
 

TASK FORCE TO STUDY UNIFORMITY IN REAL PROPERTY RECORDINGS  

AGENDA -- SECOND MEETING 

Mississippi Secretary of State’s Office 
700 North Street  

Jackson, Mississippi 
 

July 21, 2009 
11:00 A.M. 

 
1. Introductions 
2. Approval of Minutes from Organizational Meeting held on May 14, 2009 (Handout #1) 
3. Presentation by Teleconference by Mark Ladd, National Property Records Industry Association 

(NPRIA) on e-Recording (Handout #2) 
4. Powerpoint Presentation on Uniform Real Property Electronic Recording Act (Handout #3) 
5. Presentation by Clint Pentecost, ITS, re “Madison County Project” 
6. Chancery Clerks Survey Report and Results (Handouts #4 and 5) 
7. Need for Task Force to Participate/Advise re: Implementation of New State Law on Uniform Formatting 

Standards for Land Documents (Handouts #6 and 7) 
8. Other Business 
9. Adjourn 

Upcoming Meeting Dates: August 26; September 22 

Handouts 

1. Minutes of May 14, 2009 Meeting 
2. Bio of Mark Ladd, NPRIA 
3. URPERA materials (PowerPoint Presentation and Article) 
4. Copy of Survey 
5. Survey Responses and Compilation 
6. MS Code Section 89-5-24, Effective July 1, 2009 
7. MS Chancery Clerks Associations Handout “New Document Formatting Guidelines” 
8. Updated Roster of Task Force Members 
9. Alabama Electronic Property Recording Act 
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Code of Alabama Currentness 
Title 35. Property. 

 Chapter 4. Conveyances and Creation of Estates. 
 Article 3. . Recordation and Registration in General. 

 Division 4. . Alabama Uniform Real Property Electronic Recording Act. [Final Placement and Text of 
2009 Legislation is Subject to Editorial Action of the Code Commissioner] 

 
HISTORY 
 
Effective date: 
 
The act which added this division is effective January 1, 2010. 
 
Ala. Code 1975 T. 35, Ch. 4, Art. 3, D. 4, Refs & Annos, AL ST T. 35, Ch. 4, Art. 3, D. 4, Refs & Annos 
 
Current through Act 2009-580, except Acts 2009-389, 2009-390, 2009-391, 2009-486, 2009-513, 2009-543, and 
2009-569. 
 
Copr (c) 2009 by State of Alabama. All rights reserved. 
 
END OF DOCUMENT 
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Code of Alabama Currentness 

Title 35. Property. 
 Chapter 4. Conveyances and Creation of Estates. 

 Article 3. . Recordation and Registration in General. 
 Division 4. . Alabama Uniform Real Property Electronic Recording Act. [Final Placement and Text of 

2009 Legislation is Subject to Editorial Action of the Code Commissioner] (Refs & Annos) 
 § 35-4-120. (Final placement and text of 2009 legislation is subject to editorial action of the Code 

Commissioner) Short title. 
 
This act may be cited as the Alabama Uniform Real Property Electronic Recording Act. 
 
CREDIT(S) 
 
(Act 2009-510, § 1.) 
 
HISTORY 
 
Effective date: 
 
The act which added this section is effective May 14, 2009. 
 
Ala. Code 1975 § 35-4-120, AL ST § 35-4-120 
 
Current through Act 2009-580, except Acts 2009-389, 2009-390, 2009-391, 2009-486, 2009-513, 2009-543, and 
2009-569. 
 
Copr (c) 2009 by State of Alabama. All rights reserved. 
 
END OF DOCUMENT 
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Code of Alabama Currentness 

Title 35. Property. 
 Chapter 4. Conveyances and Creation of Estates. 

 Article 3. . Recordation and Registration in General. 
 Division 4. . Alabama Uniform Real Property Electronic Recording Act. [Final Placement and Text of 

2009 Legislation is Subject to Editorial Action of the Code Commissioner] (Refs & Annos) 
 § 35-4-121. (Final placement and text of 2009 legislation is subject to editorial action of the Code 

Commissioner) Definitions. 
 
In this act: 
 

(1) “Document” means information that is: 
 

a. Inscribed on a tangible medium or that is stored in an electronic or other medium and is retrievable in per-
ceivable form. 

 
b. Eligible to be recorded in the land records maintained by the judge of probate. 

 
(2) “Electronic” means relating to technology having electrical, digital, magnetic, wireless, optical, electromagnetic, 
or similar capabilities. 

 
(3) “Electronic document” means a document that is received by the judge of probate in an electronic form. 

 
(4) “Electronic signature” means an electronic sound, symbol, or process attached to or logically associated with a 
document and executed or adopted by a person with the intent to sign the document. 

 
(5) “Person” means an individual, corporation, business trust, estate, trust, partnership, limited liability company, 
association, joint venture, public corporation, government, or governmental subdivision, agency, or instrumentality, 
or any other legal or commercial entity. 

 
(6) “State” means a state of the United States, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, the United States Virgin Isl-
ands, or any territory or insular possession subject to the jurisdiction of the United States. 

 
CREDIT(S) 
 
(Act 2009-510, § 2.) 
 
HISTORY 
 
Effective date: 
 
The act which added this section is effective May 14, 2009. 
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Ala. Code 1975 § 35-4-121, AL ST § 35-4-121 
 
Current through Act 2009-580, except Acts 2009-389, 2009-390, 2009-391, 2009-486, 2009-513, 2009-543, and 
2009-569. 
 
Copr (c) 2009 by State of Alabama. All rights reserved. 
 
END OF DOCUMENT 
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Code of Alabama Currentness 

Title 35. Property. 
 Chapter 4. Conveyances and Creation of Estates. 

 Article 3. . Recordation and Registration in General. 
 Division 4. . Alabama Uniform Real Property Electronic Recording Act. [Final Placement and Text of 

2009 Legislation is Subject to Editorial Action of the Code Commissioner] (Refs & Annos) 
 § 35-4-122. (Final placement and text of 2009 legislation is subject to editorial action of the Code 

Commissioner) Validity of electronic documents. 
 
(a) If a law requires, as a condition for recording, that a document be an original, be on paper or another tangible 
medium, or be in writing, the requirement is satisfied by an electronic document satisfying this act. 
 
(b) If a law requires, as a condition for recording, that a document be signed, the requirement is satisfied by an elec-
tronic signature. 
 
(c) A requirement that a document or a signature associated with a document be notarized, acknowledged, verified, 
witnessed, or made under oath is satisfied if the electronic signature of the person authorized to perform that act, and 
all other information required to be included, is attached to or logically associated with the document or signature. A 
physical or electronic image of a stamp, impression, or seal need not accompany an electronic signature. 
 
CREDIT(S) 
 
(Act 2009-510, § 3.) 
 
HISTORY 
 
Effective date: 
 
The act which added this section is effective May 14, 2009. 
 
Ala. Code 1975 § 35-4-122, AL ST § 35-4-122 
 
Current through Act 2009-580, except Acts 2009-389, 2009-390, 2009-391, 2009-486, 2009-513, 2009-543, and 
2009-569. 
 
Copr (c) 2009 by State of Alabama. All rights reserved. 
 
END OF DOCUMENT 

© 2009 Thomson Reuters/West. No Claim to Orig. US Gov. Works. 
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Code of Alabama Currentness 

Title 35. Property. 
 Chapter 4. Conveyances and Creation of Estates. 

 Article 3. . Recordation and Registration in General. 
 Division 4. . Alabama Uniform Real Property Electronic Recording Act. [Final Placement and Text of 

2009 Legislation is Subject to Editorial Action of the Code Commissioner] (Refs & Annos) 
 § 35-4-123. (Final placement and text of 2009 legislation is subject to editorial action of the Code 

Commissioner) Recording of documents. 
 
(a) In this section, “paper document” means a document that is received by the judge of probate in a form that is not 
electronic. 
 
(b) A judge of probate: 
 

(1) Who implements any of the functions listed in this section shall do so in compliance with standards established 
by the Electronic Recording Commission. 

 
(2) May receive, index, store, archive, and transmit electronic documents. 

 
(3) May provide for access to, and for search and retrieval of, documents and information by electronic means. 

 
(4) Who accepts electronic documents for recording shall continue to accept paper documents as authorized by state 
law and shall place entries for both types of documents in the same index. 

 
(5) May convert paper documents accepted for recording into electronic form. 

 
(6) May convert into electronic form information recorded before the judge of probate began to record electronic 
documents. 

 
(7) May accept electronically any fee or tax that the judge of probate is authorized to collect. 

 
(8) May agree with other officials of a state or a political subdivision thereof, or of the United States, on procedures 
or processes to facilitate the electronic satisfaction of prior approvals and conditions precedent to recording and the 
electronic payment of fees and taxes as provided for in the standards to implement this act. 

 
CREDIT(S) 
 
(Act 2009-510, § 4.) 
 
HISTORY 
 
Effective date: 
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The act which added this section is effective May 14, 2009. 
 
Ala. Code 1975 § 35-4-123, AL ST § 35-4-123 
 
Current through Act 2009-580, except Acts 2009-389, 2009-390, 2009-391, 2009-486, 2009-513, 2009-543, and 
2009-569. 
 
Copr (c) 2009 by State of Alabama. All rights reserved. 
 
END OF DOCUMENT 

© 2009 Thomson Reuters/West. No Claim to Orig. US Gov. Works. 
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Code of Alabama Currentness 

Title 35. Property. 
 Chapter 4. Conveyances and Creation of Estates. 

 Article 3. . Recordation and Registration in General. 
 Division 4. . Alabama Uniform Real Property Electronic Recording Act. [Final Placement and Text of 

2009 Legislation is Subject to Editorial Action of the Code Commissioner] (Refs & Annos) 
 § 35-4-124. (Final placement and text of 2009 legislation is subject to editorial action of the Code 

Commissioner) Administration and standards. 
 
(a) The Electronic Recording Commission consisting of 14 members is created to adopt standards to implement this 
act. The members shall be appointed as follows: 
 

(1) Six judges of probate or chief clerks appointed by the Alabama Probate Judges Association. 
 

(2) Two practicing attorneys appointed by the Alabama State Bar Association. 
 

(3) One person engaged in the business of title insurance in the State of Alabama appointed by the Alabama Land 
Title Association, a division of the Dixie Land Title Association. 

 
(4) One person appointed by the Alabama Bankers Association. 

 
(5) One person appointed by the Association of County Commissions of Alabama. 

 
(6) The Chief Examiner of the Alabama Department of Examiners of Public Accounts, or his or her designee. 

 
(7) The Director of the Alabama Department of Archives and History, or his or her designee. 

 
(8) One person appointed by the Alabama Association of Realtors. 

 
(b) To keep the standards and practices of judges of probate in this state in harmony with the standards and practices of 
recording offices in other jurisdictions that enact substantially this act and to keep the technology used by judges of 
probate in this state compatible with technology used by recording offices in other jurisdictions that enact substantially 
this act, the Electronic Commission, so far as is consistent with the purposes, policies, and provisions of this act in 
adopting, amending, and repealing standards, shall consider: 
 

(1) Standards and practices of other jurisdictions. 
 

(2) The most recent standards promulgated by national standard-setting bodies, such as the Property Records In-
dustry Association. 

 
(3) The views of interested persons and governmental officials and entities. 

 
(4) The needs of counties of varying size, population, and resources. 
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(5) Standards requiring adequate information security protection to ensure that electronic documents are accurate, 
authentic, adequately preserved, and resistant to tampering. 

 
(c) The Electronic Recording Commission shall adopt standards pursuant to this act. The commission shall prescribe 
uniform standards for electronic recording of real estate records for any county participating in the electronic re-
cording of real estate in the county. The Secretary of State, pursuant to the Alabama Administrative Procedure Act, 
shall immediately implement the standards adopted by the Electronic Recording Commission without change. 
 
CREDIT(S) 
 
(Act 2009-510, § 5.) 
 
HISTORY 
 
Effective date: 
 
The act which added this section is effective May 14, 2009. 
 
Ala. Code 1975 § 35-4-124, AL ST § 35-4-124 
 
Current through Act 2009-580, except Acts 2009-389, 2009-390, 2009-391, 2009-486, 2009-513, 2009-543, and 
2009-569. 
 
Copr (c) 2009 by State of Alabama. All rights reserved. 
 
END OF DOCUMENT 

© 2009 Thomson Reuters/West. No Claim to Orig. US Gov. Works. 
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Code of Alabama Currentness 

Title 35. Property. 
 Chapter 4. Conveyances and Creation of Estates. 

 Article 3. . Recordation and Registration in General. 
 Division 4. . Alabama Uniform Real Property Electronic Recording Act. [Final Placement and Text of 

2009 Legislation is Subject to Editorial Action of the Code Commissioner] (Refs & Annos) 
 § 35-4-125. (Final placement and text of 2009 legislation is subject to editorial action of the Code 

Commissioner) Scope and restrictions. 
 
Except as expressly provided in this act or the standards adopted by the Electronic Recording Commission, nothing in 
this act or any rule adopted pursuant to this act may amend, alter, or repeal the substantive law of this state as it relates 
to the requirements of any real property recording. 
 
CREDIT(S) 
 
(Act 2009-510, § 6.) 
 
HISTORY 
 
Effective date: 
 
The act which added this section is effective May 14, 2009. 
 
Ala. Code 1975 § 35-4-125, AL ST § 35-4-125 
 
Current through Act 2009-580, except Acts 2009-389, 2009-390, 2009-391, 2009-486, 2009-513, 2009-543, and 
2009-569. 
 
Copr (c) 2009 by State of Alabama. All rights reserved. 
 
END OF DOCUMENT 
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Code of Alabama Currentness 

Title 35. Property. 
 Chapter 4. Conveyances and Creation of Estates. 

 Article 3. . Recordation and Registration in General. 
 Division 4. . Alabama Uniform Real Property Electronic Recording Act. [Final Placement and Text of 

2009 Legislation is Subject to Editorial Action of the Code Commissioner] (Refs & Annos) 
 § 35-4-126. (Final placement and text of 2009 legislation is subject to editorial action of the Code 

Commissioner) Uniformity of application and construction. 
 
In applying and construing this uniform act, consideration must be given to the need to promote uniformity of the law 
with respect to its subject matter among states that enact it. 
 
CREDIT(S) 
 
(Act 2009-510, § 7.) 
 
HISTORY 
 
Effective date: 
 
The act which added this section is effective May 14, 2009. 
 
Ala. Code 1975 § 35-4-126, AL ST § 35-4-126 
 
Current through Act 2009-580, except Acts 2009-389, 2009-390, 2009-391, 2009-486, 2009-513, 2009-543, and 
2009-569. 
 
Copr (c) 2009 by State of Alabama. All rights reserved. 
 
END OF DOCUMENT 
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Code of Alabama Currentness 

Title 35. Property. 
 Chapter 4. Conveyances and Creation of Estates. 

 Article 3. . Recordation and Registration in General. 
 Division 4. . Alabama Uniform Real Property Electronic Recording Act. [Final Placement and Text of 

2009 Legislation is Subject to Editorial Action of the Code Commissioner] (Refs & Annos) 
 § 35-4-127. (Final placement and text of 2009 legislation is subject to editorial action of the Code 

Commissioner) Relation to Electronic Signatures in Global and National Commerce Act. 
 
This act modifies, limits, and supersedes the federal Electronic Signatures in Global and National Commerce Act (15 
U.S.C. Section 7001, et seq.) but does not modify, limit, or supersede Section 101(c) of that act (15 U.S.C. Section 
7001(c)) or authorize electronic delivery of any of the notices described in Section 103(b) of that act (15 U.S.C. Sec-
tion 7003(b)). 
 
CREDIT(S) 
 
(Act 2009-510, § 8.) 
 
HISTORY 
 
Effective date: 
 
The act which added this section is effective May 14, 2009. 
 
Ala. Code 1975 § 35-4-127, AL ST § 35-4-127 
 
Current through Act 2009-580, except Acts 2009-389, 2009-390, 2009-391, 2009-486, 2009-513, 2009-543, and 
2009-569. 
 
Copr (c) 2009 by State of Alabama. All rights reserved. 
 
END OF DOCUMENT 
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TASK FORCE TO STUDY UNIFORMITY IN REAL 
PROPERTY RECORDINGS 

 (As established in House Bill No. 489, 2009 Regular Session) 
 

Land Records Survey 
June 10, 2009 

 
Dear Chancery Clerk, the Task Force is compiling information on the various systems used by the 
Chancery Clerks’ Offices for the recording, indexing, storing and retrieving of real property documents.  
Please help us by completing this survey and returning it to the Mississippi Secretary of State’s Office, in 
care of Cheryn Baker, at fax number 601-359-1499 or by email to her at Cheryn.Baker@sos.ms.gov.  If 
you have any questions please call Ms. Baker at 601-359-1401.  We would appreciate you returning this 
survey by June 30, 2009. 
 
Clerk’s Name and County: _________________   
 
1.  How are deeds, deeds of trust and other land instruments filed in your office’s land records? 
 
     ___  paper copies 

 
     ___  scanned electronic or digitized copies 
 
     ___  both 
 
2.  How are deeds, deeds of trust and other land instruments indexed in your office? 
 
     __  traditional bound index book 
 
     ___  electronic or computer indexes 
 
     ___  both 
 
If any of your records are recorded or indexed electronically, please answer Question 3-8, otherwise skip to 
Question 10. 
 
3.  My scanned or digitized record copies cover the period of time from __________ to __________. 
 
4.  My electronic or computer indexes cover the period of time from __________ to __________. 
 
5.  My electronic or computer records are available for viewing and searching by: 
 
     (check all that apply) 
 
     ___  staff 
 
     ___  registered users 
 
     ___  attorneys 
 
     ___  general public 
 
6.  Is there a charge for access or use of electronic or computer records? 
 
     ___  no 
 
     ___  yes 
 

mailto:Cheryn.Baker@sos.ms.gov


7.  Are any of your computer or electronically maintained records available on the internet? 
 
     ___  no 
 
     ___  yes 
 
8.  Please list the name and address, contact person and telephone number of the vendor responsible for 
     developing and maintaining your electronic or computer records system. 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________  
 
____________________________________________________________________________________  
 
____________________________________________________________________________________  
 
9.  Please list the name of the person to contact to get more information about your office’s automation of 
     the land records.  Include their phone number and email address. 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________  
 
____________________________________________________________________________________  
 
____________________________________________________________________________________  
 
10.  Approximately how many deeds or land related instruments are filed in your office every year. 
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
11.  Are you currently considering implementing a system for electronic storage and retrieval of land 
       records filed in your office? 
 
     ___  no 
 
     ___  yes 
 
12.  Have you seen in operation or in a demonstration an electronic land record management system that 
       you were impressed with?  If so, please state where you saw the system and the name of the company 
      which developed or demonstrated the system and the contact information for that company. 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________  
 
13.  Please describe your general feelings about electronic or computer land management systems. 
 
     ___  not interested 
 
     ___  might be interested 
 
     ___  very interested 
 
     ___  other (please explain)  __________________________________________________________  
 
              ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

























BIO for Mark Ladd 
 
Mark Ladd served as the Racine County (WI) Register of Deeds from January 1994 until 
December 2004.   
 
During his tenure as Register of Deeds, Ladd was President of the Wisconsin Register 
of Deeds Association (1999-2000) and served on the board of directors for the National 
Association of County Recorders, Election Officials and Clerks (NACRC).  He also 
served as the Public Sector Co-Chair for the Property Records Industry Association’s 
(PRIA) Technology Committee. 
 
On January 15th, 2003 Ladd rolled out Racine County’s Electronic Recording System 
and recorded the first fully electronic real estate documents in the state of Wisconsin. 
 
In July 2004 Ladd joined a software company dedicated to electronic recording systems 
and continued his work in the electronic recording arena, representing that company to 
both PRIA and the Mortgage Industry Standards Maintenance Organization (MISMO) in 
their efforts to develop the data standards necessary to affect paperless, electronic real 
estate documents. 
 
Today, Ladd heads Addison/One, LLC, a consulting firm focused on electronic real 
estate transactions.  In this role, Ladd serves as a consultant to the PRIA Technology 
Committee and the PRIA Land Fraud Committee, placing him at the center of two of the 
hottest topics in the property records world. 
 
In January 2008 Ladd was elected to the position of Chair of the LegalXML Member 
Section of the Organization for the Advancement of Structured Information Standards 
(OASIS).  This section of the OASIS consortium is focused on technology standards that 
facilitate electronic legal documents and filings. 
 
Ladd’s background as a Register of Deeds, his involvement in the national standard 
setting process and experience in the private sector provides comprehensive insight into 
the emerging electronic recording arena. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

TASK FORCE TO STUDY UNIFORMITY IN REAL 
PROPERTY RECORDINGS  

(as established in House Bill No. 489, 2009 Regular Session) 
 

MINUTES OF ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING 
May 14, 2009 

 
The first meeting of the Task Force to Study Uniformity in Real Property Recordings was 

called to order on Thursday May 14, 2009 at 12:00 P.M. at the Office of the Secretary of State, 

700 North Street, Jackson, Mississippi. 

A list of the persons who were present is attached at Exhibit A. 

Secretary Hosemann, Chairman of the Task Force, welcomed the group and thanked them for 

their attendance.  He directed the members to the packet of materials that had been provided and 

indicated that minutes of the meeting would be kept by the Secretary of State staff and 

distributed to the members for review. 

The members selected Steve Amos, Copiah County Chancery Clerk, as the Vice Chair of the 

Task Force.

Secretary Hosemann reviewed the mission and objectives of the Task Force as set forth in 

House Bill 489 and in the materials. 

The members shared thoughts and ideas on these objectives. They discussed that achieving a 

uniform system would be difficult, as each county has its own unique system of recording and 

indexing real estate documents.  Many counties, however, use one of a small handful of 

commercial vendors (including Delta Computer Systems, Tri-State Consulting Services and 

others) for their software and hardware needs. While a few counties, such as Madison County, 

 
 



have all their deeds on-line, other counties have essentially manual recording systems that are 

not accessible over the internet.  One member suggested that the Task Force conduct a survey of 

the chancery clerks to determine the different types of systems they each utilize for recording 

and indexing real estate documents, including turnaround times, the software they use and any 

electronic or on-line capabilities.  Mr. Amos offered to distribute the survey to the chancery 

clerks and suggested that a representative from the Task Force speak to the chancery clerks at 

their annual meeting in Natchez in July on the subject.  In addition, the staff at the Secretary of 

State’s Office will contact the vendors to obtain more information about their systems. 

The members discussed a new law (Section 89-5-24) which will go into effect in July 2009 

that establishes formatting standards for real estate documents.  They also mentioned the 

existence of several uniform and model laws on electronic filing of documents that should be 

reviewed as part of this project. 

The Task Force also discussed the potential difficulty, expense and time that would be 

required to establish a retroactive uniform system, as opposed to making the system uniform on a 

prospective basis only. They also discussed that lack of funding on the state and county level is a 

huge stumbling block for this project. Senator Briggs Hobson stated that there was a fund 

appropriated by the Legislature for a pilot program of electronic filing in the court systems and 

that the Task Force should research this fund further to determine if any of these funds could be 

used for this project. The members also discussed the possibility of charging user fees or an 

additional or increased recording fee to pay for the uniform system.  

A member suggested that the Task Force find out whether any states had recently converted 

their property recordings to a uniform system to see how the conversion was accomplished.  The 

group agreed that this would be a good idea.  Craig Orgeron, of the Mississippi Department of 
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Information Services, informed the Task Force that the Department was involved in the Supreme 

Court’s e-filing pilot program and offered to organize a presentation on that program for the 

Task Force.  Another member explained how the e-filing system works in Federal Court and the 

security measures this system has in place to protect against fraud or misuse.  The Secretary of 

State also has a system of electronic filing and storage of Uniform Commercial Code documents 

that was mentioned as a possible model. Finally, one member suggested that Tennessee’s “E-file 

anytime” system be reviewed.  

Mr. Orgeron mentioned that there is a geospatial map of the state maintained by ITS and that 

one layer of this map has a slot for property ownership data. The Task Force should consider 

integrating this map into its recommendations as appropriate.  

The members agreed that the best dates for meetings would be on Tuesdays or Wednesdays.  

Secretary Hosemann announced that he would contact the members before scheduling the next 

meeting to determine the best date to hold the next meeting. 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 1:15 P.M. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Cheryn Baker 

Assistant Secretary of State 

Policy and Research Division 

 





















































Task Force to Study Uniformity in Real Property Recordings 2009 Roster 
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