governor shall discharge the duties of said office until the Governor
be able to resume his duties; but if, from disability or otherwise, the
Lieutenant Governor shall be incapable of performing said duties, or if he
be absent from the State, the President of the Senate Pro Tempore shall
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act in his stead; but if there be no such President, or if he be disqualified by
like disability, or be absent from the state, then the Speaker of the House
of Representatives shall assume the office of Governor and perform the
duties; and in case of the inability of the foregoing officers to discharge

the duties of Governor, the Secretary of State shall convene the Senate

to elect a President Pro Tempore. The officer discharging the duties of
Governor shall receive as compensation while performing such duties,

the compensation to which he is regularly entitled by law for service in
the position to which he was elected and, in addition thereto, an amount
equal to the difference between such regular compensation and the
compensation of the Governor. Should a doubt arise as to whether a
vacancy has occurred in the office of Governor or as to whether any one
of the disabilities mentioned in this section exists or shall have ended,
then the Secretary of State shall submit the question in doubt to the judges
of the Supreme Court, who, or a majority of whom, shall investigate and
determine the question and shall furnish to the Secretary of State an
opinion, in writing, determining the question submitted to them, which
opinion, when rendered as aforesaid, shall be final and conclusive.

SOURCES: 1817 art IV §§ 20, 21,22; 1832 art V§§ 17, 18; 1869 art V § 17;
Laws, 1992, ch. 721, eff December 8, 1992.

NOTE: The 1992 amendment of Section 131 in Article 5 of the
Mississippi Constitution of 1890, was proposed by Laws, 1992, ch. 721
(Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 527), and upon ratification by the
electorate on November 3, 1992, was inserted as part of the Constitution by
proclamation of the Secretary of State on December 8, 1992.

SECTION 132. Contested election for Lieutenant
Governor.

In case the election for Lieutenant Governor shall be contested, the
contest shall be tried and determined in the same manner as a contest for
the office of Governor.

SOURCES: 1869 art V § 18.
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SECTION 133.  Secretary of State.

There shall be a Secretary of State, who shall be elected as herein
provided. He shall be at least twenty-five years of age, a citizen of the state
five years next preceding the day of his election, and he shall continue
in office during the term of four years, and shall be keeper of the capitol;
he shall keep a correct register of all official acts and proceedings of the
Governor; and shall, when required, lay the same, and all papers, minutes,
and vouchers relative thereto, before the Legislature, and he shall perform
such other duties as may be required of him by law. He shall receive such
compensation as shall be prescribed.

SOURCES: 1817 art IV § 14; 1832 art V § 14; 1869 art V § 19.

SECTION 134. State Treasurer; Auditor of Public
Accounts.

A State Treasurer and an Auditor of Public Accounts shall be elected as
herein provided, who shall hold their office for the term of four (4) years,
and shall possess the same qualifications as required for the Secretary of
State. They shall receive such compensation as may be provided by law.

SOURCES: 1817 art IV § 25; 1832 art V § 20; 1869 art V § 20; Laws, 1966,
ch. 692; Laws, 1986, ch. 634, eff November 20, 1986.

NOTE: The 1966 amendment to Section 134 of the Constitution by
Laws, 1966, ch. 692, which eliminated the prohibition against the treasurer
and the auditor of public accounts immediately succeeding each other
in office, and the prohibition against the auditor of public accounts
immediately succeeding himself in that office, was proposed by House
Concurrent Resolution No. 38, adopted at the 1966 regular session of the
Legislature, and upon ratification by the electorate on November 8, 1966,
was inserted by proclamation of the Secretary of State on November
23, 1966, by virtue of the authority vested in him by Section 273 of the
Constitution, as amended.

The 1986 amendment to Section 134 of Article 5 of the Mississippi
Constitution of 1890 was proposed by ch. 634, Laws, 1986 (Senate
Concurrent Resolution No. 513), and upon ratification by the electorate
on November 4, 1986, was inserted as part of the Constitution by
proclamation of the Secretary of State on November 20, 1986.
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SECTION 135.  County officers.

Effective January 1, 1964, there shall be a sheriff, coroner, assessor, tax
collector and surveyor for each county to be selected as elsewhere provided
herein, who shall hold their office for four years and who shall be eligible
to immediately succeed themselves in office, provided, however, if the
offices of sherift and tax collector are combined the holder thereof shall
not be eligible to immediately succeed himself in office. The Legislature
may combine any one or more of said offices in any county or counties
and shall fix their compensation. The duties heretofore imposed on the
county treasurer shall be discharged by some person or persons selected as
required by law.

SOURCES: 1869 art V § 21; Laws, 1924, ch. 142; Laws, 1962, ch. 683, eff
June 22, 1962.

NOTE: The 1962 amendment to Section 135 of the Constitution was
proposed by ch. 683 (Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 109) of the 1962
Regular Session of the Legislature, and, upon ratification by the electorate
on June 5, 1962, was inserted by proclamation of the Secretary of State on
June 22, 1962, by virtue of the authority vested in him by Section 273 of the
Constitution.

SECTION 136. Continuation in office.

All officers named in this article shall hold their offices during the term
for which they were selected, unless removed, and until their successors
shall be duly qualified to enter on the discharge of their respective duties.

SOURCES: 1869 art V § 22.

SECTION 137. Repealed.

Repealed by Laws, 1990, ch. 695, eft December 19, 1990.

NOTE: Former Section 137 required that the State Treasurer publish
in a newspaper located at the seat of government, within ten days of the
first of January and July of each year, a statement of the condition of the
treasury including the balance on hand and information concerning
the nature of the funds. The former section also required verification by
inspection and certification of the count by the Governor.
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The 1990 repeal of Section 137 of Article 5 of the Mississippi Constitution of
1890, was proposed by Laws, 1990, ch. 695 (Senate Concurrent Resolution
No. 562), and upon ratification by the electorate on November 6, 1990, was
deleted from the Constitution by proclamation of the Secretary of State on
December 19, 1990.

SECTION 138.  Selection of county officers.

The sheriff, coroner, assessor, surveyor, clerks of courts, and members
of the board of supervisors of the several counties, and all other officers
exercising local jurisdiction therein, shall be selected in the manner
provided by law for each county.

SOURCES: 1817 art IV § 24; 1832 art V § 19.

SECTION 139. Removal and appointment of county and
municipal officers.

The Legislature may empower the Governor to remove and appoint
officers, in any county or counties or municipal corporations, under such
regulations as may be prescribed by law.

SECTION 140. Election of Governor.

The Governor of the state and all statewide elected officials shall be
elected by the people in a general election to be held: on the first Tuesday
after the first Monday of November 2023, and on the first Tuesday after
the first Monday of November in every fourth year thereafter. The person
receiving a majority of the number of votes cast in the election for these
offices shall be declared elected. If no person receives a majority of the
votes, then a runoft election shall be held under procedures prescribed by
the Legislature in general law.

SOURCES: 1817 art IV § 2; 1832 art V § 2; 1869 art V § 2; Laws, 1982, ch.
621, eff January 28, 1983; Laws, 2020, ch. 2021, § I, eff March 29, 2021.

NOTE: The 2020 amendment to Section 140 of the Constitution was
proposed by Chapter 2021, Laws of 2020 (House Concurrent Resolution No
47), and upon ratification by the electorate on November 3, 2020, was in-
serted as part of the Constitution by proclamation of the Secretary of State
on March 29, 2021.
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The 2020 amendment rewrote the section to remove the requirement that a
candidate for governor or statewide elected office receive the most votes in a
majority of the state’s House districts (the electoral vote requirement).

SECTION 141. Repealed.

Repealed by Laws of 2020, ch. 2021, § II, eff March 29, 2021.

NOTE: The repeal of Section 141 of the Constitution was proposed by
Chapter 2021, Laws of 2020 (House Concurrent Resolution No 47), and
upon ratification by the electorate on November 3, 2020, was deleted from
the Constitution by proclamation of the Secretary of State on March 29,
2021.

Former § 141 required the House of Representatives to choose a governor
from the two candidates who received the highest number of popular votes
in the absence of electoral and popular vote majorities.

SECTION 142. Repealed.

Repealed by Laws of 2020, ch. 2021, § III, eff March 29, 2021.

NOTE: The repeal of Section 142 of the Constitution was proposed by
Chapter 2021, Laws of 2020 (House Concurrent Resolution No 47), and
upon ratification by the electorate on November 3, 2020, was deleted from
the Constitution by proclamation of the Secretary of State on March 29,
2021.

Former § 142 prohibited Legislators from receiving certain appointments
from the Governor or any state officer if the Governor or state officer had
been elected by the House of Representatives.

SECTION 143. Repealed.

Repealed by Laws of 2020, ch. 2021, § IV, eft March 29, 2021.

NOTE: The repeal of Section 143 of the Constitution was proposed by
Chapter 2021, Laws of 2020 (House Concurrent Resolution No 47), and
upon ratification by the electorate on November 3, 2020, was deleted from
the Constitution by proclamation of the Secretary of State on March 29,
2021.

Former § 143 provided that all other state officers would be elected at the
same time, and in the same manner as provided for election of Governor.
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SECTION 144. Judicial power of state.

The judicial power of the State shall be vested in a Supreme Court and
such other courts as are provided for in this Constitution.

SOURCES: 1817 art V§ 1; 1832 art IV § 1; 1869 art VI § 1.

SECTION 145. Composition of Supreme Court.

The Supreme Court shall consist of three judges, any two of whom,
when convened, shall form a quorum. The Legislature shall divide the
state into three Supreme Court districts, and there shall be elected one
judge for and from each district by the qualified electors thereof at a time
and in the manner provided by law; but the removal of a judge to the
state capitol during his term of office shall not render him ineligible as his
own successor for the districts from which he has removed. The present
incumbents shall be considered as holding their terms of office from the
state at large. The adoption of this amendment shall not abridge the terms
of any of the present incumbents, but they shall continue to hold their

respective offices until the expiration of the terms for which they were
respectively appointed.

SOURCES: Laws, 1915, ch. 156.

SECTION 145A. Addition of judges to Supreme Court.

The Supreme Court shall consist of six judges, that is to say, of three
judges in addition to the three provided for by Section 145 of this
Constitution, any four of whom when convened shall form a quorum. The
additional judges herein provided for shall be selected one for and from
each of the Supreme Court districts in the manner provided by Section
145 of this Constitution, or any amendments thereto. Their terms of office
shall be as provided by Section 149 of this Constitution, or any amendment
thereto.

SOURCES: Laws, 1916, ch. 154.

SECTION 145B. Further addition of judges to Supreme
Court.

The Supreme Court shall consist of nine judges, that is to say, of three
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judges in addition to the six provided for by Section 145A of this Constitu-
tion, any five of whom when convened shall constitute a quorum. The ad-
ditional judges herein provided for shall be selected one for and from each
of the Supreme Court districts in the manner provided by Section 145A of
this Constitution or any amendment thereto. Their terms of office shall be
as provided by Section 149 of this Constitution or any amendment thereto.

SOURCES: Laws, 1950, ch. 592; Laws, 1952, ch. 468.

SECTION 146. Jurisdiction of Supreme Court.

The Supreme Court shall have such jurisdiction as properly belongs
to a court of appeals and shall exercise no jurisdiction on matters other
than those specifically provided by this Constitution or by general law.
The Legislature may by general law provide for the Supreme Court to
have original and appellate jurisdiction as to any appeal directly from an
administrative agency charged by law with the responsibility for approval
or disapproval of rates sought to be charged the public by any public utility.
The Supreme Court shall consider cases and proceedings for modification
of public utility rates in an expeditious manner regardless of their position
on the court docket.

SOURCES: 1832 art IV § 4; 1869 art VI § 4; Laws, 1983, ch. 682, eff Janu-
ary 3, 1984.

NOTE: The 1983 amendment to Section 146 of Article 6 of the
Constitution of 1890 was proposed by Senate Concurrent Resolution No.
514 (Laws, 1983, ch. 682) of the 1983 regular session of the Legislature
and, upon ratification by the electorate on November 8, 1983, was inserted
as a part of the Constitution by proclamation of the Secretary of State on
January 3, 1984.

SECTION 147. Reversal of judgment for want of
jurisdiction; remand.

No judgment or decree in any chancery or circuit court rendered
in a civil cause shall be reversed or annulled on the ground of want of
jurisdiction to render said judgment or decree, from any error or mistake
as to whether the cause in which it was rendered was of equity or common-
law jurisdiction; but if the Supreme Court shall find error in the
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proceedings other than as to jurisdiction, and it shall be necessary to
remand the case, the Supreme Court may remand it to that court which, in

its opinion, can best determine the controversy.

SECTION 148. Holding of Supreme Court at seat of
government.

The Supreme Court shall be held twice in each year at the seat of
government at such time as the Legislature may provide.

SOURCES: 1832 art IV § 7; 1869 art VI § 7.

SECTION 149. Term of office of Supreme Court judges.

The term of office of the judges of the Supreme Court shall be eight (8)
years. The Legislature shall provide as near as can be conveniently done
that the offices of not more than a majority of the judges of said court shall
become vacant at any one time; and if necessary for the accomplishment
of that purpose, it shall have power to provide that the terms of office of
some of the judges first to be elected shall expire in less than eight years.
The adoption of this amendment shall not abridge the terms of any of the
present incumbents of the office of judge of the Supreme Court; but they
shall continue to hold their respective offices until the expiration of the
terms for which they were respectively appointed.

SOURCES: 1869 art IV § 3; Laws, 1916, ch. 157.

SECTION 149A. Divisions of Supreme Court.

The Supreme Court shall have power, under such rules and regulations as
it may adopt, to sit in two divisions of three judges each, any two of whom
when convened shall form a quorum; each division shall have full power
to hear and adjudge all cases that may be assigned to it by the court. In
event the judges composing any division shall differ as to the judgment to
be rendered in any cause, or in event any judge of either division, within a
time and in a manner to be fixed by the rules to be adopted by the court,
shall certify that in his opinion any decision of any division of the court is
in conflict with any prior decision of the court or of any division thereof,
the cause shall then be considered and adjudged by the full court or a
quorum thereof.

SOURCES: Laws, 1916, ch. 152.
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SECTION 150. Eligibility requirements for Supreme Court
judges.

No personal shall be eligible to the office of judge of the Supreme Court
who shall not have attained the age of thirty years at the time of his
appointment, and who shall not have been a practicing attorney and a
citizen of the State for five years immediately preceding such appointment.

SOURCES: 1832 art IV § 6; 1869 art VI § 6.

SECTION 151. Repealed.

NOTE: This section was eliminated by an amendment adopted
November 3, 1914 (see Laws 1916, ch. 150). The number is retained to
prevent a change in the numbers of the sections. The original section
provided for filling vacancies on the Supreme Court under the appointive
system.

SECTION 152.  Circuit and chancery court districts.

The Legislature shall divide the State into an appropriate number of
circuit court districts and chancery court districts.

The Legislature shall, by statute, establish certain criteria by which the
number of judges in each district shall be determined, such criteria to be
based on population, the number of cases filed and other appropriate data.

Following the 1980 Federal Decennial Census and following each federal
decennial census thereafter, the Legislature shall redistrict the circuit and
chancery court districts. Should the Legislature fail to redistrict the circuit
or chancery court districts by December 31 of the fifth year following
the 1980 Federal Decennial Census or by December 31 of the fifth year
following any federal decennial census thereafter, the Supreme Court
shall, by order, redistrict such circuit or chancery court districts. Any
order by the Supreme Court which redistricts the circuit or chancery court
districts shall become effective at a date to be set therein and shall, without
alteration of the composition of the districts established in such order, be
enacted by the next succeeding session of the Legislature.

The circuit and chancery court districts established by the Legislature
prior to the approval of this amendment shall remain in force and effect
until such time as they are redistricted under the provisions of this
amendment.

SOURCES: 1832 art IV § 13; 1869 art VI § 13; Laws, 1981, ch. 708; Laws,
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SOURCES: 1832 art IV § 13; 1869 art VI § 13; Laws, 1981, ch. 708; Laws,
1992, ch. 720, eff December 8, 1992.

NOTE: The 1981 amendment to Section 152 of Article 6 of the
Constitution of 1890 was proposed by Laws, 1981, ch. 708 (House
Concurrent Resolution No. 23 of the 1981 regular session of the Legislature)
and, upon ratification by the electorate on November 2, 1982, was inserted
as a part of the Constitution by proclamation of the Secretary of State on
January 28, 1983.

The 1992 amendment of Section 152 in Article 6 of the Mississippi
Constitution of 1890, was proposed by Laws, 1992, ch. 720 (Senate
Concurrent Resolution No. 526), and upon ratification by the electorate
on November 3, 1992, was inserted as part of the Constitution by
proclamation of the Secretary of State on December 8, 1992.

SECTION 153.  Election and terms of circuit and chancery
court judges.

The judges of the circuit and chancery courts shall be elected by the
people in a manner and at a time to be provided by the legislature and the
judges shall hold their office for a term of four years.

SOURCES: 1869 art VI § 11; Laws, 1912, ch. 415.

SECTION 154.  Qualifications for circuit or chancery court
judges.

No person shall be eligible to the office of judge of the circuit court or
of the chancery court who shall not have been a practicing lawyer for five
years and who shall not have attained the age of twenty-six years, and who
shall not have been five years a citizen of this State.

SOURCES: 1832 art IV § 12; 1869 art VI § 12.

SECTION 155. Judicial oath of office.

The judges of the several courts of this state shall, before they proceed
to execute the duties of their respective offices, take the following oath or
affirmation, to-wit: “I, , solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will
administer justice without respect to persons, and do equal right to the
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poor and to the rich, and that I will faithfully and impartially discharge and
perform all the duties incumbent upon me as according to the
best of my ability and understanding, agreeably to the Constitution of the
United States and the Constitution and laws of the State of Mississippi. So

help me God”

SECTION 156. Jurisdiction of circuit court.

The circuit court shall have original jurisdiction in all matters civil and
criminal in this state not vested by this Constitution in some other court,
and such appellate jurisdiction as shall be prescribed by law.

SOURCES: 1832 art IV § 14; 1869 art VI § 14.

SECTION 157.  Exclusive jurisdiction of chancery court;
transfer.

All causes that may be brought in the circuit court whereof the chancery
court has exclusive jurisdiction shall be transferred to the chancery court.

SECTION 158. Holding of circuit court.

A circuit court shall be held in each county at least twice in each year,
and the judges of said courts may interchange circuits with each other in
such manner as may be provided by law.

SOURCES: 1832 art IV § 15; 1869 art VI § 15.

SECTION 159. Jurisdiction of chancery court.

The chancery court shall have full jurisdiction in the following matters
and cases, viz.:

(a) All matters in equity;

(b) Divorce and alimony;

(c) Matters testamentary and of administration;
(d) Minor’s business;

(e) Cases of idiocy, lunacy, and persons of unsound mind;

63



ART. 6, SEC. 159 MISSISSIPPI CONSTITUTION

(f) All cases of which the said court had jurisdiction under the laws in
force when this Constitution is put in operation.

SOURCES: 1832 third amendment; 1869 art VI § 16.

SECTION 160. Additional jurisdiction of chancery court.

And in addition to the jurisdiction heretofore exercised by the
chancery court in suits to try title and to cancel deeds and other clouds
upon title to real estate, it shall have jurisdiction in such cases to decree
possession, and to displace possession; to decree rents and compensation
for improvements and taxes; and in all cases where said court heretofore
exercised jurisdiction, auxiliary to courts of common law, it may exercise
such jurisdiction to grant the relief sought, although the legal remedy may
not have been exhausted or the legal title established by a suit at law.

SECTION 161.  Concurrent jurisdiction of chancery and
circuit court.

And the chancery court shall have jurisdiction, concurrent with the
circuit court, of suits on bonds of fiduciaries and public officers for failure
to account for money or property received, or wasted or lost by neglect
or failure to collect, and of suits involving inquiry into matters of mutual
accounts; but if the plaintift brings his suit in the circuit court, that court
may, on application of the defendant, transfer the cause to the chancery
court, if it appear that the accounts to be investigated are mutual and
complicated.

SECTION 162. Transfer to circuit court.

All causes that may be brought in the chancery court whereof the circuit
court has exclusive jurisdiction shall be transferred to the circuit court.

SECTION 163. Certification of transferred causes.

The Legislature shall provide by law for the due certification of all causes
that may be transferred to or from any chancery court or circuit court, for
such reformation of the pleadings therein as may be necessary, and the
adjudication of the costs of such transfer.
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SECTION 164. Holding of chancery court.

A chancery court shall be held in each county at least twice in each year.

SOURCES: 1869 art VI § 17 and third amendment.

SECTION 165. Disqualification of judges.

No judge of any court shall preside on the trial of any cause, where
the parties or either of them, shall be connected with him by affinity
or consanguinity, or where he may be interested in the same, except by
the consent of the judge and of the parties. Whenever any judge of the
Supreme Court or the judge or chancellor of any district in this State shall,
for any reason, be unable or disqualified to preside at any term of court,
or in any case where the attorneys engaged therein shall not agree upon a
member of the bar to preside in his place, the Governor may commission
another, or others, of law knowledge, to preside at such term or during
such disability or disqualification in the place of the judge or judges so
disqualified.

SOURCES: 1832 art IV § 9; Laws, 1916, ch. 155.

SECTION 166. Compensation of judges.

The judges of the Supreme Court, of the circuit courts, and the
chancellors shall receive for their services a compensation to be fixed by
law, which shall not be increased or diminished during their continuance
in office.

SOURCES: 1832 art IV § 10; 1869 art VI §§ 10, 15.

SECTION 167. Civil officers as conservators of peace.

All civil officers shall be conservators of the peace, and shall be by law
vested with ample power as such.

SOURCES: 1817 art V § 12; 1832 art IV § 22; 1869 art VI § 22.
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SECTION 168. Clerks of court.

The clerk of the Supreme Court shall be appointed by the Supreme Court
in the manner and for a term as shall be provided by the Legislature, and
the clerk of the circuit court and the clerk of the chancery court shall be
selected in each county in the manner provided by law, and shall hold
office for the term of four (4) years, and the Legislature shall provide by law
what duties shall be performed during vacation by the clerks of the circuit
and chancery courts, subject to the approval of the court.

SOURCES: 1869 art VI § 19; Laws, 1976, ch. 616, eff December 8, 1976.

NOTE: The 1976 amendment to Section 168 of Article 6 of the
Constitution of 1890 was proposed by Laws, 1976, ch. 616, being Senate
Concurrent Resolution No. 548, and upon ratification by the electorate on
November 2, 1976, was inserted by proclamation of the Secretary of State
on December 8, 1976.

SECTION 169.  Style of process.

The style of all process shall be “The State of Mississippi,” and all
prosecutions shall be carried on in the name and by authority of the “State
of Mississippi,” and all indictments shall conclude “against the peace and
dignity of the state”

SOURCES: 1817 art V § 13; 1832 art IV § 17; 1869 art VI § 18.

SECTION 170.  County districts; board of supervisors.

Each county shall be divided into five districts, a resident freeholder of
each district shall be selected, in the manner prescribed by law, and the
five so chosen shall constitute the board of supervisors of the county, a
majority of whom may transact business. The board of supervisors shall
have full jurisdiction over roads, ferries, and bridges, to be exercised in
accordance with such regulations as the legislature may prescribe, and
perform such other duties as may be required by law; provided, however,
that the Legislature may have the power to designate certain highways
as “state highways,” and place such Commission, for construction and
maintenance. The clerk of the chancery court shall be the clerk of the board
of supervisors.
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SOURCES: 1832 art IV § 20 and second amendment; 1869 art VI § 20;
Laws, 1924, ch. 143.

NOTE: House Concurrent Resolution 75, Part I, enacted as Laws, 1990,
ch. 592, adopted by the House of Representatives and the Senate on March
28, 1990, proposed to amend Section 170 of Article 6 of the Mississippi
Constitution of 1890. The proposed amendment was submitted to the
electorate on November 6, 1990, but was rejected.

SECTION 171.  Justice court judges; jurisdiction.

A competent number of justice court judges and constables shall be
chosen in each county in the manner provided by law, but not less than two
(2) such judges in any county, who shall hold their office for the term of
four (4) years. Each justice court judge shall have resided two (2) years in
the county next preceding his selection and shall be high school graduate
or have a general equivalency diploma unless he shall have served as a
justice of the peace or been elected to the office of justice of the peace prior
to January 1, 1976. All persons elected to the office of justice of the peace in
November, 1975, shall take office in January, 1976, as justice court judges.

The maximum civil jurisdiction of the justice court shall extend to causes
in which the principal amount in controversy is Five Hundred Dollars
($500.00) or such higher amount as may be prescribed by law. The justice
court shall have jurisdiction concurrent with the circuit court over all
crimes whereof the punishment prescribed does not extend beyond a fine
and imprisonment in the county jail; but the Legislature may confer on
the justice court exclusive jurisdiction in such petty misdemeanors as the
Legislature shall see proper.

In all causes tried in justice court, the right of appeal shall be secured
under such rules and regulations as shall be prescribed by law, and no
justice court judge shall preside at the trial of any cause where he may be
interested, or the parties or either of them shall be connected with him by
affinity or consanguinity, except by the consent of the justice court judge
and of the parties.

All reference in the Mississippi Code to justice of the peace shall mean
justice court judge.

SOURCES: 1817 art V § 8; 1832 art IV § 23; 1869 art VI § 23; Laws, 1975,
ch. 518, eff December 8, 1975.
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NOTE: The 1975 amendment to Section 171 of Article 6 of the
Constitution of 1890 was proposed by Laws, 1975, ch. 518 (House
Concurrent Resolution No. 11), and upon ratification by the electorate on
November 4, 1975, was inserted by proclamation of the Secretary of State
on December 8, 1975.

SECTION 172. Establishment and abolishment of inferior
courts.

The Legislature shall, from time to time, establish such other inferior
courts as may be necessary, and abolish the same whenever deemed
expedient.

SOURCES: 1832 art IV § 24; 1869 art VI § 24.

SECTION 172A. Court order for tax levy or tax increase
prohibited.

Neither the Supreme Court nor any inferior court of this State shall have
the power to instruct or order the State or any political subdivision thereof,
or an official of the State or a political subdivision, to levy or increase taxes.

SOURCES: Laws, 1995, ch. 635, eff December 5, 1995.

NOTE: The addition of Section 172A of Article 6 of the Constitution of
1890 was proposed by Laws, 1995, ch. 635 (House Concurrent Resolution
No. 40), and upon ratification by the electorate on November 7, 1995, was
inserted by proclamation of the Secretary of State on December 5, 1995.

SECTION 173.  Attorney General.

There shall be an Attorney General elected at the same time and in the
same manner as the Governor is elected, whose term of office shall be four
years and whose compensation shall be fixed by law. The qualifications for
the Attorney General shall be the same as herein prescribed for judges of
the circuit and chancery courts.

SOURCES: 1817 art V' § 14; 1832 art IV § 25; 1869 art VI § 25.
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SECTION 174. District attorneys.

A district attorney for each circuit court district shall be selected in the
manner provided by law, whose term of office shall be four years, whose
duties shall be prescribed by law, and whose compensation shall be a fixed
salary.

SOURCES: 1817 art V § 14; 1832 art IV § 25; 1869 art VI § 25.

SECTION 175.  Liability and punishment of public officers.

All public officers, for wilful neglect of duty or misdemeanor in office,
shall be liable to presentment or indictment by a grand jury; and, upon
conviction, shall be removed from office, and otherwise punished as may
be prescribed by law.

SECTION 176. Qualifications for member of board of
supervisors.

No person shall be a member of the board of supervisors who is not a
resident freeholder in the district for which he is chosen. The value of real
estate necessary to be owned to qualify persons in the several counties to be
members of said board shall be fixed by law.

SOURCES: 1869 art XII § 29.

NOTE: House Concurrent Resolution No. 75, Part II, enacted as Laws,
1990, ch. 592, adopted by the House of Representatives and the Senate
on March 28, 1990, proposed to amend Section 176 of Article 6 of the
Mississippi Constitution of 1890. The proposed amendment was submitted
to the electorate on November 6, 1990, but was rejected.

SECTION 177.  Vacancy in office of judge or chancellor.

The governor shall have power to fill any vacancy which may happen
during the recess of the senate in the office of judge or chancellor, by
making a temporary appointment of an incumbent, which shall expire at
the end of the next session of the senate, unless a successor shall be sooner
appointed and confirmed by the senate. When a temporary appointment
of a judge or chancellor has been made during the recess of the senate,
the governor shall have no power to remove the person or appointee, nor
power to withhold his name from the senate for their action.
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SECTION 177A. Commission on Judicial Performance.

There shall be a Commission on Judicial Performance of the State of
Mississippi, to be composed of seven (7) members; three (3) of whom shall
be judges of courts of record in the state which are trial courts of original
jurisdiction, other than justice courts; one (1) member shall be a justice
court judge; two (2) lay persons who reside in the state and who have
never held judicial office or been members of the bar of Mississippi; and
one (1) practicing attorney who has practiced law in the state for at least
ten (10) years. All judicial members are to be appointed by the judiciary of
the State of Mississippi as provided by law. Restrictions on the members of
the commission may be imposed by statute. Members of the Commission
on Judicial Performance not subject to impeachment shall be subject to
removal from the commission by two-thirds (2/3) vote of the Supreme
Court sitting en banc.

On recommendation of the commission on judicial performance, the
Supreme Court may remove from office, suspend, fine or publicly censure
or reprimand any justice or judge of this state for: (a) actual conviction
of a felony in a court other than a court of the State of Mississippi; (b)
willful misconduct in office; (c) willful and persistent failure to perform
his duties; (d) habitual intemperance in the use of alcohol or other drugs;
or (e) conduct prejudicial to the administration of justice which brings
the judicial office into disrepute; and may retire involuntarily any justice
or judge for physical or mental disability seriously interfering with the
performance of his duties, which disability is or is likely to become of a
permanent character.

A recommendation of the Commission on Judicial Performance for the
censure, removal or retirement of a justice of the Supreme Court shall be
determined by a tribunal of seven (7) judges selected by lot from a list
consisting of all the circuit and chancery judges at a public drawing by the
Secretary of State. The vote of the tribunal to censure, remove or retire a
justice of the supreme court shall be by secret ballot and only upon two-
thirds (2/3) vote of the tribunal.

All proceedings before the commission shall be confidential, except upon
unanimous vote of the commission. After a recommendation of removal
or public reprimand of any justice or judge is filed with the clerk of the
Supreme Court, the charges and recommendations of the commission
shall be made public. The commission may, with two-thirds (2/3) of the
members concurring, recommend to the Supreme Court the temporary
suspension of any justice or judge against whom formal charges are
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pending. All proceedings before the Supreme Court under this section and
any final decisions made by the Supreme Court shall be made public as in
other cases at law.

SOURCES: Laws, 1979, ch. 520, eff November 30, 1979.

NOTE: The insertion of Section 177A in Article 6 of the Mississippi
Constitution of 1890 was proposed by Laws, 1979, ch. 520, being House
Concurrent Resolution No. 33 of the 1979 regular session of the Legislature,
and upon ratification by the electorate on November 6, 1979, was inserted
by the Secretary of State on November 30, 1979.

SECTION 178.
SECTION 179.
SECTION 180.
SECTION 181.
SECTION 182.

ARTICLE 7
CORPORATIONS

Formation; charter of incorporation.
Compliance with provisions.
Organization.

Taxation.

Tax exemptions.

SECTION 183. Subscription to capital stock by counties or
municipalities.
SECTION 184. Railroads.

SECTION 185.

SECTION 186.

Rolling-stock as personal property subject to
execution and sale.

Telephone, telegraph and railroad charges.

SECTION 187. Repealed.

SECTION 188. Free or discounted tickets to public officers.
SECTION 189. Repealed.

SECTION 190. Eminent domain; police powers.
SECTION 191. Protection of corporate employees.
SECTION 192. Public utilities may be exempted from

municipal tax; duration.
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SECTION 193. Remedy for injury to railroad employee.
SECTION 194. Repealed.

SECTION 195. Common carriers designated.
SECTION 196. Repealed.

SECTION 197. Repealed.

SECTION 198. Trusts, combinations, contracts and
agreements inimical to public welfare.

SECTION 198A. Right to work; labor unions.
SECTION 199. “Corporation” defined.
SECTION 200. Enforcement of provisions.

SECTION 178.  Formation; charter of incorporation.

Corporations shall be formed under general laws only. The Legislature
shall have power to alter, amend or repeal any charter of incorporation now
existing and revocable, and any that may hereafter be created, whenever,
in its opinion, it may be for the public interest to do so. Provided, however,
that no injustice shall be done to the stockholders.

SOURCES: Laws, 1987, ch. 690, eff December 4, 1987.

NOTE: The insertion of Section 178 in Article 7 of the Mississippi
Constitution of 1890, was proposed by Laws, 1987, ch. 690 (Senate
Concurrent Resolution No. 549), and upon ratification by the electorate
on November 3, 1987, was inserted as part of the Constitution by
proclamation of the Secretary of State on December 4, 1987.

SECTION 179. Compliance with provisions.

The Legislature shall never remit the forfeiture of the franchise of any
corporation now existing, nor alter nor amend the charter thereof, nor pass
any general or special law for the benefit of such corporation, except upon
the condition that such corporation shall thereafter hold its charter and
franchises subject to the provisions of this Constitution; and the reception
by any corporation of any provision of any such laws or the taking of any
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benefit or advantage from the same, shall be conclusively held an
agreement by such corporation to hold thereafter its charter and franchises
under the provisions hereof.

SECTION 180. Organization.

All existing charters or grants of corporate franchise under which
organizations have not in good faith taken place at the adoption of this
Constitution shall be subject to the provisions of this article; and all such
charters under which organizations shall not take place in good faith
and business be commenced within one year from the adoption of this
Constitution, shall thereafter have no validity; and every charter or grant
of corporate franchise hereafter made shall have no validity, unless an
organization shall take place thereunder and business be commenced
within two years from the date of such charter or grant.

SECTION 181. Taxation.

The property of all private corporations for pecuniary gain shall be taxed
in the same way and to the same extent as the property of individuals, but
the legislature may provide for the taxation of banks and banking capital,
by taxing the shares according to the value thereof (augmented by the
accumulations, surplus, and unpaid dividends), exclusive of real estate,
which shall be taxed as other real estate. Exemptions from taxation to
which corporations are legally entitled at the adoption of this Constitution,
shall remain in full force and effect for the time of such exemption as
expressed in their respective charters, or by general laws, unless sooner
repealed by the Legislature. And, domestic insurance companies shall not
be required to pay a greater tax in the aggregate than is required to be paid
by foreign insurance companies doing business in this State, except to the
extent of the excess of their ad valorem tax over the privilege tax imposed
upon such foreign companies; and the Legislature may impose privilege
taxes on building and loan associations in lieu of all other taxes except on
their real estate.

SOURCES: 1869 art XII § 13.
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SECTION 182. Tax exemptions.

The power to tax corporations and their property shall never be
surrendered or abridged by any contract or grant to which the State or any
political subdivision thereof may be a party, except that the Legislature
may grant exemption from taxation in the encouragement of manufactures
and other new enterprises of public utility extending for a period of not
exceeding ten (10) years on each such enterprise hereafter constructed,
and may grant exemptions not exceeding ten (10) years on each addition
thereto or expansion thereof, and may grant exemptions not exceeding ten
(10) years on future additions to or expansions of existing manufactures
and other enterprises of public utility. The time of each exemption shall
commence from the date of completion of the new enterprise, and from
the date of completion of each addition or expansion, for which an
exemption is granted. When the Legislature grants such exemptions for a
period of ten (10) years or less, it shall be done by general laws, which shall
distinctly enumerate the classes of manufactures and other new enterprises
of public utility, entitled to such exemptions, and shall prescribe the mode
and manner in which the right to such exemptions shall be determined.

SOURCES: Laws, 1961, 1st Extraordinary Session, ch. 9, eff October 16,
1961.

NOTE: The 1961 amendment to Section 182 of the Constitution was
proposed by Laws, 1961, 1st Extraordinary Session, ch. 9, and, upon
ratification by the electorate on Oct. 3, 1961, was inserted by Proclamation
of the Secretary of State on Oct. 16, 1961, by virtue of the authority vested
in him by Section 273 of the Constitution.

SECTION 183.  Subscription to capital stock by counties or
municipalities.

No county, city, town, or other municipal corporation shall hereafter
become a subscriber to the capital stock of any railroad or other
corporation or association, or make appropriation, or loan its credit in aid
of such corporation or association. All authority heretofore conferred for
any of the purposes aforesaid by the Legislature or by the charter of any
corporation, is hereby repealed. Nothing in this section contained shall
affect the right of any such corporation, municipality, or county to make
such subscription where the same has been authorized under laws existing
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at the time of the adoption of this Constitution, and by a vote of the people
thereof, had prior to its adoption, and where the terms of submission and
subscription have been or shall be complied with, or to prevent the issue of
renewal bonds, or the use of such other means as are or may be prescribed
by law for the payment or liquidation of such subscription, or of any
existing indebtedness.

SECTION 184. Railroads.

All railroads which carry persons or property for hire shall be public
highways, and all railroad companies so engaged shall be common carriers.
Any company organized for that purpose under the laws of the state shall
have the right to construct and operate a railroad between any points
within this state, and to connect at the state line with roads of other states.
Every railroad company shall have the right with its road to intersect,
connect with, or cross any other railroad; and all railroad companies shall
receive and transport each other’s passengers, tonnage, and cars, loaded or
empty, without unnecessary delay or discrimination.

SECTION 185.  Rolling-stock as personal property subject
to execution and sale.

The rolling-stock belonging to any railroad company or corporation
in this state shall be considered personal property, and shall be liable to
execution and sale as such.

SECTION 186. Telephone, telegraph and railroad charges.

The Legislature shall pass laws to prevent abuses, unjust discrimination,
and extortion in all charges of express, telephone, sleeping-car, telegraph,
and railroad companies, and shall enact laws for the supervision of
railroads, express, telephone, telegraph, sleeping-car companies, and other
common carriers in this State, by commission or otherwise, and shall
provide adequate penalties, to the extent, if necessary for that purpose, of
forfeiture of their franchises.

SECTION 187. Repealed.

Repealed by Laws, 1977, ch. 585, eft December 22, 1978.
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NOTE: Former Section 187 required that if a railroad passed within
three miles of any county seat that it was required to pass through same
and establish a depot therein unless prevented by natural obstacles and
provided for the grant of rights of way and grounds for depot purposes.

The repeal of Section 187 of Article 7 of the Constitution of 1890 was
proposed by Laws, 1977, ch. 585 (Senate Concurrent Resolution No.

552) and upon ratification by the electorate on November 7, 1978, was
deleted from the Constitution by proclamation of the Secretary of State on
December 22, 1978.

SECTION 188. Free or discounted tickets to public officers.

No railroad or other transportation company shall grant free passes or
tickets, or passes or tickets at a discount, to members of the Legislature,
or any State, district, county, or municipal officers, except railroad
commissioners. The Legislature shall enact suitable laws for the detection,
prevention, and punishment of violations of this provision.

SECTION 189. Repealed.

Repealed by Laws, 1987, ch. 692, eff December 4, 1987.

NOTE: Former Section 189 provided that all charters granted to
private corporations in the state be recorded in the chancery clerk’s office
of the county in which the principal office or place of business of the
company is located. The repeal of Section 189 of Article 7 of the Mississippi
Constitution of 1890, was proposed by Laws, 1987, ch. 692 (Senate
Concurrent Resolution No. 551), and upon ratification by the electorate on
November 3, 1987, was deleted from the Constitution by proclamation of
the Secretary of State on December 4, 1987.

SECTION 190. Eminent domain; police powers.

The exercise of the right of eminent domain shall never be abridged, or
so construed as to prevent the Legislature from taking the property and
franchises of incorporated companies, and subjecting them to public use;
and the exercise of the police powers of the State shall never be abridged,
or so construed as to permit corporations to conduct their business in such
manner as to infringe upon the rights of individuals or general well-being
of the State.
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SECTION 191.  Protection of corporate employees.

The Legislature shall provide for the protection of the employees of
all corporations doing business in this State from interference with
their social, civil, or political rights by said corporations, their agents or
employees.

SECTION 192.  Public utilities may be exempted from
municipal tax; duration.

Provision shall be made by general laws whereby cities and towns may
be authorized to aid and encourage the establishment of manufactories,
gasworks, waterworks, and other enterprises of public utility other than
railroads, within the limits of said cities or towns, by exempting all
property used for such purposes from municipal taxation for a period not
longer than ten years.

SECTION 193. Remedy for injury to railroad employee.

Every employee of any railroad corporation shall have the same right and
remedies for any injury suffered by him from the act or omission of said
corporation or its employees, as are allowed by law to other persons not
employees where the injury results from the negligence of a superior agent
or officer, or of a person having the right to control or direct the services
of the party injured, and also when the injury results from the negligence
of a fellow-servant engaged in another department of labor from that of
the party injured, or of a fellow-servant on another train of cars, or one
engaged about a different piece of work. Knowledge by any employee
injured, of the defective or unsafe character or condition of any machinery,
ways, or appliances, shall be no defense to an action for injury caused
thereby, except as to conductors or engineers in charge of dangerous or
unsafe cars, or engines voluntarily operated by them. Where death ensues
from any injury to employees, the legal or personal representatives of the
person injured shall have the same right and remedies as are allowed by
law to such representatives of other persons. Any contract or agreement,
express or implied, made by any employee to waive the benefit of this
section shall be null and void; and this section shall not be construed to
deprive any employee of a corporation or his legal or personal
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representative, of any right or remedy that he now has by the law of the
land. The Legislature may extend the remedies herein provided for to any

other class of employees.

SECTION 194. Repealed.

Repealed by Laws, 1987, ch. 691, eff December 4, 1987. [Laws, 1954, ch.
424; 1955, ch. 131, Extraordinary Session]

NOTE: Former Section 194 provided for shareholder voting for
managers and directors of incorporated companies, provided for issuance
of preferred stock with no voting rights, and provided that no person
engaged or interested in a competing business serve on the board of
directors without consent of a majority in interest of the stockholders. The
repeal of Section 194 of Article 7 of the Mississippi Constitution of 1890,
was proposed by Laws, 1987, ch. 691 (Senate Concurrent Resolution No.
550), and upon ratification by the electorate on November 3, 1987, was
deleted from the Constitution by proclamation of the Secretary of State on
December 4, 1987.

SECTION 195. Common carriers designated.

Express, telegraph, telephone, and sleeping-car companies are declared
common carriers in their respective lines of business, and subject to
liability as such.

SECTION 196. Repealed.
Repealed by Laws, 1987, ch. 689, eft December 4, 1987.

NOTE: Former Section 196 section provided that no transportation
corporation could issue stocks or bonds except for money or labor done
or agreed to be done or money or property actually received and the
section declared fictitious increases of stock or indebtedness void. The
repeal of Section 196 of Article 7 of the Mississippi Constitution of 1890,
was proposed by Laws, 1987, ch. 689 (Senate Concurrent Resolution No.
548), and upon ratification by the electorate on November 3, 1987, was
deleted from the Constitution by proclamation of the Secretary of State on
December 4, 1987.
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SECTION 197. Repealed.

Repealed by Laws, 1989, ch. 588, eft August 1, 1989.

NOTE: Former Section 197 required that any foreign corporation or
association wishing to be granted a license to build, operate or lease any
railroad in the state, where such railroad would be partially in Mississippi
and partially in another state or states, must first become incorporated
under the laws of Mississippi. The former section also pertained to a
domestic railroad company consolidating with a foreign company. The
repeal of Section 197 of Article 7 of the Constitution of 1890 was proposed
by House Concurrent Resolution No. 6 (Laws, 1989, ch. 588), and upon
ratification by the electorate on June 20, 1989, was deleted from the
Constitution by proclamation of the Secretary of State on August 1, 1989.

SECTION 198. Trusts, combinations, contracts and
agreements inimical to public welfare.

The Legislature shall enact laws to prevent all trusts, combinations,
contracts, and agreements inimical to the public welfare.

SECTION 198A. Right to work; labor unions.

It is hereby declared to be the public policy of Mississippi that the right of
a person or persons to work shall not be denied or abridged on account of
membership or nonmembership in any labor union or labor organization.
Any agreement or combination between any employer and any labor union
or labor organization whereby any person not a member of such union or
organization shall be denied the right to work for an employer, or whereby
such membership is made a condition of employment or continuation of
employment by such employer, or whereby any such union or organization
acquires an employment monopoly in any enterprise, is hereby declared
to be an illegal combination or conspiracy and against public policy. No
person shall be required by an employer to become or remain a member
of any labor union or labor organization as a condition of employment
or continuation of employment by such employer. No person shall be
required by an employer to abstain or refrain from membership in any
labor union or labor organization as a condition of employment or
continuation of employment. No employer shall require any person, as a
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condition of employment or continuation of employment, to pay any dues,
fees or other charges of any kind to any labor union or labor organization.
Any person who may be denied employment or be deprived of
continuation of his employment in violation of any paragraph of this
section shall be entitled to recover from such employer and from any other
person, firm, corporation or association acting in concert with him by
appropriate action in the courts of this state such actual damages as he may
have sustained by reason of such denial or deprivation of employment.
The provisions of this section shall not apply to any lawful contract
in force on the effective date of this section, but they shall apply to all
contracts thereafter entered into and to any renewal or extension of an
existing contract thereafter occurring. The provisions of this section
shall not apply to any employer or employee under the jurisdiction of the
Federal Railway Labor Act.

SOURCES: Laws, 1960, ch. 512, eff June 22, 1960.

NOTE: The 1960 insertion of this section into Article 7 of the
Constitution of 1890 was proposed by Laws, 1960, ch. 512, so as to
guarantee that the right of persons to work shall not be denied or abridged
on account of membership or nonmembership in a labor union or labor
organization, and declaring the public policy of this state in this regard.
This proposed amendment was ratified by the electorate at a special
election held June 7, 1960, and was inserted into the Constitution by
Proclamation of the Secretary of State on June 22, 1960, by virtue of the
authority vested in him by Section 273 of the Constitution as amended.

SECTION 199. “Corporation” defined.

The term “corporation” used in this article shall include all associations
and all joint-stock companies for pecuniary gain having privileges not
possessed by individuals or partnerships.

SECTION 200. Enforcement of provisions.

The legislature shall enforce the provisions of this article by appropriate
legislation.
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SECTION 201.
SECTION 202.
SECTION 203.
SECTION 204.
SECTION 205.
SECTION 206.

SECTION 206A.

SECTION 207.
SECTION 208.

SECTION 209.

SECTION 210.
SECTION 211.
SECTION 212.

SECTION 213.
SECTION 213A.
SECTION 213B.

SECTION 201.

ART, 8, SEC. 201

ARTICLE 8
EDUCATION

Free public schools.

State Superintendent of Public Education.
State Board of Education.

County superintendents of education.
Repealed.

State common-school fund; additional tax levy
by district.

Establishment of education improvement trust
fund.

Repealed.

Control of funds by religious sect; certain
appropriations prohibited.

Institutions for education of deaf, dumb and
blind.

Sale of public school supplies.
Sixteenth section lands.

Interest rate on Chickasaw School Fund and
other educational trust funds.

Agricultural and mechanical colleges.
State institutions of higher learning.

Repealed.

Free public schools.

The Legislature shall, by general law, provide for the establishment,
maintenance and support of free public schools upon such conditions and
limitations as the Legislature may prescribe.

SOURCES: Laws, 1934, ch. 362; Laws, 1960, ch. 547; Laws, 1987, ch. 671,

eff December 4, 1987.

81



ART. 8, SEC. 201 MISSISSIPPI CONSTITUTION

NOTE: The 1960 amendment to Section 201 of the Constitution was
proposed by Laws, 1960, ch. 547, and, upon ratification by the electorate
on Nov. 8, 1960, was inserted by Proclamation of the Secretary of State on
Nov. 23, 1960, by virtue of the authority vested in him by Section 273 of the
Constitution, as amended.

The 1987 amendment of Section 201 in Article 8 of the Mississippi
Constitution of 1890 was proposed by Laws, 1987, ch. 671 (House
Concurrent Resolution No. 9), and upon ratification by the electorate on
November 3, 1987, was made a part of the Constitution by proclamation of
the Secretary of State on December 4, 1987.

SECTION 202. State Superintendent of Public Education.

(1) Until July 1, 1984, there shall be a Superintendent of Public
Education elected at the same time and in the same manner as the
Governor, who shall have the qualifications required by the Secretary of
State, and hold his office for four (4) years, and until his successor shall
be elected and qualified, who shall have the general supervision of the
common schools and of the educational interests of the state, and who shall
perform such other duties and receive compensation as shall be prescribed
by law. However, an election for the Superintendent of Public Education
shall not be held at the general election in 1983, and the term of the
Superintendent of Public Education who was elected at the general election
in 1979 shall be extended to July 1, 1984, on which date it shall expire.

(2) From and after July 1, 1984, there shall be a State Superintendent of
Public Education who shall be appointed by the State Board of Education,
with the advice and consent of the Senate, and serve at the board’s will
and pleasure. He shall possess such qualifications as may be prescribed by
law. He shall be the chief administrative officer for the State Department
of Education and shall administer the department in accordance with the
policies established by the State Board of Education. He shall perform such
other duties and receive such compensation as shall be prescribed by law.

SOURCES: 1869 art VIII § 3; Laws, 1982, ch. 616, eff January 28, 1983.
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NOTE: The 1982 amendment to Section 202 of Article 8 of the
Constitution of 1890 was proposed by Laws, 1982, ch. 616, being Senate
Concurrent Resolution No. 506 of the 1982 regular session of the
Legislature and, upon ratification by the electorate on November 2, 1982,
was inserted as a part of the Constitution by proclamation of the Secretary
of State on January 28, 1983.

SECTION 203. State Board of Education.

(1) Until July 1, 1984, there shall be a Board of Education, consisting
of the Secretary of State, the Attorney General and the Superintendent of
Public Education, for the management and investment of the school funds
according to law, and for the performance of such other duties as may
be prescribed. The superintendent and one (1) other of said board shall
constitute a quorum.

(2) From and after July 1, 1984, there shall be a State Board of Education
which shall manage and invest school funds according to law, formulate
policies according to law for implementation by the State Department of
Education, and perform such other duties as prescribed by law. The board
shall consist of nine (9) members of which none shall be an elected official.
The Governor shall appoint one (1) member who shall be a resident of
the Northern Supreme Court District and who shall serve an initial term
of one (1) year, one (1) member who shall be a resident of the Central
Supreme Court District and who shall serve an initial term of five (5)
years, one (1) member who shall be a resident of the Southern Supreme
Court District and who shall serve an initial term of nine (9) years, one (1)
member who shall be employed on an active and full-time basis as a school
administrator and who shall serve an initial term of three (3) years, and
one (1) member who shall be employed on an active and full-time basis
as a schoolteacher and who shall serve an initial term of seven (7) years.
The Lieutenant Governor shall appoint two (2) members from the state at
large, one (1) of whom shall serve an initial term of four (4) years and one
(1) of whom shall serve an initial term of eight (8) years. The Speaker of
the House of Representatives shall appoint two (2) members from the state
at large, one (1) of who shall serve an initial term of two (2) years and one
(1) of whom shall serve an initial term of six (6) years. The initial terms of
appointees shall begin on July 1, 1984, and all subsequent appointments
shall begin on the first day of July for a term of (9) years and continue until
their successors are appointed and qualify. An appointment to fill a

83



ART. 8, SEC. 203 MISSISSIPPI CONSTITUTION

vacancy which arises for reasons other than by expiration of a term of
office shall be for the unexpired term only. The Legislature shall by general
law prescribe the compensation which members of the board shall be
entitled to receive. All members shall be appointed with the advice and
consent of the Senate and no members shall be actively engaged in the
educational profession except as stated above.

SOURCES: 1869 art VIII § 3; Laws, 1982, ch. 616, eff January 28, 1983.

NOTE: The 1982 amendment to Section 203 of Article 8 of the
Constitution of 1890 was proposed by Senate Concurrent Resolution No.
506 of the 1982 regular session of the Legislature and, upon ratification
by the electorate on November 2, 1982, was inserted as a part of the
Constitution by proclamation of the Secretary of State on January 28, 1983.

SECTION 204. County superintendents of education.

There shall be a superintendent of public education in each county,
who shall be appointed by the board of education by and with the advice
and consent of the Senate, whose term of office shall be four years, and
whose qualifications, compensation, and duties, shall be prescribed by
law: Provided, That the Legislature shall have power to make the office
of county school superintendent of the several counties elective, or may
otherwise provide for the discharge of the duties of county superintendent,
or abolish said office.

SOURCES: 1869 art VIII § 4.

SECTION 205. Repealed.

Repealed by Laws, 1987, ch. 671, eff December 4, 1987. [1869, art. VIII,
§ 5]

NOTE: Former Section 205 empowered the Legislature to establish and
maintain free public schools and the term or terms thereof in each county
of the state.

The repeal of Section 205 of Article 8 of the Mississippi Constitution of
1890 was proposed by Laws, 1987, ch. 671 (House Concurrent Resolution
No. 9), and upon ratification by the electorate on November 3, 1987, was
deleted from the Constitution by proclamation of the Secretary of State on
December 4, 1987.
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SECTION 206. State common-school fund; additional tax
levy by district.

There shall be a state common-school fund, to be taken from the General
Fund in the State Treasury, which shall be used for the maintenance and
support of the common schools. Any county or separate school district
may levy an additional tax, as prescribed by general law, to maintain its
schools. The state common-school fund shall be distributed among the
several counties and separate school districts in proportion to the number
of educable children in each, to be determined by data collected through
the office of the State Superintendent of Education in the manner to be
prescribed by law.

SOURCES: 1869 art VIII § 6. See amendment No. 2, 1904 ch. 173; Laws,
1989, ch. 589, eff August 1, 1989.

NOTE: The 1989 amendment to Section 206 of Article 8 of the
Constitution of 1890 was proposed by House Concurrent Resolution No.
9 (Laws, 1989, ch. 589) and, upon ratification by the electorate on June
20, 1989, was inserted as part of the Constitution by proclamation of the
Secretary of State on August 1, 1989.

SECTION 206A. Establishment of education improvement
trust fund.

There is hereby created and established in the State Treasury a trust
fund which may be used, as hereinafter provided, for the improvement of
education within the State of Mississippi. There shall be deposited in such
trust fund:

(a) The state’s share of all oil severance taxes and gas severance taxes
derived from oil and gas resources under state-owned lands or from
severed state-owned minerals;

(b) Any and all monies received by the state from the development,
production and utilization of oil and gas resources under state-owned lands
or from severed state-owned minerals, except for the following portions of
such monies:

(i) All mineral leasing revenues specifically reserved by general law

in effect at the time of the ratification of this amendment for the
following purposes: (A) management of a state leasing program; (B)
clean-up, remedial or abatement actions involving pollution as a result
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of oil or gas exploration or production; (C) management or protection of
state waters, land and wildlife; or (D) acquisition of additional waters and
land; and

(ii) Monies derived from sixteenth section lands and lands held in lieu
thereof or from minerals severed from sixteenth section lands and
lands held in lieu thereof; and

(iii) Monies derived from lands or minerals administered in trust for
any state institution of higher learning or administered therefor by the
head of any such institution;

(c) Any gift, donation, bequest, trust, grant, endowment or transfer of
money or securities designated for said trust fund; and

(d) All such monies from any other source whatsoever as the Legislature
shall, in its discretion, so appropriate or shall, by general law, so direct.

The principal of the trust fund shall remain inviolate and shall be
invested as provided by general law. Interest and income derived from
investment of the principal of the trust fund may be appropriated by the
Legislature by a majority vote of the elected membership of each house
of the Legislature and expended exclusively for the education of the
elementary and secondary school students and/or vocational and technical
training in this state.

SOURCES: Laws, 1985, ch. 546, eff November 20, 1986.

NOTE: The insertion of Section 206A in Article 8 of the Mississippi
Constitution of 1890 was proposed by Laws, 1985, ch. 546 (House
Concurrent Resolution No. 35), and upon ratification by the electorate
on November 4, 1986, was inserted as part of the Constitution by
proclamation of the Secretary of State on November 20, 1986.

Laws, 1986, ch. 399, § 2, effective July 1, 1986, provides as follows:

“Upon the effective date of this act, any funds, including interest earned
thereon, to the credit of the special fund for the administration of the
Mineral Lease Division of the Department of Natural Resources and to the
credit of the Gulf and Wildlife Protection Fund, which are in excess of the
amounts set forth in Section 29-7-3 to be used for the purposes prescribed
therein, shall be transferred into the Education Trust Fund created in
Section 206-A, Mississippi Constitution of 1890.”
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SECTION 207. Repealed.

Repealed by Laws, 1977, ch. 587, eft December 22, 1978.

NOTE: Former Section 207 provided that separate schools be
maintained for “children of the white and colored races.”

The repeal of Section 207 of Article 8 of the Constitution of 1890 was
proposed by Laws, 1977, ch. 587 (Senate Concurrent Resolution No.
557), and upon ratification by the electorate on November 7, 1978, was
deleted from the Constitution by proclamation of the Secretary of State on
December 22, 1978.

SECTION 208. Control of funds by religious sect; certain
appropriations prohibited.

No religious or other sect or sects shall ever control any part of the school
or other educational funds of this state; nor shall any funds be appropriated
toward the support of any sectarian school, or to any school that at the
time of receiving such appropriation is not conducted as a free school.

SOURCES: 1869 art VIII § 9.

SECTION 209. Institutions for education of deaf, dumb
and blind.

It shall be the duty of the Legislature to provide by law for the support of
institutions for the education of the deaf, dumb, and blind.

SOURCES: 1869 art XII § 27.

SECTION 210. Sale of public school supplies.

No public officer of this State, or any district, county, city, or town
thereof, nor any teacher or trustee of any public school, shall be interested
in the sale, proceeds, or profits of any books, apparatus, or furniture to be
used in any public school in this state. Penalties shall be provided by law
for the violation of this section.

NOTE: Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 514, enacted as Laws, 1984,
ch. 655, adopted by the Senate on April 26, 1984, and the House of
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Representatives on April 25, 1984, proposed to repeal Section 210 of the
Mississippi Constitution of 1890. The proposed repeal was submitted to the
electorate on November 6, 1984, but was rejected.

SECTION 211. Sixteenth section lands.

(1) The Legislature shall enact such laws as may be necessary to ascertain
the true condition of the title to the sixteenth section lands in this State, or
lands granted in lieu thereof, in the Choctaw Purchase, and shall provide
that the sixteenth section lands reserved for the support of township
schools, except as hereinafter provided, shall not be sold nor shall they
be leased for a longer term than ten (10) years for lands situated outside
municipalities and for lands situated within municipalities for a longer
term than ninety-nine (99) years, for a gross sum; provided further, that
existing leases of the sixteenth section lands situated in the municipalities
of the State may, for a gross sum, be extended for a term of years not
exceeding ninety-nine (99) years from the date of such extension, but the
Legislature may provide for the lease of sixteenth section lands for a term
of years not exceeding twenty-five (25) years for forest and agricultural
lands and not exceeding forty (40) years for all other classifications of such
lands for a ground rental, payable annually, and in the case of uncleared
lands may lease them for such short terms as may be deemed proper in
consideration of the improvement thereof, with right thereafter to lease
for a term or to hold on payment of ground rent; provided however, that
land granted in lieu of sixteenth section lands in this state and situated
outside of the county holding or owning same may be sold and the
proceeds from such sale may be invested in a manner to be prescribed by
the Legislature; but provided further, however, that the Legislature, for
industrial development thereon, may authorize the sale, in whole or in part
for a gross sum or otherwise, of sixteenth section lands, or lands granted
in lieu thereof situated within the county; and the Legislature shall either
provide for the purchase of other lands within the county to be held for the
benefit of the township schools in lieu of the lands old or shall provide for
the investment of the proceeds of such sale for the benefit of the township
schools, or the Legislature may provide for both purchase of other lands
to be so held and investment of proceeds for the benefit of the township
schools; and the Legislature, for industrial development thereon, may
authorize the granting of leases on sixteenth section lands, or lands granted
in lieu thereof, in whole or in part, for a gross sum or otherwise, for terms
not to exceed ninety-nine (99) years, and the Legislature shall
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provide for the investment of the proceeds of such leases for the benefit of
the township schools. The Legislature may authorize the lease sold or shall
provide for the investment of the proceeds of such sale for the benefit of
the township schools, or the Legislature may provide for both purchase of
other lands to be so held and investment of proceeds for the benefit of the
township schools; and the Legislature, for industrial development thereon,
may authorize the granting of leases on sixteenth section lands, or lands
granted in lieu thereof, in whole or in part, for a gross sum or otherwise, for
terms not to exceed ninety-nine (99) years, and the Legislature shall provide
for the investment of the proceeds of such leases for the benefit of the
township schools. The Legislature may authorize the lease of not more than
three (3) acres of sixteenth section lands or lands granted in lieu thereof for
a term not exceeding ninety-nine (99) years for a ground rental, payable
annually, to any church, having its principal place of worship situated on
such lands, which has been in continuous operation at that location for not
less than twenty-five (25) years at the time of the lease.

(2) Notwithstanding any limitation on the terms of leases provided in
subsection (1) of this section, the Legislature may provide, by general law,
for leases on liquid, solid or gaseous minerals with terms coextensive with
the operations to produce such minerals.

SOURCES: 1817 art VI § 20; Laws, 1942, ch. 329; Laws, 1944, ch. 343;
Laws, 1961, 1st Extraordinary Session, ch. 10, ; Laws, 1986, ch. 643; Laws,
1992, ch. 730, eff December 8, 1992.

NOTE: The 1961 amendment to Section 211 of the Constitution was
proposed by Laws, 1961, ch. 10, 1st Extraordinary Session, and, upon
ratification by the electorate on Oct. 3, 1961, was inserted by Proclamation
of the Secretary of State on Oct. 16, 1961, by virtue of the authority vested in
him by Section 273 of the Constitution.

The 1986 amendment to Section 211 of Article 8 of the Constitution of
1890 was proposed by Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 537 (ch. 643) of
the 1986 regular session of the Legislature and, upon ratification by the
electorate on November 4, 1986, was inserted as a part of the Constitution
by proclamation of the Secretary of State on November 20, 1986.

The 1992 amendment of Section 211 in Article 8 of the Mississippi
Constitution of 1890, was proposed by Laws, 1992, ch. 591 (Senate
Concurrent Resolution No. 552), and upon ratification by the electorate on
November 3, 1992, was inserted as part of the Constitution by proclamation
of the Secretary of State on December 8, 1992.
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SECTION 212. Interest rate on Chickasaw School Fund
and other educational trust funds.

The rate of interest on the fund known as the “Chickasaw School Fund,”
and other trust funds for educational purposes for which the State is
responsible, shall be fixed, and remain as long as said funds are held by the
State, at six per centum per annum from and after the close of the fiscal
year A.D. 1891; and the distribution of said interest shall be made semi-
annually, on the first of May and November of each year.

SECTION 213.  Agricultural and mechanical colleges.

The State having received and appropriated the land donated to it for the
support of agricultural and mechanical colleges by the United States, and
having, in furtherance of the beneficent design of Congress in granting said
land, established the Agricultural and Mechanical College of Mississippi
and the Alcorn Agricultural and Mechanical College, it is the duty of the
State to sacredly carry out the conditions of the Act of Congress upon
the subject, approved July 2, A.D. 1862, and the Legislature shall preserve
intact the endowments to and support said colleges.

NOTE: Section 37-121-1 changed the name of Alcorn Agricultural and
Mechanical College to Alcorn State University.

SECTION 213A. State institutions of higher learning.

The State institutions of higher learning in Mississippi, to wit: University
of Mississippi, Mississippi State University of Agriculture and Applied
Science, Mississippi University for Women, University of Southern
Mississippi, Delta State University, Alcorn State University, Jackson State
University, Mississippi Valley State University, and any others which may
be organized or established by the State of Mississippi, shall be under the
management and control of a board of trustees to be known as the Board
of Trustees of State Institutions of Higher Learning. The Governor shall
appoint the members of the board with the advice and consent of the
Senate. The Governor shall appoint only persons who are qualified electors
residing in the district from which each is appointed, and at least twenty-
five (25) years of age, and of the highest order of intelligence, character,
learning and fitness for the performance of such duties, to the end that
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such board shall perform its high and honorable duties to the greatest
advantage of the people of the State and such educational institutions,
uninfluenced by any political considerations. The board of trustees shall be
composed of twelve (12) members. The members of the board of trustees
as constituted on January 1, 2004, shall continue to serve until expiration of
their respective terms of office. Appointments made to fill vacancies created
by expiration of members’ terms of office occurring after January 1, 2004,
shall be as follows: The initial term of the members appointed in 2004 shall
be for eleven (11) years; the initial term of the members appointed in 2008
shall be for ten (10) years; and the initial term of the members appointed
in 2012 shall be for nine (9) years. After the expiration of the initial terms,
all terms shall be for nine (9) years. Four (4) members of the board of
trustees shall be appointed from each of the three (3) Mississippi Supreme
Court districts and, as such vacancies occur, the Governor shall make
appointments from the Supreme Court district having the smallest number
of board members until the membership includes four (4) members from
each district. In case of a vacancy on the board by death or resignation of

a member, or from any cause other than the expiration of such member’s
term of office, the board shall elect his successor, who shall hold office

until the end of the next session of the Legislature. During such term of
the session of the Legislature, the Governor shall appoint the successor
member of the board from the district from which his predecessor was
appointed, to hold office for the balance of the unexpired term for which
such original trustee was appointed, to the end that one-third (1/3) of such
trustees” terms will expire each three (3) years.

The Legislature shall provide by law for the appointment of a trustee for
the La Bauve Fund at the University of Mississippi and for the perpetuation
of such fund.

Such board shall have the power and authority to elect the heads of
the various institutions of higher learning, and contract with all deans,
professors and other members of the teaching staff, and all administrative
employees of the institutions for a term not exceeding four (4) years; but
the board may terminate any such contract at any time for malfeasance,
inefliciency or contumacious conduct, but never for political reasons.

Nothing herein contained shall in any way limit or take away the power
the Legislature had and possessed, if any, at the time of the adoption of this
amendment, to consolidate, abolish or change the status of any of the above
named institutions.

91



ART. 8, SEC. 213A MISSISSIPPI CONSTITUTION

SOURCES: Laws, 1942, ch. 342; Laws, 1944, ch. 344; Laws, 1987, ch. 673,
eff December 4, 1987; Laws, 2002, ch. 703, eff December 4, 2003.

NOTE: The 1944 amendment of this section of the Constitution was
duly inserted by the Legislature in House Concurrent Resolution No. 13,
Laws, 1944, ch. 344.

The 1987 amendment of Section 213A in Article 8 of the Mississippi
Constitution of 1890, was proposed by Laws, 1987, ch. 673 (House
Concurrent Resolution No. 19), and upon ratification by the electorate
on November 3, 1987, was inserted as part of the Constitution by
proclamation of the Secretary of State on December 4, 1987.

Section 37-117-1 changed the name of Mississippi State College for
Women to Mississippi University for Women.

Section 37-121-1 changed the name of Alcorn Agricultural and
Mechanical College to Alcorn State University.

Section 37-123-1 changed the name of Delta State College to Delta State
University.

The 2002 amendment of Section 213A was proposed by Laws, 2002, ch.
703 (Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 522), and upon ratification by the
electorate on November 4, 2003, was inserted as part of the Constitution by
proclamation of the Secretary of State on December 4, 2003.

SECTION 213B. Repealed.

Repealed by Laws, 1987, ch. 671, eff December 4, 1987. [Laws, 1954, ch.
39, Extraordinary Session; 1955, ch. 132, Extraordinary Session]

NOTE: Former Section 213B provided that by vote of the Legislature
public schools of the State could be abolished; the counties and school
districts could be authorized to abolish their public schools; the Legislature
could dispose of school buildings, land and property by lease, sale or
otherwise; and, authorized the legislature and governmental subdivisions
and districts to appropriate funds to aid educable children in the state to
secure an education.

The repeal of Section 213B of Article 8 of the Mississippi Constitution of
1890 was proposed by Laws, 1987, ch. 671 (House Concurrent Resolution
No. 9), and upon ratification by the electorate on November 3, 1987, was
deleted from the Constitution by proclamation of the Secretary of State on
December 4, 1987.
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ARTICLE 9
MILITIA
SECTION 214.  Persons subject to military duty.
SECTION 215. Organization of militia by Legislature.
SECTION 216. Appointment and removal of militia
officers.
SECTION 217.  Governor as Commander-in-Chief.
SECTION 218. Major-general; brigadier-general.
SECTION 219.  Adjutant-general.
SECTION 220. Exemption of militia from arrest for
certain
offenses.
SECTION 221.  Appropriations for Mississippi National
Guard.
SECTION 222.  Support of Mississippi national guard by
county boards of supervisors.
SECTION 214.  Persons subject to military duty.

All able-bodied male citizens of the State between the ages of eighteen
and forty-five years shall be liable to military duty in the militia of this

State, in such manner as the Legislature may provide.

SOURCES: 1869 art IX § 1.

SECTION 215. Organization of militia by Legislature.

The Legislature shall provide for the organizing, arming, equipping, and
discipline of the militia, and for paying the same when called into active
service.

SOURCES: 1817 art “Militia” § 1; 1832 art “Militia” § 1; 1869 art IX § 2.
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SECTION 216. Appointment and removal of militia
officers.

All officers of militia, except noncommissioned officers, shall be
appointed by the Governor, by and with the consent of the Senate, or
elected, as the Legislature may determine; and no commissioned officer
shall be removed from office except by the Senate on suggestion of the
Governor, stating the ground on which such removal is recommended, or
by the decision of a court-martial pursuant to law, or at his own request.

SECTION 217. Governor as Commander-in-Chief.

The Governor shall be Commander-in-Chief of the militia, except when
it is called into the service of the United States, and shall have power to call
forth the militia to execute the laws, repel invasion and to suppress riots
and insurrections.

SOURCES: 1817 art “Militia” § 4; 1832 art “Militia” § 4; 1869 art IX § 5.

SECTION 218. Major-general; brigadier-general.

The Governor shall nominate, and, by and with the consent of the Senate,
commission one major-general for the State, who shall be a citizen thereof,
and also one brigadier-general for each congressional district, who shall be
a resident of the district for which he shall be appointed, and each district
shall constitute a militia division.

SOURCES: 1869 art IX § 6.

SECTION 219. Adjutant-general.

The adjutant-general, and other staft officers to the commander-in-chief,
shall be appointed by the Governor, and their appointment shall expire
with the Governor’s term of office, and the Legislature shall provide by
law a salary for the adjutant-general commensurate with the duties of said
office.

SOURCES: 1869 art IX § 7.
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SECTION 220. Exemption of militia from arrest for
certain offenses.

The militia shall be exempt from arrest during their attendance on
musters, and in going to and returning from the same, except in case of
treason, felony, or breach of the peace.

SOURCES: 1869 art IX'§ 8.

SECTION 221.  Appropriations for Mississippi National
Guard.

The Legislature is hereby required to make an annual appropriation for
the efficient support and maintenance of the Mississippi National Guard,
which shall consist of not less than one hundred men for each Senator and
Representative to which this state may be entitled in the Congress of the
United States; but no part of such funds shall be used in the payment of
said guard except when in actual service.

SOURCES: 1817 art “Militia,” § 3; 1832 art “Militia,” § 3; 1869 art IX § 4.

SECTION 222.  Support of Mississippi national guard by
county boards of supervisors.

The Legislature shall empower the board of supervisors of each county
in the state to aid in supporting a military company or companies of the
Mississippi national guard within its borders, under such regulations,
limitations, and restrictions as may be prescribed by law.
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ARTICLE 10
THE PENITENTIARY AND PRISONS

SECTION 223. Repealed.

SECTION 224. Employment of convicts on public roads,
public works or public levee projects.

SECTION 225. Placement of convicts on state farms; prison
industries; reformatory schools; good
behavior.

SECTION 226. Hire or lease of county jail inmates.

SECTION 223. Repealed.

Repealed by Laws, 1990, ch. 599, eff December 19, 1990.

NOTE: Former Section 223 provided that no lease or hiring of
penitentiary convicts after December 31, 1894, be undertaken unless in
compliance with section 224 and that prior lease arrangements not extend
beyond that date.

The repeal of Section 223 of Article 10 of the Mississippi Constitution of
1890 was proposed by Laws, 1990, ch. 599 (House Concurrent Resolution
No. 99, Part II), and upon ratification by the electorate on November 6,
1990, was deleted from the Constitution by proclamation of the Secretary
of State on December 19, 1990.

SECTION 224. Employment of convicts on public roads,
public works or public levee projects.

The Legislature may authorize the employment under state supervision
and the proper officers and employees of the state, of convicts on public
roads or other public works, or by any levee board on any public levees,
under such provisions and restrictions as it may from time to time
see proper to impose; but said convicts shall not be let or hired to any
contractors under said board, nor shall the working of the convicts on
public roads, or public works, or by any levee board ever interfere with the
preparation for or the cultivation of any crop which it may be intended
shall be cultivated by the said convicts, nor interfere with the good
management of the state farm, nor put the state to any expense.
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SECTION 225. Placement of convicts on state farms;
prison industries; reformatory schools;
good behavior.

The Legislature may place the convicts on a state farm or farms and have
them worked thereon or elsewhere. It may also provide for the creation of
a nonprofit corporation for the purpose of managing and operating a state
prison industries program which may make use of state prisoners in its
operation. It may establish a reformatory school or schools, and provide
for keeping of juvenile offenders from association with hardened criminals.
It may provide for the commutation of the sentence of convicts for good
behavior, and for the constant separation of the sexes, and for religious
worship for the convicts.

SOURCES: 1869 art XII § 28; Laws, 1990, ch. 599, eff December 19, 1990.

NOTE: The 1990 amendment to Section 225 of Article 10 of Mississippi
Constitution of 1890 was proposed by Laws, 1990, ch. 599 (House
Concurrent Resolution No. 99, Part I), was ratified by the electorate on
November 6, 1990, and was inserted as a part of the Constitution by
proclamation of the Secretary of State on December 19, 1990.

SECTION 226. Hire or lease of county jail inmates.

Convicts sentenced to the county jail shall not be hired or leased to any
person or corporation outside of the county of their conviction after the
first day of January, A.D. 1893, nor for a term that shall extend beyond that
date.
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SECTION 227.
SECTION 228.
SECTION 229.
SECTION 230.
SECTION 231.
SECTION 232.
SECTION 233.
SECTION 234.
SECTION 235.
SECTION 236.
SECTION 237.
SECTION 238.
SECTION 239.

SECTION 227.

MISSISSIPPI CONSTITUTION

ARTICLE 11
LEVEES

Maintenance of levee system.

Levee districts.

Boards of levee commissioners.
Commissioner qualifications and bond.
Election of commissioners.

Duties and powers of commissioners.
Appropriation of private property.

Bills changing district boundaries or taxes.
Report by levee board.

Levee taxes.

System of levee taxation.

Property exempt from levee taxation.

Publication of itemized account.

Maintenance of levee system.

A levee system shall be maintained in the state as provided in this article.

SECTION 228.

Levee districts.

The division heretofore made by the Legislature of the alluvial land of
the state into two levee districts — viz., the Yazoo-Mississippi Delta Levee
District and the Mississippi Levee District, as shown by the laws creating
the same, and the amendments thereto — is hereby recognized, and said
districts shall so remain until changed by law; but the legislature may
hereafter add to either of said districts any other alluvial land in the state.

SECTION 229.

Boards of levee commissioners.

There shall be a board of levee commissioners for the Yazoo-Mississippi
delta levee district which shall consist of two members from each of the
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counties of Coahoma and Tunica, and one member from each of the
remaining counties, or parts of counties now or hereafter embraced within
the limits of said district.

And there shall also be a board of levee commissioners for the
Mississippi levee district which shall consist of two members from each of
the counties of Bolivar and Washington and one from each of the counties
of Issaquena, Sharkey, and from that part of Humphreys county now
embraced within the limits of said district. In the event of the formation
of a new county, or counties out of the territory embraced in either or
both of said levee districts, each new county shall each be entitled to
representation and membership in the proper board or boards.

And in the counties having two judicial districts and from which said
counties two levee commissioners are to be elected, at least one of the
commissioners shall reside in the judicial districts through which the line
of levee runs.

SOURCES: Laws, 1928, ch. 357.

NOTE: Section 1 of Laws, 1982, ch. 310, effective March 1, 1982,
provides as follows:

“The Board of Mississippi Levee Commissioners is hereby authorized to
join the Lower Mississippi Valley Flood Control Association and pay dues
annually. The board is also authorized to join any association or make
contributions to any organization which, in its opinion, can contribute to
the completion of the flood control projects on the rivers in its district.”

SECTION 230. Commissioner qualifications and bond.

All of said commissioners shall be qualified electors of the respective
counties or parts of counties from which they may be chosen, except the
one selected for the Louisville, New Orleans and Texas Railway Company;
and the legislature shall provide that they shall each give bond for the
faithful performance of his duties, and shall fix the penalty thereof; but the
penalty of such bond in no instance shall be fixed at less than ten thousand
dollars, and the sureties thereon shall be freeholders of the district.
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SECTION 231. Election of commissioners.

The levee commissioners shall be elected by the qualified electors of the
respective counties, or parts of counties, from which they may be chosen,
said election to be held in the manner and at the time as may be prescribed
by law.

The term of office of said commissioners shall be four years.

SOURCES: Laws, 1928, ch. 356.

NOTE: Section 1 of Laws, 1983, ch. 317, effective from and after April 15,
1983 (the date the United States Attorney General interposed no objection
under Section 5 of the Voting Rights Act of 1965), provides as follows:

“Section 2, Chapter 85, Laws of 1930, as amended by Section 1, Chapter
574, Laws of 1968, is amended as follows:

“Section 2. (a) Except as may be herein otherwise provided, the general
laws for the election of county officers shall apply to and govern the election
of the commissioners of said levee district from their respective counties and
parts of counties.

“(b) The County Election Commissioners shall have printed on the ballot
for any election provided for hereunder the name of any candidate who
shall have been requested to be a candidate for the office of commissioner
from his county by a petition filed not less than thirty (30) days previous
to the date of the election and signed by not less than fifty (50) qualified
electors of the county and of the levee district wherein the candidate resides.

“(c) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsections (a) and (b) of this
section, if ten (10) days prior to the date of the election, only one (1) person
shall have qualified as a candidate for the office of levee commissioner,
the County Election Commissioners shall certify to the Board of Levee
Commissioners that there is but one (1) candidate. Thereupon, the County
Election Commissioners shall dispense with the election and appoint that
one (1) candidate in lieu of an election. The clerk of the board shall certify
to the Secretary of State the fact of such appointment in lieu of an election,
and the person so appointed shall be commissioned by the Governor.”

SECTION 232. Duties and powers of commissioners.

The commissioners of said levee districts shall have supervision of the
erection, repair, and maintenance of the levees in their respective
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districts, and shall have power to cede all their rights of way and levees and
the maintenance, management and control thereof to the government of
the United States.

SOURCES: Laws, 1900, ch. 200.

SECTION 233.  Appropriation of private property.

The levee boards shall have, and are hereby granted, authority and full
power to appropriate private property in their respective districts for the
purpose of constructing, maintaining, and repairing levees therein; and
when any owner of land, or any other person interested therein, shall
object to the location or building of the levee thereon, or shall claim
compensation for any land that may be taken, or for any damages he may
sustain in consequence thereof, the president, or other proper officer
or agent of such levee board, or owner of such land, or other person
interested therein, may forthwith apply for an assessment of the damages
to which said person claiming the same may be entitled; whereupon the
proceedings as now provided by law shall be taken, viz.: In the Mississippi
levee district, in accordance with the terms and provisions of section
three of an act entitled “An act to amend an act to incorporate the board
of levee commissioners for Bolivar, Washington, and Issaquena counties,
and for other purposes, approved November 27, A.D. 1865, and to revise
acts amendatory thereof,” approved March 13, A.D. 1884; and in the
Yazoo-Mississippi Delta Levee District, in accordance with the terms and
provisions of section three of an act entitled “An act to incorporate the
board of levee commissioners for the Yazoo-Mississippi Delta, and for
other purposes,” approved February 28, A.D. 1884, and the amendments
thereto; but the legislature shall have full power to alter and amend said
several acts, and to provide different manners of procedure.

SECTION 234. Bills changing district boundaries or taxes.

No bill changing the boundaries of the district, or affecting the taxation
or revenue of the Yazoo-Mississippi Delta Levee District, or the Mississippi
levee district, shall be considered by the Legislature unless said bill shall
have been published in some newspaper in the county in which is situated
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the domicile of the board of levee commissioners of the levee district to be
affected thereby, for four weeks prior to the introduction thereof into the
Legislature; and no such bill shall be considered for final passage by either
the Senate or House of Representatives, unless the same shall have been
referred to, and reported on, by an appropriate committee of each house in
which the same may be pending; and no such committee shall consider or
report on any such bill unless publication thereof shall have been made as
aforesaid.

SECTION 235. Report by levee board.

Each levee board shall make, at the end of each fiscal year, to the
Governor of this state, a report showing the condition of the levees and
recommending such additional legislation on the subject of the system as
shall be thought necessary, and showing the receipts and expenditures of
the board, so that each item, the amount and consideration therefor, shall
distinctly appear, together with such other matters as it shall be thought
proper to call to the attention of the Legislature.

SECTION 236. Levee taxes.

The Legislature shall impose for levee purposes, in addition to the levee
taxes heretofore levied or authorized by law, a uniform tax of not less than
two nor more than five cents an acre per annum upon every acre of land
now or hereafter embraced within the limits of either or both of said levee
districts. The taxes so derived shall be paid into the treasury of the levee
board of the district in which the land charged with the same is situated;
and the Legislature, by the act imposing said tax, shall authorize said levee
boards to fix the annual rate of taxation per acre within the limits aforesaid,
and thereby require said levee boards, whenever a reduction is made by
them in their other taxes, to make a proportionate reduction in the acreage
tax hereinbefore mentioned; but said acreage tax shall not be reduced
below two cents an acre per annum; and all reductions in such taxation
shall be uniform in each of said districts; but the rate of taxation need not
be the same in both of them; and such specific taxes shall be assessed on
the same assessment roll, and collected under the same penalties, as ad
valorem taxes for levee purposes, and shall be paid at the same time with
the latter. And no levee board shall ever be permitted to buy lands when
sold for taxes; but the State shall have a prior lien for taxes due thereto.
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The Legislature may provide for the discontinuance of the tax on cotton,
but not in such manner as to affect outstanding bonds based on it, and on
the discontinuance of the tax on cotton, shall impose another tax in lieu
thereof; but the Legislature may repeal the acreage tax required to be levied
hereby after the first day of January, A.D. 1895.

SECTION 237.  System of levee taxation.

The legislature shall have full power to provide such system of taxation
for said levee districts as it shall, from time to time, deem wise and proper.

SECTION 238.  Property exempt from levee taxation.

No property situated between the levee and the Mississippi river shall be
taxed for levee purposes, nor shall damage be paid to any owner of land so
situated because of its being left outside a levee.

SECTION 239. Publication of itemized account.

The Legislature shall require the levee boards to publish at each of their
sessions an itemized account embracing their respective receipts since the
prior session, and such appropriations as have been made or ordered by
them respectively, in some newspaper or newspapers of the district.

ARTICLE 12
FRANCHISE

SECTION 240. Elections to be by ballot.
SECTION 241. Qualifications for electors.
SECTION 241A. Repealed.

SECTION 242. Voter registration.
SECTION 243. Repealed.

SECTION 244. Repealed.
SECTION 244A. Additional qualifications for voter registration.
SECTION 245. Elector qualifications in municipal elections.
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SECTION 246. Regulation of elections.

SECTION 247. Securing fairness in party primary elections
and conventions.

SECTION 248. Remedies for illegal or improper registration.
SECTION 249. Registration required to vote.

SECTION 249A. Government issued photo identification
required to vote.

SECTION 250. Qualified electors eligible for office.
SECTION 251. Time of registration.

SECTION 252. Terms of office; general election dates.
SECTION 253. Restoration of right of suffrage after crime.

SECTION 240. Elections to be by ballot.
All elections by the people shall be by ballot.

SOURCES: 1869 art VI § 1.

SECTION 241. Qualifications for electors.

Every inhabitant of this state, except idiots and insane persons, who
is a citizen of the United States of America, eighteen (18) years old and
upward, who has been a resident of this state for one (1) year, and for one
(1) year in the county in which he offers to vote, and for six (6) months in
the election precinct or in the incorporated city or town in which he offers
to vote, and who is duly registered as provided in this article, and who
has never been convicted of murder, rape, bribery, theft, arson, obtaining
money or goods under false pretense, perjury, forgery, embezzlement or
bigamy, is declared to be a qualified elector, except that he shall be qualified
to vote for President and Vice President of the United States if he meets the
requirements established by Congress therefor and is otherwise a qualified
elector.

SOURCES: Laws, 1935, ch. 117; Laws, 1950, ch. 569; Laws, 1952, ch. 441;
Laws, 1968, ch. 614; Laws, 1972, ch. 626, eff November 22, 1972.
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NOTE: The 1968 amendment to Section 241 of Article 11 of the
Constitution of 1890 was proposed by House Concurrent Resolution No. 5
of the 1968 regular session of the Legislature, and upon ratification by the
electorate on June 4, 1968, was inserted by a proclamation of the Secretary
of State on June 13, 1968, by virtue of the authority vested in him by Section
273 of the Constitution.

The 1972 amendment to Section 241 of Article 11 of the Constitution
of 1890 was proposed by Laws, 1972, ch. 626, being Senate Concurrent
Resolution No. 502 of the 1972 regular session of the Legislature, and
upon ratification by the electorate on November 7, 1972, was inserted by
proclamation of the Secretary of State on November 22, 1972.

SECTION 241A. Repealed.

Repealed by Laws, 1965, Extraordinary Session, ch. 40.

NOTE: Former Section 241A read as follows:

“Section 241A. In addition to all other qualifications required of a person
to be entitled to register for the purpose of becoming a qualified elector, such
person shall be of good moral character.

“The Legislature shall have the power to enforce the provisions of this
section by appropriate legislation.”

Former section 241A was proposed as an additional section to Article 12
of the Constitution by Laws, 1960, ch. 550, and, upon ratification by the
electorate on Nov. 8, 1960, was inserted in the Constitution by proclamation
of the Secretary of State on Nov. 23, 1960. The proposal for the repeal of
the former section was made by Laws, 1965, Extraordinary Session, ch. 40,
and upon the repeal being ratified by the electorate on the third Tuesday of
August, 1965, the Secretary of State, pursuant to authority vested in him by
Section 273 of the Constitution, issued his proclamation setting out the fact
that former section 241-A stood repealed.
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SECTION 242. Voter registration.

The Legislature shall provide by law for the registration of all persons
entitled to vote at any election and shall prescribe an oath or affirmation
as to the truthfulness of the statements of every applicant concerning his
or her qualifications to be registered to vote. Any wilful and corrupt false
statement in said affidavit shall be perjury.

SOURCES: 1869 art VII § 3; Laws, 1965, Extraordinary Session, ch. 40, eff
August 31, 1965.

NOTE: The 1965 amendment to Section 242 of the Constitution to
provide that the legislature shall prescribe the form of oath to be taken
by persons offering to register to vote was proposed by Laws, 1965,
Extraordinary Session, ch. 40, and upon ratification by the electorate on
the third Tuesday in August, 1965, was inserted by proclamation of the
Secretary of State on August 31, 1965, by virtue of the authority vested in
him by Section 273 of the Constitution, as amended.

SECTION 243. Repealed.

Repealed by Laws, 1975, ch. 524, eff December 8, 1975. [Laws, 1922, ch.
156]

NOTE: Former Section 243 provided for a uniform poll tax to be used
solely in aid of common schools.

The repeal of Section 243 of Article 12 of the Constitution of 1890 was
proposed by Laws, 1975, ch. 524 (House Concurrent Resolution No. 46),
and upon ratification by the electorate on November 4, 1975, was deleted
from the Constitution by proclamation of the Secretary of State on
December 8, 1975.

SECTION 244. Repealed.

Repealed by Laws, 1975, ch. 523, eff December 8, 1975. [Laws, 1965,
Extraordinary Session, ch. 40]

NOTE: Former Section 244 provided that, in addition to any other
qualifications, every elector must be able to read and write.
An amendment to Section 244 of the Constitution, which eliminated and
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amended certain qualifications for voting, was proposed by Laws, 1965,
Extraordinary Session, ch. 40, and upon ratification by the electorate on
the third Tuesday in August, 1965, was inserted by proclamation of the
Secretary of State on August 31, 1965, by virtue of the authority vested in
him by Section 273 of the Constitution, as amended.

The repeal of Section 244 of Article 12 of the Constitution of 1890 was
proposed by Laws, 1975, ch. 523 (House Concurrent Resolution No. 45),
and upon ratification by the electorate on November 4, 1975, was deleted
from the Constitution by proclamation of the Secretary of State on
December 8, 1975.

SECTION 244A. Additional qualifications for voter
registration.

The Legislature shall have the power to prescribe and enforce by
appropriate legislation qualifications to be required of persons to vote and
to register to vote in addition to those set forth in this Constitution.

SOURCES: Laws, 1965, Extraordinary Session, ch. 40, eff. August 31,
1965.

NOTE: The amendment to Article 12 of the Constitution, adding Section
244A, to confer upon the legislature power to prescribe and enforce addi-
tional qualifications to be required of persons to register and vote in addi-
tion to those set forth in the Constitution, was proposed by Laws, 1965,
Extraordinary Session, ch. 40, and upon ratification by the electorate on
the third Tuesday in August, 1965, was inserted by proclamation of the Sec-
retary of State on August 31, 1965, by virtue of the authority vested in him
by Section 273 of the Constitution, as amended.

SECTION 245. Elector qualifications in municipal
elections.

Electors in municipal elections shall possess all the qualifications herein
prescribed, and such additional qualifications as may be provided by law.

SECTION 246. Regulation of elections.

Prior to the first day of January, A.D. 1896, the elections by the people in
this state shall be regulated by an ordinance of this convention.
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SECTION 247. Securing fairness in party primary
elections and conventions.

The Legislature shall enact laws to secure fairness in party primary
elections, conventions, or other methods of naming party candidates.

SECTION 248. Remedies for illegal or improper
registration.

Suitable remedies by appeal or otherwise shall be provided by law, to
correct illegal or improper registration and to secure the elective franchise
to those who may be illegally or improperly denied the same.

SECTION 249. Registration required to vote.

No one shall be allowed to vote for members of the Legislature or other
officers who has not been duly registered under the Constitution and laws
of this State, by an officer of this State, legally authorized to register the
voters thereof. And registration under the Constitution and laws of this
state by the proper officers of this state is hereby declared to be an essential
and necessary qualification to vote at any and all elections.

SECTION 249A. Government issued photo identification
required to vote

(1) (a) Except as provided in subsection (2), a qualified elector who votes
in a primary or general election, either in person at the polls or in person
in the office of the circuit clerk, shall present a government issued photo
identification before being allowed to vote.

(b) A qualified elector who does not have a government issued photo
identification and who cannot afford such identification may obtain a state
issued photo identification free of charge from the Mississippi Department
of Public Safety. The elector must show appropriate identifying documents
required by the Mississippi Department of Public Safety as provided by law.

(2) (a) An elector living and voting in a state-licensed care facility shall
not be required to show a government issued photo identification before
being allowed to vote.
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(b) An elector who has a religious objection to being photographed
will be allowed to cast an affidavit ballot, and the elector, within five days
after the election, shall execute an affidavit in the appropriate circuit clerk’s
office athrming that the exemption applies.

(c) An elector who has a government issued photo identification, but
is unable to present that identification when voting, shall file an affidavit
ballot, and the elector, within five days after the election, shall present the
government issued photo identification to the appropriate circuit clerk.

(3) This provision shall not be construed to require photo identification
to register to vote. This provision only requires government issued photo
identification for casting a ballot.

(4) The Legislature shall enact legislation to implement the provisions of
this section of the constitution.

SOURCES: Laws, 2012, ch. 526; Executive Order No. 1074, 2012, eff.
January 9, 2012.

NOTE: During the November 8, 2011, election, a citizen-initiated
Constitutional amendment, Initiative # 27 - Voter Identification, was
approved by a majority of the electors of Mississippi. The Governor, by
Executive Order No. 1074, dated January 9, 2012, directed the Secretary of
State to insert Initiative # 27 in the Mississippi Constitution as Article 12, §
249A.

Article 15§ 273(10) of the Mississippi Constitution provides that
initiatives approved by the electors take effect thirty (30) days from the
date of the official declaration of the vote by the Secretary of State. The
Secretary of State certified the November 8, 2011, election on December 8,
2011.

SECTION 250. Qualified electors eligible for office.

All qualified electors and no others shall be eligible to office, except as
otherwise provided in this Constitution; provided, however, that as to an
office where no other qualification than that of being a qualified elector is
provided by this Constitution, the Legislature may, by law, fix additional
qualifications for such office.

SOURCES: Laws, 1962, ch. 640, eff November 16, 1962.
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NOTE: The 1962 amendment to Section 250 of the Constitution was
proposed by Laws, 1962, ch. 640, and, upon ratification by the electorate at
an election held on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November,
1962, was inserted by Proclamation of the Secretary of State on November
16, 1962, by virtue of the authority vested in him by Section 273 of the
Constitution, as amended.

SECTION 251. Time of registration.

Electors shall not be registered within four months next before any
election at which they may offer to vote; but appeals may be heard and
determined and revision take place at any time prior to the election; and
no person who, in respect to age and residence, would become entitled to
vote within the said four months, shall be excluded from registration on
account of his want of qualification at the time of registration.

NOTE: The provisions of Art. 12, § 251 of the Mississippi Constitution of
1890 that prescribe a period of 4-months registration for qualified electors
before voting in elections are unconstitutional, void and of no effect, as
contrary to the Equal Protection Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment of
the United States Constitution. Ferguson v. Williams, 343 F.Supp. 654, 657
(N.D. Miss. 1972).

SECTION 252. Terms of office; general election dates.

The term of office of all elective officers under this Constitution shall be
four years, except as otherwise provided herein. A general election for all
elective officers shall be held on the Tuesday next after the first Monday
of November, A.D. 1895, and every four years thereafter; Provided, The
Legislature may change the day and date of general elections to any day
and date in October, November or December.

SECTION 253.  Restoration of right of suffrage after crime.

The Legislature may, by a two-thirds vote of both houses, of all members
elected, restore the right of suffrage to any person disqualified by reason of
crime; but the reasons therefor shall be spread upon the journals, and the
vote shall be by yeas and nays.
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ARTICLE 13
APPORTIONMENT

SECTION 254. Senatorial and Representative districts.
SECTION 255. Repealed.
SECTION 256. Repealed.

SECTION 254.  Senatorial and Representative districts.

The Legislature shall at its regular session in the second year following
the 1980 decennial census and every ten (10) years thereafter, and may,
at any other time, by joint resolution, by majority vote of all members of
each house, apportion the state in accordance with the Constitution of the
state and of the United States into consecutively numbered Senatorial and
Representative districts of contiguous territory. The Senate shall consist of
not more than fifty-two (52) Senators, and the House of Representatives
shall consist of not more than one hundred twenty-two (122)
Representatives, the number of members of each house to be determined
by the Legislature. Should the Legislature adjourn without apportioning
itself as required hereby, the Governor by proclamation shall reconvene
the Legislature within thirty (30) days in special apportionment session
which shall not exceed thirty (30) consecutive days, during which no other
business shall be transacted, and it shall be the mandatory duty of the
Legislature to adopt a joint resolution of apportionment. Should a special
apportionment session not adopt a joint resolution of apportionment as
required hereby, a five-member commission consisting of the Chief Justice
of the Supreme Court as chairman, the Attorney General, the Secretary of
State, the speaker of the House of Representatives and the president pro
tempore of the Senate shall immediately convene and within one hundred
eighty (180) days of the adjournment of such special apportionment
session apportion the Legislature, which apportionment shall be final upon
filing with the office of the Secretary of State. Each apportionment shall
be effective for the next regularly scheduled elections of members of the
Legislature.

SOURCES: Laws, 1962, 2d Extraordinary Session, ch. 57, eft February 13,
1963; Laws, 1977, 2d Extraordinary Session, ch. 27, eff November 30, 1979.
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NOTE: Laws, 1962, 1st Extraordinary Session, ch. 18, which proposed
the repeal of this section of the constitution, was not approved by the
electorate.

The 1962 amendment to Section 254 of the Constitution was proposed by
Laws, 1962, 2d Extraordinary Session, ch. 57, and, upon ratification by the
electorate on Feb. 15, 1963, was inserted by a proclamation of the Secretary
of State on Feb. 13, 1963, by virtue of the authority vested in him by Section
273 of the Constitution, as amended.

Laws, 1962, 2d Extraordinary Session, ch. 57, also provides as follows:
“Be it further resolved, that it is the intent of this Resolution to provide
by constitutional amendment for the apportionment of Senators and
Representatives to be elected in 1963 to take office the first Tuesday after
the first Monday of January, 1964, and thereafter, and nothing contained
herein shall serve to or be construed to shorten or otherwise affect the term
of office of any Senator or Representative presently serving in that capacity.
The constitutional amendments submitted herewith shall, if approved, be
self-executing for the purpose of providing for Senatorial and legislative
representation to be elected in 1963 in the event implementing legislation is
not enacted and approved.”

In a 1966 decision of a three-judge federal court, Connor v. Johnson,

256 F Supp 962, supp op 265 F Supp 492, the provisions of this section, as
amended, were declared to be unconstitutional and invalid for all future
elections of members of the House of Representatives.

The 1977 amendment to Section 254 of the Mississippi Constitution
of 1890 was proposed by Laws, 1977, 2d Extraordinary Session, ch. 27,
(Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 507), and upon ratification by the
electorate on November 6, 1979.

112



APPORTIONMENT ART. 13, SEC. 255

SECTION 255. Repealed.

Repealed by Laws, 1977, 2d Extraordinary Session, ch. 27, eff November

30, 1979. [Laws, 1916, 2d Extraordinary Session, ch. 160; Laws, 1962, 2d
Extraordinary Session, ch. 57]

NOTE: Former Section 255, as amended effective February 13, 1963,
provided that there were 52 Senators, enumerated and described the

Senatorial districts, and provided for further reapportionment following
the Federal Census of 1970.

Laws, 1962, 1st Extraordinary Session, ch. 18, which also proposed to
amend this section of the constitution, was not approved by the electorate.

The 1962 amendment to Section 255 of the Constitution was proposed
by Laws, 1962, 2d Extraordinary Session, ch. 57, and, upon ratification
by the electorate on Feb. 5, 1963, was inserted by a proclamation of the
Secretary of State on Feb. 13, 1963, by virtue of the authority vested in him
by Section 273 of the Constitution, as amended.

Laws, 1962, 2d Extraordinary Session, ch. 57, also provides as follows:
“Be it further resolved, that it is the intent of this Resolution to provide
by constitutional amendment for the apportionment of Senators and
Representatives to be elected in 1963 to take office the first Tuesday after
the first Monday of January, 1964, and thereafter, and nothing contained
herein shall serve to or be construed to shorten or otherwise affect the term
of office of any Senator or Representative presently serving in that capacity.
The constitutional amendments submitted herewith shall, if approved, be
self-executing for the purpose of providing for Senatorial and legislative
representation to be elected in 1963 in the event implementing legislation
is not enacted and approved.”

In a 1966 decision of a three-judge federal court, Connor v. Johnson,
256 F Supp 962, supp op 265 F Supp 492, the provisions of this section, as
amended, were declared to be unconstitutional and invalid for all future
elections of members of the Senate.

The repeal of Section 255 of Article 13 of the Mississippi Constitution
of 1890 was proposed by Laws, 1977, 2d Extraordinary Session, ch. 27,
being Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 57 of the second extraordinary
session of the 1977 Legislature, and upon ratification by the electorate on
November 6, 1979, was deleted from the Constitution by proclamation of
the Secretary of State on November 30, 1979.
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SECTION 256. Repealed.

Repealed by Laws, 1962, 2d Extraordinary Session, ch. 57, eff February 13,
1963.

NOTE: Former Section 256 read as follows:

“Section 256. The legislature may, at the first session after the Federal
census of 1900, and decennially, thereafter, make a new apportionment
of Senators and Representatives. At each apportionment each county
then organized shall have at least one Representative. The counties of
Tishomingo, Alcorn, Prentiss, Lee, [tawamba, Tippah, Union, Benton,
Marshall, Lafayette, Pontotoc, Monroe, Chickasaw, Calhoun, Yalobusha,
Grenada, Carroll, Montgomery, Choctaw, Webster, Clay, Lowndes and
Oktibbeha, or the territory now composing them, shall together never
have less than forty-four Representatives. The counties of Attala, Winston,
Noxubee, Kemper, Leake, Neshoba, Lauderdale, Newton, Scott, Rankin,
Clarke, Jasper, Smith, Simpson, Copiah, Franklin, Lincoln, Lawrence,
Covington, Jones, Wayne, Greene, Perry, Marion, Pike, Pearl River,
Hancock, Harrison, and Jackson, or the territory now composing them,
shall together never have less than forty-four Representatives; nor shall
the remaining counties of the state, or the territory now composing them,
ever have less than forty-four Representatives. A reduction in the number
of Senators and Representatives may be made by the legislature if the
same be uniform in each of the three said divisions; but the number of
Representatives shall not be less than one hundred, nor more than one
hundred and thirty-three, nor the number of Senators less than thirty, nor
more than forty-five, provided that new counties hereafter created shall be
given at least one Representative until the next succeeding apportionment.”

The repeal of Section 256 of the Constitution was proposed by Laws,
1962, 2d Extraordinary Session, ch. 57, and the repeal became effective
upon ratification of the proposal by the electorate on Feb. 5, 1963, and the
certification thereof by a proclamation by the Secretary of State on Feb. 13,
1963.

Laws, 1962, 2d Extraordinary Session, ch. 57, also provides as follows:

“Be it further resolved, that it is the intent of this Resolution to provide
by constitutional amendment for the apportionment of Senators and
Representatives to be elected in 1963 to take office the first Tuesday after
the first Monday of January, 1964, and thereafter, and nothing contained
herein shall serve to or be construed to shorten or otherwise affect the term
of office of any Senator or Representative presently serving in that capacity.
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The constitutional amendments submitted herewith shall, if approved,
be self-executing for the purpose of providing for Senatorial and legislative
representation to be elected in 1963 in the event implementing legislation is
not enacted and approved.”

Laws, 1962, 1st Extraordinary Session, ch. 18, which proposed to amend
former § 256 of the Constitution, was not approved by the electorate.

ARTICLE 14
GENERAL PROVISIONS

SECTION 257. Commencement of political year.
SECTION 258. Credit of State.
SECTION 259. Removal of county seat.

SECTION 260. Formation of new county; changing judicial
districts.

SECTION 261. Expenses of criminal prosecutions; fines,
forfeitures and costs.

SECTION 262. Asylums for the aged or infirm.
SECTION 263. Repealed.

SECTION 263A. Marriage defined as only between a man
and a woman.

SECTION 264. Qualifications of grand and petit jurors.

SECTION 265. Denial of Supreme Being disqualification to
hold office.

SECTION 266. Holding office under federal or foreign
government.

SECTION 267. Devotion of time to office.
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SECTION 268. Oath of office.

SECTION 269. Repealed.

SECTION 270. Repealed.

SECTION 271. Consolidation of counties.

SECTION 272. Repealed.

SECTION 272A. Retirement systems.

SECTION 257. Commencement of political year.

The political year of the state of Mississippi shall commence on the first
Monday of January in each year.

SOURCES: 1869 art IV § 6, and art XII § 1.

SECTION 258. Credit of State.

The credit of the State shall not be pledged or loaned in aid of any person,
association, or corporation; and the State shall not become a stockholder
in any corporation or association, nor assume, redeem, secure, or pay any
indebtedness or pretended indebtedness alleged to be due by the State of
Mississippi to any person, association, or corporation whatsoever, claiming
the same as owners, holders, or assignees of any bond or bonds, now
generally known as “Union Bank” bonds and “Planters Bank” bonds.

SOURCES: 1832 art VII § 9; 1869 art XII § 5 and amendment 1.

SECTION 259. Removal of county seat.

No county seat shall be removed unless such removal be authorized
by two-thirds of the electors of the county voting therefor; but when the
proposed removal shall be toward the center of the county, it may be made
when a majority of the electors participating in the election shall vote
therefor.
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SECTION 260. Formation of new county; changing
judicial districts.

No new county shall be formed unless a majority of the qualified electors
voting in each part of the county or counties proposed to be dismembered
and embraced in the new county, shall separately vote therefor; nor shall
the boundary of any judicial district in a county be changed, unless, at an
election held for that purpose, two-thirds of those voting assent thereto.
The elections provided for in this and the section next preceding shall not
be held in any county oftener than once in four years. No new county shall
contain less than four hundred square miles; nor shall any existing county
be reduced below that size.

SOURCES: 1817 art VI § 19; 1832 art VII § 17; 1869 art IV § 37.

SECTION 261.  Expenses of criminal prosecutions; fines,
forfeitures and costs.

The expenses of criminal prosecutions shall be borne by the county
in which such prosecution shall be begun; and all fines and forfeitures
shall be paid into the treasury of such county. Defendants, in cases of
conviction, may be taxed with the costs.

SOURCES: Laws, 1966, ch. 732, eff June 20, 1966.

NOTE: The 1966 amendment to Section 261 of the Constitution was
proposed by Laws, 1966, ch. 732 (Senate Concurrent Resolution No.
115), adopted at the Regular Session of 1966, and, upon ratification
by the electorate at an election held on June 7, 1966, was inserted by
Proclamation of the Secretary of State on June 20, 1966, by virtue of the
authority vested in him by Section 273 of the Constitution, as amended.

SECTION 262. Asylums for the aged or infirm.

The board of supervisors shall have power to provide homes or farms as
asylums for those persons who, by reason of age, infirmity, or misfortune,
may have claims upon the sympathy and aid of society; and the Legislature
shall enact suitable laws to prevent abuses by those having the care of such
persons.

SOURCES: 1869 art XII § 29.
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SECTION 263. Repealed.
Repealed by Laws, 1987, ch. 672, eff December 4, 1987.

NOTE: Former Section 263 declared a marriage void between a white
person and negro or mulatto with one-eighth or more of negro blood.

The repeal of Section 263 of Article 14 of the Mississippi Constitution of
1890 was proposed by Laws, 1987, ch. 672 (House Concurrent Resolution
No. 13), and upon ratification by the electorate on November 3, 1987, was
deleted from the Constitution by proclamation of the Secretary of State on
December 4, 1987.

SECTION 263A. Marriage defined as only between a man
and a woman.

Marriage may take place and may be valid under the laws of this State
only between a man and a woman. A marriage in another State or foreign
jurisdiction between persons of the same gender, regardless of when the
marriage took place, may not be recognized in this State and is void and
unenforceable under the laws of this State.

SOURCES: Laws, 2004, ch. 620.

SECTION 264. Qualifications of grand and petit jurors.

The Legislature shall, by law, provide for the qualifications of grand and
petit jurors. The Legislature shall provide, by law, for procuring a list of
persons so qualified, and the drawing therefrom of grand and petit jurors.
After February 1, 1973, grand jurors may serve both in termtime and
vacation and any circuit judge may empanel a grand jury in termtime or in
vacation.

SOURCES: Laws, 1960, ch. 502; Laws, 1972, ch. 538, eff November 22,
1972.

NOTE: The 1960 amendment to Section 264 of the Constitution was
proposed by Laws, 1960, ch. 502, and, upon ratification by the electorate
on Nov. 8, 1960, was inserted by Proclamation of the Secretary of State on
Nov. 23, 1960, by virtue of the authority vested in him by Section 273 of the
Constitution, as amended.

The 1972 amendment to Section 264 of Article 14 of the Constitution
of 1890 was proposed by Laws, 1972, ch. 538, being House Concurrent
Resolution No. 4 of the 1972 regular session of the Legislature, and upon

118



GENERAL PROVISIONS ART. 14, SEC. 268

ratification by the electorate, was inserted by proclamation of the Secretary
of State on November 22, 1972.

SECTION 265. Denial of Supreme Being disqualification
to hold office.

No person who denies the existence of a Supreme Being shall hold any
office in this State.

SOURCES: 1817 art VI § 6; 1832 art VII § 5; 1869 art XII § 3.

SECTION 266. Holding office under federal or foreign
government.

No person holding or exercising the rights or powers of any office of
honor or profit, either in his own right or as a deputy, or while otherwise
acting for or in the name or by the authority of another, under any foreign
government, or under the government of the United States, shall hold or
exercise in any way the rights and powers of any office of honor or profit
under the laws or authority of this State, except notaries, commissioners of
deeds, and United States commissioners.

SOURCES: 1817 art IIT § 27 and art VI § 15; 1832 art VII § 13; 1869 art XII
$ 3.

SECTION 267. Devotion of time to office.

No person elected or appointed to any office or employment of
profit under the laws of this state, or by virtue of any ordinance of any
municipality of this state, shall hold such office or employment without
personally devoting his time to the performance of the duties thereof.

SECTION 268. Oath of office.

All officers elected or appointed to any office in this State, except judges
and members of the Legislature, shall, before entering upon the discharge
of the duties thereof, take and subscribe the following oath: “I, ,
do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully support the Constitution
of the United States and the Constitution of the State of Mississippi, and
obey the laws thereof; that I am not disqualified from holding the office
of ; that I will faithfully discharge the duties of the office upon
which I am about to enter. So help me God”

SOURCES: 1817 art VI § 1; 1832 art VII § 1; 1869 art XII § 26.

119



ART. 14, SEC. 269 MISSISSIPPI CONSTITUTION

SECTION 269. Repealed.

NOTE: Former Section 269 read as follows:

“Section 269. Every devise or bequest of lands, tenements, or
hereditaments, or any interest therein, of freehold or less than freehold,
either present or future, vested or contingent, or of any money directed
to be raised by the sale thereof, contained in any last will and testament,
or codicil, or other testamentary writing, in favor of any religious
or ecclesiastical corporation, sole or aggregate, or any religious or
ecclesiastical society, or to any religious denomination or association
of persons, or to any person or body politic, in trust, either express or
implied, secret or resulting, either for the use and benefit of such religious
corporation, society, denomination, or association, or for the purpose of
being given or appropriated to charitable uses or purposes, shall be null
and void, and the heir at law shall take the same property so devised or
bequeathed, as though no testamentary disposition had been made.”

The repeal of Section 269 of the Constitution was proposed by a
concurrent resolution passed at the 1938 extraordinary session of the
legislature, and, upon ratification of the proposal by the electorate on
November 7, 1939, the repeal became effective by virtue of Laws, 1940, ch.
325.

SECTION 270. Repealed.

Repealed by Laws, 1992, ch. 614, eff December 8, 1992. [Laws, 1940, ch.
326; 1987, ch. 670]

NOTE: Former Section 270, as amended in 1987, read as follows:

“Section 270. Any person may, by will, bequeath or devise all or any
portion of his estate to any charitable, religious, educational or civil
institutions, subject to any statutory rights of surviving spouses and minor
children and such other exceptions as may be prescribed by general law;
provided that, in all cases, the will containing such bequest or devise must be
executed at least one hundred and eighty (180) days before the death of the
testator, or such bequest or devise shall be void.

“Provided, however, that any land devised, not in violation of this section,
to any charitable, religious, educational, or civil institution may be legally
owned, and further may be held by the devisee for a period of not longer
than ten (10) years after such devise becomes effective as a fee simple or
possessory interest, during which time such land and improvements thereon
shall be taxed as any other land held by any other person, unless exempted

by some specific statute.”
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The 1987 amendment was proposed by Laws, 1987, ch. 670 (House
Concurrent Resolution No. 7), and upon ratification by the electorate
on November 3, 1987, was inserted as part of the Constitution by
proclamation of the Secretary of State on December 4, 1987.

The repeal of Section 270 of Article 14 of the Mississippi Constitution of
1890 was proposed by Laws, 1992, ch. 614 (House Concurrent Resolution
No. 86), and upon ratification by the electorate on November 3, 1992, was
deleted from the Constitution by proclamation of the Secretary of State on
December 8, 1992.

SECTION 271. Consolidation of counties.

The Legislature may provide by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the elected
members of the House of Representatives and of the Senate for the
consolidation of existing counties of the State, provided, however, that such
counties combined must be adjoining.

SOURCES: Laws, 1966, ch. 691, eff November 23, 1966.

NOTE: The 1966 amendment to Section 271 of the Constitution, which
vests the Legislature with exclusive authority to consolidate existing
counties, was proposed by House Concurrent Resolution No. 36, adopted
at the 1966 regular session of the Legislature, and upon ratification by
the electorate on November 8, 1966, was inserted by proclamation of the
Secretary of State on November 23, 1966, by virtue of the authority vested
in him by Section 273 of the Constitution, as amended.

SECTION 272. Repealed.

Repealed by Laws, 1990, ch. 691, eft December 19, 1990. [Laws, 1922, ch.
157]

NOTE: Former Section 272 provided for pensions to confederate soldiers
and sailors who enlisted and honorably served in the civil war and for the
widows thereof.

The repeal of Section 272 of Article 14 of the Mississippi Constitution of
1890 was proposed by Laws, 1990, ch. 691 (Senate Concurrent Resolution
No. 519), and upon ratification by the electorate on November 6, 1990, was
deleted from the Constitution by proclamation of the Secretary of State on
December 19, 1990.
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SECTION 272A. Retirement systems.

(1) All of the assets, proceeds or income of the Public Employees’
Retirement System of Mississippi and the Mississippi Highway Safety
Patrol Retirement System or any successor systems, and all contributions
and payments made to the systems to provide for retirement and related
benefits shall be held, invested as authorized by law, or disbursed as in
trust for the exclusive purpose of providing for such benefits, refunds and
administrative expenses under the management of the board of trustees
of the systems, and shall not be encumbered for or diverted to any other
purposes.

(2) Legislation shall not be enacted increasing benefits under the Public
Employees’ Retirement System of Mississippi and the Mississippi Highway
Safety Patrol Retirement System in any manner unless funds are available
therefor, or unless concurrent provisions are made for funding any such
increase in accordance with a prior certification of the cost by the board of
trustees of the systems based on accepted actuarial standards.

SOURCES: Laws, 1985, ch. 618, eff November 20, 1986.

NOTE: The insertion of Section 272A in Article 14 of the Mississippi
Constitution of 1890 was proposed by Laws, 1985, ch. 618 (Senate
Concurrent Resolution No. 518), and upon ratification by the electorate
on November 4, 1986, was inserted as part of the Constitution by
proclamation of the Secretary of State on November 20, 1986.
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ARTICLE 15
AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION

IN GENERAL . ...uuotiniitinnintentenninnensensensessessessessessessessessesssssessessassessesss 273
SCHEDULE .....uuiiiiriinneininnnnsessessssnssessssnssssssssssessssssssssssssssssssssnsns 274

IN GENERAL
SECTION 273. Amendment process.

(1) Amendments to this Constitution may be proposed by the
Legislature or by initiative of the people.

(2) Whenever two-thirds (2/3) of each house of the Legislature,
which two-thirds (2/3) shall consist of not less than a majority of the
members elected to each house, shall deem any change, alteration or
amendment necessary to this Constitution, such proposed amendment,
change or alteration shall be read and passed by two-thirds (2/3) vote
of each house, as herein provided; public notice shall then be given by
the Secretary of State at least thirty (30) days preceding an election, at
which the qualified electors shall vote directly for or against such change,
alteration or amendment, and if more than one (1) amendment shall be
submitted at one (1) time, they shall be submitted in such manner and
form that the people may vote for or against each amendment separately;
and, notwithstanding the division of the Constitution into sections, the
Legislature may provide in its resolution for one or more amendments
pertaining and relating to the same subject or subject matter, and may
provide for one or more amendments to an article of the Constitution
pertaining and relating to the same subject or subject matter, which may
be included in and voted on as one (1) amendment; and if it shall appear
that a majority of the qualified electors voting directly for or against the
same shall have voted for the proposed change, alteration or amendment,
then it shall be inserted as a part of the Constitution by proclamation of
the Secretary of State certifying that it received the majority vote required
by the Constitution; and the resolution may fix the date and direct the
calling of elections for the purposes hereof.
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(3) The people reserve unto themselves the power to propose and
enact constitutional amendments by initiative. An initiative to amend the
Constitution may be proposed by a petition signed over a twelve-month
period by qualified electors equal in number to at least twelve percent
(12%) of the votes for all candidates for Governor in the last gubernatorial
election. The signatures of the qualified electors from any congressional
district shall not exceed one-fifth (1/5) of the total number of signatures
required to qualify an initiative petition for placement upon the ballot.
If an initiative petition contains signatures from a single congressional
district which exceed one-fifth (1/5) of the total number of required
signatures, the excess number of signatures from that congressional district
shall not be considered by the Secretary of State in determining whether
the petition qualifies for placement on the ballot.

(4) The sponsor of an initiative shall identify in the text of the initiative
the amount and source of revenue required to implement the initiative. If
the initiative requires a reduction in any source of government revenue,
or a reallocation of funding from currently funded programs, the sponsor
shall identify in the text of the initiative the program or programs whose
funding must be reduced or eliminated to implement the initiative.
Compliance with this requirement shall not be a violation of the subject
matter requirements of this section of the Constitution.

(5) The initiative process shall not be used:

(a) For the proposal, modification or repeal of any portion of the Bill
of Rights of this Constitution;

(b) To amend or repeal any law or any provision of the Constitution
relating to the Mississippi Public Employees’ Retirement System;

(c) To amend or repeal the constitutional guarantee that the right of
any person to work shall not be denied or abridged on account of
membership or nonmembership in any labor union or organization;
or

(d) To modify the initiative process for proposing amendments to
this Constitution.

(6) The Secretary of State shall file with the Clerk of the House and the
Secretary of the Senate the complete text of the certified initiative on the
first day of the regular session. A constitutional initiative may be adopted
by a majority vote of each house of the Legislature. If the initiative is
adopted, amended or rejected by the Legislature; or if no action is taken
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within four (4) months of the date that the initiative is filed with the
Legislature, the Secretary of State shall place the initiative on the ballot for
the next statewide general election.

The chief legislative budget officer shall prepare a fiscal analysis of each
initiative and each legislative alternative. A summary of each fiscal analysis
shall appear on the ballot.

(7) If the Legislature amends an initiative, the amended version and
the original initiative shall be submitted to the electors. An initiative or
legislative alternative must receive a majority of the votes thereon and
not less than forty percent (40%) of the total votes cast at the election at
which the measure was submitted to be approved. If conflicting initiatives
or legislative alternatives are approved at the same election, the initiative
or legislative alternative receiving the highest number of affirmative votes
shall prevail.

(8) If an initiative measure proposed to the Legislature has been
rejected by the Legislature and an alternative measure is passed by the
Legislature in lieu thereof, the ballot titles of both such measures shall
be so printed on the official ballots that a voter can express separately
two (2) preferences: First, by voting for the approval of either measure or
against both measures, and, secondly, by voting for one measure or the
other measure. If the majority of those voting on the first issue is against
both measures, then both measures fail, but in that case the votes on the
second issue nevertheless shall be carefully counted and made public. If
a majority voting on the first issue is for the approval of either measure,
then the measure receiving a majority of the votes on the second issue and
also receiving not less than forty percent (40%) of the total votes cast at the
election at which the measure was submitted for approval shall be law. Any
person who votes for the ratification of either measure on the first issue
must vote for one (1) of the measures on the second issue in order for the
ballot to be valid. Any person who votes against both measures on the first
issue may vote but shall not be required to vote for any of the measures
on the second issue in order for the ballot to be valid. Substantially the
following form shall be a compliance with this subsection:
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INITIATED BY PETITION AND ALTERNATIVE BY

LEGISLATURE
Initiative Measure No. , entitled (here insert the ballot title of
the initiative measure).
Alternative Measure No. A, entitled (here insert the ballot title

of the alternative measure).

VOTE FOR APPROVAL OF EITHER, OR AGAINST BOTH:

FOR APPROVAL OF EITHER Initiative No.
OR Alternative No. A ()

AGAINST Both Initiative No.

AND Alternative No. A e ()
AND VOTE FOR ONE

FOR Initiative Measure NO. __ .ccovvvevveeeeeeeereeeeeneee. ()

FOR Alternative Measure No. Ao, ()

(9) No more than five (5) initiative proposals shall be submitted to the
voters on a single ballot, and the first five (5) initiative proposals submitted
to the Secretary of State with sufficient petitions shall be the proposals
which are submitted to the voters. The sufficiency of petitions shall be
decided in the first instance by the Secretary of State, subject to review by
the Supreme Court of the state, which shall have original and exclusive
jurisdiction over all such cases.

(10) An initiative approved by the electors shall take effect thirty (30)
days from the date of the official declaration of the vote by the Secretary of
State, unless the measure provides otherwise.

(11) If any amendment to the Constitution proposed by initiative
petition is rejected by a majority of the qualified electors voting thereon,
no initiative petition proposing the same, or substantially the same,
amendment shall be submitted to the electors for at least two (2) years after
the date of the election on such amendment.

(12) The Legislature shall provide by law the manner in which initiative
petitions shall be circulated, presented and certified. To prevent signature
fraud and to maintain the integrity of the initiative process the state has a
compelling interest in insuring that no person shall circulate an initiative
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petition or obtain signatures on an initiative petition unless the person

is a resident of this state at the time of circulation. For the purposes of

this subsection the term “resident” means a person who is domiciled in
Mississippi as evidenced by an intent to maintain a principal dwelling

place in Mississippi indefinitely and to return to Mississippi if temporarily
absent, coupled with an act or acts consistent with that intent. Every person
who circulates an initiative petition shall print and sign his name on each
page of an initiative petition, or an a separate page attached to each page,
certifying that he was a resident of this state at the time of circulating the
petition. The Secretary of State shall refuse to accept for filing any page of
an initiative petition upon which the signatures appearing thereon were
obtained by a person who was not a resident of this state at the time of
circulating the petition, and an initiative measure shall not be placed on the
ballot if the Secretary of State determines that without such signatures the
petition clearly bears an insufficient number of signatures. The provisions
of this subsection (12) shall be applicable to all initiative measures that
have not been placed on the ballot at the time this proposed amendment is
ratified by the electorate.

(13) The Legislature may enact laws to carry out the provisions of this
section but shall in no way restrict or impair the provisions of this section
or the powers herein reserved to the people.

SOURCES: 1817 art “Mode of Revising,” etc. § 1; 1832 art “Mode

of Revising,” etc. § 1; 1869 art 13; Laws, 1912 ch. 416; Laws, 1959,
Extraordinary Session, ch. 78; Laws, 1989, ch. 702; Laws, 1992, ch. 715;
Laws, 1998, ch. 619, eff November 30, 1998.

NOTE: The 1958 amendment to Section 273 of Article 15 the Constitution
of 1890 was proposed by Laws, 1958, ch. 629, for submission to the electors
of the State in an election held on August 26, 1958, and, upon ratification
by the electorate at said election, was inserted by Laws, 1959, ch. 78,
Extraordinary Session.

The 1989 amendment to Section 273 of Article 15 of the Constitution of
1890 was proposed by Laws, 1989, ch. 702 (Senate Concurrent Resolution
No. 513). The electorate, however, rejected the proposed amendment on
June 20, 1989.

The 1992 amendment of Section 273 in Article 15 of the Mississippi
Constitution of 1890, was proposed by Laws, 1992, ch. 715 (Senate
Concurrent Resolution No. 516), and upon ratification by the electorate on
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November 3, 1992, was inserted as part of the Constitution by
proclamation of the Secretary of State on December 8, 1992.

Laws, 1998, ch. 619 (House Concurrent Resolution No. 61), provides in
pertinent part:

“BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That this proposed amendment shall be
submitted by the Secretary of State to the qualified electors at an election
to be held on the first Tuesday after the first Monday of November 1998, as
provided by Section 273 of the Constitution and by general law.

“BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the explanation of this proposed
amendment for the ballot shall read as follows: ‘This proposed
constitutional amendment provides that only a person who is a resident
of this state may circulate an initiative petition or obtain signatures on
a initiative petition for the purpose of proposing an amendment to the
Mississippi Constitution.

“BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Attorney General of the State of
Mississippi shall submit this resolution, immediately upon adoption by the
Legislature, to the Attorney General of the United States or to the United
States District Court for the District of Columbia, in accordance with the
provisions of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, as amended and extended.”

The 1998 amendment of Section 273 in Article 15 of the Mississippi
Constitution of 1890, was proposed by Laws, 1998, ch. 619 (House
Concurrent Resolution No. 61), and upon ratification by the electorate
on November 3, 1998, was inserted as part of the Constitution by
proclamation of the Secretary of State on November 30, 1998.
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SECTION 274.
SECTION 275.
SECTION 276.

SECTION 277.
SECTION 278.
SECTION 279.

SECTION 280.
SECTION 281.
SECTION 282.
SECTION 283.
SECTION 284.
SECTION 285.

ART. 15, SEC. 274

SCHEDULE

Laws to remain in force.
Repeal of laws repugnant to Constitution.

Laws repugnant to franchise and election
provisions.

Laws repugnant to apportionment provisions.
Appointment of persons to draft laws.

Continuation of writs, actions and causes of
action.

Jurisdiction of courts in preexisting actions.
Accrual of fines, penalties and forfeitures.
Preexisting bonds remain binding.

Crimes and misdemeanors.

Continuation in office.

Abrogated or repealed laws not revived.

SECTIONS 286 and 287. Renumbered.

That no inconvenience may arise from the changes in the Constitution of
this state, in order to carry the new Constitution into complete operation,
it is hereby declared that —

SECTION 274.

Laws to remain in force.

The laws of this State now in force, not repugnant to this Constitution,
shall remain in force until amended or repealed by the Legislature, or
until they expire by limitation. All statute laws of this State repugnant to
the provisions of this Constitution, except as provided in the next three
sections, shall continue and remain in force until the first day of April,
A.D. 1892, unless sooner repealed by the Legislature.
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SECTION 275.  Repeal of laws repugnant to Constitution.

All laws of this State which are repugnant to the following portions of
this Constitution shall be repealed by the adoption of this Constitution,
to-wit: Laws repugnant to —

(a) All the ordinances of this convention;

(b) The provisions of Section 183, prohibiting counties, cities, and
towns from voting subscriptions to railroad and other corporations or
associations;

(c) The provisions of Sections 223 [Repealed] to 226, inclusive, of
Article 10, prohibiting the leasing of penitentiary convicts.

SECTION 276. Laws repugnant to franchise and election
provisions.

All laws of the State which are repugnant to the provisions of Sections
240 to 253, inclusive, of Article 12, on the subject of franchise and
elections, shall be and remain in force until the first day of January, A.D.
1891, and no longer.

SECTION 277. Laws repugnant to apportionment
provisions.

All laws of this State which are repugnant to the provisions of Article 13,
Sections 254 to 256 [Repealed], inclusive, on the subject of apportionment
of Representatives and Senators in the Legislature shall be and remain in
force until the first day of October, A.D. 1891, but no longer.

SECTION 278. Appointment of persons to draft laws.

The Governor shall, as soon as practicable, appoint three suitable
persons, learned in the law, as commissioners, whose duty it shall
be to prepare and draft such general laws as are contemplated in this
Constitution, and such other laws as shall be necessary and proper to put
into operation the provisions thereof and as may be appropriate to conform
the general statutes of the State to the Constitution. Said commissioners
shall present the same, when prepared, to the Legislature at its next
regular session; and the Legislature shall provide reasonable compensation
therefor.
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SECTION 279. Continuation of writs, actions and causes
of action.

All writs, actions, causes of action, proceedings, prosecutions, and rights
of individuals and bodies corporate, and of the state, and charters of
incorporation shall continue; and all indictments which shall have been
found, or which shall hereafter be found, and all prosecutions begun, or
that may be begun, for any crime or offense committed before the adoption
of this Constitution may be proceeded with and upon as if no change had
taken place.

SECTION 280. Jurisdiction of courts in preexisting actions.

For the trial and determination of all suits, civil and criminal, begun
before the adoption of this Constitution, the several courts of this state
shall continue to exercise in said suits the powers and jurisdictions
heretofore exercised by them; for all other matters said courts are
continued as organized courts under this Constitution, with such powers
and jurisdiction as is herein conferred on them respectively.

SECTION 281.  Accrual of fines, penalties and forfeitures.

All fines, penalties, forfeitures, and escheats, accruing to the State of
Mississippi under the Constitution and laws heretofore in force shall
accrue to the use of the state of Mississippi under this Constitution, except
as herein otherwise provided.

SECTION 282. Preexisting bonds remain binding.

All recognizances, bonds, obligations, and all other instruments entered
into or executed before the adoption of this Constitution, to the State of
Mississippi, or to any state, county, public or municipal officer or body;,
shall remain binding and valid, and the rights and liabilities upon the same
shall be continued, and may be prosecuted as provided by law.
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SECTION 283. Crimes and misdemeanors.

All crimes and misdemeanors and penal actions shall be tried,
prosecuted, and punished as though no change had taken place, until
otherwise provided by law.

SECTION 284. Continuation in office.

All officers — state, district, county, and municipal — now in office in
this State, shall be entitled to hold the respective offices now held by them,
except as otherwise herein provided, and until the expiration of the time
for which they were respectively elected or appointed, and shall receive
the compensation and fees now fixed by the statute laws in force when this
Constitution is adopted.

SECTION 285. Abrogated or repealed laws not revived.

The adoption of this Constitution shall not have the effect, nor shall it
be construed, to revive or put in force any law heretofore abrogated or
repealed.

This Constitution, adopted by the people of Mississippi in convention
assembled, shall be in force and effect from and after this, the first day of
November, A.D. 1890.

S.S. CALHOON,
President and Delegate
from Hinds County.

R. F. ABBAY, Delegate from Tunica county.

J. L. ALCORN, Delegate from Coahoma county.

R. H. ALLEN, Delegate from Tishomingo county.

D. B. ARNOLD, Delegate from Panola county.
ARTHUR ABBINGTON, Delegate from Jones county.
JNO. A. BAILEY, Delegate from Lauderdale county.
JNO. R. BAIRD, Delegate from Sunflower county.
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W. L. BASSETT, Delegate from Neshoba county.

D. R. BARNETT, Delegate from Yazoo county.

T. P. BELL, Delegate from Kemper county.

J. R. BINFORD, Delegate from Montgomery county.
H. I. BIRD, Delegate from Lawrence county.

JOHN A. BLAIR, Delegate from state at large.

B. B. BOONE, Delegate from Prentiss county.

J. B. BOOTHE, Delegate from state at large.

W. A. BOYD, Delegate from Tippah county.

D. BUNCH, Delegate from Yazoo county.

R. B. CAMPBELL, Delegate from Washington county.
J. P. CARTER, Delegate from Perry county.

J. B. CHRISMAN, Delegate from Lincoln county.

C. S. COFFEY, Delegate from Jefferson county.

J. W. CUTRER, Delegate from Coahoma county.
MARYE DABNEY, Delegate from Warren county.

R. A. DEAN, Delegate from Lafayette county.
WALTER M. DENNY, Delegate from Jackson county.
GEO. G. DILLARD, Delegate from Noxubee county.
GEO. L. DONALD, Delegate from Clarke county.

G. W. DYER, Delegate from Panola county.

J. W. EDWARDS, Delegate from Oktibbeha county.
A.J. ERVIN, Delegate from Lowndes county.

W. S. ESKRIDGE, Delegate from Tallahatchie county.
W. S. FARISH, Delegate from Issaquena county.

D. S. FEARING, Delegate from Hinds county.

W. S. FEATHERSTON, Delegate from Marshall county.
J. E. FERGUSON, Delegate from Newton county.
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JNO. W. FEWELL, Delegate from state at large.
GEO. J. FINLEY, Delegate from Marshall county.

J. D. FONTAINE, Delegate from Pontotoc county.

T. S. FORD, Delegate from state at large.

J. Z. GEORGE, Delegate from state at large.

E M. GLASS, Delegate from Attala county.

A. B. GUYNES, Delegate from Copiah county.

D. T. GUYTON, Delegate from Attala county.

E M. HAMBLET, Delegate from Quitman county.

J. G. HAMILTON, Delegate from Yazoo and Holmes counties.
T. L. HANNAH, Delegate from Choctaw county.

W. P. HARRIS, Delegate from Hinds county.

T. T. HART, Delegate from Hinds county.

N. C. HATHORN, Delegate from Covington county.
JOHN HENDERSON, Delegate from Clay county.
ELLIOT HENDERSON, Delegate from Harrison county.
PATRICK HENRY, Delegate from state at large.

C. K. HOLLAND, Delegate from Calhoun county.
H. S. HOOKER, Delegate from Holmes county.

R. G. HUDSON, Delegate from state at large.
THOS. D. ISOM, Delegate from Lafayette county.

J. H. JAMISON, Delegate from Noxubee county.

D. S. JOHNSON, Delegate from Chickasaw county.
JAMES HENRY JONES, Delegate from state at large.
WALTER L. KEIRN, Delegate from Holmes county.
JAMES KENNEDY, Delegate from Clay county.

J. KITTRELL, Delegate from Greene county.

W. J. LACEY, Delegate from Chickasaw county.

134



AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION

ROBERT CHARLES LEE, Delegate from Madison county.
S. D. LEE, Delegate from Oktibbeha county.

T. P. LEE, Delegate from Yazoo county.

GEO. H. LESTER, Delegate from Yalobusha county.

W. E. LOVE, Delegate from Amite county.

L. W. MAGRUDER, Delegate from state at large.

E.]. MARETT, Delegate from Marshall county.

ART. 15, SEC. 285

C. B. MARTIN, Delegate from Alcorn and Prentiss counties.

EDWARD MAYES, Delegate from state at large.
MONROE McCLURG, Delegate from Carroll county.
WILL T. McDONALD, Delegate from Benton county.
T. J. McDONELL, Delegate from Monroe county.

J. H. McGEHEE, Delegate from Franklin county.

G. T. McGEHEE, Delegate from Wilkinson county.

E A. McLAIN, Delegate from Amite and Pike counties.
WM. C. McLEAN, Delegate from Grenada county.

A. G. McLAURIN, Delegate from Smith county.

A.J. McLAURIN, Delegate from Rankin county.

H. J. McLAURIN, Delegate from Sharkey county.

J. S. McNEILLY, Delegate from state at large.

GEO. P. MELCHOIR, Delegate from Bolivar county.

T. L. MENDENHALL, Delegate from Simpson county.
IRVIN MILLER, Delegate from Leake county.

ISAIAH T. MONTGOMERY, Delegate from Bolivar county.
W. H. MORGAN, Delegate from Leflore county.

J. L. MORRIS, Delegate from Wayne county.

H. L. MULDROW, Delegate from state at large.

J. R. MUREFFE, Delegate from Monroe county.
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T. V.NOLAND, Delegate from Wilkinson county.

J. W. ODOM, Delegate from DeSoto county.

S. E. PACKWOOD, Delegate from Pike county.

J. K. P. PALMER, Delegate from Scott county.

ROBT. C. PATTY, Delegate from Noxubee county.
A.]. PAXTON, Delegate from Washington county.

C. O. POTTER, Delegate from Union county.

SAM POWELL, Delegate from DeSoto county.

J. R.PURYEAR, Delegate from Tate county.

JNO. H. REAGAN, Delegate from Leake and Newton counties.
CHAS. K. REGAN, Delegate from Claiborne county.
L. P. REYNOLDS, Delegate from Alcorn county.

L. ]. RHODES, Delegate from Lee county.

W. C. RICHARDS, Delegate from Lowndes county.

S. W. ROBINSON, Delegate from Rankin county.

J. P. ROBINSON, Delegate from Union county.

J. J. ROTTENBERRY, Delegate from Yalobusha county.
J. S. SEXTON, Delegate from state at large.

JNO. M. SIMONTON, Delegate from Lee county.

H. F. SIMRALL, Delegate from Warren county.

JNO. E SMITH, Delegate from Jasper county.
MURRAY E SMITH, Delegate from Warren county.
W. E SPENCE, Delegate from Hancock county.

H. M. STREET, Delegate from Lauderdale county.

T. W. SULLIVAN, Delegate from Carroll county.

E. O. SYKES, Delegate from Monroe county.

ALLEN TALBOTT, Delegate from Benton and Tippah counties.
R. H. TAYLOR, Delegate from Panola county.
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R. H. THOMPSON, Delegate from Lincoln and Jefferson counties.
W. C. WILKINSON, Delegate from Copiah county.
FRANK K. WINCHESTER, Delegate from Adams county.

WM. D. WITHERSPOON, Delegate from Lauderdale, Kemper, and Clarke
counties.

W. P. WYAT'T, Delegate from Tate county.
WM. G. YERGER, Delegate from Washington county.

Attest: R. E. Wilson, Secretary.

Delegates Who Refused to Sign the Constitution. — Gen. William T.
Martin, of Adams; Frank Burkett, of Chickasaw; and John E. Gore, of
Webster.

Delegate Absent and Not Signing. — A. G. Webb, of Marion.
Delegate Who Died During the Convention. — N. D. Guerry, of Lowndes.
Total, 134.

ADDITIONAL SECTIONS OF THE
CONSTITUTION OF MISSISSIPPI NOT BEING
AMENDMENTS OF PREVIOUS SECTIONS

SECTIONS 286 and 287. Renumbered.

NOTE: These sections of the Constitution as heretofore published are
numbered herein 145A, and 149A, respectively.
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ARTICLE 16 MISSISSIPPI CONSTITUTION

ARTICLE 16
MEDICAL MARIJUANA

SECTION 288.1. Purpose of article.
SECTION 288.2. Criminal and civil immunity.

SECTION 288.3. Limitations of article; prohibition on smoking
public.

SECTION 288.4. Definitions.

SECTION 288.5. Rules and regulations; fees; identification
cards; fines and sanctions.

SECTION 288.6. Assessment of sales tax; special fund in
treasury; personnel positions; line of credit.

SECTION 288.7. Identification cards; immunity from
sanctions.

SECTION 288.8. Limitations on amount of marijuana;
dispensed only by treatment centers; contracts
enforceable; location of centers; zoning
restrictions.

SECTION 288.9. Reports to legislature.
SECTION 288.10. Severability of article.

NOTE: Article 15, Section 273(10) of the Mississippi Constitution
provides that initiatives approved by the electors take effect thirty (30)
days from the date of the official declaration of the vote by the Secretary of
State, unless the measure provides otherwise. Initiative 65 was approved
by the electors on November 3, 2020, and the Secretary of State certified
the election results on December 3, 2020. Pursuant to his authority under
Section 23-17-42, the Secretary of State inserted Initiative 65 into the
Constitution as Article 16, Sections 288.1 through 288.10 by proclamation
of the Secretary of State on March 29, 2021.
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MEDICAL MARIJUANA ARTICLE 16

However, on May 14, 2021, the Mississippi Supreme Court ruled in In re
Initiative Measure No. 65 v. Watson, 2021 Miss. LEXIS 123 that the petition
submitted to the Secretary of State seeking to place Initiative 65 on the
ballot for the November 3, 2020, general election was insufficient. Because
Initiative 65 was placed on the ballot without meeting Article 15, § 273(3)
prerequisites, it was in violation of the Mississippi Constitution, and the
court reversed the Secretary of State’s certification of the initiative and
voided any subsequent proceedings on it.
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INDEX
CONSTITUTION

OF THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI

Citations are to Sections of the Mississippi Constitution

_A-

ABANDONMENT
Constitution, form of government
Highways and alleys

ABSENCE OR PRESENCE
Governor
Legislature, compelling attendance
Lieutenant Governor

ABUSE OF POWER
Generally

ACCOUNTING
Candidates for Legislature
Governor may suspend
Elections, accounting for funds
Estates, private laws
Extraordinary session
Levee, publication of accounts
Mutual and fiduciary accounts

ACREAGE TAX
Generally

ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURE
Generally

ADOPTION OF CHILDREN
Special laws

ADULTERY

Exclusion of public in trial

$6
§ 90(m)

§ 131
§ 54
§131

§ 80

§ 43

§ 125
§43
§90(e)
§ 121
§239
§ 161
§236
§1
§90(i)

§26

ADVICE AND CONSENT OF SENATE

Remission of forfeiture, consent
AFFIDAVITS
Bonds [surety] renewal
Elections
AGE REQUIREMENT
Auditor of public accounts
Chancery Court judge
Circuit Court judge
Governor

§ 124

§ 183
§ 242

§134
§ 154
§ 154
§117
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INDEX

Legislature §§ 541, 42
Lieutenant Governor § 128
Military affairs §214
Representatives § 41
Schools § 201
Secretary of State §133
Senators S 42
Treasurer of State §134
AGENCY RELATIONSHIP
Extra compensation § 96
ALIENS
Ownership of land § 84
ALLEGIANCE TO UNITED STATES
Generally §7
AMENDMENT OF CONSTITUTION
Generally § 23 et seq.
Commissioners appointment §278
Crimes, misdemeanors §283
Elections §273
Fines, penalties, forfeitures § 281
Governor’s signature § 60
Jurisdiction of courts § 280
More than one proposed §273
Procedure §273
Public officers of state § 284
Recognizances, bonds, § 281
Right to alter Constitution §$6
Right to work § 198A
AMENDMENT OF INDICTMENTS
Generally §27
AMENDMENT OF STATUTES
Generally §27
Laws as remaining in force until ~ § 274
Legislative bills § 59 et seq.
Levees,
proceedings under amended law § 233
Reference to title of law only §61
ANNEXATION OF TERRITORY
State, acquisition S4
ANTITRUST
Generally § 198
APPEAL

Generally § 146 et seq.
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Elections, franchise,
remedies for denial
Jurisdictional error,
remand of case
Supreme Court
APPOINTMENT
Board of Trustees,
Institutions of Higher Learning

Commissioners to review statutes

County officers removed
County superintendents
Emergency provisional
appointments by Governor
Judges and chancellors
Temporary for vacancy

Legislature role in filling vacancies

Levee commissioners

Militia officers

Representative, not eligible

Tax collector

Treasurer in default
APPORTIONMENT

Generally
APPROPRIATIONS

Generally

National Guard

Public works, extra compensation

to contractor

School terms to extend

Special Legislative session

Veto
ARMS

Right to bear and keep
ARMED SERVICES

Generally

Governor, commander-in-chief
ARREST

Legislature, privilege from

Electors

Military forces on duty
ASSEMBLY, RIGHT OF

Generally
ASSESSMENTS

Generally

§ 248

S 147
§ 146

§ 213A
§278
§139
§ 204

§ 103

MISSISSIPPI CONSTITUTION

§$ 145, 145A, 145B, 153

§§ 103, 177
§103
§231
§216
§ 142
§125
§125

§ 254

§S 63, 64, 68, 69

§221
§96
§ 206
§121
§73
§12

§ 214 et seq.
§119

§ 48
§ 102
§220

§11

$$ 80, 112
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ASSESSORS
Generally §135
ASSOCIATIONS AND ORGANIZATIONS
State as stockholder § 258
Suspension of general law § 87
Taxes §112
ATHEISTS
Disqualification for office § 265
ATTESTATION AND ATTESTING WITNESSES
Commissions, attestation §127
ATTORNEY GENERAL
Generally §173
Apportionment of Legislature § 254
Qualifications §173
State Board of Education  § 203
ATTORNEYS
Appointment of counsel
in criminal cases §26
Chancery Court judge § 154
Circuit Court judge § 154
Disqualified judge § 165
Indictment, waiver by defendant ~ § 27
Legislator acting as counsel § 47
Prosecuting attorney §$174
Railroad employees attorney §193
Special laws §90(s)
Supreme Court judge § 150
AUDIT
Compensation and expenses,
publication of statement §113
Election and term of office §134
Expenses of Legislature,
auditor to publish §113
Fiscal year §115
Public accounts auditor §134
Reports § 115
-B-
BAIL AND RECOGNIZANCE
Generally §29
BALLOTS

Generally § 240
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BANKS AND FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS

Bonds and obligations
Taxation

Union and Planters bank bonds

BEARING ARMS

BIBLE

Right to bear and keep

Use in public schools

BIDDING

Chancery Court, sales of realty

Legislature, printing and
supply contracts

Lowest bid, award of

BILL OF RIGHTS

Generally

Amendment of indictments
Arms, right to keep and bear
Assembly, right of

Bail and recognizance
Citizenship

Civil cause, right of representation

Compensation due, taking
of private property
Compulsory process, right to
Contracts, impairment
of obligations
Corporate interference
with rights of employees
Counsel, right to
Courts, equal access to
Cruel or unusual punishment
Debt, imprisonment for
Double jeopardy
Due process, deprivation
of life or property
Elections, loss of right to vote
Eminent domain
Employees civil rights
Equal access to courts
Evidence against self
Ex post facto laws
Grand jury of state
Habeas corpus
Impartial jury

§ 258
§ 181
§ 258

§12
§18
§111

§ 107
§ 107

§ 5 et seq.
§27
§12
§11
§29
$38
§25

§17
§ 26

§16

§ 191
§26
§24
§28
§ 30
§22

§ 14

§ 241
§§17,17A
§ 191

§24

§26

S 16

§ 26

§21

§26
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INDEX

Indictable offenses §27
Involuntary servitude §15
Jurisdiction of inferior courts §27
Jury trial, right to §31
Life, liberty, or property § 14
Military $9

Misdemeanor cases § 27
Narcotics, crimes involving §26
Obligation of contracts §16
Petition of government §11
Presence of accused § 26
Press, freedom of §13
Public trial § 26
Religious freedom §18

Remedies, equal access to courts ~ § 24
Retention of rights not delegated

to the people §32
Search and seizure §23
Self-representation §25
Slavery or involuntary servitude  § 15
Speedy trial §26
Suffrage § 253
Terms of elective officers § 20
Treason § 10
Uniform Controlled Substances  § 26
Venue §26
Withdrawal from Federal Union  §7
Witnesses, confrontation of §26
BLIND PERSONS
Schools §209
BOARD OF EDUCATION
State board § 203
BONDS AND OBLIGATIONS
Executed or entered into prior
to Constitution §282
Fixing penalties § 82
General appropriation bill § 69
Guaranty or surety company § 82
Interest § 69
Planters bank bonds § 258
Union bank bonds § 258
BOOMS
Navigable streams § 81
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BOUNDARIES
Election district changes § 260
Judicial district changes § 260

Foreign state, settlement of dispute § 4
Levees, bills affecting boundaries ~ § 234

State boundaries §4
BREACH OF PEACE OR DISORDERLY CONDUCT
Elections, privileges of electors §102

Legislators, privilege from arrest ~ § 48
Legislature, punishment

for disorderly conduct §§ 55, 58

Militia, privilege from arrest § 220
BRIBERY

Generally §§ 44, 50, 51

Elections, procurement of § 44

Legislature, disqualification § 44

Legislature, expulsion §55
BRIDGES

Construction of § 81

Jurisdiction of county supervisors § 170
Drawbridges, railroads, and trestles § 81

Private or special law §90(g)
BRIGADIER GENERAL
Commissioning one for each
congressional district §218
BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY
Corporations § 178 et seq.
Taxation, exemptions
for new enterprises §192
-C-
CAPITAL OFFENSES
Bail, denial §29
CAPITOL GROUNDS AND BUILDINGS
Generally § 101

Election returns to be transmitted § 140
Governor, convening of Legislature § 121
Halls used by Legislature,

repair and furnishing § 107
Keeper, Secretary of State §133
Meetings $ 36
Removal or relocation § 101
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Supreme Court, removal
of judge to capitol
Sessions, place of holding

CENSUS

Educable children
Redistricting of courts

Circuit Court or clerk
Constitutional amendments
Elections, results and returns
Secretary of State,

Constitutional amendments

Supreme Court or clerk
Transferred causes

CHANCERY CLERK

Generally
Oath of office

CHANCERY COURTS

Generally

Qualifications of chancellor
Bids and Bidding

Bonds and undertakings

§ 145
§ 148

$ 206
§ 152

CERTIFICATES AND CERTIFICATION

§163
§273
§ 140

§273
§ 149A
§163

§ 168
$268

S 144 et seq.
§ 154
§111
§ 161

Censure, removal or retirement

of Justice of Supreme Court
Chancellors
Attorneys, required to be
Compensation
Oath or affirmation
Children or minors
Circuit Courts,

Concurrent jurisdiction
Transfer of cause
Exclusive jurisdiction
Costs of actions,

transfer of causes
Disqualification of chancellor
Districts
Divorece, jurisdiction
Elections, judges
Estates
Judicial sales

§177A

§$ 153, 154, 166,
§ 154

§ 166

§ 155

§$ 159

§ 161
§ 162
§ 157

§163
§ 165
§ 152
§$ 159
§ 153
§$ 159
§ 147
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Jury and jury trial, verdict §31
Mentally ill, jurisdiction § 159
Pleadings, transferred cause §63
Property, Estates § 159
Jurisdiction § 160
Subdivision, bids for single tract ~ § 11
Redistricting §152
Remand of case § 147

Removal from office, employment § 53
Salaries and other compensation,

Judges § 166
Jurisdiction, decree compensation § 160
Supreme Court, remand § 147
Terms of court § 164
Terms of office § 153
Title and ownership § 160

Pleadings and transferred causes  § 163
Trusts and trustees, jurisdiction ~ § 161

Verdict §31

Wills, jurisdiction §159
CHANGE OF NAME

Local, private, or special laws §90(b)
CHANGE OF VENUE

Criminal prosecutions §90(c)
CHARACTER, FITNESS, OR REPUTATION

Injury to reputation §24
CHARITIES AND CHARITABLE ORGANIZATIONS

Education improvement fund § 206A
CHARITY HOSPITALS

Generally § 86
CHARTER

Municipality § 88
CHICKASAW SCHOOL FUNDS

Rate of interest on fund §212
CHIEF JUSTICE OF SUPREME COURT

Impeachment of Governor §52

Legislative apportionment § 254
CHILDREN OR MINORS

Chancery Court, jurisdiction § 159

Disability of minority § 90(f)

Estates §90(e)

Prisons or prisoners, separation § 225

Training schools §225
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CIRCUIT CLERKS
Generally § 168
Elections § 153
Oath or affirmation § 268
CIRCUIT COURTS
Causes certified to § 163
Censure, removal
of Justice of Supreme Court §177A
Causes certified § 163
Chancery Courts,
Concurrent jurisdiction § 161
Transfer of cause § 162
Criminal procedure § 169
Jurisdiction of Circuit Court §171

Public excluded from criminal trial § 26
State, prosecutions to be

in name of § 169
Disqualification, judge § 165
Districts §152
Elections, judges §153
Eligibility for office § 154
Indictment, conclusion § 169
Interchange of circuits, judges § 158
Judges §§ 153, 154, 166
Age § 154
Attorneys, required to be § 154
Disqualification § 165
Vacancy in office §177
Jurisdiction §$ 147, 156, 157, 162
Oaths of office § 155
Redistricting §152
Remand of case, jurisdiction § 147
Terms of office §153
Transfer of causes §§ 162, 163
Verdict §31

CITIZENS AND CITIZENSHIP
Generally $8
Adoption of Constitution §279
Chancery Court judge § 154
Circuit Court judge § 154
Corporations not to infringe

on rights §190
Credit of state pledged or loaned ~ § 258
Governor § 117
Internal government right §6
Local legislation for benefit

of individual §87

149



MISSISSIPPI CONSTITUTION

Military activity of citizen §12

Obligation owed to state § 100

Petition, right to §11

Retention of powers §32

Secretary of State §133

Security, right of §23

Source of political powers §5

State, who is citizen of §8

Supreme Court Judge § 150

Suspension of general law § 87

Voters at elections § 241
CIVIL AUTHORITY

Military $9
CIVIL PROCEDURE

Special laws regulating

practice of courts §90(s)

CLERK OF BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

Chancery clerk §170
CLERK OF COURT

Generally § 168

Manner of selection §138
CLERK OF MUNICIPALITY

Claim by or against municipality — § 284
CLOSED SESSION

Legislature §58
CLOSED SHOP

Generally § 198A
CLOSING STREETS

Municipal power to close §90(1)
COLLECTOR OF TAXES

Generally §135
COMMENCEMENT OF POLITICAL YEAR

Generally § 257
COMMISSIONED OFFICERS

Brigadier General §218
COMMISSIONER TO DRAFT LAWS

Generally §278
COMMISSIONS TO OFFICE

Judge, commissioning replacement § 165
Major General for state §218
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COMMON LAW

Reversal or annulment

of judgment for error § 147

COMPELLING ATTENDANCE

Legislators § 54
COMPROMISE OR SETTLEMENT

Boundary disputes §4

Claims § 100
COMPULSION

Legislature, compelling attendance § 54

Process, right to § 26
CONCEALED WEAPONS

Carrying, state right to regulate §12
CONCLUSIVENESS

Impeachment §51

Legislator, expulsion § 55
CONFERENCE COMMITTEE REPORTS

Adoption § 62
CONEFLICT OF INTEREST

Contracts, public officers,

or legislators §109

CONFLICT OR INCONSISTENCY

Repeal §276

State Constitution § 274 et seq.

United States Constitution §6
CONFRONTATION OF WITNESSES

Generally §6

CONGRESS OF UNITED STATES

Elections, residency requirement ~ § 41

CONSENT OR APPROVAL

Elections, Gov’s assent to votes $ 60

Territory, consent of Legislature ~ § 4
CONSERVATORS OF PEACE

Civil officer and police § 167
CONSOLIDATION

Counties §271

School districts §213A
CONSTABLES

Generally §271

Special laws creating district §90(t)
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CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTS AND WORKS

Compensation
Convicts, hiring out to contractors
Highways, streets, and bridges

CONTEST OF ELECTION
Governor and Legislature
Lieutenant Governor

CONTRACTS OR AGREEMENTS
Compensation to public contractor
Governor, approval of contracts
Husband and wife
Impairment of obligation
Interest of Legislators
Interest of municipal officers

and employees
Prisons and prisoners
Public officers, interest
Public welfare
Railroads
Right to work amendment
Supplies and materials
Taxation, corporations
Teachers, termination of contract
Textbooks
Treasurer, approval

CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES
Generally

CONVENTIONS
Fairness in political parties
Repeal of laws repugnant

CONVICTION OF CRIME
Legislature
Restoring right of suffrage

CORONERS
Elections
Fees and compensation

CORPORATIONS
Generally
Adoption of Constitution
Anti-trust laws
Change or amendment
Charters
Commencement of business
Common carriers
Contracts and agreements
Credit of state pledged or loaned

§ 96
§ 224
§ 170

§ 140
§132

§ 96
§ 107
§ 94
§16
§ 109

§ 210
§ 224
§ 109
§ 198
§193
§ 198A
§ 107
§ 182
§ 213A
§ 210
§ 107

§ 26

§ 247
§ 275

§ 44
§ 253

§ 138
§ 135

§ 178 et seq.
§279

§ 198
§90(b)

§ 178 et seq.
§ 180

$§ 186, 195
§ 198

§ 258
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Discount passes or tickets, railroads § 188
Eminent domain,
Limiting/abridging power § 190

Special law granting power §90(r)
Employees § 191 et seq.
Enforcement of provisions §200
Exemptions from taxation §192
Express companies

as common carriers §195
Fines and penalties §179
Former subscription to stock §183
Franchises, Eminent domain § 190

Forfeiture of franchise, remission § 179
Infringement on individual rights § 190

Labor unions or organizations § 198A
Local or special legislation § 87
Eminent domain §90(r)
State-controlled lands § 90(w)
Municipalities, tax exemptions §192
Name of corporation § 90(b)
Obligation owed to the state § 100
Organization, time necessity § 180
Police powers of state § 190
Property acquisition,

Legislative limitation § 84
Taxes §$ 181, 182
Public lands,

Donation or sale §95
State-controlled lands §90(u)
Public Service Commission § 186
Railroads § 184 et seq.
Remedies for employees §193
Repeal charter by Legislature §178
Repugnant laws §275
Revocation, charter §178
Rolling-stock of railroads §185
Schools, private schools §90(p)
State as stockholder § 258
Stocks and stockholders §183
Suspension or revocation § 87
Taxation §§ 181, 182, 192,
Charter longer than 99 years §178
Evaluation and assessment §112

Surrender or abridgement of power § 182
Telegraph and telephone companies §$ 186, 195
Time or date § 180
Trusts § 198
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COTTON AND COTTON GINS

Taxation §236
COUNSEL

Right to §26
COUNTIES AND COUNTY OFFICERS

Adoption of Constitution §282

Assessor §$ 135, 136, 138

Auditor of Public Accounts § 134

Board of Supervisors §§ 138, 170,

Property ownership requirements § 176
Common-school fund of county  § 206
Conflicts of interests,

public contracts § 109
Consolidation §271
Coroner §§ 135, 136, 138
Formation of counties § 260
Judiciary, county districts §170
Legislature, interest in contract § 109
Limitation of actions § 104
Mentally ill or retarded persons,

County asylums §262
Militia, board of supervisors §222
New counties, formation § 260

Offenses and penalties,
Free passes to officers § 188
Treasury of county, payment of § 261

Poor home §262
Removal of county seat §259
Resident freeholders §176
Selection of officers, manner §138
Sherift §§ 135, 136, 138
Size, limitation $ 260
Special laws not applicable
to all counties §91
Superintendent of Education § 204
Surveyor §§ 135, 136, 138
Tax collector §§ 135, 136, 138
Taxation §112
Treasurer, default in duty §125
COUNTY JAILS
Hiring out convicts § 226
Justice Courts, jurisdiction as to
crime punishable §171
Working of public roads
by county prisoners §85
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COURTS

Generally

COVERTURE

Married women

CREDIT OF STATE

Generally

CRIMES

Bail and recognizance
Campaign embezzlement
Carriers, franchise forfeiture
Corporations, Franchise,
remission of forfeiture
Counties, treasury pay fines, etc.
Cruel or unusual punishment
Debt, imprisonment for
Double jeopardy
Effect of adoption,
new Constitution
Privilege of electors from arrest

Restoration of elective franchise
Fees, Legislator taking fee
for acting as counsel
Fines and forfeitures accruing
prior to adoption
Governor, powers as to penalties

Judicial Performance Commission

Justice Court, jurisdiction
Misdemeanors
Adoption of Constitution
affecting prosecution
Impeachment
Information, proceeding in case
State, prosecution in name
and by authority
Prosecutions, expenses of
Public officers
Railroads - Franchise, forfeiture
Obstruction or interference
Reprieves, Governor’s power
Telegraph/telephone companies,

Discrimination, extortion

CRIMINAL PROCEDURE

Change of venue
Circuit Courts,
Indictment, conclusion

§ 144 et seq.

§94

§ 258

$ 29
§43
§ 186

§$ 179
§ 261
§ 28
§ 30
§ 22

§ 279 et seq.
§ 102

§ 253
S 47

§ 281

§ 124

S 177A
§171

§$ 50, 51

§ 283
§ 50
§27

§ 169
§ 261

§$ 27, 50, 175

§ 186

§ 81

§ 124

§ 186

§90(c)

§ 169

Public excluded from criminal trial § 26

State, prosecutions
Costs

§ 169
§ 261
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CRUEL OR UNUSUAL PUNISHMENT

Generally

DAMAGES

Levee
Right to work amendment

DANGERS OR HAZARDS

Legislature, cause for removal
of place of meetings

DEATH

Payment beyond date of death
of officer

DEBTOR AND CREDITOR

General laws to prevent abuse
of power

Imprisonment for debt
Release of obligations to state

DEDUCTIONS

Salaries of public officers

DEEDS AND CONVEYANCES
Commissioner, officer of other
government
Fees for registration of deed
Uniform fee for recording

DELEGATION OF POWERS
Generally

DEPUTIES AND ASSISTANTS

Other government,
officer as deputy

DISABILITY
Coverture, removal of disability
Governor, succession
Justice Court
Lieutenant Governor
Minority, removal of disability

DISABLED PERSONS

§ 28

D-

§ 238
§ 198A

§ 121

§92

§80

§30
§ 100

§78

$ 266
§91
§91

§33

$ 266

§ 94
§ 131
§171
§ 131
§ 90(f)

Homes or farms for infirm persons § 262
Judicial Performance Commission § 177A

Schools and education

$ 209

MISSISSIPPI CONSTITUTION

DISCIPLINE AND DISCIPLINARY PROCEEDINGS

Judicial Performance Commission § 177A
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DISCRIMINATION

Equal taxation

Express companies charges

Men and women

Sleeping car companies

Telephone/telegraph companies
DISRESPECT

Legislature’s power to punish n

onmember

DISTRIBUTION

Constitutional powers

INDEX

§112
§ 186
§ 94

§ 186
§ 186

§58

§ 1 et seq.

DISTRICT OR PROSECUTING ATTORNEYS

Generally
DIVORCE AND ALIMONY

Chancery Courts, jurisdiction
Local, private, or special laws

DONATIONS
Generally

DOUBLE JEOPARDY
Generally

DRAFTSMEN
Statutes

DRAWBRIDGES
Generally

DUAL OFFICES
Generally

EDUCATION

Generally

Agricultural/mechanical colleges

Bibles, use in public schools

Board of Education

Board of Trustees

Chickasaw School Fund

Common-school fund of county

County Superintendent

Deaf and blind schools

Interest in public contracts

Maintenance and establishment
of free public schools

Religious or sectarian schools

Institutions of Higher Learning

§174

§ 159
§90(a)

S$§ 66, 95

§ 22

§ 88

§ 81

§2

-E-

§ 201 et seq.
§ 213

§18

§203

§ 213A

§ 212

§ 206

§ 204

§ 209

§ 210

§ 201

§ 208
§ 213A
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Superintendent of public education § 202,

Taxation § 206
Terms of office,

Board of trustees § 213A
Superintendent of public education §$ 202, 204
Title to lands §211
Trust fund § 206A

EFFECTIVE DATE
General laws §75
Legislative bills §75
State Constitution § 285
ELDERLY PERSONS
Generally §262
ELECTIONS
Generally §§ 37, 38, 102, 143, 240 et seq.
Accounting of public funds §43
Affidavits §242
Alteration or modification,

Judicial districts § 260
Seat of government §101
Appeal and review,

Denial of franchise § 248
Registration of voters §251
Apportionment of Legislature,

New apportionment §254
Repugnant laws repealed §277
Attorney General §173
Ballots § 240
Boundaries, judicial district § 260
Breach of peace,

privileges of electors §102
Bribery § 44
Certificates and certification § 140
Circuit Court or clerk § 153
Clerks § 168
Consent or approval, Governor § 60
Constables districts, special laws  § 90(t)
Coroners § 138
County seat, removal §259
Domicile and residence § 241
Fairness in primaries § 247
False pretenses § 241
Illegal or improper registration § 248
Justice Court judges § 90(t)
Levee commissioners § 231
Libel and slander §13
Lieutenant Governor § 128
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Contest of election §132
Mentally ill or retarded persons § 241
Municipal elections, qualifications § 245

New county, formation § 260
Notice and knowledge § 140
Oath or affirmation, electors §242
Offenses, Privilege of electors
from arrest § 102
Restoration of elective franchise ~ § 253
Ordinances § 246
Perjury § 242
Photo ID required to vote § 249A
Process, vacancy in office §77
Qualifications of voters §S 244A, 245
Legislators §41
Municipal § 245
Public office §250
Restoring right of suffrage §253
Qualified electors §$ 241, 250
Rape, disqualification § 241
Registration of voters §S 242, 249
Repugnant laws repealed §276
Restoring right of suffrage §253
Returns §114
Seat of government, Change §101
County seat §259
Secretary of State, President Pro
Tempore of Senate §131
Franchise restoration §253
Governor, veto in election § 140
House choosing Governor § 141
Legislature, entry in journal §76
State and state officers § 142,
Treasurer of State §134
Supreme Court judges § 145 et seq.
Term of office, elective officers §252
Election contest § 140
Governor § 141
Legislature, election §76
ELECTRIC UTILITIES
Taxation §112
EMBEZZLEMENT
Conviction as disqualifying voter ~ § 241
Legislature, embezzlement §43
EMERGENCIES
Appointment to fill vacancy §103
Bail denial, hearing § 29
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EMINENT DOMAIN
Generally §17
Corporations § 190
Highways and streets §110
Special laws conferring power §90(r)
Taking private property
by eminent domain §17A
EMOLUMENTS
Holding office of which
emoluments are increased § 45
EMPLOYER AND EMPLOYEE
Closed shop, railroads,
right to work § 198A
Corporations § 191 et seq.
Rights and remedies §193
ENDOWMENTS
Colleges §213
EQUAL ACCESS
Courts §24
ESCHEATS
Accrual prior to adoption
of Constitution §281
ESTATES
Private or special laws §90(e)
Children or minors, Chancery
Court § 159
Railroad employees §193
EVIDENCE
Against self §26
Legislative investigations $ 60
EX POST FACTO LAWS
Bail, excess $29
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
Generally § 116 et seq.
Age, Governor § 117
Secretary of State §133
Appropriations §69
Assessor of county §$ 135, 136, 138
Auditor of Public Accounts § 134
Board of Supervisors of county §138
Coroner of county §§ 135, 136, 138
Criminal and penal cases § 124
Division of powers §1
Elections § 140 et seq.

Limitation on powers §$2
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Wages, salaries and compensation,

Auditor of Public Accounts §134

Governor §118

Secretary of State §133

Treasurer of State §134
EXEMPTION FROM TAXES

Authority of municipalities §192

Economic and industrial

development §182

Levees § 238

Private or special laws § 90(h)
EXPLORATION

Generally § 81
EXTRAORDINARY SESSION

Legislature, sessions §121

-F-

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT AND STATUTES
Commissioner of United States $§ 266

Paramount allegiance §7
State officer holding federal office ~ § 266
Withdrawal of state §7
FEES
Generally § 47
Constitution §284
Coroners §135
Extra fee to public officer
or contractor § 96
Fines, penalties, and forfeitures § 47
Prohibition against enactment
of law regulating §91
Special law creating, increasing,
or decreasing §90(0)
FIDUCIARIES AND REPRESENTATIVES
Defaulting fiduciaries §125
Jurisdiction of suits on bonds § 161
Qualified elector, representative ~ § 41
FINANCES AND FUNDS
Appropriations, Legislative bills ~ § 63 et seq.
Special session §121
Invasion or insurrection § 96
Levees, Bills affecting revenues §234
Land tax fund §236
Publication of funds §239
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Report of funds

Schools and education, County
common school fund

Trust fund

FISCAL YEAR
State

§ 235

$ 206
§ 206A

§ 115

Appropriation continuing beyond § 64
FOREIGN INSURANCE COMPANIES

Taxation

FOREIGN STATE OR COUNTRY
Boundary disputes, settlement
Notaries public, officers of other

governments

FORFEITURES
Adoption of Constitution
Corporations
Governor’s power

FRANCHISES
Common carriers
Eminent domain
Forfeiture of franchise, remission

GAS COMPANIES

Cities and towns

GAS EXPLORATION

Production or transportation

GENDER

Rights of males and females

GOVERNMENT
Change of form of government
Distribution of powers
People as source of powers
People’s right to regulate

GOVERNOR
Generally
Adjournment of Legislature
Age requirement
Amendment of Constitution
Appointment of officers
Apportionment by proclamation
Approval of bill
Bills of Legislature

§ 181

NES

$ 266

§ 281
§$ 179
§ 124

§$ 179
§ 190
§$ 179

§ 192

§ 81

§ 94

S6
§ 1 et seq.
§5
S6

§116

§§ 72,121
§117

$ 60

§139
§254

§72

§ 72 et seq.
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Capitol grounds and buildings

Chief executive

Citizenship

Commander-in-chief
of armed forces

Commissioners to prepare and
draft laws

Contracts, approval

Crimes, offenses, and penalties

Powers as to penalties

Death, disability

Defaulting officers

Election

Lieutenant Governor

Contest of election

Tie vote

Writs of election to fill vacancies

Emergency appointment

Execution of laws

House of Representatives

Impeachment of officer,
Governor

Pardoning power

Inability to perform duties

§ 121
§ 116
§ 117

§ 119

§ 278

§ 107

§ 50 et seq.
§ 124

§ 131

§ 125

§ 140 et seq.
§ 128

§ 132

§ 140

§77

§ 103

§ 123

§ 142

§ 50 et seq.
§124
§131

Judges and chancellors, Replacement
in case of disqualification § 165

Impeachment of Governor
Removal from office

Levee board report

Local officers, power to remove
Military affairs

Pardons, power to grant
Provisional appointments
Public contracts, approval

Recommendations to Legislature

Records, reports, and returns,

Election of Governor
Executive officer, reports
Legislature

Levee board’s reports to Governor

Officers’ reports to Governor

§52

§53

§ 235
§ 139
§ 216
§ 124
§ 103
§ 107
§ 122

§ 140
§ 120
§ 122
§235
§ 120

Removal from office or employment,

County officers
Judges and chancellors
Resolutions, approval
Schools and education,

Board of education

§139
§53
§ 60

§203
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Institutions of Higher Education,
Trustees

State seal

Succession to office, Order
of succession

Two term limit

Suspension of treasurers and
tax collectors

Term of office

Veto of bills

Writs of election, issuance of

GRAND JURY
Dispensing with inquest
Impaneling, special law
Public officer, indictment
Qualifications
Selection
State, establishment of

GUARANTY

Official bonds, provision

HABEAS CORPUS
Generally

HIGHWAYS AND STREETS
Abandonment
Construction and maintenance
Easements, special law
Eminent domain
Exemption from road duty
Jurisdiction
Municipalities
Navigable waters, bridges
Railroads
Vacating
HOMESTEAD
Sale of homestead
HOSPITALS
Indigent care
HOTELS
Safety of persons in
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Generally
Age requirements

MISSISSIPPI CONSTITUTION

§ 213A
§$ 126, 127

§ 131
§ 116

§125
§116

§ 72 et seq.
§77

§27
§90(n)
§175
§ 264
§90(n)
§26

§82

-H-

§21

§ 90(m)
§170
§90(1)
§ 110
§90(k)
§170

§ 90(m)
§ 81

§ 184

§ 90(m)

§94
§ 86
§83
§34

§41
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INDEX

Apportionment districts § 254
Creation §33
Elections §§ 34, 37
Governor § 141
Impeachment, sole power of §49
Officer, election §38
Qualifications, members §38
Residency requirements §41
HUSBAND AND WIFE
Contracts § 94
-1-
IMPARTIAL JURY
Generally §26
IMPEACHMENT OF OFFICER
Bribery, Legislature expulsion §55
Chief justice presiding §52
Crimes and offenses § 50
Impeachment, prosecution §51
Extraordinary session §121
Governor § 50 et seq.,
Pardoning power § 124
Legislators § 49 et seq.
IMPROVEMENTS
Chancery jurisdiction § 160
INDECENT CONDUCT
Freedom of religion §18
INDICTMENTS AND INFORMATION
Adoption of Constitution §279
Circuit Courts, conclusion § 169
Concluding part, style § 169
Impeachment as bar §51
Military Justice Code §27
Speedy and public trial §26
Waiver by defendant §27
When indictment required §27
INDIGENT PERSONS
County home or farm §262
Hospitals $ 86
INFERIOR COURTS
Establishing or abolishing §172

Prosecutions before authorization § 527
Removal of judges from office §53
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MISSISSIPPI CONSTITUTION

INTEREST ON MONEY
Chickasaw school fund §212
General appropriation bill § 69
Local, private, special laws §90(d)
Schools and education, trust funds § 212
INTESTATE SUCCESSION
Generally §$ 90, 159
INVOLUNTARY SERVITUDE
Generally §15
_]_
JACKSON, CITY OF
Seat of government § 101
JOURNAL OF LEGISLATIVE PROCEEDINGS
Generally §$ 55, 59, 62, 76
JUDGMENTS AND DECREES
Generally §51
JUDICIARY
Generally § 144 et seq.
Attorney General §173
Board of Supervisors §176
Citizens, equal access to courts § 24
Clerk of Supreme Court § 168
Constables §171
Convictions § 175
County districts §170
District Attorney §$174
Divisions of court § 149A
Indictments §175
Inferior courts §172
Judgments or decrees § 147
Jurisdiction,
Chancery Court §$ 147,157, 159 et seq.
Circuit Court §$ 147, 156, 157, 162
Justice Court §171
Supreme Court § 146
Levy of taxation §172A
Neglect of duty §175
Peace, civil officers § 167
Redistricting §152
Remand § 147
Removal of judges §53
Sessions § 148
Style of process § 169

Taxation § 172A
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Term of office,

Attorney General §173
Chancery Court judges  § 153
Circuit Court judges § 149
Wages, salaries, and compensation,
Attorney General §173
Judges § 166
JUSTICE COURTS
Generally §171
-L-
LA BAUVE FUND
Trustee § 213A
LACHES OR DELAY
Justice, delay prohibited §24
State § 100
LAND SALES
Generally §111
LARCENY OR THEFT
Legislator’s privilege from arrest ~ § 48
LEASES AND LEASEHOLDS
Public lands §95
Religion and religious societies §211
Sixteenth section and lieulands ~ § 211
LEAVE OF COURT
Information, leave to proceed §27
LEGISLATIVE BILLS
Adjournment, approval §72
Amendment or alteration § 88
Either house §59
Majority required §62
Original purpose, changing § 60
Appropriation bills § 63 et seq.
Continuation in force, length S 64
Engrafting legislation § 69
Invasion and insurrection §96
Majority vote required § 64
Maximum sum authorized
to be stated §63
National Guard § 221
One subject, when required
to contain § 69
Partial veto by Governor §73
Passage during last five days § 68
Precedence over other business § 68
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School terms, extension § 206
Special session §121
Assessment of property §$70
Constitutional amendment §273
Donation or gratuity, granting § 66

Effective date $75
Governor, presentation §$72
Levee districts §234
New bills during last three days ~ § 67
Origination in either house §59
Other methods of passing

laws prohibited § 60
Reading §59
Reconsideration, passed bills § 65
Reference to committee

of each house §74
Reports by committees §74
Conference committee reports § 62
Levee districts §234
Local and private legislation § 89
Title of bill, report §71

Revenue bills,
Passage during last 5 days § 68

Precedence § 68
Vote, necessary for passage §70
Style §56
Title §71
Written recommendation
by each house § 74
LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT
Generally § 33 et seq.
LEGISLATURE
Generally § 33 et seq.

Absence or presence,
Compelling attendance ~ § 54
President Pro Tempore of Senate ~ § 131

MISSISSIPPI CONSTITUTION

Adjournment or continuance §S 54, 57, 254,
Apportionment § 254
Both houses § 57
Governor, Determining time

of adjournment §121
Return of bill prevented

by adjournment §72
Imprisonment beyond final

adjournment §58
Place § 57
Quorum § 54
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Age, member

Amendment to bills

Apportionment and districts,
Attorney General

Joint resolution

Representatives

Repugnant laws repealed

Secretary of State

Speaker of House

Arrest, privilege from

Auditor to publish expenses

Branches of government

Bribery, Disqualification
for Legislature

INDEX

§$ 41, 42
§62

§ 254
§ 254
§ 254
§ 277
§ 254
§ 254
§ 48
§ 113
§1

S 44

Bribery, Expulsion from Legislature § 55
Governor, convening of Legislature § 121

Halls used by Legislature
Meetings of Legislature

§ 107
$$ 36, 121

Compelling attendance of members § 54

Conference committee reports
Contempt of Legislature,
nonmember
Contest of election
County school superintendent
Crimes
Absence of members
Bribery
Embezzlement
Expulsion of member
Fee or award for acting as counsel
Remission of forfeiture
Disorderly conduct
Disrespect of nonmember
Donation or gratuity, granting
Elections and voting
Assent of Governor
Consolidation of counties
Governor, election
Majority vote,
Appropriation bill
Assessment law
Bills, amendment
Constitution, amendment
Election contest, determination
Expelling member
Local or private bill, voting
Railroads
Reports,

§62

§58

§ 140

§ 204

§$ 40, 55 et seq.
§ 54

§$ 44, 55

§ 43

§55

§ 47

§124

§55

§58

§ 66

§ 34 et seq.
§ 60

§271

§ 140 et seq.

§ 64

§70

§62

§273

§ 140

§55

§ 89

§$ 186, 188
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Bills of Legislature §74
Conference committee § 62
Levee districts §234
Local and private $ 89
Title of bill §71
Governor’s report §122
Secretary of State §133
Residency requirement §§ 41, 42
Resolutions § 60
Second expulsion for same offense § 55
Secretary of State,
Convening Senate §131
Reports §133
Signatures §§ 59, 60
State officer § 142
Style of laws §56
Title §71
Treason §124
United States §$99

Vacancies in office,
Determination of mode

of filling § 103

Notice §122

Removal or default §42
Vesting of legislative power §33
Viva voce voting §$76
Wages, salaries, and other

compensation § 46
Ceasing § 108
Deceased officer §92
Deductions from salaries §78
Eligibility for increase

during member’s term §45
Extra compensation $ 96
Officers §103
Retirement §$93
Taking away duties § 108
Yeas and nays, Amendments

of other house § 62
Conference reports § 62
Elections §$76
Journal entry §55
Restoring elective franchise §253
Veto bills, reconsideration §72

LEVEES AND LEVEE DISTRICTS

Generally § 227 et seq.
Accounts, publication §239
Acreage tax §236
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Amended law

Appropriations

Board of levee commissioners

Bonds and undertakings

Boundaries

Convicts working

Cotton tax

Damages

Districts

Eminent domain

Federal government

Funds

Governor, board’s report

Louisville, New Orleans and
Texas Railway

Maintenance of levee system

Obligations owed

Purchase of land

Residence of levee commissioner

River, land next

Supervision of construction

Taxation

United States, cession

Yazoo-MS Delta levee district

LIBEL AND SLANDER
Generally

LIBRARIAN OF STATE
Generally
Legislature, election

LIENS AND ENCUMBRANCES

Tax liens
Time or date

LIEU LANDS
Generally

LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR
Generally
Compensation
Contest of election
Disability
Elections
Legislature
Signing of bills
Powers and duties
President of Senate
Qualifications
Term of office
Tie vote

INDEX

§ 233

§ 239

§ 229 et seq.
§ 230

§ 234

§ 224

§ 236

§ 238

§ 228

§ 233

§ 232

§§ 234, 235, 236, 239
§ 235

§230
§ 227
§ 100
§236
§229
§238
§232
§ 236 et seq.
§232
§ 228

§13

§ 106
$$ 99, 106

§ 236,
§112

§ 211

§ 128 et seq.
§ 130
§ 132
§ 131
§ 128
§ 129
§59
§ 131
§ 129
§ 128
§ 136
§ 129
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Two term limit
Vacancy in office of Governor
Wages

LOANS
Abuse of power by cities
Privilege tax

MISSISSIPPI CONSTITUTION

§ 128
§ 131
§ 130

$ 80
§ 181

-M-

MACHINERY AND EQUIPMENT
Military affairs
Railroads
MAJOR-GENERAL FOR STATE
Commissioning
MAJORITY VOTE
Capitol, removal
Contest, determination
County seat, removal
Expelling Legislator
New county, formation
Supreme Court, vacancy
in Governor’s office

MAPS, PLATS, AND SURVEYS
Municipalities

MARRIAGE
Definition
Emancipation of married women

MEDICAL MARIJUANA
Generally

MEMBERSHIP

Legislature

MENTAL HEALTH
Chancery Courts, jurisdiction
Counties, asylums
Elections, voting rights
Estates, private or special laws
Jurisdiction, commitment
proceedings
Legislative, provision for
Schools and education
MILITARY AFFAIRS
Generally
Adjutant General
Age, for military service

§ 215
§$ 185,193

§ 218

§ 101
§ 140
§ 259
§ 55

$ 260

§ 131

§ 90(m)

§ 263A
§ 94

§ 288

§$ 41, 42

§ 159
§262
§ 241
§90(e)

§ 159
§ 86
$ 209

§ 214 et seq.
§219
§214
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INDEX

Appointments, commissioned

officers § 216
Appropriations §221
Arrest $ 220
Brigadier General § 218
Civil authority $9
Compensation §215
Composition §215
Court-martial §27
Divisions §218
Enlistment § 221
Equipment § 215
Execution of laws §217
Exemptions, arrest §220
Governor,

Appointment of officers ~ § 216

Commander-in-chief §§ 119, 217

Indictment or information § 27
Legislature, Officers appointed

by Senate §216
Provision for organization § 215
Liability to military duty §214
Major General §218
Militia officers, removal §216
National Guard § 222
Officers § 216
Weapons §215
Who liable for duty §214
MINES AND MINERALS
Exploration §81
Navigable waters § 81
Schools and education § 206A
MISSISSIPPI RIVER
Taxation of property §238
MISTAKES
Jurisdiction of court § 147
MONOPOLIES AND RESTRAINTS OF TRADE
Generally § 198
MORTGAGES AND DEEDS OF TRUST
Special or private laws §90(e)
MOTOR VEHICLES
Taxation, assessment §112
MUNICIPAL SEPARATE SCHOOL DISTRICTS
Funds and taxation § 206
MUNICIPALITIES

Abuse of powers $§ 80
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Alleys, closing streets
Charter
Claims by or against municipality
Adoption of State Constitution
Limitation of actions
Remission or release
Conflict of interest, officer
Continuance of officers
Corporations, tax exemptions
Credit of, loans to corporations
Elections
Equalization of assessments
Highways and streets
Interest in public contracts
Limitations of actions
Maps, plats, and surveys
Personal performance of officers
Private ways, roads
Public lands,

16th section/lieu lands
Railroads
Removal from office
Statute of limitations
Subscribing to capital stock
Water supply and waterworks

MUTUAL ACCOUNTS

Jurisdiction of suits

MISSISSIPPI CONSTITUTION

§ 90(m)
$ 88

§ 284,
§ 212

§ 104

§ 100

§ 109

§ 284

§ 192

§ 183

§ 245
§112

§ 90(m)
§ 109

§ 104

§ 90(m)
$ 267

§ 110

§ 211
§ 192
§ 139
§ 104
§$ 183, 275
§ 192

§ 161

“N-

NAMES

Local, private, or special
State, in name of
NARCOTICS

Crimes involving

§90
§ 169

§ 26

NATURE AND CAUSE OF ACCUSATION

Generally
NAVIGABLE WATERS

Obstruction of

NEGLECT OF DUTY

Deduction from officer’s salary

NEGLIGENCE

Railroads, employee

NEW COUNTY

Formation of

§ 26

§ 81

§78

§193

$ 260
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NEWSPAPERS
Freedom of press §13
NONPROFIT ORGANIZATIONS
Hospitals, charity § 86
NONRESIDENT ALIENS
Holding of lands § 84
NOTARIES PUBLIC
Officers of other government § 266
NOTICE
Constitutional amendment §273
Legislature, vacancy §122
Railroads, defective or unsafe §193
Taxation, levee board or district ~ § 234
NURSING FACILITIES
Generally §262
-0O-
OATH OR AFFIRMATION
Chancery clerks § 268
Chancery Court, chancellors § 155
Circuit clerks § 268
Circuit Judges § 155
Elections, electors §242
Impeachment $49
Justice Court § 155
Legislature §40
Impeachment $49
Investigations § 60
Office § 268
Search warrant §23
Supreme Court Judge § 155
OBLIGATION OF CONTRACTS
Generally §16
OBSTRUCTION OR INTERFERENCE
Contract S 16
Employer and employee § 191
Laches or delay §24
Navigable waters, railroads,
exploration § 81
OFFER OF BRIBE
Disqualification § 44
OFFICIAL BONDS

Generally § 82
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OIL

Exploration, production,
or transportation

MISSISSIPPI CONSTITUTION

§ 81

OMNIBUS APPROPRIATION BILLS

Contents

OPEN SESSIONS

Legislature

OPEN SHOP
Generally

OVERRIDING VETO
Generally

PARDONS

Governor

PASSENGERS

Railroads

PEACEABLE ASSEMBLY
Right to

PENAL INSTITUTIONS
Generally

PENITENTIARY
Generally
Agriculture or farm
Commutation of sentences
Contracts, prison labor
Employment of convicts
Highway work
Reformatory schools
Repugnant laws repealed
PENSIONS
Generally
PERJURY
Generally
PERSONAL INJURIES
Due process right to remedy
Railroad, employees
PERSONAL PROPERTY
Railroads, rolling stock
PETIT JURORS

Qualifications

§69

§58

§ 198

§72

_P-

§ 124

§ 184

§11

§ 224 et seq.

§ 224 et seq.
§ 225

§ 225

§ 224

§§ 224, 226
§ 85

§ 225

§ 275

§93

SS 44, 242

§ 24
§193

§ 185

§ 264
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PETITION

Government

INDEX

§11

PETROLEUM AND PETROLEUM PRODUCTS

Education Improvement Fund
Government department, fuel
Navigable waters

PLANTERS BANK BONDS
State not to pay

PLEADINGS
Attachment against debtor
Private or special laws
Venue, pardon petition

PLEDGES
Credit of state

POCKET VETO
Generally

POLICE POWER
Generally
Conservators of peace
Corporations, control and
regulation

POLITICAL YEAR OF STATE

Commencement

§ 206A
§ 107
§ 81

§ 258

§ 163
§90(c)
§ 124

§ 258

§72

S6
§ 167

§ 190

§ 257

POLITICS AND POLITICAL MATTERS

Protection of employees
political rights
Schoolteacher’s political rights

POOR PERSONS

County home or farm
Hospitals

POSSESSION
Chancery jurisdiction to decree
Weapons

PREFERENCE OR PRIORITY

Religious sect or mode of religion

PRESENCE OF ACCUSED
Generally

PRESIDENT OF SENATE

Lieutenant Governor

PRESIDENT OF UNITED STATES
Electors, Oath to support
Constitution
Privilege from arrest

§ 191
§ 213A

§ 262
§ 86

§ 160
§12

§18

§ 26

§ 129

§ 242
§ 102

PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE OF STATE SENATE

Generally

§39
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Acting Governor
Apportionment of Legislature

PRICE
Execution of court decree,
sale of land

PRIMARY ELECTIONS
Generally

PRINTERS AND PRINTING
State printing
PRISON INDUSTRIES ACT

Nonprofit corporation authorized

PRISONS AND PRISONERS

Children or minors, separation of
Labor by prisoners,

Contracts or agreements
County jails
Levees, work
Penitentiary, repugnant laws
Worship by convicts

PRIVATE SCHOOLS

Special law providing for

State funds used for support
PRIVILEGE AND LICENSE TAXES

Savings and loan associations

PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES
Elections
Judicial Performance Commission
Legislators
Militia
Schools, special laws
PROBABLE CAUSE

Homes, requirement for search
and seizure

PROBATE

Intestate succession

PROCESS AND SERVICE

Adoption of Constitution
Elections,

Vacancy in office

Writs of elections

to fill vacancies

Form
Style of process

PROCLAMATIONS

Amendments to Constitution,

§ 131
§ 254

§111
§ 247
§ 107
§ 225

§ 225

§ 224
§ 226
§ 224
§ 275
§ 225

$ 90(p)
§ 208

§ 181

§ 102
S177A

§ 40 et seq.
§220

§ 90(p)

§23

§$ 90, 159
§279
§77

§77

§ 169
§ 169
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INDEX

Secretary of State §273

Extraordinary session §121
PROFIT

Holding office for § 266

Office of §45
PROMISE

Legislator, promise of vote § 40
PROPERTY AND PUBLIC LANDS

Aliens, nonresident § 84

Corporations, Legislative limitation § 84

Damage, remedy § 24

Delinquent tax lands $79

Deprivation without due process  § 14
Distinction between rights

of men and women § 94
Jurisdiction, courts § 160
Military affairs § 221

Schools and education,
16th section / lieu lands  § 211
Special laws vacating

public grounds § 90(m)
PROSECUTING ATTORNEY
Generally §174
PUBLIC LANDS

Corporations, donation or saleto  § 95
Special law, state-controlled lands  § 90(u)
Counties, Sixteenth section

and lieu lands § 211
Railroads, donation or sale to §95
Title, tax §79

PUBLIC OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES
Generally §§ 250, 267
Adoption of Constitution § 284
Contracts, interest in § 109
Death, authorization for payment  § 92
Duties § 103
Elections, time and manner § 143
Eligibility § 250
Foreign state or country,

Holding office § 266
Grand jury §175
Life terms of office §20
Oath of office § 268
Personal attention to duties § 267
Qualifications § 250
Railroads, free transportation § 188
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Retirement, assets and investments § 272A

Special laws §90(o, t)

Term of office §S$ 20, 252

Wilful neglect of duty §175
PUBLIC POLICY OR INTEREST

Convening Legislature §121

Corporate charter §178
PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

Generally § 186
PUBLIC UTILITIES

Assessment for taxes §112

Exemptions from taxes §192

Gifts or gratuities, carriers §188

Supreme Court, Rate modifications § 146
PUBLICATION

Auditor of Public Accounts,
Statement of expenditures § 113
Legislative session laws, journals ~ § 55

Levee board or district §234

Pardon, petition §124

Speaker of House,

Publish election returns ~ § 140

PUNISHMENT

Legislative members §55
PURCHASES

Levees, purchase of lands § 236

School and education, Interest
of officers and teachers § 210
Stationery § 107

_Q_

QUORUM
Board of Education §203
County Supervisors §170
Legislature § 54
-R-
RAILROADS
Employees, injuries, remedies §193
Public highways §184
Right of way §95
Rolling stock §185
Stock prohibition §183
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INDEX

Taxation, assessment §112
READING OF BILLS

Generally § 59
REGISTRATION OF VOTERS

Generally §$ 242, 249

Time limit prior to elections § 251
REIMBURSEMENTS

Generally § 100
REJECTION OF BILLS

Generally §59
RELIGION

Contributions §270

Freedom §18

Sectarian schools § 208
REMISSION

Release and postponement § 100
REMOVAL FROM OFFICE

Generally §51
REMOVAL OF COUNTY SEAT

Generally §259
RESIDENCY

Generally §41
RESULTS AND RETURNS OF ELECTIONS

Governor § 140
RETIREMENT

Assets, investments §272A

Payment on $ 93
RETURNS

Elections §114
REVENUE BILLS

Generally §$ 68, 70
REVIVAL OF BILLS

Generally § 61
REVIVAL OF REMEDIES

Generally §97
RIGHT OF WAY

Generally §§ 95,110
RULES OF PROCEDURE

Generally § 54 et seq.

181



SEAL OF STATE
Generally

SECESSION FROM UNION
Generally

SECRETARY OF STATE

Generally
Elections, returns and duties

SENATE
Generally
Age, requirements
Apportionment
Creation
Election
Officers, election
President Pro Tempore, election
Qualifications
Residency

SHERIFES
Generally

MISSISSIPPI CONSTITUTION

_S-

§§ 126, 127

§S7

§133
§114

§35
§42

§ 254
§33

§S 35, 37
§ 38

§ 39

§ 38
§42

§§ 135, 136, 138

SIXTEENTH SECTION AND LIEU LANDS

Uncleared lands

§ 211

STATE INSTITUTION OF HIGHER LEARNING

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Generally

STATE LIBRARIAN

Generally
Election

STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS

Generally
Revival of remedy

SUPREME COURT
Generally
Age of judge
Clerk of
Compensation of judge
Consanguinity, relationship
Divisions
Jurisdiction
Justices, number
Public utilities, jurisdiction
Qualifications, justices
Removal from office

§ 213A

§ 106
$$ 99, 106

§ 104
§$97

§ 144
§ 150
§ 168
§ 166
§ 165
§ 149A
§ 146
§ 145 et seq.
§ 146
§ 150
§53
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INDEX

Sessions § 148

Terms of office § 149
SURVEYOR OF COUNTY

Generally §§ 135, 136, 138

-T-

TAX COLLECTORS

Generally §§ 135, 136, 138
TAXATION

Generally §§ 79, 80, 112

Judiciary §172A
TERMS OF OFFICE

Attorney General §173

Chancery Court judges §153

Elective officers §20

Supreme Court judges § 149

Surveyor §135
TITLE OF BILL

Generally §71
TREASON

Generally §$ 10, 50, 51
TREASURER OF STATE

Generally § 134

Default of duty §125
TRIAL

Jury trial, right to § 31
TRUSTS AND TRUSTEES

Colleges and universities §213A

-U-

UNACCOUNTED PUBLIC MONEY

Generally §43
UNIFORM CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES LAW

Generally §26
UNIFORMITY

Deeds, recording fee §91

Taxation §112
UNION OF STATE

State to remain §7

UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION
Oath to support,
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MISSISSIPPI CONSTITUTION

Electors § 242

Judges § 155

Public officers § 268
State Constitution §6

UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES

Generally §§ 213, 213A
-V-
VACANCIES IN OFFICE
Acceptance of office §2
Incompatible offices, vacation §2
Institutions of Higher Learning,
Trustees §213A
Judges,
Governor to fill vacancy § 177
Supreme Court judges § 149
Notice, Legislature §122
Process and service of process §77
Provisional appointments by Gov. § 103
Tax collector § 125
Treasurer in default § 125
VACATION OF COURT
Clerks, duties § 168
VACATION OF SEAT
Generally §§ 41, 42
VENUE
Application, pardon,
or pleadings petition §124
Place of commission of crime §26
VERDICT
Chancery and Circuit Courts §31
VETO
Pocket veto §72
Rights of Governor §73
VIVA VOCE VOTES
Election, contest § 140
Governor § 141

Legislature, election §76
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“W-

WAGES, SALARIES, AND OTHER COMPENSATION

Adoption of Constitution
Audits and auditors,

Publication of expenditures

Cessation
Chancery Courts
Construction contracts

Coroner

Costs against defendants
Death, payment beyond
Eminent domain
Improvements, decrees
Increase or decrease during

term of office,

Governor

Judges

Special law

Lieutenant Governor

Military affairs

State Superintendent
of Education

Secretary of State

Sheriffs, deputy sheriffs

Surveyors

Tax collectors, assessors

Termination of duties
Treasurer of State

WAIVER AND ESTOPPEL

Indictment waiver
Railroads, employees

Municipalities

WATERS AND WATERCOURSES

Levees
Mines and minerals

Navigable waters, obstruction

Railroads, obstruction
Special laws relating

WEAPONS

Concealed weapons
Military affairs

WELFARE

Blind persons, schools
Deaf persons, schools

§ 284

§ 113

§ 108

$$ 160, 166
§ 96

§ 135

§ 261

§92

§17

§ 160

§118
§ 166
§90(0)
§ 130
§215

§ 204
§133
§ 135
§ 135
§ 135
§ 108
§134

§ 27
§193

WATER SUPPLY AND WATERWORKS

§192

§ 227 et seq.
§ 81

§ 81

§ 81

§90(q)

§12
§ 215

$ 209
$ 209
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MISSISSIPPI CONSTITUTION

Nursing homes, other institutions § 262
Training schools § 225
WILLFUL ACTS AND CONDUCT

Judicial Performance Commission § 177A

Public officer, willful neglect §175
WILLS AND TESTAMENTS

Chancery Court, jurisdiction § 159
WITNESSES

Confrontation, accused’s right §26

Self-incrimination §26

Treason § 10

-Y-

YAZOO-MISSISSIPPI DELTA LEVEE DISTRICT

Generally § 228

Bill affecting boundaries §234

Board of levee commissioners §229

Compensation for appropriation ~ § 233
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