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as close to equal in population as permissible under law.  It is also intended that no district 
shall contain any of the area included within the description of another district. 
 
 (2)  If the districts described in this joint resolution do not carry out the purposes 
thereof because of unintentional omissions, duplications, overlapping areas, erroneous 
nomenclature, lack of adequate maps or descriptions of political subdivisions, wards or 
other divisions thereof, or of their boundary lines, then the Secretary of State, at the 
request of the Chair or Vice Chairman of the Standing Joint Legislative Committee on 
Reapportionment shall, by order, correct such omissions, overlaps, erroneous 
nomenclature or other defects in the description of districts so as to accomplish the 
purposes and objectives of this joint resolution. 
 
 (3)  In promulgating such orders, the Secretary of State, in addition to achieving 
equality in the population of districts as permissible under law and ensuring that all areas 
of the state 
 
are completely and accurately encompassed in such districts, shall be guided by the 
following standards: 
 
  (a)  In any instance in which there is a conflict between the description of a 
district as provided in this joint resolution and the map of the Senate districts developed 
by the Standing Joint Legislative Committee on Reapportionment in conjunction with the 
adopted redistricting plan, the map shall control; however, in instances in which the map 
is inconclusive, the criteria provided in paragraphs (b) through (f) of this subsection shall 
control any dispute or issue regarding the composition of any Senate district; 
 
  (b)  Gaps in the description of a district shall be completed in a manner that 
results in a total description of the district that is consonant with the description of adjacent 
districts and results in complete contiguity of districts; 
 
  (c)  Areas of the state included within the descriptions of more than one (1) 
district shall be allocated to the district having the lowest population; 
 
  (d)  Areas of the state not included within the descriptions of any district shall 
be allocated to the adjacent district having the lowest population; 
 
  (e)  In the event that the area subject to corrected description or allocation 
as provided in paragraphs (b), (c) and (d) of this subsection is of such size or contains 
such population that its inclusion as a unit in any district would result in substantial 
disparity in the size, shape or population of the district, then the Secretary of State may 
allocate portions of the area to two (2) or more districts; and 
 
  (f)  In any allocation of area or correction of descriptions made pursuant to 
this joint resolution, the Secretary of State shall, consistent with the foregoing standards, 
preserve the contiguity and compactness of districts and avoid the unnecessary division 
of political subdivisions. 
 
 (4)  Copies of such orders shall be filed by the Secretary of State in his office and 
in the offices of the affected commissioners of election and registrars.  The Secretary of 
State may adopt reasonable rules regulating the procedure for applications for orders 
under this joint resolution in the manner of serving and filing a notice or copy of orders 
relating thereto.  Upon the filing of an order, the description of any affected district shall 
be deemed to have been corrected in the manner provided in such order to the full extent 
as if the correction had been contained in the original description provided in this joint 
resolution. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Standing Joint Legislative Committee on 
Reapportionment is directed to provide all information necessary to assist the counties in 
identifying the boundaries of the districts described in this joint resolution. 



SENATE JOURNAL 
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 2025 

 

847 

 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the redistricting contained in this joint 
resolution shall supersede any prior redistricting, and any prior redistricting shall be null 
and void upon the date this joint resolution is effectuated. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Chairman and Vice Chairman of the 
Standing Joint Legislative Committee on Reapportionment shall file copies of this plan 
with the Mississippi Department of Archives and History, the Secretary of State, the Clerk 
of the Mississippi House of Representatives, and the Secretary of the Mississippi State 
Senate. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That if any paragraph, sentence, clause, phrase or 
any part of this joint resolution is declared to be unconstitutional or void, or if for any reason 
is declared to be invalid or of no effect, the remaining paragraphs, sentences, clauses, 
phrases or parts thereof shall be in no manner affected thereby, but shall remain in full 
force and effect. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the redistricting of House of Representatives 
districts and Senate districts shall be deemed to be separate from each other.  The 
invalidity of the districts of one (1) house shall not affect or require the redistricting of the 
other house. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Joint Legislative Committee on 
Compilation, Revision and Publication of Legislation is hereby directed to see to it that 
this resolution is placed in the editor's notes that follow Section 5-1-3, Mississippi Code of 
1972. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Chairman of the Senate Rules Committee, 
with the assistance of counsel, is hereby directed to submit this resolution, upon its 
adoption by both houses of the Legislature, to the United States District Court for the 
Southern District of Mississippi, Northern Division, in the matter styled Mississippi State 
Conf. of the NAACP v. State Bd. of Election Comm'rs., No. 3:22-CV-734. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That in redrawing the new Senate districts and 
affected surrounding districts, an effort was made to affect the fewest districts possible, 
so as to minimize confusion for the voters and the burden on local election officials in 
administering elections. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That it is the intention of the Legislature that all 
Senate elections conducted in districts amended by this joint resolution, and held in 2025, 
be administered in accordance with the following schedule: 
 
 April 25:  Deadline for delivery of detailed maps and address libraries to local 
election officials.  
 
 May 19:  Qualifying begins. 
 
 May 30:  Qualifying deadline. 
 
 June 6:  Deadline for State Executive Committees to submit names of qualified 
candidates. 
 
 June 21:  The Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act, PL 99-110, 
100 Stat. 924, (UOCAVA) absentee voting begins for special primary election. 
 
 August 5:  Special Primary Election Day. 
 
 September 2:  Special Primary Runoff Election Day. 
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 September 20:  UOCAVA absentee voting begins for special general election. 
 
 November 4:  Special General Election Day. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution shall take effect and be in force 
from and after its approval by the United States District Court for the Southern District of 
Mississippi, Northern Division, in the matter styled Mississippi State Conf. of the NAACP 
v. State Bd. of Election Comm'rs., No. 3:22-CV-734." 
 
 Further, amend by striking the title in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 
 
 
 A JOINT RESOLUTION TO AMEND CHAPTER 2150, LAWS OF 2022, TO 
REVISE THE COMPOSITION OF MISSISSIPPI STATE SENATE DISTRICTS 1, 2, 11, 
19, 34, 41, 42, 44 AND 45; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 
 
 Amendment No. 2 to J. R. No. 202 failed. 
 
 
 YEAS AND NAYS On J. R. No. 202.  On motion of Senator Kirby, the rules were 
suspended, the resolution considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and 
nays being taken, it was adopted, title standing as stated, by the following vote: 
 
 Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackwell, Boyd, Carter, Chassaniol, DeBar, DeLano, 
England, Fillingane, Harkins, Hopson, Johnson, Kirby, McCaughn, McMahan, Michel, 
Parker, Parks, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, Seymour, Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, 
Thompson, Turner-Ford, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger.  Total--33. 
 Nays--Blackmon, Blount, Brumfield, Bryan, Butler, Chism, Frazier, Hickman, Hill, 
Horhn, Jackson, McLendon, Norwood, Simmons D. T. (12th), Tate, Thomas.  Total--16. 
 Absent and those not voting----None. 
 Vacancies--1. 
 
 Senator Ladner, who would have voted yea on J. R. No. 202, announced a pair 
with Senator Jordan, who would have voted nay. 

__________ 
 
 Senator Wiggins moved that when the Senate adjourns, it adjourn in memory of 
Marian Hester Trigg of Gautier, MS. 

__________ 
 
 Senators Michel and Hopson moved that when the Senate adjourns, it adjourn in 
memory of Major Mark Richard Pedron (Ret.) of Oxford, MS. 

__________ 
 
 Senator Michel moved that when the Senate adjourns, it adjourn in memory of Mary 
Ella Barnett of Jackson, MS. 

__________ 
 
 Senator Younger moved that when the Senate adjourns, it adjourn in memory of 
Garnet Lee Bridges Tanner of Columbus, MS. 

__________ 
 
 Senator Blackwell moved that the Senate stand in recess until 5:00 PM, at which 
time the Senate would then adjourn until 10:00 AM, Thursday, February 27, 2025. 
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 The motion prevailed, and at 4:28 PM, the Senate stood in recess. 
 

__________ 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELFARE 
 

 Mr. President:  The above-named committee has had under consideration the 
following measures and reports same back with the following recommendations: 
 
 H. B. No. 671:  Hospital Expanded Capacity Program; extend period during which 
expenses incurred by hospitals for ICU beds may be reimbursed under.  Title Sufficient.  
Do Pass As Amended. 
 
 H. B. No. 1262:  Nursing; authorize military medics to take exam to be licensed as 
an LPN.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass. 
 
 H. B. No. 1401:  Community health workers; provide for certification of by Health 
Department and for Medicaid reimbursement for services of.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass. 
 
 H. B. No. 1530:  Mental Health Regional Commissions; authorize boards of 
supervisors to agree to board compositions.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass. 
 
 BRYAN, Chairman 
 

__________ 
 
 Pursuant to adjournment motion previously adopted, the Senate stood adjourned 
at 5:00 PM in memory of Marian Hester Trigg, Major Mark Richard Pedron (Ret.), Mary 
Ella Barnett and Garnet Lee Bridges Tanner. 
 
 Amanda Frusha White, Secretary of the Senate 
 

__________ 
 

INTRODUCTIONS FOR WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 2025 
 

 S. B. No. 3189: Appropriations 
 AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE UNION SCHOOL DISTRICT 
FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH THE 
IMPLEMENTATION OF WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS AND CERTAIN 
PROJECTS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026. 
 By Senator(s) McCaughn 
 
 S. B. No. 3190: Appropriations 
 AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE SCOTT COUNTY SCHOOL 
DISTRICT FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH THE 
FINAL PHASE OF THE STEAM ACADEMY RENOVATIONS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 
2026. 
 By Senator(s) McCaughn 
 
 S. B. No. 3191: Appropriations 
 AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE NEWTON COUNTY SCHOOL 
DISTRICT FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH THE 
FINAL PHASE OF THE NEWTON COUNTY CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION 
CENTER TO INCLUDE POWER ACADEMY EQUIPMENT, CULINARY ARTS 
EQUIPMENT, INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGY EQUIPMENT, UNMANNED AERIAL 
SYSTEMS PROGRAM EQUIPMENT, AND THE INDUSTRY-SPECIFIC SIMULATION 
SOFTWARE FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026. 
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 By Senator(s) McCaughn 
 
 S. B. No. 3192: Appropriations 
 AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE 
NESHOBA COUNTY GENERAL HOSPITAL TO ASSIST IN PAYING COSTS 
ASSOCIATED WITH THE ALLIED HEALTH FACILITY IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE 
MISSISSIPPI UNIVERSITY FOR WOMEN FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING 
COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH THE IMPLEMENTATION OF A JOINT NURSING 
PROGRAM FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026. 
 By Senator(s) McCaughn 
 
 S. B. No. 3193: Appropriations 
 AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE CITY OF HOUSTON, 
MISSISSIPPI, FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH 
IMPROVEMENTS TO THE CHICKASAW COUNTY MUSEUM FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 
2026. 
 By Senator(s) Suber 
 
 S. B. No. 3194: Appropriations 
 AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE CITY OF HOUSTON, 
MISSISSIPPI, FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH 
IMPROVEMENTS TO VETERANS PARK FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026. 
 By Senator(s) Suber 
 
 S. B. No. 3195: Appropriations 
 AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO YALOBUSHA COUNTY FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH MAKING IMPROVEMENTS 
AND PURCHASING EQUIPMENT FOR ALL COUNTY FIRE DEPARTMENTS FOR THE 
FISCAL YEAR 2026. 
 By Senator(s) Suber 
 
 S. B. No. 3196: Appropriations 
 AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO YALOBUSHA COUNTY FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH IMPROVEMENTS AND 
EQUIPMENT FOR THE VELMA FIRE DEPARTMENT FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026. 
 By Senator(s) Suber 
 
 S. B. No. 3197: Appropriations 
 AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE CITY OF WATER VALLEY, 
MISSISSIPPI, FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH 
UPGRADES TO THE CITY ELECTRIC SYSTEM FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026. 
 By Senator(s) Suber 
 
 S. B. No. 3198: Appropriations 
 AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE CITY OF WATER VALLEY, 
MISSISSIPPI, FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH 
IMPROVEMENT TO STREETS AND PAVEMENT FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026. 
 By Senator(s) Suber 
 
 S. B. No. 3199: Appropriations 
 AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE TOWN OF OAKLAND, 
MISSISSIPPI, FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH TWO 
NEW WATER WELLS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026. 
 By Senator(s) Suber 
 
 S. B. No. 3200: Appropriations 
 AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE TOWN OF OAKLAND, 
MISSISSIPPI, FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH THE 
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REPAIR OR REPLACEMENT OF TWO WATER WELL PUMPS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 
2026. 
 By Senator(s) Suber 
 
 S. B. No. 3201: Appropriations 
 AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE TOWN OF COFFEEVILLE, 
MISSISSIPPI, FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH THE 
CONSTRUCTION OF A SPLASH PAD FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026. 
 By Senator(s) Suber 
 
 S. B. No. 3202: Appropriations 
 AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE CITY OF HOUSTON, 
MISSISSIPPI, FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH THE 
IMPROVEMENTS AND UPGRADES TO THE FACILITIES AND EQUIPMENT OF THE 
PROGRESSIVE HEALTH SYSTEMS OF HOUSTON FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026. 
 By Senator(s) Suber 
 
 S. B. No. 3203: Appropriations 
 AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO CHICKASAW COUNTY FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH UPGRADES AND 
IMPROVEMENTS TO COUNTY ROAD 405, ALSO KNOWN AS THORN ROAD, FOR 
THE FISCAL YEAR 2026. 
 By Senator(s) Suber 
 
 S. B. No. 3204: Appropriations 
 AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE CITY OF HOUSTON, 
MISSISSIPPI, FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH 
STREET IMPROVEMENTS AND PAVING FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026. 
 By Senator(s) Suber 
 
 S. B. No. 3205: Appropriations 
 AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE TOWN OF OAKLAND, 
MISSISSIPPI, FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH 
PARK AND WALKING TRACK IMPROVEMENTS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026. 
 By Senator(s) Suber 
 
 S. B. No. 3206: Appropriations 
 AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE TOWN OF OAKLAND, 
MISSISSIPPI, FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH 
STREET IMPROVEMENTS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026. 
 By Senator(s) Suber 
 
 S. B. No. 3207: Appropriations 
 AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE TOWN OF BRUCE, 
MISSISSIPPI, FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH THE 
PURCHASE OF A NEW FIRE TRUCK FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026. 
 By Senator(s) Suber 
 
 S. B. No. 3208: Appropriations 
 AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE TOWN OF VARDAMAN, 
MISSISSIPPI, FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH 
PAVING AND STREET IMPROVEMENTS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026. 
 By Senator(s) Suber 
 
 S. B. No. 3209: Appropriations 
 AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE TOWN OF BRUCE, 
MISSISSIPPI, FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH THE 
CONSTRUCTION OF A NEW POLICE DEPARTMENT FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026. 
 By Senator(s) Suber 
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 S. B. No. 3210: Appropriations 
 AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE CITY OF PONTOTOC, 
MISSISSIPPI, FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH 
UPGRADING THE CITY PARKS AND BUILDING PICKLEBALL COURTS FOR THE 
FISCAL YEAR 2026. 
 By Senator(s) Suber 
 
 S. B. No. 3211: Appropriations 
 AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE TOWN OF BRUCE, 
MISSISSIPPI, FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH 
PAVING AND IMPROVING THE TOWN'S STREETS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026. 
 By Senator(s) Suber 
 
 S. B. No. 3212: Appropriations 
 AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE TOWN OF BRUCE, 
MISSISSIPPI, FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH THE 
PURCHASE OF LAND FOR THE BRUCE POLICE DEPARTMENT FOR THE FISCAL 
YEAR 2026. 
 By Senator(s) Suber 
 
 S. B. No. 3213: Appropriations 
 AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO CALHOUN COUNTY FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH PAVING AND REPAIRING 
COUNTY ROAD 102 FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026. 
 By Senator(s) Suber 
 
 S. B. No. 3214: Appropriations 
 AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO CALHOUN COUNTY FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH THE PURCHASE OF A 
GARBAGE TRUCK FOR TRANSPORTING COUNTY SOLID WASTE FOR THE FISCAL 
YEAR 2026. 
 By Senator(s) Suber 
 
 S. B. No. 3215: Appropriations 
 AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE TOWN OF BRUCE, 
MISSISSIPPI, FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH 
MAKING IMPROVEMENTS TO THE PLAYGROUND IN THE OAKWOOD PARK FOR 
THE FISCAL YEAR 2026. 
 By Senator(s) Suber 
 
 S. B. No. 3216: Appropriations 
 AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO CALHOUN COUNTY FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH THE PURCHASE OF 
GARBAGE CANS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026. 
 By Senator(s) Suber 
 
 S. B. No. 3217: Appropriations 
 AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE CITY OF HOUSTON, 
MISSISSIPPI, FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH 
MAKING IMPROVEMENTS AND FOR NEW CONSTRUCTION FOR THE WALKING 
TRACK AND COMMUNITY CENTER AT BUENA VISTA FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026. 
 By Senator(s) Suber 
 
 S. B. No. 3218: Appropriations 
 AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO CALHOUN COUNTY FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH MILLING, OVERLAYING, AND 
STRIPING COUNTY ROAD 306 FROM THE INTERSECTION WITH COUNTY ROAD 
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317 TO THE UNITED STATES ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS (USACE) PROPERTY 
LINE FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026. 
 By Senator(s) Suber 
 
 S. B. No. 3219: Appropriations 
 AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO CHICKASAW COUNTY FOR THE 
CHICKASAW COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING 
COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH MAKING IMPROVEMENTS TO TENNIS COURTS FOR 
THE FISCAL YEAR 2026. 
 By Senator(s) Suber 
 
 S. B. No. 3220: Appropriations 
 AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO CHICKASAW COUNTY FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH THE PURCHASE OF 
EQUIPMENT AND UPGRADES FOR THE CHICKASAW COUNTY FIRE 
DEPARTMENTS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026. 
 By Senator(s) Suber 
 
 S. B. No. 3221: Appropriations 
 AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE TOWN OF BRUCE, 
MISSISSIPPI, FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH 
CONSTRUCTING FENCING AT THE TOWN PARK AND OLD ARMORY FOR THE 
FISCAL YEAR 2026. 
 By Senator(s) Suber 
 
 S. B. No. 3222: Appropriations 
 AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE TOWN OF BRUCE, 
MISSISSIPPI, FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH 
WATER LINE REPLACEMENTS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026. 
 By Senator(s) Suber 
 
 S. B. No. 3223: Appropriations 
 AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE TOWN OF BRUCE, 
MISSISSIPPI, FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH 
IMPROVING A PUBLIC SQUARE LOT FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026. 
 By Senator(s) Suber 
 
 S. B. No. 3224: Appropriations 
 AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO CHICKASAW COUNTY FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH MAKING IMPROVEMENTS 
AND UPGRADES TO COUNTY ROADS 124, 125, AND 413 FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 
2026. 
 By Senator(s) Suber 
 
 S. B. No. 3225: Appropriations 
 AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO CARROLL COUNTY FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH ROAD IMPROVEMENTS FOR 
THE FISCAL YEAR 2026. 
 By Senator(s) Chassaniol 
 
 S. B. No. 3226: Appropriations 
 AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE CITY OF CHARLESTON, 
MISSISSIPPI, FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH THE 
PURCHASE OF city utility VEHICLES FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026. 
 By Senator(s) Jordan, Simmons (13th), Thomas 
 
 S. B. No. 3227: Appropriations 
 AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE TOWN OF WEBB, MISSISSIPPI, 
FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH CERTAIN 
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BUILDING IMPROVEMENTS, INCLUDING A FIREHOUSE, THE TOWN HALL, THE 
LIBRARY, UTILITY BUILDINGS AND OFFICES, AND THE TOWN MAINTENANCE 
SHOP FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026. 
 By Senator(s) Jordan, Simmons (13th), Thomas 
 
 S. B. No. 3228: Appropriations 
 AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE CITY OF HERNANDO, 
MISSISSIPPI, FOR HERNANDO MEALS ON WHEELS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026. 
 By Senator(s) McLendon 
 
 S. B. No. 3229: Appropriations 
 AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE TOWN OF PICKENS, 
MISSISSIPPI, FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH 
FURTHER RENOVATIONS TO A LIBRARY ON LEXINGTON STREET THAT WAS 
FORMERLY A METHODIST CHURCH FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026. 
 By Senator(s) Blackmon 
 
 S. B. No. 3230: Appropriations 
 AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE TOWN OF PICKENS, 
MISSISSIPPI, FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH 
REPAIRS TO THE FORMER CITY HALL BUILDING FOR USE AS A MEETING PLACE 
FOR CITIZENS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026. 
 By Senator(s) Blackmon 
 
 S. B. No. 3231: Appropriations 
 AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE TOWN OF PICKENS, 
MISSISSIPPI, FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS AND MATCHING FUNDS 
ASSOCIATED WITH REPAIRS TO THE TOWN'S WALKING TRAIL FOR THE FISCAL 
YEAR 2026. 
 By Senator(s) Blackmon 
 
 S. B. No. 3232: Appropriations 
 AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO TOWN OF PICKENS, MISSISSIPPI, 
FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH CONSTRUCTING 
A PUMP STATION ON SHADY LANE TO SUPPLY WATER TO THE CITY'S ELEVATED 
AREAS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026. 
 By Senator(s) Blackmon 
 
 S. B. No. 3233: Appropriations 
 AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO MISSISSIPPI INDUSTRIES FOR THE 
BLIND FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH CAPITAL 
IMPROVEMENTS TO ITS FACILITIES AND PARKING LOT FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 
2026. 
 By Senator(s) Robinson 
 
 S. B. No. 3234: Appropriations 
 AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE TOWN OF MONTICELLO, 
MISSISSIPPI, FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH 
IMPROVEMENTS TO A CERTAIN BUILDING PURCHASED FOR USE AS CITY HALL, A 
POLICE DEPARTMENT ANNEX, AND COURTROOM SPACE FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 
2026. 
 By Senator(s) Berry 
 
 S. B. No. 3235: Appropriations 
 AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE TOWN OF MONTICELLO, 
MISSISSIPPI, FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH 
CONSTRUCTION OF A NEW PEARL RIVER RETAINING WALL AT COOPER'S FERRY 
PARK FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026. 
 By Senator(s) Berry 
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 S. B. No. 3236: Appropriations 
 AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE UNIVERSITY OF MISSISSIPPI 
FOR THE PURPOSE OF FUNDING THE CENTER FOR MISSISSIPPI MEDICAL 
CANNABIS RESEARCH FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026. 
 By Senator(s) Blackwell 
 
 S. B. No. 3237: Appropriations 
 AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE CITY OF OLIVE BRANCH, 
MISSISSIPPI, FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH A 
FEASIBILITY STUDY ON THE MOST EFFICIENT DESIGN OF THE STATE HIGHWAY 
305 CORRIDOR FROM CHURCH ROAD IN OLIVE BRANCH SOUTH TO LEWISBURG, 
MISSISSIPPI, FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026. 
 By Senator(s) Blackwell 
 
 S. B. No. 3238: Appropriations 
 AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE MEDICAL CANNABIS 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE FOR THE PURPOSE DESCRIBED IN SECTION 41-137-63 
FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026. 
 By Senator(s) Blackwell 
 
 S. B. No. 3239: Appropriations 
 AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO MISSISSIPPI DEVELOPMENT 
AUTHORITY FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH 
FUTURE NUCLEAR DEVELOPMENT FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026. 
 By Senator(s) Carter 
 
 S. B. No. 3240: Appropriations 
 AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE CITY OF MORTON, 
MISSISSIPPI, FOR THE CITY'S POLICE DEPARTMENT FOR THE PURPOSE OF 
DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH THE PURCHASE OF POLICE VEHICLES, 
UPDATED RADIO SYSTEMS, AND CITY CAMERA SYSTEMS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 
2026. 
 By Senator(s) McCaughn 
 
 S. B. No. 3241: Appropriations 
 AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE CITY OF FOREST, 
MISSISSIPPI, FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH 
SEWER REHABILITATION, INCLUDING THE INSTALLATION OF SEWER LINES AND 
REPLACEMENT OF WATER WELL CHLORINE TANK SCALES FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 
2026. 
 By Senator(s) McCaughn 
 
 S. B. No. 3242: Appropriations 
 AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO NEWTON COUNTY FOR THE 
NEWTON COUNTY SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING 
COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH RENOVATIONS AND CONSTRUCTION OF FACILITY 
IMPROVEMENTS AT THE NEWTON COUNTY DETENTION CENTER AND SHERIFF'S 
OFFICE FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026. 
 By Senator(s) McCaughn 
 
 S. B. No. 3243: Appropriations 
 AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO NEWTON COUNTY FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH CERTAIN VOLUNTEER FIRE 
DEPARTMENTS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026. 
 By Senator(s) McCaughn 
 
 S. B. No. 3244: Appropriations 
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 AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO NEWTON COUNTY FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH THE PAVING AND 
RESURFACING OF PONDEROSA ROAD IN NEWTON COUNTY FOR THE FISCAL 
YEAR 2026. 
 By Senator(s) McCaughn 
 
 S. B. No. 3245: Appropriations 
 AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE TOWN OF LAKE, MISSISSIPPI, 
FOR THE LAKE FIRE DEPARTMENT FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS 
ASSOCIATED WITH THE UPGRADE OF EQUIPMENT FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026. 
 By Senator(s) McCaughn 
 
 S. B. No. 3246: Appropriations 
 AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO SCOTT COUNTY FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH ADA IMPROVEMENTS TO 
THE COUNTY COURTHOUSE AND COUNTY-OWNED VOTING PRECINCTS FOR THE 
FISCAL YEAR 2026. 
 By Senator(s) McCaughn 
 
 S. B. No. 3247: Appropriations 
 AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO SCOTT COUNTY FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH THE REPAIR AND 
IMPROVEMENT OF COUNTY-OWNED OFFICE SPACE INCLUDING THE SCOTT 
COUNTY MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES AND CHILD 
PROTECTION SERVICES FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026. 
 By Senator(s) McCaughn 
 
 S. B. No. 3248: Appropriations 
 AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO CITY OF FOREST, MISSISSIPPI, 
FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH IMPROVEMENTS 
AND UPGRADES TO THE CITY'S PARKS AND RECREATION, INCLUDING 
IMPROVEMENTS TO GADDIS PARK FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026. 
 By Senator(s) McCaughn 
 
 S. B. No. 3249: Appropriations 
 AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE STATE HEALTH DEPARTMENT 
FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH THE RENOVATION 
AND OUTFITTING OF THE HEALTH DEPARTMENT OFFICES LOCATED IN THE 
HOSPITAL BUILDING SITUATED IN NEWTON, MISSISSIPPI, FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 
2026. 
 By Senator(s) McCaughn 
 
 S. B. No. 3250: Appropriations 
 AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL 
HEALTH FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH 
ADDITIONAL ID/DD HOME- AND COMMUNITY-BASED WAIVER SLOTS AND 
ADDITIONAL STAFF TO SUPPORT SUCH SLOTS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026. 
 By Senator(s) Boyd 
 
 S. B. No. 3251: Appropriations 
 AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO SCOTT COUNTY FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH COMPLETING THE 
ACQUISITION OF THE COUNTY DEVELOPMENT SITE LOCATED ON THE EAST SIDE 
OF THE COUNTY FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026. 
 By Senator(s) McCaughn 
 
 S. B. No. 3252: Appropriations 
 AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
AUTHORITY OF JONES COUNTY FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS 
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ASSOCIATED WITH WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT TO ENHANCE TRAINING 
OPPORTUNITIES AND DRIVE ECONOMIC GROWTH FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026. 
 By Senator(s) Robinson 
 
 S. B. No. 3253: Appropriations 
 AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO KNOX ACADEMY FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH THE RENOVATION, REPAIR, 
IMPROVEMENT, UPGRADE AND EQUIPMENT OF ITS FACILITIES FOR THE FISCAL 
YEAR 2026. 
 By Senator(s) Robinson 
 
 S. B. No. 3254: Appropriations 
 AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO MARSHALL COUNTY FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH THE COMPLETION OF 
STUDIES REGARDING INFRASTRUCTURE, ENGINEERING, ENVIRONMENTAL 
IMPACT AND CULTURAL RESOURCES ON THE POTTS CAMP RAILROAD BRIDGE 
AND BYPASS PROJECT, THE BYHALIA RAILROAD BRIDGE PROJECT AND THE RED 
BANKS ROAD IMPROVEMENT PROJECT FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026. 
 By Senator(s) Whaley 
 
 S. B. No. 3255: Appropriations 
 AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO MARSHALL COUNTY FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH THE COMPLETION OF THE 
RED BANKS ROAD IMPROVEMENT PROJECT FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026. 
 By Senator(s) Whaley 
 
 S. B. No. 3259: Appropriations 
 AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE OKOLONA SCHOOL DISTRICT 
FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH MAKING 
IMPROVEMENTS TO SCHOOL BUILDINGS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026. 
 By Senator(s) Suber 
 
 S. B. No. 3260: Appropriations 
 AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE CITY OF PONTOTOC FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH CONSTRUCTING A NEW 
BUILDING FOR THE FARMERS MARKET FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026. 
 By Senator(s) Suber 
 
 S. B. No. 3261: Appropriations 
 AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE TOWN OF HOULKA, 
MISSISSIPPI, FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH 
REPAIRING AND PAVING THE TOWN STREETS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026. 
 By Senator(s) Suber 
 
 S. B. No. 3262: Appropriations 
 AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE TOWN OF HOULKA, 
MISSISSIPPI, FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH 
REPAIRING AND PAVING THE TOWN STREETS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026. 
 By Senator(s) Suber 
 
 S. R. No. 63: Rules 
 A RESOLUTION REMEMBERING THE GALLANT SERVICE AND COMMENDING 
THE LIFE OF UNITED STATES ARMY CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER 2 ANDREW LOYD 
EAVES OF COLUMBUS AND WEST POINT, MISSISSIPPI, WHO WAS LOST IN ACTION 
IN A TRAINING MISSION IN WASHINGTON, D.C., ON JANUARY 29, 2025, AND 
EXPRESSING THE SYMPATHY OF THE LEGISLATURE. 
 By Senator(s) Hickman, Sparks, Seymour, Boyd, Frazier, Chism, Horhn, Simmons (13th), 
Jackson, Norwood, McLendon, England, Blount, Bryan, Hill, Simmons (12th), Thomas, 
Blackmon, Rhodes, Berry, McCaughn, Williams, Polk, DeBar 
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 S. R. No. 64: Rules 
 A RESOLUTION CONGRATULATING JSU TENURED PROFESSOR DR. BYRON 
D'ANDRA OREY UPON HIS ELECTION AS PRESIDENT OF THE SOUTHERN 
POLITICAL SCIENCE ASSOCIATION (SPSA). 
 By Senator(s) Simmons (12th), Norwood, Frazier, Horhn, Blount 
 
 S. R. No. 65: Rules 
 A RESOLUTION EXTENDING THE SINCEREST SYMPATHY OF THE 
MISSISSIPPI SENATE TO THE SURVIVING FAMILY AND FRIENDS OF HINDS 
COUNTY DEPUTY SHERIFF MARTIN SHIELDS, JR., WHO DIED IN THE LINE OF 
DUTY ON FEBRUARY 23, 2025, AND COMMENDING HIS LAW ENFORCEMENT 
CAREER. 
 By Senator(s) Horhn, DeBar, Chism, Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, 
Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan, Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, 
Harkins, Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, 
McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Parks, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, 
Seymour, Simmons (12th), Simmons (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, Thompson, 
Turner-Ford, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger 

__________ 
 
 
 
 

FIFTY-SECOND DAY, THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 2025 
 

The Senate met at 10:00 AM pursuant to adjournment, President Pro Tempore Kirby 
presiding. 
 
 The roll being called the following Senators answered to their names: 
 
 Present--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, 
Bryan, Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, 
Harkins, Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, 
McCaughn, McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Parks, Polk, Rhodes, 
Robinson, Seymour, Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, 
Thomas, Thompson, Turner-Ford, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger.  Total--51. 
 Absent--Total--None. 
 Vacancies--1. 
 
 The Secretary announced a quorum present. 

__________ 
 
 The invocation was delivered by Rev. Christopher C. Diggs, Pastor, Trinity United 
Methodist Church, Marks, MS. 

__________ 
 
 Senator Jackson led the Senate in the recitation of the oath of allegiance to the flag 
of the United States of America. 

__________ 
 
 On motion of Senator Blackwell, the reading of the journal of the previous day was 
dispensed with, and the same stood approved. 

__________ 
 

INTRODUCTION OF SENATE BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS: 
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 The measures introduced were read under a suspension of the rules, referred to 
committees, and are listed after adjournment on this date. 

__________ 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION 
 

 Mr. President:  The above-named committee has had under consideration the 
following measures and reports same back with the following recommendations: 
 
 H. B. No. 810:  State JROTC Coordinator; exempt from qualification requirements 
of the State Personnel Board.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass. 
 
 H. B. No. 962:  Energy Academy Act; extend repealer on authority of Vicksburg-
Warren & Claiborne County schools to partner with nuclear plant.  Title Sufficient.  Do 
Pass. 
 
 H. B. No. 1066:  Interstate Compact on Educational Opportunity for Military 
Children; correct reference to statutory provision for the U.S. Code.  Title Sufficient.  Do 
Pass. 
 
 H. B. No. 809:  Students of active duty service members and civilian personnel; 
clarify "active duty" status for purpose of school enrollment and transfers.  Title Sufficient.  
Do Pass As Amended. 
 
 DEBAR, Chairman 
 

__________ 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON TOURISM 
 

 Mr. President:  The above-named committee has had under consideration the 
following measure and reports same back with the following recommendation: 
 
 H. B. No. 287:  State vegetable; designate sweet potato as.  Title Sufficient.  Do 
Pass. 
 
 CHASSANIOL, Chairman 
 

__________ 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON PORTS AND MARINE RESOURCES 
 

 Mr. President:  The above-named committee has had under consideration the 
following measures and reports same back with the following recommendations: 
 
 H. B. No. 602:  Crawfish and seafood; provide country of origin labeling 
requirements for.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass As Amended. 
 
 H. B. No. 1102:  Oyster bottoms; bring forward code sections related to.  Title 
Sufficient.  Do Pass As Amended. 
 
 THOMPSON, Chairman 
 

__________ 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON CORRECTIONS 
 



SENATE JOURNAL 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 2025 

 

860 

 Mr. President:  The above-named committee has had under consideration the 
following measures and reports same back with the following recommendations: 
 
 H. B. No. 188:  "Dignity and Safety for Incarcerated Women Act"; enact.  Title 
Sufficient.  Do Pass. 
 
 H. B. No. 658:  DOC; require to provide inmates with protective equipment when 
using raw cleaning chemicals.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass. 
 
 H. B. No. 1079:  Department of Corrections; authorize to enter into contract with 
Forrest County for the housing of state inmates.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass. 
 
 H. B. No. 1230:  MBI and local law enforcement; require certain notification upon 
the escape of inmate or detainee.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass As Amended. 
 
 BARNETT, Chairman 
 

__________ 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON RULES 
 

 Mr. President:  The above-named committee has had under consideration the 
following measure and reports same back with the following recommendation: 
 
 S. R. No. 65:  Extend sincerest sympathy of the Senate to surviving family and 
friends of Hinds County Deputy Sheriff Martin Shields, Jr.  Title Sufficient.  Do Be Adopted. 
 
 KIRBY, Chairman 
 

__________ 
 
 Senator Michel moved that the rules be suspended for the consideration en bloc of 
S. C. R. No. 528, S. C. R. No. 529, S. C. R. No. 530, S. C. R. No. 532, S. R. No. 49, 
S. R. No. 50, S. R. No. 51, S. R. No. 52, S. R. No. 53, S. R. No. 54, S. R. No. 55 and 
S. R. No. 56 and the motion prevailed. 
 
 Senator Michel called up the following entitled resolutions:  
 
 S. C. R. No. 528: Remembering the influential life and career of Mississippi 
political pioneer Clarke Reed and extending condolences on his passing. 
 
 S. C. R. No. 529: Congratulate Ole Miss 2024 Football Team for winning Gator 
Bowl and for back-to-back 10-win seasons. 
 
 S. C. R. No. 530: Recognize public service and historic preservation 
accomplishments of Raymond Mayor Isla Tullos. 
 
 S. C. R. No. 532: Extend sympathy to surviving family of National Republican 
Committee Woman Jeanne Luckey. 
 
 S. R. No. 49: Extend sympathy of Senate to surviving family of Hinds County 
Senior Circuit Court Judge William Swan Yerger. 
 
 S. R. No. 50: Recognize Dr. Phyllis Polk Johnson upon her appointment as 
President of the National Council of State Boards of Nursing. 
 
 S. R. No. 51: Recognize Caterpillar Inc., in Corinth, Mississippi, on company's 
100th Anniversary celebration. 
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 S. R. No. 52: Commemorate 155th Anniversary of the first African American 
Mississippi U.S. Senator Hiram Revels. 
 
 S. R. No. 53: Recognize Centennial (100th) Anniversary Celebration of The 
Coliseum Theatre in Corinth, Mississippi. 
 
 S. R. No. 54: Commend Coahoma County High School Head Basketball Coach 
Derrick Moore for 900th career victory. 
 
 S. R. No. 55: Honor the service and sacrifice of Vietnam War Hero James Henry 
Taylor. 
 
 S. R. No. 56: Commend Columbus Christian Academy Lady Rams Girls Basketball 
Team for second MAIS Class AA State Championship in three years. 
 
 YEAS AND NAYS on consideration en bloc of S. C. R. No. 528, S. C. R. No. 529, 
S. C. R. No. 530, S. C. R. No. 532, S. R. No. 49, S. R. No. 50, S. R. No. 51, S. R. No. 52, 
S. R. No. 53, S. R. No. 54, S. R. No. 55 and S. R. No. 56.  On motion of Senator Michel, 
the rules were suspended, the resolutions considered engrossed, read the third time and, 
the yeas and nays being taken, they were adopted, titles standing as stated by the 
following vote: 
 
 Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan, 
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins, 
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, 
McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Parks, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, 
Seymour, Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, 
Thompson, Turner-Ford, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger.  Total--51. 
 Nays--None. 
 Absent and those not voting----None. 
 Vacancies--1. 

__________ 
 
 Unanimous consent was granted to add Senators Hopson and Sparks as co-
authors of S. C. R. No. 528. 

__________ 
 
 Unanimous consent was granted to add Senators Blackwell, England, Hopson, 
McCaughn, Sparks, Suber and Thomas as co-authors of S. C. R. No. 529. 

__________ 
 
 Unanimous consent was granted to add Senator Blount as co-author of 
S. C. R. No. 530. 

__________ 
 
 Unanimous consent was granted to add Senators Blackwell, England, Hopson, 
McCaughn, Parker, Sparks, Suber and Thompson as co-authors of S. C. R. No. 532. 

__________ 
 
 Unanimous consent was granted to add Senators Barrett, Hopson, McCaughn, 
Sparks and Thompson as co-authors of S. R. No. 49. 

__________ 
 
 Unanimous consent was granted to add Senator Hopson as co-author of 
S. R. No. 50. 
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__________ 
 
 Unanimous consent was granted to add Senators Hopson, Sparks and Thompson 
as co-authors of S. R. No. 51. 

__________ 
 
 Unanimous consent was granted to add Senators Blount, England, Hopson, 
Thomas and Thompson as co-authors of S. R. No. 52. 

__________ 
 
 Unanimous consent was granted to add Senator Sparks as co-author of 
S. R. No. 53. 

__________ 
 
 Unanimous consent was granted to add Senator Thomas as co-author of 
S. R. No. 54. 

__________ 
 
 Unanimous consent was granted to add Senators Seymour and Thomas as co-
authors of S. R. No. 55. 

__________ 
 
 Senator Michel moved that the rules be suspended for the immediate consideration 
of S. R. No. 65, and the motion prevailed. 
 
 Senator Michel called up the following entitled resolution: 
 
 S. R. No. 65: Extend sincerest sympathy of the Senate to surviving family and 
friends of Hinds County Deputy Sheriff Martin Shields, Jr. 
 
 YEAS AND NAYS On S. R. No. 65.  On motion of Senator Michel, the rules were 
suspended, the resolution considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and 
nays being taken, it was adopted, title standing as stated, by the following vote: 
 
 Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan, 
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins, 
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, 
McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Parks, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, 
Seymour, Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, 
Thompson, Turner-Ford, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger.  Total--51. 
 Nays--None. 
 Absent and those not voting----None. 
 Vacancies--1. 

__________ 
 
 Unanimous consent was granted to add Senators Barnett, Barrett, Berry, 
Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan, Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, 
DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins, Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Jackson, 
Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, 
Parker, Parks, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, Seymour, Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. 
(13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, Thompson, Turner-Ford, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams 
and Younger as co-authors of S. R. No. 65. 

__________ 
 
 Senator Bryan called up the following entitled bill: 
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 H. B. No. 1262: Nursing; authorize military medics to take exam to be licensed as 
an LPN. 
 
 YEAS AND NAYS On H. B. No. 1262.  On motion of Senator Bryan, the rules were 
suspended, the bill considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and nays 
being taken, it passed, title standing as stated, by the following vote: 
 
 Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan, 
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins, 
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, 
McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Parks, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, 
Seymour, Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, 
Thompson, Turner-Ford, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger.  Total--51. 
 Nays--None. 
 Absent and those not voting----None. 
 Vacancies--1. 

__________ 
 
 Senator Bryan called up the following entitled bill: 
 
 H. B. No. 1401: Community health workers; provide for certification of by Health 
Department and for Medicaid reimbursement for services of. 
 
 YEAS AND NAYS On H. B. No. 1401.  On motion of Senator Bryan, the rules were 
suspended, the bill considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and nays 
being taken, it passed, title standing as stated, by the following vote: 
 
 Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan, 
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins, 
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, 
McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Parks, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, 
Seymour, Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, 
Thompson, Turner-Ford, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger.  Total--51. 
 Nays--None. 
 Absent and those not voting----None. 
 Vacancies--1. 

__________ 
 
 Senator Younger moved that when the Senate adjourns, it adjourn in memory of 
Grady Thompson of Crawford, MS. 

__________ 
 
 Senator Blackwell moved that the Senate stand in recess until the last committee 
report is filed or until 5:00 PM, at which time the Senate would then adjourn until 9:00 AM, 
Friday, February 28, 2025. 
 
 The motion prevailed, and at 10:58 AM, the Senate stood in recess. 
 

__________ 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 
 

 Mr. President:  The above-named committee has had under consideration the 
following measures and reports same back with the following recommendations: 
 
 H. B. No. 623:  Indigent counsel; increase compensation for.  Title Sufficient.  Do 
Pass As Amended. 
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 H. B. No. 918:  MS Community Heritage Preservation Grant Fund; transfer 
administration from DFA to Archives and History.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass. 
 
 H. B. No. 1126:  Budget process; bring forward sections relating to and provide for 
transfers of funds.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass As Amended. 
 
 H. B. No. 1128:  Special funds; correct reference to fund number, change 
disbursing agency and provide transfers into certain.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass As 
Amended. 
 
 H. B. No. 1131:  2024 Local Improvements Project Fund; clarify and correct names 
and purposes of certain.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass As Amended. 
 
 H. B. No. 1127:  ARPA funds programs; bring forward sections of.  Title Sufficient.  
Do Pass As Amended. 
 
 HOPSON, Chairman 
 

__________ 
 
FIRST READING OF HOUSE BILLS AND CONCURRENT RESOLUTIONS RECEIVED 

FROM THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 
 
 Mr. President:  I am directed by the House of Representatives to inform the Senate 
that the House has PASSED AND TRANSMITS herewith the following: 
 
 
 H. B. No. 1902:  AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 27-7-22.41, MISSISSIPPI CODE 
OF 1972, WHICH PROVIDES AN INCOME TAX CREDIT, INSURANCE PREMIUM TAX 
CREDIT AND AD VALOREM TAX CREDIT FOR CONTRIBUTIONS MADE BY CERTAIN 
TAXPAYERS TO CERTAIN ELIGIBLE CHARITABLE ORGANIZATIONS, TO INCREASE 
THE MAXIMUM AGGREGATE AMOUNT OF TAX CREDITS THAT MAY BE ALLOCATED 
BY THE DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE UNDER THIS SECTION DURING A CALENDAR 
YEAR; TO REVISE CERTAIN PROVISIONS RELATING TO THE AD VALOREM TAX 
CREDIT FOR CONTRIBUTIONS MADE TO SUCH ORGANIZATIONS; TO AMEND 
SECTION 57-105-1, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO EXTEND UNTIL JULY 1, 2029, 
THE DATE AFTER WHICH THE MISSISSIPPI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY SHALL 
NOT ALLOCATE INCOME TAX AND INSURANCE PREMIUM TAX CREDITS FOR 
TAXPAYERS HOLDING CERTAIN QUALIFIED INVESTMENTS; TO AMEND SECTIONS 
27-7-22.37, 27-7-22.43, 27-7-22.47 AND 27-7-22.28, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, 
WHICH AUTHORIZE VARIOUS TAX CREDITS FOR CONTRIBUTIONS TO CERTAIN 
ORGANIZATIONS OR ENTITIES, TO REDUCE THE AMOUNT OF CREDITS THAT MAY 
BE ALLOCATED OR CLAIMED UNDER SUCH SECTIONS DURING A CALENDAR 
YEAR; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 
 Andrew Ketchings, Clerk of the House of Representatives 
 

__________ 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE 
 

 Mr. President:  The above-named committee has had under consideration the 
following measures and reports same back with the following recommendations: 
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 H. B. No. 913:  Meat labeling; require accurate labeling of meat and nonmeat 
products by processors, retail and food establishment prior to final sale.  Title Sufficient.  
Do Pass As Amended. 
 
 
 H. B. No. 1006:  Cultivate food products; prohibit manufacture and sale of items 
produced from cultured animal cells.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass As Amended. 
 
 
 H. B. No. 1295:  Agritourism activity; revise definition of and clarify posting of 
signage for liability purposes.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass. 
 
 
 H. B. No. 1296:  Plant biostimulants; revise terminology under MS Plant and Soil 
Amendment Law in order to comply with rules adopted by AAPFCO.  Title Sufficient.  Do 
Pass. 
 
 WHALEY, Chairman 
 

__________ 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON ECONOMIC AND WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT 
 

 Mr. President:  The above-named committee has had under consideration the 
following measure and reports same back with the following recommendation: 
 
 H. B. No. 1001:  MS Inmate Labor Accountability and Rehabilitation Act; enact.  
Title Sufficient.  Do Pass As Amended. 
 
 SPARKS, Chairman 
 

__________ 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON ECONOMIC AND WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT 
 

 Mr. President:  The above-named committee has had under consideration the 
following measure and reports same back with the following recommendation: 
 
 H. B. No. 1476:  Delta Correctional Facility; authorize work release program for 
eligible inmates at.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass As Amended. 
 
 SPARKS, Chairman 
 

__________ 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON ECONOMIC AND WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT 
 

 Mr. President:  The above-named committee has had under consideration the 
following measure and reports same back with the following recommendation: 
 
 H. B. No. 1501:  Economic development project; revise certain definition of and 
allow counties and municipalities to enter into agreement with qualified business 
enterprises.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass As Amended. 
 
 SPARKS, Chairman 
 

__________ 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 

 
 Mr. President:  The above-named committee has had under consideration the 
following measures and reports same back with the following recommendations: 
 
 H. B. No. 598:  Publishers' fees; revise those charged for publication of legal 
documents.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass As Amended. 
 
 H. B. No. 916:  Cigarettes and vape products; require Commissioner of Revenue 
to establish separate directories to regulate sale of.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass As 
Amended. 
 
 H. B. No. 920:  Distinctive motor vehicle license tag; authorize issuance to 
supporters of the Declaration of Independence Center for the Study of American Freedom.  
Title Sufficient.  Do Pass As Amended. 
 
 H. B. No. 1196:  Local governments and rural water systems improvements 
revolving loan and grant program; authorize Pearl River Valley Water Supply District to 
participate.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass. 
 
 HARKINS, Chairman 
 

__________ 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEES ON 
PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELFARE AND FINANCE 

 
 Mr. President:  The above-named committees have had under consideration the 
following measure and report same back with the following recommendation: 
 
 H. B. No. 1502:  MS Hemp Cultivation Act; revise provisions of and legalize 
manufacture and sale of hemp beverages.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass As Amended. 
 
 BRYAN, Chairman 
 HARKINS, Chairman 
 

__________ 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY, DIVISION B 
 

 Mr. President:  The above-named committee has had under consideration the 
following measures and reports same back with the following recommendations: 
 
 H. B. No. 861:  Sexual offense; provide immunity for reporting.  Title Sufficient.  Do 
Pass As Amended. 
 
 H. B. No. 1189:  Victims of Human Trafficking and Commercial Sexual Exploitation 
Fund; increase deposits.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass. 
 
 H. B. No. 1614:  Expungement; clarify for pardon and human trafficking 
convictions.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass As Amended. 
 
 FILLINGANE, Chairman 
 

__________ 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEES ON 
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WILDLIFE, FISHERIES AND PARKS AND JUDICIARY, DIVISION B 
 

 Mr. President:  The above-named committees have had under consideration the 
following measure and report same back with the following recommendation: 
 
 H. B. No. 1637:  Hunting and fishing on another's land; revise provisions relating 
to payment of restitution.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass As Amended. 
 
 SUBER, Chairman 
 FILLINGANE, Chairman 
 

__________ 
 
FIRST READING OF HOUSE BILLS AND CONCURRENT RESOLUTIONS RECEIVED 

FROM THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 
 
 Mr. President:  I am directed by the House of Representatives to inform the Senate 
that the House has PASSED AND TRANSMITS herewith the following: 
 
 H. B. No. 248:  AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 27-65-111, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 
1972, TO REVISE THE SALES TAX EXEMPTION FOR SALES OF NONPERISHABLE 
FOOD ITEMS TO CERTAIN CHARITABLE ORGANIZATIONS TO DELETE THE 
REQUIREMENT THAT THE FOOD ITEMS BE NONPERISHABLE; AND FOR RELATED 
PURPOSES. 
 
 H. B. No. 733:  AN ACT TO CREATE THE "PROPERTY CLEANUP REVOLVING 
FUND" TO ASSIST MUNICIPALITIES WITH THE CLEAN UP OF PROPERTIES THAT 
HAVE BEEN DETERMINED TO BE A MENACE TO THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY AND 
WELFARE OF THE COMMUNITY IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 21-19-11 OR 
COURT; TO AUTHORIZE THE CREATION OF A GRANT PROGRAM AND A 
REVOLVING LOAN PROGRAM ADMINISTERED BY THE MISSISSIPPI HOME 
CORPORATION FOR SUCH PROPERTY CLEANUP BY THE MUNICIPALITY; TO 
AUTHORIZE MUNICIPALITIES TO ENTER INTO AGREEMENTS AND TAKE SUCH 
ACTIONS NECESSARY TO PARTICIPATE IN THE GRANT PROGRAM AND LOAN 
PROGRAM; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 
 H. B. No. 919:  AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 27-65-23.1, MISSISSIPPI CODE 
OF 1972, TO INCLUDE THE GROSS PROCEEDS OR GROSS INCOME OF THIRD-
PARTY FACILITATORS WITHIN THE SCOPE OF ANY TAX LEVIED ON THE GROSS 
PROCEEDS OR GROSS INCOME FROM ROOM RENTALS OF HOTELS OR MOTELS 
UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF A LOCAL AND PRIVATE LAW; TO AMEND SECTION 41-
49-3, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO REVISE THE DEFINITION OF "HOTEL" FOR 
PURPOSES OF SALES TAX BUT NOT FOR STATE BOARD OF HEALTH 
REGULATIONS; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 
 H. B. No. 1095:  AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 29-15-11, MISSISSIPPI CODE 
OF 1972, TO EXEMPT CERTAIN LEASES OR SUBLEASES GRANTED BY THE 
DEPARTMENT OF MARINE RESOURCES FROM COUNTY OR MUNICIPAL TAX 
LEVIES UPON THE LEASEHOLD INTERESTS; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 
 H. B. No. 1667:  AN ACT TO AUTHORIZE AN INCOME TAX CREDIT TO 
QUALIFIED EMPLOYERS THAT OFFER AN INDIVIDUAL COVERAGE HEALTH 
REIMBURSEMENT ARRANGEMENT; TO PROVIDE THE AMOUNT OF THE TAX 
CREDIT; TO PROVIDE THE REPORTING REQUIREMENTS WITH THE DEPARTMENT 
OF REVENUE THAT THE QUALIFIED EMPLOYER SHALL COMPLY WITH; TO 
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PROVIDE THE LIMIT ON THE TAX CREDIT FOR EACH FISCAL YEAR; AND FOR 
RELATED PURPOSES. 
 
 H. B. No. 1851:  AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 27-31-1, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 
1972, TO EXEMPT FROM AD VALOREM TAXATION TRACTORS, AGRICULTURAL 
IMPLEMENTS AND EQUIPMENT, AND VEHICLES, NOT EXEMPT UNDER SECTION 
27-51-41(2), WHILE IN THE HANDS OF A BONA FIDE DEALER AS MERCHANDISE ON 
A FLOOR PLAN, CONSIGNMENT OR OTHER BASIS; AND FOR RELATED 
PURPOSES. 
 
 H. B. No. 1872:  AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 27-71-7, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 
1972, AS AMENDED BY SENATE BILL NO. 2145, 2025 REGULAR SESSION, TO 
REVISE THE RATE OF THAT TAX LEVIED UPON THE SALES AND SHIPMENTS OF 
WINE MADE BY A DIRECT WINE SHIPPER; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 
 H. B. No. 1878:  AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 27-35-50, MISSISSIPPI CODE 
OF 1972, TO SPECIFY PROVISIONS FOR DETERMINING THE TRUE VALUE OF 
RURAL STRUCTURES FOR AD VALOREM TAX ASSESSMENT PURPOSES; TO 
REQUIRE THAT THE TRUE VALUE OF ANY RURAL STRUCTURE APPRAISED 
BEFORE JANUARY 1, 2025, BE RECALCULATED FOR 2025 AND SUBSEQUENT TAX 
YEARS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THIS ACT, BEGINNING WITH A REAPPRAISAL OF 
THE TRUE VALUE AS OF THE YEAR OF THE INITIAL APPRAISAL; TO REQUIRE THE 
TAX ASSESSOR TO FOLLOW GUIDELINES IN THE DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE 
APPRAISAL MANUAL IN USE PRIOR TO THE REVISED DECEMBER 2020 VERSION 
TO ARRIVE AT THE TRUE VALUE OF RURAL STRUCTURES IN OPERATION ON OR 
BEFORE JANUARY 1, 2025; TO REQUIRE TAX ASSESSORS TO USE THE MOST 
CURRENT VERSION OF DOR'S APPRAISAL MANUAL TO ARRIVE AT THE TRUE 
VALUE OF RURAL STRUCTURES PLACED INTO OPERATION AFTER JANUARY 1, 
2025; TO PROVIDE THAT, AFTER THE INITIAL APPRAISAL, THE TRUE VALUE OF 
SUCH A RURAL STRUCTURE SHALL BE BASED SOLELY ON DEPRECIATION AT A 
RATE OF 7% PER YEAR; TO PROVIDE THAT NET DEPRECIATION SHALL NOT FALL 
BELOW 20% OF THE ORIGINAL TRUE VALUE OF THE POULTRY HOUSE; TO 
REQUIRE THAT AN ADJUSTMENT OF 45% FOR ECONOMIC OBSOLESCENCE BE 
APPLIED TO ALL POULTRY HOUSES USED IN COMMERCIAL FARMING 
OPERATIONS; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 
 H. B. No. 1880:  AN ACT TO PROVIDE AN INCOME TAX CREDIT FOR A 
PORTION OF CERTAIN EXPENDITURES MADE BY COMPANIES ENGAGED IN THE 
PRODUCTION IN MISSISSIPPI OF SCRIPTED OR UNSCRIPTED SERIES, CONTENT 
OR PILOT EPISODES INTENDED FOR BROADCAST OR STREAMING; TO DEFINE 
CERTAIN TERMS; TO ESTABLISH THE AMOUNT OF THE TAX CREDIT; TO PROVIDE 
THAT, IF THE AMOUNT OF THE TAX CREDIT CLAIMED BY A PRODUCTION 
COMPANY EXCEEDS THE AMOUNT OF INCOME TAX LIABILITY OF THE 
PRODUCTION COMPANY FOR A TAXABLE YEAR, THE PRODUCTION COMPANY 
MAY CARRY THE EXCESS CREDIT FORWARD FOR TEN YEARS; TO PROVIDE THAT 
IN LIEU OF CLAIMING A TAX CREDIT, THE PRODUCTION COMPANY MAY ELECT TO 
CLAIM A REBATE IN THE AMOUNT OF 75% OF THE AMOUNT IT WOULD BE ELIGIBLE 
TO CLAIM AS A CREDIT; TO AMEND SECTIONS 57-89-7 AND 57-89-51, MISSISSIPPI 
CODE OF 1972, TO CONFORM TO THE PROVISIONS OF THIS ACT; AND FOR 
RELATED PURPOSES. 
 
 H. B. No. 1894:  AN ACT TO AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF STATE GENERAL 
OBLIGATION BONDS FOR THE PURPOSE OF MAKING CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS 
FOR STATE INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER LEARNING, COMMUNITY AND JUNIOR 
COLLEGES AND STATE AGENCIES; TO AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF STATE 
GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS IN THE AMOUNT OF $20,000,000.00 TO PROVIDE 
FUNDS FOR THE MISSISSIPPI SITE DEVELOPMENT GRANT FUND; TO AMEND 
SECTION 57-1-701, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, IN CONFORMITY THERETO; TO 
AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF STATE GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS IN THE 
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AMOUNT OF $10,000,000.00 FOR THE ACE FUND; TO AMEND SECTION 57-61-25, 
MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO INCREASE BY $25,000,000.00 THE AMOUNT OF 
GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS THAT MAY BE ISSUED UNDER THE MISSISSIPPI 
BUSINESS INVESTMENT ACT; TO AMEND SECTION 57-61-36, MISSISSIPPI CODE 
OF 1972, TO INCREASE BY $5,000,000.00 THE AMOUNT OF BOND PROCEEDS THAT 
THE MISSISSIPPI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY MAY UTILIZE UNDER THE 
MISSISSIPPI BUSINESS INVESTMENT ACT TO MAKE GRANTS OR LOANS TO 
MUNICIPALITIES THROUGH AN EQUIPMENT AND PUBLIC FACILITIES GRANT AND 
LOAN FUND TO AID IN INFRASTRUCTURE-RELATED IMPROVEMENTS, THE 
PURCHASE OF EQUIPMENT AND IN THE PURCHASE, CONSTRUCTION OR REPAIR 
AND RENOVATION OF PUBLIC FACILITIES; TO AMEND SECTION 57-61-41, 
MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO INCREASE BY $20,000,000.00 THE AMOUNT OF 
BOND PROCEEDS THAT THE MISSISSIPPI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY MAY 
UTILIZE UNDER THE MISSISSIPPI BUSINESS INVESTMENT ACT TO MAKE LOANS 
TO COUNTIES, MUNICIPALITIES, OR STATE, COUNTY OR MUNICIPAL PORT AND 
AIRPORT AUTHORITIES THROUGH A PORT, AIRPORT AND RAIL REVITALIZATION 
REVOLVING LOAN FUND FOR THE IMPROVEMENT OF PORT AND AIRPORT 
FACILITIES, OR FOR PUBLICLY OWNED FREIGHT RAIL SERVICE PROJECTS, TO 
PROMOTE COMMERCE AND ECONOMIC GROWTH; TO AMEND SECTION 57-75-15, 
MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO INCREASE BY $5,000,000.00 THE AMOUNT OF 
GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS THAT MAY BE ISSUED UNDER THE MISSISSIPPI 
MAJOR ECONOMIC IMPACT ACT FOR PROJECTS DESIGNED TO ENHANCE 
FACILITIES THAT ARE AT RISK FOR CLOSURE PURSUANT TO THE DEFENSE BASE 
CLOSURE AND REALIGNMENT ACT OF 1990 OR OTHER APPLICABLE FEDERAL 
LAW; TO EXTEND THE REVERTER ON THE PROVISIONS THAT AUTHORIZE THE 
STATE BOARD COMMISSION TO NEGOTIATE THE SALE OF BONDS UNDER THE 
MISSISSIPPI MAJOR ECONOMIC IMPACT ACT; TO AMEND SECTION 25, CHAPTER 
533, LAWS OF 2010, AS LAST AMENDED BY SECTION 7, CHAPTER 507, LAWS OF 
2024, TO INCREASE BY $20,000,000.00 THE AMOUNT OF GENERAL OBLIGATION 
BONDS THAT MAY BE ISSUED FOR THE MISSISSIPPI INDUSTRY INCENTIVE 
FINANCING REVOLVING FUND; TO EXTEND UNTIL JULY 1, 2029, THE PERIOD OF 
TIME DURING WHICH BONDS MAY BE ISSUED FOR THE MISSISSIPPI INDUSTRY 
INCENTIVE FINANCING REVOLVING FUND; TO BRING FORWARD SECTION 27-7-
22.41, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, WHICH PROVIDES AN INCOME TAX CREDIT, 
INSURANCE PREMIUM TAX CREDIT AND AD VALOREM TAX CREDIT FOR 
CONTRIBUTIONS MADE BY CERTAIN TAXPAYERS TO CERTAIN ELIGIBLE 
CHARITABLE ORGANIZATIONS, FOR THE PURPOSES OF POSSIBLE AMENDMENT; 
TO BRING FORWARD SECTION 57-105-1, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, WHICH 
AUTHORIZES INCOME TAX AND INSURANCE PREMIUM TAX CREDITS FOR 
TAXPAYERS HOLDING CERTAIN QUALIFIED INVESTMENTS, FOR THE PURPOSES 
OF POSSIBLE AMENDMENT; TO AMEND SECTION 27-7-22.29, MISSISSIPPI CODE 
OF 1972, TO PROVIDE THAT NO INCOME TAX CREDITS FOR JOB CREATION BY 
CERTAIN ALTERNATIVE ENERGY PROJECTS SHALL BE AWARDED UNDER THE 
SECTION FOR ANY TAX YEAR AFTER 2025; TO AMEND SECTION 27-65-101, 
MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO PROVIDE THAT CERTAIN SALES AND USE TAX 
EXEMPTIONS FOR CONSTRUCTION, EXPANSION AND HEADQUARTERS 
RELOCATION SHALL NOT APPLY TO ANY SALES MADE ON OR AFTER JULY 1, 2025; 
TO AMEND SECTIONS 57-62-7 AND 57-62-9, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO 
PROVIDE THAT THE MISSISSIPPI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY SHALL NOT ACCEPT 
APPLICATIONS OR MAKE ELIGIBILITY DETERMINATIONS FOR INCENTIVE 
PAYMENTS UNDER THE MISSISSIPPI ADVANTAGE JOBS ACT AFTER DECEMBER 
31, 2025; TO DELETE OBSOLETE TIERS PERTAINING TO EXPIRED INCENTIVES; TO 
AMEND SECTION 57-73-21, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO PROVIDE THAT 
CERTAIN INCOME TAX CREDITS FOR JOBS UNDER THE ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT REFORM ACT SHALL NOT BE AWARDED FOR ANY TAX YEAR 
AFTER 2025; TO DELETE AN OBSOLETE TIER PERTAINING TO EXPIRED CREDITS; 
AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
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 H. B. No. 1896:  AN ACT TO IMPOSE AN EXCISE TAX ON KRATOM PRODUCT; 
TO DEFINE THE TERMS "KRATOM PRODUCT", "KRATOM LEAF" AND "KRATOM 
LEAF EXTRACT" FOR THE PURPOSES OF THIS ACT; AND FOR RELATED 
PURPOSES. 
 
 H. B. No. 1897:  AN ACT TO AUTHORIZE THE BOARDS OF SUPERVISORS OF 
TATE, PANOLA, LAFAYETTE AND YALOBUSHA COUNTIES TO CREATE THE 
NORTHWEST REGIONAL ALLIANCE (NWRA) FOR THE PURPOSE OF ENGAGING IN 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS IN THOSE COUNTIES; TO AUTHORIZE THE 
BOARDS OF SUPERVISORS OF THOSE COUNTIES TO LEVY A SPECIAL AD 
VALOREM TAX AND TO ISSUE GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS TO CARRY OUT THE 
PROVISIONS OF THIS ACT; TO PROVIDE THAT THE AUTHORITY GRANTED TO THE 
NWRA UNDER THIS ACT IS SUPPLEMENTAL TO ANY OTHER AUTHORITY GRANTED 
BY LAW TO A REGIONAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ENTITY COMPRISED OF THE 
SAME COUNTIES; TO BRING FORWARD SECTIONS 57-64-1 THROUGH 57-64-31, 
MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, WHICH ARE THE REGIONAL ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT ACT, FOR PURPOSES OF POSSIBLE AMENDMENT; TO BRING 
FORWARD SECTION 27-39-321, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, WHICH PRESCRIBES 
PROPERTY TAX INCREASE LIMITATIONS, FOR PURPOSES OF POSSIBLE 
AMENDMENT; TO BRING FORWARD SECTION 19-9-5, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, 
WHICH PRESCRIBES LIMITATIONS ON A COUNTY'S BONDED INDEBTEDNESS, 
FOR PURPOSES OF POSSIBLE AMENDMENT; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 
 H. B. No. 1901:  AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 57-105-1, MISSISSIPPI CODE 
OF 1972, TO INCREASE THE AMOUNT OF TAX CREDITS THAT THE MISSISSIPPI 
DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY MAY ALLOCATE DURING A STATE FISCAL YEAR 
UNDER THE PROGRAM THAT AUTHORIZES THE MISSISSIPPI DEVELOPMENT 
AUTHORITY TO ALLOCATE INCOME TAX CREDITS AND INSURANCE PREMIUM TAX 
CREDITS FOR TAXPAYERS HOLDING CERTAIN QUALIFIED EQUITY INVESTMENTS; 
TO EXTEND UNTIL JULY 1, 2029, THE DATE AFTER WHICH THE MISSISSIPPI 
DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY SHALL NOT ALLOCATE CREDITS UNDER THE 
PROGRAM; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 
 Andrew Ketchings, Clerk of the House of Representatives 
 

__________ 
 

MESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNOR 
February 27, 2025 

 
TO THE MISSISSIPPI STATE SENATE: 
 
 I am directed by the Governor to advise you that he has approved the following 
SENATE Bills: 
 
 S. B. No. 2145: Alcoholic beverages; authorize the direct shipment of wine. 
(February 26, 2025, 5:00 PM) 
 
 Respectfully submitted, 
 Ginny Zirulnik, Legislative Aide 
 

__________ 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 
 

 Mr. President:  The Committee on Enrolled Bills has found correctly enrolled the 
following entitled measures and now presents them for your signature: 
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 H. C. R. No. 7:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION HONORING THE LIFE AND 
LEGACY OF OFFICER TROY FLOYD, AND EXPRESSING DEEPEST SYMPATHY TO 
HIS FAMILY AND FRIENDS UPON HIS PASSING. 
 H. C. R. No. 8:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION COMMENDING THE 
EXCEPTIONALLY TALENTED WORLD-RENOWN FLORAL DESIGNER AND PAINTER 
MR. RALPH NULL, CONGRATULATING HIM ON HIS MANY ACCOMPLISHMENTS AS 
A PROMINENT AND ESTEEMED FLORAL INDUSTRY LEADER AND EDUCATIONAL 
INSTRUCTOR AND WISHING HIM MANY MORE YEARS OF CONTINUED SUCCESS. 
 H. C. R. No. 9:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING HUBERT 
CREEKMORE AND COMMENDING HIS LEGACY AS AN AMERICAN AUTHOR AND 
LITERARY CRITIC IN HONOR OF HUBERT CREEKMORE DAY IN WATER VALLEY, 
MISSISSIPPI. 
 H. C. R. No. 15:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION COMMENDING THE LIFE AND 
LEGACY OF  MRS. PATRICIA PITTMAN LEE, FORMER FIRST LADY OF MISSISSIPPI 
STATE UNIVERSITY, AND EXTEND DEEPEST SYMPATHY TO HER FAMILY UPON 
THE LOSS OF THEIR LOVED ONE. 
 H. C. R. No. 28:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION COMMENDING AND 
CONGRATULATING THE GEORGE COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL REBELS BASEBALL 
TEAM UPON WINNING THE 2024 MISSISSIPPI HIGH SCHOOL ACTIVITIES 
ASSOCIATION CLASS 6A BASEBALL STATE CHAMPIONSHIP AND FOR THEIR 
OUTSTANDING AND MEMORABLE 2023-2024 SEASON. 
 H. C. R. No. 32:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING AND 
HONORING THE COURAGEOUS LIFE AND EXTRAORDINARY LEGACY OF JAMES 
HENRY TAYLOR FOR HIS SERVICE DURING THE VIETNAM WAR. 
 H. C. R. No. 34:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION COMMENDING AND 
CONGRATULATING JIM ELLIS UPON THE OCCASION OF HIS RETIREMENT AFTER 
46 YEARS AS THE PLAY-BY-PLAY VOICE OF THE MISSISSIPPI STATE BASEBALL 
PROGRAM. 
 H. C. R. No. 35:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION COMMENDING AND 
CONGRATULATING THE PEOPLES BANK OF RIPLEY ON THE OCCASION OF ITS 
100TH ANNIVERSARY. 
 H. C. R. No. 37:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING AND 
HONORING MISSISSIPPI VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY ON THE COMMEMORATION 
OF ITS 75TH ANNIVERSARY, AND COMMENDING THE INSTITUTION'S 
CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI AND THE NATION. 
 David Jordan, Chairman 
 

__________ 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 
 

 Mr. President:  The Committee on Enrolled Bills has found correctly enrolled the 
following entitled measures and now presents them for your signature: 
 
 H. C. R. No. 38:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION COMMENDING THE HIGHLY 
RESPECTED LIFE AND LEGACY OF FORMER STATE AUDITOR MR. PATRICK "PETE" 
JOHNSON AND EXPRESSING DEEP SYMPATHY UPON HIS PASSING. 
 H. C. R. No. 39:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION COMMENDING AND 
CONGRATULATING LEWIS SCOTT GRAY, JR., ON BEING SELECTED THE 2024 
STATE GAMES OF MISSISSIPPI MALE ATHLETE OF THE YEAR. 
 H. C. R. No. 40:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION COMMENDING AND 
CONGRATULATING THE WEST LAUDERDALE HIGH SCHOOL LADY KNIGHTS FAST-
PITCH SOFTBALL TEAM AND HEAD COACH JAKE LOPER UPON WINNING BACK-
TO-BACK STATE CHAMPIONSHIPS WITH THEIR VICTORY IN THE 2024 MISSISSIPPI 
HIGH SCHOOL ACTIVITIES ASSOCIATION (MHSAA) CLASS 4A FAST-PITCH 
SOFTBALL STATE CHAMPIONSHIP. 
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 H. C. R. No. 41:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION COMMENDING AND 
CONGRATULATING ROWDY BRISCOE UPON BEING NAMED THE 2024 STATE 
GAMES OF MISSISSIPPI YOUTH ATHLETE OF THE YEAR. 
 H. C. R. No. 42:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION COMMENDING AND 
CONGRATULATING JACELYN "JAYCIE" COLLINS ON BEING SELECTED AS THE 
2024 STATE GAMES OF MISSISSIPPI FEMALE ATHLETE OF THE YEAR AND ALSO 
THE 2024 NATIONAL CONGRESS OF STATE GAMES ADULT ATHLETE OF THE YEAR. 
 H. C. R. No. 43:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION HONORING THE 
DISTINGUISHED CAREER AND LAUDABLY ESTEEMED PUBLIC SERVICE OF MR. 
CHARLES F. MCCLELLAND, SR., AND EXPRESSING SINCERE APPRECIATION FOR 
HIS CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI. 
 H. C. R. No. 44:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION HONORING THE 
DISTINGUISHED CAREER AND LAUDABLY ESTEEMED PUBLIC SERVICE OF MR. 
CHARLES R. GUY, AND EXPRESSING SINCERE APPRECIATION FOR HIS 
CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI. 
 David Jordan, Chairman 
 

__________ 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY, DIVISION A 
 

 Mr. President:  The above-named committee has had under consideration the 
following measures and reports same back with the following recommendations: 
 
 H. B. No. 1451:  Clerks in youth court; remove prohibition against receiving 
compensation for attending youth court.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass. 
 
 H. B. No. 1544:  Judicial districts; bring forward for purposes of amendment.  Title 
Sufficient.  Do Pass As Amended. 
 
 WIGGINS, Chairman 
 

__________ 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON ELECTIONS 
 

 Mr. President:  The above-named committee has had under consideration the 
following measures and reports same back with the following recommendations: 
 
 H. B. No. 289:  Election commissioners; revise terms and election cycles for those 
in Districts Two and Four.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass. 
 
 H. B. No. 291:  County and county district officers; require to have runoff election 
if no candidate receives majority after general election.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass As 
Amended. 
 
 H. B. No. 293:  Congressional primaries; change time for holding in years without 
presidential election.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass As Amended. 
 
 H. B. No. 724:  Election crime; create for the willful failure to transmit a voter's ballot 
in certain situations.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass As Amended. 
 
 H. B. No. 1419:  Polling places; prohibit from being closed within sixty days before 
an election.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass. 
 
 ENGLAND, Chairman 
 

__________ 
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 Pursuant to adjournment motion previously adopted, the Senate stood adjourned 
at 5:00 PM in memory of Grady Thompson. 
 
 Amanda Frusha White, Secretary of the Senate 
 

__________ 
 

INTRODUCTIONS FOR THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 2025 
 

 
 S. B. No. 3256: Local and Private 
 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 19-5-171, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO 
STIPULATE THAT THE COMMISSIONERS OF THE TISHOMINGO COUNTY WATER 
DISTRICT SHALL BE COMPENSATED FOR THEIR SERVICES AT A RATE UP TO 
$84.00 PER DAY UNDER CERTAIN CONDITIONS; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 By Senator(s) Sparks 
 
 S. B. No. 3257: Local and Private 
 AN ACT TO AUTHORIZE THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF MARSHALL 
COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI, TO CONTRIBUTE FUNDS TO 501(C)(3) CHARITABLE 
ORGANIZATIONS OPERATING FOOD PANTRIES; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 By Senator(s) Whaley 
 
 S. B. No. 3258: Local and Private 
 AN ACT TO AMEND CHAPTER 816, LOCAL AND PRIVATE LAWS OF 1991, AS 
LAST AMENDED BY CHAPTER 951, LOCAL AND PRIVATE LAWS OF 2021, TO 
EXTEND THE DATE OF REPEAL ON THE PROVISION OF LAW THAT ESTABLISHES 
THE WASHINGTON COUNTY CONVENTION AND VISITORS COMMITTEE AND 
AUTHORIZES A TAX ON HOTELS, MOTELS AND RESTAURANTS; AND FOR 
RELATED PURPOSES. 
 By Senator(s) Simmons (12th) 
 
 S. R. No. 66: Rules 
 A RESOLUTION EXTENDING THE SINCEREST CONDOLENCES OF THE 
MISSISSIPPI SENATE ON THE PASSING OF LEGENDARY ALCORN STATE 
UNIVERSITY TENNIS COACH AND MATHEMATICS INSTRUCTOR ANTHONY BRUCE 
DODGEN. 
 By Senator(s) Butler 

__________ 
 
 
 
 

FIFTY-THIRD DAY, FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2025 
 

The Senate met at 9:00 AM pursuant to adjournment, President Hosemann presiding. 
 
 The roll being called the following Senators answered to their names: 
 
 Present--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Bryan, Butler, 
Carter, Chism, DeBar, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins, Hickman, Hopson, Horhn, 
Jackson, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, 
Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, Seymour, Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, 
Suber, Tate, Thomas, Thompson, Turner-Ford, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger.  
Total--44. 
 Absent--Brumfield, Chassaniol, DeLano, Hill, Johnson, Jordan, Parks.  Total--7. 
 Vacancies--1. 
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 The Secretary announced a quorum present. 

__________ 
 
 The invocation was delivered by Bro. Laban Blakeney, Pastor, Calvary Baptist 
Church, Mt. Olive, MS. 

__________ 
 
 Senator Rhodes led the Senate in the recitation of the oath of allegiance to the flag 
of the United States of America. 

__________ 
 
 On motion of Senator Blackwell, the reading of the journal of the previous day was 
dispensed with, and the same stood approved. 

__________ 
 

INTRODUCTION OF SENATE BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS: 
 The measures introduced were read under a suspension of the rules, referred to 
committees, and are listed after adjournment on this date. 

__________ 
 
 Senator Kirby called up the following entitled resolution: 
 
 S. C. R. No. 531: Mississippi-Israel Joint Legislative Caucus; recognize creation 
of. 
 
 YEAS AND NAYS On S. C. R. No. 531.  On motion of Senator Kirby, the rules were 
suspended, the resolution considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and 
nays being taken, it was adopted, title standing as stated, by the following vote: 
 
 Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Bryan, Carter, 
Chism, DeBar, England, Fillingane, Harkins, Hickman, Hopson, Horhn, Kirby, Ladner, 
McCaughn, McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Parker, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, Seymour, 
Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, Thompson, 
Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger.  Total--39. 
 Nays--None. 
 Absent and those not voting--Brumfield, Chassaniol, DeLano, Hill, Johnson, 
Jordan, Parks.  Total--7. 
 Voting Present--Butler, Frazier, Jackson, Norwood, Turner-Ford.  Total--5. 
 Vacancies--1. 
 

__________ 
 
 Unanimous consent was granted to add Senators Blackwell, Hopson, Parker, 
Sparks, Suber and Thompson as co-authors of S. C. R. No. 531. 

__________ 
 
 Senator England moved that when the Senate adjourns, it adjourn in memory of 
Alisa Colleen Malone of Moss Point, MS. 

__________ 
 
FIRST READING OF HOUSE BILLS AND CONCURRENT RESOLUTIONS RECEIVED 

FROM THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 
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 Mr. President:  I am directed by the House of Representatives to inform the Senate 
that the House has PASSED AND TRANSMITS herewith the following: 
 
 H. B. No. 812:  AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 27-33-75, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 
1972, TO EXTEND THE HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION FROM AD VALOREM TAXES FOR 
HOMEOWNERS WHO ARE HONORABLY DISCHARGED AMERICAN VETERANS AND 
90 YEARS OF AGE TO THE UNREMARRIED SURVIVING SPOUSES OF SUCH 
HOMEOWNERS; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 
 H. B. No. 1903:  AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 27-7-22.41, MISSISSIPPI CODE 
OF 1972, WHICH PROVIDES AN INCOME TAX CREDIT, INSURANCE PREMIUM TAX 
CREDIT AND AD VALOREM TAX CREDIT FOR CONTRIBUTIONS MADE BY CERTAIN 
TAXPAYERS TO CERTAIN ELIGIBLE CHARITABLE ORGANIZATIONS, TO INCREASE 
THE MAXIMUM AGGREGATE AMOUNT OF TAX CREDITS THAT MAY BE ALLOCATED 
BY THE DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE UNDER THIS SECTION DURING A CALENDAR 
YEAR; TO REVISE CERTAIN PROVISIONS RELATING TO THE AD VALOREM TAX 
CREDIT FOR CONTRIBUTIONS MADE TO SUCH ORGANIZATIONS; TO AMEND 
SECTION 57-105-1, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO EXTEND UNTIL JULY 1, 2029, 
THE DATE AFTER WHICH THE MISSISSIPPI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY SHALL 
NOT ALLOCATE INCOME TAX AND INSURANCE PREMIUM TAX CREDITS FOR 
TAXPAYERS HOLDING CERTAIN QUALIFIED INVESTMENTS; TO AMEND SECTION 
57-87-5, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO AMEND THE DEFINITION OF "EQUIPMENT 
USED IN THE DEPLOYMENT OF BROADBAND TECHNOLOGIES" FOR PURPOSES 
OF THE CREDIT AGAINST INCOME TAX AND CORPORATION FRANCHISE TAX 
LIABILITY OF TELECOMMUNICATIONS ENTERPRISES FOR CERTAIN 
INVESTMENTS MADE IN SUCH EQUIPMENT, AND FOR PURPOSES OF THE AD 
VALOREM TAX EXEMPTION FOR SUCH EQUIPMENT PLACED IN SERVICE IN A 
CERTAIN TIME PERIOD; TO LIMIT THE AGGREGATE AMOUNT OF INCOME TAX AND 
CORPORATION FRANCHISE TAX CREDITS THAT MAY BE CLAIMED DURING A 
CALENDAR YEAR; TO AMEND SECTION 57-87-7, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO 
SPECIFY THE EQUIPMENT PLACED IN SERVICE AFTER JUNE 30, 2025, AND 
BEFORE JULY 1, 2030, THAT IS ELIGIBLE FOR THE AD VALOREM TAX EXEMPTION; 
TO REQUIRE A TAXPAYER TO SUBMIT A CERTIFIED, SWORN DESCRIPTION OF 
THE EQUIPMENT TO THE TAX ASSESSOR OF THE COUNTY IN WHICH SUCH 
EQUIPMENT IS LOCATED, ON OR BEFORE APRIL 1 OF THE FIRST ASSESSMENT 
YEAR IN WHICH THE EXEMPTION IS BEING CLAIMED; TO AMEND SECTION 27-65-
101, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO REVISE THE DEFINITION OF "EQUIPMENT 
USED IN THE DEPLOYMENT OF BROADBAND TECHNOLOGIES" FOR PURPOSES 
OF THE INDUSTRIAL SALES TAX EXEMPTION FOR SALES OF SUCH EQUIPMENT; 
TO AUTHORIZE A CREDIT AGAINST INCOME AND INSURANCE PREMIUM TAXES 
FOR VOLUNTARY CASH CONTRIBUTIONS BY CERTAIN BUSINESS ENTERPRISES 
TO CERTAIN TAX-EXEMPT ORGANIZATIONS OPERATING AS MEMBERS OF A 
STATEWIDE ALLIANCE, OFFERING PROGRAMS TO ADVANCE MISSISSIPPI YOUTH 
IN EDUCATION ACHIEVEMENT, PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT AND 
SOCIAL/EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT WHILE ALSO SUPPORTING WORKFORCE 
DEVELOPMENT; TO AUTHORIZE A CREDIT AGAINST AD VALOREM TAXES ON REAL 
PROPERTY FOR SUCH CONTRIBUTIONS BY CERTAIN BUSINESS ORGANIZATIONS 
NOT OPERATING AS CORPORATIONS; TO LIMIT THE AMOUNT OF THE CREDITS; 
TO ALLOW EXCESS AMOUNTS OF THE CREDIT TO BE CARRIED FORWARD FOR 
FIVE CONSECUTIVE YEARS; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 
 Andrew Ketchings, Clerk of the House of Representatives 
 

__________ 
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 Senator Blackwell moved that the Senate stand in recess until 12:00 PM or until 
the last committee report is filed, at which time the Senate would then adjourn until 4:00 
PM, Monday, March 3, 2025. 
 
 The motion prevailed, and at 9:11 AM, the Senate stood in recess. 
 

__________ 
 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 
 
 Mr. President:  I am directed by the House of Representatives to inform the Senate 
that the House has PASSED AND TRANSMITS herewith the following: 
 
 S. B. No. 2002:  Boards of Supervisors; authorize to designate persons to serve 
as hearing officers for delinquent solid waste fees. 
 
 S. B. No. 2049:  Prison Overcrowding Emergency Powers Act; extend repealer on. 
 
 S. B. No. 2050:  Corrections; extend repealer on intensive supervision program 
and electronic home detention. 
 
 S. B. No. 2243:  Private contractor for correctional services; rate shall be based on 
classification of inmate. 
 
 S. B. No. 2247:  16th section land; authorize local school board to grant an 
extension to holder of a long-term lease in good standing. 
 
 S. B. No. 2359:  Parole; revise technical violation. 
 
 S. B. No. 2360:  Escapes; require notification to MDI and local law enforcement. 
 
 S. B. No. 2401:  Study Committee on the certification of Health Benefit Plans and 
Insurers; create. 
 
 S. B. No. 2412:  Insurance Holding Company Act; include NAIC  Group Capital 
Calculation test requirements. 
 
 S. B. No. 2434:  Local governments; authorize to enter into intergovernmental 
support agreements with military branches. 
 
 S. B. No. 2562:  Circuit clerk fees; increase fee for each day's attendance of clerk 
and deputies upon court term. 
 
 S. B. No. 2664:  Dietitian Licensure Compact; ratify. 
 
 S. B. No. 3022:  Appropriation; Massage Therapy, Board of. 
 
 S. B. No. 3023:  Appropriation; Motor Vehicle Commission. 
 
 S. B. No. 3028:  Appropriation; Chiropractic Examiners, Board of. 
 
 Andrew Ketchings, Clerk of the House of Representatives 
 

__________ 
 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 
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 Mr. President:  I am directed by the House of Representatives to inform the Senate 
that the House has PASSED AND TRANSMITS herewith the following: 
 
 S. B. No. 3019:  Appropriation; Architecture, Board of. 
 
 Andrew Ketchings, Clerk of the House of Representatives 
 

__________ 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORTATION 
 

 Mr. President:  The above-named committee has had under consideration the 
following measure and reports same back with the following recommendation: 
 
 H. B. No. 953:  Harvest permits; extend repealer on provisions establishing 
maximum weight and approved routes of vehicles.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass As Amended. 
 
 YOUNGER, Chairman 
 

__________ 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON GAMING 
 

 Mr. President:  The above-named committee has had under consideration the 
following measure and reports same back with the following recommendation: 
 
 H. B. No. 1349:  Gaming Commission; authorize to collaborate with DHS for 
collection of child support.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass As Amended. 
 
 BLOUNT, Chairman 
 

__________ 
 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 
 
 Mr. President:  I am directed by the House of Representatives to inform the Senate 
that the House has PASSED AND TRANSMITS herewith the following WITH 
ACCOMPANYING AMENDMENT: 
 
 S. B. No. 2051:  Department of Corrections; extend repealer on drug and alcohol 
program at Bolivar County Regional Facility. 
 
 S. B. No. 2181:  Public Records Act; exempt school district Test Security Plans for 
administration of Statewide Student Assessment Program. 
 
 S. B. No. 2239:  Authorization for incarceration of state offenders in county or 
regional correctional facilities; add Forrest and Wayne Counties. 
 
 S. B. No. 2242:  Inmate work release program; authorize to perform services for 
MDOT. 
 
 S. B. No. 2415:  Health insurance and employee benefit plans; delete repealer on 
mandated coverage for telemedicine services. 
 
 S. B. No. 2704:  Annual inspection of the infirmary at the State Penitentiary at 
Parchman; require State Department of Health to conduct. 
 
 S. B. No. 2727:  Social Work Licensure Compact; enact. 
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 S. B. No. 2731:  Psychologists; extend repealer on licensure law related to. 
 
 S. B. No. 3003:  Appropriation; IHL - Subsidiary programs. 
 
 S. B. No. 3004:  Appropriation; IHL - Alcorn State - Agricultural programs. 
 
 S. B. No. 3008:  Appropriation; IHL - Mississippi State University - Veterinary 
Medicine, College of. 
 
 S. B. No. 3009:  Appropriation; IHL - Student Financial Aid. 
 
 S. B. No. 3011:  Appropriation; Community and Junior Colleges Board - 
Administrative expenses. 
 
 S. B. No. 3012:  Appropriation; Community and Junior Colleges Board - Support 
for community and junior colleges. 
 
 S. B. No. 3013:  Appropriation; Employment Security, Department of. 
 
 S. B. No. 3014:  Appropriation; Ethics Commission. 
 
 S. B. No. 3015:  Appropriation; Judicial Performance Commission. 
 
 S. B. No. 3016:  Appropriation; Public Safety, Department of. 
 
 S. B. No. 3017:  Appropriation; Mental Health, Department of. 
 
 S. B. No. 3018:  Appropriation; Transportation, Department of - State Aid Road 
Construction, Office of. 
 
 S. B. No. 3020:  Appropriation; Funeral Services Board. 
 
 S. B. No. 3021:  Appropriation; Geologists, Board of Registered Professional. 
 
 S. B. No. 3024:  Appropriation; Counselors, Board of Examiners for Licensed 
Professional. 
 
 S. B. No. 3025:  Appropriation; Accountancy, Board of Public. 
 
 Andrew Ketchings, Clerk of the House of Representatives 
 

__________ 
 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 
 
 Mr. President:  I am directed by the House of Representatives to inform the Senate 
that the House has PASSED AND TRANSMITS herewith the following WITH 
ACCOMPANYING AMENDMENT: 
 
 S. B. No. 3002:  Appropriation; IHL - General support. 
 
 S. B. No. 3005:  Appropriation; IHL - Mississippi State University - Agricultural and 
Forestry Experiment Station. 
 
 S. B. No. 3006:  Appropriation; IHL - Mississippi State University - Cooperative 
Extension Service. 
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 S. B. No. 3007:  Appropriation; IHL - Mississippi State University - Forest and 
Wildlife Research Center. 
 
 S. B. No. 3010:  Appropriation; IHL - University of Mississippi Medical Center. 
 
 S. B. No. 3052:  Appropriation; Gulf Coast Restoration Funds to the Mississippi 
Development Authority. 
 
 Andrew Ketchings, Clerk of the House of Representatives 
 

__________ 
 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 
 
 Mr. President:  I am directed by the House of Representatives to inform the Senate 
that the House has PASSED AND TRANSMITS herewith the following WITH 
ACCOMPANYING AMENDMENT: 
 
 S. B. No. 3026:  Appropriation; Contractors, Board of. 
 
 S. B. No. 3027:  Appropriation; Veterinary Examiners, Board of. 
 
 S. B. No. 3029:  Appropriation; Dental Examiners, Board of. 
 
 S. B. No. 3030:  Appropriation; Pharmacy, Board of. 
 
 S. B. No. 3031:  Appropriation; Corrections, Department of. 
 
 S. B. No. 3032:  Appropriation; Emergency Management Agency. 
 
 S. B. No. 3033:  Appropriation; Agriculture and Commerce, Department of. 
 
 S. B. No. 3034:  Appropriation; Fair and Coliseum Commission - Livestock shows. 
 
 S. B. No. 3035:  Appropriation; Animal Health, Board of. 
 
 S. B. No. 3036:  Appropriation; Gaming Commission. 
 
 S. B. No. 3037:  Appropriation; Information Technology Services, Department of. 
 
 S. B. No. 3038:  Appropriation; Personnel Board. 
 
 S. B. No. 3039:  Appropriation; Military Department. 
 
 S. B. No. 3040:  Appropriation; Veterans Affairs Board. 
 
 S. B. No. 3041:  Appropriation; Revenue, Department of. 
 
 S. B. No. 3042:  Appropriation; Secretary of State. 
 
 S. B. No. 3043:  Appropriation; Tax Appeals Board. 
 
 S. B. No. 3044:  Appropriation; Workers' Compensation Commission. 
 
 S. B. No. 3045:  Appropriation; Treasurer's Office. 
 
 S. B. No. 3046:  Appropriation; Debt Service-Gen. Obli. 
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 S. B. No. 3047:  Appropriation; Audit, Department of. 
 
 S. B. No. 3048:  Appropriation; Banking and Consumer Finance, Department of. 
 
 S. B. No. 3049:  Appropriation; Finance and Administration, Department of. 
 
 S. B. No. 3050:  Appropriation; Governor's Office and Mansion. 
 
 S. B. No. 3051:  Appropriation; Development Authority, Mississippi. 
 
 Andrew Ketchings, Clerk of the House of Representatives 
 

__________ 
 Pursuant to adjournment motion previously adopted, the Senate stood adjourned 
at 12:00 PM in memory of Alisa Colleen Malone. 
 
 Amanda Frusha White, Secretary of the Senate 
 

__________ 
 

NO INTRODUCTIONS FOR FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2025 
 

__________ 
 
 
 
 

FIFTY-SIXTH DAY, MONDAY, MARCH 3, 2025 
 

The Senate met at 4:00 PM pursuant to adjournment, President Hosemann presiding. 
 
 The roll being called the following Senators answered to their names: 
 
 Present--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, 
Bryan, Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Frazier, Harkins, 
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, 
McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Parks, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, 
Seymour, Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, 
Thompson, Turner-Ford, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger.  Total--50. 
 Absent--Fillingane.  Total--1. 
 Vacancies--1. 
 
 
 
 The Secretary announced a quorum present. 

__________ 
 
 The invocation was delivered by Mike Carr, Pastor, Pleasant Grove Baptist Church, 
Brookhaven, MS. 

__________ 
 
 Senator Barrett led the Senate in the recitation of the oath of allegiance to the flag 
of the United States of America. 

__________ 
 
 On motion of Senator Blackwell, the reading of the journal of the previous day was 
dispensed with, and the same stood approved. 
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__________ 
 

INTRODUCTION OF SENATE BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS: 
 The measures introduced were read under a suspension of the rules, referred to 
committees, and are listed after adjournment on this date. 

__________ 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 
 

 Mr. President:  The Committee on Enrolled Bills has found correctly enrolled the 
following entitled measures and now presents them for your signature: 
 
 H. B. No. 1262:  AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 73-15-21, MISSISSIPPI CODE 
OF 1972, TO PROVIDE THAT PERSONS WHO HAVE COMPLETED THE TRAINING 
REQUIRED FOR A UNITED STATES ARMY COMBAT MEDIC SPECIALIST, A UNITED 
STATES NAVY HOSPITAL CORPSMAN, OR A UNITED STATES AIR FORCE 
AEROSPACE MEDICAL SERVICE SPECIALIST AND THEN COMPLETED TWO YEARS 
OF CLINICAL EXPERIENCE THAT INVOLVES PROVIDING DIRECT PATIENT CARE, 
SHALL BE AUTHORIZED TO TAKE THE EXAMINATION TO BE LICENSED AS A 
LICENSED PRACTICAL NURSE; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 H. B. No. 1401:  AN ACT TO ESTABLISH A COMMUNITY HEALTH WORKER 
CERTIFICATION PROGRAM IN THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH; TO PROVIDE 
THAT THE DIVISION OF MEDICAID SHALL SEEK APPROVAL FROM THE CENTERS 
FOR MEDICARE AND MEDICAID SERVICES FOR A STATE PLAN AMENDMENT, 
WAIVER, OR ALTERNATIVE PAYMENT MODEL TO PROVIDE REIMBURSEMENT FOR 
CERTAIN SERVICES PROVIDED BY CERTIFIED COMMUNITY HEALTH WORKERS; 
TO PROVIDE THAT THE DEPARTMENT SHALL BE THE SOLE CERTIFYING BODY 
FOR THE COMMUNITY HEALTH WORKER PROFESSION AND PRACTICE IN 
MISSISSIPPI; FROM AND AFTER JANUARY 1, 2026, NO PERSON SHALL 
REPRESENT HIMSELF OR HERSELF AS A COMMUNITY HEALTH WORKER UNLESS 
HE OR SHE IS CERTIFIED AS SUCH IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE REQUIREMENTS 
OF THE DEPARTMENT; TO PROVIDE THAT THE DEPARTMENT SHALL  
PROMULGATE RULES NECESSARY TO CARRY OUT THE PROVISIONS OF THIS 
ACT, INCLUDING ESTABLISHING THE CORE COMPETENCIES OF COMMUNITY 
HEALTH WORKERS, THE COMMUNITY HEALTH WORKER CERTIFICATION 
APPLICATION AND RENEWAL PROCESS, CERTIFICATION APPLICATION AND 
RENEWAL FEES, PROCEDURES FOR CERTIFICATION DENIAL, SUSPENSION AND 
REVOCATION, AND THE SCOPE OF PRACTICE FOR CERTIFIED COMMUNITY 
HEALTH WORKERS; TO PROVIDE THAT THE DEPARTMENT SHALL APPROVE 
COMPETENCY-BASED TRAINING PROGRAMS AND TRAINING PROVIDERS, AND 
APPROVE ORGANIZATIONS TO PROVIDE CONTINUING EDUCATION FOR 
CERTIFIED COMMUNITY HEALTH WORKERS; TO AMEND SECTION 43-13-117, 
MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO PROVIDE MEDICAID REIMBURSEMENT FOR 
CERTAIN SERVICES PROVIDED BY CERTIFIED COMMUNITY HEALTH WORKERS; 
TO EXTEND THE DATE OF THE REPEALER ON THE SECTION; AND FOR RELATED 
PURPOSES. 
 David Jordan, Chairman 
 

__________ 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES 
 

 Mr. President:  The above-named committee has had under consideration the 
following measures and reports same back with the following recommendations: 
 
 H. B. No. 3:  Mississippi Commission on College Accreditation; revise composition 
of to ensure adequate representation.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass. 
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 H. B. No. 1086:  University of Mississippi; authorize to enter into long-term lease 
for public-private partnership for development of university property.  Title Sufficient.  Do 
Pass As Amended. 
 
 H. B. No. 1193:  Public K-12 and Postsecondary schools; prohibit DEI statements 
and practices.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass As Amended. 
 
 BOYD, Chairman 
 

__________ 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC PROPERTY 
 

 Mr. President:  The above-named committee has had under consideration the 
following measures and reports same back with the following recommendations: 
 
 H. B. No. 1085:  Mississippi Main Street; authorize counties to donate to and make 
MDAH administrator of Main Street Revitalization Grant.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass. 
 
 H. B. No. 556:  DFA; authorize to purchase certain real property known as the 
"East Hamilton Street Properties" in the City of Jackson, Mississippi.  Title Sufficient.  Do 
Pass As Amended. 
 
 H. B. No. 1167:  State Fire Academy; rename certain facilities located on the 
premises of.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass As Amended. 
 
 H. B. No. 1436:  MDOT; authorize to transfer property in Harrison County to the 
City of Gulfport.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass As Amended. 
 
 WILLIAMS, Chairman 
 

__________ 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON MEDICAID 
 

 Mr. President:  The above-named committee has had under consideration the 
following measure and reports same back with the following recommendation: 
 
 H. B. No. 610:  Nonemergency medical transportation; define certain terms in 
statute requiring vehicle permits and establishing standards.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass. 
 
 BLACKWELL, Chairman 
 

__________ 
 
 Senator McMahan called up the following entitled bill: 
 
 H. B. No. 1211: Municipal ordinance for granting of utility franchises or use of 
streets; remove municipal approval of. 
 
 YEAS AND NAYS On H. B. No. 1211.  On motion of Senator McMahan, the rules 
were suspended, the bill considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and 
nays being taken, it passed, title standing as stated, by the following vote: 
 
 Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan, 
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Frazier, Harkins, Hickman, 
Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, McLendon, 
McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Parks, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, Seymour, Simmons 
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D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, Thompson, Turner-Ford, 
Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger.  Total--50. 
 Nays--None. 
 Absent and those not voting--Fillingane.  Total--1. 
 Vacancies--1. 
 

__________ 
 
 Senator England moved that when the Senate adjourns, it adjourn in memory of 
John "JR" Wilson of Gautier, MS. 

__________ 
 
 Senator Parks moved that when the Senate adjourns, it adjourn in memory of 
Johnny "John" Monroe Stevens of Corinth, MS. 

__________ 
 
 Senator McMahan moved that when the Senate adjourns, it adjourn in memory of 
Don Weatherly of Tupelo, MS. 

__________ 
 
 Senator Hill moved that when the Senate adjourns, it adjourn in memory of Daniel 
Anthony Dale, Sr. of Glendora, MS. 

__________ 
 
 Senator Blackwell moved that the Senate stand in recess until the last committee 
report is filed, at which time the Senate would then adjourn until 10:00 AM, Tuesday, March 
4, 2025. 
 
 The motion prevailed, and at 4:19 PM, the Senate stood in recess. 
 

__________ 
 
FIRST READING OF HOUSE BILLS AND CONCURRENT RESOLUTIONS RECEIVED 

FROM THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 
 
 Mr. President:  I am directed by the House of Representatives to inform the Senate 
that the House has PASSED AND TRANSMITS herewith the following: 
 
 H. C. R. No. 45:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION COMMENDING AND 
CONGRATULATING GRACELYNN PEARL BATTE FOR HER IMMENSE SUCCESS AT 
THE UNITED TAEKWONDO ALLIANCE COMPETITION IN BROMSGROVE, ENGLAND. 
 
 H. C. R. No. 46:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION COMMENDING THE 
DISTINGUISHED AND ACCOMPLISHED CAREER OF MISSISSIPPI AND AMERICAN 
RACE CAR DRIVING LEGEND, MR. CHARLIE KEMP, AND ACKNOWLEDGING HIS 
PROFOUND CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE SPORT OF RACING. 
 
 H. C. R. No. 47:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION COMMENDING AND 
CONGRATULATING THE PURVIS HIGH SCHOOL VOLLEYBALL TEAM FOR WINNING 
THE MISSISSIPPI HIGH SCHOOL ACTIVITIES ASSOCIATION (MHSAA) CLASS 4A 
STATE CHAMPIONSHIP. 
 
 H. C. R. No. 48:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION OBSERVING AND 
RECOGNIZING NOVEMBER 9, 2025, AS "GOLD STAR FATHER'S DAY" TO HONOR 
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THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN FALLEN OR PERMANENTLY DISABLED MEMBERS 
OF THE UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES AND THEIR FATHERS. 
 
 H. C. R. No. 49:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION COMMENDING AND 
CONGRATULATING DR. VERNA R. TAYLOR UPON THE SPECIAL OCCASION OF HER 
RETIREMENT FROM JACKSON STATE UNIVERSITY AND UPON HER 
CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE FIELD OF EDUCATION. 
 
 H. C. R. No. 51:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION COMMENDING AND 
CONGRATULATING THE NORTHWEST MISSISSIPPI COMMUNITY COLLEGE DANCE 
TEAM FOR WINNING BACK-TO-BACK NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS IN THE OPEN 
HIP-HOP DIVISION AT THE UDA NATIONALS IN ORLANDO, FLORIDA. 
 
 H. C. R. No. 52:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION COMMENDING AND 
CONGRATULATING THE NORTHWEST MISSISSIPPI COMMUNITY COLLEGE CHEER 
TEAM FOR WINNING BACK-TO-BACK NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS IN THE OPEN 
ALL-GIRL TRADITIONAL DIVISION AND SECURING A NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP IN 
THE OPEN CO-ED GAME DAY DIVISION AT THE UCA NATIONALS IN ORLANDO, 
FLORIDA. 
 
 H. C. R. No. 53:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING AND 
COMMENDING MR. JERRY SIMS FOR HIS EXCEPTIONAL SUCCESS IN BUSINESS 
AND OUTSTANDING LEGACY IN TRACK AND FIELD AT ALCORN STATE 
UNIVERSITY. 
 
 Andrew Ketchings, Clerk of the House of Representatives 
 

__________ 
 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 
 
 Mr. President:  I am directed by the House of Representatives to inform the Senate 
that the House has PASSED AND TRANSMITS herewith the following WITH 
ACCOMPANYING AMENDMENT: 
 
 S. B. No. 3053:  Coronavirus State Fiscal Recovery Fund; FY2026 reappropriate 
to certain agencies. 
 
 Andrew Ketchings, Clerk of the House of Representatives 
 

__________ 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON BUSINESS AND FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS 
 

 Mr. President:  The above-named committee has had under consideration the 
following measures and reports same back with the following recommendations: 
 
 H. B. No. 956:  Real estate brokers; extend repealer on maximum license fees 
charged by MS Real Estate Commission.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass. 
 
 H. B. No. 1306:  Preneed establishments; reduce amount of fine that Secretary of 
State may impose upon for late filing of their reports.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass. 
 
 H. B. No. 1316:  State Board of Funeral Services; extend repealer on.  Title 
Sufficient.  Do Pass. 
 
 H. B. No. 1325:  County depositories; revise interval of time for accepting bids from 
financial institutions in certain years.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass As Amended. 
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 H. B. No. 1330:  Banks; authorize investments in SBICs incorporated outside MS 
and in LLCs and LLPs.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass As Amended. 
 
 H. B. No. 1428:  Money Transmission Modernization Act; create and repeal MS 
Money Transmitters Act.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass As Amended. 
 
 H. B. No. 1450:  Small Loan Regulatory Law; authorize licensee to charge fee for 
nonrecording insurance in lieu of recording cost.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass As Amended. 
 
 POLK, Chairman 
 

__________ 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON ENERGY 
 

 Mr. President:  The above-named committee has had under consideration the 
following measures and reports same back with the following recommendations: 
 
 H. B. No. 1186:  Natural gas piping systems; require testing in school facilities.  
Title Sufficient.  Do Pass. 
 
 H. B. No. 1191:  Underground and submerged utility lines and facilities; revise 
requirements for excavators and utility operators.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass. 
 
 CARTER, Chairman 
 

__________ 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELFARE 
 

 Mr. President:  The above-named committee has had under consideration the 
following measures and reports same back with the following recommendations: 
 
 
 H. B. No. 668:  MS Juvenile Tobacco Prevention; raise age restriction to 21.  Title 
Sufficient.  Do Pass. 
 
 
 H. B. No. 674:  Interstate Dental & Dental Hygiene Licensure Compact; create.  
Title Sufficient.  Do Pass. 
 
 H. B. No. 1083:  Health Care Expendable Fund; extend repealer on.  Title 
Sufficient.  Do Pass. 
 
 H. B. No. 1404:  Mental health; provide exemption from pre-affidavit screening for 
persons being treated in an acute psych hospital who have already had evaluations.  Title 
Sufficient.  Do Pass As Amended. 
 
 H. B. No. 1447:  Department of Health; authorize to increase fees for water quality 
analysis as required by the Safe Drinking Water Act.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass. 
 
 H. B. No. 1463:  Pseudoephedrine; require manufacturers to pay fees to National 
Association of Drug Diversion Investigators to support NPLE.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass. 
 
 BRYAN, Chairman 
 

__________ 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON FORESTRY 

 
 Mr. President:  The above-named committee has had under consideration the 
following measure and reports same back with the following recommendation: 
 
 H. B. No. 262:  Mississippi Ireland Trade Commission; establish.  Title Sufficient.  
Do Pass. 
 
 MCCAUGHN, Chairman 
 

__________ 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON TECHNOLOGY 
 

 Mr. President:  The above-named committee has had under consideration the 
following measures and reports same back with the following recommendations: 
 
 H. B. No. 20:  "Statewide Digital Services and Procurement Modernization Act"; 
establish for MDITS.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass As Amended. 
 
 H. B. No. 1535:  Artificial Intelligence Task Force; create and prescribe 
responsibilities of.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass As Amended. 
 
 DELANO, Chairman 
 

__________ 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEES ON 
JUDICIARY, DIVISION A AND TECHNOLOGY 

 
 Mr. President:  The above-named committees have had under consideration the 
following measure and report same back with the following recommendation: 
 
 H. B. No. 1380:  Cybersecurity; governmental and certain commercial entities 
substantially complying with standards not liable for incidents relating to.  Title Sufficient.  
Do Pass As Amended. 
 
 WIGGINS, Chairman 
 DELANO, Chairman 
 

__________ 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEES ON 
BUSINESS AND FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS AND GOVERNMENT STRUCTURE 

 
 Mr. President:  The above-named committees have had under consideration the 
following measure and report same back with the following recommendation: 
 
 H. B. No. 608:  Licensure of land surveyors; merge into licensure of engineers.  
Title Sufficient.  Do Pass As Amended. 
 
 POLK, Chairman 
 JOHNSON, Chairman 
 

__________ 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEES ON 
CORRECTIONS AND GOVERNMENT STRUCTURE 

 
 Mr. President:  The above-named committees have had under consideration the 
following measure and report same back with the following recommendation: 
 
 H. B. No. 1474:  Department of Health; require to conduct a review of quality of 
medical care provided to inmates of Department of Corrections.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass 
As Amended. 
 
 BARNETT, Chairman 
 JOHNSON, Chairman 
 

__________ 
 
 Pursuant to adjournment motion previously adopted, the Senate stood adjourned 
at 5:09 PM in memory of Johnny "John" Monroe Stevens, John "JR" Wilson, Daniel 
Anthony Dale, Sr. and Don Weatherly. 
 
 Amanda Frusha White, Secretary of the Senate 
 

__________ 
 

INTRODUCTIONS FOR MONDAY, MARCH 3, 2025 
 

 S. R. No. 67: Rules 
 A RESOLUTION TO COMMEMORATE THE 150TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
MISSISSIPPI DENTAL ASSOCIATION. 
 By Senator(s) Parker, Williams, Barrett, Boyd, Hopson, Barnett, McCaughn, Michel, 
Suber, Thomas 

__________ 
 
 
 
 

FIFTY-SEVENTH DAY, TUESDAY, MARCH 4, 2025 
 

The Senate met at 10:00 AM pursuant to adjournment, President Hosemann presiding. 
 
 The roll being called the following Senators answered to their names: 
 
 Present--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, 
Bryan, Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, 
Harkins, Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, 
McCaughn, McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Parks, Polk, Rhodes, 
Robinson, Seymour, Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, 
Thomas, Thompson, Turner-Ford, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger.  Total--51. 
 Absent--Total--None. 
 Vacancies--1. 
 
 The Secretary announced a quorum present. 

__________ 
 
 The invocation was delivered by Reverend Paul McDonald, Pastor, Independence 
United Methodist Church, Morton, MS and First United Methodist Church, Morton, MS. 

__________ 
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 Senator McCaughn led the Senate in the recitation of the oath of allegiance to the 
flag of the United States of America. 

__________ 
 
 On motion of Senator Blackwell, the reading of the journal of the previous day was 
dispensed with, and the same stood approved. 

__________ 
 

INTRODUCTION OF SENATE BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS: 
 The measures introduced were read under a suspension of the rules, referred to 
committees, and are listed after adjournment on this date. 

__________ 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON INSURANCE 
 

 Mr. President:  The above-named committee has had under consideration the 
following measures and reports same back with the following recommendations: 
 
 H. B. No. 17:  Protecting Patient Access to Physician-Administered Drugs Act; 
create.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass. 
 
 H. B. No. 959:  Comprehensive Hurricane Damage Mitigation Program; extend 
repealer on.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass. 
 
 H. B. No. 999:  Modular home; revise definition as used under the Uniform 
Standards Code for Factory-Built Homes Law.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass. 
 
 H. B. No. 1174:  Public adjusters licensure; revise provisions related to.  Title 
Sufficient.  Do Pass As Amended. 
 
 H. B. No. 1611:  Property and casualty insurance coverage; require 45-day notice 
before change in coverage of.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass As Amended. 
 
 MICHEL, Chairman 
 

__________ 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON INSURANCE 
 

 Mr. President:  The following appointment has had the consideration of the above-
named committee and I am instructed to report it with the following recommendation: 
 
 S. N. No. 66:  George Mark Henry, Madison, Mississippi, Workers' Compensation 
Commission as the Commissioner representing an attorney at law of recognized ability 
with 5 years active practice in MS, six year term effective January 1, 2025 and ending 
December 31, 2030.  Do Advise and Consent. 
 
 MICHEL, Chairman 
 

__________ 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY, DIVISION B 
 

 Mr. President:  The above-named committee has had under consideration the 
following measures and reports same back with the following recommendations: 
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 H. B. No. 1308:  Grooming of a child; establish as a criminal offense.  Title 
Sufficient.  Do Pass As Amended. 
 
 H. B. No. 1203:  Camping; prohibit on public property.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass As 
Amended. 
 
 FILLINGANE, Chairman 
 

__________ 
 
 Senator Blackwell moved that the Senate stand in recess until 3:50 PM. 
 
 The motion prevailed, and at 10:16 AM, the Senate stood in recess. 
 

__________ 
 
 The Senate resumed business at 3:50 PM, pursuant to recess, with President 
Hosemann presiding. 

__________ 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON VETERANS AND MILITARY AFFAIRS 
 

 Mr. President:  The above-named committee has had under consideration the 
following measure and reports same back with the following recommendation: 
 
 H. B. No. 1268:  MS Save Our Service Member Task Force; create to study and 
make recommendations concerning mental health needs of military members.  Title 
Sufficient.  Do Pass. 
 
 TATE, Chairman 
 

__________ 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON VETERANS AND MILITARY AFFAIRS 
 

 Mr. President:  The following appointments have had the consideration of the 
above-named committee, and I am instructed to report them with the following 
recommendations: 
 
 S. N. No. 61:  Maj Gen (Ret.) William J. (Cris) Crisler, Clinton, Mississippi, State 
Veterans Affairs Board to represent the state at large, unexpired balance of a five year 
term effective July 1, 2024 and ending May 31, 2025, vice Colonel C. Allen McDaniel, II.  
Do Advise and Consent. 
 
 S. N. No. 62:  Maj Gen (Ret.) William J. (Cris) Crisler, Clinton, Mississippi, State 
Veterans Affairs Board to represent the state at large, five year term effective June 1, 2025 
and ending May 31, 2030.  Do Advise and Consent. 
 
 TATE, Chairman 

__________ 
 

REFERENCE TO COMMITTEES OF HOUSE BILLS AND CONCURRENT 
RESOLUTIONS RECEIVED FROM THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

 
 
 H. B. No. 733:  "Property Cleanup Revolving Fund"; establish.  Municipalities; 
Finance. 
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 H. B. No. 1095:  Department of Marine Resources; exempt certain leases from any 
county or municipal tax levy upon leasehold interests.  Ports and Marine Resources; 
Finance. 
 

__________ 
 

MESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNOR 
March 3, 2025 

 
 I hereby submit to you for your consideration the following appointments, and 
request the advise and consent of the Senate, thereto viz: 
 
  Michael Dustin (Dustey) Walley, Lucedale, Mississippi, Mississippi Home 
Corporation representing the 2nd Supreme Court District, six year term effective February 
24, 2025 and ending April 23, 2030. 
 
  Terry Lynn Abby, Walnut, Mississippi, Board of Trustees of the Mississippi 
Outdoor Stewardship Trust Fund, appointment efffective July 2, 2024 for the remainder of 
term ending June 30, 2026, vice Dason Colin Maloney. 
 
 Tate Reeves 
 GOVERNOR 

__________ 
 
 The executive nominations in the foregoing message were referred to committees 
as follows: 
 
  Michael Dustin (Dustey) Walley, Mississippi Home Corporation, six year 
term effective February 24, 2025 and ending April 23, 2030, Finance. 
 
  Terry Lynn Abby, Board of Trustees of the Mississippi Outdoor Stewardship 
Trust Fund, appointment efffective July 2, 2024 for the remainder of term ending June 30, 
2026, Wildlife, Fisheries and Parks. 
 

__________ 
 

REFERENCE TO COMMITTEES OF HOUSE BILLS AND CONCURRENT 
RESOLUTIONS RECEIVED FROM THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

 
 H. B. No. 248:  Sales tax; revise exemption for sales of food to certain charitable 
organizations.  Finance. 
 
 H. B. No. 812:  Homestead exemption; provide additional exemption for 
unremarried surviving spouses of certain veterans.  Finance. 
 
 H. B. No. 919:  Sales tax; revise definition of "hotel" and "motel" for purposes of.  
Finance. 
 
 H. B. No. 1667:  Individual Coverage Health Reimbursement Arrangement 
(ICHRA) tax credit; authorize.  Finance. 
 
 H. B. No. 1851:  Ad valorem; exempt certain tractors, agricultural implements and 
equipment, and vehicles.  Finance. 
 
 H. B. No. 1872:  Wine; revise rate of tax on sales and shipments of made by direct 
wine shipper.  Finance. 
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 H. B. No. 1878:  Ad valorem tax; specify provisions for determining the true value 
of rural structures.  Finance. 
 
 H. B. No. 1880:  Income tax; authorize tax credit for companies engaged in 
television productions.  Finance. 
 
 H. B. No. 1894:  Bonds; authorize issuance for various purposes.  Finance. 
 
 H. B. No. 1896:  Kratom product; impose excise tax on.  Finance. 
 
 H. B. No. 1897:  Northwest Regional Alliance; authorize Tate, Panola, Lafayette 
and Yalobusha counties to form for economic development purposes.  Finance. 
 
 H. B. No. 1901:  Qualified equity investment tax credits; increase maximum 
allowed and extend date after which MDA will not allocate.  Finance. 
 
 H. B. No. 1902:  Taxation; revise various tax credits.  Finance. 
 
 H. B. No. 1903:  Taxation; revise various tax credits and exemptions.  Finance. 
 

__________ 
 

REFERENCE TO COMMITTEES OF HOUSE BILLS AND CONCURRENT 
RESOLUTIONS RECEIVED FROM THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

 
 H. C. R. No. 45:  Gracelynn Batte; commend for representing the United States in 
Taekwondo at UTA Competition.  Rules. 
 
 H. C. R. No. 46:  Charlie Kemp; commend distinguished career as a Mississippi 
and American race car driving legend.  Rules. 
 
 H. C. R. No. 47:  Purvis High School Volleyball Team; commend and congratulate 
on winning MHSAA Class 4A State Championship.  Rules. 
 
 H. C. R. No. 48:  Gold Star Father's Day; observe and recognize November 9, 
2025 as.  Rules. 
 
 H. C. R. No. 49:  Verna R. Taylor; commend upon retirement as an assistant 
professor from Jackson State University.  Rules. 
 
 H. C. R. No. 51:  Northwest Mississippi Community College Dance Team; 
commend upon winning back-to-back national championships in Open Hip-Hop Division.  
Rules. 
 
 H. C. R. No. 52:  Northwest Mississippi Community College Cheer Team; 
commend upon winning multiple national championships at UCA Nationals.  Rules. 
 
 H. C. R. No. 53:  Jerry Sims; commend for exceptional success in business and 
outstanding legacy in track and field at Alcorn State University.  Rules. 
 

__________ 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 
 

 Mr. President:  The above-named committee has had under consideration the 
following measures and reports same back with the following recommendations: 
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 H. B. No. 961:  Income tax; codify and extend repealers on tax credits for certain 
charges for using certain port and airport facilities.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass. 
 
 H. B. No. 964:  MS Business Finance Corporation; extend repealer on authority to 
issue bonds to finance economic development projects.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass. 
 
 H. B. No. 970:  Sales tax; extend repealer on exemption of certain sales to 
Toughest Kids Foundation for Camp Kamassa in Copiah County.  Title Sufficient.  Do 
Pass. 
 
 H. B. No. 972:  Income tax; extend repealer on jobs tax credit for certain water 
transportation enterprises.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass. 
 
 H. B. No. 1201:  Income tax and ad valorem tax; create incentives for developers 
to improve tax forfeited, blighted properties in MS.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass As Amended. 
 
 H. B. No. 1284:  Mississippi Native Spirit Law; rename and revise various 
provisions.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass. 
 
 H. B. No. 1341:  MS Health Care Industry Zone Act; extend repealer on act and 
related tax incentives.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass As Amended. 
 
 H. B. No. 1461:  Capital improvements; revise definition of under local 
governments capital improvements revolving loan program.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass As 
Amended. 
 
 HARKINS, Chairman 
 

__________ 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEES ON 
UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES AND FINANCE 

 
 Mr. President:  The above-named committees have had under consideration the 
following measure and report same back with the following recommendation: 
 
 H. B. No. 99:  IHL Board; delete repealer on authority to oversee certain 
construction projects funded by state general obligation bonds.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass. 
 
 BOYD, Chairman 
 HARKINS, Chairman 
 

__________ 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORTATION 
 

 Mr. President:  The above-named committee has had under consideration the 
following measures and reports same back with the following recommendations: 
 
 H. B. No. 150:  Concrete and solid waste vehicles; increase maximum gross 
vehicle weight of.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass. 
 
 H. B. No. 580:  "Medal of Honor Trail"; designate portion of Interstate 22 and U.S. 
Highway 78 within the State of Mississippi as.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass As Amended. 
 
 H. B. No. 638:  MS Transportation Commission; authorize to delegate authority to 
enter into supplemental agreements for expenditures not exceeding $250,000.  Title 
Sufficient.  Do Pass. 
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 H. B. No. 854:  Memorial highways; designate segment of MS Hwy 19 South in 
Neshoba County as the "MSgt. Bridgette R. Horn Memorial Highway."  Title Sufficient.  Do 
Pass. 
 
 H. B. No. 909:  Memorial highways; designate a segment of MS Hwy 9 South in 
Pontotoc County as the "Meaghan Bedford Reed Memorial Highway".  Title Sufficient.  Do 
Pass. 
 
 H. B. No. 1227:  Memorial bridge; designate the Strong River Bridge in Simpson 
County as the Badger-Malone-Igleharte Memorial Bridge."  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass. 
 
 H. B. No. 1245:  Memorial highways; designate various segments of public 
roadway as upon certain conditions.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass As Amended. 
 
 H. B. No. 1541:  Memorial highways; designate a segment of Hwy 366 in Prentiss 
County as the "Houston 'Dale' Kennedy Memorial Highway."  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass. 
 
 YOUNGER, Chairman 
 

__________ 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON COUNTY AFFAIRS 
 

 Mr. President:  The above-named committee has had under consideration the 
following measure and reports same back with the following recommendation: 
 
 H. B. No. 1424:  Local office space for Child Protection Services provided by board 
of supervisors; require to be adequate and habitable.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass. 
 
 SIMMONS (12TH), Chairman 
 

__________ 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION 
 

 Mr. President:  The above-named committee has had under consideration the 
following measure and reports same back with the following recommendation: 
 
 H. B. No. 246:  16th section land; authorize local school board to grant an 
extension to holder of a long-term lease in good standing.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass As 
Amended. 
 
 DEBAR, Chairman 
 

__________ 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON ELECTIONS 
 

 Mr. President:  The above-named committee has had under consideration the 
following measures and reports same back with the following recommendations: 
 
 H. B. No. 177:  In-person absentee voting; authorize to be conducted using OMR 
equipment.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass As Amended. 
 
 H. B. No. 811:  Candidate qualifications; revise process for.  Title Sufficient.  Do 
Pass As Amended. 
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 ENGLAND, Chairman 
 

__________ 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 
 

 Mr. President:  The above-named committee has had under consideration the 
following measures and reports same back with the following recommendations: 
 
 H. B. No. 1074:  Electronic Government Services Fund and Electronic 
Government Oversight Committee; bring forward sections that created.  Title Sufficient.  
Do Pass As Amended. 
 
 H. B. No. 1129:  Education Enhancement Fund; school district educational 
facilities loan repayments shall be made to DFA and deposited into.  Title Sufficient.  Do 
Pass As Amended. 
 
 HOPSON, Chairman 
 

__________ 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEES ON 
ECONOMIC AND WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT AND APPROPRIATIONS 

 
 Mr. President:  The above-named committees have had under consideration the 
following measure and report same back with the following recommendation: 
 
 H. B. No. 1414:  Workforce Enhancement Training Fund; revise administration of 
and make technical changes to.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass. 
 
 SPARKS, Chairman 
 HOPSON, Chairman 
 

__________ 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEES ON 
EDUCATION AND APPROPRIATIONS 

 
 Mr. President:  The above-named committees have had under consideration the 
following measure and report same back with the following recommendation: 
 
 H. B. No. 1630:  "Mississippi Student Funding Formula"; revise to clarify certain 
provisions related to.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass As Amended. 
 
 DEBAR, Chairman 
 HOPSON, Chairman 
 

__________ 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEES ON 
INSURANCE AND APPROPRIATIONS 

 
 Mr. President:  The above-named committees have had under consideration the 
following measure and report same back with the following recommendation: 
 
 H. B. No. 1567:  Fire trucks and fire funds; bring forward code sections related to.  
Title Sufficient.  Do Pass. 



SENATE JOURNAL 
TUESDAY, MARCH 4, 2025 

 

895 

 
 MICHEL, Chairman 
 HOPSON, Chairman 
 

__________ 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEES ON 
JUDICIARY, DIVISION A AND APPROPRIATIONS 

 
 Mr. President:  The above-named committees have had under consideration the 
following measures and report same back with the following recommendations: 
 
 H. B. No. 624:  Criminal investigators; increase salaries of.  Title Sufficient.  Do 
Pass. 
 
 H. B. No. 1459:  CCID; authorize Supreme Court Justice to appoint full-time and 
part-time judges.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass As Amended. 
 
 H. B. No. 848:  Opioid Settlement Fund Committee; create to disburse opioid 
litigation settlement monies.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass As Amended. 
 
 H. B. No. 1509:  District Attorneys; revise salaries to certain amount below 
chancery and circuit courts.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass. 
 
 WIGGINS, Chairman 
 HOPSON, Chairman 
 

__________ 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEES ON 
PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELFARE AND APPROPRIATIONS 

 
 Mr. President:  The above-named committees have had under consideration the 
following measure and report same back with the following recommendation: 
 
 H. B. No. 807:  Mental health; establish Division of Autism Services within 
Department of Mental Health.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass. 
 
 BRYAN, Chairman 
 HOPSON, Chairman 
 

__________ 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEES ON 
TECHNOLOGY AND APPROPRIATIONS 

 
 Mr. President:  The above-named committees have had under consideration the 
following measure and report same back with the following recommendation: 
 
 H. B. No. 1491:  Cloud Center of Excellence; establish for phased-in cloud 
computing and storage by state agencies and governing authorities.  Title Sufficient.  Do 
Pass As Amended. 
 
 DELANO, Chairman 
 HOPSON, Chairman 
 

__________ 
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MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

 
 Mr. President:  I am directed by the House of Representatives to inform the Senate 
that the House has PASSED AND TRANSMITS herewith the following WITH 
ACCOMPANYING AMENDMENT: 
 
 S. B. No. 2768:  Judicial redistricting; revise provisions related to chancery and 
circuit courts. 
 
 Andrew Ketchings, Clerk of the House of Representatives 
 

__________ 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON MEDICAID 
 

 Mr. President:  The above-named committee has had under consideration the 
following measure and reports same back with the following recommendation: 
 
 H. B. No. 662:  Medicaid; revise criteria for presumptive eligibility for pregnant 
women to conform to federal laws and regulations.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass. 
 
 BLACKWELL, Chairman 
 

__________ 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEES ON 
ECONOMIC AND WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT AND APPROPRIATIONS 

 
 Mr. President:  The above-named committees have had under consideration the 
following measure and report same back with the following recommendation: 
 
 H. B. No. 302:  State Workforce Investment Board; require to create, through Office 
of Workforce Development, list of certain industry certifications.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass 
As Amended. 
 
 SPARKS, Chairman 
 HOPSON, Chairman 
 

__________ 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEES ON 
UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES AND ECONOMIC AND WORKFORCE 

DEVELOPMENT 
 

 Mr. President:  The above-named committees have had under consideration the 
following measure and report same back with the following recommendation: 
 
 H. B. No. 1555:  MS Curriculum Alignment Task Force; create.  Title Sufficient.  Do 
Pass As Amended. 
 
 BOYD, Chairman 
 SPARKS, Chairman 
 

__________ 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELFARE 
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 Mr. President:  The above-named committee has had under consideration the 
following measures and reports same back with the following recommendations: 
 
 
 H. B. No. 569:  CON; revise conditions for long-term care hospital in Harrison 
County to allow participation in Medicaid.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass As Amended. 
 
 
 H. B. No. 856:  Pharmacy Practice Act; extend repealer on.  Title Sufficient.  Do 
Pass As Amended. 
 
 H. B. No. 1062:  Dental hygienists; authorize to provide services to patients under 
the general supervision of dentists under certain conditions.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass As 
Amended. 
 
 H. B. No. 1077:  Kratom products; prohibit sale to persons under 21.  Title 
Sufficient.  Do Pass As Amended. 
 
 H. B. No. 1123:  Pharmacy benefit managers and pharmacy services 
administrative organizations; provide certain regulations for.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass As 
Amended. 
 
 BRYAN, Chairman 
 

__________ 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEES ON 
PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELFARE AND APPROPRIATIONS 

 
 Mr. President:  The above-named committees have had under consideration the 
following measure and report same back with the following recommendation: 
 
 H. B. No. 1402:  Vital records; fees for certain may be used by Board of Health for 
public health programs.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass As Amended. 
 
 BRYAN, Chairman 
 HOPSON, Chairman 
 

__________ 
 
 Senator Blackmon, joined by all members of the Mississippi State Senate, moved 
that when the Senate adjourns, it adjourn in memory of Former Speaker Pro Tempore of 
the Mississippi House of Representatives Robert George Clark, Jr. of Holmes County, 
MS. 

__________ 
 
 Senator Blackwell moved that when the Senate adjourns, it adjourn in memory of 
Lena W. Buerkle of Germantown, TN. 

__________ 
 
 Senator Seymour moved that when the Senate adjourns, it adjourn in memory of 
Charles "Sonny" E. Weems, Jr. and David Carson Austin of Biloxi, MS. 

__________ 
 
 Senator Berry moved that when the Senate adjourns, it adjourn in memory of 
Barbara Carol Smith of Mendenhall, MS. 
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__________ 
 
 Senators Berry and Turner-Ford moved that when the Senate adjourns, it adjourn 
in memory of William Allen Flynt of West Point, MS. 

__________ 
 
 Senator Thomas moved that when the Senate adjourns, it adjourn in memory of 
Lorina Jackson of Yazoo City, MS. 

__________ 
 
 Senator Blackwell moved that the Senate stand in recess until the last committee 
report is filed or until 8:00 PM, at which time the Senate would then adjourn until 10:00 
AM, Wednesday, March 5, 2025. 
 
 The motion prevailed, and at 3:59 PM, the Senate stood in recess. 
 

__________ 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON RULES 
 

 Mr. President:  The above-named committee has had under consideration the 
following measure and reports same back with the following recommendation: 
 
 J. R. No. 1:  MS House of Representatives; revise composition of Districts 16, 22, 
36, 39 and 41.  Title Sufficient.  Do Be Adopted. 
 
 KIRBY, Chairman 

__________ 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY, DIVISION A 
 

 Mr. President:  The above-named committee has had under consideration the 
following measures and reports same back with the following recommendations: 
 
 H. B. No. 162:  Justice Court; revise filing fees.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass As 
Amended. 
 
 H. B. No. 1200:  "Real Property Owners Protection Act"; create.  Title Sufficient.  
Do Pass. 
 
 H. B. No. 1387:  Kinship payments for foster children; revise who may be paid.  
Title Sufficient.  Do Pass. 
 
 H. B. No. 1442:  Conservatorship; revise required certificates for respondents in 
the State Hospital at the time of the petition.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass As Amended. 
 
 H. B. No. 1547:  Consumer Protection Act; exempt certain pharmaceutical 
distributors from.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass As Amended. 
 
 H. B. No. 1063:  MS State Employees Paid Parental Leave Act; create.  Title 
Sufficient.  Do Pass As Amended. 
 
 H. B. No. 1197:  The Safe Solicitation Act; create to regulate issuance of solicitation 
permits.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass. 
 
 H. B. No. 599:  Internet; create civil liability for distribution of child pornography and 
obscene matter by commercial entities.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass As Amended. 
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 WIGGINS, Chairman 
 

__________ 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEES ON 
JUDICIARY, DIVISION A AND APPROPRIATIONS 

 
 Mr. President:  The above-named committees have had under consideration the 
following measure and report same back with the following recommendation: 
 
 H. B. No. 1366:  Judicial office allowance and court fees; revise.  Title Sufficient.  
Do Pass As Amended. 
 
 WIGGINS, Chairman 
 HOPSON, Chairman 
 

__________ 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY, DIVISION B 
 

 Mr. President:  The above-named committee has had under consideration the 
following measure and reports same back with the following recommendation: 
 
 H. B. No. 565:  Board on Law Enforcement Officer Standards and Training; require 
law enforcement agencies to report terminated officers to.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass As 
Amended. 
 
 FILLINGANE, Chairman 
 

__________ 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 
 

 Mr. President:  The Committee on Enrolled Bills has found correctly enrolled the 
following entitled measure and now presents it for your signature: 
 
 S. B. No. 2359:  AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 47-7-2, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 
1972, TO PROVIDE THAT THE TERM "TECHNICAL VIOLATION" RELATED TO 
PAROLE SUPERVISION SHALL NOT INCLUDE A PLEA OR SENTENCE IN AN 
INTERVENTION COURT; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 David Jordan, Chairman 
 

__________ 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON ACCOUNTABILITY, EFFICIENCY, TRANSPARENCY 
 

 Mr. President:  The above-named committee has had under consideration the 
following measures and reports same back with the following recommendations: 
 
 H. B. No. 13:  Community and junior colleges; authorize to administer certain 
construction and maintenance contracts and exempt from DFA oversight.  Title Sufficient.  
Do Pass As Amended. 
 
 H. B. No. 186:  Energy efficiency service public contracts; extend repealer on.  Title 
Sufficient.  Do Pass. 
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 H. B. No. 767:  Grand Gulf Military Monument Commission; revise composition of.  
Title Sufficient.  Do Pass. 
 
 H. B. No. 924:  Creating Logic for Efficiency and Accountability (CLEAR) Act; 
create.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass As Amended. 
 
 H. B. No. 1293:  Pat Harrison Waterway District; revise eligibility criteria for 
appointment to board of directors.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass. 
 
 H. B. No. 917:  Public Records Act; exempt certain records containing client 
information concerning development projects.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass. 
 
 H. B. No. 958:  Department of Information Technology Services; revise certain 
provisions relating to acquisition of technology services.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass As 
Amended. 
 
 PARKER, Chairman 
 

__________ 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEES ON 
JUDICIARY, DIVISION B AND ACCOUNTABILITY, EFFICIENCY, TRANSPARENCY 

 
 Mr. President:  The above-named committees have had under consideration the 
following measure and report same back with the following recommendation: 
 
 H. B. No. 1338:  Unmarked vehicles; revise provisions that regulate.  Title 
Sufficient.  Do Pass As Amended. 
 
 FILLINGANE, Chairman 
 PARKER, Chairman 
 

__________ 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEES ON 
PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELFARE AND ACCOUNTABILITY, EFFICIENCY, 

TRANSPARENCY 
 

 Mr. President:  The above-named committees have had under consideration the 
following measure and report same back with the following recommendation: 
 
 H. B. No. 1094:  Department of Health; exempt certain contracts relating to the 
Public Health Lab from PPRB approval.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass. 
 
 BRYAN, Chairman 
 PARKER, Chairman 
 

__________ 
 
 Pursuant to adjournment motion previously adopted, the Senate stood adjourned 
at 5:05 PM in memory of Lena W. Buerkle, Charles "Sonny" E. Weems, Jr., David Carson 
Austin, Robert George Clark, Jr., Barbara Carol Smith, William Allen Flynt and Lorina 
Jackson. 
 
 Amanda Frusha White, Secretary of the Senate 
 

__________ 
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INTRODUCTIONS FOR TUESDAY, MARCH 4, 2025 

 
 S. B. No. 3263: Local and Private 
 AN ACT TO AMEND CHAPTER 935, LOCAL AND PRIVATE LAWS OF 2019, 
WHICH AUTHORIZES THE GOVERNING AUTHORITIES OF THE CITY OF GAUTIER, 
MISSISSIPPI, TO ENTER INTO LONG-TERM AGREEMENTS RELATED TO THE 
FINANCING AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE SINGING RIVER MALL SITE AND 
RELATED ANCILLARY FACILITIES, TO INCLUDE ADDITIONAL PARCEL NUMBERS IN 
THE DEFINITION OF "SINGING RIVER MALL SITE"; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 By Senator(s) Wiggins 
 
 S. B. No. 3264: Local and Private 
 AN ACT TO AMEND CHAPTER 934, LOCAL AND PRIVATE LAWS OF 2022, TO 
EXTEND THE REPEALER ON THE LAW AUTHORIZING THE GOVERNING 
AUTHORITIES OF THE CITY OF OLIVE BRANCH, MISSISSIPPI, TO LEVY A TAX UPON 
THE GROSS SALES OF HOTELS AND MOTELS DERIVED FROM ROOM RENTALS 
FOR THE PURPOSES OF TOURISM AND PARKS AND RECREATION, PROVIDING 
FOR AN ELECTION ON WHETHER THE TAX MAY BE LEVIED, AND, FOR THE 
PURPOSES OF TOURISM AND PARKS AND RECREATION, AUTHORIZING THE CITY 
TO ISSUE GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS OR INCUR OTHER INDEBTEDNESS IN 
AN AGGREGATE PRINCIPAL AMOUNT NOT IN EXCESS OF AN AMOUNT FOR WHICH 
DEBT SERVICE IS CAPABLE OF BEING FUNDED BY THE PROCEEDS OF THE 
SPECIAL SALES TAX LEVIED UNDER THIS ACT; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 By Senator(s) Blackwell 
 
 S. R. No. 68: Rules 
 A RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING SENATOR ANGELA TURNER FORD UPON 
HER RECEIPT OF THE COALITION ON ADULT BASIC EDUCATION (COABE) 2024 
LEGISLATIVE CHAMPION AWARD AND COMMEND HER DISTINGUISHED 
LEADERSHIP AND SUPPORT FOR ADULT EDUCATION IN MISSISSIPPI. 
 By Senator(s) Rhodes, Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, 
Brumfield, Bryan, Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, 
Frazier, Harkins, Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, 
McCaughn, McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Parks, Polk, Robinson, 
Seymour, Simmons (12th), Simmons (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, Thompson, 
Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger 
 
 S. R. No. 69: Rules 
 A RESOLUTION COMMENDING AND CONGRATULATING SHELBY MCEWEN 
FROM ABBEVILLE, MISSISSIPPI, FOR HIS OUTSTANDING TRACK-AND-FIELD 
CAREER AND FOR TYING FOR THE GOLD MEDAL IN AN EPIC HIGH JUMP FINAL IN 
THE 2024 SUMMER OLYMPICS. 
 By Senator(s) Boyd 
 
 S. R. No. 70: Rules 
 A RESOLUTION COMMENDING AND CONGRATULATING FORMER OLE MISS 
TRACK-AND-FIELD STAR AND OXFORD NATIVE SAM KENDRICKS FOR EARNING A 
SILVER MEDAL IN THE MEN'S POLE VAULT EVENT AT THE 2024 OLYMPICS IN PARIS 
AND FOR HIS OUTSTANDING NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP CAREER. 
 By Senator(s) Boyd 
 
 S. R. No. 71: Rules 
 A RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING THE OUTSTANDING CULTURAL 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF THE MISSISSIPPI SONGWRITERS ALLIANCE OVER THE 
LAST 15 YEARS AND WELCOMING REPRESENTATIVES OF THIS ASSOCIATION TO 
THE FLOOR OF THE SENATE. 
 By Senator(s) Tate, McCaughn 
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 S. R. No. 72: Rules 
 A RESOLUTION COMMENDING AND CONGRATULATING THE NORTHWEST 
RANKIN HIGH SCHOOL LADY COUGARS SOCCER TEAM AND COACH CARLI LITTLE 
FOR MAKING SCHOOL HISTORY BY WINNING BACK-TO-BACK MHSAA CLASS 7A 
STATE CHAMPIONSHIPS. 
 By Senator(s) Harkins 
 
 S. R. No. 73: Rules 
 A RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING THE PRESBYTERIAN CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 
BLUE BLAZE DRILL TEAM AND COACH ARRIELLE BRANNING FOR THEIR 
NATIONAL PLACEMENT IN THE 2025 UDA NATIONAL DANCE TEAM CHAMPIONSHIP 
AND FOR THEIR STATE TOURNAMENT ACHIEVEMENTS. 
 By Senator(s) Johnson 
 
 S. R. No. 74: Rules 
 A RESOLUTION TO COMMEMORATE THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
STATE GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS COUNCIL (SGAC) AND COMMEND ITS MISSION. 
 By Senator(s) Kirby 

__________ 
 
 
 
 

FIFTY-EIGHTH DAY, WEDNESDAY, MARCH 5, 2025 
 

The Senate met at 10:00 AM pursuant to adjournment, President Hosemann presiding. 
 
 The roll being called the following Senators answered to their names: 
 
 Present--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, 
Bryan, Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, 
Harkins, Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, 
McCaughn, McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Parks, Polk, Rhodes, 
Robinson, Seymour, Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, 
Thomas, Thompson, Turner-Ford, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger.  Total--51. 
 Absent--Total--None. 
 Vacancies--1. 
 
 The Secretary announced a quorum present. 

__________ 
 
 The invocation was delivered by Pastor Robert Green, Senior Pastor, Fondren 
Church, Jackson, MS. 

__________ 
 
 Senator Harkins led the Senate in the recitation of the oath of allegiance to the flag 
of the United States of America. 

__________ 
 
 On motion of Senator Blackwell, the reading of the journal of the previous day was 
dispensed with, and the same stood approved. 

__________ 
 

INTRODUCTION OF SENATE BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS: 
 The measures introduced were read under a suspension of the rules, referred to 
committees, and are listed after adjournment on this date. 

__________ 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 

 
 Mr. President:  The Committee on Enrolled Bills has found correctly enrolled the 
following entitled measures and now presents them for your signature: 
 
 S. B. No. 2002:  AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 19-5-22, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 
1972, TO AUTHORIZE A BOARD OF SUPERVISORS TO DESIGNATE FROM AMONG 
ITS OWN MEMBERSHIP, FROM THE STAFF OF THE COUNTY, OR SOME OTHER 
QUALIFIED, IMPARTIAL, AND DISINTERESTED PERSON TO SERVE AS HEARING 
OFFICER IN DISPUTES REGARDING DELINQUENT SOLID WASTE FEES; AND FOR 
RELATED PURPOSES. 
 S. B. No. 2050:  AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 47-5-1015, MISSISSIPPI CODE 
OF 1972, TO EXTEND THE DATE OF THE REPEALER ON THE INTENSIVE 
SUPERVISION PROGRAM AND ELECTRONIC HOME DETENTION; TO AMEND 
SECTION 47-5-1011, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO MAKE A SPELLING 
CORRECTION; TO BRING FORWARD SECTIONS 47-5-1001 THROUGH 47-5-1009, 
SECTION 47-5-1013 AND SECTION 47-5-1014, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, WHICH 
PROVIDE FOR AN INTENSIVE SUPERVISION PROGRAM AND ELECTRONIC HOME 
DETENTION UNDER THE MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS, FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF POSSIBLE AMENDMENT; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 S. B. No. 2243:  AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 47-5-1211, MISSISSIPPI CODE 
OF 1972, TO PROVIDE THAT THE NEGOTIATED PRIVATE PRISON CONTRACT RATE 
FOR CORRECTIONAL SERVICES SHALL BE BASED UPON INMATE 
CLASSIFICATION AND NOT A FLAT RATE; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 S. B. No. 2412:  AN ACT TO AMEND SECTIONS 83-6-1, 83-6-3, 83-6-5, 83-6-7, 
83-6-21 AND 83-6-29 TO INCLUDE NAIC GROUP CAPITAL CALCULATION AND 
LIQUIDITY STRESS TEST REQUIREMENTS IN THE INSURANCE HOLDING 
COMPANY ACT; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 David Jordan, Chairman 
 

__________ 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON RULES 
 

 Mr. President:  The above-named committee has had under consideration the 
following measures and reports same back with the following recommendations: 
 
 S. R. No. 57:  Salute Mississippi Poll Workers who have served over 50 
consecutive years as the "Frontline of Democracy."  Title Sufficient.  Do Be Adopted. 
 
 S. R. No. 58:  Commend Mississippi Loggers Association "2024 National 
Champion Volunteer of the Year" Roy Holder.  Title Sufficient.  Do Be Adopted. 
 
 S. R. No. 59:  Commend Kirk Academy Girls and Boys Cross-Country Teams for 
historic sweep of 4A State Championships.  Title Sufficient.  Do Be Adopted. 
 
 S. R. No. 60:  Extend congratulations of Mississippi Senate to Philadelphia Eagles 
Running Back Kenneth Gainwell for Super Bowl Championship.  Title Sufficient.  Do Be 
Adopted. 
 
 S. R. No. 61:  Commend West Jones High School Seastangs Swim Team for 
second consecutive State Championship.  Title Sufficient.  Do Be Adopted. 
 
 S. R. No. 62:  Extend congratulations of Mississippi Senate to Philadelphia Eagles 
Cornerback Darius Slay, Jr., for Super Bowl Championship.  Title Sufficient.  Do Be 
Adopted. 
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 S. R. No. 63:  Commend the life of Black Hawk pilot U.S. Army Warrant Officer 
Andrew Loyd Eaves.  Title Sufficient.  Do Be Adopted. 
 
 S. R. No. 64:  Congratulate JSU Dr. Byron D'Andra Orey upon his election as 
President of the Southern Political Science Association (SPSAA).  Title Sufficient.  Do Be 
Adopted. 
 
 S. R. No. 66:  Extend condolences of Senate on the passing of legendary Alcorn 
State University Tennis Coach Anthony Bruce Dodgen.  Title Sufficient.  Do Be Adopted. 
 
 S. R. No. 67:  Commemorate the 150th Anniversary of Mississippi Dental 
Association.  Title Sufficient.  Do Be Adopted. 
 
 S. R. No. 68:  Recognize Senator Angela Turner Ford for COABE 2024 Legislative 
Champion Award.  Title Sufficient.  Do Be Adopted. 
 
 S. R. No. 69:  Commend Shelby McEwen from Abbeville, Mississippi, for epic high 
jump final in the 2024 Summer Olympics.  Title Sufficient.  Do Be Adopted. 
 
 S. R. No. 70:  Commend former Ole Miss Track-and-Field Star Sam Kendricks for 
earning Silver Medal in men's pole vault at 2024 Olympics.  Title Sufficient.  Do Be 
Adopted. 
 
 S. R. No. 71:  Recognize outstanding cultural accomplishments of the Mississippi 
Songwriters Alliance.  Title Sufficient.  Do Be Adopted. 
 
 S. R. No. 72:  Commend Northwest Rankin High School Girls Soccer Team for 
winning consecutive Class 7A State Championships.  Title Sufficient.  Do Be Adopted. 
 
 S. R. No. 73:  Recognize Presbyterian Christian School Blue Blaze Drill Team for 
2025 National Dance Team Championship placement.  Title Sufficient.  Do Be Adopted. 
 
 S. R. No. 74:  Commemorate 50th Anniversary of the State Government Affairs 
Council (SGAC).  Title Sufficient.  Do Be Adopted. 
 
 H. C. R. No. 45:  Gracelynn Batte; commend for representing the United States in 
Taekwondo at UTA Competition.  Title Sufficient.  Do Be Adopted. 
 
 H. C. R. No. 46:  Charlie Kemp; commend distinguished career as a Mississippi 
and American race car driving legend.  Title Sufficient.  Do Be Adopted. 
 
 H. C. R. No. 47:  Purvis High School Volleyball Team; commend and congratulate 
on winning MHSAA Class 4A State Championship.  Title Sufficient.  Do Be Adopted. 
 
 H. C. R. No. 48:  Gold Star Father's Day; observe and recognize November 9, 
2025 as.  Title Sufficient.  Do Be Adopted. 
 
 H. C. R. No. 49:  Verna R. Taylor; commend upon retirement as an assistant 
professor from Jackson State University.  Title Sufficient.  Do Be Adopted. 
 
 H. C. R. No. 50:  Heidelberg Mayor David Taylor II; commend life and legacy upon 
his passing.  Title Sufficient.  Do Be Adopted. 
 
 H. C. R. No. 51:  Northwest Mississippi Community College Dance Team; 
commend upon winning back-to-back national championships in Open Hip-Hop Division.  
Title Sufficient.  Do Be Adopted. 
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 H. C. R. No. 52:  Northwest Mississippi Community College Cheer Team; 
commend upon winning multiple national championships at UCA Nationals.  Title 
Sufficient.  Do Be Adopted. 
 
 H. C. R. No. 53:  Jerry Sims; commend for exceptional success in business and 
outstanding legacy in track and field at Alcorn State University.  Title Sufficient.  Do Be 
Adopted. 
 
 KIRBY, Chairman 
 

__________ 
 
 Senator Hopson called up the following entitled bill: 
 
 H. B. No. 1074: Electronic Government Services Fund and Electronic Government 
Oversight Committee; bring forward sections that created. 
 
 Senator Hopson offered the following COMMITTEE AMENDMENT NO. 1. 
 
 Amend by striking all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 
 
 
 SECTION 1.  Section 25-53-151, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 25-53-151.  (1)  There is established in the State Treasury the "Electronic 
Government Services Fund," into which shall be deposited specific funds appropriated by 
the Legislature for developing and providing electronic government services within the 
State of Mississippi.  Any funds in the Electronic Government Services Fund at the end of 
a fiscal year shall not lapse into the State General Fund, but shall be available for 
expenditure in the subsequent fiscal year.  The funds in the Electronic Government Fund 
shall be available for expenditure pursuant to specific appropriation by the Legislature 
beginning in fiscal year 2002, to the Mississippi Department of Information Technology 
Services. 
 
 (2)  There is hereby established an Electronic Government Oversight Committee 
to oversee the implementation of E-Government and related technology initiatives.  Duties 
of this committee would include:  (a) prioritize and make recommendations for all 
electronic government services, in order to cut across state and local governmental 
organizational structures; (b) address policy issues such as privacy, security, transaction 
fees and accessibility; (c) review ongoing fiscal and operational management and support 
of portal; (d) provide a mechanism for gathering input from citizens, businesses and 
government entities; (e) encourage self-service models for citizens through state websites 
and other electronic services; and (f) promote economic development and efficient 
delivery of government services by encouraging governmental and private sector entities 
to conduct their business and transactions using electronic media.  The Electronic 
Government Oversight Committee shall be composed of the following:  (a) the Executive 
Director of the Mississippi Department of Information Technology Services, or his 
designee;  
 
(b) the State Auditor, or his designee; (c) the State Treasurer, or his designee; (d) the 
Secretary of State, or his designee; (e) the Executive Director of the Department of 
Finance and Administration, or his designee; (f) the Commissioner of Public Safety, or his 
designee; (g) the Commissioner of Revenue, or his designee; (h) the Executive Director 
of the Mississippi Department of Wildlife, Fisheries and Parks or his designee; (i) the 
Executive Director of the Department of Archives and History or his/her designee.  The 
committee shall annually elect one (1) member to serve as chairman and one (1) member 
to serve as vice chairman, who shall act as chairman in the absence of the chairman.  The 
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committee shall meet monthly or upon the call of the chairman, and shall make necessary 
reports and recommendations to the Legislature and the appropriate agencies of state 
government.  All agencies of state government shall cooperate with the committee in 
providing requested information, shall work closely with and provide information to the 
committee and shall report to the committee at its request.  The Mississippi Department 
of Information Technology Services shall provide administrative support for the committee.  
Nonlegislative members of the committee shall serve without compensation. 
 
 (3)  The Electronic Government Oversight Committee shall advise and provide 
direction to the Department of Finance and Administration to develop a procurement portal 
that will enable potential vendors of goods and services to access relevant and necessary 
information related to the sale of the following types of goods and services to the State of 
Mississippi and its agencies: 
 
  (a)  Commodities, as defined by Section 31-7-1; 
 
  (b)  Contract personnel, as defined by Sections 25-9-107 and 25-9-120; and 
 
  (c)  Computer equipment and services, as defined by Section 25-53-3. 
 
 (4)  The procurement portal provided for in subsection (3) must provide potential 
vendors with the following: 
 
  (a)  A searchable database of business procurement opportunities with the 
state which includes a breakdown by product or service and by the organization seeking 
the product or service; 
 
  (b)  Listings of the published date and closing date for each business 
procurement opportunity; 
 
  (c)  A "Frequently Asked Questions" section regarding doing business with 
the respective agencies; 
 
  (d)  A breakdown of "Frequently Asked Questions" regarding the selection 
process with the respective agencies; 
 
  (e)  An open-air forum for questions and answers relating to the procurement 
process, in general, as well as specifically relating to a single contract; and 
 
  (f)  Links to individual agency websites and contacts to enable potential 
vendors to obtain more specific information, if necessary. 
 
 (5)  The procurement portal must be linked to the Transparency Mississippi website 
established in accordance with Sections 27-104-151 through 27-104-163.  The Mississippi 
Department of Information Technology Services shall develop and maintain a link to the 
procurement portal from the state website. 
 
 From and after July 1, 2018, the expenses of this agency shall be defrayed by 
appropriation from the State General Fund.  In addition, in order to receive the maximum 
use and benefit from information technology and services, expenses for the provision of 
statewide shared services that facilitate cost-effective information processing and 
telecommunication solutions shall be defrayed by pass-through funding and shall be 
deposited into the Mississippi Department of Information Technology Services Revolving 
Fund unless otherwise specified by the Legislature.  These funds shall only be utilized to 
pay the actual costs incurred by the Mississippi Department of Information Technology 
Services for providing these shared services to state agencies.  Furthermore, state 
agencies shall work in full cooperation with the Board of the Mississippi Department of 
Information Technology Services (MDITS) to identify computer equipment or services to 
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minimize duplication, reduce costs, and improve the efficiency of providing common 
technology services across agency boundaries. 
 
 SECTION 2.  This act shall take effect and be in force from and after July 1, 2025. 
 
 Further, amend by striking the title in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 
 
 
 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 25-53-151, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO ADD 
ADDITIONAL MEMBERS TO THE THE ELECTRONIC GOVERNMENT OVERSIGHT 
COMMITTEE; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 
 
 
 Committee Amendment No. 1 to H. B. No. 1074 was adopted. 
 
 YEAS AND NAYS On H. B. No. 1074.  On motion of Senator Hopson, the rules 
were suspended, the bill considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and 
nays being taken, it passed as amended, title standing as stated, by the following vote: 
 
 Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan, 
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins, 
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, 
McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Parks, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, 
Seymour, Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, 
Thompson, Turner-Ford, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger.  Total--51. 
 Nays--None. 
 Absent and those not voting----None. 
 Vacancies--1. 

__________ 
 
 Senator Harkins called up the following entitled bill: 
 
 H. B. No. 920: Distinctive motor vehicle license tag; authorize issuance to 
supporters of the Declaration of Independence Center for the Study of American Freedom. 
 
 Senator Harkins offered the following COMMITTEE AMENDMENT NO. 1. 
 
 AMEND on line 126 by inserting the following before the period: 
 
, and shall stand repealed on June 30, 2025 
 
 
 
 Committee Amendment No. 1 to H. B. No. 920 was adopted. 
 
 YEAS AND NAYS On H. B. No. 920.  On motion of Senator Harkins, the rules were 
suspended, the bill considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and nays 
being taken, it passed as amended, title standing as stated, by the following vote: 
 
 Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan, 
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins, 
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, 
McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Parks, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, 
Seymour, Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, 
Thompson, Turner-Ford, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger.  Total--51. 
 Nays--None. 
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 Absent and those not voting----None. 
 Vacancies--1. 

__________ 
 
 Senator Harkins called up the following entitled bill: 
 
 H. B. No. 1196: Local governments and rural water systems improvements 
revolving loan and grant program; authorize Pearl River Valley Water Supply District to 
participate. 
 
 YEAS AND NAYS On H. B. No. 1196.  On motion of Senator Harkins, the rules 
were suspended, the bill considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and 
nays being taken, it passed, title standing as stated, by the following vote: 
 
 Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan, 
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins, 
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, 
McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Parks, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, 
Seymour, Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, 
Thompson, Turner-Ford, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger.  Total--51. 
 Nays--None. 
 Absent and those not voting----None. 
 Vacancies--1. 

__________ 
 
 Senator Kirby called up the following entitled resolution: 
 
 J. R. No. 1: MS House of Representatives; revise composition of Districts 16, 22, 
36, 39 and 41. 
 
 YEAS AND NAYS On J. R. No. 1.  On motion of Senator Kirby, the rules were 
suspended, the resolution considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and 
nays being taken, it was adopted, title standing as stated, by the following vote: 
 
 Yeas--Barnett, Berry, Blackwell, Boyd, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, 
Fillingane, Harkins, Hopson, Johnson, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, Michel, Parker, Parks, 
Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, Seymour, Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thompson, Turner-Ford, Whaley, 
Williams, Younger.  Total--30. 
 Nays--Blackmon, Blount, Butler, Frazier, Hickman, Hill, Jackson, Jordan, 
McLendon, Norwood, Simmons S. (13th), Thomas.  Total--12. 
 Absent and those not voting--Barrett, Bryan, McMahan.  Total--3. 
 Vacancies--1. 
 
 Senator Brumfield, who would have voted nay on J. R. No. 1, announced a pair 
with Senator Carter, who would have voted yea. 
 
 Senator Wiggins, who would have voted yea on J. R. No. 1, announced a pair with 
Senator Simmons D. T. (12th), who would have voted nay. 
 
 Senator England, who would have voted yea on J. R. No. 1, announced a pair with 
Senator Horhn, who would have voted nay. 

__________ 
 
 Senator Fillingane called up the following entitled bill: 
 
 H. B. No. 861: Sexual offense; provide immunity for reporting. 
 
 Senator Hill offered the following COMMITTEE AMENDMENT NO. 1. 
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 Amend by striking all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 
 
 
 SECTION 1.  Section 97-31-55, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 97-31-55.  (1)  The following words shall have the meanings described herein, 
unless the context otherwise indicates: 
 
  (a)  "Person" means a victim of or a witness to a sexual offense. 
 
  (b)  "Sexual offense" means any alleged violation of Section 97-3-65, 
97-3-95, 97-5-23, 97-5-24, 97-5-41, 97-29-3 or 97-29-7, whether or not a civil or criminal 
action arises as a result of the alleged violation. 
 
 ( * * *2)  A peace officer shall not issue a citation, take a person into custody, or 
make an arrest, based solely on the commission of an offense involving alcohol if the 
peace officer, after making a reasonable determination and considering the facts and 
surrounding circumstances, reasonably believes that all of the following apply: 
 
  (a)  The peace officer has contact with the person because the person acting 
in good faith requested: 
 
   (i)  Emergency medical assistance for an individual who reasonably 
appeared to be in need of medical assistance due to alcohol consumption and the person 
did not illegally provide alcohol to the individual * * *; or 
 
   (ii)  Assistance from a medical provider or a law enforcement officer 
for a sexual offense or sought to report a sexual offense; 
 
  (b)  The person: 
 
   (i)  Provided his full name and any other relevant information 
requested by the peace officer; and 
 
   (ii)  For persons under paragraph (a)(i) of this subsection, 
 
    1.  Remained at the scene with the individual who reasonably 
appeared to be in need of medical assistance due to alcohol consumption until emergency 
medical assistance arrived; and 
 
     * * *2.  Cooperated with emergency medical assistance 
personnel and peace officers at the scene; and 
 
  (c)  The evidence for an offense involving alcohol was obtained as a result 
of the individual's actions under subsection (2)(a) of this section. 
 
 ( * * *3)  A person who meets the criteria of subsection ( * * *2) of this section shall 
be immune from criminal prosecution for any offense related solely to the possession and 
consumption of alcohol. 
 
 (4)  A person's pretrial release, probation, supervised release, or parole shall not 
be revoked based on an incident for which the person would be immune from prosecution 
under subsection (3) of this section. 
 
 ( * * *5)  A person shall not initiate or maintain an action against a peace officer or 
the employing state agency or political subdivision based on the officer's compliance or 
failure to comply with this section. 
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 SECTION 2.  Section 41-29-149.1, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as 
follows: 
 
 41-29-149.1.  (1)  This section shall be known as the "Mississippi Medical 
Emergency Good Samaritan * * * and Aid to Sexual Offense Victim Reporting Act." 
 
 (2)  As used in this section, the following words shall have the meanings ascribed: 
 
  (a)  "Drug overdose" means an acute condition, including, but not limited to, 
extreme physical illness, decreased level of consciousness, respiratory depression, 
coma, mania, or death, resulting from the consumption or use of a controlled substance 
or dangerous drug in violation of this chapter or that a layperson would reasonably believe 
to be resulting from the consumption or use of a controlled substance or dangerous drug 
for which medical assistance is required. 
 
  (b)  "Drug violation" means: 
 
   (i)  A violation of Section 41-29-139 for possession of a controlled 
substance if the aggregate weight, including any mixture, is less than four (4) grams of a 
solid substance, less than twenty (20) dosage units, less than one (1) milliliter of liquid 
substance, or, if the substance is placed onto a secondary medium, has a combined 
weight of less than four (4) grams; 
 
   (ii)  A violation of Section 41-29-139 for possession of thirty (30) 
grams or less of marijuana or ten (10) grams or less of synthetic cannabinoids; or 
 
   (iii)  A violation of Section 41-29-139(d)(2) relating to possession and 
use of paraphernalia. 
 
  (c)  "Medical assistance" means aid provided to a person experiencing or 
believed to be experiencing a drug overdose by a health care professional who is licensed, 
registered, or certified under the laws of this state and who, acting within the lawful scope 
of practice, may provide diagnosis, treatment, or emergency services relative to the 
overdose. 
 
  (d)  "Seeks medical assistance" means accesses or assists in accessing the 
E-911 system or otherwise contacts or assists in contacting law enforcement or a poison 
control center or provides care to a person experiencing or believed to be experiencing a 
drug overdose while awaiting the arrival of medical assistance to aid the person. 
 
  (e)  "Sexual offense" means any alleged violation of Section 97-3-65, 
97-3-95, 97-5-23, 97-5-24, 97-5-41, 97-29-3 or 97-29-7, whether or not a civil or criminal 
action arises as a result of the alleged violation. 
 
 (3)  (a)  Any person who in good faith seeks medical assistance for someone who 
is experiencing a drug overdose shall not be arrested, charged, or prosecuted for a drug 
violation if there is evidence that the person is under the influence of a controlled 
substance or in possession of a controlled substance as referenced in subsection (2)(b) 
of this section. 
 
  (b)  Any person who is experiencing a drug overdose and, in good faith, 
seeks medical assistance or is the subject of a request for medical assistance shall not 
be arrested, charged, or prosecuted for a drug violation if there is evidence that the person 
is under the influence of a controlled substance or in possession of a controlled substance 
as referenced in subsection (2)(b) of this section. 
 
  (c)  Any person who in good faith seeks medical assistance for or reports a 
sexual offense shall not be arrested, charged, or prosecuted for a drug violation if there is 



SENATE JOURNAL 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 5, 2025 

 

911 

evidence  that the person is or was under the influence of a controlled substance or in 
possession of a controlled substance as referenced in subsection (2)(b) of this section at 
the time of the sexual offense or the request of assistance for or report of the sexual 
offense. 
 
  ( * * *d)  A person shall also not be subject to, if related to the seeking of 
medical assistance: 
 
   (i)  Penalties for a violation of a permanent or temporary protective 
order or restraining order; 
 
   (ii)  Sanctions for a violation of a condition of pretrial release, condition 
of probation, or condition of parole based on a drug violation; or 
 
   (iii)  Forfeiture of property pursuant to Section 41-29-153 or 
41-29-176 for a drug violation, except that prima facie contraband shall be subject to 
forfeiture. 
 
 (4)  Nothing in this section shall be construed: 
 
  (a)  To limit the admissibility of any evidence in connection with the 
investigation or prosecution of a crime with regard to a defendant who does not qualify for 
the protections of subsection (3) of this section or with regard to other crimes committed 
by a person who otherwise qualifies for protection pursuant to subsection (3) of this 
section;  
 
  (b)  To limit any seizure of evidence or contraband otherwise permitted by 
law; and 
 
  (c)  To limit or abridge the authority of a law enforcement officer to detain or 
take into custody a person in the course of an investigation or to effectuate an arrest for 
any offense except as provided in subsection (3) of this section. 
 
  (d)  To apply to a person alleged to have committed the sexual offense 
reported under subsection (3)(c) of this section. 
 
 SECTION 3.  This act shall take effect and be in force from and after July 1, 2025. 
 
 Further, amend by striking the title in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 
 
 
 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTIONS 97-31-55 AND 41-29-149.1, MISSISSIPPI CODE 
OF 1972, TO PROVIDE IMMUNITY FOR THOSE WHO REPORT SEXUAL ABUSE; AND 
FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 
 
 
 Committee Amendment No. 1 to H. B. No. 861 was adopted. 
 
 YEAS AND NAYS On H. B. No. 861.  On motion of Senator Hill, the rules were 
suspended, the bill considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and nays 
being taken, it passed as amended, title standing as stated, by the following vote: 
 
 Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan, 
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins, 
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, 
McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Parks, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, 
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Seymour, Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, 
Thompson, Turner-Ford, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger.  Total--51. 
 Nays--None. 
 Absent and those not voting----None. 
 Vacancies--1. 

__________ 
 
 Senator Fillingane called up the following entitled bill: 
 
 H. B. No. 1614: Expungement; clarify for pardon and human trafficking 
convictions. 
 
 Senator Sparks offered the following COMMITTEE AMENDMENT NO. 1. 
 
 Amend by striking all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 
 
 
 SECTION 1.  Section 99-19-71, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 99-19-71.  (1)  Any person who has been convicted of a misdemeanor that is not a 
traffic violation, and who is a first offender, may petition the justice, county, circuit or 
municipal court in which the conviction was had for an order to expunge any such 
conviction from all public records. 
 
 (2)  (a)  Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, a person who has been 
convicted of a felony and who has paid all criminal fines and costs of court imposed in the 
sentence of conviction may petition the court in which the conviction was had for an order 
to expunge one (1) conviction from all public records five (5) years after the successful 
completion of all terms and conditions of the sentence for the conviction upon a hearing 
as determined in the discretion of the court; however, a person is not eligible to expunge 
a felony classified as: 
 
   (i)  A crime of violence as provided in Section 97-3-2; 
 
   (ii)  Arson, first degree as provided in Sections 97-17-1 and 97-17-3; 
 
   (iii)  Trafficking in controlled substances as provided in Section 
41-29-139; 
 
   (iv)  A third, fourth or subsequent offense DUI as provided in Section 
63-11-30(2)(c) and (2)(d); 
 
   (v)  Felon in possession of a firearm as provided in Section 97-37-5; 
 
   (vi)  Failure to register as a sex offender as provided in Section 
45-33-33; 
 
   (vii)  Voyeurism as provided in Section 97-29-61; 
 
   (viii)  Witness intimidation as provided in Section 97-9-113; 
 
   (ix)  Abuse, neglect or exploitation of a vulnerable person as provided 
in Section 43-47-19; * * * 
 
   (x)  Embezzlement as provided in Sections 97-11-25 and 
97-23-19 * * *; or 
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   (xi)  Promoting prostitution as provided in Section 97-29-51(2)(a) or 
(c). 
 
 A person is eligible for only one (1) felony expunction under this paragraph.  For 
the purposes of this section, the terms "one (1) conviction" and "one (1) felony expunction" 
mean and include all convictions that arose from a common nucleus of operative facts as 
determined in the discretion of the court.  However, for a person who is a trafficked person 
as defined by Section 97-3-54.4(g), the court may, in its discretion, order the record of 
conviction of a person of any and all crimes of prostitution pursuant to Section 97-29-49, 
in that court expunged. 
 
  (b)  The petitioner shall give ten (10) days' written notice to the district 
attorney before any hearing on the petition.  In all cases, the court wherein the petition is 
filed may grant the petition if the court determines, on the record or in writing, that the 
applicant is rehabilitated from the offense which is the subject of the petition.  In those 
cases where the court denies the petition, the findings of the court in this respect shall be 
identified specifically and not generally. 
 
 (3)  Upon entering an order of expunction under this section, a nonpublic record 
thereof shall be retained by the Mississippi Criminal Information Center solely for the 
purpose of determining whether, in subsequent proceedings, the person is a first offender.  
The order of expunction shall not preclude a district attorney's office from retaining a 
nonpublic record thereof for law enforcement purposes only.  The existence of an order 
of expunction shall not preclude an employer from asking a prospective employee if the 
employee has had an order of expunction entered on his behalf.  The effect of the 
expunction order shall be to restore the person, in the contemplation of the law, to the 
status he occupied before any arrest or indictment for which convicted.  No person as to 
whom an expunction order has been entered shall be held thereafter under any provision 
of law to be guilty of perjury or to have otherwise given a false statement by reason of his 
failure to recite or acknowledge such arrest, indictment or conviction in response to any 
inquiry made of him for any purpose other than the purpose of determining, in any 
subsequent proceedings under this section, whether the person is a first offender.  A 
person as to whom an order has been entered, upon request, shall be required to advise 
the court, in camera, of the previous conviction and expunction in any legal proceeding 
wherein the person has been called as a prospective juror.  The court shall thereafter and 
before the selection of the jury advise the attorneys representing the parties of the 
previous conviction and expunction. 
 
 (4)  Upon petition therefor, a justice, county, circuit or municipal court shall expunge 
the record of any case in which an arrest was made, the person arrested was released 
and the case was dismissed or the charges were dropped or there was no disposition of 
such case, or the person was found not guilty at trial. 
 
 (5)  No public official is eligible for expunction under this section for any conviction 
related to his official duties. 
 
 SECTION 2.  This act shall take effect and be in force from and after July 1, 2025, 
and shall stand repealed on June 30, 2025. 
 
 Further, amend by striking the title in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 
 
 
 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 99-19-71, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO 
ALLOW VICTIMS OF HUMAN TRAFFICKING ONE ADDITIONAL EXPUNGEMENT FOR 
THE CRIME OF PROSTITUTION; TO PROHIBIT THE EXPUNGEMENT OF THE 
FELONY CRIMES OF PROMOTING OR PROCURING PROSTITUTION; AND FOR 
RELATED PURPOSES. 
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 Committee Amendment No. 1 to H. B. No. 1614 was adopted. 
 
 YEAS AND NAYS On H. B. No. 1614.  On motion of Senator Sparks, the rules were 
suspended, the bill considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and nays 
being taken, it passed as amended, title standing as stated, by the following vote: 
 
 Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan, 
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins, 
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, 
McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Parks, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, 
Seymour, Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, 
Thompson, Turner-Ford, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger.  Total--51. 
 Nays--None. 
 Absent and those not voting----None. 
 Vacancies--1. 

__________ 
 
 Senator England called up the following entitled bill: 
 
 H. B. No. 289: Election commissioners; revise terms and election cycles for those 
in Districts Two and Four. 
 
 YEAS AND NAYS On H. B. No. 289.  On motion of Senator England, the rules were 
suspended, the bill considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and nays 
being taken, it passed, title standing as stated, by the following vote: 
 
 Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan, 
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins, 
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, 
McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Parks, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, 
Seymour, Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, 
Thompson, Turner-Ford, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger.  Total--51. 
 Nays--None. 
 Absent and those not voting----None. 
 Vacancies--1. 

__________ 
 
 Senator England called up the following entitled bill: 
 
 H. B. No. 293: Congressional primaries; change time for holding in years without 
presidential election. 
 
 Senator England offered the following COMMITTEE AMENDMENT NO. 1. 
 
 Amend by striking all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 
 
 
 SECTION 1.  Section 23-15-1031, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as 
follows: 
 
 23-15-1031.  Except as provided by Section 23-15-1081, the first primary election 
for Congressmen shall be held on the * * * second Tuesday in * * * March of the years in 
which congressmen are elected, and a second primary, if necessary, shall be held four (4) 
weeks thereafter.  Each year in which a presidential election is held, the congressional 
primary shall be held as provided in Section 23-15-1081.  The election shall be held in all 
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districts of the state on the same day.  Candidates for United States Senator shall be 
nominated at the congressional primary next preceding the general election at which a 
senator is to be elected and in the same manner that congressmen are nominated.  The 
chair and secretary of the state executive committee shall certify the vote for United States 
Senator to the Secretary of State in the same manner that county executive committees 
certify the returns of counties in general state and county primary elections. 
 
 SECTION 2.  Section 23-15-299, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 23-15-299.  (1)  (a)  Assessments made pursuant to subsection (1)(a), (b), (c) and 
(d) of Section 23-15-297 shall be paid by each candidate who seeks a nomination in the 
political party election to the secretary of the state executive committee with which the 
candidate is affiliated by 5:00 p.m. on February 1 of the year in which the primary election 
for the office is held or on the date of the qualifying deadline provided by statute for the 
office, whichever is earlier; however, no such assessments may be paid before January 
1 of the year in which the primary election for the office is held.  If February 1 or the date 
of the qualifying deadline provided by statute for the office occurs on a Saturday, Sunday 
or legal holiday, then the assessments required to be paid by this paragraph (a) shall be 
paid by 5:00 p.m. on the business day immediately following the Saturday, Sunday or 
legal holiday. 
 
  (b)  Assessments made pursuant to subsection (3)(a), (b) and (c) of Section 
23-15-297 shall be paid by each independent candidate or special election candidate to 
the Secretary of State by 5:00 p.m. on February 1 of the year in which the primary election 
for the office is held or on the date of the qualifying deadline provided by statute for the 
office, whichever is earlier; however, no such assessments may be paid before January 
1 of the year in which the primary election for the office is held.  If February 1 or the date 
of the qualifying deadline provided by statute for the office occurs on a Saturday, Sunday 
or legal holiday, then the assessments required to be paid by this paragraph (b) shall be 
paid by 5:00 p.m. on the business day immediately following the Saturday, Sunday or 
legal holiday. 
 
 (2)  (a)  Assessments made pursuant to subsection (1)(e) and (f) of Section 
23-15-297, shall be paid by each candidate who seeks a nomination in the political party 
election to the circuit clerk of that candidate's county of residence by 5:00 p.m. on 
February 1 of the year in which the primary election for the office is held or on the date of 
the qualifying deadline provided by statute for the office, whichever is earlier; however, no 
such assessments may be paid before January 1 of the year in which the election for the 
office is held.  If February 1 or the date of the qualifying deadline provided by statute for 
the office occurs on a Saturday, Sunday or legal holiday, then the assessments required 
to be paid by this paragraph (a) shall be paid by 5:00 p.m. on the business day 
immediately following the Saturday, Sunday or legal holiday.  The circuit clerk shall forward 
the fee and all necessary information to the secretary of the proper county executive 
committee within two (2) business days.  No candidate may attempt to qualify with any 
political party that does not have a duly organized county executive committee, and the 
circuit clerk shall not accept any assessments paid for nonlegislative offices pursuant to 
subsection (1)(e) and (f) of Section 23-15-297 if the circuit clerk does not have contact 
information for the secretary of the county executive committee for that political party.  
 
  (b)  Assessments made pursuant to subsection (3)(d) and (e) of Section 
23-15-297 shall be paid by each independent candidate or special election candidate to 
the circuit clerk of that candidate's county of residence by 5:00 p.m. on February 1 of the 
year in which the primary election for the office is held or on the date of the qualifying 
deadline provided by statute for the office, whichever is earlier; however, no such 
assessments may be paid before January 1 of the year in which the primary election for 
the office is held.  If February 1 or the date of the qualifying deadline provided by statute 
for the office occurs on a Saturday, Sunday or legal holiday, then the assessments 
required to be paid by this paragraph (b) shall be paid by 5:00 p.m. on the business day 
immediately following the Saturday, Sunday or legal holiday.  The circuit clerk shall forward 
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the fee and all necessary information to the secretary of the proper county election 
commission within two (2) business days. 
 
 (3)  (a)  Assessments made pursuant to subsection (1)(g) and (h) of Section 
23-15-297 must be paid by each candidate who seeks a nomination in the political party 
election to the secretary of the state executive committee with which the candidate is 
affiliated by 5:00 p.m. sixty (60) days before the * * * congressional preference 
primary * * *; however, no such assessments may be paid before * * * December 1 of the 
year * * * before the primary election for the office is held.  Assessments made pursuant 
to subsection (1)(g) and (h) of Section 23-15-297, in years when a * * * congressional 
preference primary is not being held, shall be paid by each candidate who seeks a 
nomination in the political party election to the secretary of the state executive committee 
with which the candidate is affiliated by 5:00 p.m. on March 1 of the year in which the 
primary election for the office is held; however, no such assessments may be paid 
before * * * December 1 of the year * * * before the primary election for the office is held.  
If sixty (60) days before the * * * congressional preference primary in years in which a * * * 
congressional preference primary is held, March 1, or the date of the qualifying deadline 
provided by statute for the office occurs on a Saturday, Sunday or legal holiday, then the 
assessments required to be paid by this paragraph (a) shall be paid by 5:00 p.m. on the 
business day immediately following the Saturday, Sunday or legal holiday. 
 
  (b)  Assessments made pursuant to subsection (3)(f) and (g) of Section 
23-15-297 must be paid by each independent candidate or special election candidate to 
the Secretary of State by 5:00 p.m. sixty (60) days before the * * * congressional 
preference primary in years in which a * * * congressional preference primary is held; 
however, no such assessments may be paid before * * * December 1 of the year in which 
the primary election for the office is held.  Assessments made pursuant to subsection (3)(f) 
and (g) of Section 23-15-297, in years when a * * * congressional preference primary is 
not being held, shall be paid by each independent candidate or special election candidate 
to the Secretary of State by 5:00 p.m. on March 1 of the year in which the primary election 
for the office is held; however, no such assessments may be paid before * * * December 
1 of the year * * * before the primary election for the office is held.  If sixty (60) days before 
the * * * congressional preference primary in years in which a * * * congressional 
preference primary is held, March 1, or the date of the qualifying deadline provided by 
statute for the office occurs on a Saturday, Sunday or legal holiday, then the assessments 
required to be paid by this paragraph (b) shall be paid by 5:00 p.m. on the business day 
immediately following the Saturday, Sunday or legal holiday. 
 
 (4)  (a)  The fees paid pursuant to subsections (1), (2) and (3) of this section shall 
be accompanied by a written statement containing the name and address of the 
candidate, the party with which he or she is affiliated, if applicable, the email address of 
the candidate, if any, and the office for which he or she is a candidate. 
 
  (b)  The state executive committee shall transmit to the Secretary of State a 
copy of the written statements accompanying the fees paid pursuant to subsections (1) 
and (2) of this section. All copies must be received by the Office of the Secretary of State 
by not later than 6:00 p.m. on the date of the qualifying deadline; provided, however, the 
failure of the Office of the Secretary of State to receive such copies by 6:00 p.m. on the 
date of the qualifying deadline shall not affect the qualification of a person who pays the 
required fee and files the required statement by 5:00 p.m. on the date of the qualifying 
deadline.  The name of any person who pays the required fee and files the required 
statement after 5:00 p.m. on the date of the qualifying deadline shall not be placed on the 
primary election ballot or the general election ballot. 
 
 (5)  The Secretary of State or the secretary or circuit clerk to whom such payments 
are made shall promptly receipt for same stating the office for which the candidate making 
payment is running and the political party with which he or she is affiliated, if applicable, 
and he or she shall keep an itemized account in detail showing the exact time and date of 
the receipt of each payment received by him or her and, where applicable, the date of the 
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postmark on the envelope containing the fee and from whom, and for what office the party 
paying same is a candidate. 
 
 (6)  The secretaries of the proper executive committee shall hold the funds to be 
finally disposed of by order of their respective executive committees.  The funds may be 
used or disbursed by the executive committee receiving same to pay all necessary 
traveling or other necessary expenses of the members of the executive committee 
incurred in discharging their duties as committee members, and of their secretary and 
may pay the secretary such salary as may be reasonable.  The Secretary of State shall 
deposit any qualifying fees received from candidates into the Elections Support Fund 
established in Section 23-15-5.  
 
 (7)  (a)  Upon receipt of the proper fee and all necessary information, the proper 
executive committee or the Secretary of State, whichever is applicable, shall then 
determine at the time of the qualifying deadline, unless otherwise provided by law, whether 
each candidate is a qualified elector of the state, state district, county or county district 
which they seek to serve, and whether each candidate meets all other qualifications to 
hold the office he or she is seeking or presents absolute proof that he or she will, subject 
to no contingencies, meet all qualifications on or before the date of the general or special 
election at which he or she could be elected to office.  The proper executive committee or 
the Secretary of State, whichever is applicable, shall determine whether the candidate 
has taken the steps necessary to qualify for more than one (1) office at the election.  The 
committee or the Secretary of State, whichever is applicable, shall also determine whether 
any candidate has been convicted (i) of any felony in a court of this state, (ii) on or after 
December 8, 1992, of any offense in another state which is a felony under the laws of this 
state, (iii) of any felony in a federal court on or after December 8, 1992, or (iv) of any 
offense that involved the misuse or abuse of his or her office or money coming into his or 
her hands by virtue of the office.  Excepted from the above are convictions of 
manslaughter and violations of the United States Internal Revenue Code or any violations 
of the tax laws of this state. 
 
  (b)  If the proper executive committee or the Secretary of State, whichever 
is applicable, finds that a candidate either (i) is not a qualified elector, (ii) does not meet 
all qualifications to hold the office he or she seeks and fails to provide absolute proof, 
subject to no contingencies, that he or she will meet the qualifications on or before the 
date of the general or special election at which he or she could be elected, or (iii) has 
been convicted of a felony or other disqualifying offense as described in paragraph (a) of 
this subsection, and not pardoned, then the executive committee shall notify the candidate 
and give the candidate an opportunity to be heard.  The executive committee shall mail 
notice to the candidate at least three (3) business days before the hearing to the address 
provided by the candidate on the qualifying forms, and the committee shall attempt to 
contact the candidate by telephone, email and facsimile if the candidate provided this 
information on the forms.  If the candidate fails to appear at the hearing or to prove that 
he or she meets all qualifications to hold the office subject to no contingencies, then the 
name of that candidate shall not be placed upon the ballot.   
 
  (c)  If the proper executive committee or the Secretary of State, whichever 
is applicable, determines that the candidate has taken the steps necessary to qualify for 
more than one (1) office at the election, the action required by Section 23-15-905, shall 
be taken. 
 
  (d)  Where there is but one (1) candidate for each office contested at the 
primary election, the proper executive committee or the Secretary of State, whichever is 
applicable, when the time has expired within which the names of candidates shall be 
furnished shall declare such candidates the nominees. 
 
 (8)  No candidate may qualify by filing the information required by this section by 
using the internet. 
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 SECTION 3.  Section 23-15-359, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 23-15-359.  (1)  Except as provided in this section, the ballot shall contain the 
names of all party nominees certified by the appropriate executive committee, and 
independent and special election candidates who have timely filed petitions containing 
the required signatures and assessments that must be paid pursuant to Section 
23-15-297, if the candidates and nominees meet all of the qualifications to hold the office 
sought.  A petition requesting that an independent or special election candidate's name 
be placed on the ballot for any office shall be filed as provided for in subsection (3) or (4) 
of this section, as appropriate, and shall be signed by not less than the following number 
of qualified electors: 
 
  (a)  For an office elected by the state at large, not less than one thousand 
(1,000) qualified electors. 
 
  (b)  For an office elected by the qualified electors of a Supreme Court district, 
not less than three hundred (300) qualified electors. 
 
  (c)  For an office elected by the qualified electors of a congressional district, 
not less than two hundred (200) qualified electors. 
 
  (d)  For an office elected by the qualified electors of a circuit or chancery 
court district, not less than one hundred (100) qualified electors. 
 
  (e)  For an office elected by the qualified electors of a senatorial or 
representative district, not less than fifty (50) qualified electors. 
 
  (f)  For an office elected by the qualified electors of a county, not less than 
fifty (50) qualified electors. 
 
  (g)  For an office elected by the qualified electors of a supervisors district, 
not less than fifteen (15) qualified electors. 
 
  (h)  For the Office of President of the United States, a party nominee or 
independent candidate shall pay an assessment in the amount of Two Thousand Five 
Hundred Dollars ($2,500.00). 
 
 (2)  (a)  Unless the petition or fee, whichever is applicable, required above shall be 
filed as provided for in subsection (3), (4) or (5) of this section, as appropriate, the name 
of the person requested to be a candidate, unless nominated by a political party, shall not 
be placed upon the ballot.  The ballot shall contain the names of each candidate for each 
office, and the names shall be listed under the name of the political party that candidate 
represents as provided by law and as certified to the circuit clerk by the state executive 
committee of the political party.  In the event the candidate qualifies as an independent as 
provided in this section, he or she shall be listed on the ballot as an independent 
candidate. 
 
  (b)  The name of an independent or special election candidate who dies 
before the printing of the ballots, shall not be placed on the ballots. 
 
 (3)  Petitions for offices described in paragraphs (a), (b), (c), (d) and (e) of 
subsection (1) of this section shall be filed with the Secretary of State by no later than 5:00 
p.m. on the same date or business day, as applicable, by which candidates are required 
to pay the fee provided for in Section 23-15-297; however, no petition may be filed 
before * * * December 1 of the year * * * before the election for the office is held. 
 
 (4)  Petitions for offices described in paragraphs (f) and (g) of subsection (1) of this 
section shall be filed with the proper circuit clerk by no later than 5:00 p.m. on the same 
date by which candidates are required to pay the fee provided for in Section 23-15-297; 
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however, no petition may be filed before January 1 of the year in which the election for 
the office is held.  The circuit clerk shall notify the county election commissioners of all 
persons who have filed petitions with the clerk.  The notification shall occur within two (2) 
business days and shall contain all necessary information. 
 
 (5)  The assessment for the office described in paragraph (h) of subsection (1) of 
this section shall be paid to the Secretary of State.  The Secretary of State shall deposit 
any qualifying fees received from candidates into the Elections Support Fund established 
in Section 23-15-5. 
 
 (6)  The election commissioners may also have printed upon the ballot any local 
issue election matter that is authorized to be held on the same date as the regular or 
general election pursuant to Section 23-15-375; however, the ballot form of the local issue 
must be filed with the election commissioners by the appropriate governing authority not 
less than sixty (60) days before the date of the election. 
 
 (7)  The provisions of this section shall not apply to municipal elections or to the 
election of the offices of justice of the Supreme Court, judge of the Court of Appeals, circuit 
judge, chancellor, county court judge, justice court judge and family court judge. 
 
 (8)  Nothing in this section shall prohibit special elections to fill vacancies in either 
house of the Legislature from being held as provided in Section 23-15-851.  In all elections 
conducted under the provisions of Section 23-15-851, there shall be printed on the ballot 
the name of any candidate who, not having been nominated by a political party, shall have 
been requested to be a candidate for any office by a petition filed with the Secretary of 
State and signed by not less than fifty (50) qualified electors. 
 
 (9)  (a)  The appropriate election commission shall determine whether each 
candidate is a qualified elector of the state, state district, county or county district they 
seek to serve, and whether each candidate meets all other qualifications to hold the office 
he or she is seeking or presents absolute proof that he or she will, subject to no 
contingencies, meet all qualifications on or before the date of the general or special 
election at which he or she could be elected to office.  The election commission shall 
determine whether the candidate has taken the steps necessary to qualify for more than 
one (1) office at the election.  The election commission also shall determine whether any 
candidate has been convicted (i) of any felony in a court of this state, (ii) on or after 
December 8, 1992, of any offense in another state which is a felony under the laws of this 
state, (iii) of any felony in a federal court on or after December 8, 1992, or (iv) of any 
offense that involved the misuse or abuse of his or her office or money coming into his or 
her hands by virtue of the office.  Excepted from the above are convictions of 
manslaughter and violations of the United States Internal Revenue Code or any violations 
of the tax laws of this state.   
 
  (b)  If the appropriate election commission finds that a candidate either (i) is 
not a qualified elector, (ii) does not meet all qualifications to hold the office he or she seeks 
and fails to provide absolute proof, subject to no contingencies, that he or she will meet 
the qualifications on or before the date of the general or special election at which he or 
she could be elected, or (iii) has been convicted of a felony or other disqualifying offense 
as described in paragraph (a) of this subsection, and not pardoned, then the election 
commission shall notify the candidate and give the candidate an opportunity to be heard.  
The election commission shall mail notice to the candidate at least three (3) business days 
before the hearing to the address provided by the candidate on the qualifying forms, and 
the committee shall attempt to contact the candidate by telephone, email and facsimile if 
the candidate provided this information on the forms.  If the candidate fails to appear at 
the hearing or to prove that he or she meets all qualifications to hold the office subject to 
no contingencies, then the name of such candidate shall not be placed upon the ballot.  If 
the appropriate election commission determines that the candidate has taken the steps 
necessary to qualify for more than one (1) office at the election, the action required by 
Section 23-15-905, shall be taken. 
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 (10)  If after the deadline to qualify as a candidate for an office or after the time for 
holding any party primary for an office, only one (1) person has duly qualified to be a 
candidate for the office in the general election, the name of that person shall be placed on 
the ballot; provided, however, that if not more than one (1) person duly qualified to be a 
candidate for each office on the general election ballot, the election for all offices on the 
ballot shall be dispensed with and the appropriate election commission shall declare each 
candidate elected without opposition if the candidate meets all the qualifications to hold 
the office as determined pursuant to a review by the election commission in accordance 
with the provisions of subsection (9) of this section and if the candidate has filed all 
required campaign finance disclosure reports as required by Section 23-15-807. 
 
 (11)  The petition required by this section may not be filed by using the internet. 
 
 SECTION 4.  Nomination of candidates for the Board of Levee Commissioners of 
the Yazoo-Mississippi Delta Levee District, by any political party, shall be made by 
counties, or parts of a county having a levee commissioner, and the primary elections for 
that purpose shall be held on the second Tuesday in March.  The qualification deadline 
for such election shall be by 5:00 p.m. sixty (60) days before the presidential preference 
primary in years in which a presidential preference primary is held.  In years when a 
presidential preference primary is not being held, the qualification deadline shall be by 
5:00 p.m. on January 15 of the year in which the primary election for the office is held.  If 
sixty (60) days before the presidential preference primary in years in which a presidential 
preference primary is held, January 15, or the date of the qualifying deadline provided by 
statute for the office occurs on a Saturday, Sunday or legal holiday, then the qualifying 
deadline shall be by 5:00 p.m. on the business day immediately following the Saturday, 
Sunday or legal holiday.  The general primary election laws shall apply to and govern the 
nomination of candidates for the board of commissioners for the said levee districts in so 
far as they may be applicable. 
 
 SECTION 5.  Section 8, Chapter 12, Laws of 1928, which provides for the dates of 
the nominations for Yazoo-Mississippi Delta Levee Commissioners, is repealed. 
 
 SECTION 6.  Section 4 of this act shall be codified as a new section in Chapter 15, 
Title 23, Mississippi Code of 1972. 
 
 SECTION 7.  This act shall take effect and be in force from and after July 1, 2025. 
 
 Further, amend by striking the title in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 
 
 
 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 23-15-1031, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO 
REVISE THE TIME FOR HOLDING PRIMARY ELECTIONS FOR CONGRESSMEN IN 
YEARS WITHOUT A PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION FROM THE FIRST TUESDAY IN JUNE 
TO THE SECOND TUESDAY IN MARCH; TO AMEND SECTIONS 23-15-299 AND 
23-15-359, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, BY CHANGING THE QUALIFICATION 
DEADLINE TO DECEMBER 1 OF THE YEAR BEFORE THE PRIMARY 
CONGRESSIONAL ELECTION IS HELD; TO CREATE A NEW SECTION OF LAW THAT 
PROVIDES THE TIMES FOR NOMINATING AND QUALIFYING FOR THE 
YAZOO - MISSISSIPPI DELTA LEVEE DISTRICTS; TO REPEAL SECTION 8, CHAPTER 
12, LAWS OF 1928; WHICH PROVIDES FOR THE DATES OF NOMINATIONS FOR 
YAZOO - MISSISSIPPI DELTA LEVEE COMMISSIONERS; AND FOR RELATED 
PURPOSES. 
 
 
 
 Committee Amendment No. 1 to H. B. No. 293 was adopted. 
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 YEAS AND NAYS On H. B. No. 293.  On motion of Senator England, the rules were 
suspended, the bill considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and nays 
being taken, it passed as amended, title standing as stated, by the following vote: 
 
 Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan, 
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins, 
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, 
McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Parks, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, 
Seymour, Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, 
Thompson, Turner-Ford, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger.  Total--51. 
 Nays--None. 
 Absent and those not voting----None. 
 Vacancies--1. 

__________ 
 
 Senator England called up the following entitled bill: 
 
 H. B. No. 724: Election crime; create for the willful failure to transmit a voter's ballot 
in certain situations. 
 
 Senator England offered the following COMMITTEE AMENDMENT NO. 1. 
 
 Amend by striking all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 
 
 
 SECTION 1.  Section 97-13-13, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 97-13-13.  (1)  If any person shall take or remove any ballot from a voting place 
before the close of the polls, he or she shall, on conviction, be imprisoned in the county 
jail not more than one (1) year, or be fined not more than One Thousand Dollars 
($1,000.00), or both. 
 
 (2)  If any person assisting an elector with voting in accordance with Section 
23-15-907 willfully fails to transmit the ballot that was mailed to the elector with the intent 
of the ballot not being cast and counted in the election, the person shall, upon conviction, 
be guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be imprisoned in the county jail for not more than 
one (1) year, and subject to a fine of not more than One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00). 
 
 SECTION 2.  This act shall take effect and be in force from and after July 1, 2025. 
 
 Further, amend by striking the title in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 
 
 
 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 97-13-13, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO 
CREATE A CRIMINAL PENALTY FOR SOMEONE WHO ASSISTS AN ELECTOR WITH 
CASTING A BALLOT, BUT WILLFULLY FAILS TO TURN IN THE BALLOT WITH THE 
INTENT OF THE BALLOT NOT BEING CAST OR COUNTED IN THE ELECTION; AND 
FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 
 
 
 Committee Amendment No. 1 to H. B. No. 724 was adopted. 
 
 YEAS AND NAYS On H. B. No. 724.  On motion of Senator England, the rules were 
suspended, the bill considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and nays 
being taken, it passed as amended, title standing as stated, by the following vote: 
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 Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan, 
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins, 
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, 
McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Parks, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, 
Seymour, Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, 
Thompson, Turner-Ford, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger.  Total--51. 
 Nays--None. 
 Absent and those not voting----None. 
 Vacancies--1. 

__________ 
 
 Senator Younger called up the following entitled bill: 
 
 H. B. No. 953: Harvest permits; extend repealer on provisions establishing 
maximum weight and approved routes of vehicles. 
 
 Senator Younger offered the following COMMITTEE AMENDMENT NO. 1. 
 
 Amend by striking all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 
 
 
 SECTION 1.  Section 63-5-33, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 63-5-33.  (1)  Subject to the limitations imposed on wheel and axle loads by Section 
63-5-27, and to the further limitations hereinafter specified, the total combined weight 
(vehicles plus load) on any group of axles of a vehicle or a combination of vehicles shall 
not exceed the value given in the following table (Table III) corresponding to the distance 
in feet between the extreme axles of the group, measured longitudinally to the nearest 
foot, on those highways or parts of highways designated by the Mississippi Transportation 
Commission as being capable of carrying the maximum load limits and, in addition thereto, 
such other highways or parts of highways found by the commission to be suitable to carry 
the maximum load limits from an engineering standpoint, and so designated as such by 
order of the commission entered upon its minutes and published once each week for three 
(3) consecutive weeks in a daily newspaper published in this state and having a general 
circulation therein.  The maximum total combined weight carried on any group of two (2) 
or more consecutive axles shall be determined by the formula contained in the Federal 
Weight Law enacted January 4, 1975, as follows:  W=500 (LN/N-1+12N+36) where 
W=maximum weight in pounds carried on any group of two (2) or more axles computed 
to the nearest five hundred (500) pounds, L=distance in feet between the extremes of any 
group of two (2) or more consecutive axles, and N=number of axles in any group under 
consideration. 
 
        TABLE III 
 
 DISTANCE 
 
 IN FEET 
 
 BETWEEN THE 
 
 EXTREMES OF 
 
 ANY GROUP 
 
 OF 2 OR MORE 
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 CONSECUTIVE   MAXIMUM LOAD IN POUNDS CARRIED ON ANY 
 
 AXLES     GROUP OF 2 OR MORE CONSECUTIVE AXLES 
 
    2 axles   3 axles   4 axles   5 axles   6 axles   7 axles 
 
  4    34,000 
 
  5    34,000 
 
  6    34,000         Axle groups in 
 
  7    34,000 
 
  8 and 
 
   less 34,000    34,000    these spacings 
 
  More 
 
  than 
 
  8     38,000    42,000 
 
  9    39,000    42,500 
 
 10    40,000    43,500    impractical 
 
 11      44,000 
 
 12      45,000    50,000 
 
 13      45,500    50,500 
 
 14      46,500    51,500 
 
 15      47,000    52,000 
 
 16      48,000    52,500    58,000 
 
 17      48,500    53,500    58,500 
 
 18      49,500    54,000    59,000 
 
 19      50,000    54,500    60,000 
 
 20      51,000    55,500    60,500    66,000 
 
 21      51,500    56,000    61,000    66,500 
 
 22      52,500    56,500    61,500    67,000 
 
 23      53,000    57,500    62,500    68,000 
 
 24      54,000    58,000    63,000    68,500    74,000 
 
 25      54,500    58,500    63,500    69,000    74,500 
 
 26      55,500    59,500    64,000    69,500    75,000 
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 27      56,000    60,000    65,000    70,000    75,500 
 
 28      57,000    60,500    65,500    71,000    76,500 
 
 29      57,500    61,500    66,000    71,500    77,000 
 
 30      58,500    62,000    66,500    72,000    77,500 
 
 31      59,000    62,500    67,500    72,500    78,000 
 
 32      60,000    63,500    68,000    73,000    78,500 
 
 33        64,000    68,500    74,000    79,000 
 
 34        64,500    69,000    74,500    80,000 
 
 35        65,500    70,000    75,000    80,000 
 
 36        66,000    70,500    75,500    80,000 
 
 37        66,500    71,000    76,000    80,000 
 
 38        67,500    71,500    77,000    80,000 
 
 39        68,000    72,500    77,500    80,000 
 
 40        68,500    73,000    78,000    80,000 
 
 41        69,500    73,500    78,500    80,000 
 
 42        70,000    74,000    79,000    80,000 
 
 43        70,500    75,000    80,000    80,000 
 
 44        71,500    75,500    80,000    80,000 
 
 45        72,000    76,000    80,000    80,000 
 
 46        72,500    76,500    80,000    80,000 
 
 47        73,500    77,500    80,000    80,000 
 
 48        74,000    78,000    80,000    80,000 
 
 49        74,500    78,500    80,000    80,000 
 
 50        75,500    79,000    80,000    80,000 
 
 51        76,000    80,000    80,000    80,000 
 
 52        76,500    80,000    80,000    80,000 
 
 53        77,500    80,000    80,000    80,000 
 
 54        78,000    80,000    80,000    80,000 
 
 55        78,500    80,000    80,000    80,000 
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 56        79,500    80,000    80,000    80,000 
 
 57        80,000    80,000    80,000    80,000 
 
 (2)  Moreover, in addition to the per axle weight limitations specified by Section 
63-5-27, two (2) consecutive sets of tandem axles may carry a gross load of thirty-four 
thousand (34,000) pounds each, providing that the overall distance between the first and 
last axles of such consecutive sets of tandem axles is thirty-six (36) feet or more, except 
that, until September 1, 1989, the axle distance for tank trailers, dump trailers and ocean 
transport container haulers may be thirty (30) feet or more.  Such overall gross weight 
may not exceed eighty thousand (80,000) pounds, except as provided by this section. 
 
 (3)  Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 63-5-27 and/or Section 63-5-29 to 
the contrary, vehicles hauling products in the manner set forth in this subsection, whether 
or not such vehicles are operating with a harvest permit, shall be allowed a gross weight 
of not to exceed forty thousand (40,000) pounds on any tandem.  Vehicles operating 
without a harvest permit shall be allowed a tolerance not to exceed five percent (5%) 
above their authorized gross vehicle weight, tandem or axle weight; except that the 
maximum gross vehicle weight of any such vehicle shall not exceed eighty thousand 
(80,000) pounds plus a tolerance thereon of not more than two percent (2%).  Vehicles 
operating without a harvest permit loading at a point of origin having scales available for 
weighing the vehicle shall not be eligible for any tolerance over the gross weight limit of 
eighty thousand (80,000) pounds.  Vehicles operating with a harvest permit shall be 
allowed a tolerance not to exceed ten percent (10%) above their authorized gross vehicle 
weight, tandem or axle weight, but the maximum gross vehicle weight of any such vehicle 
shall not exceed eighty-eight thousand (88,000) pounds.  However, neither the increased 
weights in this subsection nor any tolerance shall be allowed on federal interstate 
highways or on other highways where a tolerance is specifically prohibited by the 
Transportation Commission, the county board of supervisors or the municipal governing 
authorities as provided for in Section 63-5-27.  The tolerance allowed by this subsection 
shall only apply to the operation of vehicles from the point of loading to the point of 
unloading for processing, and to the operation of vehicles hauling sand, gravel, 
woodchips, wood shavings, sawdust, fill dirt, and agricultural products, and products for 
recycling or materials for the construction or repair of highways.  The range of such 
operation shall not exceed a radius of one hundred (100) miles except where the products 
are being transported for processing within this state. 
 
 (4)  Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 63-5-27 and/or Section 63-5-29 to 
the contrary, vehicles hauling prepackaged products, unloaded at a state port or to be 
loaded at a state port, which are containerized in such a manner as to make subdivision 
thereof impractical shall be allowed a gross weight of not to exceed forty thousand 
(40,000) pounds on any tandem, and a tolerance not to exceed ten percent (10%) above 
their authorized gross weight, tandem or axle weight; except that the maximum weight of 
any vehicle shall not exceed eighty thousand (80,000) pounds plus a tolerance thereon of 
not more than two percent (2%); however, neither the increased weights in this subsection 
nor any tolerance shall be allowed on federal interstate highways or on other highways 
where a tolerance is specifically prohibited by the Transportation Commission, the county 
board of supervisors or the municipal governing authorities as provided for in Section 
63-5-27. 
 
 (5)  (a)  Vehicles for which a harvest permit has been issued pursuant to Section 
27-19-81(4) shall be allowed a gross vehicle weight tolerance of ten percent (10%), not to 
exceed eighty-eight thousand (88,000) pounds.  However, the board of supervisors of any 
county and the governing authorities of any municipality may designate the roads, streets 
and highways under their respective jurisdiction on and along which vehicles for which a 
harvest permit has been issued may travel.  This subsection shall not apply to the federal 
interstate system. 
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  (b)  Any owner or operator who has been issued a harvest permit and who 
wishes to operate a vehicle on the roads, streets or highways under the jurisdiction of a 
county or municipality at a gross vehicle weight greater than the weight allowed by law or 
greater than the maximum weight established for such roads, streets or highways by the 
board of supervisors or municipal governing authorities, shall notify, in writing, the board 
of supervisors or the governing authorities, as the case may be, before operating such 
vehicle on the roads, streets or highways of such county or municipality.  In his notice, the 
permit holder shall identify the routes over which he intends to operate vehicles for which 
the permit has been issued and the dates or time period during which he will be operating 
such vehicles.  The board of supervisors or the governing authorities, as the case may 
be, shall have two (2) working days to respond in writing to the permit holder to notify the 
permit holder of the routes on and along which the permit holder may operate vehicles for 
which a harvest permit has been issued.  Failure of the board of supervisors or the 
governing authorities timely to notify the permit holder and to designate the routes on and 
along which the permit holder may operate shall be considered as authorizing the permit 
holder to operate on any of the roads, streets or highways of the county or municipality in 
accordance with the authority granted to the permit holder by the harvest permit. 
 
  (c)  Any time a timber deed is filed with the chancery clerk, the grantee, at 
that time, may make a written request of the board of supervisors of the county or the 
governing authorities of the municipality, as the case may be, for the purpose of providing 
to the grantee, within three (3) working days of the filing of the request, a designated and 
approved route over the roads, streets or highways under the jurisdiction of the county or 
city, as the case may be, that the grantee may travel for the purpose of transporting 
harvested timber.  Upon providing such route designation, the county or city, as the case 
may be, shall also provide to the grantee a map designating the approved route.  An 
approved route designation provided to a grantee under the provisions of this paragraph 
shall be valid for a period of six (6) months from its date of issue.  The permit authorized 
to be issued under paragraph (b) of this subsection shall not be required for any person 
who obtains a permit issued under this paragraph. 
 
 * * * 
 
 (6)  Nothing in this section or subsections (1) through (4) of Section 63-5-27 shall 
be construed to deny the operation of any vehicle or combination of vehicles that could 
be lawfully operated upon the interstate highway system of this state on January 4, 1975. 
 
 (7)  (a)  Notwithstanding any provisions of Section 63-5-27 to the contrary, a vehicle 
that is operated by an engine fueled primarily by compressed or liquefied natural gas may 
exceed the gross vehicle weight limits by an amount, not to exceed a maximum of two 
thousand (2,000) pounds, that is equal to the difference between the weight of the vehicle 
attributable to the natural gas tank and fueling system carried by the vehicle and the 
weight of a comparable diesel tank and fueling system. 
 
  (b)  The weight exception provided in this subsection shall apply to all 
interstate highways per the exemption expressly permitted by 23 USC Section 127. 
 
 SECTION 2.  This act shall take effect and be in force from and after July 1, 2025. 
 
 Further, amend by striking the title in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 
 
 
 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 63-5-33, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO 
DELETE THE REPEALER ON THE PROVISIONS OF LAW THAT PROVIDE FOR THE 
MAXIMUM WEIGHT OF HARVEST PERMIT VEHICLES AND REQUIRE CERTAIN 
HARVEST PERMIT HOLDERS TO GET PRIOR APPROVAL FOR THEIR ROUTES; AND 
FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
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 Committee Amendment No. 1 to H. B. No. 953 was adopted. 
 
 YEAS AND NAYS On H. B. No. 953.  On motion of Senator Younger, the rules were 
suspended, the bill considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and nays 
being taken, it passed as amended, title standing as stated, by the following vote: 
 
 Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan, 
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins, 
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, 
McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Parks, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, 
Seymour, Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, 
Thompson, Turner-Ford, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger.  Total--51. 
 Nays--None. 
 Absent and those not voting----None. 
 Vacancies--1. 

__________ 
 
 Senator Barnett called up the following entitled bill: 
 
 H. B. No. 1474: Department of Health; require to conduct a review of quality of 
medical care provided to inmates of Department of Corrections. 
 
 Senator Barnett offered the following COMMITTEE AMENDMENT NO. 1. 
 
 Amend by striking all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 
 
 
 SECTION 1.  Section 47-5-94, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 47-5-94.  The Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real Property Management of the 
Department of Finance and Administration and the State Board of Health are hereby 
authorized and directed, upon the passage of this section, to institute permanent annual 
structural and environmental inspections of institutional housing and service facilities at 
the State Penitentiary, such inspections to include, but not be limited to, structural 
soundness, repairs and maintenance of buildings; food service; fire and safety hazards; 
fresh water supply; wastewater system; sewage collection and treatment; solid waste 
collection, storage and disposal; rodent and pest control and general institutional 
housekeeping.  Beginning July 1, 2025, the Mississippi State Department of Health shall 
conduct an annual structural and environmental inspection of the infirmary at the State 
Penitentiary at Parchman and make a report thereon as required in this section. 
 
 All other state agencies, authorities, boards, commissions and departments are 
hereby directed, upon the request of the Commissioner of Corrections, the Bureau of 
Building, Grounds and Real Property Management of the Department of Finance and 
Administration or the State Board of Health, to assist in such inspections with the fullest 
degree of reasonable cooperation. 
 
 Within thirty (30) days of the completion of the inspections provided for herein, the 
participants shall compile a written report of their findings which shall be submitted to the 
Governor, the Commissioner of Corrections and the Warden or Superintendent of the 
State Penitentiary at Parchman. 
 
 SECTION 2.  This act shall take effect and be in force from and after July 1, 2025. 
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 Further, amend by striking the title in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 
 
 
 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 47-5-94, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO 
AUTHORIZE AND DIRECT THE MISSISSIPPI STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH TO 
PERFORM AN ANNUAL INSPECTION OF THE INFIRMARY AT THE STATE 
PENITENTIARY AT PARCHMAN; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 
 
 
 Committee Amendment No. 1 to H. B. No. 1474 was adopted. 
 
 YEAS AND NAYS On H. B. No. 1474.  On motion of Senator Barnett, the rules 
were suspended, the bill considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and 
nays being taken, it passed as amended, title standing as stated, by the following vote: 
 
 Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan, 
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins, 
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, 
McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Parks, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, 
Seymour, Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, 
Thompson, Turner-Ford, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger.  Total--51. 
 Nays--None. 
 Absent and those not voting----None. 
 Vacancies--1. 

__________ 
 
 Senators England, Wiggins, Seymour and Tate moved that when the Senate 
adjourns, it adjourn in memory of Scott Stradtner of Lucedale, MS. 

__________ 
 
 Senators Frazier, Blount, Horhn and Norwood moved that when the Senate 
adjourns, it adjourn in memory of Harry T. Moore and Gloria Jean Gatlin of Jackson, MS. 

__________ 
 
 Senators Whaley and Chism moved that when the Senate adjourns, it adjourn in 
memory of Terry Dykes of Pinedale, MS. 

__________ 
 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 
 
 Mr. President:  I am directed by the House of Representatives to inform the Senate 
that the House has PASSED AND TRANSMITS herewith the following: 
 
 S. C. R. No. 505:  Thanking Emily Wagster Pettus for her 30-year career as Capitol 
Correspondent with The Associated Press. 
 
 S. C. R. No. 507:  Congratulate Jackson State University Tigers Football Team and 
Coach TC Taylor for first Celebration Bowl Championship. 
 
 S. C. R. No. 510:  Extend sincerest sympathy of Mississippi Senate to surviving 
family of first-year Representative Andy Stepp. 
 
 S. C. R. No. 514:  Commend the life and mourn the passing of Mississippi native 
James Earl Jones. 
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 S. C. R. No. 524:  Extending the sincerest sympathy of the Legislature on the 
passing of former U.S. President James Earl "Jimmy" Carter, Jr. 
 
 S. C. R. No. 526:  Recognize legislative members of Kappa Alpha Psi and 
designate February 11, 2025, as "Kappa Day at the State Kapitol." 
 
 S. C. R. No. 527:  Recognize Trudy Moody for 2025 TIME Automobile Dealer of 
the Year Award. 
 
 S. C. R. No. 528:  Remembering the influential life and career of Mississippi 
political pioneer Clarke Reed and extending condolences on his passing. 
 
 S. C. R. No. 529:  Congratulate Ole Miss 2024 Football Team for winning Gator 
Bowl and for back-to-back 10-win seasons. 
 
 S. C. R. No. 530:  Recognize public service and historic preservation 
accomplishments of Raymond Mayor Isla Tullos. 
 
 S. C. R. No. 532:  Extend sympathy to surviving family of National Republican 
Committee Woman Jeanne Luckey. 
 
 Andrew Ketchings, Clerk of the House of Representatives 
 

__________ 
 
FIRST READING OF HOUSE BILLS AND CONCURRENT RESOLUTIONS RECEIVED 

FROM THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 
 
 Mr. President:  I am directed by the House of Representatives to inform the Senate 
that the House has PASSED AND TRANSMITS herewith the following: 
 
 H. C. R. No. 55:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION COMMENDING AND 
CONGRATULATING THE NORTHWEST MISSISSIPPI COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
RANGERS FOOTBALL TEAM AND HEAD COACH BENJY PARKER ON THEIR 
SUCCESSFUL 2024 SEASON AND VICTORY IN THE MISSISSIPPI ASSOCIATION OF 
COMMUNITY COLLEGES CONFERENCE (MACCC) CHAMPIONSHIP. 
 
 H. C. R. No. 56:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION COMMENDING AND 
CONGRATULATING THE 2024-2025 NORTHWEST MISSISSIPPI COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE WOMEN'S SOCCER TEAM ON AN OUTSTANDING SEASON. 
 
 H. C. R. No. 57:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION COMMENDING AND 
CONGRATULATING THE NORTHWEST MISSISSIPPI COMMUNITY COLLEGE LADY 
RANGERS VOLLEYBALL TEAM UPON CAPTURING THE MISSISSIPPI ASSOCIATION 
OF COMMUNITY COLLEGES CONFERENCE CHAMPIONSHIP AND UPON A 
REMARKABLE 2024 SEASON. 
 
 H. C. R. No. 58:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION COMMEMORATING THE 
75TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE SPORT FISH RESTORATION PROGRAM AS PART OF 
THE AMERICAN SYSTEM OF CONSERVATION FUNDING. 
 
 Andrew Ketchings, Clerk of the House of Representatives 
 

__________ 
 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 
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 Mr. President:  I am directed by the House of Representatives to inform the Senate 
that the House has PASSED AND TRANSMITS herewith the following: 
 
 S. B. No. 2297:  Concurrent jurisdiction; provide for between federal and state 
governments over certain lands. 
 
 S. B. No. 2303:  Building at 152 Watford Parkway, Canton; transfer to Mississippi 
Department of Public Safety. 
 
 Andrew Ketchings, Clerk of the House of Representatives 
 

__________ 
 
 Senator Blackwell moved that the Senate stand in recess until 5:00 PM, at which 
time the Senate would then adjourn until 10:00 AM, Thursday, March 6, 2025. 
 
 The motion prevailed, and at 11:19 AM, the Senate stood in recess. 
 

__________ 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 
 

 Mr. President:  The Committee on Enrolled Bills has found correctly enrolled the 
following entitled measure and now presents it for your signature: 
 
 S. B. No. 2401:  AN ACT TO CREATE A STUDY COMMITTEE ON THE MATTER 
OF CERTIFICATION OF HEALTH BENEFIT PLANS AND HEALTH INSURANCE 
ISSUERS THAT PROVIDE FOR THE FINANCING AND DELIVERY OF HEALTH CARE 
SERVICES TO ENROLLEES; TO PROVIDE FOR THE COMPOSITION OF THE 
COMMITTEE AND REPORTING; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 David Jordan, Chairman 
 

__________ 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 
 

 Mr. President:  The Committee on Enrolled Bills has found correctly enrolled the 
following entitled measure and now presents it for your signature: 
 
 S. B. No. 2434:  AN ACT TO AUTHORIZE COUNTIES AND MUNICIPALITIES TO 
ENTER INTO INTERGOVERNMENTAL SUPPORT AGREEMENTS WITH MILITARY 
BRANCHES; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 David Jordan, Chairman 
 

__________ 
 
 Pursuant to adjournment motion previously adopted, the Senate stood adjourned 
at 5:00 PM in memory of Scott Stradtner, Harry T. Moore, Gloria Jean Gatlin and Terry 
Dykes. 
 
 Amanda Frusha White, Secretary of the Senate 
 

__________ 
 

INTRODUCTIONS FOR WEDNESDAY, MARCH 5, 2025 
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 S. R. No. 75: Rules 
 A RESOLUTION COMMENDING AND CONGRATULATING THE BRANDON 
BULLDOG CHEERLEADING TEAM AND HEAD COACH AMBER KING FOR MAKING 
HISTORY WITH THEIR SIXTH GRAND NCA NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP. 
 By Senator(s) Harkins, Kirby, Frazier 
 
 
 S. R. No. 76: Rules 
 A RESOLUTION COMMENDING AND CONGRATULATING THE BAY SPRINGS 
HIGH SCHOOL BULLDOGS BOYS BASKETBALL TEAM AND FIRST-YEAR HEAD 
COACH STAN JONES FOR WINNING THE 2025 MHSAA CLASS 2A CHAMPIONSHIP. 
 By Senator(s) Barnett 
 
 S. R. No. 77: Rules 
 A RESOLUTION COMMENDING AND CONGRATULATING THE CANTON HIGH 
SCHOOL TIGERS BOYS BASKETBALL TEAM AND HEAD COACH BJ TOWNSEND 
FOR WINNING BACK-TO-BACK MHSAA CLASS 5A STATE CHAMPIONSHIPS. 
 By Senator(s) Blackmon, Thomas, Frazier 
 
 S. R. No. 78: Rules 
 A RESOLUTION COMMENDING AND CONGRATULATING THE CALLAWAY 
HIGH SCHOOL LADY CHARGERS GIRLS BASKETBALL TEAM AND COACHES ASHLI 
SUTTON AND DEYANO MARTIN FOR WINNING THEIR FIRST 2025 MHSAA CLASS 
6A GIRLS BASKETBALL CHAMPIONSHIP. 
 By Senator(s) Horhn, Frazier, Blount, Norwood, Blackmon 

__________ 
 
 
 
 

FIFTY-NINTH DAY, THURSDAY, MARCH 6, 2025 
 

The Senate met at 10:00 AM pursuant to adjournment, President Hosemann presiding. 
 
 The roll being called the following Senators answered to their names: 
 
 Present--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, 
Bryan, Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, 
Harkins, Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, 
McCaughn, McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, 
Seymour, Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, 
Thompson, Turner-Ford, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger.  Total--50. 
 Absent--Parks.  Total--1. 
 Vacancies--1. 
 
 
 
 The Secretary announced a quorum present. 

__________ 
 
 Leave of absence was granted to Senator Parks. 

__________ 
 
 The invocation was delivered by Reverend Fred Britton, Retired District 
Superintendent of District 4 in the MS Conference of the United Methodist Church 
(formerly the East and West Jackson Districts). 
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__________ 
 
 Senator Robinson led the Senate in the recitation of the oath of allegiance to the 
flag of the United States of America. 

__________ 
 
 On motion of Senator Blackwell, the reading of the journal of the previous day was 
dispensed with, and the same stood approved. 

__________ 
 

INTRODUCTION OF SENATE BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS: 
 The measures introduced were read under a suspension of the rules, referred to 
committees, and are listed after adjournment on this date. 

__________ 
 

REFERENCE TO COMMITTEES OF HOUSE BILLS AND CONCURRENT 
RESOLUTIONS RECEIVED FROM THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

 
 H. C. R. No. 55:  Northwest Mississippi Community College Rangers Football 
Team; commend on winning MACCC Championship and successful season.  Rules. 
 
 H. C. R. No. 56:  Northwest Mississippi Community College Women's Soccer 
Team; commend on outstanding season.  Rules. 
 
 H. C. R. No. 57:  Northwest Mississippi Community College Lady Rangers 
Volleyball Team; commend upon capturing the MACCC Championship.  Rules. 
 
 H. C. R. No. 58:  Sport Fish Restoration Program; commend upon 75th 
anniversary of.  Rules. 
 

__________ 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 
 

 Mr. President:  The Committee on Enrolled Bills has found correctly enrolled the 
following entitled measures and now presents them for your signature: 
 
 S. B. No. 2049:  AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 47-5-731, MISSISSIPPI CODE 
OF 1972, TO EXTEND THE DATE OF THE REPEALER ON THE PRISON 
OVERCROWDING EMERGENCY POWERS ACT; TO BRING FORWARD SECTIONS 
47-5-701 THROUGH 47-5-729, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, WHICH CONSTITUTE 
THE PRISON OVERCROWDING EMERGENCY POWERS ACT, FOR THE PURPOSE 
OF POSSIBLE AMENDMENT; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 S. B. No. 2247:  AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 29-3-63, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 
1972, TO AUTHORIZE A LOCAL SCHOOL BOARD OF A CERTAIN SCHOOL DISTRICT 
TO EXTEND THE LONG-TERM LEASE OF A HOLDER OF 16TH SECTION LAND, 
WHICH IS FREE OF ANY OUTSTANDING FINANCIAL OBLIGATION WITH LESS THAN 
30 YEARS REMAINING ON THE ORIGINAL TERM, FOR AN ADDITIONAL PERIOD NOT 
TO EXCEED 25 YEARS UPON TERMS AND CONDITIONS ACCEPTABLE TO THE 
BOARD; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 S. B. No. 2360:  AN ACT TO REQUIRE IMMEDIATE NOTIFICATION OF AN 
ESCAPE BE GIVEN TO THE MISSISSIPPI BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION AND LOCAL 
LAW ENFORCEMENT; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 S. B. No. 2562:  AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 25-7-13, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 
1972, TO INCREASE THE CIRCUIT CLERK'S FEE TO $85.00 FOR EACH DAY'S 
ATTENDANCE OF CLERK AND DEPUTIES UPON THE CIRCUIT COURT'S TERM; AND 
FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
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 S. B. No. 3019:  AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION OF SPECIAL FUNDS TO 
DEFRAY THE EXPENSES OF THE STATE BOARD OF ARCHITECTURE AND 
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE ADVISORY COMMITTEE FOR FISCAL YEAR 2026. 
 S. B. No. 3022:  AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION OF SPECIAL FUNDS 
FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING THE EXPENSES OF THE MISSISSIPPI STATE 
BOARD OF MASSAGE THERAPY, FOR FISCAL YEAR 2026. 
 S. B. No. 3023:  AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION FROM SPECIAL FUNDS 
IN THE STATE TREASURY TO DEFRAY THE EXPENSES OF THE MISSISSIPPI 
MOTOR VEHICLE COMMISSION FOR FISCAL YEAR 2026. 
 S. B. No. 3028:  AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE MISSISSIPPI 
STATE BOARD OF CHIROPRACTIC EXAMINERS FOR FISCAL YEAR 2026. 
 David Jordan, Chairman 
 

__________ 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 
 

 Mr. President:  The Committee on Enrolled Bills has found correctly enrolled the 
following entitled measure and now presents it for your signature: 
 
 H. B. No. 1211:  AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 21-13-3, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 
1972, TO REMOVE THE REQUIREMENT THAT BEFORE A MUNICIPAL ORDINANCE 
THAT GRANTS UTILITY FRANCHISES OR THE RIGHT TO USE CERTAIN STREETS,  
SUCH ORDINANCE MUST BE APPROVED BY A MAJORITY OF QUALIFIED 
ELECTORS IN THE MUNICIPALITY AND TO REMOVE THE REQUIREMENT THAT THE 
ORDINANCE BE READ, UNDER CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES, BY THE MUNICIPAL 
CLERK BEFORE THE ORDINANCE IS PASSED BY THE GOVERNING AUTHORITIES; 
AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 David Jordan, Chairman 
 

__________ 
 
 Senator Hopson called up the following entitled bill: 
 
 H. B. No. 623: Indigent counsel; increase compensation for. 
 
 Senator Hopson offered the following COMMITTEE AMENDMENT NO. 1. 
 
 Amend by striking all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 
 
 
 SECTION 1.  Section 99-15-17, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 99-15-17.  (1)  The compensation for counsel for indigents appointed as provided 
in Section 99-15-15, shall be approved and allowed by the appropriate judge and in any 
one (1) case may not exceed * * * Three Thousand Dollars ($3,000.00) for representation 
in circuit court whether on appeal or originating in said court.  Provided, however, if said 
case is not appealed to or does not originate in a court of record, the maximum 
compensation shall not exceed * * * Six Hundred Dollars ($600.00) for any one (1) case, 
the amount of such compensation to be approved by a judge of the chancery court, county 
court or circuit court in the county where the case arises.  Provided, however, in a capital 
case two (2) attorneys may be appointed, and the compensation may not exceed * * * Six 
Thousand Dollars ($6,000.00) per case.  If the case is appealed to the State Supreme 
Court by counsel appointed by the judge, the allowable fee for services on appeal shall 
not exceed * * * Three Thousand Dollars ($3,000.00) per case.  In addition, the judge shall 
allow reimbursement of actual expenses.  The attorney or attorneys so appointed shall 
itemize the time spent in defending said indigents together with an itemized statement of 
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expenses of such defense, and shall present same to the appropriate judge.  The fees 
and expenses as allowed by the appropriate judge shall be paid by the county treasurer 
out of the general fund of the county in which the prosecution was commenced. 
 
 (2)  The provisions of this section shall stand repealed on July 1, 2028. 
 
 SECTION 2.  This act shall take effect and be in force from and after July 1, 2025. 
 
 Further, amend by striking the title in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 
 
 
 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 99-15-17, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO 
INCREASE COMPENSATION FOR COUNSEL APPOINTED TO INDIGENTS; AND FOR 
RELATED PURPOSES. 
 
 
 
 Committee Amendment No. 1 to H. B. No. 623 was adopted. 
 
 
 YEAS AND NAYS On H. B. No. 623.  On motion of Senator Hopson, the rules were 
suspended, the bill considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and nays 
being taken, it passed as amended, title standing as stated, by the following vote: 
 
 Yeas--Barnett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Bryan, Butler, Carter, 
Chassaniol, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins, Hickman, Hopson, Horhn, 
Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, McLendon, McMahan, Michel, 
Norwood, Parker, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, Simmons S. (13th), Tate, Thomas, Turner-
Ford, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger.  Total--40. 
 Nays--None. 
 Absent and those not voting--Parks.  Total--1. 
 Voting Present--Barrett, Brumfield, Chism, DeBar, Hill, Seymour, Simmons D. T. 
(12th), Sparks, Suber, Thompson.  Total--10. 
 Vacancies--1. 
 

__________ 
 
 Senator Hopson called up the following entitled bill: 
 
 H. B. No. 918: MS Community Heritage Preservation Grant Fund; transfer 
administration from DFA to Archives and History. 
 
 YEAS AND NAYS On H. B. No. 918.  On motion of Senator Hopson, the rules were 
suspended, the bill considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and nays 
being taken, it passed, title standing as stated, by the following vote: 
 
 Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan, Butler, 
Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins, 
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, 
McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, Seymour, 
Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, Thompson, 
Turner-Ford, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger.  Total--49. 
 Nays--None. 
 Absent and those not voting--Parks.  Total--1. 
 Voting Present--Blount.  Total--1. 
 Vacancies--1. 

__________ 
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 Senator Harkins called up the following entitled bill: 
 
 H. B. No. 916: Cigarettes and vape products; require Commissioner of Revenue 
to establish separate directories to regulate sale of. 
 
 Senator Harkins offered the following COMMITTEE AMENDMENT NO. 1. 
 
 Amend by striking all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 
 
 
 SECTION 1.  As used in Sections 1 through 9 of this act, the following words and 
phrases have the meanings ascribed in this section unless the context clearly requires 
otherwise: 
 
  (a)  "Brand family" means all styles of cigarettes sold under the same 
trademark and differentiated from one another by means of additional modifiers or 
descriptors, including, but not limited to, "menthol," "lights," "kings" and "100s," and 
includes any brand name (alone or in conjunction with any other word), trademark, logo, 
symbol, motto, selling message, recognizable pattern of colors or any other indicia of 
product identification identical or similar to, or identifiable with, a previously known brand 
of cigarettes. 
 
  (b)  "Cigarette" means a product that contains nicotine, is intended to be 
burned or heated under ordinary conditions of use, and consists of or contains any of the 
following: 
 
   (i)  Any roll of tobacco wrapped in paper or in any substance not 
containing tobacco; 
 
   (ii)  Tobacco, in any form, that is functional in the product, which, 
because of its appearance, the type of tobacco used in the filler, or its packaging and 
labeling, is likely to be offered to, or purchased by, consumers as a cigarette; or 
 
   (iii)  Any roll of tobacco wrapped in any substance containing tobacco 
which, because of its appearance, the type of tobacco used in the filler, or its packaging 
and labeling, is likely to be offered to, or purchased by, consumers as a cigarette. 
 
 The term "cigarette" includes roll-your-own tobacco, meaning tobacco which, 
because of its appearance, type, packaging or labeling, is suitable for use and likely to be 
offered to, or purchased by, consumers as tobacco for making cigarettes.  For purposes 
of this definition of the term "cigarette," nine one-hundredths (0.09) ounces of 
roll-your-own tobacco constitute one (1) individual cigarette. 
 
  (c)  "Cigarette manufacturer" or "manufacturer" means an entity that does 
any of the following: 
 
   (i)  Manufactures cigarettes anywhere that the manufacturer intends 
to be sold in the United States, including cigarettes intended to be sold in the United States 
through an importer; 
 
   (ii)  Is the first purchaser anywhere, for resale in the United States, of 
cigarettes manufactured anywhere that the manufacturer does not intend to be sold in the 
United States; or 
 
   (iii)  Becomes a successor of an entity described in subparagraph (i) 
or (ii). 
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  (d)  "Commissioner" means the Commissioner of Revenue of the 
Department of Revenue. 
 
  (e)  "Department" means the Department of Revenue. 
 
  (f)  "Directory" means the state cigarette directory created and maintained 
by the commissioner under Section 3 of this act. 
 
  (g)  "Distributor" means a person, other than a retailer, who manufactures or 
produces cigarettes, or who ships, transports or imports cigarettes into this state, or who 
in any manner acquires or possesses cigarettes and makes a first sale of the cigarettes 
in the state. 
 
  (h)  "Importer" means a person, firm, corporation, association or other 
business entity who imports cigarettes from any state or foreign country for distribution, 
sale, use or consumption in the state. 
 
  (i)  "Retailer" means a person, other than a wholesaler, whose business is 
that of selling merchandise at retail and who sells, or offers for sale, cigarettes to a 
consumer in this state. 
 
  (j)  "Wholesaler" means a person, firm, corporation, association or other 
business entity who sells cigarettes to retailers in this state for the purpose of resale. 
 
 SECTION 2.  (1)  Before September 1 of each year, beginning in 2025, each 
cigarette manufacturer whose cigarettes are sold in this state, whether directly or through 
an importer, wholesaler, distributor, retailer or similar intermediary, shall execute and 
deliver a certification to the commissioner, on a form and in a manner prescribed by the 
commissioner, certifying that the manufacturer is in compliance with Sections 1 through 9 
of this act.  Each certification must include the following information: 
 
  (a)  A list of the manufacturer's brand families that are sold in Mississippi, 
which must be updated by executing and delivering to the commissioner a supplemental 
certification no later than thirty (30) days before any addition to or modification of the list 
is to take effect; 
 
  (b)  Verification that the manufacturer possesses all orders required by the 
United States Food and Drug Administration, which must be current, for the manufacture 
and sale of the cigarettes included in the manufacturer's brand families; 
 
  (c)  Verification that the manufacturer is registered to do business in this 
state or has a resident agent for service of process, as required under Section 6 of this 
act; and 
 
  (d)  All other information and materials specifically requested by the 
commissioner in the course of enforcing this section. 
 
 (2)  A cigarette manufacturer that is not listed in the directory maintained by the 
commissioner pursuant to Section 3 of this act must submit an initial certification subject 
to the same requirements and review process required under this section for annual 
certifications. 
 
 (3)  If the certification required under subsection (1) of this section is rejected due 
to incompleteness or incorrectness, the cigarette manufacturer may not submit 
supplemental documentation to try to cure the rejection but must execute and deliver an 
entirely new certification to the commissioner. 
 
 (4)  Each annual certification form must be accompanied by a fee in such amount 
as may be prescribed by the commissioner. 
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 (5)  A manufacturer required to submit a certification form under this section must 
notify the commissioner of any material change to the certification form within thirty (30) 
days of the change.  A material change includes, but is not limited to, any order or action 
by the Food and Drug Administration or any court which affects the ability of the 
manufacturer's cigarettes to be distributed for commercial distribution or sale in the United 
States. 
 
 (6)  A manufacturer that falsely represents any information required by a 
certification form is guilty of a misdemeanor for each false representation. 
 
 SECTION 3.  (1)  Beginning on October 1, 2025, the commissioner shall maintain 
and make publicly available on the department's website a state cigarette directory listing 
all cigarette manufacturers that have provided current and accurate certification forms 
conforming to the requirements of Section 2 of this act and all brand families that are listed 
in each manufacturer's certification.  The commissioner shall update the directory at least 
monthly to ensure accuracy.  The commissioner shall establish a process to provide 
retailers, distributors, wholesalers and importers notice of the initial publication of the 
directory and subsequently, of changes made to the directory in the prior month. 
 
 (2)  Neither a manufacturer nor its brand family may be included or retained in the 
directory if the commissioner determines that: 
 
  (a)  The manufacturer failed to provide a complete and accurate certification 
as required by subsection (1) of this section; 
 
  (b)  The manufacturer submitted a certification that does not comply with the 
requirements of Section 2 of this act; 
 
  (c)  The manufacturer failed to include with its certification the payment 
required by subsection (4) of Section 2; 
 
  (d)  The manufacturer sold cigarettes in Mississippi required to be certified 
under Sections 1 through 9 of this act during a period when either the manufacturer or the 
cigarettes were not certified and listed on the directory; or 
 
  (e)  The information provided by the manufacturer in its certification is 
determined by the commissioner to contain false information or material 
misrepresentations or omissions. 
 
 (3)  The commissioner shall provide a manufacturer notice and an opportunity to 
cure deficiencies before removing a manufacturer or its brand family of cigarettes from 
the directory. 
 
 (4)  The commissioner may not remove a manufacturer or its brand family from the 
directory before the manufacturer has received notice of the intended removal from the 
commissioner setting forth the reasons for the action.  Notice is sufficient and deemed to 
be immediately received by a manufacturer if the notice is sent either electronically or by 
facsimile to an electronic mail address or facsimile number, as the case may be, provided 
by the manufacturer in its most recent certification filed under Section 2 of this act. 
 
 (5)  Upon receipt of the notice required under subsection (4) of this section, the 
manufacturer, no later than fifteen (15) business days from the date of service of the 
notice, must cure the deficiencies or otherwise establish that the manufacturer or its brand 
family should be included in the directory. 
 
 (6)  The commissioner shall update the directory as necessary in order to correct 
mistakes and to add or remove a manufacturer or brand family to keep the directory in 
conformity with the requirements of Sections 1 through 9 of this act. 
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 SECTION 4.  (1)  Except as provided in subsections (2) and (3) of this section, 
beginning October 1, 2025, or on the date that the commissioner first makes the directory 
available for public inspection on the department's website, whichever is later, cigarettes 
not included in the directory may not be sold for retail sale in Mississippi, either directly or 
through an importer, distributor, wholesaler, retailer or similar intermediary. 
 
 (2)  (a)  Each retailer has sixty (60) days from the date that the commissioner first 
makes the directory available for inspection on the department's website to either sell 
cigarettes in the retailer's inventory which are not included in the directory or remove those 
cigarettes from inventory. 
 
  (b)  Upon the expiration of the initial sixty (60) days after the first date the 
directory is available on the department's website, a retailer has thirty (30) days following 
the date of removal of a manufacturer or its brand family from the directory to either sell 
the cigarettes in the retailer's inventory on the date of removal from the directory or remove 
those cigarettes from inventory. 
 
 (3)  (a)  Each importer, distributor or wholesaler has sixty (60) days from the date 
that the commissioner first makes the directory available for inspection on the 
department's website to remove those cigarettes intended for sale in the state from its 
inventory. 
 
  (b)  Upon the expiration of the initial sixty (60) days after the first date the 
directory is available on the department's website, an importer, distributor or wholesaler 
has thirty (30) days following the date of removal of a manufacturer or its brand family 
from the directory to remove those cigarettes intended for sale in the state from its 
inventory. 
 
 (4)  Cigarettes that must be sold or removed from inventory under subsections (2) 
and (3) of this section because those cigarettes are not included in, or are removed from, 
the directory may not be purchased or sold for retail sale in Mississippi, either directly or 
through an importer, distributor, wholesaler, retailer or similar intermediary, and are subject 
to seizure, forfeiture and destruction.  The cost of the seizure, forfeiture and destruction 
must be borne by the person from whom the cigarettes are confiscated.  The 
commissioner may store and dispose of the seized cigarettes as appropriate in 
accordance with applicable federal, state and local laws pertaining to storage and disposal 
of such products. 
 
 (5)  Cigarettes in the possession of a consumer who has made a bona fide 
purchase of the cigarettes subject to being seized under this section may not be seized.   
 
 SECTION 5.  (1)  In addition to the seizure and destruction of cigarettes being made 
available for sale in violation of Section 4 of this act, the following penalties apply: 
 
  (a)  A retailer, distributor, wholesaler or importer who sells or offers for sale 
cigarettes in Mississippi which are not included in the directory is subject to a civil penalty 
in an amount not more than Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) per day for each style of 
cigarette in a brand family which is offered for sale in violation of Sections 1 through 9 of 
this act until the offending product is removed from the market or properly listed on the 
directory. 
 
  (b)  For a second violation, whether involving the same or a different style of 
cigarettes in a brand family, by the same retailer, distributor, wholesaler or importer 
occurring within a period of twelve (12) months, the civil penalty must be an amount not 
less than Seven Hundred Fifty Dollars ($750.00) nor more than One Thousand Dollars 
($1,000.00) per day for each style of cigarette in a brand family which is offered for sale 
in violation of Sections 1 through 9 of this act until the offending product is removed from 
the market or properly listed on the directory. 
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  (c)  For a third violation, whether involving the same or a different style of 
cigarettes in a brand family, by the same retailer, distributor, wholesaler or importer 
occurring within a period of twelve (12) months after the initial violation, the civil penalty 
must be an amount not less than One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) nor more than One 
Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($1,500.00) per day for each style of cigarette in a brand 
family which is offered for sale in violation of Sections 1 through 9 of this act until the 
offending product is removed from the market or properly listed on the directory. 
 
 (2)  A manufacturer whose cigarettes are not listed in the directory and who causes 
the products that are not listed to be sold for retail sale in Mississippi, whether directly or 
through an importer, distributor, wholesaler, retailer or similar intermediary, is subject to a 
civil penalty of Ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000.00) per day for each style of cigarette in a 
brand family which is offered for sale in violation of Sections 1 through 9 of this act until 
the offending product is removed from the market or properly listed on the directory. 
 
 (3)  In an action to enforce Sections 1 through 9 of this act, the state is entitled to 
recover costs, including the costs of investigation, expert witness fees and reasonable 
attorney fees. 
 
 SECTION 6.  (1)  As a condition precedent to having its name or its cigarettes listed 
and retained in the directory maintained by the commissioner pursuant to Section 3 of this 
act, a manufacturer not registered to do business in the state must appoint and continually 
engage, without interruption, a registered agent in Mississippi for service of process on 
whom all process and any action or proceeding arising out of the enforcement of Sections 
1 through 9 of this act may be served.  The manufacturer shall provide to the 
commissioner the name, address and telephone number of its agent for service of process 
and any other information relating to its agent which may be requested by the 
commissioner. 
 
 (2)  As a condition precedent to having its name or its cigarettes listed and retained 
in the directory maintained by the commissioner pursuant to Section 3 of this act, a 
manufacturer located outside of the United States shall cause each of its importers of any 
of its cigarettes to be sold in Mississippi to appoint and continually engage, without 
interruption, the services of an agent in the state in accordance with this section.  All 
obligations of a manufacturer imposed by this section with respect to appointment of its 
agent also apply to importers with respect to appointment of their agents. 
 
 (3)  A manufacturer shall provide written notice to the commissioner no later than 
thirty (30) calendar days before the termination of the authority of an agent appointed 
pursuant to subsection (1) or (2) of this section.  No less than five (5) calendar days before 
the termination of an existing agent appointment, a manufacturer shall provide to the 
commissioner the name, address and telephone number of its newly appointed agent for 
service of process and any other information relating to the new appointment which may 
be requested by the commissioner.  If an agent terminates an agency appointment, the 
manufacturer must notify the commissioner of the termination within five (5) calendar days 
and include proof to the satisfaction of the commissioner of the appointment of a new 
agent. 
 
 SECTION 7.  Each retailer, distributor and wholesaler that sells or distributes 
cigarettes in this state is subject to no less than two (2) unannounced compliance checks 
annually by the department for purposes of enforcing Sections 1 through 9 of this act.  
Unannounced follow-up compliance checks of all noncompliant retailers, distributors and 
wholesalers must be conducted no later than thirty (30) days after a violation of Sections 
1 through 9 of this act.  The department shall publish the results of all compliance checks 
at least annually and make the results available to the public on request. 
 
 SECTION 8.  (1)  The commissioner, acting through the department, may 
promulgate rules and regulations necessary to effectuate the purposes of this act. 
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 (2)  All fees and penalties collected by the commissioner pursuant to Sections 1 
through 9 of this act must be used for the administration and enforcement of Sections 1 
through 9 of this act. 
 
 SECTION 9.  Before January 1, 2026, and annually thereafter, the commissioner 
shall provide a report to the Legislature on the status of the directory, manufacturers and 
cigarettes included in the directory, revenue and expenditures related to administration of 
Sections 1 through 9 of this act, and enforcement activities undertaken pursuant to 
Sections 1 through 9 of this act. 
 
 SECTION 10.  For purposes of this section and Section 14 of this act, the following 
words and phrases shall have the meanings as defined in this section, unless the context 
clearly indicates otherwise: 
 
  (a)  "Commissioner" means the Commissioner of Revenue of the 
Department of Revenue. 
 
  (b)  "Department" means the Department of Revenue. 
 
  (c)  "ENDS product": 
 
   (i)  Means any noncombustible product that employs a heating 
element, power source, electronic circuit, or other electronic, chemical, or mechanical 
means, regardless of shape or size, to produce vapor from nicotine in a solution;  
 
   (ii)  Includes a consumable nicotine liquid solution suitable for use in 
an ENDS product, whether sold with the product or separately; and  
 
   (iii)  Does not include any product regulated as a drug or device under 
Chapter V of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 USC § 351 et seq.). 
 
  (d)  "Timely filed premarket tobacco product application" means an 
application pursuant to 21 USC § 387j for an ENDS product containing nicotine derived 
from tobacco marketed in the United States as of August 8, 2016, that was submitted to 
the United States Food and Drug Administration on or before September 9, 2020, and 
accepted for filing. 
 
  (e)  "FDA" means the United States Food and Drug Administration. 
 
 SECTION 11.  Section 27-69-53, Mississippi Code of 1972, is brought forward as 
follows: 
 
 27-69-53.  Any cigarettes found at any point within this state, in the possession of 
a dealer or any person for a period of time longer than specified by Section 27-69-27 and 
not having affixed to the package, the stamps as required, and any tobacco subject to the 
tax found in the possession of any wholesaler, distributor or dealer required by this chapter 
to obtain a permit, who has not procured a permit, or whose permit has been revoked and 
not reinstated, are hereby declared to be contraband goods, and the same may be seized 
by the commissioner, or his agents, or employees, or by any peace officer of this state, 
when directed by the commissioner so to do, without a warrant, and the said goods shall 
be offered by the commissioner for sale at public auction to the highest bidder after due 
advertisement, but the commissioner before delivering any of said goods so seized shall 
require the purchaser to affix the proper amount of stamps to the cigarettes or pay the 
excise tax on other tobacco as required by this chapter.  The proceeds of sale for any 
goods sold shall be paid to the State Treasurer by the commissioner as are other funds 
collected.  Provided, that the cost of confiscation and sale shall be paid out of the proceeds 
derived from such sale before making remittance to the State Treasurer.  The time limit 
herein specified for affixing said stamps shall not apply to any person who, within said 
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time limits, shall offer for sale, either at wholesale or retail, any cigarettes, and all 
cigarettes when offered for sale either at wholesale or retail without the stamps having 
been first affixed, shall be subject to confiscation. Provided further, that any vehicle, not a 
common carrier, which may be used in transporting for the purpose of sale any unstamped 
cigarettes, shall likewise be subject to confiscation and sale in the same manner as above 
provided. 
 
 The seizure, forfeiture and sale of contraband goods under this section and Section 
27-69-55 is supplemental and in addition to the seizure, forfeiture and sale of contraband 
tobacco provided for in Section 27-69-56.  Where a basis exists under both this section 
and Section 27-69-55 and under Section 27-69-56 for the seizure, forfeiture and sale of 
the same contraband goods, such actions can proceed simultaneously.  Where such 
simultaneous seizure, forfeiture and sale is undertaken and there is a conflict between the 
procedures contained in this section and Section 27-69-55 and those contained in Section 
27-69-56, the procedures contained in Section 27-69-56 shall control and be followed. 
 
 SECTION 12.  Section 27-69-55, Mississippi Code of 1972, is brought forward as 
follows: 
 
 27-69-55.  In all cases of seizures of any tobacco, or other property hereafter made 
as being subject to forfeiture under the provisions of this chapter, which in the opinion of 
the officer or person making the seizure, is of the appraised value of Twenty-five Dollars 
($25.00) or more, the said officer or person shall proceed as follows: 
 
 First:  He shall cause a list containing a particular description of the tobacco or 
other property seized to be prepared in duplicate, and an appraisement thereof to be 
made by three (3) sworn appraisers to be selected by him, who shall be respectable and 
disinterested citizens of this state, residing within the county wherein the seizure was 
made.  Said list and appraisement shall be properly attested by said officer, or person, 
and the said appraisers, for which service each of said appraisers shall be allowed the 
sum of One Dollar ($1.00) per day for not exceeding two (2) days, to be paid as other 
costs. 
 
 Second:  If the said tobacco, or other property seized, is believed by the officer 
making the seizure to be of less value than Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00), no appraisement 
shall be made. 
 
 Third:  The officer or person making the seizure shall proceed to give notice thereof 
for five (5) days, in writing, at three (3) places in the county where the seizure is made.  
One (1) of the notices shall be posted at the county courthouse; another at the place 
where the goods were seized; and the other at some public place.  The notice shall 
describe the property seized, and state the time and place and cause of seizure, and give 
the name and place of residence, if known, of the person from whom the property was 
seized, and shall require any person claiming it to appear and make such claims in writing, 
within five (5) days from the date of the first posting of such notice.  Such officer or person 
making the seizure shall also deliver to the person from whom the property was seized, 
and also to the owner, if known, a copy of said notice. 
 
 Fourth:  Any person claiming the said property so seized as contraband within the 
time specified in the notice, may file with the commissioner a claim, in writing, stating his 
interest in the property seized, and may execute a bond to the State of Mississippi in a 
penal sum equal to double the value of said property so seized, but in no case shall said 
bond be less than the sum of One Hundred Dollars ($100.00), with securities to be 
approved by the clerk of the circuit court in the county in which the property is seized, 
conditioned that in the case of condemnation of the property so seized, the obligor shall 
pay to the State of Mississippi the full value of the property so seized, and all costs and 
expenses of the proceedings to obtain such condemnation, including a reasonable 
attorney's fee.  And upon the delivery of such bond to the commissioner, he shall transmit 
the same with the duplicate list or description of the property seized to the county attorney 
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of the county, or the district attorney of the district in which such seizure was made, and 
the said county attorney, or district attorney, as the case may be, shall prosecute the case 
to secure the forfeiture of said property in the court having jurisdiction.  Upon the filing of 
the bond aforesaid, the said property shall be delivered to the claimant pending the 
outcome of the case, provided he shall at once affix the required stamps on cigarettes or 
pay the tax due on other tobacco products. 
 
 Fifth:  If no claim is interposed, and no bond given within the time above specified, 
such property shall be forfeited without further proceedings, and the same shall be sold 
as herein provided, and the proceeds of the sale, when received by the commissioner, 
shall be paid into the State Treasury as are other funds collected, provided, that in 
seizures of property of less value than Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00), the same may be 
advertised with other quantities at Jackson by the commissioner and disposed of as 
hereinabove provided. 
 
 Sixth:  In proceedings to secure a confiscation of the property hereinbefore 
mentioned, where the value of the goods seized at one time does not exceed the amount 
provided in Section 9-11-9, the justice court judge of the county where the property is 
seized shall have jurisdiction to try the cause.  Where the value of the property seized at 
one time is in excess of the amount provided in Section 9-11-9, then the circuit court of 
the county where the property is seized shall have jurisdiction to try the cause; provided, 
that in counties having a county court, the county court shall have jurisdiction concurrent 
with the circuit court, and with the justice court where the value of the property seized 
does not exceed One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00). 
 
 The proceedings against property seized according to the provisions of this chapter 
shall be considered a proceeding in rem unless otherwise herein provided. 
 
 Within ten (10) days after filing the bond provided for in paragraph fourth hereof, 
the claimant shall file a petition in the court having jurisdiction of said cause, which shall 
stand for a declaration, and the commissioner, or other party authorized to prosecute the 
confiscation of said property, shall plead to it as if it were an ordinary action at law, and 
the same rules of pleading and proceeding applicable to actions in the circuit court shall 
be observed in this action, and all issues made by the pleadings shall be tried and 
disposed of as other actions in the circuit court, and the judgment of the circuit court shall 
be framed to meet the circumstances of the case and the cost shall be adjudged as in 
other actions; provided, however, neither the state, nor the commissioner, nor any other 
person representing the state, shall be liable for the cost in the event the court shall not 
confiscate the property in controversy. 
 
 The seizure, forfeiture and sale of contraband goods under this section and Section 
27-69-53 is supplemental and in addition to the seizure, forfeiture and sale of contraband 
tobacco provided for in Section 27-69-56.  Where a basis exists under both this section 
and Section 27-69-53 and under Section 27-69-56 for the seizure, forfeiture and sale of 
the same contraband goods, such actions can proceed simultaneously.  Where such 
simultaneous seizure, forfeiture and sale is undertaken and there is a conflict between the 
procedures contained in this section and Section 27-69-53 and those contained in Section 
27-69-56, the procedures contained in Section 27-69-56 shall control and be followed. 
 
 SECTION 13.  Section 27-69-59, Mississippi Code of 1972, is brought forward as 
follows: 
 
 27-69-59.  When the commissioner has good reason to believe that tobacco is 
being kept, sold, offered for sale, or given away in violation of this chapter, or regulations 
issued under authority hereof, he may make affidavit of such fact, describing the place or 
thing to be searched, before any justice of the peace, mayor of any city, town or village, 
or county or circuit judge of any county in this state, and such justice of the peace, mayor 
or county or circuit judge shall issue a search warrant directed to the sheriff or any 
constable or any police officer in any city, town or village, commanding him to proceed in 
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the day time, or in the night time, to enter by breaking, if necessary, and to diligently search 
any building, room in a building, outhouses, place, wagon, cart, buggy, motorcycle, motor 
truck, automobile, water or air craft, or other vehicle as may be designated in the affidavit 
and search warrant, and to seize such tobacco so possessed and to hold the same until 
disposed of by law, and to arrest the person or persons in possession or control of the 
same. 
 
 Such writ shall be returnable instanter, or on a day to be stated, and a copy shall 
be served on the owner or person in possession, if such person be present or readily 
found. 
 
 If upon hearing, or the return of such search warrant, it shall appear that any 
tobacco unlawfully possessed were seized, the same shall be declared forfeited to this 
state, and shall be sold as provided in Section 27-69-55 of this chapter. 
 
 SECTION 14.  (1)  Before September 1, 2025, and annually thereafter, every 
manufacturer of an ENDS product that is sold for retail sale or for sale to a consumer in 
Mississippi, whether directly or through an importer, wholesaler, distributor, retailer, or 
similar intermediary or intermediaries, shall execute and deliver to the commissioner a 
certification, under penalty of perjury on a form and in a manner prescribed by the 
commissioner, that the manufacturer is compliant with this section and that, for each 
ENDS product sold in Mississippi: 
 
  (a)  The manufacturer has received a marketing granted order for the ENDS 
product from the FDA pursuant to 21 USC § 387j; 
 
  (b)  The manufacturer submitted a timely filed premarket tobacco product 
application for the ENDS product to the FDA pursuant to 21 USC § 387j, and the 
application either remains under review by the FDA or has received a denial order that 
has been and remains stayed by the FDA or court order, rescinded by the FDA, or vacated 
by a court; or 
 
  (c)  The manufacturer is not required to submit an additional marketing 
granted order or premarket tobacco product application for the ENDS product, because 
the ENDS product merely reflects changes to the name, brand style, or packaging of an 
ENDS product that is covered under paragraph (a) or (b) of this subsection. 
 
 (2)  The certification form shall separately list each brand name, category (e.g., 
e-liquid, power unit, device, e-liquid cartridge, e-liquid pod, disposable), product name, 
and flavor for each ENDS product that is sold in Mississippi. 
 
 (3)  Each annual certification form shall be accompanied by: 
 
  (a)  A copy of: 
 
   (i)  The marketing granted order issued by the FDA pursuant to 21 
USC § 387j; 
 
   (ii)  A copy of the acceptance letter issued by the FDA pursuant to 21 
USC § 387j for a timely filed premarket tobacco product application; or 
 
   (iii)  A document issued by FDA or by a court confirming that the 
premarket tobacco product application has received a denial order that has been and 
remains stayed by FDA or court order, rescinded by FDA, or vacated by a court; and 
 
  (b)  A payment of Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) for each ENDS product 
each time a manufacturer submits an annual certification form for that ENDS product. 
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 (4)  The information submitted by the manufacturer pursuant to subsection (3)(a) 
of this section is considered confidential commercial or financial information for purposes 
of the Mississippi Public Records Act of 1983 (Section 25-61-1, et al). The manufacturer 
may redact certain confidential commercial or financial information provided under 
subsection (3)(a) of this section.  The commissioner shall not disclose such information 
except as required or authorized by law. 
 
 (5)  A manufacturer required to submit a certification form pursuant to this section 
shall notify the commissioner within thirty (30) calendar days of any material change to 
the certification form, including the issuance or denial of a marketing authorization or other 
order by the FDA pursuant to 21 USC § 387j, or any other order or action by the FDA or 
any court that affects the ability of the ENDS product to be introduced or delivered into 
interstate commerce for commercial distribution in the United States. 
 
 (6)  To the extent that 21 USC § 387j is amended, or subsequent regulations or 
other official federal guidance or formal policy statement is issued, changing compliance 
requirements or standards for an ENDS product to become federally compliant, each 
manufacturer of an ENDS product that is sold for retail sale in Mississippi shall submit 
documentation to the commissioner substantiating compliance with such new federal 
requirements or standards within thirty (30) days of the date compliance with such 
requirement or standard is mandated.  Failure to substantiate compliance with new federal 
requirements or standards shall be grounds for removal of the manufacturer and its ENDS 
products from the directory established in this section. 
 
 (7)  Beginning on October 1, 2025, the commissioner shall maintain and make 
publicly available on the department's official website a directory that lists all ENDS 
product manufacturers, brand names, categories (e.g., e-liquid, e-liquid cartridge, e-liquid 
pod, disposable), product names, and flavors for which certification forms have been 
submitted and approved by the commissioner and shall update the directory at least 
monthly to ensure accuracy.  The commissioner shall establish a process to provide 
manufacturers, licensed retailers, distributors, and wholesalers notice of the initial 
publication of the directory and changes made to the directory in the prior month. 
 
 (8)  Neither a manufacturer nor its ENDS products shall be included or retained in 
the directory if the commissioner determines that any of the following apply: 
 
  (a)  The manufacturer failed to provide a complete and accurate certification 
as required by subsection (1) of this section; 
 
  (b)  The manufacturer submitted a certification that does not comply with the 
requirements of subsections (2) and (3) of this section; 
 
  (c)  The manufacturer failed to include with its certification the payment 
required by subsection (3)(b) of this section; 
 
  (d)  The manufacturer sold ENDS products in Mississippi required to be 
certified under this section during a period when either the manufacturer or the ENDS 
product had not been certified and listed on the directory; or 
 
  (e)  The information provided by the manufacturer in its certification is 
determined by the commissioner to contain false information or contains material 
misrepresentations or omissions. 
 
 (9)  The commissioner shall provide manufacturers notice and an opportunity to 
cure deficiencies before removing manufacturers or ENDS products from the directory. 
 
  (a)  The commissioner may not remove the manufacturer or its ENDS 
products from the directory until at least thirty (30) business days after the manufacturer 
has been given notice of an intended action setting forth the reasons therefor.  Notice 
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shall be sufficient and be deemed immediately received by a manufacturer if the notice is 
sent either electronically or by facsimile to an electronic mail address or facsimile number, 
as the case may be, provided by the manufacturer in its most recent certification filed 
under subsections (2) and (3) of this section. 
 
  (b)  The ENDS product manufacturer shall have fifteen (15) business days 
from the date of service of the notice of the commissioner's intended action to cure the 
deficiencies or otherwise establish that the ENDS product manufacturer or its ENDS 
products should be included in the directory. 
 
  (c)  Retailers shall have thirty (30) days following the removal of a 
manufacturer or its ENDS products from the directory to sell such ENDS products that 
were in the retailer's inventory as of the date of removal. 
 
  (d)  After thirty (30) calendar days following removal from the directory, the 
ENDS product of a manufacturer identified in the notice of removal and intended for retail 
sale or for sale to a consumer in Mississippi is subject to seizure, forfeiture, and 
destruction by the department, the Mississippi Attorney General's Office, or any law 
enforcement agency in the State of Mississippi, and may not be purchased or sold for 
retail sale or for sale to a consumer in Mississippi.  The cost of such seizure, forfeiture, 
and destruction shall be borne by the person from whom the ENDS products are 
confiscated, except that no ENDS products may be seized from a consumer who has 
made a bona fide purchase of such ENDS product.  The department, Mississippi Attorney 
General's Office, or other law enforcement agency in the State of Mississippi may store 
and dispose of the seized ENDS products as appropriate, in accordance with federal, 
state and local laws pertaining to storage and disposal of such ENDS products. 
 
 (10)  (a)  Except as provided in paragraphs (b) and (c) of this subsection (10), 
beginning on October 1, 2025, or on the date that the commissioner first makes the 
directory available for public inspection on the department's official website, whichever is 
later, ENDS products not included in the directory, shall not be sold for retail sale in 
Mississippi, either directly or through an importer, distributor, wholesaler, retailer, or similar 
intermediary or intermediaries. 
 
  (b)  Each retailer shall have sixty (60) days from the date that the 
commissioner first makes the directory available for inspection on its the department's 
website to sell ENDS products that were in its inventory and not included in the directory 
or remove those ENDS products from inventory. 
 
  (c)  Each distributor or wholesaler shall have sixty (60) days from the date 
that the commissioner first makes the directory available for inspection on the 
department's website to remove those ENDS products intended for sale in the state from 
its inventory. 
 
  (d)  After sixty (60) calendar days following publication of the directory, 
ENDS products not listed in the directory and intended for retail sale or for sale to a 
consumer in Mississippi are subject to seizure, forfeiture, and destruction by the 
department, the Mississippi Attorney General's Office, or any law enforcement agency in 
the State of Mississippi, and may not be purchased or sold for retail sale or for sale to a 
consumer in Mississippi except as provided in subsection (9) of this section.  The cost of 
such seizure, forfeiture, and destruction shall be paid by the person from whom the ENDS 
products are confiscated, except that no ENDS products may be seized from a consumer 
who has made a bona fide purchase of such ENDS product.  The department, Mississippi 
Attorney General's Office, or other law enforcement agency may store and dispose of the 
seized ENDS products as appropriate, in accordance with federal, state, and local laws 
pertaining to storage and disposal of such ENDS products. 
 
 (11)  (a)  A manufacturer, retailer, distributor, wholesaler, or importer who sells or 
offers for sale an ENDS product for retail sale or for sale to a consumer in Mississippi that 
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is not included in the directory shall be subject to a criminal penalty imposed by the 
Mississippi Attorney General's Office or a district attorney.  Each violation of the provisions 
of this subsection (11) shall be treated as a separate offense.  A violation of this subsection 
shall be punishable as follows: 
 
   (i)  For each individual ENDS product offered for sale in violation of 
this section until the offending ENDS product is removed from the market or until the 
offending ENDS product is properly listed on the directory, the penalty shall be not more 
than Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) per ENDS product per day. 
 
   (ii)  For a second violation of this type within a twelve-month period, 
the penalty shall be at least Seven Hundred Fifty Dollars ($750.00), but not more than 
One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00), per ENDS product per day. 
 
   (iii)  For a third violation of this type within a twelve-month period after 
the initial violation, the penalty shall be at least One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00), but 
not more than One Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($1,500.00), per ENDS product per 
day. 
 
   (iv)  For any subsequent violation, the Attorney General or district 
attorney may bring an action in the appropriate state court to prevent a manufacturer, 
retailer, distributor, wholesaler, or importer from selling or offering to sell an ENDS product 
that is not included in the directory. 
 
   (v)  If the ENDS product contains any controlled substance, including, 
but not limited to, fentanyl, that causes the recipient of such to require emergency medical 
care as a result of using the ENDS product, then the applicable penalty described in this 
paragraph (a) shall be trebled, and any other penalty provided by law for the sale, 
possession, or furnishing of a controlled substance shall be added. 
 
  (b)  Additionally, a manufacturer whose ENDS products are not listed in the 
directory and who causes the ENDS products that are not listed to be sold for retail sale 
in Mississippi, whether directly or through an importer, distributor, wholesaler, retailer, or 
similar intermediary or intermediaries, is subject to a civil penalty of Two Thousand Five 
Hundred Dollars ($2,500.00) per day for each individual ENDS product offered for sale in 
violation of this section until the offending ENDS product is removed from the market or 
until the offending ENDS product is properly listed on the directory.  In addition, any 
manufacturer that falsely represents any information required by a certification form shall 
be guilty of a misdemeanor for each false representation. 
 
  (c)  In an action to enforce this section, the state shall be entitled to recover 
costs, including the costs of investigation, expert witness fees and reasonable attorney 
fees. 
 
  (d)  A repeated violation of this section shall constitute a deceptive trade 
practice under Section 75-24-5. 
 
 (12)  (a)  A manufacturer not registered to do business in the state shall, as a 
condition precedent to having its name or its products listed and retained in the directory, 
appoint and continually engage without interruption a registered agent in Mississippi for 
service of process on whom all process and any action or proceeding arising out of the 
enforcement of this section may be served.  The manufacturer shall provide to the 
commissioner the name, address, and telephone number of its agent for service of 
process and shall provide any other information relating to its agent as may be requested 
by the commissioner. 
 
  (b)  A manufacturer located outside of the United States shall, as an 
additional condition precedent to having its products listed or retained in the directory, 
cause each of its importers of any of its ENDS products to be sold in Mississippi to appoint, 
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and continually engage without interruption, the services of an agent in the state in 
accordance with the provisions of this section.  All obligations of a manufacturer imposed 
by this section with respect to appointment of its agent shall also apply to the importers 
with respect to appointment of their agents. 
 
  (c)  A manufacturer shall provide written notice to the commissioner thirty 
(30) calendar days prior to the termination of the authority of an agent appointed under 
paragraphs (a) and (b) of this subsection (12).  No less than five (5) calendar days prior 
to the termination of an existing agent appointment, a manufacturer shall provide to the 
commissioner the name, address and telephone number of its newly appointed agent for 
service of process and shall provide any other information relating to the new appointment 
as may be requested by the commissioner.  In the event an agent terminates an agency 
appointment, the manufacturer shall notify the commissioner of the termination within five 
(5) calendar days and shall include proof to the satisfaction of the commissioner of the 
appointment of a new agent. 
 
 (13)  (a)  Any nonresident or foreign manufacturer that has not registered to do 
business in the state as a foreign corporation or business entity shall, as a condition 
precedent to having its name or its ENDS products listed and retained in the directory 
submit to the commissioner a surety bond or other cash security payable to the State of 
Mississippi in the amount of Twenty-five Thousand Dollars ($25,000.00).  The bond shall 
be posted by a corporate surety located within the United States. 
 
  (b)  The bond shall be conditioned on the performance by the manufacturer 
of all requirements and obligations imposed by this section.  A surety on a manufacturer's 
bond shall be liable up to the amount of the bond, and the state may execute on such 
surety bond, for the payment of fines and penalties imposed on the manufacturer under 
this section and for the costs of seizure and destruction of ENDS products sold in violation 
of this section.  If the state executes on the surety bond, it may require the manufacturer 
to provide an additional bond as a condition precedent for retaining the manufacturer or 
its ENDS products in the directory. 
 
  (c)  A surety on a bond furnished by a manufacturer as provided in this 
section shall be released and discharged from liability to the state accruing on the bond 
after expiration of sixty (60) days from the date upon which such surety shall have lodged 
with the commissioner a written request to be released and discharged.  This provision 
shall not operate to relieve, release, or discharge the surety from liability already accrued 
or which shall accrue before the expiration of the sixty-day period.  The commissioner 
shall, upon receiving any such request, notify the manufacturer who furnished the bond.  
Unless the manufacturer, on or before the expiration of the sixty-day period, files with the 
commissioner a new bond, with the surety approved by and acceptable to the 
commissioner, the commissioner shall remove the manufacturer and its ENDS products 
from the directory. 
 
 (14)  Each retailer, distributor, and wholesaler that sells or distributes ENDS 
products in this state or sells ENDS products to consumers in this state shall be subject 
to at least two (2) unannounced compliance checks annually by the department for 
purposes of enforcing this section.  Unannounced follow-up compliance checks of all 
noncompliant retailers, distributors, and wholesalers shall be conducted within thirty (30) 
days after any violation of this article.  The department shall publish the results of all 
compliance checks annually and shall make the results available to the public upon 
request.  This section does not affect the authority of the Attorney General's Office under 
Section 97-32-21 to ensure compliance with the Mississippi Juvenile Tobacco Access 
Prevention Act of 1997 by conducting random, unannounced inspection checks where 
alternative nicotine products, tobacco, or tobacco products are sold or distributed.  The 
Attorney General's Office shall also have the authority to conduct random, unannounced 
inspections at locations where ENDS products are sold to ensure compliance with this 
section. 
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 (15)  The commissioner may promulgate rules necessary to effectuate the 
purposes of this section.  By January 1, 2026, the department shall promulgate rules and 
regulations and implement a permitting process for retailers, wholesalers, and distributors 
of ENDS products in Mississippi. 
 
 (16)  All fees and penalties collected by the commissioner pursuant to this section 
shall be used for administration and enforcement of this section. 
 
 (17)  Before January 1, 2026, and annually thereafter, the commissioner shall 
provide a report to the Legislature regarding the status of the directory, manufacturers and 
ENDS products included in the directory, revenue and expenditures related to 
administration of this section, and enforcement activities undertaken pursuant to this 
section of this act. 
 
 SECTION 15.  This act shall take effect and be in force from and after July 1, 2025. 
 
 Further, amend by striking the title in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 
 
 
 AN ACT RELATING TO THE SALE OF CIGARETTES IN MISSISSIPPI; TO 
DEFINE CERTAIN TERMS; TO REQUIRE EACH CIGARETTE MANUFACTURER 
WHOSE CIGARETTES ARE SOLD IN MISSISSIPPI TO FILE AN ANNUAL 
CERTIFICATION WITH THE COMMISSIONER OF REVENUE CONTAINING 
SPECIFIED INFORMATION ABOUT THE MANUFACTURER AND ITS CIGARETTES; 
TO REQUIRE THE COMMISSIONER TO MAINTAIN A STATE CIGARETTE DIRECTORY 
AVAILABLE TO THE PUBLIC ON THE DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE'S WEBSITE; TO 
PROHIBIT THE SALE OF A MANUFACTURER'S CIGARETTES IF THE 
MANUFACTURER IS NOT LISTED ON THE DIRECTORY; TO GIVE RETAILERS AND 
IMPORTERS, DISTRIBUTORS AND WHOLESALERS AN OPPORTUNITY TO DISPOSE 
OF THEIR CIGARETTE INVENTORY THAT IS NOT AUTHORIZED TO BE SOLD IN THE 
DIRECTORY BEFORE THE INVENTORY IS SEIZED; TO ESTABLISH CIVIL PENALTIES 
FOR RETAILERS AND OTHER ENTITIES SELLING CIGARETTES THAT ARE NOT 
INCLUDED IN THE DIRECTORY; TO REQUIRE MANUFACTURERS TO HAVE A 
REGISTERED AGENT IN THE STATE FOR SERVICE OF PROCESS; TO REQUIRE 
UNANNOUNCED COMPLIANCE CHECKS BY THE DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE; TO 
AUTHORIZE THE COMMISSIONER OF REVENUE TO PROMULGATE RULES AND 
REGULATIONS, AND TO USE FEES AND PENALTIES COLLECTED, FOR THE 
ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT OF THIS ACT; TO REQUIRE ANNUAL 
REPORTS TO THE LEGISLATURE ON THE STATUS OF THE STATE CIGARETTE 
DIRECTORY AND ENFORCEMENT ACTIVITIES; TO BRING FORWARD SECTION 
27-69-53, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, WHICH AUTHORIZES THE CONFISCATION 
OF CIGARETTES NOT HAVING STAMPS AFFIXED TO THE PACKAGE AS REQUIRED 
UNDER THE TOBACCO TAX LAW, FOR PURPOSES OF POSSIBLE AMENDMENT; TO 
BRING FORWARD SECTION 27-69-55, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, WHICH 
ESTABLISHES PROCEDURES FOR THE SEIZURE OF CERTAIN TOBACCO 
PRODUCTS UNDER THE TOBACCO TAX LAW, FOR PURPOSES OF POSSIBLE 
AMENDMENT; TO BRING FORWARD SECTION 27-69-59, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 
1972, WHICH PROVIDES FOR THE SEARCH AND SEIZURE OF ILLEGALLY SOLD 
TOBACCO PRODUCTS, FOR PURPOSES OF POSSIBLE AMENDMENT; TO PROVIDE 
THAT, NO LATER THAN SEPTEMBER 1, 2025, EVERY MANUFACTURER OF AN 
ELECTRONIC NICOTINE DELIVERY SYSTEMS (ENDS) PRODUCT THAT IS SOLD 
FOR RETAIL SALE OR SALE TO A CONSUMER IN MISSISSIPPI SHALL EXECUTE 
AND DELIVER TO THE COMMISSIONER OF REVENUE A CERTIFICATION THAT THE 
MANUFACTURER IS COMPLIANT WITH THIS ACT AND FEDERAL LAW; TO PROVIDE 
THAT THE INFORMATION SUBMITTED BY THE MANUFACTURER IS CONSIDERED 
CONFIDENTIAL COMMERCIAL OR FINANCIAL INFORMATION FOR PURPOSES OF 
THE MISSISSIPPI PUBLIC RECORDS ACT OF 1983; TO PROVIDE THAT, BEGINNING 
ON OCTOBER 1, 2025, THE COMMISSIONER SHALL MAINTAIN AND MAKE 



SENATE JOURNAL 
THURSDAY, MARCH 6, 2025 

 

949 

PUBLICLY AVAILABLE ON THE DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE'S OFFICIAL WEBSITE A 
DIRECTORY THAT LISTS ALL ENDS PRODUCT MANUFACTURERS, BRAND NAMES, 
CATEGORIES, PRODUCT NAMES, AND FLAVORS FOR WHICH CERTIFICATION 
FORMS HAVE BEEN SUBMITTED AND APPROVED BY THE COMMISSIONER AND 
SHALL REQUIRE THE UPDATE OF THE DIRECTORY AT LEAST MONTHLY TO 
ENSURE ACCURACY; TO REQUIRE THE COMMISSIONER TO ESTABLISH A 
PROCESS TO PROVIDE MANUFACTURERS, LICENSED RETAILERS, 
DISTRIBUTORS, AND WHOLESALERS NOTICE OF THE INITIAL PUBLICATION OF 
THE DIRECTORY AND CHANGES MADE TO THE DIRECTORY IN THE PRIOR 
MONTH; TO PROVIDE THAT NEITHER A MANUFACTURER NOR ITS ENDS 
PRODUCTS SHALL BE INCLUDED OR RETAINED IN THE DIRECTORY IF THE 
COMMISSIONER DETERMINES THAT THE MANUFACTURER FAILED TO PROVIDE A 
COMPLETE AND ACCURATE CERTIFICATION AND PROVIDE PAYMENT; TO 
PROVIDE THAT, AFTER 30 CALENDAR DAYS FOLLOWING REMOVAL FROM THE 
DIRECTORY, THE ENDS PRODUCT OF A MANUFACTURER IDENTIFIED IN THE 
NOTICE OF REMOVAL AND INTENDED FOR SALE IN MISSISSIPPI ARE SUBJECT TO 
SEIZURE, FORFEITURE, AND DESTRUCTION, AND SHALL NOT BE PURCHASED OR 
SOLD FOR RETAIL SALE OR SALE TO A CONSUMER IN MISSISSIPPI; TO PROVIDE 
THAT, BEGINNING ON OCTOBER 1, 2025, OR ON THE DATE THAT THE 
COMMISSIONER FIRST MAKES THE DIRECTORY AVAILABLE FOR PUBLIC 
INSPECTION ON THE DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE'S WEBSITE, WHICHEVER IS 
LATER, ENDS PRODUCTS NOT INCLUDED IN THE DIRECTORY, SHALL NOT BE 
SOLD FOR RETAIL SALE OR SALE TO A CONSUMER IN MISSISSIPPI, EITHER 
DIRECTLY OR THROUGH AN IMPORTER, DISTRIBUTOR, WHOLESALER, RETAILER, 
OR SIMILAR INTERMEDIARY OR INTERMEDIARIES; TO PROVIDE THAT EACH 
RETAILER SHALL HAVE 60 DAYS FROM THE DATE THAT THE COMMISSIONER 
FIRST MAKES THE DIRECTORY AVAILABLE FOR INSPECTION ON THE 
DEPARTMENT'S WEBSITE TO SELL PRODUCTS THAT WERE IN ITS INVENTORY 
AND NOT INCLUDED IN THE DIRECTORY OR REMOVE THOSE PRODUCTS FROM 
INVENTORY; TO PROVIDE THAT, AFTER 60 CALENDAR DAYS FOLLOWING 
PUBLICATION OF THE DIRECTORY, ENDS PRODUCTS NOT LISTED IN THE 
DIRECTORY AND INTENDED FOR RETAIL SALE OR SALE TO A CONSUMER IN 
MISSISSIPPI ARE SUBJECT TO SEIZURE, FORFEITURE, AND DESTRUCTION, AND 
MAY NOT BE PURCHASED OR SOLD FOR RETAIL SALE OR SALE TO A CONSUMER 
IN MISSISSIPPI EXCEPT AS OTHERWISE PROVIDED; TO PROVIDE THAT A 
MANUFACTURER, RETAILER, DISTRIBUTOR, WHOLESALER, OR IMPORTER WHO 
SELLS OR OFFERS FOR SALE AN ENDS PRODUCT FOR RETAIL SALE OR SALE TO 
A CONSUMER IN MISSISSIPPI THAT IS NOT INCLUDED IN THE DIRECTORY SHALL 
BE SUBJECT TO A CRIMINAL PENALTY OF NOT MORE THAN $500.00 PER DAY FOR 
EACH INDIVIDUAL ENDS PRODUCT OFFERED FOR SALE IN VIOLATION OF THIS 
ACT, WHICH SHALL BE INCREASED TO AT LEAST $750.00, BUT NOT MORE THAN 
$1,000.00, PER PRODUCT PER DAY FOR A SECOND VIOLATION IN A 12-MONTH 
PERIOD, AND TO AT LEAST $1,000.00, BUT NOT MORE THAN $1,500.00, PER 
PRODUCT PER DAY FOR A THIRD VIOLATION IN A 12-MONTH PERIOD; TO PROVIDE 
THAT, FOR SUBSEQUENT VIOLATIONS, THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OR DISTRICT 
ATTORNEY MAY BRING AN ACTION IN STATE COURT TO PREVENT A 
MANUFACTURER, RETAILER, DISTRIBUTOR, WHOLESALER, OR IMPORTER FROM 
SELLING OR OFFERING TO SELL AN ENDS PRODUCT THAT IS NOT INCLUDED IN 
THE DIRECTORY; TO PROVIDE FOR TREBLE PENALTIES, PLUS ANY OTHER 
PENALTY PROVIDED BY LAW FOR THE SALE, POSSESSION, OR FURNISHING OF 
A CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE, IF THE ENDS PRODUCT CONTAINS ANY 
CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE THAT CAUSES THE RECIPIENT TO REQUIRE 
EMERGENCY MEDICAL CARE; TO PROVIDE THAT A MANUFACTURER WHOSE 
ENDS PRODUCTS ARE NOT LISTED IN THE DIRECTORY AND WHO CAUSES THE 
PRODUCTS THAT ARE NOT LISTED TO BE SOLD FOR RETAIL SALE OR SALE TO A 
CONSUMER IN MISSISSIPPI, IS SUBJECT TO A CIVIL PENALTY OF $2,500.00 FOR 
EACH INDIVIDUAL ENDS PRODUCT OFFERED FOR SALE IN VIOLATION OF THIS 
ACT; TO REQUIRE A MANUFACTURER LOCATED OUTSIDE OF THE UNITED STATES 
TO CAUSE EACH OF ITS IMPORTERS OF ANY OF ITS PRODUCTS TO BE SOLD IN 
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MISSISSIPPI TO APPOINT, AND CONTINUALLY ENGAGE WITHOUT INTERRUPTION, 
THE SERVICES OF AN AGENT IN THE STATE; TO REQUIRE A MANUFACTURER TO 
PROVIDE WRITTEN NOTICE TO THE COMMISSIONER 30 CALENDAR DAYS PRIOR 
TO THE TERMINATION OF THE AUTHORITY OF AN AGENT; TO PROVIDE THAT 
EACH RETAILER, DISTRIBUTOR, AND WHOLESALER THAT SELLS OR 
DISTRIBUTES ENDS PRODUCTS IN THIS STATE SHALL BE SUBJECT TO AT LEAST 
TWO UNANNOUNCED COMPLIANCE CHECKS BY THE DEPARTMENT OF 
REVENUE; TO PROVIDE THAT THE ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OFFICE SHALL ALSO 
HAVE THE AUTHORITY TO CONDUCT RANDOM, UNANNOUNCED INSPECTIONS AT 
LOCATIONS WHERE ENDS PRODUCTS ARE SOLD TO ENSURE COMPLIANCE WITH 
THIS ACT; TO PROVIDE THAT, BEGINNING ON JANUARY 31, 2026, AND ANNUALLY 
THEREAFTER, THE COMMISSIONER SHALL PROVIDE A REPORT TO THE 
LEGISLATURE THAT CONTAINS CERTAIN INFORMATION RELATED TO THE 
REGISTRY; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 
 
 
 Senator Johnson offered the following AMENDMENT NO. 1 TO COMMITTEE 
AMENDMENT NO. 1. 
 
 AMEND on line 669 by inserting the following before the period: 
 
 , but not to exceed Fifteen Thousand Dollars ($15,000.00) annually per 
manufacturer 
 
 
 
 Amendment No. 1 to Committee Amendment No. 1 to H. B. No. 916 was adopted. 
 
 Committee Amendment No. 1 as amended to H. B. No. 916 was adopted. 
 
 YEAS AND NAYS On H. B. No. 916.  On motion of Senator Harkins, the rules were 
suspended, the bill considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and nays 
being taken, it passed as amended, title standing as stated, by the following vote: 
 
 Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan, 
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins, 
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, McLendon, 
McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, Seymour, Simmons D. T. (12th), 
Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, Thompson, Turner-Ford, Whaley, 
Wiggins, Williams, Younger.  Total--48. 
 Nays--None. 
 Absent and those not voting--Parks.  Total--1. 
 Voting Present--Jordan, Parker.  Total--2. 
 Vacancies--1. 
 

__________ 
 
 Senator Kirby moved that the rules be suspended for the consideration en bloc of 
S. R. No. 57, S. R. No. 58, S. R. No. 59, S. R. No. 60, S. R. No. 61, S. R. No. 62, 
S. R. No. 63, S. R. No. 64, S. R. No. 66, S. R. No. 67, S. R. No. 68, S. R. No. 69, 
S. R. No. 70, S. R. No. 71, S. R. No. 72, S. R. No. 73, S. R. No. 74, H. C. R. No. 45, 
H. C. R. No. 46, H. C. R. No. 47, H. C. R. No. 48, H. C. R. No. 49, H. C. R. No. 50, 
H. C. R. No. 51, H. C. R. No. 52 and H. C. R. No. 53 and the motion prevailed. 
 
 Senator Kirby called up the following entitled resolutions:  
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 S. R. No. 57: Salute Mississippi Poll Workers who have served over 50 
consecutive years as the "Frontline of Democracy." 
 
 S. R. No. 58: Commend Mississippi Loggers Association "2024 National 
Champion Volunteer of the Year" Roy Holder. 
 
 S. R. No. 59: Commend Kirk Academy Girls and Boys Cross-Country Teams for 
historic sweep of 4A State Championships. 
 
 S. R. No. 60: Extend congratulations of Mississippi Senate to Philadelphia Eagles 
Running Back Kenneth Gainwell for Super Bowl Championship. 
 
 S. R. No. 61: Commend West Jones High School Seastangs Swim Team for 
second consecutive State Championship. 
 
 S. R. No. 62: Extend congratulations of Mississippi Senate to Philadelphia Eagles 
Cornerback Darius Slay, Jr., for Super Bowl Championship. 
 
 S. R. No. 63: Commend the life of Black Hawk pilot U.S. Army Warrant Officer 
Andrew Loyd Eaves. 
 
 S. R. No. 64: Congratulate JSU Dr. Byron D'Andra Orey upon his election as 
President of the Southern Political Science Association (SPSAA). 
 
 S. R. No. 66: Extend condolences of Senate on the passing of legendary Alcorn 
State University Tennis Coach Anthony Bruce Dodgen. 
 
 S. R. No. 67: Commemorate the 150th Anniversary of Mississippi Dental 
Association. 
 
 S. R. No. 68: Recognize Senator Angela Turner Ford for COABE 2024 Legislative 
Champion Award. 
 
 S. R. No. 69: Commend Shelby McEwen from Abbeville, Mississippi, for epic high 
jump final in the 2024 Summer Olympics. 
 
 S. R. No. 70: Commend former Ole Miss Track-and-Field Star Sam Kendricks for 
earning Silver Medal in men's pole vault at 2024 Olympics. 
 
 S. R. No. 71: Recognize outstanding cultural accomplishments of the Mississippi 
Songwriters Alliance. 
 
 S. R. No. 72: Commend Northwest Rankin High School Girls Soccer Team for 
winning consecutive Class 7A State Championships. 
 
 S. R. No. 73: Recognize Presbyterian Christian School Blue Blaze Drill Team for 
2025 National Dance Team Championship placement. 
 
 S. R. No. 74: Commemorate 50th Anniversary of the State Government Affairs 
Council (SGAC). 
 
 H. C. R. No. 45: Gracelynn Batte; commend for representing the United States in 
Taekwondo at UTA Competition. 
 
 H. C. R. No. 46: Charlie Kemp; commend distinguished career as a Mississippi 
and American race car driving legend. 
 
 H. C. R. No. 47: Purvis High School Volleyball Team; commend and congratulate 
on winning MHSAA Class 4A State Championship. 
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 H. C. R. No. 48: Gold Star Father's Day; observe and recognize November 9, 2025 
as. 
 
 H. C. R. No. 49: Verna R. Taylor; commend upon retirement as an assistant 
professor from Jackson State University. 
 
 H. C. R. No. 50: Heidelberg Mayor David Taylor II; commend life and legacy upon 
his passing. 
 
 H. C. R. No. 51: Northwest Mississippi Community College Dance Team; 
commend upon winning back-to-back national championships in Open Hip-Hop Division. 
 
 H. C. R. No. 52: Northwest Mississippi Community College Cheer Team; 
commend upon winning multiple national championships at UCA Nationals. 
 
 H. C. R. No. 53: Jerry Sims; commend for exceptional success in business and 
outstanding legacy in track and field at Alcorn State University. 
 
 YEAS AND NAYS on consideration en bloc of S. R. No. 57, S. R. No. 58, 
S. R. No. 59, S. R. No. 60, S. R. No. 61, S. R. No. 62, S. R. No. 63, S. R. No. 64, 
S. R. No. 66, S. R. No. 67, S. R. No. 68, S. R. No. 69, S. R. No. 70, S. R. No. 71, 
S. R. No. 72, S. R. No. 73, S. R. No. 74, H. C. R. No. 45, H. C. R. No. 46, 
H. C. R. No. 47, H. C. R. No. 48, H. C. R. No. 49, H. C. R. No. 50, H. C. R. No. 51, 
H. C. R. No. 52 and H. C. R. No. 53.  On motion of Senator Kirby, the rules were 
suspended, the resolutions considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and 
nays being taken, they were adopted, titles standing as stated by the following vote: 
 
 Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan, 
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins, 
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, 
McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, Seymour, 
Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, Thompson, 
Turner-Ford, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger.  Total--50. 
 Nays--None. 
 Absent and those not voting--Parks.  Total--1. 
 Vacancies--1. 
 

__________ 
 
 Unanimous consent was granted to add Senators Barnett, McCaughn, Michel, 
Norwood, Simmons D. T. (12th) and Thomas as co-authors of S. R. No. 57. 

__________ 
 
 Unanimous consent was granted to add Senators Barnett, Berry, Michel, Norwood, 
Seymour, Simmons D. T. (12th), Suber and Thomas as co-authors of S. R. No. 58. 

__________ 
 
 Unanimous consent was granted to add Senator Barnett as co-author of 
S. R. No. 59. 

__________ 
 
 Unanimous consent was granted to add Senators Barnett, Horhn, McCaughn, 
Norwood and Simmons D. T. (12th) as co-authors of S. R. No. 60. 

__________ 
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 Unanimous consent was granted to add Senator Barnett as co-author of 
S. R. No. 61. 

__________ 
 
 Unanimous consent was granted to add Senators Barnett, McCaughn, Norwood, 
Simmons D. T. (12th) and Thomas as co-authors of S. R. No. 62. 

__________ 
 
 Unanimous consent was granted to add Senators Barnett, Michel, Norwood, 
Seymour, Simmons D. T. (12th), Suber and Thompson as co-authors of S. R. No. 63. 

__________ 
 
 Unanimous consent was granted to add Senators Barnett, Blount, Horhn, Michel, 
Norwood and Thomas as co-authors of S. R. No. 64. 

__________ 
 
 Unanimous consent was granted to add Senators Barnett and Horhn as co-authors 
of S. R. No. 66. 

__________ 
 
 Unanimous consent was granted to add Senators Barnett, McCaughn, Michel, 
Suber and Thomas as co-authors of S. R. No. 67. 

__________ 
 
 Unanimous consent was granted to add Senators Barnett, Berry, Michel, Norwood, 
Simmons D. T. (12th) and Thomas as co-authors of S. R. No. 68. 

__________ 
 
 Unanimous consent was granted to add Senators Barnett, Suber and Thomas as 
co-authors of S. R. No. 69. 

__________ 
 
 Unanimous consent was granted to add Senators Barnett, Horhn, McCaughn, 
Michel and Suber as co-authors of S. R. No. 70. 

__________ 
 
 Unanimous consent was granted to add Senators Barnett, Horhn and Thomas as 
co-authors of S. R. No. 71. 

__________ 
 
 Unanimous consent was granted to add Senator Barnett as co-author of 
S. R. No. 72. 

__________ 
 
 Unanimous consent was granted to add Senator Barnett as co-author of 
S. R. No. 73. 

__________ 
 
 Unanimous consent was granted to add Senator Barnett as co-author of 
S. R. No. 74. 

__________ 
 
 Senator Michel called up the following House Amendment to S. B. No. 2415 and 
moved that the Senate do concur in the Amendment: 
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 AMENDMENT NO. 1: 
 
 AMEND by inserting the following language after line 80:  "(9) This section shall 
stand repealed from and after July 1, 2028." 
 
 AMEND TITLE to conform.  
 
 
 YEAS AND NAYS.  The yeas and nays being taken, the Senate concurred in the 
foregoing House Amendment to S. B. No. 2415 by the following vote: 
 
 Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan, 
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins, 
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, 
McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, Seymour, 
Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, Thompson, 
Turner-Ford, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger.  Total--50. 
 Nays--None. 
 Absent and those not voting--Parks.  Total--1. 
 Vacancies--1. 
 

__________ 
 
 Senator DeBar moved that the rules be suspended to move to calendar item 180, 
H. B. No. 246, and the motion prevailed. 
 
 Senator DeBar called up the following entitled bill: 
 
 H. B. No. 246: 16th section land; authorize local school board to grant an extension 
to holder of a long-term lease in good standing. 
 
 Senator DeBar offered the following COMMITTEE AMENDMENT NO. 1. 
 
 Amend by striking all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 
 
 
 SECTION 1.  Section 29-3-29, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 29-3-29.  Before any sixteenth section school land or land granted in lieu thereof 
may be sold or leased for industrial development thereon, therein or thereunder under the 
provisions of this chapter, the board of education controlling such land shall first determine 
that such sale or lease will be fair market value.  In the determination of the fair market 
value of said land the comparative sales method shall be used, and the highest and best 
use of said sixteenth section lands shall be determined on the basis of finding that said 
land shall be susceptible to any use that comparative land in private ownership may be 
used, that there will be prompt and substantial industrial development on, in, or under said 
land after the sale or lease, that the acreage to be sold or leased is not in excess of the 
amount of land reasonably required for immediate use and for such future expansion as 
may be reasonably anticipated, and that such sale or lease will be beneficial to and in the 
best interest of the schools of the district for which said land is held.  All of said findings, 
including the amount of the sale price or gross rental for said land, shall be spread on the 
minutes of the board of education.  Also, if the board of education proposes to sell said 
land, said board shall first enter into a contract or obtain a legal option to purchase, for a 
specified price not in excess of fair market value, other land in the county of acreage of 
equivalent fair market value, and such contract or option shall be spread on the minutes 
of said board.  However, not more than one hundred (100) acres in any one (1) sixteenth 
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section school lands in any county may be sold under this chapter for the purpose of being 
made an industrial park or a part of such industrial park, provided the provisions of this 
section and Sections 57-5-1 and 57-5-23 are fully complied with. 
 
 A certified copy of the resolution or order of the board of education, setting out the 
foregoing findings, together with a certified copy of the order approving and setting out 
the terms of the contract or option to purchase other lands where a sale of land is 
proposed and an application to the Mississippi Agricultural and Industrial Board for the 
certificate authorizing said sale or lease, shall be forwarded to the county board of 
supervisors, which board shall make an independent investigation of the proposed sale 
or lease and of the proposed purchase of other land. 
 
 If said county board of supervisors shall concur in the finding of fact of the board of 
education, and shall find that it is to the best interests of the schools of the district to enter 
into such sale or lease, it may enter on its minutes a resolution or order approving the 
action of the board of education. 
 
 If the said county board of supervisors shall not concur in the findings of the board 
of education, or shall find that the proposed sale or lease will not be in the best interest of 
the schools of the district, then it may, by resolution or order, disapprove the proposed 
sale or lease, and such action shall be final. 
 
 Except as otherwise permitted by Section 57-75-37(4)(f) and (7)(f), there shall be 
reserved all minerals in, on, and under any lands conveyed under the provisions hereof.  
Provided, however, that in any county bordering on the State of Alabama, traversed by 
the Tombigbee River, in which U.S. Highway 82 intersects U.S. Highway 45 and in which 
is situated a state supported institution of higher learning, upon the sale of any sixteenth 
section lands for industrial purposes as provided by law, the board of education, the 
superintendent of education and the Mississippi Agricultural and Industrial Board, may sell 
and convey all minerals except oil, gas, sulphur and casinghead gas on, in and under the 
said sixteenth section lands so sold for industrial purposes.  Said oil, gas, sulphur and 
casinghead gas shall be reserved together with such rights of use, ingress and egress as 
shall not unreasonably interfere with the use of the lands by the purchaser.  Prior written 
approval for such use, ingress and egress, shall be obtained from the surface owner or, if 
such approval is unreasonably withheld, may be obtained from the chancery court of the 
county in which said land is located. 
 
 Certified copies of the resolutions or orders of the board of supervisors and of the 
board of education and of the application to the Mississippi Agricultural and Industrial 
Board shall be transmitted to the county superintendent of education, if there be one in 
the county, who, if he approves the proposed sale or lease, shall so certify and forward 
same to the Mississippi Agricultural and Industrial Board.  If there be no county 
superintendent of education in the county, then the board of education whose district 
embraces the entire county shall so certify and transmit said copies to the Mississippi 
Agricultural and Industrial Board for further action. 
 
 Upon receipt of the aforesaid application and certified copies of the said resolution 
and orders, the Mississippi Agricultural and Industrial Board shall make investigation to 
determine whether or not the proposed sale or lease of said land will promote prompt and 
substantial industrial development thereon, therein, or thereunder.  If the board finds that 
such sale or lease will promote prompt and substantial industrial development thereon, 
therein or thereunder, and further finds that the person, firm or corporation who proposes 
to establish said industry is financially responsible, and that the acreage to be sold or 
leased is not in excess of the amount of land reasonably required for immediate use and 
for such future expansion as may be reasonably anticipated, then the board, in its 
discretion, may issue a certificate to the board of education of said district so certifying, 
and said certificate shall be the authority for the board of education to enter into the 
proposed sale or lease.  If the Mississippi Agricultural and Industrial Board does not so 
find, then it shall decline to issue said certificate which action shall be final. 
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  (b)  The board of supervisors of any county may donate real property for use 
in the location, construction and/or operation of a project as defined under Section 
57-75-5(f)(xviii) to one or more economic development authorities, economic 
development districts, industrial development authorities or similar public agencies 
created pursuant to state law that engage in economic or industrial development in the 
county, and any such public agencies may accept such donation of real property from the 
county.  Such public agencies also may transfer and convey among themselves, with or 
without consideration being paid or received, real property to be used in the location, 
construction and/or operation of such a project, and may accept such transfers or 
donations. 
 
 (2)  Any county or municipality in which there is to be constructed a project as 
defined in Section 57-75-5(f)(xxvi) or 57-75-5(f)(xxvii) is authorized to: 
 
  (a)  Acquire the site for such project and contribute the site to the enterprise 
owning or operating the project; 
 
  (b)  Apply for grants and loans and utilize the proceeds of such grants and 
loans for infrastructure related to the project; and 
 
  (c)  Enter into a lease agreement with the enterprise owning or operating the 
project for a term not to exceed ninety-nine (99) years. 
 
 (3)  (a)  As used in this subsection:  
 
   (i)  "Project" shall have the meaning ascribed to such term in Section 
57-75-5(f)(xxviii). 
 
   (ii)  "Public agency" means the county in which the project is located, 
any municipality located in the county, and/or any economic development authority, 
economic development district, industrial development authority or similar public agency 
created pursuant to state law that engages in economic or industrial development in the 
county or a municipality in the county. 
 
  (b)  Any county in which there is to be located a project is authorized to assist 
as provided in this paragraph in defraying the costs incurred or to be incurred by the 
enterprise establishing the project and any public agency in connection with the location, 
construction and/or operation of the project or any facilities or public infrastructure related 
to the project.  The county may provide such assistance by contributing or lending any 
sum approved for such purpose by the board of supervisors of the county, upon such 
terms as the board of supervisors may agree, to the entity that directly or indirectly incurs 
or will incur such costs or as otherwise provided in paragraph (c) of this subsection.  The 
proceeds of the contribution or loan shall be used by the recipient in connection with the 
location, construction and/or operation of the project or any facilities or public 
infrastructure related to the project. 
 
  (c)  In order to provide the amounts set forth in paragraph (b) of this 
subsection, any such county may appropriate monies from the county's general funds or 
provide such amounts from the proceeds of general obligation bonds, or any combination 
of the foregoing.  Any such county may issue the bonds for such purpose pursuant to the 
procedures for the issuance of bonds under Chapter 9, Title 19, Mississippi Code of 1972, 
or Section 19-5-99. 
 
  (d)  In any county in which there is to be located a project, the governing 
authorities of any public agency may: 
 
   (i)  Transfer and convey to the authority or the Mississippi 
Development Authority, with or without consideration being paid or received, any real 
and/or personal property for use in connection with the location, construction and/or 
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operation of the project or any facilities or public infrastructure related to the project, and 
the authority and the Mississippi Development Authority may accept such transfers or 
donations; 
 
   (ii)  Transfer and convey among themselves, with or without 
consideration being paid or received, any real and/or personal property for use in 
connection with the location, construction and/or operation of a project or any facilities or 
public infrastructure related to the project, and may accept such transfers or donations; 
and 
 
   (iii)  Make grants or other contributions of funds to one another for 
use in connection with the location, construction and/or operation of such a project or any 
facilities or public infrastructure related to the project, and may accept such grants or 
contributions of funds. 
 
  (e)  In any county in which there is to be located a project, the person, entity 
or other agency seeking to acquire any real property to be used in connection with the 
location, construction and/or operation of the project, shall be exempt with respect to such 
property from the requirements of Section 43-37-3(1)(b) and (c) if the purchase price for 
such property equals the lowest price negotiated between the owner of the property and 
the person, agency or other entity seeking to acquire the property, and at which the owner 
of the property is willing to sell the property. 
 
 (4)  (a)  As used in this subsection: 
 
   (i)  "Project" shall have the meaning ascribed to such term in Section 
57-75-5(f)(xxix). 
 
   (ii)  "Public agency" means the county in which the project is located, 
any municipality located in the county, and/or any economic development authority, 
economic development district, industrial development authority or similar public agency 
created pursuant to state law that engages in economic or industrial development in the 
county or a municipality in the county. 
 
   (iii)  "Board of education" shall have the meaning ascribed to such 
term in Section 29-3-1.1. 
 
   (iv)  "Superintendent of education" shall have the meaning ascribed 
to such term in Section 29-3-1.1. 
 
  (b)  In any county in which there is to be located a project, any public agency 
is authorized to assist as provided in this paragraph in defraying the costs incurred or to 
be incurred by the enterprise establishing the project and/or any public agency in 
connection with the location, construction and/or operation of the project or any facilities 
or public infrastructure related to the project.  Any such public agency may provide such 
assistance by contributing or lending any sum approved for such purpose by the 
governing authority of such public agency, upon such terms as the governing authority of 
such public agency may agree, to the entity or public agency that directly or indirectly 
incurs or will incur such costs or as otherwise provided in paragraph (c) of this subsection.  
The proceeds of the contribution or loan shall be used by the recipient in connection with 
the location, construction and/or operation of the project or any facilities or public 
infrastructure related to the project, including, without limitation, to defray the costs of site 
preparation, utilities, real estate purchases, purchase options and improvements, 
infrastructure, roads, rail improvements, public works, job training, as well as planning, 
design and environmental impact studies with respect to a project, and any other 
expenses approved by any such public agency. 
 
  (c)  In order to provide the amounts set forth in paragraph (b) of this 
subsection: 
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   (i)  Any such county may appropriate monies from the county's 
general funds or provide such amounts from the proceeds of general obligation bonds.  
Any such county may issue the bonds for such purpose pursuant to the procedures for 
the issuance of bonds under Chapter 9, Title 19, Mississippi Code of 1972, Section 
19-5-99 or in any other manner permitted by any local and private law or other general 
laws; and 
 
   (ii)  Any public agency may borrow or accept grants of such amounts 
from the authority or the Mississippi Development Authority for such duration and upon 
such terms and conditions approved by the governing authority of such public agency and 
the authority or Mississippi Development Authority, as applicable. 
 
  (d)  In any county in which there is to be located a project, the governing 
authority of any public agency may: 
 
   (i)  Transfer and convey to the authority or the Mississippi 
Development Authority, with or without consideration being paid or received, any real 
and/or personal property for use in connection with the location, construction and/or 
operation of the project or any facilities or public infrastructure related to the project, and 
the authority and the Mississippi Development Authority may accept such transfers or 
donations; 
 
   (ii)  Transfer and convey among themselves, with or without 
consideration being paid or received, any real and/or personal property for use in 
connection with the location, construction and/or operation of a project or any facilities or 
public infrastructure related to the project, and may accept such transfers or donations; 
 
   (iii)  Make grants or other contributions of funds to: 
 
    1.  One another for use in connection with the location, 
construction and/or operation of such a project or any facilities or public infrastructure 
related to the project, and may accept such grants or contributions of funds; and/or 
 
    2.  A local water association incorporated as a nonprofit 
corporation and located within such county for the purpose of defraying the costs incurred 
or to be incurred thereby in connection with water or wastewater-related infrastructure 
improvements, including an elevated water tank, located within the project area; and 
 
   (iv)  Make one or more periodic grants or other contributions of funds 
to an enterprise or affiliate thereof owning and/or operating a project in such amount or 
amounts approved by such governing authority, and enter into an agreement with such 
enterprise to make such periodic grants or other contributions of funds; however, the 
duration of any such obligation of the public agency to make such grants or other 
contributions shall not exceed thirty (30) years. 
 
  (e)  In any county in which there is to be located a project, the public agency 
seeking to acquire any real property to be used in connection with the location, 
construction and/or operation of the project, shall be exempt with respect to such property 
from the requirements of Section 43-37-3(1)(b) and (c) if the purchase price for such 
property equals the lowest price negotiated between the owner of the property and the 
public agency seeking to acquire the property, and at which the owner of the property is 
willing to sell the property, and any such public agency is further authorized to procure an 
option to purchase any such real property for such purchase price authorized by this 
subsection for the lowest option payment at which the owner of the property is willing to 
grant such option. 
 
  (f)  In any county in which there is to be located a project, upon the sale of 
any sixteenth section lands for industrial purposes as provided by law for such project, 
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the board of education controlling such lands, the superintendent of education and the 
Mississippi Development Authority, on behalf of the state, may sell and convey all minerals 
in, on and under any such lands for such consideration determined to be adequate by, 
and upon such terms and conditions prescribed by, such board of education, 
superintendent of education and the Mississippi Development Authority. 
 
  (g)  In any county in which there is to be located a project, the governing 
authority of the applicable public agency may enter into an agreement binding on future 
governing authorities, for any period not to exceed thirty (30) years to: 
 
   (i)  Waive any and all fees and expenses associated with building 
permits and privilege licenses required for the project; 
 
   (ii)  Establish and/or maintain a rate structure for water supplied to 
the project and wastewater received from the project, which shall be no higher than the 
lowest tariff prices for such water and wastewater charged to any customer of equal or 
lesser volume located within the boundaries of the public agency; 
 
   (iii)  Provide firefighting, hazardous materials emergency response, 
technical rescue and medical response assistance to the enterprise owning or operating 
the project; and 
 
   (iv)  Require any contractor hired by the public agency for purposes 
of entering onto the project site for such project to perform work-related to the provision 
of water supply or wastewater services, to procure customary liability insurance 
designating the enterprise owning or operating the project as an additional insured and to 
contractually indemnify such enterprise for any losses incurred by the enterprise as a 
result of such contractor's negligence and/or willful acts or omissions arising from the 
contractor's entry upon such project site. 
 
 (5)  (a)  As used in this subsection: 
 
   (i)  "Project" shall have the meaning ascribed to such term in Section 
57-75-5(f)(xxxi). 
 
   (ii)  "Public agency" means the county in which the project is located, 
any municipality located in the county, and/or any economic development authority, 
economic development district, industrial development authority, port authority or airport 
authority or similar public agency created pursuant to state law. 
 
   (iii)  "Board of education" shall have the meaning ascribed to such 
term in Section 29-3-1.1. 
 
   (iv)  "Superintendent of education" shall have the meaning ascribed 
to such term in Section 29-3-1.1. 
 
  (b)  In any county in which there is to be located a project, any public agency 
is authorized to assist as provided in this paragraph in defraying the costs incurred or to 
be incurred by the enterprise establishing the project and/or any public agency in 
connection with the location, construction and/or operation of the project or any facilities 
or public infrastructure related to the project.  Any such public agency may provide such 
assistance by contributing or lending any sum approved for such purpose by the 
governing authority of such public agency, upon such terms as the governing authority of 
such public agency may agree, to the entity or public agency that directly or indirectly 
incurs or will incur such costs or as otherwise provided in paragraph (c) of this subsection.  
The proceeds of the contribution or loan shall be used by the recipient in connection with 
the location, construction and/or operation of the project or any facilities or public 
infrastructure related to the project, including, without limitation, to defray the costs of site 
preparation, utilities, real estate purchases, purchase options and improvements, 
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infrastructure, roads, rail improvements, public works, job training, as well as planning, 
design and environmental impact studies with respect to a project, and any other 
expenses approved by any such public agency. 
 
  (c)  In order to provide the amounts set forth in paragraph (b) of this 
subsection: 
 
   (i)  Any such county may appropriate monies from the county's 
general funds or provide such amounts from the proceeds of general obligation bonds.  
Any such county may issue the bonds for such purpose pursuant to the procedures for 
the issuance of bonds under Chapter 9, Title 19, Mississippi Code of 1972, Section 
19-5-99 or in any other manner permitted by any local and private law or other general 
laws; and 
 
   (ii)  Any public agency may borrow or accept grants of such amounts 
from the authority or the Mississippi Development Authority for such duration and upon 
such terms and conditions approved by the governing authority of such public agency and 
the authority or Mississippi Development Authority, as applicable. 
 
  (d)  In any county in which there is to be located a project, the governing 
authorities of public agencies may: 
 
   (i)  Transfer and convey among themselves, with or without 
consideration being paid or received, any real and/or personal property for use in 
connection with the location, construction and/or operation of a project or any facilities or 
public infrastructure related to the project, and may accept such transfers or donations; 
 
   (ii)  Make grants or other contributions of funds to one another for use 
in connection with the location, construction and/or operation of such a project or any 
facilities or public infrastructure related to the project, and may accept such grants or 
contributions of funds; and 
 
   (iii)  Make one or more grants or other contributions of funds to an 
enterprise or affiliate thereof owning and/or operating a project in such amount or amounts 
approved by such governing authority, and enter into an agreement with such enterprise 
to make such grants or other contributions of funds; however, the duration of any such 
obligation of the public agency to make such grants or other contributions shall not exceed 
thirty (30) years. 
 
  (e)  In any county in which there is to be located a project, the public agency 
seeking to acquire any real property to be used in connection with the location, 
construction and/or operation of the project, shall be exempt with respect to such property 
from the requirements of Section 43-37-3(1)(b) and (c) if the purchase price for such 
property equals the lowest price negotiated between the owner of the property and the 
public agency seeking to acquire the property, and at which the owner of the property is 
willing to sell the property, and any such public agency is further authorized to procure an 
option to purchase any such real property for such purchase price authorized by this 
subsection for the lowest option payment at which the owner of the property is willing to 
grant such option. 
 
  (f)  In any county in which there is to be located a project, upon the sale of 
land owned by an industrial development authority, port authority or airport authority for 
industrial purposes as provided by law for such project, the governing authorities 
controlling such lands may sell and convey all minerals in, on and under any such lands 
for such consideration determined to be adequate by, and upon such terms and conditions 
prescribed by, such governing authority or may otherwise enter into a written agreement 
with the enterprise owning and/or operating such project pursuant to which such 
governing authority of the industrial development authority, port authority or airport 
authority, as the case may be, may agree to perpetually refrain from using the surface of 
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such land upon which the project is located to access any minerals located thereunder in 
which such public agency has a retained ownership interest.  Any such written agreement 
shall be binding upon future governing authorities. 
 
  (g)  In any county in which there is to be located a project, the governing 
authority of the applicable public agency may enter into an agreement binding on future 
governing authorities, for any period not to exceed thirty (30) years to: 
 
   (i)  Waive any and all fees and expenses associated with building 
permits and privilege licenses required for the project; 
 
   (ii)  Establish and/or maintain a rate structure for water supplied to 
the project and wastewater received from the project, which shall be no higher than the 
lowest tariff prices for such water and wastewater charged to any customer of equal or 
lesser volume located within the boundaries of the public agency; and 
 
   (iii)  Require any contractor hired by the public agency for purposes 
of entering onto the project site for such project to perform work related to the provision 
of water supply or wastewater services, to procure customary liability insurance 
designating the enterprise owning or operating the project as an additional insured and to 
contractually indemnify such enterprise for any losses incurred by the enterprise as a 
result of such contractor's negligence and/or willful acts or omissions arising from the 
contractor's entry upon such project site. 
 
 (6)  (a)  As used in this subsection: 
 
   (i)  "Project" shall have the meaning ascribed to such term in Section 
57-75-5(f)(xxxii). 
 
   (ii)  "Public agency" means the county in which the project is located, 
any municipality located in the county, and/or any economic development authority, 
economic development district, industrial development authority, port authority, airport 
authority, public utility or similar public agency created pursuant to state law. 
 
  (b)  In any county in which there is to be located a project, any public agency 
is authorized to assist as provided in this paragraph in defraying the costs incurred or to 
be incurred by the enterprise establishing the project and/or any public agency in 
connection with the location, construction and/or operation of the project or any facilities 
or public infrastructure related to the project.  Any such public agency may provide such 
assistance by contributing or lending any sum approved for such purpose by the 
governing authority of such public agency, upon such terms as the governing authority of 
such public agency may agree, to the entity or public agency that directly or indirectly 
incurs or will incur such costs or as otherwise provided in paragraph (c) of this subsection.  
The proceeds of the contribution or loan shall be used by the recipient in connection with 
the location, construction and/or operation of the project or any facilities or public 
infrastructure related to the project, including, without limitation, to defray the costs of site 
preparation, utilities, real estate purchases, purchase options and improvements, 
infrastructure, roads, rail improvements, public works, job training, as well as planning, 
design and environmental impact studies with respect to a project, and any other 
expenses approved by any such public agency.  Any such public agency may alternatively 
provide such assistance by undertaking the acquisition of real and/or personal property, 
or interests therein, with respect to, and the design, engineering, construction and 
installation of, any facilities or public infrastructure related to the project regardless of 
whether it is authorized by applicable statutes to operate such facilities or public 
infrastructure and/or provide any utility services therefrom following the completion 
thereof; provided that, if the public agency is authorized by applicable statutes to operate 
such facilities or public infrastructure following the completion thereof, such public agency 
may transfer, and if the public agency is not authorized by applicable statutes to operate 
such facilities or public infrastructure and/or provide any utility services therefrom following 
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the completion thereof, the public agency shall transfer, such facilities or public 
infrastructure to another public agency that is authorized by applicable statutes to operate 
such facilities or public infrastructure and/or provide any utility services therefrom. 
 
  (c)  In order to provide the amounts or otherwise perform any permitted 
actions set forth in paragraph (b) of this subsection: 
 
   (i)  Any such county may appropriate monies from the county's 
general funds or provide such amounts from the proceeds of general obligation bonds or 
other indebtedness permitted by any local and private law or other general laws.  Any 
such county may issue the bonds for such purpose pursuant to the procedures for the 
issuance of bonds under Chapter 9, Title 19, Mississippi Code of 1972, Section 19-5-99 
or in any other manner permitted by any local and private law or other general laws; and  
 
   (ii)  Any public agency may borrow or accept grants or other funds of 
such amounts from the authority or the Mississippi Development Authority for such 
duration and upon such terms and conditions approved by the governing authority of such 
public agency and the authority or Mississippi Development Authority, as applicable. 
 
   (iii)  Any such county may enter into one or more agreements with the 
authority or Mississippi Development Authority approved by the board of supervisors of 
the county and, as applicable, to remit to the authority or Mississippi Development 
Authority, as applicable, on an annual or other periodic basis for a duration up to thirty 
(30) years, a portion of any fee-in-lieu of ad valorem taxes, together with a portion of any 
county ad valorem taxes, derived from the project.  Any such written agreement shall be 
binding upon future boards of supervisors of the county. 
 
  (d)  In any county in which there is to be located a project, the governing 
authorities of public agencies may: 
 
   (i)  Transfer and convey among themselves, or to the authority, the 
Mississippi Development Authority, the Mississippi Department of Transportation or any 
other state agency, with or without consideration being paid or received, any real and/or 
personal property for use in connection with the location, construction and/or operation of 
a project or any facilities or public infrastructure related to the project, and may accept 
such transfers or donations; 
 
   (ii)  Make grants or other contributions of funds to any public agency 
and/or any local water association incorporated as a nonprofit corporation and located 
within such county for the purpose of defraying the costs incurred or to be incurred thereby 
in connection with water or wastewater-related infrastructure improvements, including one 
or more water tanks, related to the project, and/or undertake the acquisition of real and/or 
personal property, or interests therein, with respect to, and the design, engineering, 
construction and installation of, any water or wastewater-related infrastructure, including 
one or more water tanks, related to the project, and thereafter transfer and convey to any 
other public agency and/or any local water association any real and/or personal property 
for use in connection with water or wastewater-related infrastructure improvements, 
including one or more water tanks, related to the project, in consideration solely of the 
acceptance by the public agency and/or the local water association, as applicable, of such 
improvements and its agreement to operate the improvements to provide water or 
wastewater-related services to the project; 
 
   (iii)  Make grants or other contributions of funds to a municipality 
located within such county for the purpose of defraying the costs incurred or to be incurred 
thereby in connection with natural gas-related infrastructure improvements related to the 
project, and/or undertake the acquisition of real and/or personal property, or interests 
therein, with respect to, and the design, engineering, construction and installation of, any 
natural gas-related infrastructure improvements related to the project, and thereafter 
transfer and convey to any such municipality any real and/or personal property for use in 
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connection with natural gas-related infrastructure improvements related to the project, in 
consideration solely of the acceptance by the municipality of such improvements and its 
agreement to operate the improvements to provide natural gas-related services to the 
project; 
 
   (iv)  Make grants or other contributions of funds to one another, or to 
the authority, the Mississippi Development Authority, the Mississippi Department of 
Transportation or any other state agency, for use in connection with the location, 
construction and/or operation of such a project or any facilities or public infrastructure 
related to the project, and may accept such grants or contributions of funds; 
 
   (v)  Make one or more grants or other contributions of funds to an 
enterprise or affiliate thereof owning and/or operating a project in such amount or amounts 
approved by such governing authority, and enter into an agreement with such enterprise 
that is binding on future governing authorities to make such grants or other contributions 
of funds; however, the duration of any such obligation of the public agency to make such 
grants or other contributions shall not exceed thirty (30) years; and  
 
   (vi)  Provide firefighting, hazardous materials emergency response, 
technical rescue and medical response assistance to the enterprise owning or operating 
the project, and enter into an agreement binding on future governing authorities with such 
enterprise to provide such firefighting, hazardous materials emergency response, 
technical rescue and medical response assistance for a term not to exceed thirty (30) 
years, to be determined by the governing authority of the public agency entering into such 
agreement. 
 
  (e)  In any county in which there is to be located a project, the public agency 
seeking to acquire any real property to be used in connection with the location, 
construction and/or operation of the project or any facilities or public infrastructure related 
to the project, shall be exempt with respect to such property from the requirements of 
Section 43-37-3(1)(b) and (c) if the purchase price for such property equals the lowest 
price negotiated between the owner of the property and the public agency seeking to 
acquire the property, and at which the owner of the property is willing to sell the property, 
and any such public agency is further authorized to procure an option to purchase any 
such real property for such purchase price authorized by this subsection for the lowest 
option payment at which the owner of the property is willing to grant such option. 
 
  (f)  In any county in which there is to be located a 
 
project, upon the conveyance or other disposition of land owned by a public agency for 
industrial purposes as provided by law for such project, the governing authority of the 
public agency controlling such lands may enter into a written agreement with the 
enterprise owning and/or operating such project pursuant to which such governing 
authority may agree to perpetually refrain from using the surface of such land upon which 
the project is located to access any minerals located thereunder in which such public 
agency has a retained ownership interest.  Any such written agreement shall be binding 
upon future governing authorities. 
 
  (g)  In any county in which there is to be located a project, the governing 
authority of the applicable public agency may enter into an agreement binding on future 
governing authorities, for any period not to exceed thirty (30) years to: 
 
   (i)  Waive any and all fees and expenses associated with building 
permits and privilege licenses required for the project; 
 
   (ii)  Establish and/or maintain a rate structure for water and natural 
gas supplied to the project and wastewater received from the project, which shall be no 
higher than the lowest tariff prices for such water, natural gas and wastewater charged to 
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any customer of equal or lesser volume located within the boundaries of the public 
agency; and 
 
   (iii)  Require any contractor hired by the public agency for purposes 
of entering onto the project site for such project to perform work related to the provision 
of water or natural gas supply or wastewater services, to procure customary liability 
insurance designating the enterprise owning or operating the project as an additional 
insured and to contractually indemnify such enterprise for any losses incurred by the 
enterprise as a result of such contractor's negligence and/or willful acts or omissions 
arising from the contractor's entry upon such project site. 
 
 (7)  (a)  As used in this subsection: 
 
   (i)  "Project" shall have the meaning ascribed to such term in Section 
57-75-5(f)(xxxiii). 
 
   (ii)  "Public agency" means the county in which the project is located, 
any municipality located in the county, and/or any economic development authority, 
economic development district, industrial development authority, port authority, airport 
authority, public utility or similar public agency created pursuant to state law. 
 
   (iii)  "Board of education" shall have the meaning ascribed to such 
term in Section 29-3-1.1. 
 
   (iv)  "Superintendent of education" shall have the meaning ascribed 
to such term in Section 29-3-1.1. 
 
  (b)  In any county in which there is to be located a project, any public agency 
is authorized to assist as provided in this paragraph in defraying the costs incurred or to 
be incurred by the enterprise establishing the project and/or any public agency in 
connection with the location, construction and/or operation of the project or any facilities 
or public infrastructure related to the project.  Any such public agency may provide such 
assistance by contributing or lending any sum approved for such purpose by the 
governing authority of such public agency, upon such terms as the governing authority of 
such public agency may agree, to the entity or public agency that directly or indirectly 
incurs or will incur such costs or as otherwise provided in paragraph (c) of this subsection.  
The proceeds of the contribution or loan shall be used by the recipient in connection with 
the location, construction and/or operation of the project or any facilities or public 
infrastructure related to the project, including, without limitation, to defray the costs of site 
preparation, utilities, real estate purchases, purchase options and improvements, 
infrastructure, roads, rail improvements, public works, job training, as well as planning, 
design and environmental impact studies with respect to a project, and any other 
expenses approved by any such public agency.  Any such public agency may alternatively 
provide such assistance by undertaking the acquisition of real and/or personal property, 
or interests therein, with respect to, and the design, engineering, construction and 
installation of, any facilities or public infrastructure related to the project regardless of 
whether it is the public agency authorized by applicable statutes to operate such facilities 
or public infrastructure and/or provide any utility services therefrom following the 
completion thereof; provided that, if the public agency is authorized by applicable statutes 
to operate such facilities or public infrastructure following the completion thereof, such 
public agency may transfer, and if the public agency is not authorized by applicable 
statutes to operate such facilities or public infrastructure and/or provide any utility services 
therefrom following the completion thereof, the public agency shall transfer such facilities 
or public infrastructure to another public agency that is authorized by applicable statutes 
to operate such facilities or public infrastructure and/or provide any utility services 
therefrom. 
 
  (c)  In order to provide the amounts or otherwise perform any permitted 
actions set forth in paragraph (b) of this subsection: 
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   (i)  Any such county may appropriate monies from the county's 
general fund or provide such amounts from the proceeds of general obligation bonds or 
other indebtedness permitted by any local and private law or other general laws.  Any 
such county may issue the bonds for such purpose pursuant to the procedures for the 
issuance of bonds under Title 19, Chapter 9, Mississippi Code of 1972, Section 19-5-99 
or in any other manner permitted by any local and private law or other general laws; 
 
   (ii)  Any public agency may borrow or accept grants or other funds of 
such amounts from the authority or the Mississippi Development Authority for such 
duration and upon such terms and conditions approved by the governing authority of such 
public agency and the authority or Mississippi Development Authority, as applicable; and 
 
   (iii)  Any such county and/or municipality may enter into one or more 
agreements with the authority or Mississippi Development Authority approved by the 
board of supervisors of such county and/or the governing authority of such municipality, 
as applicable, to remit to the authority or Mississippi Development Authority, as applicable, 
on an annual or other periodic basis for a duration up to thirty (30) years, a portion of any 
fee-in-lieu of ad valorem taxes, together with a portion of any ad valorem taxes that the 
county and/or municipality derives from the project.  Any such written agreement shall be 
binding upon future governing authorities of the county and/or municipality, as applicable. 
 
  (d)  In any county in which there is to be located a project, the governing 
authorities of public agencies may: 
 
   (i)  Transfer and convey among themselves, or to the authority, the 
Mississippi Development Authority, the Mississippi Department of Transportation or any 
other state agency, with or without consideration being paid or received, any real and/or 
personal property for use in connection with the location, construction and/or operation of 
a project or any facilities or public infrastructure related to the project, and may accept 
such transfers or donations; 
 
   (ii)  Make grants or other contributions of funds to any public agency 
and/or any local water association incorporated as a nonprofit corporation and located 
within such county for the purpose of defraying the costs incurred or to be incurred thereby 
in connection with water or wastewater-related infrastructure improvements, including one 
or more water tanks, related to the project, and/or undertake the acquisition of real and/or 
personal property, or interests therein, with respect to, and the design, engineering, 
construction and installation of, any water or wastewater-related infrastructure, including 
one or more water tanks, related to the project, and thereafter transfer and convey to any 
other public agency and/or any local water association any real and/or personal property 
for use in connection with water or wastewater-related infrastructure improvements, 
including one or more water tanks, related to the project, in consideration solely of the 
acceptance by the public agency and/or the local water association, as applicable, of such 
improvements and its agreement to operate the improvements to provide water or 
wastewater-related services to the project; 
 
   (iii)  Make grants or other contributions of funds to one another, or to 
the authority, the Mississippi Development Authority, the Mississippi Department of 
Transportation or any other state agency, for use in connection with the location, 
construction and/or operation of such a project or any facilities or public infrastructure 
related to the project, and may accept such grants or contributions of funds; 
 
   (iv)  Make one or more grants or other contributions of funds to an 
enterprise or affiliate thereof owning and/or operating a project in such amount or amounts 
approved by such governing authority, and enter into an agreement with such enterprise 
that is binding on future governing authorities to make such grants or other contributions 
of funds; however, the duration of any such obligation of the public agency to make such 
grants or other contributions shall not exceed thirty (30) years; and 
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   (v)  Provide firefighting, hazardous materials emergency response, 
technical rescue and medical response assistance to the enterprise owning or operating 
the project, and enter into an agreement binding on future governing authorities with such 
enterprise to provide such firefighting, hazardous materials emergency response, 
technical rescue and medical response assistance for a term not to exceed thirty (30) 
years, to be determined by the governing authority of the public agency entering into such 
agreement. 
 
  (e)  In any county in which there is to be located a project, the public agency 
seeking to acquire any real property to be used in connection with the location, 
construction and/or operation of the project or any facilities or public infrastructure related 
to the project, shall be exempt with respect to such property from the requirements of 
Section 43-37-3(1)(b) and (c) if the purchase price for such property equals the lowest 
price negotiated between the owner of the property and the public agency seeking to 
acquire the property, and at which the owner of the property is willing to sell the property, 
and any such public agency is further authorized to procure an option to purchase any 
such real property for such purchase price authorized by this subsection for the lowest 
option payment at which the owner of the property is willing to grant such option. 
 
  (f)  In any county in which there is to be located a project * * *: 
 
   (i)  Upon the conveyance or other disposition of land owned by a 
public agency for industrial purposes as provided by law for such project, the governing 
authority of the public agency controlling such lands may enter into a written agreement 
with the enterprise owning and/or operating such project pursuant to which such 
governing authority may agree to perpetually refrain from using the surface of such land 
upon which the project is located to access any minerals located thereunder in which such 
public agency has a retained ownership interest.  Any such written agreement shall be 
binding upon future governing authorities. 
 
   (ii)  Upon the sale of any sixteenth section lands for industrial 
purposes as provided by law for such project, the board of education controlling such 
lands, the superintendent of education and the Mississippi Development Authority, acting 
in concert on behalf of the state, may sell and convey all minerals in, on and under any 
such lands for such consideration determined to be adequate by, and upon such terms 
and conditions prescribed by, the board of education, the superintendent of education and 
the Mississippi Development Authority, or may otherwise enter into a written agreement 
with the enterprise owning or operating such project pursuant to which the board of 
education, the superintendent of education and the Mississippi Development Authority 
may agree to perpetually refrain from using the surface of such sixteenth section land 
upon which the project is located to access any minerals located thereunder in which the 
state has a retained ownership interest.  Any such written agreement shall be binding 
upon future governing authorities. 
 
  (g)  In any county in which there is to be located a project, the governing 
authority of the applicable public agency may enter into an agreement binding on future 
governing authorities, for any period not to exceed thirty (30) years, to: 
 
   (i)  Waive or reduce any fees and expenses associated with building 
permits and privilege licenses required for the project; 
 
   (ii)  Establish and/or maintain a rate structure for potable water to the 
project, nonpotable and treated, reclaimed wastewater supplied to the project for 
nonpotable purposes, and wastewater received from the project, which rates shall be 
established and/or maintained, as applicable, in the manner prescribed by state law and 
the local tariffs of the public agency providing such water and accepting such wastewater; 
and 
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   (iii)  Require any contractor hired by the public agency for purposes 
of entering onto the project site for such project to perform work related to the provision 
of water or wastewater services, to procure customary liability insurance designating the 
enterprise owning or operating the project as an additional insured and to contractually 
indemnify such enterprise for any losses incurred by the enterprise as a result of such 
contractor's negligence and/or willful acts or omissions arising from the contractor's entry 
upon such project site. 
 
  (h)  In any county in which there is to be located a project, the governing 
authority of any public agency accepting and treating wastewater from the project may 
provide and sell to any public agency providing water to the project treated, reclaimed 
wastewater supplied for nonpotable purposes for resale by such public agency providing 
water to the project to any enterprise or affiliate thereof owning and/or operating the 
project or any portion thereof for use in the operation of the project for cooling or other 
exclusively nonpotable purposes.  Such public agencies may enter into an agreement 
binding on future governing authorities thereof, for any period designated thereby, to 
memorialize the terms and conditions of the provision, sale and use of treated, reclaimed 
wastewater supplied for nonpotable purposes to the project, including, but not limited to, 
the rates applicable for such reclaimed wastewater supplied for nonpotable purposes. 
 
 (8)  The powers and authority granted in this section are an additional, alternative 
and supplemental method for doing the things authorized by this section and are 
additional and supplemental to, and not in derogation of, any other powers conferred by 
law. 
 
 SECTION 3.  This act shall take effect and be in force from and after July 1, 2025. 
 
 Further, amend by striking the title in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 
 
 
 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 29-3-29, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO 
PROVIDE AN EXCEPTION TO THE RESERVATION OF MINERALS IN, ON AND 
UNDER CERTAIN SIXTEENTH SECTION LANDS CONVEYED FOR INDUSTRIAL 
DEVELOPMENT; TO AMEND SECTION 57-75-37, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO 
AUTHORIZE THE SALE OF CERTAIN SIXTEENTH SECTION MINERAL INTERESTS 
TO THE ENTERPRISES OWNING OR OPERATING CERTAIN PROJECTS, OR TO 
AUTHORIZE THE PERPETUAL WAIVER OF THE RIGHT TO USE THE SURFACE OF 
SUCH SIXTEENTH SECTION LANDS FOR EXPLORATION OR PRODUCTION OF 
MINERALS; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 
 
 
 Committee Amendment No. 1 to H. B. No. 246 was adopted. 
 
 YEAS AND NAYS On H. B. No. 246.  On motion of Senator DeBar, the rules were 
suspended, the bill considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and nays 
being taken, it passed as amended, title standing as stated, by the following vote: 
 
 Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan, 
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins, 
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, 
McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, Seymour, 
Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, Thompson, 
Turner-Ford, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger.  Total--50. 
 Nays--None. 
 Absent and those not voting--Parks.  Total--1. 
 Vacancies--1. 
 



SENATE JOURNAL 
THURSDAY, MARCH 6, 2025 

 

969 

__________ 
 
 Senator Wiggins called up the following House Amendment to S. B. No. 2768 and 
moved that the Senate decline to concur in the Amendment, and invite conference, and 
the motion prevailed. 
 
 AMENDMENT NO. 1: 
 
 Amend by striking all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 
 
 
 SECTION 1.  Section 9-7-1, Mississippi Code of 1972, is brought forward as 
follows: 
 
 9-7-1.  A circuit judge shall be elected for and from each circuit court district and 
the listing of individual precincts shall be those precincts as they existed on October 1, 
1990.  He may hold court in any other district with the consent of the judge thereof, when 
in their opinion the public interest may require.  The terms of all circuit judges hereafter 
elected shall begin on the first day of January 1931 and their terms of office shall continue 
for four (4) years.  A circuit judge shall be a resident of the district in which he or she 
serves but shall not be required to be a resident of a subdistrict if the district is divided into 
subdistricts. 
 
 SECTION 2.  Section 9-7-3, Mississippi Code of 1972, is brought forward as 
follows: 
 
 9-7-3.  (1)  The state is divided into an appropriate number of circuit court districts 
severally numbered and composed of the counties as set forth in the sections which 
follow.  A court to be styled "The Circuit Court of the County of ____" shall be held in each 
county, and within each judicial district of a county having two (2) judicial districts, at least 
twice a year.  Court shall be held in circuit court districts consisting of a single county on 
the same dates state agencies and political subdivisions are open for business excluding 
legal holidays.  The dates upon which terms shall commence and the number of days for 
which the terms shall continue in circuit court districts consisting of more than one (1) 
county shall be set by order of the circuit court judge in accordance with the provisions of 
subsection (2) of this section.  A matter in court may extend past a term if the interest of 
justice so requires. 
 
 (2)  An order establishing the commencement and continuation of terms of court 
for each of the counties within a circuit court district consisting of more than one (1) county 
shall be entered annually and not later than October 1 of the year immediately preceding 
the calendar year for which the terms of court are to become effective.  Notice of the dates 
upon which the terms of court shall commence and the number of days for which the 
terms shall continue in each of the counties within a circuit court district shall be posted in 
the office of the circuit clerk of each county within the district and mailed to the office of 
the Secretary of State for publication and distribution to all Mississippi Bar members.  If 
an order is not timely entered, the terms of court for each of the counties within any circuit 
court district shall remain unchanged for the next calendar year.  A certified copy of any 
order entered under the provisions of this subsection shall, immediately upon the entry 
thereof, be delivered to the clerk of the board of supervisors in each of the counties within 
the circuit court district. 
 
 (3)  The number of judges in each circuit court district shall be determined by the 
Legislature based upon the following criteria: 
 
  (a)  The population of the district; 
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  (b)  The number of cases filed in the district; 
 
  (c)  The case load of each judge in the district; 
 
  (d)  The geographic area of the district; 
 
  (e)  An analysis of the needs of the district by the court personnel of the 
district; and 
 
  (f)  Any other appropriate criteria. 
 
 (4)  The Judicial College of the University of Mississippi Law Center and the 
Administrative Office of Courts shall determine the appropriate: 
 
  (a)  Specific data to be collected as a basis for applying the above criteria; 
 
  (b)  Method of collecting and maintaining the specified data; and 
 
  (c)  Method of assimilating the specified data. 
 
 (5)  In a district having more than one (1) office of circuit judge, there shall be no 
distinction whatsoever in the powers, duties and emoluments of those offices except that 
the judge who has been for the longest time continuously a judge of that court or, should 
no judge have served longer in office than the others, the judge who has been for the 
longest time a member of The Mississippi Bar, shall be the senior judge.  The senior judge 
shall have the right to assign causes and dockets and to set terms in districts consisting 
of more than one (1) county.  A circuit court judge shall have the right to assign criminal 
matters to county court as provided in Section 9-9-21. 
 
 SECTION 3.  Section 9-7-5, Mississippi Code of 1972, is brought forward as 
follows: 
 
 9-7-5.  The First Circuit Court District is composed of the following counties: 
 
  (a)  Alcorn County; 
 
  (b)  Itawamba County; 
 
  (c)  Lee County; 
 
  (d)  Monroe County; 
 
  (e)  Pontotoc County; 
 
  (f)  Prentiss County; and 
 
  (g)  Tishomingo County. 
 
 SECTION 4.  Section 9-7-7, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
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 [Until January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-7-7.  (1)  There shall be four (4) judges for the First Circuit Court District. 
 
 (2)  The four (4) judgeships shall be separate and distinct and denominated for 
purposes of appointment and election only as "Place One," "Place Two," "Place Three" 
and "Place Four."  The judge to fill Place One must reside in Alcorn, Prentiss or 
Tishomingo County.  The judges to fill Place Two and Place Three must reside in 
Itawamba, Lee, Monroe or Pontotoc County.  The judge to fill Place Four may be a resident 
of any county in the district.  Election of the four (4) offices of judge shall be by election to 
be held in every county within the First Circuit Court District. 
 
 [From January 1, 2027, until January 1, 2031, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-7-7.  (1)  There shall be four (4) judges for the First Circuit Court District. 
 
 (2)  The four (4) judgeships shall be separate and distinct and denominated for 
purposes of appointment and election only as "Place One," "Place Two," "Place Three" 
and "Place Four."  The judge to fill Place One must reside in Alcorn, Prentiss or 
Tishomingo County.  The judges to fill Place Two and Place Three * * * may be a resident 
of any county in this district.  The judge to fill Place Four * * * shall be a resident of 
Itawamba, Monroe or Pontotoc County.  Election of the four (4) offices of judge shall be 
by election to be held in every county within the First Circuit Court District. 
 
 [From and after January 1, 2031, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-7-7.  (1)  There shall be * * * five (5) judges for the First Circuit Court District. 
 
 (2)  The * * * five (5) judgeships shall be separate and distinct and denominated for 
purposes of appointment and election only as "Place One," "Place Two," "Place 
Three", * * *"Place Four * * *" and "Place Five".  The judge to fill Place One must reside in 
Alcorn, Prentiss or Tishomingo County.  The judges to fill Place Two and Place Three * * * 
may be a resident of any county.  The judge to fill Place Four * * * shall be a resident of 
Itawamba, Monroe or Pontotoc County.  Election of the four (4) offices of judge shall be 
by election to be held in every county within the First Circuit Court District.  The judge to 
fill Place Five must reside and be elected from any of the following precincts in Lee 
County:  Auburn, Baldwin, Beech Springs, Belden, Birmingham Ridge, Bissell, Cedar Hill, 
Eggville, Euclautubba, Fellowship, Friendship, Gilvo, Guntown, Hebron, Kedron, 
Mooreville, Nettleton, Petersburg, Plantersville, Pratts, Richmond, Saltillo, Tupelo 1, 
Tupelo 2, Tupelo 3, Tupelo 4 North, Tupelo 4 South, Tupelo 5, Unity and Veteran's Park 
and the following precincts in Monroe County:  Amory 1, Amory 2, Athens, Bartahatchie, 
Becker, Greenwood Springs, Hamilton, Hatley, Lackey, North Greenwood Springs, 
Parham, Smithville and Williams. 
 
 SECTION 5.  Section 9-7-9, Mississippi Code of 1972, is brought forward as 
follows: 
 
 9-7-9.  The Second Circuit Court District is composed of the following counties: 
 
  (a)  Hancock County; 
 
  (b)  Harrison County; and 
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  (c)  Stone County. 
 
 SECTION 6.  Section 9-7-11, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 9-7-11.  (1)  There shall be four (4) judges for the Second Circuit Court District. 
 
 (2)  The four (4) judgeships shall be separate and distinct and denominated for 
purposes of appointment and election only as "Place One * * *", "Place Two * * *", "Place 
Three" and "Place Four." 
 
 SECTION 7.  Section 9-7-13, Mississippi Code of 1972, is brought forward as 
follows: 
 
 9-7-13.  The Third Circuit Court District is composed of the following counties: 
 
  (a)  Benton County; 
 
  (b)  Calhoun County; 
 
  (c)  Chickasaw County; 
 
  (d)  Lafayette County; 
 
  (e)  Marshall County; 
 
  (f)  Tippah County; and 
 
  (g)  Union County. 
 
 SECTION 8.  Section 9-7-14, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 [Until January 1, 2031, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-7-14.  (1)  There shall be three (3) judges for the Third Circuit Court District. 
 
 (2)  The three (3) judgeships shall be separate and distinct and denominated for 
purposes of appointment and election only as "Place One," "Place Two" and "Place 
Three." 
 
 [From and after January 1, 2031, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-7-14.  (1)  There shall be * * * four (4) judges for the Third Circuit Court District. 
 
 (2)  The * * * four (4) judgeships shall be separate and distinct and denominated 
for purposes of appointment and election only as "Place One," "Place Two" * * *, "Place 
Three * * *" and "Place Four".  The judges to fill Place One and Place Two may be a 
resident of any county in the district.  The judge to fill Place Three may be a resident of 
any county in the district, except for Lafayette County.  The judge to fill Place Four shall 
be a resident of Lafayette County. 
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 SECTION 9.  Section 9-7-15, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 [Until January 1, 2031, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-7-15.  (1)  The Fourth Circuit Court District shall be composed of the following 
counties: 
 
  (a)  Leflore County; 
 
  (b)  Sunflower County; and 
 
  (c)  Washington County. 
 
 (2)  The Fourth Circuit Court District shall be divided into four (4) subdistricts as 
follows: 
 
  (a)  Subdistrict 4-1 shall consist of the following precincts in the following 
counties: 
 
   (i)  Leflore County:  Minter City, Money, North Greenwood, * * * 
Northeast Greenwood, Schlater, West Greenwood, Mississippi Valley State 
University * * *, Southeast Greenwood and West Greenwood Precincts; and 
 
   (ii)  Sunflower County:  Ruleville, Rome, Sunflower Plantation, Drew, 
Doddsville, Boyer-Linn, Fairview-Hale and Ruleville North Precincts. 
 
  (b)  Subdistrict 4-2 shall consist of the following precincts in the following 
counties: 
 
   (i)  Leflore County:  Central Greenwood, East Greenwood, Morgan 
City/Swiftown, North Itta Bena, Rising Sun, Sidon, South Greenwood, South Itta Bena, 
Southwest Greenwood; 
 
   ( * * *ii)  Sunflower County:  Indianola 1, Sunflower, Indianola 3 North, 
Indianola 3 South, Indianola Southeast and Indianola 3 Northeast Precincts; and 
 
   ( * * *iii)  Washington County:  Darlove Baptist Church, Extension 
Building, * * * Jakes Chapel M.B. Church, Lake Vista Masonic Lodge, American Legion, 
Metcalfe City Hall, Elks Club, Leland Rotary Club, Leland Health Department Clinic, * * * 
St. James Episcopal Church and Washington County Convention Center*. 
 
  (c)  Subdistrict 4-3 shall consist of the following precincts in the following 
counties: 
 
 * * * 
 
   ( * * *i)  Sunflower County:  Moorhead, Inverness, Indianola 2 West 
and Indianola 2 East Precincts; and 
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   ( * * *ii)  Washington County:  Arcola * * * Technology Center*, 
Hollandale City Hall * * * and Darlove Baptist Church* * * *. 
 
  (d)  Subdistrict 4-4 shall consist of the following precincts in Washington 
County:  Arcola Technology Center*, St. James Episcopal Church*, Swiftwater Baptist 
Church, Glen Allan Health Clinic, * * * Elks Club*, Ward's Recreation Center, Buster Brown 
Community Center, * * * Extension Building, Covenant Presbyterian, Jakes Chapel M.B. 
Church* Brent Center, * * * Tampa Drive and * * * Washington County Convention Center 
Precincts. 
 
 (3)  The local contributions required for the maintenance of the Fourth Circuit Court 
District shall be paid on a pro rata basis each by Leflore, Sunflower and Washington 
Counties. 
 
 [From and after January 1, 2031, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-7-15.  * * * The Fourth Circuit Court District shall be composed of the following 
counties: 
 
  (a)  Holmes County; 
 
  (b)  Humphreys County; 
 
  ( * * *c)  Leflore County; 
 
  ( * * *d)  Sunflower County; and 
 
  ( * * *e)  Washington County. 
 
 * * * 
 
 SECTION 10.  Section 9-7-17, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 [Until January 1, 2031, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-7-17.  There shall be four (4) circuit judges for the Fourth Circuit Court District.  
One (1) circuit judge shall be elected from each subdistrict. 
 
 [From and after January 1, 2031, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-7-17.  (1)  There shall be * * * three (3) circuit judges for the Fourth Circuit Court 
District.  One (1) circuit judge shall be elected from each subdistrict. 
 
 (2)  The three (3) judgeships shall be separate and distinct and denominated for 
purposes of appointment and election only as "Place One", "Place Two" and "Place 
Three".  The judge to fill Place One shall be a resident of Washington County.  The judge 
to fill Place Two shall be a resident of Leflore, Holmes or Humphreys County.  The judge 
to fill Place Three may be a resident of any county in the district. 
 
 SECTION 11.  Section 9-7-19, Mississippi Code of 1972, is brought forward as 
follows: 
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 9-7-19.  The Fifth Circuit Court District is composed of the following counties: 
 
  (a)  Attala County; 
 
  (b)  Carroll County; 
 
  (c)  Choctaw County; 
 
  (d)  Grenada County; 
 
  (e)  Montgomery County; 
 
  (f)  Webster County; and 
 
  (g)  Winston County. 
 
 SECTION 12.  Section 9-7-20, Mississippi Code of 1972, is brought forward as 
follows: 
 
 9-7-20.  (1)  There shall be two (2) judges for the Fifth Circuit Court District. 
 
 (2)  The two (2) judgeships shall be separate and distinct and denominated for 
purposes of appointment and election only as "Place One" and "Place Two." 
 
 SECTION 13.  Section 9-7-21, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 [Until January 1, 2031, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-7-21.  (1)  The Sixth Circuit Court District is composed of the following counties: 
 
  (a)  Adams County; 
 
  (b)  Amite County; 
 
  (c)  Franklin County; and 
 
  (d)  Wilkinson County. 
 
 (2)  The Sixth Circuit Court District shall be divided into two (2) subdistricts as 
follows: 
 
  (a)  Subdistrict 6-1 shall consist of Wilkinson County and the following 
precincts in the following counties: 
 
   (i)  Adams County:  Airport, Bellemont*, By-Pass Fire Station, 
Carpenter, Concord*, Courthouse*, Duncan Park*, Foster Mound, * * * Northside School, 
Pine Ridge * * * and Washington*; and 
 



SENATE JOURNAL 
THURSDAY, MARCH 6, 2025 

 

976 

   (ii)  Amite County:  Amite River*, Ariel, Berwick*, Crosby, East 
Centreville, East Gloster*, Gloster*, Homochitto * * * and Vance Park*. 
 
  (b)  Subdistrict 6-2 shall consist of Franklin County and the following 
precincts in the following counties: 
 
   (i)  Adams County:  Beau Pre, Bellemont, Concord*, Convention 
Center, Courthouse*, Duncan Park*, Kingston, Liberty Park, Maryland * * *, Morgantown, 
Oakland, Palestine and Washington*; and 
 
   (ii)  Amite County:  Amite River*, Berwick*, East Fork, East Gloster*, 
East Liberty, Gloster*, Liberty, New Zion, Oneil, Riceville, Smithdale, South Liberty*, 
Tangipahoa, Tickfaw, Vance Park*, Walls and Zion Hills. 
 
 (3)  There shall be two (2) judges for the Sixth Circuit Court District.  The two (2) 
judgeships shall be separate and distinct.  One (1) judge shall be elected from each 
subdistrict. 
 
 [From and after January 1, 2031, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-7-21.  (1)  The Sixth Circuit Court District is composed of the following counties: 
 
  (a)  Adams County; 
 
  (b)  Amite County; 
 
  (c)  Franklin County; and 
 
  (d)  Wilkinson County. 
 
 (2)  * * * There shall be * * * three (3) judges for the Sixth Circuit Court District.  
The * * * three (3) judgeships shall be separate and distinct.  One (1) judge shall be 
elected from each subdistrict and denominated for purposes of appointment and election 
only as "Place One", "Place Two" and "Place Three".  The judge to fill Place One shall be 
a resident of Adams County.  The judge to fill Place Two shall be a resident of any county, 
except Adams County.  The judge to fill Place Three may be a resident of any county in 
the district. 
 
 SECTION 14.  Section 9-7-23, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 [Until January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-7-23.  (1)  The Seventh Circuit Court District shall be Hinds County. 
 
 (2)  The Seventh Circuit Court District shall be divided into four (4) subdistricts in 
Hinds County as follows: 
 
  (a)  Subdistrict 7-1 shall consist of the following precincts in Hinds 
County:   * * * 32*, * * * 44, 45, 46, 47*, 72, 73, 74, 75, 76, 77, 78, 79, 92, 93, 96 and 97. 
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  (b)  Subdistrict 7-2 shall consist of the following precincts in Hinds County:  
11*, 12*, 13*, * * * 16*, * * * 23, 27, 28, 29, 30, * * * 38, 39*, 40, 41, 42*, 43*, 80, 81, 82, 
83, 84, 85, Brownsville, Cynthia, Pocahontas and Tinnin. 
 
  (c)  Subdistrict 7-3 shall consist of the following precincts in Hinds County:  
18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 24, 25, 26, 31, 49*, 50, 51*, 52, 53, 54, 55, 56, 57, 58*, 59, 60, 61, 62, 
63*, 64*, * * * 67, 68, 69, 70*, 71, 86 * * * and 89 * * *. 
 
  (d)  Subdistrict 7-4 shall consist of the following precincts in Hinds County:  
87, 88, 90, 91, 94, 95, Bolton, Byram 1, Byram 2, Byram 3, Cayuga, Chapel Hill, Clinton 
1, Clinton 2, Clinton 3, Clinton 4, Clinton 5, Clinton 6, Clinton 7, Dry Grove, Edwards, 
Learned, Old Byram, Pinehaven, Raymond 1, Raymond 2, Spring Ridge, St. Thomas, 
Terry 1, Terry 2, Utica 1 and Utica 2. 
 
  (e)  Subdistrict 7-5 shall consist of all precincts located within the boundaries 
of the Capitol Complex Improvement District as described by Section 29-5-203. 
 
 [From January 1, 2027, until January 1, 2031, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-7-23.  (1)  The Seventh Circuit Court District shall be Claiborne County, Hinds 
County and Jefferson County. 
 
 (2)  The Seventh Circuit Court District shall be divided into * * * six (6) 
subdistricts * * * as follows: 
 
  (a)  Subdistrict 7-1 shall consist of the following precincts in Hinds 
County:   * * * 32*, * * * 44, 45, 46, 47*, 72, 73, 74, 75, 76, 77, 78, 79, 92, 93, 96 and 97. 
 
  (b)  Subdistrict 7-2 shall consist of the following precincts in Hinds County:  
11*, 12*, 13*, * * * 16*, * * * 23, 27, 28, 29, 30, * * * 38, 39*, 40, 41, 42*, 43*, 80, 81, 82, 
83, 84, 85, Brownsville, Cynthia, Pocahontas and Tinnin. 
 
  (c)  Subdistrict 7-3 shall consist of the following precincts in Hinds County:  
18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 24, 25, 26, 31, 49*, 50, 51*, 52, 53, 54, 55, 56, 57, 58*, 59, 60, 61, 62, 
63*, 64*, * * * 67, 68, 69, 70*, 71, 86 * * * and 89 * * *. 
 
  (d)  Subdistrict 7-4 shall consist of the following precincts in Hinds County:  
87, 88, 90, 91, 94, 95, Bolton, Byram 1, Byram 2, Byram 3, Cayuga, Chapel Hill, Clinton 
1, Clinton 2, Clinton 3, Clinton 4, Clinton 5, Clinton 6, Clinton 7, Dry Grove, Edwards, 
Learned, Old Byram, Pinehaven, Raymond 1, Raymond 2, Spring Ridge, St. Thomas, 
Terry 1, Terry 2, Utica 1 and Utica 2. 
 
  (e)  Subdistrict 7-5 shall consist of Claiborne County and Jefferson County. 
 
  (f)  Subdistrict 7-6 shall consist of all precincts located within the boundaries 
of the Capitol Complex Improvement District as described in Section 29-5-203. 
 
 [From and after January 1, 2031, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-7-23.  (1)  The Seventh Circuit Court District shall be Claiborne County, Hinds 
County and Jefferson County. 
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 * * * 
 
 SECTION 15.  Section 9-7-25, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 [Until January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-7-25.  (1)  There shall be * * * five (5) circuit judges for the Seventh Circuit Court 
District.  One (1) judge shall be elected from each subdistrict. 
 
 (2)  While there shall be no limitation whatsoever upon the powers and duties of 
the said judges other than as cast upon them by the Constitution and laws of this state, 
the court in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, in the discretion of the senior circuit 
judge, may be divided into civil and criminal divisions as a matter of convenience, by the 
entry of an order upon the minutes of the court. 
 
 [From January 1, 2027, until January 1, 2031, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-7-25.  (1)  There shall be * * * six (6) circuit judges for the Seventh Circuit Court 
District.  The judgeships shall be separate and distinct.  For subdistricts 7-1 to 7-4, one 
(1) judge shall be elected from each subdistrict.  The judge to fill subdistrict 7-5 shall be a 
resident of Claiborne County or Jefferson County.  The judge to fill subdistrict 7-6 shall be 
a resident within the boundaries of the Capitol Complex Improvement District as described 
by Section 29-5-203. 
 
 (2)  While there shall be no limitation whatsoever upon the powers and duties of 
the said judges other than as cast upon them by the Constitution and laws of this state, 
the court in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, in the discretion of the senior circuit 
judge, may be divided into civil and criminal divisions as a matter of convenience, by the 
entry of an order upon the minutes of the court. 
 
 [From January 1, 2031, until January 1, 2035, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-7-25.  (1)  There shall be * * * six (6) circuit judges for the Seventh Circuit Court 
District.   * * * The judgeships shall be separate and distinct and denominated for purposes 
of appointment and elections only as "Place One", "Place Two", "Place Three", "Place 
Four", "Place Five" and "Place Six".  The judges to fill Place One, Place Two, Place Three 
and Place Four may reside in any precinct within the district.  The judge to fill Place Five 
must reside in Claiborne County or Jefferson County. The judge to fill Place Six must 
reside within the boundaries of the Capitol Complex Improvement District. 
 
 (2)  While there shall be no limitation whatsoever upon the powers and duties of 
the said judges other than as cast upon them by the Constitution and laws of this state, 
the court in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, in the discretion of the senior circuit 
judge, may be divided into civil and criminal divisions as a matter of convenience, by the 
entry of an order upon the minutes of the court. 
 
 [From and after January 1, 2035, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-7-25.  (1)  There shall be * * * five (5) circuit judges for the Seventh Circuit Court 
District.  * * * The judgeships shall be separate and distinct and denominated for purposes 
of appointment and elections only as "Place One", "Place Two", "Place Three", "Place 
Four" and "Place Five".  The judges to fill Place One, Place Two, Place Three and Place 
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Four may reside in any precinct within the district.  The judge to fill Place Five must reside 
in Claiborne County or Jefferson County.  
 
 (2)  While there shall be no limitation whatsoever upon the powers and duties of 
the said judges other than as cast upon them by the Constitution and laws of this state, 
the court in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, in the discretion of the senior circuit 
judge, may be divided into civil and criminal divisions as a matter of convenience, by the 
entry of an order upon the minutes of the court. 
 
 SECTION 16.  A special election shall be held to fill the office of circuit judge for the 
Seventh Circuit Court District.  The special election shall be held on the first Tuesday in 
November, 2025.  Candidates shall file as provided in Section 23-15-977, and shall run 
for office and be elected as provided in Sections 23-15-974 through 23-15-985, which 
constitute the Nonpartisan Judicial Election Act.  The judge elected shall serve until 
January 1, 2027, unless the person is re elected to fill such office in the November, 2026, 
election for judicial offices.  The terms of those offices shall thereafter be as provided by 
law for circuit judges generally. 
 
 SECTION 17.  Section 9-7-27, Mississippi Code of 1972, is brought forward as 
follows: 
 
 9-7-27.  (1)  The Eighth Circuit Court District is composed of the following counties: 
 
  (a)  Leake County; 
 
  (b)  Neshoba County; 
 
  (c)  Newton County; and 
 
  (d)  Scott County. 
 
 (2)  There shall be two (2) judges for the Eighth Circuit Court District. 
 
 (3)  The two (2) judgeships shall be separate and distinct and denominated for 
purposes of appointment and election only as "Place One" and "Place Two." 
 
 SECTION 18.  Section 9-7-29, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 [Until January 1, 2031, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-7-29.  (1)  The Ninth Circuit Court District is composed of the following counties: 
 
  (a)  Issaquena County; 
 
  (b)  Sharkey County; and 
 
  (c)  Warren County. 
 
 (2)  The Ninth Circuit Court District shall be divided into two (2) subdistricts as 
follows: 
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  (a)  Subdistrict 9-1 shall consist of Issaquena County, Sharkey County and 
the following precincts in Warren County:  3-61 Store*, American Legion Hall, Auditorium, 
Brunswick, Cedar Grove*, Cherry Street*, Kings*, * * * and St. Aloysius * * *. 
 
  (b)  Subdistrict 9-2 shall consist of the following precincts in Warren County:  
3-61 Store*, Beechwood, Bovina, Cedar Grove*, Cherry Street*, Culkin, Elks Lodge, 
Goodrum, Jett, Kings*, Lee Road, Moose Lodge, Number 7 Fire Station*, * * * Oakland, 
Plumbers Hall, Redwood, Tingleville, * * * YMCA and Yokena. 
 
 [From and after January 1, 2031, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-7-29.  * * * The Ninth Circuit Court District is composed of the following counties: 
 
  (a)  Issaquena County; 
 
  (b)  Sharkey County; * * * 
 
  (c)  Warren County * * *; and 
 
  (d)  Yazoo County. 
 
 * * * 
 
 SECTION 19.  Section 9-7-30, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 [Until January 1, 2031, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-7-30.  There shall be two (2) judges for the Ninth Circuit Court District.  One (1) 
judge shall be elected from each subdistrict. 
 
 [From and after January 1, 2031, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-7-30.  There shall be two (2) judges for the Ninth Circuit Court District.  * * * The 
two (2) judgeships shall be separate and distinct.  One (1) judge shall be elected from 
each subdistrict and denominated for purposes of appointment and election only as "Place 
One" and "Place Two".  The judge to fill Place One shall be a resident of Warren County.  
The judge to fill Place Two may be a resident of any county in the district.  
 
 SECTION 20.  Section 9-7-31, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 [Until January 1, 2031, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-7-31.  The Tenth Circuit Court District is composed of the following counties: 
 
  (a)  Clarke County; 
 
  (b)  Kemper County; 
 
  (c)  Lauderdale County; and 
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  (d)  Wayne County. 
 
 [From and after January 1, 2031, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-7-31.  The Tenth Circuit Court District is composed of the following counties: 
 
  (a)  Clarke County; 
 
  (b)  Kemper County; and 
 
  (c)  Lauderdale County * * *. 
 
 * * * 
 
 SECTION 21.  Section 9-7-32, Mississippi Code of 1972, is brought forward as 
follows: 
 
 9-7-32.  (1)  There shall be two (2) judges for the Tenth Circuit Court District. 
 
 (2)  The two (2) judgeships shall be separate and distinct and denominated for 
purposes of appointment and election only as "Place One" and "Place Two." 
 
 SECTION 22.  Section 9-7-33, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 [Until January 1, 2031, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-7-33.  (1)  The Eleventh Circuit Court District is composed of the following 
counties: 
 
  (a)  Bolivar County; 
 
  (b)  Coahoma County; 
 
  (c)  Quitman County; and 
 
  (d)  Tunica County. 
 
 (2)  The Eleventh Circuit Court District shall be divided into three (3) subdistricts as 
follows: 
 
  (a)  Subdistrict 11-1 shall consist of the following precincts from the following 
counties: 
 
   (i)  Bolivar County:  Benoit, Beulah, Boyle*, Choctaw, Cleveland 
Courthouse, East Central Cleveland*, East Cleveland*, East Rosedale,  * * * Longshot, 
North Cleveland, Northwest Cleveland*, Pace*, Round Lake Gunnison Deeson, Scott, 
Shaw, Skene, South Cleveland*, Stringtown, West Central Cleveland, West Cleveland 
and West Rosedale; and 
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   (ii)  Coahoma County:  Bobo*, Clarksdale 2 * * **, Clarksdale 5 * * **, 
Farrell* * * * and Rena Lara * * *. 
 
  (b)  Subdistrict 11-2 shall consist of the following precincts from the following 
counties: 
 
   (i)  Bolivar County:  Boyle*, Cleveland Eastgate, Duncan/Alligator, 
East Central Cleveland*, East Cleveland*, Merigold, Mound Bayou, Northwest 
Cleveland*, Pace*, Renova, Round Lake Gunnison Deeson*, Shelby, * * * and 
Winstonville; 
 
   (ii)  Coahoma County:  Bobo*, Cagle Crossing, Clarksdale * * * 3, 
Clarksdale * * * 4, Clarksdale * * * 4 North, Clarksdale * * * 5*, Clarksdale * * * 
Courthouse*, Dublin * * * Roundaway and Sasse St. Fire Station; and 
 
   (iii)  Quitman County:  * * * Crowder*, District 3 South*, Lambert, 
Northwest Marks*, Southwest Marks* and West Lambert. 
 
  (c)  Subdistricts 11-3 shall consist of Tunica County and the following 
precincts in the following counties: 
 
   (i)  Coahoma County:  Clarksdale * * * 2*, Clarksdale * * * 5*, * * * 
Clarksdale Courthouse*, Coahoma, Farrell*, Friar's Point, Jonestown, Lula * * * and 
Lyons * * *; and 
 
   (ii)  Quitman County:  * * * Crenshaw, Crowder*, Darling, District 3 
North, District 3 South*, Northwest Marks*, * * * Sledge and Southwest Marks*. 
 
 [From and after January 1, 2031, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-7-33.  * * * The Eleventh Circuit Court District is composed of the following 
counties: 
 
  (a)  Bolivar County; 
 
  (b)  Coahoma County; 
 
  (c)  Quitman County; and 
 
  (d)  Tunica County. 
 
 * * * 
 
 SECTION 23.  Section 9-7-34, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 [Until January 1, 2031, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-7-34.  There shall be three (3) judges for the Eleventh Circuit Court District.  One 
(1) judge shall be elected from each subdistrict. 



SENATE JOURNAL 
THURSDAY, MARCH 6, 2025 

 

983 

 
 [From and after January 1, 2031, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-7-34.  There shall be * * * two (2) judges for the Eleventh Circuit Court 
District.  * * * The two (2) judgeships shall be separate and distinct and denominated for 
purposes of appointment and election only as "Place One" and "Place Two".  The judge 
to fill Place One shall be a resident of Bolivar County.  The judge to fill Place Two may be 
a resident of any county in the district, except Bolivar County. 
 
 SECTION 24.  Section 9-7-35, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 [Until January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-7-35.  (1)  The Twelfth Circuit Court District is composed of the following counties: 
 
  (a)  Forrest County; and 
 
  (b)  Perry County. 
 
 (2)  There shall be two (2) judges for the Twelfth Circuit Court District.  The two (2) 
judgeships shall be separate and distinct and denominated for purposes of appointment 
and election only as "Place One" and "Place Two * * *". 
 
 [From and after January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-7-35.  (1)  The Twelfth Circuit Court District is composed of the following counties: 
 
  (a)  Forrest County; * * * 
 
  (b)  Greene County; and 
 
  ( * * *c)  Perry County. 
 
 (2)  There shall be * * * three (3) judges for the Twelfth Circuit Court District.  
The * * * three (3) judgeships shall be separate and distinct and denominated for purposes 
of appointment and election only as "Place One"  * * *, "Place Two * * *" and "Place 
Three".  The judges to fill Place One and Place Two may reside in any county in the district.  
The judge to fill Place Three must reside and be elected from the following precincts in 
Forrest County:  Camp School, Court Street, Dixie Pine-Central, Eatonville, Eureka 
School, Glendale, Hardy Street, Hattiesburg Cultural Center, Highland Park, Lillie Burney 
School, North Heights, Pinecrest, Rawls Springs, Rowan School, Sigler Center, Thames 
School, Train Depot, West Hills and Westside. 
 
 SECTION 25.  Section 9-7-37, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 9-7-37.  (1)  The Thirteenth Circuit Court District is composed of the following 
counties: 
 
  (a)  Covington County; 
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  (b)  Jasper County; 
 
  (c)  Simpson County; and 
 
  (d)  Smith County. 
 
 (2)  There shall be two (2) judges for the Thirteenth Circuit Court District.  The two 
(2) judgeships shall be separate and distinct and denominated for purposes of 
appointment and election only as "Place One" and "Place Two * * *". 
 
 SECTION 26.  Section 9-7-39, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 [Until January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-7-39.  (1)  The Fourteenth Circuit Court District is composed of the following 
counties: 
 
  (a)  Lincoln County; 
 
  (b)  Pike County; and 
 
  (c)  Walthall County. 
 
 (2)  (a)  There shall be two (2) judges for the Fourteenth Circuit Court District. 
 
  (b)  The two (2) judgeships shall be separate and distinct and denominated 
for purposes of appointment and election only as "Place One" and "Place Two." 
 
 [From and after January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-7-39.  (1)  The Fourteenth Circuit Court District is composed of the following 
counties: 
 
  (a)  * * * Copiah County; 
 
  (b)  * * * Jefferson Davis County; * * * 
 
  (c)  * * * Lawrence County * * *; and 
 
  (d)  Lincoln County. 
 
 (2)  (a)  There shall be two (2) judges for the Fourteenth Circuit Court District. 
 
  (b)  The two (2) judgeships shall be separate and distinct and denominated 
for purposes of appointment and election only as "Place One" and "Place Two."  The judge 
to fill Place One must be a resident of Lincoln County.  The judge to fill Place Two must 
be a resident of either Lawerence, Copiah or Jefferson County. 
 
 SECTION 27.  Section 9-7-41, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 



SENATE JOURNAL 
THURSDAY, MARCH 6, 2025 

 

985 

 
 [Until January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
  9-7-41.  The Fifteenth Circuit Court District is composed of the following 
counties: 
 
  (a)  Jefferson Davis County; 
 
  (b)  Lamar County; 
 
  (c)  Lawrence County; 
 
  (d)  Marion County; and 
 
  (e)  Pearl River County. 
 
 [From and after January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-7-41.  The Fifteenth Circuit Court District is composed of the following counties: 
 
  (a)  * * * Pike County; 
 
  (b)  Lamar County; 
 
  (c)  * * * Walthall County; 
 
  (d)  Marion County; and 
 
  (e)  Pearl River County. 
 
 SECTION 28.  Section 9-7-42, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 [Until January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-7-42.  (1)  There shall be three (3) judges for the Fifteenth Circuit Court District. 
 
 (2)  The three (3) judgeships shall be separate and distinct and denominated for 
purposes of appointment and election only as "Place One * * *", "Place Two * * *", and 
"Place Three * * *".  The judge to fill Place One must be a resident of Jefferson Davis, 
Lamar, Lawrence or Marion County.  The judge to fill Place Two may be a resident of any 
county in the district.  The judge to fill Place Three must be a resident of Pearl River 
County. 
 
 [From and after January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-7-42.  (1)  There shall be three (3) judges for the Fifteenth Circuit Court District. 
 
 (2)  The three (3) judgeships shall be separate and distinct and denominated for 
purposes of appointment and election only as "Place One * * *", "Place Two * * *", and 



SENATE JOURNAL 
THURSDAY, MARCH 6, 2025 

 

986 

"Place Three."  The judge to fill Place One must be a resident of * * * Lamar * * * County.  
The judge to fill Place Two may be a resident of any county in the district.  The judge to 
fill Place Three must be a resident of Pearl River County. 
 
 SECTION 29.  Section 9-7-43, Mississippi Code of 1972, is brought forward as 
follows: 
 
 9-7-43.  The Sixteenth Circuit Court District is composed of the following counties: 
 
  (a)  Clay County; 
 
  (b)  Lowndes County; 
 
  (c)  Noxubee County; and 
 
  (d)  Oktibbeha County. 
 
 SECTION 30.  Section 9-7-44, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 9-7-44.  (1)  There shall be three (3) judges for the Sixteenth Circuit Court District. 
 
 (2)  The three (3) judgeships shall be separate and distinct and denominated for 
purposes of appointment and election only as "Place One * * *", "Place Two" and "Place 
Three * * *".  The judge to fill Place One must be a resident of Lowndes County.  The judge 
to fill Place Two must be a resident of Oktibbeha County.  The judge to fill Place Three 
must be a resident of either Clay or Noxubee County.  Election of the three (3) offices of 
judge shall be by election to be held in every county within the Sixteenth Circuit Court 
District. 
 
 SECTION 31.  Section 9-7-45, Mississippi Code of 1972, is brought forward as 
follows: 
 
 9-7-45.  The Seventeenth Circuit Court District shall be composed of the following 
counties: 
 
  (a)  Panola County; 
 
  (b)  Tallahatchie County; 
 
  (c)  Tate County; and 
 
  (d)  Yalobusha County. 
 
 SECTION 32.  Section 9-7-46, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 [Until January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-7-46.  (1)  There shall be two (2) circuit judges for the Seventeenth Circuit Court 
District. 
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 (2)  For the purpose of appointment and election, the two (2) judgeships shall be 
separate and distinct, and be denominated as "Place One" and "Place Two * * *". 
 
 [From and after January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-7-46.  (1)  There shall be two (2) circuit judges for the Seventeenth Circuit Court 
District. 
 
 (2)  For the purpose of appointment and election, the two (2) judgeships shall be 
separate and distinct, and be denominated as "Place One" and "Place Two * * *". 
 
 SECTION 33.  Section 9-7-47, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 [Until January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-7-47.  The Eighteenth Circuit Court District shall be Jones County. 
 
 [From and after January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-7-47.  (1)  The Eighteenth Circuit Court District * * * is composed of the following 
counties: 
 
  (a)  Jones County; and 
 
  (b)  Wayne County. 
 
 (2)  There shall be two (2) judges for the Eighteenth Circuit Court District.  The two 
(2) judgeships shall be separate and distinct and denominated for purposes of 
appointment and election only as "Place One" and "Place Two".  The judge to fill Place 
One must reside in Jones County.  The judge to fill Place Two must reside in Wayne 
County. 
 
 SECTION 34.  Section 9-7-49, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 [Until January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-7-49.  (1)  The Nineteenth Circuit Court District is composed of the following 
counties: 
 
  (a)  George County; 
 
  (b)  Greene County; and 
 
  (c)  Jackson County. 
 
 (2)  The local contribution required for the maintenance of the Nineteenth Circuit 
Court District shall not exceed, as to George and Greene Counties, the amount of their 
present local contribution in their present respective circuit court districts, and any excess 
shall be paid by Jackson County. 
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 [From and after January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-7-49.  (1)  The Nineteenth Circuit Court District is composed of the following 
counties: 
 
  (a)  George County; and 
 
 * * * 
 
  ( * * *b)  Jackson County. 
 
 (2)  The local contribution required for the maintenance of the Nineteenth Circuit 
Court District shall not exceed, as to George * * * County, the amount of * * * its present 
local contribution in their present respective circuit court districts, and any excess shall be 
paid by Jackson County. 
 
 SECTION 35.  Section 9-7-51, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 [Until January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-7-51.  (1)  There shall be three (3) judges for the Nineteenth Circuit Court District.  
The three (3) judgeships shall be separate and distinct and denominated for purposes of 
appointment and election only as "Place One," "Place Two" and "Place Three." 
 
 (2)  The senior judge of the Nineteenth Circuit Court District may divide the court 
of any county within the district into civil, criminal and appellate court divisions as a matter 
of convenience by the entry of an order upon the minutes of the court. 
 
 [From and after January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-7-51.  * * * There shall be three (3) judges for the Nineteenth Circuit Court District.  
The three (3) judgeships shall be separate and distinct and denominated for purposes of 
appointment and election only as "Place One," "Place Two" and "Place Three * * *". 
 
 * * * 
 
 SECTION 36.  Section 9-7-53, Mississippi Code of 1972, is brought forward as 
follows: 
 
 9-7-53.  The Twentieth Circuit Court District is composed of the following counties: 
 
  (a)  Madison County; and 
 
  (b)  Rankin County. 
 
 SECTION 37.  Section 9-7-54, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 9-7-54.  (1)  There shall be three (3) judges for the Twentieth Circuit Court District. 
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 (2)  The three (3) judgeships shall be separate and distinct and denominated for 
purposes of appointment and election only as "Place One * * *", "Place Two", and "Place 
Three * * *".  The judge to fill Place One must reside in Rankin County, the judge to fill 
Place Two must reside in Madison County, and the judge to fill Place Three may reside in 
either Madison or Rankin County. 
 
 SECTION 38.  Section 9-7-55, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 [Until January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-7-55.  The * * * Twenty-second Circuit Court District is composed of the following 
counties: 
 
  (a)  Holmes County; 
 
  (b)  Humphreys County; and 
 
  (c)  Yazoo County. 
 
 [From January 1, 2027, until January 1, 2031, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-7-55.  The * * * Twenty-second Circuit Court District is composed of the following 
counties: 
 
  (a)  Holmes County; 
 
  (b)  Humphreys County; and 
 
  (c)  Yazoo County. 
 
 [From and after January 1, 2031, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 Section 9-7-55, Mississippi Code of 1972, which provides for the Twenty-second 
Circuit Court District shall stand repealed on and after January 1, 2031. 
 
 SECTION 39.  Section 9-7-57, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 [Until January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-7-57.  The * * * Twenty-third Court District is composed of the following counties: 
 
  (a)  Claiborne County; 
 
  (b)  Copiah County; and 
 
  (c)  Jefferson County. 
 
 [From and after January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
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 * * * 
 
 Section 9-7-57, which creates the Twenty-second Circuit Court District shall stand 
repealed on and after January 1, 2027. 
 
 SECTION 40.  Section 9-7-63, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 [Until January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-7-63.  The * * * Twenty-first Circuit Court District shall be DeSoto County. 
 
 [From and after January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-7-63.  The * * * Twenty-first Circuit Court District shall be DeSoto County. 
 
 SECTION 41.  Section 9-7-64, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 [Until January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-7-64.  (1)  There shall be * * * three (3) circuit judges for the * * * Twenty-first 
Circuit Court District. 
 
 (2)  For the purposes of appointment and election, the * * * three (3) judgeships 
shall be separate and distinct and denominated as "Place One" * * *, "Place Two * * *" and 
"Place Three".  The judges to fill Place One and Place Two may reside in any precinct in 
the county.  The judge to fill Place Three must reside and be elected from the following 
precincts in DeSoto County:  Horn Lake Central, Horn Lake East, Horn Lake High School*, 
Horn Lake Intermediate School, Horn Lake North, Horn Lake West, Northwest Community 
College*, Southhaven South and Southhaven West*. 
 
 [From and after January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-7-64.  (1)  There shall be * * * four (4) circuit judges for the * * * Twenty-first Circuit 
Court District. 
 
 (2)  For the purposes of appointment and election, the * * * four (4) judgeships shall 
be separate and distinct and denominated as "Place One" * * *, "Place Two * * *", "Place 
Three" and "Place Four".  The judges to fill Place One, Place Two and Place Four may 
reside in any precinct in the county.  The judge to fill Place Three must reside in and be 
elected from the following precincts in DeSoto County:  Horn Lake Central, Horn Lake 
East, Horn Lake High School*, Horn Lake Intermediate School, Horn Lake North, Horn 
Lake West, Northwest Community College*, Southhaven South and Southhaven West*. 
 
 SECTION 42.  Section 9-5-1, Mississippi Code of 1972, is brought forward as 
follows: 
 
 9-5-1.  A chancellor shall be elected for and from each of the chancery court districts 
as provided in this chapter and the listing of individual precincts shall be those precincts 
as they existed on October 1, 1990.  He shall hold court in any other district with the 
consent of the chancellor thereof when in their opinion the public interest may be thereby 
promoted.  The terms of all chancellors elected at the regular election for the year 1930 
shall begin on the first day of January, 1931, and their terms of office shall continue for 
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four (4) years.  A chancellor shall be a resident of the district in which he serves but shall 
not be required to be a resident of a subdistrict if the district is divided into subdistricts. 
 
 SECTION 43.  Section 9-5-3, Mississippi Code of 1972, is brought forward as 
follows: 
 
 9-5-3.  (1)  The state shall be divided into an appropriate number of chancery court 
districts, severally numbered and composed of the counties as set forth in the sections 
which follow.  A court to be styled "The Chancery Court of the County of ____" shall be 
held in each county, and within each judicial district of a county having two (2) judicial 
districts, at least twice a year.  Court shall be held in chancery court districts consisting of 
a single county on the same dates state agencies and political subdivisions are open for 
business excluding legal holidays.  The dates upon which terms shall commence and the 
number of days for which terms shall continue in chancery court districts consisting of 
more than one (1) county shall be set by order of the chancellor in accordance with the 
provisions of subsection (2) of this section.  A matter in court may extend past a term if 
the interest of justice so requires. 
 
 (2)  An order establishing the commencement and continuation of terms of court 
for each of the counties within a chancery court district consisting of more than one (1) 
county shall be entered annually and not later than October 1 of the year immediately 
preceding the calendar year for which the terms of court are to become effective.  Notice 
of the dates upon which terms of court shall commence and the number of days for which 
the terms shall continue in each of the counties within a chancery court district shall be 
posted in the office of the chancery clerk of each county within the district and mailed to 
the office of the Secretary of State for publication and distribution to all Mississippi Bar 
members.  If an order is not timely entered, the terms of court for each of the counties 
within the chancery court district shall remain unchanged for the next calendar year. 
 
 (3)  The number of chancellorships for each chancery court district shall be 
determined by the Legislature based upon the following criteria: 
 
  (a)  The population of the district; 
 
  (b)  The number of cases filed in the district; 
 
  (c)  The caseload of each chancellor in the district; 
 
  (d)  The geographic area of the district; 
 
  (e)  An analysis of the needs of the district by the court personnel of the 
district; and 
 
  (f)  Any other appropriate criteria. 
 
 (4)  The Judicial College of the University of Mississippi Law Center and the 
Administrative Office of Courts shall determine the appropriate: 
 
  (a)  Specific data to be collected as a basis for applying the above criteria; 
 
  (b)  Method of collecting and maintaining the specified data; and 
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  (c)  Method of assimilating the specified data. 
 
 (5)  In a district having more than one (1) office of chancellor, there shall be no 
distinction whatsoever in the powers, duties and emoluments of those offices except that 
the chancellor who has been for the longest time continuously a chancellor of that court 
or, should no chancellor have served longer in office than the others, the chancellor who 
has been for the longest time a member of The Mississippi Bar shall be the senior 
chancellor.  The senior chancellor shall have the right to assign causes and dockets and 
to set terms in districts consisting of more than one (1) county. 
 
 SECTION 44.  Section 9-5-5, Mississippi Code of 1972, is brought forward as 
follows: 
 
 9-5-5.  The First Chancery Court District is composed of the following counties: 
 
  (a)  Alcorn County; 
 
  (b)  Itawamba County; 
 
  (c)  Lee County; 
 
  (d)  Monroe County; 
 
  (e)  Pontotoc County; 
 
  (f)  Prentiss County; 
 
  (g)  Tishomingo County; and 
 
  (h)  Union County. 
 
 SECTION 45.  Section 9-5-7, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 9-5-7.  (1)  There shall be four (4) chancellors for the First Chancery Court District. 
 
 (2)  The four (4) chancellorships shall be separate and distinct and denominated 
for purposes of appointment and election only as "Place One * * *", "Place Two * * *", 
"Place Three" and "Place Four."  The chancellor to fill Place One must be a resident of 
Alcorn, Prentiss or Tishomingo County.  The chancellors to fill Place Two and Place Three 
must reside in Itawamba, Lee, Monroe, Pontotoc or Union County.  The chancellor to fill 
Place Four may be a resident of any county in the district.  Election of the four (4) offices 
of chancellor shall be by election to be held in every county within the First Chancery 
Court District. 
 
 SECTION 46.  Section 9-5-9, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 [Until January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-5-9.  The Second Chancery Court District is composed of the following counties: 
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  (a)  Jasper County; 
 
  (b)  Newton County; and 
 
  (c)  Scott County. 
 
 [From and after January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-5-9.  (1)  The Second Chancery Court District is composed of the following 
counties: 
 
  (a)  Covington County; 
 
  ( * * *b)  Jasper County; 
 
  (c)  Jefferson Davis County; 
 
  ( * * *d)  Newton County; * * * 
 
  (e)  Simpson County; 
 
  ( * * *f)  Scott County * * *; and 
 
  (g)  Smith County. 
 
 (2)  There shall be three (3) chancellors for the Second Chancery Court District.  
The three (3) chancellorships shall be separate and distinct and denominated for 
purposes of appointment and election only as "Place One", "Place Two" and "Place 
Three".  Place One chancellor may reside in Scott County, Newton County or Jasper 
County.  Place Two chancellor may reside in Simpson, Smith, Covington or Jefferson 
Davis County.  Place Three chancellor may reside in any county in the district. 
 
 SECTION 47.  Section 9-5-11, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 [Until January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-5-11.  (1)  The Third Chancery Court District is composed of the following 
counties: 
 
  (a)  DeSoto County; 
 
  (b)  Grenada County; 
 
  (c)  Montgomery County; 
 
  (d)  Panola County; 
 
  (e)  Tate County; and 
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  (f)  Yalobusha County. 
 
 (2)  The Third Chancery Court District shall be divided into two (2) subdistricts as 
follows: 
 
  (a)  Subdistrict 3-1 shall consist of DeSoto County. 
 
  (b)  Subdistrict 3-2 shall consist of Grenada County, Montgomery County, 
Panola County, Tate County and Yalobusha County. 
 
 [From and after January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-5-11.  * * * The Third Chancery Court District is composed of the following 
counties: 
 
  (a)  * * * Carroll County; 
 
  (b)  Grenada County; 
 
  (c)  Montgomery County; 
 
  (d)  Panola County; 
 
  (e)  Tate County; and 
 
  (f)  Yalobusha County. 
 
 * * * 
 
 SECTION 48.  Section 9-5-13, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 [Until January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-5-13.  (1)  There shall be three (3) chancellors for the Third Chancery Court 
District. 
 
 (2)  (a)  The chancellor of Subdistrict 3-1 shall be elected from DeSoto County.  The 
two (2) chancellors of Subdistrict 3-2 shall be elected from Grenada County, Montgomery 
County, Panola County, Tate County and Yalobusha County.  
 
  (b)  For purposes of appointment and election, the three (3) chancellorships 
shall be separate and distinct.  The chancellorship in Subdistrict 3-1 shall be denominated 
only as "Place One," and the chancellorships in Subdistrict 3-2 shall be denominated only 
as "Place Two" and "Place Three * * *". 
 
 [From and after January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-5-13.  (1)  There shall be * * * two (2) chancellors for the Third Chancery Court 
District.  For purposes of appointment and election, the two (2) chancellorships shall be 
separate and distinct and denominated as "Place One" and "Place Two". 
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 (2)  * * * The * * * chancellor of * * * Place One shall * * * reside in Tate County, 
Panola County or Yalobusha County.  The * * * chancellor of * * * Place Two shall * * * 
reside in Carroll County, Grenada County or Montgomery County * * *.  
 
 * * * 
 
 SECTION 49.  Section 9-5-15, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 [Until January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-5-15.  (1)  The Fourth Chancery Court District is composed of the following 
counties: 
 
  (a)  Amite County; 
 
  (b)  Franklin County; 
 
  (c)  Pike County; and 
 
  (d)  Walthall County. 
 
 (2)  There shall be two (2) chancellors for the Fourth Chancery Court District.  The 
two (2) chancellorships shall be separate and distinct and denominated for purposes of 
appointment and election only as "Place One" and "Place Two * * *". 
 
 [From and after January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-5-15.  (1)  The Fourth Chancery Court District is composed of the following 
counties: 
 
  (a)  Adams County; 
 
  ( * * *b)  Amite County; 
 
  ( * * *c)  Franklin County; 
 
  (d)  Jefferson County; 
 
  ( * * *e)  Pike County; and 
 
  ( * * *f)  * * * Wilkinson County. 
 
 (2)  There shall be * * * three (3) chancellors for the Fourth Chancery Court District.  
The * * * three (3) chancellorships shall be separate and distinct and denominated for 
purposes of appointment and election only as "Place One" * * * "Place Two * * *" and 
"Place Three".  The chancellor for Place One must reside in Adams County or Jefferson 
County.  The chancellor for Place Two must reside in Amite County or Wilkinson County.  
The chancellor for Place Three must reside in Franklin County or Pike County. 
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 SECTION 50.  Section 9-5-17, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 [Until January 1, 2031, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-5-17.  (1)  The Fifth Chancery Court District is composed of Hinds County. 
 
 (2)  The Fifth Chancery Court District shall be divided into the following four (4) 
subdistricts: 
 
  (a)  Subdistrict 5-1 shall consist of the following precincts in Hinds County:  
1, 2, 4, * * * 6, 8, 9, 10, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 44, 45, 46, 47, 72, 73, 74, 75, 76, 77, 78, 79, 
92, 93, 96 and 97. 
 
  (b)  Subdistrict 5-2 shall consist of the following precincts in Hinds County:  
11, 12, 13, 14, * * * 16, 17, 23, 27, 28, 29, 30, 37, 38, 39, 40, 41, 42, 43, 80, 81, 82, 83, 
84, 85, Brownsville, Cynthia, Pocahontas and Tinnin. 
 
  (c)  Subdistrict 5-3 shall consist of the following precincts in Hinds County:  
18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 24, 25, 26, 31, 49, 50, 51, 52, 53, 54, 55, 56, 57, 58, 59, 60, 61, 62, 
63, 64, * * * 67, 68, 69, 70, 71, 86 * * * and 89 * * *. 
 
  (d)  Subdistrict 5-4 shall consist of the following precincts in Hinds County:  
87, 88, 90, 91, 94, 95, Bolton, Byram 1, Byram 2, Byram 3, Cayuga, Chapel Hill, Clinton 
1, Clinton 2, Clinton 3, Clinton 4, Clinton 5, Clinton 6, Clinton 7, Dry Grove, Edwards, 
Learned, Old Byram, Pinehaven, Raymond 1, Raymond 2, Spring Ridge, St. Thomas, 
Terry 1, Terry 2, Utica 1 and Utica 2. 
 
 [From and after January 1, 2031, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-5-17.  * * * The Fifth Chancery Court District is composed of Hinds County. 
 
 * * * 
 
 SECTION 51.  Section 9-5-19, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 [Until January 1, 2031, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-5-19.  (1)  There shall be four (4) chancellors for the Fifth Chancery Court District.  
One (1) chancellor shall be elected from each subdistrict. 
 
 (2)  While there shall be no limitation whatsoever upon the powers and duties of 
the said chancellors other than as cast upon them by the Constitution and laws of this 
state, the court in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, in the discretion of the senior 
chancellor, may be divided into four (4) divisions as a matter of convenience by the entry 
of an order upon the minutes of the court. 
 
 [From and after January 1, 2031, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-5-19.  (1)  There shall be four (4) chancellors for the Fifth Chancery Court 
District.  * * * The four (4) chancellorships shall be separate and distinct and denominated 
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for purposes of appointment and election only as "Place One", "Place Two", "Place Three" 
and "Place Four". 
 
 (2)  While there shall be no limitation whatsoever upon the powers and duties of 
the said chancellors other than as cast upon them by the Constitution and laws of this 
state, the court in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, in the discretion of the senior 
chancellor, may be divided into four (4) divisions as a matter of convenience by the entry 
of an order upon the minutes of the court. 
 
 SECTION 52.  Section 9-5-21, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 [Until January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-5-21.  The Sixth Chancery Court District is composed of the following counties: 
 
  (a)  Attala County; 
 
  (b)  Carroll County; 
 
  (c)  Choctaw County; 
 
  (d)  Kemper County; 
 
  (e)  Neshoba County; and 
 
  (f)  Winston County. 
 
 [From and after January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-5-21.  The Sixth Chancery Court District is composed of the following counties: 
 
  (a)  Attala County; 
 
 * * * 
 
  ( * * *b)  Choctaw County; 
 
  ( * * *c)  Kemper County; 
 
  ( * * *d)  Neshoba County; * * * 
 
  (e)  Webster County; and 
 
  (f)  Winston County. 
 
 SECTION 53.  Section 9-5-22, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 [Until January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 



SENATE JOURNAL 
THURSDAY, MARCH 6, 2025 

 

998 

 9-5-22.  (1)  There shall be two (2) chancellors for the Sixth Chancery Court District. 
 
 (2)  The two (2) chancellorships shall be separate and distinct and denominated for 
purposes of appointment and election only as "Place One" and "Place Two." 
 
 [From and after January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-5-22.  (1)  There shall be two (2) chancellors for the Sixth Chancery Court District. 
 
 (2)  The two (2) chancellorships shall be separate and distinct and denominated for 
purposes of appointment and election only as "Place One" and "Place Two."  The 
chancellor for "Place One" must reside in Attala County, Choctaw County or Webster 
County.  The chancellor for "Place Two" must reside in Winston County, Neshoba County 
or Kemper County. 
 
 SECTION 54.  Section 9-5-23, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 [Until January 1, 2031, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-5-23.  (1)  The Seventh Chancery Court District is composed of the following 
counties: 
 
  (a)  Bolivar County; 
 
  (b)  Coahoma County; 
 
  (c)  Leflore County; 
 
  (d)  Quitman County; 
 
  (e)  Tallahatchie County; and 
 
  (f)  Tunica County. 
 
 (2)  The Seventh Chancery Court District shall be divided into two (2) subdistricts 
as follows: 
 
  (a)  Subdistrict 7-1 shall consist of Bolivar County and Coahoma County; 
 
  (b)  Subdistrict 7-2 shall consist of Leflore County, Quitman County, 
Tallahatchie County and Tunica County. 
 
 [From and after January 1, 2031, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-5-23.  * * * The Seventh Chancery Court District is composed of the following 
counties: 
 
  (a)  Bolivar County; 
 
  (b)  Coahoma County; 
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  (c)  Leflore County; 
 
  (d)  Quitman County; 
 
  (e)  Tallahatchie County; and 
 
  (f)  Tunica County. 
 
 * * * 
 
 SECTION 55.  Section 9-5-25, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 [Until January 1, 2031, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-5-25.  There shall be three (3) chancellors for the Seventh Chancery Court 
District.  The three (3) chancellorships shall be separate and distinct.  One (1) chancellor 
shall be elected from Subdistrict 7-1 and shall be denominated for purposes of 
appointment and election only as "Place One * * *", and two (2) chancellors shall be 
elected from Subdistrict 7-2 and shall be denominated for purposes of appointment and 
election only as "Place Two" and "Place Three * * *". 
 
 [From and after January 1, 2031, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-5-25.  There shall be * * * two (2) chancellors for the Seventh Chancery Court 
District.  The * * * two (2) chancellorships shall be separate and distinct * * *, and shall be 
denominated for purposes of appointment and election only as "Place One", and * * * 
"Place Two" * * *.  The chancellor for Place One must reside in Bolivar County or 
Coahoma County.  The chancellor for Place Two must reside in Leflore County, Quitman 
County, Tallahatchie County or Tunica County. 
 
 SECTION 56.  Section 9-5-27, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 [Until January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-5-27.  The Eighth Chancery Court District is composed of the following counties: 
 
  (a)  Hancock County; 
 
  (b)  Harrison County; and 
 
  (c)  Stone County. 
 
 [From and after January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-5-27.  The Eighth Chancery Court District is composed of the following counties: 
 
  (a)  Hancock County; and 
 
  (b)  Harrison County * * *. 
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 * * * 
 
 SECTION 57.  Section 9-5-29, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 9-5-29.  (1)  There shall be four (4) chancellors for the Eighth Chancery Court 
District. 
 
 (2)  The four (4) chancellorships shall be separate and distinct and denominated 
for purposes of appointment and election only as "Place One * * *", "Place Two * * *", 
"Place Three" and "Place Four." 
 
 (3)  While there shall be no limitation whatsoever upon the powers and duties of 
the chancellors other than as cast upon them by the Constitution and laws of this state, 
the court in the Eighth Chancery Court District, in the discretion of the senior chancellor, 
may be divided into four (4) divisions as a matter of convenience by the entry of an order 
upon the minutes of the court. 
 
 SECTION 58.  Section 9-5-31, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 [Until January 1, 2031, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-5-31.  (1)  The Ninth Chancery Court District is composed of the following 
counties: 
 
  (a)  Humphreys County; 
 
  (b)  Issaquena County; 
 
  (c)  Sharkey County; 
 
  (d)  Sunflower County; 
 
  (e)  Warren County; and 
 
  (f)  Washington County. 
 
 (2)  The Ninth Chancery Court District shall be divided into three (3) subdistricts as 
follows: 
 
  (a)  Subdistrict 9-1 shall consist of the following precincts in the following 
counties: 
 
   (i)  Sunflower County:  Boyer-Linn, Drew, Fairview-Hale, Indianola 2 
East*, Indianola 3 North * * *, Indianola 3 Northeast*, Indianola 3 South*, Rome, Ruleville, 
Ruleville North and Sunflower Plantation; and 
 
   (ii)  Washington County:  * * * Brent Center, Buster Brown Community 
Center*, Darlove Baptist Church*, Elks Club, Extension Building, * * * Jakes Chapel M.B. 
Church*, Lake Vista Masonic Lodge, Leland Health Department Clinic, Leland Rotary 



SENATE JOURNAL 
THURSDAY, MARCH 6, 2025 

 

1001 

Club, Metcalf City Hall, * * * St. James Episcopal Church* and Washington County 
Convention Center*. 
 
  (b)  Subdistrict 9-2 shall consist of Humphreys County and the following 
precincts in the following counties: 
 
   (i)  Sunflower County:  Doddsville, Indianola 2 East*, Indianola 2 
West, * * * Indianola 3 Northeast*, Indianola 3 South*, Indianola Southeast, Inverness, 
Moorhead * * * and Sunflower * * *; and 
 
   (ii)  Washington County:  * * * Arcola Technology Center, Buster 
Brown Community Center*, Covenant Presbyterian, Darlove Baptist Church*, Glen Allan 
Health Clinic, * * * Hollandale City Hall, Jakes Chapel M.B. Church, St. James Episcopal 
Church, Swiftwater Baptist Church, Tampa Drive * * *, Ward's Recreation Center and 
Washington County Convention Center. 
 
  (c)  Subdistrict 9-3 shall consist of Issaquena County, Sharkey County and 
Warren County. 
 
 [From and after January 1, 2031, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-5-31.  * * * The Ninth Chancery Court District is composed of the following 
counties: 
 
  (a)  Humphreys County; 
 
  (b)  Issaquena County; 
 
  (c)  Sharkey County; 
 
  (d)  Sunflower County; 
 
  (e)  Warren County; and 
 
  (f)  Washington County. 
 
 * * * 
 
 SECTION 59.  Section 9-5-33, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 [Until January 1, 2031, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-5-33.  There shall be three (3) chancellors for the Ninth Chancery Court District.  
One (1) chancellor shall be elected from each subdistrict. 
 
 [From and after January 1, 2031, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-5-33.  There shall be * * * two (2) chancellors for the Ninth Chancery Court 
District.  * * * The two (2) chancellorships shall be separate and distinct and denominated 
for purposes of appointment and election only as "Place One" and "Place Two".  The 
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chancellor for Place One must reside in Humphreys County, Sunflower County or 
Washington County.  The chancellor for Place Two must reside in Issaquena County, 
Sharkey County or Warren County. 
 
 SECTION 60.  Section 9-5-35, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 [Until January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-5-35.  The Tenth Chancery Court District is composed of the following counties: 
 
  (a)  Forrest County; 
 
  (b)  Lamar County; 
 
  (c)  Marion County; 
 
  (d)  Pearl River County; and 
 
  (e)  Perry County. 
 
 [From and after January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-5-35.  The Tenth Chancery Court District is composed of the following counties: 
 
 * * * 
 
  ( * * *a)  Lamar County; 
 
  ( * * *b)  Marion County; and 
 
  ( * * *c)  Pearl River County * * *. 
 
 * * * 
 
 SECTION 61.  Section 9-5-36, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 [Until January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-5-36.  (1)  There shall be four (4) chancellors for the Tenth Chancery Court 
District.  
 
 (2)  The four (4) chancellorships shall be separate and distinct and denominated 
for purposes of appointment and election only as "Place One," "Place Two," "Place Three" 
and "Place Four."  The chancellor to fill Place One and Place Four may be a resident of 
any county in the district.  The chancellor to fill Place Two must be a resident of Lamar, 
Marion, Pearl River or Perry County.  The chancellor to fill Place Three must be a resident 
of Forrest County.  Election of the four (4) offices of chancellor shall be by election to be 
held in every county within the Tenth Chancery Court District. 
 
 [From and after January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
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 9-5-36.  (1)  There shall be * * * three (3) chancellors for the Tenth Chancery Court 
District.  
 
 (2)  The * * * three (3) chancellorships shall be separate and distinct and 
denominated for purposes of appointment and election only as "Place One," "Place 
Two * * *" and "Place Three" * * *.  The chancellor to fill Place One * * * may be a resident 
of any county in the district.  The chancellor to fill Place Two must be a resident of 
Lamar * * * County.  The chancellor to fill Place Three * * * may be a resident of any county 
in the district.  * * *  
 
 SECTION 62.  Section 9-5-37, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 9-5-37.  (1)  The Eleventh Chancery Court District is composed of the following 
counties: 
 
  (a)  Holmes County; 
 
  (b)  Leake County; 
 
  (c)  Madison County; and 
 
  (d)  Yazoo County. 
 
 (2)  The Eleventh Chancery Court District shall be divided into two (2) subdistricts 
as follows: 
 
  (a)  Subdistrict 11-1 shall consist of Holmes County, Yazoo County and the 
following precincts in Madison County:  * * * Canton Bible Church, Canton Community 
Center, Ferns Chapel Freewill, Frankin Baptist Church, Madison County Baptist Family 
Life Center * * * and Magnolia Heights  * * *; 
 
  (b)  Subdistrict 11-2 shall consist of Leake County and the following precincts 
in Madison County:  * * * Camden, Cameron, * * * Canton Catholic Parish Center, Canton 
Fire Station #4, Canton National Guard Amory, Canton South Liberty, Canton St. Paul 
Methodist, Cedar Grove, * * * China Grove, Colonial Heights, Couparle, Farmhaven Fire 
Station, Fellowship Bible Church, First Baptist, Gluckstadt, Grace Crossing, Greater Mt. 
Levi Church, Highland Colony Baptist Church, * * * Lake Caroline Clubhouse, Mark 
Apartments, Mounty Hope, New Life, North Bay, * * * Parkway Church, Pleasant Gift 
Church, Pleasant Green, Ridgeland First Methodist Church, * * * Ridgeland Recreational 
Center, Sunnybrook, Tougaloo, * * * Trace Ridge, Twin Lakes Baptist, Vertical Church, 
Victory Baptist Church * * * and Victory Christian. 
 
 SECTION 63.  Section 9-5-38, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 9-5-38.  There shall be three (3) chancellors for the Eleventh Chancery Court 
District.  The three (3) chancellorships shall be separate and distinct.  One (1) chancellor 
shall be elected from Subdistrict 11-1 and denominated for purposes of appointment and 
election only as "Place One * * *", one (1) chancellor shall be elected from Subdistrict 11-2 
and denominated for purposes of appointment and election only as "Place Two * * *", and 
one (1) chancellor shall be elected at large from the entire Eleventh Chancery Court 
District and denominated for purposes of appointment and election only as "Place 
Three * * *". 
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 SECTION 64.  Section 9-5-39, Mississippi Code of 1972, is brought forward as 
follows: 
 
 9-5-39.  The Twelfth Chancery Court District is composed of the following counties: 
 
  (a)  Clarke County; and 
 
  (b)  Lauderdale County. 
 
 SECTION 65.  Section 9-5-40, Mississippi Code of 1972, is brought forward as 
follows: 
 
 9-5-40.  (1)  There shall be two (2) judges for the Twelfth Chancery Court District. 
 
 (2)  The two (2) chancellorships shall be separate and distinct and denominated for 
purposes of appointment and election only as "Place One" and "Place Two." 
 
 SECTION 66.  Section 9-5-41, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 [Until January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-5-41.  (1)  The Thirteenth Chancery Court District is composed of the following 
counties: 
 
  (a)  Covington County; 
 
  (b)  Jefferson Davis County; 
 
  (c)  Lawrence County; 
 
  (d)  Simpson County; and 
 
  (e)  Smith County. 
 
 (2)  There shall be two (2) chancellors for the Thirteenth Chancery Court District.  
The two (2) chancellorships shall be separate and distinct and denominated for purposes 
of appointment and election only as "Place One" and "Place Two." 
 
 [From and after January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-5-41.  (1)  The Thirteenth Chancery Court District is composed of the following 
counties: 
 
  (a)  * * * Forrest County; 
 
  (b)  * * * Greene County; 
 
  (c)  * * * Perry County; and 
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  (d)  * * * Stone County. 
 
 * * * 
 
 (2)  There shall be * * * three (3) chancellors for the Thirteenth Chancery Court 
District.  The * * * three (3) chancellorships shall be separate and distinct and 
denominated for purposes of appointment and election only as "Place One" and "Place 
Two * * *" and "Place Three".  The chancellor for Place One must reside in Forrest County.  
The chancellor for Place Two may reside in any county in the district, except Forrest 
County.  The chancellor for Place Three shall reside and be elected from the following 
precincts in Forrest County:  Camp School, Court Street, Dixie Pine-Central, Eatonville, 
Eureka School, Glendale, Hardy Street, Hattiesburg Cultural Center, Highland Park, Lillie 
Burney School, North Heights, Pinecrest, Rawls Springs, Rowan School, Sigler Center, 
Thames School, Train Depot, West Hills and Westside. 
 
 SECTION 67.  Section 9-5-43, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 [Until January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-5-43.  (1)  The Fourteenth Chancery Court District is composed of the following 
counties: 
 
  (a)  Chickasaw County; 
 
  (b)  Clay County; 
 
  (c)  Lowndes County; 
 
  (d)  Noxubee County; 
 
  (e)  Oktibbeha County; and 
 
  (f)  Webster County. 
 
 (2)  The Fourteenth Chancery Court District shall be divided into three (3) 
subdistricts as follows: 
 
  (a)  Subdistrict 14-1 shall consist of Chickasaw County, Webster County and 
the following precincts in Oktibbeha County:  Bell Schoolhouse*, Bradley, Center Grove, 
Central Starkville*, Craig Springs, Double Springs, East Starkville*, Gillespie Street 
Center*, Maben, North Adaton, North Longview, North Starkville 2*, North Starkville 3, 
Northeast Starkville, Self Creek, South Adaton, South Longview, South Starkville*, Sturgis 
and West Starkville*. 
 
  (b)  Subdistrict 14-2 shall consist of the following precincts in the following 
counties: 
 
   (i)  Clay County:  Cedar Bluff, Central West Point, East West Point, 
Siloam, South West Point and Vinton; and 
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   (ii)  Lowndes County:  Air Base A, Air Base B, Air Base C, Air Base D, 
Air Base E, Brandon A, Brandon B, Brandon C, Brandon D, Caledonia, Columbus High 
School A, Columbus High School B, Columbus High School C, Columbus High School D, 
Dowdle Gas Training Center B, Fairgrounds C, Fairgrounds E, Fairgrounds F, Hunt C, Lee 
Middle School, Mitchell A, New Hope A, New Hope B, New Hope C, New Hope D, New 
Hope E, Rural Hill A, Rural Hill B, Rural Hill C, Sale A, Sale B, Sale C, Steens A, Steens 
B, Steens C, Trinity B, Union Academy B, Union Academy C and University A. 
 
  (c)  Subdistrict 14-3 shall consist of Noxubee County and the following 
precincts in the following counties: 
 
   (i)  Clay County:  Cairo, Caradine, North West Point, Pheba, Pine 
Bluff, Tibbee, Union Star and West West Point; 
 
   (ii)  Lowndes County:  Artesia, Coleman A, Coleman B, Crawford A, 
Fairgrounds A, Fairgrounds B, Fairgrounds D, Fairgrounds G, Hunt A, Hunt B, Mitchell B, 
New Hope F, Plum Grove A, Plum Grove B, Plum Grove C, Propst Park Community Hut, 
Trinity A, Union Academy A, University B, West Lowndes A and West Lowndes B; and 
 
   (iii)  Oktibbeha County:  Bell Schoolhouse*, Central Starkville*, East 
Starkville*, Gillespie Street Center*, Hickory Grove, North Starkville 2*, Oktoc, Osborn, 
Sessums, South Starkville*, Southeast Oktibbeha and West Starkville*. 
 
 [From and after January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-5-43.  * * * The Fourteenth Chancery Court District is composed of the following 
counties: 
 
  (a)  Chickasaw County; 
 
  (b)  Clay County; 
 
  (c)  Lowndes County; 
 
  (d)  Noxubee County; and 
 
  (e)  Oktibbeha County * * *. 
 
 * * * 
 
 SECTION 68.  Section 9-5-45, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 [Until January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-5-45.  There shall be three (3) chancellors for the Fourteenth Chancery Court 
District.  One (1) chancellor shall be elected from each subdistrict.   
 
 [From and after January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-5-45.  There shall be three (3) chancellors for the Fourteenth Chancery Court 
District.  * * * The three (3) chancellorships shall be separate and distinct and 
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denominated for purposes of appointment and election only as "Place One", "Place Two" 
and "Place Three".  The chancellor for Place One must reside in Chickasaw County, Clay 
County or Oktibbeha County.  The chancellor for Place Two must reside in Lowndes 
County or Noxubee County.  The chancellor for Place Three must reside and be elected 
from Noxubee County, and any of the following precincts in Lowndes County:  15th Street 
Church, Artesia, Coleman, Crawford, Hunt*, Plum Grove, Southside Church, Townsend 
Park, Trinity, West Lowndes; and the following precincts in Oktibbeha County:  Hickory 
Grove/Southeast Oktibbeha*, Oktoc and Sessums. 
 
 SECTION 69.  Section 9-5-47, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 [Until January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-5-47.  The Fifteenth Chancery Court District is composed of the following 
counties: 
 
  (a)  Copiah County; and 
 
  (b)  Lincoln County. 
 
 [From and after January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-5-47.  (1)  The Fifteenth Chancery Court District is composed of the following 
counties: 
 
  (a)  Claiborne County 
 
  ( * * *b)  Copiah County; * * * 
 
  (c)  Lawrence County; 
 
  ( * * *d)  Lincoln County * * *; and 
 
  (e)  Walthall County. 
 
 (2)  There shall be two (2) chancellors for the Fifteenth Chancery Court District.  
The two (2) chancellorships shall be separate and distinct and denominated for purposes 
of appointment and election only as "Place One" and "Place Two".  The chancellor for 
Place One must reside in Copiah County, Claiborne County or Lawrence County.  The 
chancellor for Place Two must reside in Lincoln County or Walthall County. 
 
 SECTION 70.  Section 9-5-49, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 [Until January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-5-49.  The Sixteenth Chancery Court District is composed of the following 
counties: 
 
  (a)  George County; 
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  (b)  Greene County; and 
 
  (c)  Jackson County. 
 
 [From and after January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-5-49.  The Sixteenth Chancery Court District is composed of the following 
counties: 
 
  (a)  George County; and 
 
 * * * 
 
  ( * * *b)  Jackson County. 
 
 SECTION 71.  Section 9-5-50, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 [Until January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-5-50.  (1)  There shall be three (3) chancellors for the Sixteenth Chancery Court 
District. 
 
 (2)  The three (3) chancellorships shall be separate and distinct and denominated 
for purposes of appointment and election only as "Place One," "Place Two" and "Place 
Three." 
 
 [From and after January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-5-50.  (1)  There shall be * * * four (4) chancellors for the Sixteenth Chancery 
Court District. 
 
 (2)  The * * * four (4) chancellorships shall be separate and distinct and 
denominated for purposes of appointment and election only as "Place One," "Place 
Two" * * *, "Place Three * * *" and "Place Four".  The chancellors for Place One, Place 
Two and Place Three may reside in any county in the district.  The chancellor for Place 
Four must reside in George County. 
 
 SECTION 72.  Section 9-5-51, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 [Until January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-5-51.  (1)  The Seventeenth Chancery Court District is composed of the following 
counties: 
 
  (a)  Adams County; 
 
  (b)  Claiborne County; 
 
  (c)  Jefferson County; and 
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  (d)  Wilkinson County. 
 
 (2)  The Seventeenth Chancery Court District shall be divided into two (2) 
subdistricts as follows: 
 
  (a)  Subdistrict 17-1 shall consist of Claiborne County, Jefferson County, and 
the following precincts in Adams County:  Airport Carpenter*, Convention Center*, Foster 
Mound, Maryland*, Northside School, Palestine, Pine Ridge, Thompson and 
Washington*. 
 
  (b)  Subdistrict 17-2 shall consist of Wilkinson County and the following 
precincts in Adams County:  Beau Pre, Bellemont, By-Pass Fire Station, Carpenter*, 
Concord, Convention Center*, Courthouse, Duncan Park, Kingston, Liberty Park, 
Maryland*, Morgantown, Oakland and Washington*. 
 
 (3)  There shall be two (2) chancellors for the Seventeenth Chancery Court District.  
One (1) chancellor shall be elected from each subdistrict. 
 
 [From and after January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-5-51.  (1)  The Seventeenth Chancery Court District is composed of * * * DeSoto 
County. 
 
 * * * 
 
 ( * * *2)  There shall be * * * three (3) chancellors for the Seventeenth Chancery 
Court District.  * * * The three (3) chancellorships shall be separate and distinct and 
denominated for purposes of appointment and election only as "Place One," "Place Two" 
and "Place Three".  The chancellors for Place One and Place Two may reside in any 
precinct in the district.  The chancellor for Place Three must reside in and be elected from 
the following precincts in DeSoto County:  Horn Lake Central, Horn Lake East, Horn Lake 
High School*, Horn Lake Intermediate School, Horn Lake North, Horn Lake West, 
Northwest Community College*, Southhaven South and Southhaven West*. 
 
 SECTION 73.  Section 9-5-53, Mississippi Code of 1972, is brought forward as 
follows: 
 
 9-5-53.  The Eighteenth Chancery Court District is composed of the following 
counties: 
 
  (a)  Benton County; 
 
  (b)  Calhoun County; 
 
  (c)  Lafayette County; 
 
  (d)  Marshall County; and 
 
  (e)  Tippah County. 
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 SECTION 74.  Section 9-5-54, Mississippi Code of 1972, is brought forward as 
follows: 
 
 9-5-54.  (1)  There shall be two (2) chancellors for the Eighteenth Chancery Court 
District. 
 
 (2)  The two (2) chancellorships shall be separate and distinct and denominated for 
purposes of appointment and election only as "Place One" and "Place Two." 
 
 SECTION 75.  Section 9-5-55, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 [Until January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-5-55.  The Nineteenth Chancery Court District is composed of the following 
counties: 
 
  (a)  Jones County; and 
 
  (b)  Wayne County. 
 
 [From and after January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-5-55.  (1)  The Nineteenth Chancery Court District is composed of the following 
counties: 
 
  (a)  Jones County; and 
 
  (b)  Wayne County. 
 
 (2)  There shall be two (2) chancellors for the Nineteenth Chancery Court District.  
The two (2) chancellorships shall be separate and distinct and denominated for purposes 
of appointment and election only as "Place One" and "Place Two".  The chancellor for 
Place One must reside in Jones County.  The chancellor for Place Two must reside in 
Wayne County. 
 
 SECTION 76.  Section 9-5-57, Mississippi Code of 1972, is brought forward as 
follows: 
 
 9-5-57.  The Twentieth Chancery Court District shall be Rankin County. 
 
 SECTION 77.  Section 9-5-58, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 9-5-58.  There shall be three (3) chancellors for the Twentieth Chancery Court 
District.  For purposes of appointment and election the three (3) chancellorships shall be 
separate and distinct and denominated for purposes of appointment and election only as 
"Place One * * *", "Place Two", and "Place Three * * *". 
 
 SECTION 78.  Section 25-31-5, Mississippi Code of 1972, is brought forward as 
follows: 
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 25-31-5.  (1)  The following number of full-time legal assistants are authorized in 
the following circuit court districts: 
 
  (a)  First Circuit Court District.............. ten (10) legal assistants. 
 
  (b)  Second Circuit Court District.......... eleven (11) legal assistants. 
 
  (c)  Third Circuit Court District............... six (6) legal assistants. 
 
  (d)  Fourth Circuit Court District..............six (6) legal assistants. 
 
  (e)  Fifth Circuit Court District...............five (5) legal assistants. 
 
  (f)  Sixth Circuit Court District............. three (3) legal assistants. 
 
  (g)  Seventh Circuit Court District......... twelve (12) legal assistants.  
Effective July 1, 2023, through July 1, 2025, the Seventh Circuit Court District shall have 
fourteen (14) legal assistants. 
 
  (h)  Eighth Circuit Court District.............three (3) legal assistants. 
 
  (i)  Ninth Circuit Court District..............three (3) legal assistants. 
 
  (j)  Tenth Circuit Court District.............. five (5) legal assistants. 
 
  (k)  Eleventh Circuit Court District............five (5) legal assistants. 
 
  (l)  Twelfth Circuit Court District.............five (5) legal assistants. 
 
  (m)  Thirteenth Circuit Court District..........four (4) legal assistants. 
 
  (n)  Fourteenth Circuit Court District.......... six (6) legal assistants. 
 
  (o)  Fifteenth Circuit Court District......... seven (7) legal assistants. 
 
  (p)  Sixteenth Circuit Court District........... six (6) legal assistants. 
 
  (q)  Seventeenth Circuit Court District........ four (4) legal assistants. 
 
  (r)  Eighteenth Circuit Court District...........two (2) legal assistants. 

 
(s)  Nineteenth Circuit Court District........ seven (7) legal assistants. 
(t)  Twentieth Circuit Court District......... seven (7) legal assistants. 
(u)  Twenty-first Circuit Court District....... four (4) legal assistants. 

  (v)  Twenty-second Circuit Court District..... three (3) legal assistants. 
  (w)  Twenty-third Circuit Court District ..... five (5) legal assistants. 
 (2)  In addition to any legal assistants authorized pursuant to subsection (1) of 
this section, the following number of full-time legal assistants are authorized (i) in the 
following circuit court districts if funds are appropriated by the Legislature to adequately 
fund the salaries, expenses and fringe benefits of such legal assistants, or (ii) in any of 
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the following circuit court districts in which the board of supervisors of one or more of the 
counties in a circuit court district adopts a resolution to pay all of the salaries, 
supplemental pay, expenses and fringe benefits of legal assistants authorized in such 
district pursuant to this subsection: 
  (a)  First Circuit Court District................two (2) legal assistants. 
  (b)  Second Circuit Court District...............two (2) legal assistants. 
  (c)  Third Circuit Court District................two (2) legal assistants. 
  (d)  Fourth Circuit Court District...............two (2) legal assistants. 
  (e)  Fifth Circuit Court District................two (2) legal assistants. 

(f)  Sixth Circuit Court District................two (2) legal assistants. 
  (g)  Seventh Circuit Court District..............two (2) legal assistants. 
  (h)  Eighth Circuit Court District...............two (2) legal assistants. 
  (i)  Ninth Circuit Court District................two (2) legal assistants. 
  (j)  Tenth Circuit Court District................two (2) legal assistants. 
  (k)  Eleventh Circuit Court District.............two (2) legal assistants. 
  (l)  Twelfth Circuit Court District..............two (2) legal assistants. 
  (m)  Thirteenth Circuit Court District...........two (2) legal assistants. 
  (n)  Fourteenth Circuit Court District...........two (2) legal assistants. 
  (o)  Fifteenth Circuit Court District............two (2) legal assistants. 
  (p)  Sixteenth Circuit Court District............two (2) legal assistants. 

(q)  Seventeenth Circuit Court District..........two (2) legal assistants. 
  (r)  Eighteenth Circuit Court District...........two (2) legal assistants. 
  (s)  Nineteenth Circuit Court District...........two (2) legal assistants. 
  (t)  Twentieth Circuit Court District............two (2) legal assistants. 
  (u)  Twenty-first Circuit Court District.........two (2) legal assistants. 
  (v)  Twenty-second Circuit Court District........two (2) legal assistants. 
  (w)  Twenty-third Circuit Court District........two (2) legal assistants. 
 (3)  The board of supervisors of any county may pay all or a part of the salary, 
supplemental pay, expenses and fringe benefits of any district attorney or legal assistant 
authorized in the circuit court district to which such county belongs pursuant to this 
section. 
 (4)  The district attorney of any circuit court district may employ additional legal 
assistants or criminal investigators, or both, without regard to any limitation on the 
number of legal assistants authorized in this section or criminal investigators authorized 
by other provisions of law to the extent that the district attorney's office receives funds 
from any source.  Any source shall include, but is not limited to, office generated funds, 
funds from a county, a combination of counties, a municipality, a combination of 
municipalities, federal funds, private grants or foundations, or by means of an Interlocal 
Cooperative Agreement authorized by Section 17-13-1 which may be expended for 
those positions in an amount sufficient to pay all of the salary, supplemental pay, 
expenses and fringe benefits of the positions.  Such funds may either be paid out of 
district attorney accounts, transferred by the district attorney to the Department of 
Finance and Administration or to one or more of the separate counties comprising the 
circuit court district, and the funds shall be disbursed to such employees in the same 
manner as state-funded criminal investigators and full-time legal assistants.  The district 
attorney shall report to the board of supervisors of each county comprising the circuit 
court district the amount and source of the supplemental salary, expenses and fringe 
benefits, and the board in each county shall spread the same on its minutes.  The 
district attorney shall also report such information to the Department of Finance and 
Administration which shall make such information available to the Legislative Budget 
Office. 
 (5)  The district attorney shall be authorized to assign the duties of a legal 
assistant regardless of the source of funding for such legal assistants. 
 SECTION 79.  Section 25-31-10, Mississippi Code of 1972, is brought forward as 
follows: 
 25-31-10.  (1)  Any district attorney may appoint a full-time criminal investigator. 
 (2)  The district attorneys of the Fifth, Ninth, Tenth, Eleventh, Twelfth, Thirteenth, 
Fourteenth, Fifteenth, Sixteenth, Seventeenth, Twentieth and Twenty-first Circuit Court 
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Districts may appoint one (1) additional full-time criminal investigator for a total of two (2) 
full-time criminal investigators. 
 (3)  The district attorneys of the First, Second, Third, Fourth, Nineteenth and 
Twenty-third Circuit Court Districts may appoint two (2) additional full-time criminal 
investigators for a total of three (3) full-time criminal investigators. 
 (4)  The district attorney of the Seventh Circuit Court District may appoint one (1) 
additional full-time criminal investigator for a total of four (4) full-time criminal 
investigators. 
 (5)  No district attorney or assistant district attorney shall accept any private 
employment, civil or criminal, in any matter investigated by such criminal investigators. 
 (6)  The full and complete compensation for all public duties rendered by the 
criminal investigators shall be not more than Sixty-three Thousand Dollars ($63,000.00) 
per annum, to be determined at the discretion of the district attorney based upon the 
qualifications, education and experience of the criminal investigator, plus necessary 
travel and other expenses, to be paid in accordance with Section 25-31-8.  However, the 
maximum salary under this subsection for a criminal investigator who has a law degree 
may be supplemented by the district attorney from other available funds, but not to 
exceed the maximum salary for a legal assistant to a district attorney. 
 (7)  Any criminal investigator may be designated by the district attorney to attend 
the Law Enforcement Officers Training Program set forth in Section 45-6-1 et seq.  The 
total expenses associated with attendance by criminal investigators at the Law 
Enforcement Officers Training Program shall be paid out of the funds of the appropriate 
district attorney. 
 (8)  The district attorney shall be authorized to assign the duties of criminal 
investigators regardless of the source of funding for such criminal investigators. 
 SECTION 80.  Section 99-36-7, Mississippi Code of 1972, is brought forward as 
follows: 
 99-36-7.  (1)  (a)  In addition to the full-time legal assistants to the district attorney 
authorized by Section 25-31-5, the district attorney in each circuit court district in this 
state shall, subject to the approval of and upon the order of the senior circuit court judge 
of the district, employ one (1) person to serve at the will and pleasure of the district 
attorney as a "victim assistance coordinator" who shall not be considered to be a state 
employee. 
  (b)  The District Attorney of the First Circuit Court District may appoint one 
(1) additional victim assistance coordinator, and the District Attorney of the Fourteenth 
Circuit Court District, upon the approval of the boards of supervisors, may appoint one 
(1) additional victim assistance coordinator, subject to the approval of and upon the 
order of the senior circuit court judge of the applicable district for a total of two (2) victim 
assistance coordinators per district. 
 (2)  The duty of the victim assistance coordinator is to ensure that a victim, 
guardian of a victim, or close relative of a deceased victim is afforded the rights granted 
victims, guardians and relatives by Section 99-36-5.  The victim assistance coordinator 
shall work closely with appropriate law enforcement agencies, prosecuting attorneys, the 
state and the judiciary in fulfilling that duty. 
 (3)  The salary of the victim assistance coordinator shall not exceed the salary 
authorized for criminal investigators in Section 25-31-10, and shall be paid jointly by the 
counties comprising the circuit court district, with each county paying a pro rata share of 
the salary as determined by the senior circuit court judge. 
 (4)  The board of supervisors of any county, with the approval of and upon the 
order of the senior circuit court judge of the district wherein such county lies, may, in 
addition to any victim assistance coordinator provided for in subsection (1) of this 
section, create the position of county victim assistance coordinator.  The duty of the 
county victim assistance coordinator shall be to cooperate with local law enforcement 
agencies, the county attorney and the district attorney in assuring that a victim, guardian 
or close relative is afforded the rights granted by Section 99-36-5.  Two (2) or more 
counties, by action of their respective boards of supervisors, with the approval of and 
upon the order of the senior circuit court judge of the district wherein such counties lie, 
may join in establishing and maintaining the position of victim assistance coordinator to 
serve these counties.  Any municipality, by action of its governing authority, may 
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participate in the establishment and maintenance of a county victim assistance 
coordinator's office located within the municipality. 
 (5)  Any district attorney, county board of supervisors or governing authority of a 
municipality which has established or is participating in the maintenance of an office of 
victim assistance coordinator may apply through the Governor's Office of State and 
Federal Programs for a grant under the federal "Victims of Crimes Act of 1984" (Public 
Law 98-473) to be used in the continued operation of the victim assistance program. 
 SECTION 81.  (1)  A special election shall be held to fill the office of circuit judge 
for the Twenty-first Circuit Court District.  The special election shall be held on the first 
Tuesday in November, 2025.  Candidates shall file as provided in Section 23-15-977, 
and shall run for office and be elected as provided in Sections 23-15-974 through 
23-15-985, which constitute the Nonpartisan Judicial Election Act.  The judge elected 
shall serve until January 1, 2027, unless the person is re-elected to fill such office in the 
November, 2026, election for judicial offices.  The terms of those offices shall thereafter 
be as provided by law for circuit judges generally. 
 (2)  Candidates for the chancellorships and the circuit judgeships that begin 
January 1, 2027, shall run for those offices in the general election for judicial officers to 
be conducted in November 2026.  Candidates for the chancellorships and the circuit 
judgeships that begin January 1, 2031, shall run for those offices in the general election 
for judicial officers to be conducted in November 2030.  Candidates shall file as provided 
in Section 23-15-977, and shall run for office and be elected as provided in Sections 
23-15-974 through 23-15-985, which constitute the Nonpartisan Judicial Election Act.  
The judges elected shall serve four-year terms to begin January 1, 2027, and/or January 
1, 2031, as applicable and the terms of those offices shall thereafter be as provided for 
chancellors and circuit judges generally. 
 SECTION 82.  This act shall take effect and be in force from and after July 1, 
2025. 
 Further, amend by striking the title in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 
 
 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTIONS 9-7-7, 9-7-11, 9-7-14, 9-7-15, 9-7-17, 9-7-21, 
9-7-23, 9-7-25, 9-7-29, 9-7-30, 9-7-31, 9-7-33, 9-7-34, 9-7-35, 9-7-37, 9-7-39, 9-7-41, 
9-7-42, 9-7-44, 9-7-46, 9-7-47, 9-7-49, 9-7-51, 9-7-54, 9-7-55, 9-7-57, 9-7-63 AND 
9-7-64, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO REVISE THE NUMBER OF JUDGES AND 
RESIDENCY REQUIREMENTS FOR THE FIRST, SECOND, THIRD, FOURTH, SIXTH, 
SEVENTH, NINTH, TENTH, ELEVENTH, FOURTEENTH, FIFTEENTH, SIXTEENTH, 
SEVENTEENTH, EIGHTEENTH, NINETEENTH, TWENTIETH, TWENTY-FIRST, 
TWENTY-SECOND CIRCUIT COURT DISTRICTS; TO BRING FORWARD SECTIONS 
9-7-1, 9-7-3, 9-7-5, 9-7-9, 9-7-13, 9-7-19, 9-7-20, 9-7-27, 9-7-32, 9-7-43, 9-7-45 AND 
9-7-53, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, WHICH PROVIDE FOR THE NUMBER OF 
JUDGES AND TERMS FOR CIRCUIT COURTS FOR THE FIRST, THIRD, FIFTH, 
EIGHTH, TENTH, TWELFTH AND THIRTEENTH CIRCUIT COURT DISTRICTS, FOR 
PURPOSES OF AMENDMENT; TO AMEND SECTIONS 9-5-7, 9-5-9, 9-5-11, 9-5-15, 
9-5-17, 9-5-21, 9-5-22, 9-5-23, 9-5-25, 9-5-27, 9-5-29, 9-5-31, 9-5-35, 9-5-36, 9-5-37, 
9-5-41, 9-5-43, 9-5-45, 9-5-47, 9-5-49, 9-5-50, 9-5-51, 9-5-55 AND 9-5-58, MISSISSIPPI 
CODE OF 1972, TO REVISE THE NUMBER OF JUDGES AND RESIDENCY 
REQUIREMENTS FOR THE SECOND, THIRD, FOURTH, FIFTH, SIXTH, SEVENTH, 
EIGHTH, NINTH, TENTH, ELEVENTH, THIRTEENTH, FOURTEENTH, FIFTEENTH, 
SIXTEENTH, SEVENTEENTH AND NINETEENTH CIRCUIT COURT DISTRICTS; TO 
BRING FORWARD SECTIONS 9-5-1, 9-5-3, 9-5-5, 9-5-39, 9-5-40, 9-5-53, 9-5-54 AND 
9-5-57 MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, WHICH PROVIDE FOR THE NUMBER OF 
JUDGES, DISTRICTS AND TERMS OF CHANCERY COURTS FOR THE FIRST, 
THIRD, EIGHTH, NINTH, ELEVENTH, TWELFTH, FOURTEENTH, EIGHTEENTH, 
TWENTIETH, FOR PURPOSES OF AMENDMENT; TO AMEND SECTIONS 9-5-13, 
9-5-19, 9-5-33 AND 9-5-38, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO REVISE THE NUMBER 
OF JUDGES AND RESIDENCY REQUIREMENTS FOR THE SECOND, THIRD, 
FOURTH, FIFTH, SIXTH, SEVENTH, EIGHTH, NINTH, TENTH, THIRTEENTH, 
FOURTEENTH, FIFTEENTH, SIXTEENTH, SEVENTEENTH AND NINETEENTH 
CHANCERY COURT DISTRICTS; TO BRING FORWARD SECTIONS 25-31-5 AND 



SENATE JOURNAL 
THURSDAY, MARCH 6, 2025 

 

1015 

25-31-10, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, WHICH PROVIDE FOR ASSISTANT 
DISTRICT ATTORNEYS AND CRIMINAL INVESTIGATORS, FOR PURPOSES OF 
POSSIBLE AMENDMENT; TO BRING FORWARD SECTION 99-36-7, MISSISSIPPI 
CODE OF 1972, WHICH PROVIDES FOR VICTIM ASSISTANCE COORDINATORS, 
FOR PURPOSES OF AMENDMENT; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 

__________ 
 
 President Hosemann yielded the gavel to President Pro Tempore Kirby, who 
presided over the Senate. 

__________ 
 
 Senator Bryan called up the following entitled bill: 
 
 H. B. No. 671: Hospital Expanded Capacity Program; extend period during which 
expenses incurred by hospitals for ICU beds may be reimbursed under. 
 
 YEAS AND NAYS On H. B. No. 671.  On motion of Senator Bryan, the rules were 
suspended, the bill considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and nays 
being taken, it passed, title standing as stated, by the following vote: 
 
 Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan, 
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins, 
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, 
McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, Seymour, 
Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, Thompson, 
Turner-Ford, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger.  Total--50. 
 Nays--None. 
 Absent and those not voting--Parks.  Total--1. 
 Vacancies--1. 
 
 
 
 Senator Bryan entered a motion to reconsider the vote whereby H. B. No. 671 
passed the Senate. 
 
 
 
 Senator Bryan moved to reconsider the vote whereby H. B. No. 671 passed the 
Senate. 
 
 The foregoing motion prevailed. 
 
 
 
 Senator Bryan offered the following COMMITTEE AMENDMENT NO. 1. 
 
 AMEND on line 73 by deleting "July 1, 2025" and inserting "its passage" in lieu 
thereof. 
 
 Committee Amendment No. 1 to H. B. No. 671 was adopted. 
 
 
 YEAS AND NAYS On H. B. No. 671.  On motion of Senator Bryan, the rules were 
suspended, the bill considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and nays 
being taken, it passed as amended, title standing as stated, by the following vote: 
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 Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan, 
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins, 
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, 
McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, Seymour, 
Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, Thompson, 
Turner-Ford, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger.  Total--50. 
 Nays--None. 
 Absent and those not voting--Parks.  Total--1. 
 Vacancies--1. 
 

_________ 
 
 Senator Bryan called up the following entitled bill: 
 
 H. B. No. 1530: Mental Health Regional Commissions; authorize boards of 
supervisors to agree to board compositions. 
 
 YEAS AND NAYS On H. B. No. 1530.  On motion of Senator Bryan, the rules were 
suspended, the bill considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and nays 
being taken, it passed, title standing as stated, by the following vote: 
 
 Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan, 
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins, 
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, 
McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, Seymour, 
Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, Thompson, 
Turner-Ford, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger.  Total--50. 
 Nays--None. 
 Absent and those not voting--Parks.  Total--1. 
 Vacancies--1. 
 

__________ 
 
 On motion of Senator DeBar, and with unanimous consent of the Senate, the 
Secretary was directed to release immediately to the House H. B. No. 246. 
 
 H. B. No. 246: 16th section land; authorize local school board to grant an extension 
to holder of a long-term lease in good standing. 

__________ 
 
 Senator DeBar called up the following entitled bill: 
 
 H. B. No. 962: Energy Academy Act; extend repealer on authority of Vicksburg-
Warren & Claiborne County schools to partner with nuclear plant. 
 
 YEAS AND NAYS On H. B. No. 962.  On motion of Senator DeBar, the rules were 
suspended, the bill considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and nays 
being taken, it passed, title standing as stated, by the following vote: 
 
 Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan, 
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins, 
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, 
McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, Seymour, 
Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, Thompson, 
Turner-Ford, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger.  Total--50. 
 Nays--None. 
 Absent and those not voting--Parks.  Total--1. 
 Vacancies--1. 
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__________ 

 
 Senator DeBar called up the following entitled bill: 
 
 H. B. No. 1066: Interstate Compact on Educational Opportunity for Military 
Children; correct reference to statutory provision for the U.S. Code. 
 
 YEAS AND NAYS On H. B. No. 1066.  On motion of Senator DeBar, the rules were 
suspended, the bill considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and nays 
being taken, it passed, title standing as stated, by the following vote: 
 
 Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan, 
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins, 
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, 
McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, Seymour, 
Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, Thompson, 
Turner-Ford, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger.  Total--50. 
 Nays--None. 
 Absent and those not voting--Parks.  Total--1. 
 Vacancies--1. 
 

__________ 
 
 Senator DeBar called up the following entitled bill: 
 
 H. B. No. 809: Students of active duty service members and civilian personnel; 
clarify "active duty" status for purpose of school enrollment and transfers. 
 
 Senator DeBar offered the following COMMITTEE AMENDMENT NO. 1. 
 
 Amend by striking all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 
 
 
 SECTION 1.  Section 37-15-29, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 37-15-29.  (1)  Except as provided in subsections (2), (3), (4) and (5) of this section, 
no minor child may enroll in or attend any school except in the school district of his 
residence, unless such child be lawfully transferred from the school district of his 
residence to a school in another school district in accord with the statutes of this state now 
in effect or which may be hereafter enacted. 
 
 (2)  Those children whose parent(s) or legal guardian(s) are instructional personnel 
or certificated employees of a school district may at such employee's discretion enroll and 
attend the school or schools of their parent's or legal guardian's employment regardless 
of the residence of the child. 
 
 (3)  No child shall be required to be transported in excess of thirty (30) miles on a 
school bus from his or her home to school, or in excess of thirty (30) miles from school to 
his or her home, if there is another school in an adjacent school district located on a 
shorter school bus transportation route by the nearest traveled road.  Those children 
residing in such geographical situations may, at the discretion of their parent(s) or legal 
guardian(s), enroll and attend the nearer school, regardless of the residence of the child.  
In the event the parent or legal guardian of such child and the school board are unable to 
agree on the school bus mileage required to transport the child from his or her home to 
school, an appeal shall lie to the State Board of Education, or its designee, whose decision 
shall be final.  The school districts involved in the appeal shall provide the Mississippi 
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Department of Education with any school bus route information requested, including riding 
the buses as necessary, in order to measure the bus routes in question, as needed by the 
State Board of Education in considering the appeal. 
 
 (4)  Those children lawfully transferred from the school district of his residence to 
a school in another school district prior to July 1, 1992, may, at the discretion of their 
parent(s) or legal guardian(s), continue to enroll and attend school in the transferee school 
district.  Provided further, that the brother(s) and sister(s) of said children lawfully 
transferred prior to July 1, 1992, may also, at the discretion of their parent(s) or legal 
guardian(s), enroll and attend school in the transferee school district. 
 
 (5)  (a)  Those children whose parent(s) or legal guardian(s) are active duty, or 
Active Guard and Reserve duty, members of the United States Armed Forces, but not 
those who are performing inactive duty training, may, at the discretion of their parent(s) or 
legal guardian(s), enroll and attend the school district and school campus of their parent's 
or legal guardian's choosing, regardless of the residence of the child. 
 
  (b)  Those children whose parent(s) or legal guardian(s) are civilian military 
personnel and reside on a military base  may, at the discretion of their parent(s) or legal 
guardian(s), enroll and attend the school district and school campus of their parent's or 
legal guardian's choosing, regardless of the residence of the child. 
 
  (c)  For purposes of paragraphs (a) and (b) of this subsection (5): 
 
   (i)  A school district is not required to provide transportation to a 
student who enrolls in or transfers to another school district or school campus within the 
district of chosen attendance;  
 
   (ii)  A student eligible for enrollment or transfer shall be allowed only 
one (1) school transfer per academic year;  
 
   (iii)  Once admitted, and unless expelled, the parent(s) or legal 
guardian(s) of students transferring under the authority of this subsection shall not be 
required to reapply for admission for continued enrollment in the school district or school 
campus of last attendance for any subsequent years of attendance therein; and 
 
   (iv)  If the school district is unable to accommodate a request for 
enrollment for transfer due to a lack of capacity to accept the student in to the district or a 
specific school campus, the school board shall deny the request and spread the same 
upon its minutes. 
 
  (d)  (i)  As used in this subsection (5), "active duty" means full-time duty in 
the active military service of the United States. 
 
   (ii)  As used in this subsection (5), "Active Guard and Reserve duty" 
means active duty or full-time National Guard duty performed by a member of a reserve 
component of the Army, Navy, Air Force, Space Force or Marine Corps, which is pursuant 
to an order to active duty or full-time National Guard duty for a period of one hundred 
eighty (180) consecutive days or more. 
 
   (iii)  Before enrolling his or her child in the selected school of choice, 
the service member shall provide the school of enrollment with a copy of his or her 
Department of Defense photo identification, and a "Statement of Service" from the 
installation adjutant general or official letter from a commander above the Lieutenant 
Colonel rank signifying that the service member is on active duty, or Active Guard and 
Reserve duty, assignment or has been mobilized within the state. 
 
 SECTION 2.  This act shall take effect and be in force from and after its passage, 
and shall stand repealed the day before its passage. 
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 Further, amend by striking the title in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 
 
 
 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 37-15-29, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO 
CLARIFY THE SCHOOL ENROLLMENT CHOICES OF CHILDREN OR ACTIVE DUTY, 
OR ACTIVE GUARD AND RESERVE DUTY, MEMBERS OF THE UNITED STATES 
ARMED FORCES; TO PROVIDE THAT ACTIVE DUTY, OR ACTIVE GUARD AND 
RESERVE DUTY, SERVICE MEMBERS WHOSE CHILDREN TRANSFER TO 
ANOTHER SCHOOL AFTER HAVING BEEN INITIALLY ENROLLED IN A SCHOOL 
DISTRICT FOR A CONTINUOUS PERIOD SHALL BE REQUIRED TO REAPPLY FOR 
ADMISSION IF THEY DESIRE TO RETURN TO THE PREVIOUS SCHOOL DISTRICT 
OR SCHOOL CAMPUS OF TRANSFER; TO DEFINE CERTAIN TERMINOLOGY USED 
HEREIN; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 
 
 
 Committee Amendment No. 1 to H. B. No. 809 was adopted. 
 
 YEAS AND NAYS On H. B. No. 809.  On motion of Senator DeBar, the rules were 
suspended, the bill considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and nays 
being taken, it passed as amended, title standing as stated, by the following vote: 
 
 Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan, 
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins, 
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, 
McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, Seymour, 
Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, Thompson, 
Turner-Ford, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger.  Total--50. 
 Nays--None. 
 Absent and those not voting--Parks.  Total--1. 
 Vacancies--1. 
 

__________ 
 
 Senator Thompson called up the following entitled bill: 
 
 H. B. No. 602: Crawfish and seafood; provide country of origin labeling 
requirements for. 
 
 Senator Thompson offered the following COMMITTEE AMENDMENT NO. 1. 
 
 Amend by striking all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 
 
 
 SECTION 1.  (1)  For purposes of this section: 
 
  (a)  "Seafood" means shrimp, crawfish, saltwater finfish, crustaceans, 
molluscan shellfish and other forms of saltwater aquatic animal life where such aquatic 
animal life is intended for human consumption.  The term seafood shall not include catfish 
as defined in Section 69-7-605. 
 
  (b)  "Label" means a display of written, printed or graphic matter upon or 
affixed to the container in which a seafood product is offered for direct retail sale. 
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 (2)  (a)  There is hereby established the Mississippi Seafood Labeling Task Force 
to study and make recommendations to the Legislature and the Mississippi Department 
of Marine Resources and the Mississippi Department of Agriculture and Commerce 
regarding the regulation of seafood labeling and seafood testing, for the maximization of 
benefit from that industry for the State of Mississippi and its citizens. 
 
  (b)  The Task Force shall be composed as follows: 
 
   (i)  The Governor or his designee; 
 
   (ii)  The Executive Director of the Mississippi Department of Marine 
Resources or his designee; 
 
   (iii)  The Commissioner of Agriculture and Commerce or his designee;  
 
   (iv)  The Executive Director of the Mississippi Gaming Commission or 
his designee;  
 
   (v)  A representative of the Mississippi Restaurant Association;  
 
   (vi)  The Director of the Division of Tourism or his designee. 
 
   (viii)  A person with a valid commercial fisherman's license appointed 
by the Governor; and 
 
   (ix)  A person who is an active shrimp or seafood processor appointed 
by the Governor. 
 
  (c)  The Task Force shall meet upon the call of the Executive Director of the 
Department of Marine Resources not later than 30 days after passage of this act, and 
organize for business by electing a Chairman and Secretary, and adopting necessary 
bylaws.  The Department of Marine Resources shall provide necessary administrative and 
clerical support for the Task Force.  The Task Force may hold meetings and hold public 
hearings as necessary to carry out its duties and responsibilities. 
 
  (d)  The Task Force is hereby charged with responsibility for the following: 
 
   (i)  To study and make recommendations with respect to seafood 
labeling laws and genetic seafood testing; 
 
   (ii)  To study and make recommendations with respect to domestic 
and imported seafood; 
 
   (iii)  To study and make recommendations with respect to the seafood 
industry and seafood production;  
 
   (iv)  To study and make recommendations with respect to markets 
and marketing strategies for the development and expansion of markets for seafood 
harvested from Mississippi waters; and 
 
   (v)  To perform any acts deemed necessary and proper to carry out 
its duties and responsibilities. 
 
  (e)  The activities of the Mississippi Seafood Task Force shall be funded 
through any funds made available by appropriation of the Legislature. 
 
  (f)  The Task Force shall develop and make a report with recommendations 
for necessary legislation to the Governor, Legislature and affected state agencies on or 
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before January 1, 2027, and on the completion of its report, the Task Force shall stand 
dissolved. 
 
 SECTION 2.  This act shall take effect and be in force from and after July 1, 2025. 
 
 Further, amend by striking the title in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 
 
 
 AN ACT TO ESTABLISH AND EMPOWER THE MISSISSIPPI SEAFOOD 
LABELING TASK FORCE TO STUDY AND MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS REGARDING 
SEAFOOD LABELING, SEAFOOD MARKETING AND SEAFOOD PRODUCTION IN 
THE WATERS OF MISSISSIPPI; TO PROVIDE FOR THE COMPOSITION OF THE TASK 
FORCE; TO PROVIDE FOR THE ORGANIZATION OF THE TASK FORCE; TO PROVIDE 
FOR A REPORT WITH RECOMMENDATIONS; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 
 
 
 Committee Amendment No. 1 to H. B. No. 602 was adopted. 
 
 YEAS AND NAYS On H. B. No. 602.  On motion of Senator Thompson, the rules 
were suspended, the bill considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and 
nays being taken, it passed as amended, title standing as stated, by the following vote: 
 
 Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan, 
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins, 
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, 
McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, Seymour, 
Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, Thompson, 
Turner-Ford, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger.  Total--50. 
 Nays--None. 
 Absent and those not voting--Parks.  Total--1. 
 Vacancies--1. 
 

__________ 
 
 Senator Thompson called up the following entitled bill: 
 
 H. B. No. 1102: Oyster bottoms; bring forward code sections related to. 
 
 Senator Thompson offered the following COMMITTEE AMENDMENT NO. 1. 
 
 Amend by striking all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 
 
 
 SECTION 1.  Section 49-15-27, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 49-15-27.  The department is hereby granted full and complete authority to lease 
the bottoms within its jurisdiction upon the following terms and conditions: 
 
 (1)  All areas within the department's jurisdiction, not designated state-owned reefs 
by this chapter, including natural reefs and all areas not within the boundaries of riparian 
property owners may be leased by the department. 
 
 (2)  All individual lessees shall be residents of the State of Mississippi, or if a firm 
or corporation, such firm or corporation shall be organized under the laws of the State of 
Mississippi and owned by a resident of the State of Mississippi. 
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 (3)  No individual, corporation, partnership or association may lease less than one 
(1) acre nor more than two thousand five hundred (2,500) acres total; however, in the case 
of an individual there shall be counted towards such limitation any lands leased by a 
corporation, partnership or association in which such individual owns ten percent (10%) 
or less interest and, in the case of a corporation, partnership or association, there shall be 
counted toward such limitation any lands leased by an individual stockholder, partner or 
associate thereof who owns ten percent (10%) or less interest in such corporation, 
partnership or association. 
 
 (4)  Individuals, firms or corporations desiring to lease bottoms shall make 
application to the department in writing, describing the area to be leased.  Applications 
must include a plat showing the proposed lease area and description of cultch material 
type and amount to be deployed on the leased area. 
 
 (5)  (a)  Any person who qualifies and who desires to lease a part of the bottom or 
bed of any of the waters of this state as provided in this section shall present to the 
department a written application, and pay an application fee in the amount of Fifty Dollars 
($50.00).  This application shall contain the name and address of the applicant and a 
reasonably definite description of the location and amount of land covered by water 
desired by the applicant.  The department shall establish a system to determine 
qualifications of applicants.  The department shall prioritize applications based on the 
following criteria, each of which shall be weighted equally: 
 
   (i)  Experience in oyster reef development; 
 
   (ii)  Experience in oyster cultivation and harvesting; 
 
   (iii)  Whether lease applicant is registered with the U.S. Food & Drug 
Administration Interstate Certified Shellfish Shippers List for Mississippi, and the length of 
time the applicant has been registered; 
 
   (iv)  Amount of acreage to be leased; and 
 
   (v)  Evidence of applicant's financial ability to perform cultivation and 
propagation requirements. 
 
The department shall then order an examination to determine whether the water bottoms 
applied for are leasable. 
 
  (b)  If the applicant is found to be qualified and the area is found to be 
leasable, the department shall determine the acreage upon which the rent shall be fixed 
and enter into a lease with the applicant, who shall pay the prorated annual rent in 
advance for the remainder of the calendar year.  If the applicant is not eligible for a lease, 
the department shall issue a written notice declining the application with specific reasons 
for same. 
 
 * * * 
 
  ( * * *c)  The department has the authority to reconfigure the lease areas 
from that requested by the applicant in the manner that promotes maximum utilization of 
the state's resources.  In the event the area requested by the applicant has to be 
reconfigured, the applicant has the right to refuse the reconfigured area and withdraw their 
application and receive a refund of their application fee. 
 
  ( * * *d)  The department shall require that the bottoms of water areas to be 
leased be as definable as possible, taking into consideration such factors as the shape of 
the body of water, permitted areas, and the condition of the bottom as to hardness or 
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softness which would render it desirable or undesirable for the purpose of oyster 
cultivation. 
 
  ( * * *e)  A lease applicant may withdraw a lease application and receive a 
full refund from the department of all application fees, by submitting a written request for 
withdrawal to the department within ninety (90) days after the department received the 
application. 
 
 (6)  Such leases shall be for an initial term of fifteen (15) years, with the lessee 
having the right of first renewal of the lease for an additional fifteen (15) years, and 
continue to renew at fifteen-year intervals, at the same ground rental rate so long as 
lessee actively cultivates and gathers oysters, and complies with the provisions of this 
chapter.  No lease may be transferred without approval by the department of the transfer. 
 
 (7)  The terms of every lease issued hereunder shall ensure the maximum 
cultivation and propagation of oysters.  Throughout the term of every lease issued 
hereunder, each lessee shall add cultch and make other necessary efforts to ensure the 
maximum cultivation and propagation of oysters.  The department shall promulgate 
regulations to set forth guidelines for lessees to follow to ensure the maximum cultivation 
and propagation of oysters under the lease.  The lessee shall submit a written report with 
supporting documentation to the department of efforts to cultivate and propagate oysters 
for the previous year.  If the department finds a lessee is not making efforts to cultivate 
and propagate oysters, and the lessee fails to take remedial steps to address same, such 
lease shall be subject to termination as provided for hereunder. 
 
 (8)  The department shall fix a ground rental rate at Three Dollars ($3.00) per acre 
per year.  The annual rental payments shall be due by December 31 for the next calendar 
year. 
 
 (9)  Any lessee who pays the rent on or after the first day of January shall pay the 
rent due plus an additional ten percent (10%) penalty.  The failure of the lessee to pay the 
rent punctually on or before the first of each March, ipso facto and without demand or 
putting in default, terminates and cancels the lease and forfeits to the department all the 
works, improvements, betterments, and oysters on the leased water bottom.  The 
department may at once enter on the water bottom and take possession thereof.  Such 
water bottom shall then be open for lease in accordance with subsections (5) through (8) 
of this section.  Ten (10) days thereafter the department shall enter the termination, 
cancellation, and forfeiture on its books and give public notice thereof by publication in 
one (1) local paper in the county where the formerly leased water bottoms are located.  
On or before the first day of each February, the department shall issue a written notice of 
delinquency by certified mail to each lessee who has not yet paid the rent.  The 
department shall also publish notice of such delinquency on its website. 
 
 (10)  The department shall keep an accurate chart of the areas within its jurisdiction 
and shall mark on such chart those areas which are under lease.  All leases shall be 
marked by appropriate poles, stakes or buoys of such material as will not injure watercraft, 
at the expense of the leaseholder.  The department shall keep an accurate book, 
designated "Mississippi Oyster Farms" which shall contain copies of all leases.  The 
department shall maintain a map of designated state-owned, leased areas, and areas 
available for lease on the department's website.  If any lease be cancelled or expire, such 
fact shall be noted on the face of such lease.  Lessees shall be "oyster farmers" for the 
purposes of any grants, aid, subsidies or other assistance from the federal government or 
other governmental or private agencies. 
 
 (11)  All funds derived from leasing shall be paid into the Seafood Fund under 
Section 49-15-17, for use by the department to further oyster production in this state, 
which includes plantings of oysters and cultch materials. 
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 (12)  All leases made by the department under the authority of this section shall be 
subject to the paramount right of the state and any of its political subdivisions authorized 
by law, to promote and develop ports, harbors, channels, industrial or recreational 
projects, and all such leases shall contain a provision that in the event such authorized 
public body shall require the area so leased or any part thereof for such public purposes, 
that the lease shall be terminated on reasonable notice fixed by the department in such 
lease.  On the termination of any lease, the lessees shall have the right to remove any 
oysters within the leased area within such time as may be fixed by the department and in 
accordance with such reasonable rules and regulations as the department may adopt. 
 
 Any person convicted of taking oysters from leased land or from waters that are 
not of a safe sanitary quality without a permit as provided in Section 49-15-37 shall, on 
the first offense, forfeit all equipment used, exclusive of any boat or boats; and be fined 
not to exceed Two Thousand Dollars ($2,000.00) or sentenced not to exceed one (1) year 
in the county jail, or both.  Subsequent convictions shall be punishable by forfeiture of all 
equipment, including any boat or boats; and a fine not to exceed Five Thousand Dollars 
($5,000.00) or not to exceed two (2) years in prison, or both such fine and imprisonment. 
 
 The department is enjoined to cooperate with the Jackson County Port Authority, 
the Harrison County Development Commission, the municipal port commission and other 
port and harbor agencies, so that oyster beds shall not be planted in close proximity to 
navigable channels.  The department or lessee shall have no right of action as against 
any such public body for damages accruing to any natural reef or leased reef by any 
necessary improvement of such channel in the interest of shipping, commerce, navigation 
or other purpose authorized by law. 
 
 (13)  A lessee has the exclusive use of the water bottoms leased and all oysters 
and cultch grown or placed thereon.  However, this exclusive right is subordinate to the 
rights and responsibilities of the state, any political subdivision of the state, the United 
States, or any agency or agent thereof, to take action in furtherance of coastal protection, 
conservation or restoration. 
 
 (14)  In order to protect the health and safety of the residents of the State of 
Mississippi, the terms and conditions relating to the leasing of bottoms provided in this 
section shall be fully applicable to any lease executed by the Mississippi Department of 
Marine Resources prior to April 17, 2023, and the department shall revise any lease 
issued prior to April 17, 2023, as necessary in order to comply with the provisions of this 
section. 
 
 SECTION 2.  Section 49-15-36, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 49-15-36.  (1)  The Department of Marine Resources shall have full jurisdiction and 
control of all designated state-owned reefs and oyster bottoms of the State of Mississippi.  
In no event shall the department designate more than twenty percent (20%) of the 
permitted areas available as state-owned reefs.  Permitted areas not subject to a lease 
under this chapter shall remain open to the public. 
 
 (2)  State-owned reefs may be opened for harvest of oysters during the season on 
a rotating basis.  If the department determines that a particular reef has been 
overharvested or that a high percentage of sublegal size oysters exist on a particular reef 
and that harvest could damage future oyster crops, the department may close designated 
reef areas and keep them closed during the season. 
 
 (3)  The department shall promulgate regulations regarding the closing of oyster 
reefs to protect the public health.  When that testing indicates the oysters on the closed 
reef are suitable for consumption, the reef shall be opened for the taking of oysters as 
soon as notice of that opening may be made to interested parties.  The authority to open 
or close oyster reefs under this chapter shall be solely within the discretion of the 
department.  The Gulf Coast Research Laboratory or other certified laboratory shall 
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cooperate with the department and shall conduct necessary tests to determine the 
condition of oyster reefs at the request of the department.  The department may limit the 
sale of oysters for human consumption. 
 
 (4)  (a)  The department may issue special permits for the purpose of catching 
oysters outside the open season or in areas not normally open to harvest to those 
nonprofit organizations that are tax exempt under Section 501(c) of the United States 
Internal Revenue Code and which have on file with the Department of Revenue a tax 
exemption letter issued by the United States Internal Revenue Service. 
 
  (b)  The department shall promulgate rules and regulations governing the 
taking of oysters by the nonprofit organization and shall issue such regulations to all 
organizations upon request and at the issuance of the special permit. 
 
 (5)  The department shall establish a reasonable period of time for depuration of 
oysters replanted from restricted waters.  That period of time shall be consistent with the 
maintenance of the public health and may vary from time to time and from one reef to 
another in accordance with environmental conditions. 
 
 SECTION 3.  This act shall take effect and be in force from and after its passage. 
 
 Further, amend by striking the title in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 
 
 
 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 49-15-27, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO 
CLARIFY THE AUTHORITY OF THE MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF MARINE 
RESOURCES RELATING TO THE APPROVAL OF OYSTER LEASES; TO AMEND 
SECTION 49-15-36, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO CLARIFY THAT PERMITTED 
OYSTER LEASE AREAS NOT SUBJECT TO A LEASE SHALL REMAIN OPEN TO THE 
PUBLIC; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 
 
 
 Committee Amendment No. 1 to H. B. No. 1102 was adopted. 
 
 YEAS AND NAYS On H. B. No. 1102.  On motion of Senator Thompson, the rules 
were suspended, the bill considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and 
nays being taken, it passed as amended, title standing as stated, by the following vote: 
 
 Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan, 
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins, 
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, 
McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, Seymour, 
Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, Thompson, 
Turner-Ford, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger.  Total--50. 
 Nays--None. 
 Absent and those not voting--Parks.  Total--1. 
 Vacancies--1. 
 

__________ 
 
 Senator Whaley called up the following entitled bill: 
 
 H. B. No. 913: Meat labeling; require accurate labeling of meat and nonmeat 
products by processors, retail and food establishment prior to final sale. 
 
 Senator Whaley offered the following COMMITTEE AMENDMENT NO. 1. 
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 AMEND on line 196 by striking "may" and insert in lieu thereof "shall" 
 
 
 
 Committee Amendment No. 1 to H. B. No. 913 was adopted. 
 
 YEAS AND NAYS On H. B. No. 913.  On motion of Senator Whaley, the rules were 
suspended, the bill considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and nays 
being taken, it passed as amended, title standing as stated, by the following vote: 
 
 Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan, 
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins, 
Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, McLendon, 
McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, Seymour, Simmons D. T. 
(12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, Thompson, Turner-Ford, 
Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger.  Total--49. 
 Nays--None. 
 Absent and those not voting--Parks.  Total--1. 
 Voting Present--Hickman.  Total--1. 
 Vacancies--1. 
 

__________ 
 
 Senator Whaley called up the following entitled bill: 
 
 H. B. No. 1006: Cultivate food products; prohibit manufacture and sale of items 
produced from cultured animal cells. 
 
 Senator Berry offered the following COMMITTEE AMENDMENT NO. 1. 
 
 AMEND on line 90 by restoring the word "be" after the word "not" 
 
 
 
 Committee Amendment No. 1 to H. B. No. 1006 was adopted. 
 
 YEAS AND NAYS On H. B. No. 1006.  On motion of Senator Berry, the rules were 
suspended, the bill considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and nays 
being taken, it passed as amended, title standing as stated, by the following vote: 
 
 Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan, 
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins, 
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, 
McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, Seymour, 
Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, Thompson, 
Turner-Ford, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger.  Total--50. 
 Nays--None. 
 Absent and those not voting--Parks.  Total--1. 
 Vacancies--1. 
 

__________ 
 
 Senator Whaley called up the following entitled bill: 
 
 H. B. No. 1295: Agritourism activity; revise definition of and clarify posting of 
signage for liability purposes. 
 



SENATE JOURNAL 
THURSDAY, MARCH 6, 2025 

 

1027 

 YEAS AND NAYS On H. B. No. 1295.  On motion of Senator Whaley, the rules 
were suspended, the bill considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and 
nays being taken, it passed, title standing as stated, by the following vote: 
 
 Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan, 
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins, 
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, 
McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, Seymour, 
Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, Thompson, 
Turner-Ford, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger.  Total--50. 
 Nays--None. 
 Absent and those not voting--Parks.  Total--1. 
 Vacancies--1. 
 

__________ 
 
 On motion of Senator Whaley, and with unanimous consent of the Senate, the 
Secretary was directed to release immediately to the House H. B. No. 913, H. B. No. 1006 
and H. B. No. 1295. 

__________ 
 
 Senator Fillingane called up the following entitled bill: 
 
 H. B. No. 1189: Victims of Human Trafficking and Commercial Sexual Exploitation 
Fund; increase deposits. 
 
 YEAS AND NAYS On H. B. No. 1189.  On motion of Senator Suber, the rules were 
suspended, the bill considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and nays 
being taken, it passed, title standing as stated, by the following vote: 
 
 Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan, 
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins, 
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, 
McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, Seymour, 
Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, Thompson, 
Turner-Ford, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger.  Total--50. 
 Nays--None. 
 Absent and those not voting--Parks.  Total--1. 
 Vacancies--1. 
 

__________ 
 
 Senator Suber called up the following entitled bill: 
 
 H. B. No. 1637: Hunting and fishing on another's land; revise provisions relating to 
payment of restitution. 
 
 Senator Suber offered the following COMMITTEE AMENDMENT NO. 1. 
 
 Amend by striking all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 
 
 
 SECTION 1.  Section 49-7-79, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 49-7-79.  (1)  It shall be unlawful for any person to knowingly enter the lands of 
another without the permission of, or without being accompanied by, the landowner or the 
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lessee of the land, or the agent of such landowner or lessee, to hunt, fish, shoot, or trap 
on the lands or leases of another. 
 
 (2)  Any person convicted of violating subsection (1) of this section shall be guilty 
of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction, shall be punished for the first offense by a fine of 
not less than Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00), nor more than One Thousand Dollars 
($1,000.00).  Upon conviction of any person for a second or subsequent offense, with the 
offenses being committed within five (5) years of the last offense, such person shall be 
punished by a fine of not less than One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00), nor more than One 
Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($1,500.00). 
 
 (3)  Any person convicted of a second or subsequent offense under subsection (1) 
of this section, the offenses being committed within a five-year period, shall also forfeit all 
hunting, trapping, and fishing privileges for a period of one (1) year.  Such person shall 
pay a reinstatement fee of Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) to have his or her privileges 
restored. 
 
 (4)  Any animal, bird, fish, or parts thereof, that have been unlawfully taken or 
possessed in violation of subsection (1) of this section shall be seized by a law 
enforcement officer and disposed of by the department, or under its direction. 
 
 (5)  In addition to any fine or penalty assessed due to a violation of this section, a 
person convicted of violating subsection (1) of this section * * * who unlawfully takes or 
possesses any fish caught from a private lake, private pond or other private waterbody 
shall make restitution to the landowner owning the private pond or other private waterbody 
in the amount of One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) for each fish taken or possessed in 
violation of this section.  The total amount of restitution authorized by this paragraph shall 
be paid to the landowner * * *. 
 
 (6)  (a)  In addition to any other fine or penalty assessed due to a violation of this 
section, a person convicted of violating subsection (1) of this section who unlawfully takes 
or possesses any wild animal, wild bird or parts of a wild animal or wild bird shall be 
required to make restitution by paying an assessment of not less than One Hundred 
Dollars ($100.00), nor more than Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00), for each wild animal or 
wild bird or parts of a wild animal or wild bird taken or possessed in violation of this section.  
The total amount of this assessment may not exceed an aggregate total of Two Thousand 
Dollars ($2,000.00) regardless of the number of wild animals or wild birds or parts of wild 
animals or wild birds unlawfully taken or possessed in violation of this section. 
 
  (b)  The clerk of the court shall collect and deposit the assessments collected 
pursuant to this subsection with the State Treasurer in the same manner and in 
accordance with the same procedures, as nearly as practicable, as required for the 
collection and deposit of other state assessments under Section 99-19-73.  
 
  (c)  The restitution assessment collected pursuant to this subsection must 
be credited to the Department of Wildlife, Fisheries and Parks and deposited in the 
Fisheries and Wildlife Fund created in Section 49-5-21 for the purposes of wildlife and 
sport fish restoration. 
 
  (d)  Restitution assessment monies collected pursuant to this subsection 
may be expended by the department upon appropriation by the Legislature. 
 
 SECTION 2.  This act shall take effect and be in force from and after its passage. 
 
 Further, amend by striking the title in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 
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 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 49-7-79, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO 
REVISE THE AMOUNT OF RESTITUTION PAYABLE TO A LANDOWNER BY A PERSON 
CONVICTED OF FISHING ON ANOTHER'S LAND AND TO REQUIRE THE PAYMENT 
OF AN ASSESSMENT FOR THE TAKING OF WILD ANIMALS AND BIRDS ON 
ANOTHER'S LAND; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 
 
 
 Committee Amendment No. 1 to H. B. No. 1637 was adopted. 
 
 
 YEAS AND NAYS On H. B. No. 1637.  On motion of Senator Suber, the rules were 
suspended, the bill considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and nays 
being taken, it passed as amended, title standing as stated, by the following vote: 
 
 Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan, Butler, 
Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins, 
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, 
McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, Seymour, 
Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, Thompson, 
Turner-Ford, Wiggins.  Total--46. 
 Nays--Blackwell, Whaley, Williams, Younger.  Total--4. 
 Absent and those not voting--Parks.  Total--1. 
 Vacancies--1. 
 

__________ 
 
 Senator England called up the following entitled bill: 
 
 H. B. No. 291: County and county district officers; require to have runoff election if 
no candidate receives majority after general election. 
 
 Senator England offered the following COMMITTEE AMENDMENT NO. 1. 
 
 Amend by striking all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 
 
 
 SECTION 1.  Section 23-15-193, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 [Through December 31, 2024, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 23-15-193.  (1)  At the election in 2023, and every four (4) years thereafter, there 
shall be elected a Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Secretary of State, Auditor of Public 
Accounts, State Treasurer, Attorney General, three (3) public service commissioners, 
three (3) Mississippi Transportation Commissioners, Commissioner of Insurance, 
Commissioner of Agriculture and Commerce, Senators and members of the House of 
Representatives in the Legislature, district attorneys for the several districts, clerks of the 
circuit and chancery courts of the several counties, as well as sheriffs, coroners, 
assessors, surveyors and members of the boards of supervisors, justice court judges and 
constables, and all other officers to be elected by the people at the general state election.  
All such officers shall hold their offices for a term of four (4) years, and until their 
successors are elected and qualified.  The state officers shall be elected in the manner 
prescribed in Section 140 of the Constitution. 
 
 (2)  The state officers that receive a majority of votes cast for the office at the 
general election shall be elected.  If no candidate receives a majority number of votes cast 
at the election, then the two (2) candidates who receive the highest number of votes cast 



SENATE JOURNAL 
THURSDAY, MARCH 6, 2025 

 

1030 

shall have their names placed on the ballot for the runoff election to be held three (3) 
weeks later.  The candidate who receives a majority of the votes cast in the runoff election 
shall be elected.  However, if no candidate receives a majority vote cast at the election, 
and there is a tie in the election of those receiving the next highest vote, then those 
candidates receiving the next highest vote and the candidate receiving the highest number 
of votes cast shall have their names placed on the ballot for the runoff election to be held 
three (3) weeks later, and whoever receives the majority of votes cast in the runoff election 
shall be elected.  If it appears that two (2) or more candidates for state office have an 
equal number of votes after the runoff election, the interested candidates shall appear 
before the Chief Justice of the Mississippi Supreme Court within two (2) days after the 
canvass and the tie shall be determined by a toss of a coin or by lot fairly and publicly 
drawn, and a certificate of election shall be given accordingly. 
 
 (3)  The provisions of Section 23-15-981 shall control the run-off elections of justice 
court judges. 
 
 [From and after January 1, 2025, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 23-15-193.  (1)  At the election in 2023, and every four (4) years thereafter, there 
shall be elected a Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Secretary of State, Auditor of Public 
Accounts, State Treasurer, Attorney General, three (3) public service commissioners, 
three (3) Mississippi Transportation Commissioners, Commissioner of Insurance, 
Commissioner of Agriculture and Commerce, Senators and members of the House of 
Representatives in the Legislature, district attorneys for the several districts, clerks of the 
circuit and chancery courts of the several counties, as well as sheriffs, coroners, 
assessors, surveyors and members of the boards of supervisors, justice court judges and 
constables, and all other officers to be elected by the people at the general state election.  
All such officers shall hold their offices for a term of four (4) years, and until their 
successors are elected and qualified.  The state officers shall be elected in the manner 
prescribed in Section 140 of the Constitution. 
 
 (2)  The * * * candidate that receives a majority of votes cast for the office at the 
general election shall be elected.  If no candidate receives a majority number of votes cast 
at the election, then the two (2) candidates who receive the highest number of votes cast 
shall have their names placed on the ballot for the runoff election to be held four (4) weeks 
later.  The candidate who receives a majority of the votes cast in the runoff election shall 
be elected.  However, if no candidate receives a majority vote cast at the election, and 
there is a tie in the election of those receiving the next highest vote, then those candidates 
receiving the next highest vote and the candidate receiving the highest number of votes 
cast shall have their names placed on the ballot for the runoff election to be held four (4) 
weeks later, and whoever receives the majority of votes cast in the runoff election shall be 
elected.  If it appears that two (2) or more candidates for * * * office have an equal number 
of votes after the runoff election, the interested candidates shall appear before the Chief 
Justice of the Mississippi Supreme Court within two (2) days after the canvass and the tie 
shall be determined by a toss of a coin or by lot fairly and publicly drawn, and a certificate 
of election shall be given accordingly. 
 
 (3)  The provisions of Section 23-15-981 shall control the run-off elections of justice 
court judges. 
 
 SECTION 2.  Section 23-15-601, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 23-15-601.  (1)  When the result of the election shall have been ascertained by the 
poll managers they, or one (1) of their number, or some fit person designated by them, 
shall, on the night of the election, deliver to the election commissioners, at the courthouse, 
a statement of the whole number of votes given for each person and for what office; and 
the election commissioners shall canvass the returns, ascertain and declare the result, 
and, within ten (10) days after the day of the election, shall deliver a certificate of the 
election to the person having the greatest number of votes for representative in the 
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Legislature of districts composed of one (1) county or less * * *.  If it appears that two (2) 
or more candidates for Representative of the county, or part of the county * * * standing 
highest on the list, and not elected, have an equal number of votes, the interested 
candidates shall appear before the election commissioners within two (2) days after the 
canvass and the tie shall be determined by a toss of a coin or by lot fairly and publicly 
drawn, and a certificate of election shall be given accordingly.  The foregoing provisions 
shall apply to Senators, if the county be a senatorial district. 
 
 (2)  The election commissioners shall transmit to the Secretary of State, on such 
forms and by such methods as may be required by rules and regulations promulgated by 
the Secretary of State, a statement of the total number of votes cast in the county for each 
candidate for each office and the total number of votes cast for such candidates in each 
precinct in the district in which the candidate ran. 
 
 SECTION 3.  Section 23-15-603, Mississippi Code of 1972, is brought forward as 
follows: 
 
 23-15-603.  (1)  The election commissioners shall, within ten (10) days after the 
general election and within ten (10) days after a runoff election, if one is required, transmit 
to the Secretary of State, to be filed in his or her office, a statement of the whole number 
of votes given in their county and the whole number of votes given in each precinct in their 
county, for each candidate for any office at the election; but the returns of every election 
for Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Secretary of State, Attorney General, Auditor of Public 
Accounts, State Treasurer, Commissioner of Insurance and other state officers, shall each 
be made out separately, sealed up together and transmitted to the seat of government, 
directed to the Secretary of State, and endorsed the "VOTE FOR STATE OFFICERS."  In 
addition to the other information required pursuant to this subsection, the returns for state 
officers shall contain a statement of the whole number of votes given in each House of 
Representative district or portion thereof for each candidate for state office at the election. 
 
 (2)  Constitutional amendments shall be voted for at the time fixed by the concurrent 
resolution.  The election, whether held separately or with other elections, shall be 
conducted, in all respects, as required for elections generally.  The election 
commissioners shall, within ten (10) days after the election, transmit to the Secretary of 
State a statement of the whole number of votes given in their county and the whole 
number of votes given in each precinct in their county for or against constitutional 
amendments. 
 
 (3)  The statements certified by the election commissioners and transmitted to the 
Secretary of State, as required by this section, shall be tabulated by the Secretary of State.  
Certified county vote totals shall represent the final results of the election. 
 
 (4)  The statements required by this section shall contain a certification, signed and 
dated by a majority of the election commissioners, which shall read as follows: 
 
  "We, the undersigned election commissioners, do hereby certify 

that this statement of the whole number of votes contains the official 
vote for the election reflected therein."  

 
 (5)  The statements required by this section shall be transmitted to the Secretary 
of State on such forms and by such methods as may be required by rules and regulations 
promulgated by the Secretary of State. 
 
 SECTION 4.  Section 23-15-605, Mississippi Code of 1972, is brought forward as 
follows: 
 
 23-15-605.  The Secretary of State, immediately after receiving the returns of an 
election, not longer than thirty (30) days after the election, shall sum up the whole number 
of votes given for each candidate other than candidates for state offices, legislative offices 
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composed of one (1) county or less, county offices and county district offices, according 
to the statements of the votes certified to him or her and ascertain the person or persons 
having the largest number of votes for each office, and declare such person or persons to 
be duly elected; and thereupon all persons chosen to any office at the election shall be 
commissioned by the Governor; but if it appears that two (2) or more candidates for any 
district office where the district is composed of two (2) or more counties, standing highest 
on the list, and not elected, have an equal number of votes, the election shall be decided 
between the candidates having an equal number of votes by each candidate individually 
drawing one (1) of the two (2) sealed containers from an opaque bag, under the direction 
of the Governor and Secretary of State.  The containers shall consist of a straw of 
conspicuous length, and the candidate drawing the container with the longer of the two 
(2) straws shall be declared the winner. 
 
 SECTION 5.  Section 23-15-951, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 23-15-951.  Except as otherwise provided by Section 23-15-955 or 23-15-961, a 
person desiring to contest the election of another person returned as elected to any office 
within any county, may, within twenty (20) days after the election, file a petition in the office 
of the clerk of the circuit court of the county, setting forth the grounds upon which the 
election is contested.  When such a petition is filed, the circuit clerk shall immediately 
notify, by registered letter, telegraph, telephone, or personally the Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court or in his or her absence, or disability, some other Justice of the Supreme 
Court, who shall forthwith designate and notify a circuit judge or chancellor of a district 
other than that which embraces the district, subdistrict, county or any of the counties, 
involved in the contest or complaint, to proceed to the county in which the contest or 
complaint has been filed to hear and determine the contest or complaint.  The circuit clerk 
shall also cause a copy of such petition to be served upon the contestee, which shall serve 
as notice to such contestee.   
 
 The Supreme Court shall compile a list of judges throughout the state to hear such 
disputes before an election.  The name of any judge selected to hear election day disputes 
shall be provided to the Secretary of State by the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court at 
the time the appointment is made, unless the Secretary of State is a party to the election 
day dispute to which the special circuit judge is appointed.  It shall be the official duty of 
the designated circuit judge or chancellor to proceed to discharge the duty of hearing the 
contest at the earliest possible date.  The date of the contest shall be fixed by the judge 
or chancellor, and the judge or chancellor shall provide reasonable notice to the contestant 
and the contestee of the date and time fixed for the contest.  The judge or chancellor shall 
cause the contestant and contestee to be served in a reasonable manner.  When the 
contestee is served, such contestee shall promptly file his or her answer, and 
cross-complaint, if the contestee has a cross-complaint. 
 
 The court shall, at the first term, cause an issue to be made up and tried by a jury, 
and the verdict of the jury shall find the person having the greatest number of legal votes 
at the election or the person having a majority of legal votes at the election, for county and 
county district officers.  If the jury shall find against the person returned elected, the clerk 
shall issue a certificate thereof; and the person in whose favor the jury shall find shall be 
commissioned by the Governor, and shall qualify and enter upon the duties of his or her 
office.  Each party shall be allowed ten (10) peremptory challenges, and new trials shall 
be granted and costs awarded as in other cases.  In case the election of district attorney 
or other state district election be contested, the petition may be filed in any county of the 
district or in any county of an adjoining district within twenty (20) days after the election, 
and like proceedings shall be had thereon as in the case of county officers, and the person 
found to be entitled to the office shall qualify as required by law and enter upon the duties 
of his or her office. 
 
 A person desiring to contest the election of another person returned as elected to 
any seat in the Mississippi Legislature shall comply with the provisions of Section 
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23-15-955.  A person desiring to contest the qualifications of a candidate for nomination 
in a political party primary election shall comply with the provisions of Section 23-15-961. 
 
 SECTION 6.  This act shall take effect and be in force from and after July 1, 2025. 
 
 Further, amend by striking the title in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 
 
 
 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 23-15-193, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO 
REQUIRE ALL CANDIDATES RUNNING IN THE STATE GENERAL ELECTION TO 
SECURE THE MAJORITY VOTE TO BE ELECTED; TO AMEND SECTION 23-15-601, 
MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO CONFORM; TO BRING FORWARD SECTIONS 
23-15-603 AND 23-15-605, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, FOR THE PURPOSE OF 
POSSIBLE AMENDMENT; TO AMEND SECTION 23-15-951, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 
1972, TO CONFORM; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 
 
 
 Committee Amendment No. 1 to H. B. No. 291 was adopted. 
 
 
 YEAS AND NAYS On H. B. No. 291.  On motion of Senator England, the rules were 
suspended, the bill considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and nays 
being taken, it passed as amended, title standing as stated, by the following vote: 
 
 Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Bryan, Carter, Chassaniol, 
Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins, Hickman, Hill, Hopson, 
Johnson, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Parker, Polk, Rhodes, 
Robinson, Seymour, Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, Thompson, 
Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger.  Total--41. 
 Nays--Norwood, Turner-Ford.  Total--2. 
 Absent and those not voting--Parks.  Total--1. 
 Voting Present--Blackmon, Brumfield, Butler, Horhn, Jackson, Jordan, Simmons D. 
T. (12th).  Total--7. 
 Vacancies--1. 
 

__________ 
 
 Senator Sparks entered a motion to reconsider the vote whereby H. B. No. 291 
passed the Senate as amended. 

__________ 
 
 Senator Blackwell moved that the Senate stand in recess until 1:30 PM. 
 
 The motion prevailed, and at 11:53 AM, the Senate stood in recess. 
 

__________ 
 
 The Senate resumed business at 1:30 PM, pursuant to recess, with President 
Hosemann presiding. 

__________ 
 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 
 
 Mr. President:  I am directed by the House of Representatives to inform the Senate 
that the House has PASSED AND TRANSMITS herewith the following: 
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 S. B. No. 2003:  Boats and other vessels; update numbering requirements for 
compliance with federal regulations. 
 
 
 S. B. No. 2019:  Forestry Facility Grant Program; amend the fund amount and 
expand potential recipients of. 
 
 S. B. No. 2025:  Plant and soil amendments; provide additional label requirements 
for. 
 
 S. B. No. 2078:  State Board of Funeral Service; extend the repealer of. 
 
 S. B. No. 2086:  Real estate brokers; delete repealer on certain authorized fees. 
 
 S. B. No. 2200:  Parker's Law; delete repealer on crime of fentanyl delivery 
resulting in death. 
 
 S. B. No. 2204:  Law enforcement; require centralized registry for all reports of 
stolen agriculture-related items. 
 
 S. B. No. 2208:  Mississippi Terroristic Threats Law; provide enhanced penalty for 
threat against airport. 
 
 S. B. No. 2216:  IHL; remove date of repeal. 
 
 S. B. No. 2250:  Asbestos Abatement Accreditation and Certification Act; 
recognize additional training and align with federal standards. 
 
 S. B. No. 2260:  Blue Envelope Program; establish to enhance effective 
communication between law enforcement and drivers with autism. 
 
 S. B. No. 2264:  Agritourism activity; amend provisions pertaining to. 
 
 S. B. No. 2285:  MDES background check requirements; amend to ensure 
compliance with certain Internal Revenue Service regulations. 
 
 S. B. No. 2286:  Workforce Enhancement Training Fund contributions; provide for 
suspensions under certain circumstances. 
 
 S. B. No. 2300:  Construction contracts; amend certain provisions. 
 
 S. B. No. 2311:  Theft and fraud; criminalize activity related to the mail and credit 
cards. 
 
 S. B. No. 2315:  Bail; make certain amendments to provisions related to, provide 
when bond discharged. 
 
 S. B. No. 2368:  Natural Gas Pipeline Safety Standard; amend penalties. 
 
 S. B. No. 2396:  Medicaid estate recovery; prohibit application of to obtain funds 
from ABLE accounts. 
 
 S. B. No. 2423:  Real estate licenses; revise regulations, including written 
notification before suspension. 
 
 S. B. No. 2451:  Mississippi Principal and Income Act of 2013; revise provisions 
relating to partial liquidation. 
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 S. B. No. 2495:  Mississippi Credit Availability Act; extend repealer, revise and 
create cap adjustment based on the CPI-U. 
 
 S. B. No. 2508:  Mortgage brokers and lenders; authorize to perform organization 
activities at a remote location. 
 
 S. B. No. 2525:  Cosmetology and barbering; technical amendments. 
 
 S. B. No. 2691:  MS Juvenile Tobacco Access Prevention Act; amend to prohibit 
the sale of tobacco or tobacco products to those under age 21. 
 
 S. B. No. 2695:  Mississippi Professional Massage Therapy Act; extend repealer 
on. 
 
 S. B. No. 2697:  COVID-19 Hospital Expanded Capacity Program; extend 
expenditure period of. 
 
 S. B. No. 2698:  MS Dementia Care Program; extend period of operation of. 
 
 Andrew Ketchings, Clerk of the House of Representatives 
 

__________ 
 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 
 
 Mr. President:  I am directed by the House of Representatives to inform the Senate 
that the House has PASSED AND TRANSMITS herewith the following: 
 
 J. R. No. 202:  Mississippi State Senate; revise composition of Districts 1, 2, 10, 
11, 19, 34, 41, 42, 44 and 45. 
 
 Andrew Ketchings, Clerk of the House of Representatives 
 

__________ 
 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 
 
 Mr. President:  I am directed by the House of Representatives to inform the Senate 
that the House has PASSED AND TRANSMITS herewith the following WITH 
ACCOMPANYING AMENDMENT: 
 
 S. B. No. 2257:  Harvest permits; delete repealer on provisions establishing 
maximum weight and approved routes of vehicles. 
 
 S. B. No. 2263:  Approval of oyster leases by the Mississippi Department of Marine 
Resources; clarify authority. 
 
 S. B. No. 2386:  Medicaid reimbursement, services, beneficiaries, hospital 
assessment & related provisions; bring forward sections related to. 
 
 S. B. No. 2482:  Mississippi Electronic Court System; revise provision related to 
access. 
 
 S. B. No. 2519:  Public-private partnerships; allow IHL board to lease on behalf of 
the University of Mississippi. 
 
 Andrew Ketchings, Clerk of the House of Representatives 
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__________ 

 
MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

 
 Mr. President:  I am directed by the House of Representatives to inform the Senate 
that the House has PASSED AND TRANSMITS herewith the following WITH 
ACCOMPANYING AMENDMENT: 
 
 S. B. No. 2289:  State employee telework policies; amend. 
 
 S. B. No. 2290:  One Door Policy; create study committee to evaluate 
reauthorization of WIOA policy. 
 
 S. B. No. 2357:  MDOC contract with Greenwood-Leflore-Carroll Economic 
Development Foundation for Delta Work Release Program; authorize. 
 
 S. B. No. 2469:  Tax sales; create study committee to study solutions to 
unmerchantable and uninsurable titles resulting from. 
 
 S. B. No. 2526:  Yellow Ribbon Program funds; allow nonresident veterans to fully 
participate and receive. 
 
 S. B. No. 2690:  Health Care Expendable Fund; extend repealer on. 
 
 S. B. No. 2767:  The Mississippi Opioid Settlement Fund Advisory Council; create. 
 
 Andrew Ketchings, Clerk of the House of Representatives 
 

__________ 
 
 Senator England called up the following entitled bill: 
 
 H. B. No. 1419: Polling places; prohibit from being closed within sixty days before 
an election. 
 
 YEAS AND NAYS On H. B. No. 1419.  On motion of Senator England, the rules 
were suspended, the bill considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and 
nays being taken, it passed, title standing as stated, by the following vote: 
 
 Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan, 
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins, 
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, 
McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, Seymour, 
Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, Thompson, 
Turner-Ford, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger.  Total--50. 
 Nays--None. 
 Absent and those not voting--Parks.  Total--1. 
 Vacancies--1. 
 

__________ 
 
 Senator Wiggins called up the following entitled bill: 
 
 H. B. No. 1544: Judicial districts; bring forward for purposes of amendment. 
 
 Senator Wiggins offered the following COMMITTEE AMENDMENT NO. 1. 
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 Amend by striking all after line 121 and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 
 
 
 WHEREAS, it is the responsibility of the Legislature under Section 152 of Article 6 
of the Mississippi Constitution of 1890 to redistrict the circuit and chancery court districts 
after each federal decennial census; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Legislature has investigated the state of the trial courts and the 
trial court districts and has considered the needs of the state according to all the criteria 
imposed by the Constitution and by general law; NOW, THEREFORE, 
 
 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI: 
 
 SECTION 1.  Section 9-5-9, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 [Until January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 9-5-9.  The Second 
Chancery Court District is composed of the following counties: 
 
  (a)  Jasper County; 
 
  (b)  Newton County; and 
 
  (c)  Scott County. 
 
 [From and after January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-5-9.  (1)  The Second Chancery Court District is composed of the following 
counties: 
 
  (a)  Covington County; 
 
  (b)  Jasper County; 
 
  (c)  Newton County; 
 
  (d)  Scott County; 
 
  (e)  Simpson County; and 
 
  (f)  Smith County. 
 
 (2)  There shall be two (2) chancellors for the Second Chancery Court District.  The 
two (2) chancellorships shall be separate and distinct and denominated for purposes of 
appointment and election only as "Place One" and "Place Two."  The chancellor to fill 
Place One must reside in either Jasper County, Newton County or Scott County, and the 
chancellor to fill Place Two must reside in either Covington County, Simpson County, or 
Smith County. 
 
 SECTION 2.  Section 9-5-11, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 [Until January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-5-11.  (1)  The Third Chancery Court District is composed of the following 
counties: 
 
  (a)  DeSoto County; 
 
  (b)  Grenada County; 
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  (c)  Montgomery County; 
 
  (d)  Panola County; 
 
  (e)  Tate County; and 
 
  (f)  Yalobusha County. 
 
 (2)  The Third Chancery Court District shall be divided into two (2) subdistricts as 
follows: 
 
  (a)  Subdistrict 3-1 shall consist of DeSoto County. 
 
  (b)  Subdistrict 3-2 shall consist of Grenada County, Montgomery County, 
Panola County, Tate County and Yalobusha County. 
 
 [From and after January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-5-11.  The Third Chancery Court District is composed of the following counties: 
 
  (a)  Carroll County; 
 
  (b)  Grenada County; 
 
  (c)  Montgomery County; 
 
  (d)  Panola County; 
 
  (e)  Tate County; and 
 
  (f)  Yalobusha County. 
 
 SECTION 3.  Section 9-5-13, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 [Until January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-5-13.  (1)  There shall be three (3) chancellors for the Third Chancery Court 
District. 
 
 (2)  (a)  The chancellor of Subdistrict 3-1 shall be elected from DeSoto County.  The 
two (2) chancellors of Subdistrict 3-2 shall be elected from Grenada County, Montgomery 
County, Panola County, Tate County and Yalobusha County.  
 
  (b)  For purposes of appointment and election, the three (3) chancellorships 
shall be separate and distinct.  The chancellorship in Subdistrict 3-1 shall be denominated 
only as "Place One," and the chancellorships in Subdistrict 3-2 shall be denominated only 
as "Place Two" and "Place Three." 
 
 [From and after January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-5-13.  (1)  There shall be * * * two (2) chancellors for the Third Chancery Court 
District. 
 
 (2) * * *  The * * * two (2) chancellorships shall be separate and distinct and 
denominated for purposes of appointment and election only as "Place One * * *" and 
"Place Two * * *." * * * 
 
 SECTION 4.  Section 9-5-15, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
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 [Until January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-5-15.  (1)  The Fourth Chancery Court District is composed of the following 
counties: 
 
  (a)  Amite County; 
 
  (b)  Franklin County; 
 
  (c)  Pike County; and 
 
  (d)  Walthall County. 
 
 (2)  There shall be two (2) chancellors for the Fourth Chancery Court District.  The 
two (2) chancellorships shall be separate and distinct and denominated for purposes of 
appointment and election only as "Place One" and "Place Two." 
 
 [From and after January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-5-15.  (1)  The Fourth Chancery Court District is composed of the following 
counties: 
 
  (a)  Forrest County; 
 
  (b)  Perry County; and 
 
  (c)  Stone County. 
 
 (2)  There shall be two (2) chancellors for the Fourth Chancery Court District.  The 
two (2) chancellorships shall be separate and distinct and denominated for purposes of 
appointment and election only as "Place One" and "Place Two." 
 
 SECTION 5.  Section 9-5-21, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 [Until January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-5-21.  The Sixth Chancery Court District is composed of the following counties: 
 
  (a)  Attala County; 
 
  (b)  Carroll County; 
 
  (c)  Choctaw County; 
 
  (d)  Kemper County; 
 
  (e)  Neshoba County; and 
 
  (f)  Winston County. 
 
 [From and after January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-5-21.  The Sixth Chancery Court District is composed of the following counties: 
 
  (a)  Attala County; 
 
  (b)  Choctaw County; 
 
  (c)  Kemper County; 
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  (d)  Neshoba County; and 
 
  (e)  Winston County. 
 
 SECTION 6.  Section 9-5-23, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 [Until January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-5-23.  (1)  The Seventh Chancery Court District is composed of the following 
counties: 
 
  (a)  Bolivar County; 
 
  (b)  Coahoma County; 
 
  (c)  Leflore County; 
 
  (d)  Quitman County; 
 
  (e)  Tallahatchie County; and 
 
  (f)  Tunica County. 
 
 (2)  The Seventh Chancery Court District shall be divided into two (2) subdistricts 
as follows: 
 
  (a)  Subdistrict 7-1 shall consist of Bolivar County and Coahoma County; 
 
  (b)  Subdistrict 7-2 shall consist of Leflore County, Quitman County, 
Tallahatchie County and Tunica County. 
 
 [From and after January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-5-23.  (1)  The Seventh Chancery Court District is composed of the following 
counties: 
 
  (a)  Bolivar County; 
 
  (b)  Coahoma County; 
 
  (c)  Leflore County; 
 
  (d)  Quitman County; 
 
  (e)  Sunflower County; 
 
  (f)  Tallahatchie County; and 
 
  (g)  Tunica County. 
 
 (2)  The Seventh Chancery Court District shall be divided into two (2) subdistricts 
as follows: 
 
  (a)  Subdistrict 7-1 shall consist of Bolivar County and Coahoma County; 
 
  (b)  Subdistrict 7-2 shall consist of Leflore County, Quitman County, 
Sunflower County, Tallahatchie County and Tunica County. 
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 SECTION 7.  Section 9-5-27, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 [Until January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-5-27.  The Eighth Chancery Court District is composed of the following counties: 
 
  (a)  Hancock County; 
 
  (b)  Harrison County; and 
 
  (c)  Stone County. 
 
 [From and after January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-5-27.  The Eighth Chancery Court District is composed of the following counties: 
 
  (a)  Hancock County; and 
 
  (b)  Harrison County. 
 
 SECTION 8.  Section 9-5-31, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 [Until January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-5-31.  (1)  The Ninth Chancery Court District is composed of the following 
counties: 
 
  (a)  Humphreys County; 
 
  (b)  Issaquena County; 
 
  (c)  Sharkey County; 
 
  (d)  Sunflower County; 
 
  (e)  Warren County; and 
 
  (f)  Washington County. 
 
 (2)  The Ninth Chancery Court District shall be divided into three (3) subdistricts as 
follows: 
 
  (a)  Subdistrict 9-1 shall consist of the following precincts in the following 
counties: 
 
   (i)  Sunflower County:  Boyer-Linn, Drew, Fairview-Hale, Indianola 2 
East*, Indianola 3 North*, Indianola 3 Northeast*, Indianola 3 South*, Rome, Ruleville, 
Ruleville North and Sunflower Plantation; and 
 
   (ii)  Washington County:  American Legion, Brent Center, Buster 
Brown Community Center, Darlove Baptist Church*, Elks Club, Extension Building, Grace 
Methodist Church*, Greenville Industrial College, Leland Health Department Clinic, 
Leland Rotary Club, Metcalf City Hall and Potter House Church. 
 
  (b)  Subdistrict 9-2 shall consist of Humphreys County and the following 
precincts in the following counties: 
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   (i)  Sunflower County:  Doddsville, Indianola 2 East*, Indianola 2 
West, Indianola 3 North*, Indianola 3 Northeast*, Indianola 3 South*, Indianola Southeast, 
Inverness, Moorhead, Sunflower 3 and Sunflower 4; and 
 
   (ii)  Washington County:  Arcola City Hall, Christ Wesleyan Methodist 
Church, Darlove Baptist Church*, Glen Allan Health Clinic, Grace Methodist Church*, 
Hollandale City Hall, St. James Episcopal Church, Swiftwater Baptist Church, Tampa 
Drive and Ward's Recreation Center. 
 
  (c)  Subdistrict 9-3 shall consist of Issaquena County, Sharkey County and 
Warren County. 
 
 [From and after January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-5-31.  (1)  The Ninth Chancery Court District is composed of the following 
counties: 
 
  (a)  Humphreys County; 
 
  (b)  Issaquena County; 
 
  (c)  Sharkey County; 
 
  (d)  Warren County; and 
 
  (e)  Washington County. 
 
 (2)  The Ninth Chancery Court District shall be divided into two (2) subdistricts as 
follows: 
 
  (a)  Subdistrict 9-1 shall consist of Washington County and Humphreys 
County; and 
 
  (b)  Subdistrict 9-2 shall consist of Issaquena County, Sharkey County and 
Warren County. 
 
 SECTION 9.  Section 9-5-33, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 [Until January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-5-33.  There shall be three (3) chancellors for the Ninth Chancery Court District.  
One (1) chancellor shall be elected from each subdistrict. 
 
 [From and after January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-5-33.  There shall be two (2) chancellors for the Ninth Chancery Court District.  
One (1) chancellor shall be elected from each subdistrict. 
 
 SECTION 10.  Section 9-5-35, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 [Until January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-5-35.  The Tenth Chancery Court District is composed of the following counties: 
 
  (a)  Forrest County; 
 
  (b)  Lamar County; 
 
  (c)  Marion County; 
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  (d)  Pearl River County; and 
 
  (e)  Perry County. 
 
 [From and after January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-5-35.  The Tenth Chancery Court District is composed of the following counties: 
 
  (a)  Jefferson Davis County; 
 
  (b)  Lamar County; 
 
  (c)  Marion County; 
 
  (d)  Pearl River County; and 
 
  (e)  Walthall County. 
 
 SECTION 11.  Section 9-5-36, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 [Until January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-5-36.  (1)  There shall be four (4) chancellors for the Tenth Chancery Court 
District.  
 
 (2)  The four (4) chancellorships shall be separate and distinct and denominated 
for purposes of appointment and election only as "Place One," "Place Two," "Place Three" 
and "Place Four."  The chancellor to fill Place One and Place Four may be a resident of 
any county in the district.  The chancellor to fill Place Two must be a resident of Lamar, 
Marion, Pearl River or Perry County.  The chancellor to fill Place Three must be a resident 
of Forrest County.  Election of the four (4) offices of chancellor shall be by election to be 
held in every county within the Tenth Chancery Court District. 
 
 [From and after January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-5-36.  (1)  There shall be four (4) chancellors for the Tenth Chancery Court 
District. 
 
 (2)  The four (4) chancellorships shall be separate and distinct and denominated 
for purposes of appointment and election only as "Place One," "Place Two," "Place Three" 
and "Place Four."  The chancellor to fill either Place One, Place Three or Place Four may 
be a resident of any county.  The chancellor to fill Place Two must be a resident of Lamar 
County, Marion County, or Pearl River County. 
 
 SECTION 12.  Section 9-5-41, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 [Until January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-5-41.  (1)  The Thirteenth Chancery Court District is composed of the following 
counties: 
 
  (a)  Covington County; 
 
  (b)  Jefferson Davis County; 
 
  (c)  Lawrence County; 
 
  (d)  Simpson County; and 
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  (e)  Smith County. 
 
 (2)  There shall be two (2) chancellors for the Thirteenth Chancery Court District.  
The two (2) chancellorships shall be separate and distinct and denominated for purposes 
of appointment and election only as "Place One" and "Place Two." 
 
 [From and after January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-5-41.  (1)  The Thirteenth Chancery Court District shall be DeSoto County. 
 
 (2)  There shall be three (3) chancellors for the Thirteenth Chancery Court District.  
The three (3) chancellorships shall be separate and distinct and denominated for 
purposes of appointment and election only as "Place One," "Place Two" and "Place 
Three." 
 
 SECTION 13.  Section 9-5-47, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 [Until January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-5-47.  The Fifteenth Chancery Court District is composed of the following 
counties: 
 
  (a)  Copiah County; and 
 
  (b)  Lincoln County. 
 
 [From and after January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-5-47.  (1)  The Fifteenth Chancery Court District is composed of the following 
counties: 
 
  (a)  Copiah County; 
 
  (b)  Lawrence County; and 
 
  (c)  Lincoln County. 
 
 (2)  There shall be two (2) chancellors for the Fifteenth Chancery Court District.  
The two (2) chancellorships shall be separate and distinct and denominated for purposes 
of appointment and election only as "Place One" and "Place Two." 
 
 SECTION 14.  Section 9-5-49, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 [Until January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-5-49.  The Sixteenth Chancery Court District is composed of the following 
counties: 
 
  (a)  George County; 
 
  (b)  Greene County; and 
 
  (c)  Jackson County. 
 
 [From and after January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-5-49.  The Sixteenth Chancery Court District shall be Jackson County. 
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 SECTION 15.  Section 9-5-50, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 [Until January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-5-50.  (1)  There shall be three (3) chancellors for the Sixteenth Chancery Court 
District. 
 
 (2)  The three (3) chancellorships shall be separate and distinct and denominated 
for purposes of appointment and election only as "Place One," "Place Two" and "Place 
Three." 
 
 [From and after January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-5-50.  (1)  There shall be four (4) chancellors for the Sixteenth Chancery Court 
District. 
 
 (2)  The four (4) chancellorships shall be separate and distinct and denominated 
for purposes of appointment and election only as "Place One," "Place Two," "Place Three," 
and "Place Four." 
 
 SECTION 16.  Section 9-5-51, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 [Until January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-5-51.  (1)  The Seventeenth Chancery Court District is composed of the following 
counties: 
 
  (a)  Adams County; 
 
  (b)  Claiborne County; 
 
  (c)  Jefferson County; and 
 
  (d)  Wilkinson County. 
 
 (2)  The Seventeenth Chancery Court District shall be divided into two (2) 
subdistricts as follows: 
 
  (a)  Subdistrict 17-1 shall consist of Claiborne County, Jefferson County, and 
the following precincts in Adams County:  Airport Carpenter*, Convention Center*, Foster 
Mound, Maryland*, Northside School, Palestine, Pine Ridge, Thompson and 
Washington*. 
 
  (b)  Subdistrict 17-2 shall consist of Wilkinson County and the following 
precincts in Adams County:  Beau Pre, Bellemont, By-Pass Fire Station, Carpenter*, 
Concord, Convention Center*, Courthouse, Duncan Park, Kingston, Liberty Park, 
Maryland*, Morgantown, Oakland and Washington*. 
 
 (3)  There shall be two (2) chancellors for the Seventeenth Chancery Court District.  
One (1) chancellor shall be elected from each subdistrict. 
 
 [From and after January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-5-51.  (1)  The Seventeenth Chancery Court District is composed of the following 
counties: 
 
  (a)  Adams County; 
 
  (b)  Amite County; 
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  (c)  Claiborne County; 
 
  (d)  Franklin County; 
 
  (e)  Jefferson County; 
 
  (f)  Pike County; and 
 
  (g)  Wilkinson County. 
 
 (2)  The Seventeenth Chancery Court District shall be divided into two (2) 
subdistricts as follows: 
 
  (a)  Subdistrict 17-1 shall consist of Adams County, Claiborne County, 
Jefferson County, and Wilkinson County. 
 
  (b)  Subdistrict 17-2 shall consist of Amite County, Franklin County, and Pike 
County. 
 
 (3)  There shall be two (2) chancellors for the Seventeenth Chancery Court District.  
One (1) chancellor shall be elected from each subdistrict. 
 
 SECTION 17.  Section 9-5-55, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 [Until January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 9-5-55.  The 
Nineteenth Chancery Court District is composed of the following counties: 
 
  (a)  Jones County; and 
 
  (b)  Wayne County. 
 
 [From and after January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-5-55.  (1)  The Nineteenth Chancery Court District is composed of the following 
counties: 
 
  (a)  George County; 
 
  (b)  Greene County; 
 
  (c)  Jones County; and 
 
  (d)  Wayne County. 
 
 (2)  There shall be two (2) chancellors for the Nineteenth Chancery Court District.  
The two (2) chancellorships shall be separate and distinct and denominated for purposes 
of appointment and election only as "Place One" and "Place Two."  The chancellor to fill 
Place One must reside in Jones County, and the chancellor to fill Place Two must reside 
in either George County, Greene County, or Wayne County. 
 
 SECTION 18.  Section 9-7-15, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 [Until January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-7-15.  (1)  The Fourth Circuit Court District shall be composed of the following 
counties: 
 
  (a)  Leflore County; 
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  (b)  Sunflower County; and 
 
  (c)  Washington County. 
 
 (2)  The Fourth Circuit Court District shall be divided into four (4) subdistricts as 
follows: 
 
  (a)  Subdistrict 4-1 shall consist of the following precincts in the following 
counties: 
 
   (i)  Leflore County:  Minter City, North Greenwood, Money, Northeast 
Greenwood, Schlater, West Greenwood, Mississippi Valley State University and 
Southeast Greenwood Precincts; and 
 
   (ii)  Sunflower County:  Ruleville, Rome, Sunflower Plantation, Drew, 
Doddsville, Boyer-Linn, Fairview-Hale and Ruleville North Precincts. 
 
  (b)  Subdistrict 4-2 shall consist of the following precincts in the following 
counties: 
 
   (i)  Sunflower County:  Indianola 1, Sunflower, Indianola 3 North, 
Indianola 3 South and Indianola 3 Northeast Precincts; and 
 
   (ii)  Washington County:  Extension Building, Faith Lutheran Church, 
American Legion, Metcalfe City Hall, Elks Club, Leland Health Department Clinic, Leland 
Light and Water Plant and Greenville Industrial College Precincts. 
 
  (c)  Subdistrict 4-3 shall consist of the following precincts in the following 
counties: 
 
   (i)  Leflore County:  East Greenwood Sub-A, East Greenwood Sub-B, 
Central Greenwood, North Itta Bena, South Itta Bena, Southwest Greenwood, Rising Sun, 
Sidon, Morgan City, Swiftown and South Greenwood Precincts; 
 
   (ii)  Sunflower County:  Moorhead, Inverness, Indianola 2 West and 
Indianola 2 East Precincts; and 
 
   (iii)  Washington County:  Arcola City Hall, Hollandale City Hall, 
Darlove Baptist Church and Mangelardi Bourbon Store Precincts. 
 
  (d)  Subdistrict 4-4 shall consist of the following precincts in Washington 
County:  St. James Episcopal Church, Swiftwater Baptist Church, Glen Allan Health Clinic, 
Italian Club, Ward's Recreation Center, Buster Brown Community Center, Avon Health 
Center, Kapco Company, Brent Center, William Percy Library and Grace Methodist 
Church Precincts. 
 
 (3)  The local contributions required for the maintenance of the Fourth Circuit Court 
District shall be paid on a pro rata basis each by Leflore, Sunflower and Washington 
Counties. 
 
 [From and after January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-7-15.  The Fourth Circuit Court District shall be DeSoto County. 
 
 SECTION 19.  Section 9-7-17, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 [Until January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
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 9-7-17.  There shall be four (4) circuit judges for the Fourth Circuit Court District.  
One (1) circuit judge shall be elected from each subdistrict. 
 
 [From and after January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-7-17.  (1)  There shall be three (3) circuit judges for the Fourth Circuit Court 
District. 
 
 (2)  For the purposes of appointment and election, the three (3) judgeships shall 
be separate and distinct and denominated as "Place One," "Place Two" and "Place 
Three." 
 
 SECTION 20.  Section 9-7-21, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 [Until January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-7-21.  (1)  The Sixth Circuit Court District is composed of the following counties: 
 
  (a)  Adams County; 
 
  (b)  Amite County; 
 
  (c)  Franklin County; and 
 
  (d)  Wilkinson County. 
 
 (2)  The Sixth Circuit Court District shall be divided into two (2) subdistricts as 
follows: 
 
  (a)  Subdistrict 6-1 shall consist of Wilkinson County and the following 
precincts in the following counties: 
 
   (i)  Adams County:  Airport, By-Pass Fire Station, Carpenter, 
Concord*, Courthouse*, Duncan Park*, Foster Mound, Maryland*, Northside School, Pine 
Ridge, Thompson and Washington*; and 
 
   (ii)  Amite County:  Ariel, Berwick, Crosby, East Centreville, East 
Gloster*, Gloster*, Homochitto, South Liberty* and Street. 
 
  (b)  Subdistrict 6-2 shall consist of Franklin County and the following 
precincts in the following counties: 
 
   (i)  Adams County:  Beau Pre, Bellemont, Concord*, Convention 
Center, Courthouse*, Duncan Park*, Kingston, Liberty Park, Maryland*, Morgantown, 
Oakland, Palestine and Washington*; and 
 
   (ii)  Amite County:  Amite River, East Fork, East Gloster*, East Liberty, 
Gloster*, Liberty, New Zion, Oneil, Riceville, Smithdale, South Liberty*, Tangipahoa, 
Tickfaw, Walls and Zion Hills. 
 
 (3)  There shall be two (2) judges for the Sixth Circuit Court District.  The two (2) 
judgeships shall be separate and distinct.  One (1) judge shall be elected from each 
subdistrict. 
 
 [From and after January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-7-21.  (1)  The Sixth Circuit Court District is composed of the following counties: 
 
  (a)  Adams County; 
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  (b)  Amite County; 
 
  (c)  Claiborne County; 
 
  (d)  Franklin County; 
 
  (e)  Jefferson County; 
 
  (f)  Pike County; and 
 
  (g)  Wilkinson County. 
 
 (2)  The Sixth Circuit Court District shall be divided into two (2) subdistricts as 
follows: 
 
  (a)  Subdistrict 6-1 shall consist of Claiborne County, Jefferson County, 
Wilkinson County and the following precincts in the following counties: 
 
   (i)  Adams County:  Airport, By-Pass Firestation, Carpenter, Concord, 
Convention Center, Foster Mound, Maryland, Morgantown, Northside School, Oakland, 
Pine Ridge, and Washington; and 
 
   (ii)  Franklin County:  Antioch, Bad Bayou, Bude, Cains, Eddiceton, 
Hamburg, Lucien, McCall Creek, Meadville, Pine Grove, and Whittington. 
 
  (b)  Subdistrict 6-2 shall consist of Amite County and Pike County and the 
following precincts in the following counties: 
 
   (i)  Adams County:  Beau Pre, Bellemont, Courthouse, Duncan Park, 
Kingston, Liberty Park, and Palestine; and 
 
   (ii)  Franklin County:  Knoxville, Roxie, and Wesley Chapel. 
 
 (3)  There shall be two (2) judges for the Sixth Circuit Court District.  The two (2) 
judgeships shall be separate and distinct.  One (1) judge shall be elected from each 
subdistrict. 
 
 SECTION 21.  Section 9-7-29, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 [Until January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-7-29.  (1)  The Ninth Circuit Court District is composed of the following counties: 
 
  (a)  Issaquena County; 
 
  (b)  Sharkey County; and 
 
  (c)  Warren County. 
 
 (2)  The Ninth Circuit Court District shall be divided into two (2) subdistricts as 
follows: 
 
  (a)  Subdistrict 9-1 shall consist of Issaquena County, Sharkey County and 
the following precincts in Warren County:  3-61 Store*, American Legion Hall, Auditorium, 
Brunswick, Cedar Grove*, Kings*, Number 7 Fire Station*, St. Aloysius and Vicksburg 
Junior High School*. 
 



SENATE JOURNAL 
THURSDAY, MARCH 6, 2025 

 

1050 

  (b)  Subdistrict 9-2 shall consist of the following precincts in Warren County:  
3-61 Store*, Beechwood, Bovina, Cedar Grove*, Culkin, Elks Lodge, Goodrum, Jett, 
Kings*, Moose Lodge, Number 7 Fire Station*, Oak Ridge, Plumbers Hall, Redwood, 
Tingleville, Vicksburg Junior High School*, YMCA and Yokena. 
 
 [From and after January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-7-29.  (1)  The Ninth Circuit Court District is composed of the following counties: 
 
  (a)  Issaquena County; 
 
  (b)  Sharkey County; 
 
  (c)  Warren County; and 
 
  (d)  Yazoo County. 
 
 (2)  The Ninth Circuit Court District shall be divided into two (2) subdistricts as 
follows: 
 
  (a)  Subdistrict 9-1 shall consist of Issaquena County and Sharkey County, 
and the following precincts in the following counties: 
 
   (i)  Warren County:  American Legion Hall, Auditorium, Brunswick, 
Cedar Grove, Cherry Street, Jett, Kings, Number 7 Fire Station and St. Aloysius; and 
 
   (ii)  Yazoo County:  3-1 West, 3-2 East, 3-3 Jonestown, Holly Bluff, 
Lake City, Ward 4, and Ward 5. 
 
  (b)  Subdistrict 9-2 shall consist of: 
 
   (i)  The following precincts in Warren County:  3-61 Store, 
Beechwood, Bovina, Culkin, Elks Lodge, Goodrum, Lee Road, Moose Lodge, Oakland, 
Plumbers Hall, Redwood, Tingleville, YMCA and Yokena; and 
 
   (ii)  The following precincts in Yazoo County:  3-4 South, Benton, 
Carter, Center Ridge, Deasonville, District 4 Ward 2, Dover, East Bentonia, East Midway, 
Eden, Fairview, Free Run, Fugates, Harttown, Mechanicsburg, Robinette, Satartia, 
Tinsley, Valley, Ward 2, West Bentonia, West Midway and Zion. 
 
 SECTION 22.  Section 9-7-31, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 [Until January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-7-31.  The Tenth Circuit Court District is composed of the following counties: 
 
  (a)  Clarke County; 
 
  (b)  Kemper County; 
 
  (c)  Lauderdale County; and 
 
  (d)  Wayne County. 
 
 [From and after January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-7-31.  The Tenth Circuit Court District is composed of the following counties: 
 
  (a)  Clarke County; 
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  (b)  Kemper County; and 
 
  (c)  Lauderdale County. 
 
 SECTION 23.  Section 9-7-33, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 [Until January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-7-33.  (1)  The Eleventh Circuit Court District is composed of the following 
counties: 
 
  (a)  Bolivar County; 
 
  (b)  Coahoma County; 
 
  (c)  Quitman County; and 
 
  (d)  Tunica County. 
 
 (2)  The Eleventh Circuit Court District shall be divided into three (3) subdistricts as 
follows: 
 
  (a)  Subdistrict 11-1 shall consist of the following precincts from the following 
counties: 
 
   (i)  Bolivar County:  Benoit, Beulah, Boyle, Choctaw, Cleveland 
Courthouse, East Central Cleveland*, East Cleveland*, East Rosedale, Gunnison, 
Longshot, North Cleveland, Northwest Cleveland*, Pace, Scott, Shaw, Skene, South 
Cleveland*, Stringtown, West Central Cleveland, West Cleveland and West Rosedale; 
and 
 
   (ii)  Coahoma County:  Bobo, Clarksdale 2-4*, Clarksdale 5-4*, 
Farrell*, Rena Lara and Sherard*. 
 
  (b)  Subdistrict 11-2 shall consist of the following precincts from the following 
counties: 
 
   (i)  Bolivar County:  Cleveland Eastgate, Duncan/Alligator, East 
Central Cleveland*, East Cleveland*, Merigold, Mound Bayou, Northwest Cleveland*, 
Renova, Shelby, South Cleveland* and Winstonville; 
 
   (ii)  Coahoma County:  Cagle Crossing, Clarksdale 1-4*, Clarksdale 
3-3, Clarksdale 3-4, Clarksdale 4-2, Clarksdale 4-3, Dublin and Roundaway; and 
 
   (iii)  Quitman County:  Belen*, District 3 South*, Lambert, Northwest 
Marks, Southwest Marks and West Lambert. 
 
  (c)  Subdistricts 11-3 shall consist of Tunica County and the following 
precincts in the following counties: 
 
   (i)  Coahoma County:  Clarksdale 1-4*, Clarksdale 2-4*, Clarksdale 
5-4*, Coahoma, Farrell*, Friar's Point, Jonestown, Lula, Lyon and Sherard*; and 
 
   (ii)  Quitman County:  Belen*, Crenshaw, Crowder, Darling, District 3 
North, District 3 South* and Sledge. 
 
 [From and after January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
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 9-7-33.  The Eleventh Circuit Court District is composed of the following counties: 
 
  (a)  Bolivar County; 
 
  (b)  Coahoma County; 
 
  (c)  Quitman County; 
 
  (d)  Sunflower County; and 
 
  (e)  Tunica County. 
 
 SECTION 24.  Section 9-7-34, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 [Until January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-7-34.  There shall be three (3) judges for the Eleventh Circuit Court District.  One 
(1) judge shall be elected from each subdistrict. 
 
 [From and after January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-7-34.  There shall be three (3) judges for the Eleventh Circuit Court District.  The 
three (3) judgeships shall be separate and distinct and denominated for purposes of 
appointment and election only as "Place One," "Place Two," and "Place Three." 
 
 SECTION 25.  Section 9-7-39, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 [Until January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-7-39.  (1)  The Fourteenth Circuit Court District is composed of the following 
counties: 
 
  (a)  Lincoln County; 
 
  (b)  Pike County; and 
 
  (c)  Walthall County. 
 
 (2)  (a)  There shall be two (2) judges for the Fourteenth Circuit Court District. 
 
  (b)  The two (2) judgeships shall be separate and distinct and denominated 
for purposes of appointment and election only as "Place One" and "Place Two." 
 
 [From and after January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-7-39.  (1)  The Fourteenth Circuit Court District is composed of the following 
counties: 
 
  (a)  Copiah County; 
 
  (b)  Lawrence County; and 
 
  (c)  Lincoln County. 
 
 (2)  There shall be two (2) judges for the Fourteenth Circuit Court District.  The two 
(2) judgeships shall be separate and distinct and denominated for purposes of 
appointment and election only as "Place One" and "Place Two." 
 
 SECTION 26.  Section 9-7-41, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
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 [Until January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-7-41.  The Fifteenth Circuit Court District is composed of the following counties: 
 
  (a)  Jefferson Davis County; 
 
  (b)  Lamar County; 
 
  (c)  Lawrence County; 
 
  (d)  Marion County; and 
 
  (e)  Pearl River County. 
 
 [From and after January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-7-41.  The Fifteenth Circuit Court District is composed of the following counties: 
 
  (a)  Jefferson Davis County; 
 
  (b)  Lamar County; 
 
  (c)  Marion County; 
 
  (d)  Pearl River County; and 
 
  (e)  Walthall County. 
 
 SECTION 27.  Section 9-7-42, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 [Until January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-7-42.  (1)  There shall be three (3) judges for the Fifteenth Circuit Court District. 
 
 (2)  The three (3) judgeships shall be separate and distinct and denominated for 
purposes of appointment and election only as "Place One," "Place Two," and "Place 
Three."  The judge to fill Place One must be a resident of Jefferson Davis, Lamar, 
Lawrence or Marion County.  The judge to fill Place Two may be a resident of any county 
in the district.  The judge to fill Place Three must be a resident of Pearl River County. 
 
 [From and after January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-7-42.  (1)  There shall be three (3) judges for the Fifteenth Circuit Court District. 
 
 (2)  The three (3) judgeships shall be separate and distinct and denominated for 
purposes of appointment and election only as "Place One," "Place Two" and "Place 
Three."  The judge to fill Place One must be a resident of Jefferson Davis County, Lamar 
County, or Marion County.  The judge to fill Place Two may be a resident of any county in 
the district.  The judge to fill Place Three must be a resident of Pearl River County. 
 
 SECTION 28.  Section 9-7-47, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended follows: 
 
 [Until January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-7-47.  The Eighteenth Circuit Court District shall be Jones County. 
 
 [From and after January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
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 9-7-47.  (1)  The Eighteenth Circuit Court District shall be composed of the following 
counties: 
 
  (a)  George County; 
 
  (b)  Greene County; 
 
  (c)  Jones County; and 
 
  (d)  Wayne County. 
 
 (2)  There shall be two (2) circuit judges for the Eighteenth Circuit Court District.  
The two (2) judgeships shall be separate and distinct and be denominated for the purpose 
of appointment and election as "Place One" and "Place Two."  The judge to fill Place One 
must reside in Jones County, and the judge to fill Place Two must reside in either George 
County, Greene County, or Wayne County. 
 
 SECTION 29.  Section 9-7-49, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 [Until January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-7-49. * * *  The Nineteenth Circuit Court District is composed of the following 
counties: 
 
  (a)  George County; 
 
  (b)  Greene County; and 
 
  (c)  Jackson County. 
 
 * * * 
 
 [From and after January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-7-49.  The Nineteenth Circuit Court District shall be Jackson County. 
 
 SECTION 30.  Section 9-7-55, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 [Until January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-7-55.  The Twenty-first Circuit Court District is composed of the following 
counties: 
 
  (a)  Holmes County; 
 
  (b)  Humphreys County; and 
 
  (c)  Yazoo County. 
 
 [From and after January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 9-7-55.  (1)  The Twenty-first Circuit Court District is composed of the following 
counties: 
 
  (a)  Holmes County; 
 
  (b)  Humphreys County; 
 
  (c)  Leflore County; and 
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  (d)  Washington County. 
 
 (2)  There shall be three (3) circuit judges for the Twenty-first Circuit Court District.  
The three (3) judgeships shall be separate and distinct and be denominated for the 
purpose of appointment and election only as "Place One," "Place Two" and "Place Three." 
 
 SECTION 31.  Section 9-7-57, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 9-7-57.  (1)  The Twenty-second Circuit Court District is composed of the following 
counties: 
 
  (a)  Claiborne County; 
 
  (b)  Copiah County; and 
 
  (c)  Jefferson County. 
 
 (2)  This section shall stand repealed on January 1, 2027. 
 
 SECTION 32.  Section 9-7-63, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 9-7-63.  The Twenty-third Circuit Court District shall be DeSoto County.  This 
section shall stand repealed on January 1, 2027. 
 
 SECTION 33.  Section 9-7-64, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 9-7-64.  (1)  There shall be two (2) circuit judges for the Twenty-third Circuit Court 
District. 
 
 (2)  For the purposes of appointment and election, the two (2) judgeships shall be 
separate and distinct and denominated as "Place One" and "Place Two." 
 
 (3)  This section shall stand repealed on January 1, 2027. 
 
 SECTION 34.  Section 25-31-5, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 [Until January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 25-31-5.  (1)  The following number of full-time legal assistants are authorized in 
the following circuit court districts: 
 
  (a)  First Circuit Court District.............. ten (10) legal assistants. 
 
  (b)  Second Circuit Court District.......... eleven (11) legal assistants. 
 
  (c)  Third Circuit Court District............... six (6) legal assistants. 
 
  (d)  Fourth Circuit Court District.............. six (6) legal assistants. 
 
  (e)  Fifth Circuit Court District...............five (5) legal assistants. 
 
  (f)  Sixth Circuit Court District............. three (3) legal assistants. 
 
  (g)  Seventh Circuit Court District.........  * * * fourteen (14) legal assistants.  
Effective July 1, 2023, through July 1, 2025, the Seventh Circuit Court District shall 
have * * * sixteen (16) legal assistants. 
 
  (h)  Eighth Circuit Court District.............three (3) legal assistants. 
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  (i)  Ninth Circuit Court District..............three (3) legal assistants. 
 
  (j)  Tenth Circuit Court District.............. five (5) legal assistants. 
 
  (k)  Eleventh Circuit Court District............five (5) legal assistants. 
 
  (l)  Twelfth Circuit Court District.............five (5) legal assistants. 
 
  (m)  Thirteenth Circuit Court District..........four (4) legal assistants. 
 
  (n)  Fourteenth Circuit Court District.......... six (6) legal assistants. 
 
  (o)  Fifteenth Circuit Court District......... seven (7) legal assistants. 
 
  (p)  Sixteenth Circuit Court District........... six (6) legal assistants. 
 
  (q)  Seventeenth Circuit Court District........ four (4) legal assistants. 
 
  (r)  Eighteenth Circuit Court District...........two (2) legal assistants. 

 
(s)  Nineteenth Circuit Court District........ seven (7) legal assistants. 
 
(t)  Twentieth Circuit Court District......... seven (7) legal assistants. 
 
(u)  Twenty-first Circuit Court District....... * * * five (5) legal assistants. 

 
  (v)  Twenty-second Circuit Court District.....three (3) legal assistants. 
 
  (w)  Twenty-third Circuit Court District..... * * * seven (7) legal assistants. 
 
 (2)  In addition to any legal assistants authorized pursuant to subsection (1) of this 
section, the following number of full-time legal assistants are authorized (i) in the following 
circuit court districts if funds are appropriated by the Legislature to adequately fund the 
salaries, expenses and fringe benefits of such legal assistants, or (ii) in any of the following 
circuit court districts in which the board of supervisors of one or more of the counties in a 
circuit court district adopts a resolution to pay all of the salaries, supplemental pay, 
expenses and fringe benefits of legal assistants authorized in such district pursuant to this 
subsection: 
 
  (a)  First Circuit Court District................two (2) legal assistants. 
 
  (b)  Second Circuit Court District...............two (2) legal assistants. 
 
  (c)  Third Circuit Court District................two (2) legal assistants. 
 
  (d)  Fourth Circuit Court District...............two (2) legal assistants. 
 
  (e)  Fifth Circuit Court District................two (2) legal assistants. 

 
(f)  Sixth Circuit Court District................two (2) legal assistants. 

 
  (g)  Seventh Circuit Court District..............two (2) legal assistants. 
 
  (h)  Eighth Circuit Court District...............two (2) legal assistants. 
 
  (i)  Ninth Circuit Court District................two (2) legal assistants. 
 
  (j)  Tenth Circuit Court District................two (2) legal assistants. 
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  (k)  Eleventh Circuit Court District.............two (2) legal assistants. 
 
  (l)  Twelfth Circuit Court District..............two (2) legal assistants. 
 
  (m)  Thirteenth Circuit Court District...........two (2) legal assistants. 
 
  (n)  Fourteenth Circuit Court District...........two (2) legal assistants. 
 
  (o)  Fifteenth Circuit Court District............two (2) legal assistants. 
 
  (p)  Sixteenth Circuit Court District............two (2) legal assistants. 

 
(q)  Seventeenth Circuit Court District..........two (2) legal assistants. 

 
  (r)  Eighteenth Circuit Court District...........two (2) legal assistants. 
 
  (s)  Nineteenth Circuit Court District...........two (2) legal assistants. 
 
  (t)  Twentieth Circuit Court District............two (2) legal assistants. 
 
  (u)  Twenty-first Circuit Court District.........two (2) legal assistants. 
 
  (v)  Twenty-second Circuit Court District........two (2) legal assistants. 
 
  (w)  Twenty-third Circuit Court District........two (2) legal assistants. 
 
 (3)  The board of supervisors of any county may pay all or a part of the salary, 
supplemental pay, expenses and fringe benefits of any district attorney or legal assistant 
authorized in the circuit court district to which such county belongs pursuant to this 
section. 
 
 (4)  The district attorney of any circuit court district may employ additional legal 
assistants or criminal investigators, or both, without regard to any limitation on the number 
of legal assistants authorized in this section or criminal investigators authorized by other 
provisions of law to the extent that the district attorney's office receives funds from any 
source.  Any source shall include, but is not limited to, office-generated funds, funds from 
a county, a combination of counties, a municipality, a combination of municipalities, federal 
funds, private grants or foundations, or by means of an Interlocal Cooperative Agreement 
authorized by Section 17-13-1 which may be expended for those positions in an amount 
sufficient to pay all of the salary, supplemental pay, expenses and fringe benefits of the 
positions.  Such funds may either be paid out of district attorney accounts, transferred by 
the district attorney to the Department of Finance and Administration or to one or more of 
the separate counties comprising the circuit court district, and the funds shall be disbursed 
to such employees in the same manner as state-funded criminal investigators and full-time 
legal assistants.  The district attorney shall report to the board of supervisors of each 
county comprising the circuit court district the amount and source of the supplemental 
salary, expenses and fringe benefits, and the board in each county shall spread the same 
on its minutes.  The district attorney shall also report such information to the Department 
of Finance and Administration which shall make such information available to the 
Legislative Budget Office. 
 
 (5)  The district attorney shall be authorized to assign the duties of a legal assistant 
regardless of the source of funding for such legal assistants. 
 
 [From and after January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 25-31-5.  (1)  The following number of full-time legal assistants are authorized in 
the following circuit court districts: 
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  (a)  First Circuit Court District.............. ten (10) legal assistants. 
 
  (b)  Second Circuit Court District.......... eleven (11) legal assistants. 
 
  (c)  Third Circuit Court District............... six (6) legal assistants. 
 
  (d)  Fourth Circuit Court District..............seven (7) legal assistants. 
 
  (e)  Fifth Circuit Court District...............five (5) legal assistants. 
 
  (f)  Sixth Circuit Court District............. three (3) legal assistants. 
 
  (g)  Seventh Circuit Court District......... fourteen (14) legal assistants.  
Effective July 1, 2023, through July 1, 2025, the Seventh Circuit Court District shall have 
sixteen (16) legal assistants. 
 
  (h)  Eighth Circuit Court District.............three (3) legal assistants. 
 
  (i)  Ninth Circuit Court District..............three (3) legal assistants. 
 
  (j)  Tenth Circuit Court District.............. five (5) legal assistants. 
 
  (k)  Eleventh Circuit Court District............five (5) legal assistants. 
 
  (l)  Twelfth Circuit Court District.............five (5) legal assistants. 
 
  (m)  Thirteenth Circuit Court District..........four (4) legal assistants. 
 
  (n)  Fourteenth Circuit Court District.......... six (6) legal assistants. 
 
  (o)  Fifteenth Circuit Court District......... seven (7) legal assistants. 
 
  (p)  Sixteenth Circuit Court District........... six (6) legal assistants. 
 
  (q)  Seventeenth Circuit Court District........ four (4) legal assistants. 
 
  (r)  Eighteenth Circuit Court District...........two (2) legal assistants. 

 
(s)  Nineteenth Circuit Court District........ seven (7) legal assistants. 
 
(t)  Twentieth Circuit Court District......... seven (7) legal assistants. 
 
(u)  Twenty-first Circuit Court District....... five (5) legal assistants. 

 
 (2)  In addition to any legal assistants authorized pursuant to subsection (1) of this 
section, the following number of full-time legal assistants are authorized (i) in the following 
circuit court districts if funds are appropriated by the Legislature to adequately fund the 
salaries, expenses and fringe benefits of such legal assistants, or (ii) in any of the following 
circuit court districts in which the board of supervisors of one or more of the counties in a 
circuit court district adopts a resolution to pay all of the salaries, supplemental pay, 
expenses and fringe benefits of legal assistants authorized in such district pursuant to this 
subsection: 
 
  (a)  First Circuit Court District................two (2) legal assistants. 
 
  (b)  Second Circuit Court District...............two (2) legal assistants. 
 
  (c)  Third Circuit Court District................two (2) legal assistants. 



SENATE JOURNAL 
THURSDAY, MARCH 6, 2025 

 

1059 

 
  (d)  Fourth Circuit Court District...............two (2) legal assistants. 
 
  (e)  Fifth Circuit Court District................two (2) legal assistants. 

 
(f)  Sixth Circuit Court District................two (2) legal assistants. 

 
  (g)  Seventh Circuit Court District..............two (2) legal assistants. 
 
  (h)  Eighth Circuit Court District...............two (2) legal assistants. 
 
  (i)  Ninth Circuit Court District................two (2) legal assistants. 
 
  (j)  Tenth Circuit Court District................two (2) legal assistants. 
 
  (k)  Eleventh Circuit Court District.............two (2) legal assistants. 
 
  (l)  Twelfth Circuit Court District..............two (2) legal assistants. 
 
  (m)  Thirteenth Circuit Court District...........two (2) legal assistants. 
 
  (n)  Fourteenth Circuit Court District...........two (2) legal assistants. 
 
  (o)  Fifteenth Circuit Court District............two (2) legal assistants. 
 
  (p)  Sixteenth Circuit Court District............two (2) legal assistants. 

 
(q)  Seventeenth Circuit Court District..........two (2) legal assistants. 

 
  (r)  Eighteenth Circuit Court District...........two (2) legal assistants. 
 
  (s)  Nineteenth Circuit Court District...........two (2) legal assistants. 
 
  (t)  Twentieth Circuit Court District............two (2) legal assistants. 
 
  (u)  Twenty-first Circuit Court District.........two (2) legal assistants. 
 
 (3)  The board of supervisors of any county may pay all or a part of the salary, 
supplemental pay, expenses and fringe benefits of any district attorney or legal assistant 
authorized in the circuit court district to which such county belongs pursuant to this 
section. 
 
 (4)  The district attorney of any circuit court district may employ additional legal 
assistants or criminal investigators, or both, without regard to any limitation on the number 
of legal assistants authorized in this section or criminal investigators authorized by other 
provisions of law to the extent that the district attorney's office receives funds from any 
source.  Any source shall include, but is not limited to, office-generated funds, funds from 
a county, a combination of counties, a municipality, a combination of municipalities, federal 
funds, private grants or foundations, or by means of an Interlocal Cooperative Agreement 
authorized by Section 17-13-1 which may be expended for those positions in an amount 
sufficient to pay all of the salary, supplemental pay, expenses and fringe benefits of the 
positions.  Such funds may either be paid out of district attorney accounts, transferred by 
the district attorney to the Department of Finance and Administration or to one or more of 
the separate counties comprising the circuit court district, and the funds shall be disbursed 
to such employees in the same manner as state-funded criminal investigators and full-time 
legal assistants.  The district attorney shall report to the board of supervisors of each 
county comprising the circuit court district the amount and source of the supplemental 
salary, expenses and fringe benefits, and the board in each county shall spread the same 
on its minutes.  The district attorney shall also report such information to the Department 
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of Finance and Administration which shall make such information available to the 
Legislative Budget Office. 
 
 (5)  The district attorney shall be authorized to assign the duties of a legal assistant 
regardless of the source of funding for such legal assistants. 
 
 SECTION 35.  Section 25-31-10, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 [Until January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 25-31-10.  (1)  Any district attorney may appoint a full-time criminal investigator. 
 
 (2)  The district attorneys of the Fifth, Ninth, Tenth, Eleventh, Twelfth, Thirteenth, 
Fourteenth, Fifteenth, Sixteenth, Seventeenth * * * and Twentieth * * * Circuit Court 
Districts may appoint one (1) additional full-time criminal investigator for a total of two (2) 
full-time criminal investigators. 
 
 (3)  The district attorneys of the First, Second, Third, Fourth, Nineteenth, 
Twenty-first and Twenty-third Circuit Court Districts may appoint two (2) additional full-time 
criminal investigators for a total of three (3) full-time criminal investigators. 
 
 (4)  The district attorney of the Seventh Circuit Court District may appoint * * * four 
(4) additional full-time criminal investigator for a total of * * * five (5) full-time criminal 
investigators. 
 
 (5)  No district attorney or assistant district attorney shall accept any private 
employment, civil or criminal, in any matter investigated by such criminal investigators. 
 
 (6)  The full and complete compensation for all public duties rendered by the 
criminal investigators shall be not more than Sixty-three Thousand Dollars ($63,000.00) 
per annum, to be determined at the discretion of the district attorney based upon the 
qualifications, education and experience of the criminal investigator, plus necessary travel 
and other expenses, to be paid in accordance with Section 25-31-8.  However, the 
maximum salary under this subsection for a criminal investigator who has a law degree 
may be supplemented by the district attorney from other available funds, but not to exceed 
the maximum salary for a legal assistant to a district attorney. 
 
 (7)  Any criminal investigator may be designated by the district attorney to attend 
the Law Enforcement Officers Training Program set forth in Section 45-6-1 et seq.  The 
total expenses associated with attendance by criminal investigators at the Law 
Enforcement Officers Training Program shall be paid out of the funds of the appropriate 
district attorney. 
 
 (8)  The district attorney shall be authorized to assign the duties of criminal 
investigators regardless of the source of funding for such criminal investigators. 
 
 [From and after January 1, 2027, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 25-31-10.  (1)  Any district attorney may appoint a full-time criminal investigator. 
 
 (2)  The district attorneys of the Fifth, Ninth, Tenth, Eleventh, Twelfth, Thirteenth, 
Fourteenth, Fifteenth, Sixteenth, Seventeenth and Twentieth Circuit Court Districts may 
appoint one (1) additional full-time criminal investigator for a total of two (2) full-time 
criminal investigators. 
 
 (3)  The district attorneys of the First, Second, Third, Fourth, Nineteenth and 
Twenty-first Circuit Court Districts may appoint two (2) additional full-time criminal 
investigators for a total of three (3) full-time criminal investigators. 
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 (4)  The district attorney of the Seventh Circuit Court District may appoint four (4) 
additional full-time criminal investigator for a total of five (5) full-time criminal investigators. 
 
 (5)  No district attorney or assistant district attorney shall accept any private 
employment, civil or criminal, in any matter investigated by such criminal investigators. 
 
 (6)  The full and complete compensation for all public duties rendered by the 
criminal investigators shall be not more than Sixty-three Thousand Dollars ($63,000.00) 
per annum, to be determined at the discretion of the district attorney based upon the 
qualifications, education and experience of the criminal investigator, plus necessary travel 
and other expenses, to be paid in accordance with Section 25-31-8.  However, the 
maximum salary under this subsection for a criminal investigator who has a law degree 
may be supplemented by the district attorney from other available funds, but not to exceed 
the maximum salary for a legal assistant to a district attorney. 
 
 (7)  Any criminal investigator may be designated by the district attorney to attend 
the Law Enforcement Officers Training Program set forth in Section 45-6-1 et seq.  The 
total expenses associated with attendance by criminal investigators at the Law 
Enforcement Officers Training Program shall be paid out of the funds of the appropriate 
district attorney. 
 
 (8)  The district attorney shall be authorized to assign the duties of criminal 
investigators regardless of the source of funding for such criminal investigators. 
 
 SECTION 36.  The boundaries of the precincts described in Section 9-7-21 (Sixth 
Circuit Court District) and Section 9-7-29 (Ninth Circuit Court District), Mississippi Code 
of 1972, on January 1, 2027, shall be the boundaries of the precincts as those boundaries 
are contained in the Census Bureau's geographic product of PL-94-171 Redistricting Data 
2020. 
 
 SECTION 37.  (1)  From January 1, 2027, to December 31, 2027: 
 
  (a)  The person who held the Office of District Attorney in the Fourth Circuit 
Court District on December 31, 2026, shall be the senior full-time legal assistant in the 
Eleventh Circuit Court District; and 
 
  (b)  The person who held the Office of District Attorney in the Twenty-second 
Circuit Court District on December 31, 2026, shall be the senior full-time legal assistant in 
the Sixth Circuit Court District. 
 
 (2)  The annual salary of the senior full-time legal assistants authorized by this 
section shall be as provided for a full-time district attorney in Section 25-3-35(6). 
 
 (3)  This section shall stand repealed on January 1, 2028. 
 
 SECTION 38.  On January 1, 2027, the office of district attorney for the Fourth 
Circuit Court District created by this act shall be filled by the person who holds the office 
of district attorney for the Twenty-third Circuit Court District on December 31, 2026.  Such 
person shall serve as the district attorney for the Fourth Circuit Court District until a 
successor for such office, elected in the November 2027 general election, assumes the 
office on January 1, 2028. 
 
 SECTION 39.  On January 1, 2027, the office of district attorney for the Fifth Circuit 
Court District, Sixth Circuit Court District, Ninth Circuit Court District, Tenth Circuit Court 
District, Eleventh Circuit Court District, Fourteenth Circuit Court District, Fifteenth Circuit 
Court District, Sixteenth Circuit Court District, Seventeenth Circuit Court District, 
Eighteenth Circuit Court District, and Nineteenth Circuit Court District created by this act 
shall be filled by the person who holds the office of district attorney for each respective 
circuit court district on December 31, 2026.  Such person shall serve as the district 
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attorney for the circuit court district created by this act until a successor for such office, 
elected in the November 2027 general election, assumes the office on January 1, 2028. 
 
 SECTION 40.  On January 1, 2027, the office of district attorney for the Twenty-first 
Circuit Court District created by this act shall be filled by the person who holds the office 
of district attorney for the Twenty-first Circuit Court District on December 31, 2026.  Such 
person shall serve as the district attorney for the Twenty-first Circuit Court District created 
by this act until a successor for such office, elected in the November 2027 general 
election, assumes the office on January 1, 2028.  Notwithstanding any other provision of 
law to the contrary regarding the residency of candidates for the office of district attorney, 
the person serving as the district attorney for the Twenty-first Circuit Court District as of 
December 31, 2026, may qualify as a candidate to run for the office of district attorney for 
the Twenty-first Circuit Court District in the November 2027 general election, if such 
person is otherwise qualified as a candidate as provided by law. 
 
 SECTION 41.  Candidates for the offices of district attorney created by this act shall 
run for office in the general election to be conducted November 2027.  Candidates shall 
file as is otherwise provided by law for district attorneys.  The district attorney elected shall 
serve a four-year term to begin January 1, 2028, and the term of the office shall thereafter 
be as is provided for district attorneys generally. 
 
 SECTION 42.  Candidates for the chancellorships and the circuit judgeships 
created by this act shall run for those offices in the general election for judicial officers to 
be conducted in November 2026.  Candidates shall file as is provided in Section 
23-15-977, and shall run for office and be elected as provided in Sections 23-15-974 
through 23-15-985, which constitute the Nonpartisan Judicial Election Act.  The judges 
elected shall serve four-year terms to begin January 1, 2027, and the terms of those 
offices shall thereafter be as provided for chancellors and circuit judges generally. 
 
 SECTION 43.  Section 25-31-37, Mississippi Code of 1972, which authorizes the 
appointment of two (2) full-time assistant district attorneys and one (1) full-time criminal 
investigator for the Seventh Circuit Court District, shall stand repealed on the effective 
date of this act. 
 
 SECTION 44.  This act shall take effect and be in force from and after July 1, 2025, 
and shall stand repealed on June 30, 2025. 
 
 Further, amend by striking the title in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 
 
 
 AN ACT TO REDISTRICT THE CIRCUIT AND CHANCERY COURT DISTRICTS 
PURSUANT TO SECTION 152 OF ARTICLE 6 OF THE MISSISSIPPI CONSTITUTION 
OF 1890 FOR THE GENERAL ELECTION FOR JUDICIAL OFFICERS TO BE 
CONDUCTED IN NOVEMBER 2026; TO AMEND SECTION 9-5-9, MISSISSIPPI CODE 
OF 1972, TO ADD COVINGTON COUNTY, SIMPSON COUNTY, AND SMITH COUNTY 
TO THE SECOND CHANCERY COURT DISTRICT; TO PROVIDE TWO CHANCELLORS 
WITH RESIDENCY REQUIREMENTS FOR THE SECOND CHANCERY COURT 
DISTRICT; TO AMEND SECTION 9-5-11, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO ADD 
CARROLL COUNTY TO THE THIRD CHANCERY COURT DISTRICT; TO REMOVE 
DESOTO COUNTY FROM THE THIRD CHANCERY COURT DISTRICT; TO DELETE 
THE SUBDISTRICTS FROM THE THIRD CHANCERY COURT DISTRICT; TO AMEND 
SECTION 9-5-13, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO PROVIDE THAT THERE SHALL BE 
TWO CHANCELLORS FOR THE THIRD CHANCERY COURT DISTRICT; TO AMEND 
SECTION 9-5-15, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO REMOVE THE CURRENT 
COUNTIES FROM THE FOURTH CHANCERY COURT DISTRICT; TO ADD FORREST 
COUNTY, PERRY COUNTY, AND STONE COUNTY TO THE FOURTH CHANCERY 
COURT DISTRICT; TO AMEND SECTION 9-5-21, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO 
REMOVE CARROLL COUNTY FROM THE SIXTH CHANCERY COURT DISTRICT; TO 
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AMEND SECTION 9-5-23, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO ADD SUNFLOWER 
COUNTY TO THE SEVENTH CHANCERY COURT DISTRICT; TO CONFORM THE 
SUBDISTRICTS IN THE SEVENTH CHANCERY COURT DISTRICT TO THE ADDITION 
OF SUNFLOWER COUNTY; TO AMEND SECTION 9-5-27, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 
1972, TO REMOVE STONE COUNTY FROM THE EIGHTH CHANCERY COURT 
DISTRICT; TO REVISE THE SUBDISTRICTS OF THE NINTH CHANCERY COURT 
DISTRICT; TO AMEND SECTION 9-5-31, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO PROVIDE 
THAT THERE SHALL BE TWO CHANCELLORS IN THE NINTH CHANCERY COURT 
DISTRICT; TO AMEND SECTION 9-5-33, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO REMOVE 
SUNFLOWER COUNTY FROM THE NINTH CHANCERY COURT DISTRICT; TO 
AMEND SECTION 9-5-35, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO ADD JEFFERSON DAVIS 
COUNTY AND WALTHALL COUNTY TO THE TENTH CHANCERY COURT DISTRICT; 
TO REMOVE FORREST COUNTY AND PERRY COUNTY FROM THE TENTH 
CHANCERY COURT DISTRICT; TO AMEND SECTION 9-5-36, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 
1972, TO REVISE THE RESIDENCY REQUIREMENTS OF THE CHANCELLORS 
ELECTED FROM THE TENTH CHANCERY COURT DISTRICT; TO AMEND SECTION 
9-5-41, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO ADD DESOTO COUNTY TO THE 
THIRTEENTH CHANCERY COURT DISTRICT; TO PROVIDE THAT THERE SHALL BE 
THREE CHANCELLORS FOR THE THIRTEENTH CHANCERY COURT DISTRICT; TO 
AMEND SECTION 9-5-47, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO ADD LAWRENCE 
COUNTY TO THE FIFTEENTH CHANCERY COURT DISTRICT; TO PROVIDE THAT 
THERE SHALL BE TWO CHANCELLORS FOR THE FIFTEENTH CHANCERY COURT 
DISTRICT; TO AMEND SECTION 9-5-49, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO REMOVE 
GEORGE COUNTY AND GREENE COUNTY FROM THE SIXTEENTH CHANCERY 
COURT DISTRICT; TO AMEND SECTION 9-5-50, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO 
PROVIDE THAT THERE SHALL BE FOUR CHANCELLORS FOR THE SIXTEENTH 
CHANCERY COURT DISTRICT; TO AMEND SECTION 9-5-51, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 
1972, TO ADD AMITE COUNTY, FRANKLIN COUNTY AND PIKE COUNTY TO THE 
SEVENTEENTH CHANCERY COURT DISTRICT; TO CREATE SUBDISTRICTS IN THE 
SEVENTEENTH CHANCERY COURT DISTRICT; TO AMEND SECTION 9-5-55, 
MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO ADD GEORGE COUNTY AND GREENE COUNTY TO 
THE NINETEENTH CHANCERY COURT DISTRICT; TO PROVIDE THAT THERE SHALL 
BE TWO CHANCELLORS FOR THE NINETEENTH CHANCERY COURT DISTRICT; TO 
PROVIDE RESIDENCY REQUIREMENTS FOR THE ELECTION OF CHANCELLORS 
FOR THE NINETEENTH CHANCERY COURT DISTRICT; TO AMEND SECTION 9-7-15, 
MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO REMOVE THE CURRENT COUNTIES AND 
SUBDISTRICTS FROM THE FOURTH CIRCUIT COURT DISTRICT; TO ADD DESOTO 
COUNTY TO THE FOURTH CIRCUIT COURT DISTRICT; TO AMEND SECTION 9-7-17, 
MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO PROVIDE THAT THERE SHALL BE THREE CIRCUIT 
JUDGES FOR THE FOURTH CIRCUIT COURT DISTRICT; TO AMEND SECTION 
9-7-21, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO ADD CLAIBORNE COUNTY, JEFFERSON 
COUNTY AND PIKE COUNTY TO THE SIXTH CIRCUIT COURT DISTRICT; TO CREATE 
SUBDISTRICTS IN THE SIXTH CIRCUIT COURT DISTRICT; TO AMEND SECTION 
9-7-29, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO ADD YAZOO COUNTY TO THE NINTH 
CIRCUIT COURT DISTRICT; TO CREATE SUBDISTRICTS IN THE NINTH CIRCUIT 
COURT DISTRICT; TO AMEND SECTION 9-7-31, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO 
REMOVE WAYNE COUNTY FROM THE TENTH CIRCUIT COURT DISTRICT; TO 
AMEND SECTION 9-7-33, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO ADD SUNFLOWER 
COUNTY TO THE ELEVENTH CIRCUIT COURT DISTRICT; TO DELETE THE 
SUBDISTRICTS FROM THE ELEVENTH CIRCUIT COURT DISTRICT; TO AMEND 
SECTION 9-7-34, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO CONFORM TO THE DELETION OF 
THE SUBDISTRICTS FROM THE ELEVENTH CIRCUIT COURT DISTRICT; TO AMEND 
SECTION 9-7-39, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO REMOVE PIKE COUNTY AND 
WALTHALL COUNTY FROM THE FOURTEENTH CIRCUIT COURT DISTRICT; TO ADD 
COPIAH COUNTY AND LAWRENCE COUNTY TO THE FOURTEENTH CIRCUIT 
COURT DISTRICT; TO AMEND SECTION 9-7-41, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO 
ADD WALTHALL COUNTY TO THE FIFTEENTH CIRCUIT COURT DISTRICT; TO 
REMOVE LAWRENCE COUNTY FROM THE FIFTEENTH CIRCUIT COURT DISTRICT; 
TO AMEND SECTION 9-7-42, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO REVISE THE 



SENATE JOURNAL 
THURSDAY, MARCH 6, 2025 

 

1064 

RESIDENCY REQUIREMENTS FOR THE JUDGES ELECTED FROM THE FIFTEENTH 
CIRCUIT COURT DISTRICT TO CONFORM TO THE REMOVAL OF LAWRENCE 
COUNTY; TO AMEND SECTION 9-7-47, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO ADD 
GEORGE COUNTY, GREENE COUNTY, AND WAYNE COUNTY TO THE EIGHTEENTH 
CIRCUIT COURT DISTRICT; TO PROVIDE THAT THERE SHALL BE TWO CIRCUIT 
JUDGES IN THE EIGHTEENTH CIRCUIT COURT DISTRICT; TO PROVIDE 
RESIDENCY REQUIREMENTS FOR THE JUDGES ELECTED FOR THE EIGHTEENTH 
CIRCUIT COURT DISTRICT; TO AMEND SECTION 9-7-49, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 
1972, TO REMOVE GEORGE COUNTY AND GREENE COUNTY FROM THE 
NINETEENTH CIRCUIT COURT DISTRICT; TO DELETE LANGUAGE GOVERNING 
THE AMOUNT OF LOCAL CONTRIBUTION TO SUPPORT THE NINETEENTH CIRCUIT 
COURT DISTRICT; TO AMEND SECTION 9-7-55, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO 
REMOVE YAZOO COUNTY FROM THE TWENTY-FIRST CIRCUIT COURT DISTRICT; 
TO ADD LEFLORE COUNTY AND WASHINGTON COUNTY TO THE TWENTY-FIRST 
CIRCUIT COURT DISTRICT; TO PROVIDE THAT THERE SHALL BE THREE CIRCUIT 
JUDGES FOR THE TWENTY-FIRST CIRCUIT COURT DISTRICT; TO AMEND 
SECTIONS 9-7-57, 9-7-63 AND 9-7-64, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, WHICH PROVIDE 
FOR THE TWENTY-FIRST AND TWENTY-THIRD CIRCUIT COURT DISTRICTS, TO 
PROVIDE THAT THE SECTIONS SHALL REPEAL ON A CERTAIN DATE; TO PROVIDE 
THAT REVISED PRECINCTS ARE FROM THE 2010 CENSUS; TO REQUIRE THE 
STANDING JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ON REAPPORTIONMENT TO ASSIST 
THE COUNTIES IN IDENTIFYING THE BOUNDARIES OF SUBDISTRICTS; TO AMEND 
SECTION 25-31-5, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO PROVIDE AN ADDITIONAL 
ASSISTANT DISTRICT ATTORNEY TO THE TWENTY-FIRST CIRCUIT COURT 
DISTRICT; TO PROVIDE ADDITIONAL ASSISTANT DISTRICT ATTORNEYS TO THE 
SEVENTH CIRCUIT COURT DISTRICT THAT WERE AUTHORIZED IN SECTION 
25-31-37 WHICH IS REPEALED BY THIS ACT; TO PROVIDE TWO ADDITIONAL 
ASSISTANT DISTRICT ATTORNEYS TO THE CIRCUIT COURT DISTRICT FOR 
DESOTO COUNTY; TO AMEND SECTION 25-31-10, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO 
PROVIDE THE TWENTY-FIRST CIRCUIT COURT DISTRICT WITH AN ADDITIONAL 
CRIMINAL INVESTIGATOR; TO PROVIDE AN ADDITIONAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATOR 
TO THE SEVENTH CIRCUIT COURT DISTRICT THAT WAS AUTHORIZED IN SECTION 
25-31-37 WHICH IS REPEALED BY THIS ACT; TO PROVIDE THAT REVISED 
PRECINCTS ARE FROM THE 2020 CENSUS; TO PROVIDE SENIOR FULL-TIME 
LEGAL ASSISTANTS IN THE ELEVENTH AND SIXTH CIRCUIT COURT DISTRICTS 
FOR A ONE-YEAR PERIOD; TO PROVIDE THE PROCEDURE TO FILL THE OFFICES 
OF DISTRICT ATTORNEY AND THE JUDICIAL OFFICES CREATED BY VIRTUE OF 
THIS ACT; TO REPEAL SECTION 25-31-37, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, WHICH 
AUTHORIZES THE APPOINTMENT OF ASSISTANT DISTRICT ATTORNEYS AND A 
CRIMINAL INVESTIGATOR FOR THE SEVENTH CIRCUIT COURT DISTRICT; AND 
FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 
 
 
 Committee Amendment No. 1 to H. B. No. 1544 was adopted. 
 
 YEAS AND NAYS On H. B. No. 1544.  On motion of Senator Wiggins, the rules 
were suspended, the bill considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and 
nays being taken, it passed as amended, title standing as stated, by the following vote: 
 
 Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan, 
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins, 
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, 
McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, Seymour, 
Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, Thompson, 
Turner-Ford, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger.  Total--50. 
 Nays--None. 
 Absent and those not voting--Parks.  Total--1. 
 Vacancies--1. 
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__________ 

 
 On motion of Senator Wiggins, and with unanimous consent of the Senate, the 
Secretary was directed to release immediately to the House H. B. No. 1544. 

__________ 
 
 Senator Williams called up the following entitled bill: 
 
 H. B. No. 1085: Mississippi Main Street; authorize counties to donate to and make 
MDAH administrator of Main Street Revitalization Grant. 
 
 YEAS AND NAYS On H. B. No. 1085.  On motion of Senator Williams, the rules 
were suspended, the bill considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and 
nays being taken, it passed, title standing as stated, by the following vote: 
 
 Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan, Butler, 
Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins, 
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, 
McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, Seymour, 
Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, Thompson, 
Turner-Ford, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger.  Total--49. 
 Nays--None. 
 Absent and those not voting--Parks.  Total--1. 
 Voting Present--Blount.  Total--1. 
 Vacancies--1. 
 

__________ 
 
 Senator Williams called up the following entitled bill: 
 
 H. B. No. 556: DFA; authorize to purchase certain real property known as the "East 
Hamilton Street Properties" in the City of Jackson, Mississippi. 
 
 Senator Williams offered the following COMMITTEE AMENDMENT NO. 1. 
 
 Amend by striking all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 
 
 
 SECTION 1.  (1)  The Department of Finance and Administration is authorized to 
purchase certain real property, and any improvements thereon, located within the Capitol 
Complex in the City of Jackson, Hinds County, Mississippi, known as the "East Hamilton 
Street Properties," and being more particularly described as follows: 
 
  (a)  Property located at 303 East Hamilton Street in the City of Jackson, 
Hinds County, Mississippi, designated as Parcel 83-9 consisting of approximately 0.32 
acres as follows: 
 
 Parcel 

 
 Beginning at a point on the South line of Hamilton Street 760.8 feet 
measured Westerly along the South line of Hamilton Street from the intersection 
of the South line of Hamilton Street with the West line of North West Street as 
both Streets were laid out and improved in the City of Jackson, Mississippi on 
May 24, 1951, and run thence westerly along the South line of Hamilton Street 
a distance of 52 feet to a point; thence turning to the left through an angle of 89 
degrees 30 minutes run southerly 165 feet; thence run easterly parallel with the 
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South line of Hamilton Street 52 feet; run thence northerly 165 feet to the point 
of beginning. 
 
Also: 
 
 A strip of land East of and adjoining the above described property, said strip 
of land being four-tenths (.4) of a foot in width on the North end, that is, on 
Hamilton Street, and running back southerly a distance of 165 feet, and is 
sixty-three one hundredths (.63) of a foot width at the rear end thereof; Together 
with all appurtenances or easements thereunto belonging or in any wise 
appertaining. 
 
Also:  
 
 Part of Ten (10) Acre Lot Four (4), North Jackson, more particularly 
described as follows: 
 
Beginning at a point 296.7 feet westerly along the south side of Hamilton Street, 
from the intersection of south line of Hamilton Street with the east line of Lamar 
Street as both streets were laid out on May 4, 1959; turn thence left through an 
angle of 89 degrees 46 minutes and run southerly for a distance of 164.8 feet 
to a point; turn thence right through an angle of 89 degrees 31 minutes and run 
westerly for a distance of 29.9 feet to a point; turn thence right through an angle 
of 91 degrees 19 minutes and run northerly for a distance of 164.8 feet to a 
point on the south line of Hamilton Street; turn thence right through an angle of 
88 degrees 56 minutes and run easterly along the south side of Hamilton Street 
for a distance of 27.1 feet to the point of beginning. 

 
  (b)  Property located at 323 East Hamilton Street in City of Jackson, Hinds 
County, Mississippi, designated as Parcel 83-10 consisting of 0.44 acres as follows: 
 
 Parcel 

 
 Begin at a point on the South line of Hamilton Street a distance of 648.8 feet 
measured westerly along the South line of said Hamilton Street from the 
intersection of the South line of Hamilton Street with the West line of West 
Street, as both streets are now laid out and improved; run thence West along 
the South line of Hamilton Street for a distance of 113 feet; thence turning to 
the left through an angle of 89 degrees 3 minutes, run in a southerly direction 
for a distance of 165 feet; thence Easterly and parallel with the South line of 
Hamilton Street for a distance of 112 feet; thence Northerly in a straight line a 
distance of 165 feet to the point of beginning, being in 10 acre Lot 4 North, 
according to the official map of City of Jackson made in 1875 by H.C. Daniel on 
file in the office of the Chancery Clerk of the First Judicial District of Hinds 
County, at Jackson, Mississippi. 

 
  (c)  Property located at 337 East Hamilton Street in the City of Jackson, 
Hinds County, Mississippi, designated as Parcel 83-11 consisting of 0.20 acres as follows: 
 
 Parcel 

 
 Beginning at a point on the South line of Hamilton Street 593.8 feet West of 
the West line of West Street as the said Streets are now laid out and improved; 
thence West along the South line of Hamilton Street 55 feet; turning to the left 
through an angle of 90 degrees 25 minutes run 165 feet to an iron pin; thence 
turning to the left through an angle of 89 degrees 35 minutes run easterly 
parallel with the South line of said Hamilton Street 47.5 feet to an iron pin; 
thence northerly in a straight line 165 feet more or less to the point of beginning. 
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 (2)  The real property and improvements described in subsection (1) of this section 
shall not be purchased for an amount greater than the current fair market value as 
determined by the average of two (2) appraisals by qualified appraisers, at least one (1) 
of whom shall be selected by the Department of Finance and Administration, and both of 
whom shall be certified and licensed by the Mississippi Real Estate Appraiser Licensing 
and Certification Board. 
 
 (3)  The Department of Finance and Administration is authorized to negotiate any 
and all closing costs related to the acquisition of these properties. 
 
 (4)  The Department of Finance and Administration may correct any discrepancies 
in the legal descriptions of the property provided in this section. 
 
 (5)  The real property and improvements acquired under this section shall be used 
exclusively for state office space and parking purposes. 
 
 SECTION 2.  This act shall take effect and be in force from and after its passage. 
 
 Further, amend by striking the title in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 
 
 
 AN ACT TO AUTHORIZE THE DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE AND 
ADMINISTRATION TO PURCHASE CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY, AND ANY 
IMPROVEMENTS THEREON, LOCATED ON EAST HAMILTON STREET IN JACKSON, 
MISSISSIPPI; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 
 
 
 Committee Amendment No. 1 to H. B. No. 556 was adopted. 
 
 YEAS AND NAYS On H. B. No. 556.  On motion of Senator Williams, the rules were 
suspended, the bill considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and nays 
being taken, it passed as amended, title standing as stated, by the following vote: 
 
 Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan, 
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins, 
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, 
McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, Seymour, 
Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, Thompson, 
Turner-Ford, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger.  Total--49. 
 Nays--Chism.  Total--1. 
 Absent and those not voting--Parks.  Total--1. 
 Vacancies--1. 
 

__________ 
 
 Senator Williams called up the following entitled bill: 
 
 H. B. No. 1436: MDOT; authorize to transfer property in Harrison County to the City 
of Gulfport. 
 
 Senator Williams offered the following COMMITTEE AMENDMENT NO. 1. 
 
 Amend by striking all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 
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 SECTION 1.  (1)  The State Highway Commission, acting on behalf of the 
Mississippi Department of Transportation, is authorized to transfer to the City of Gulfport, 
Mississippi, certain real property and any improvements thereon located in Gulfport, 
Mississippi, and being more particularly described as follows: 
 
  (a)  The Northwest Quadrant of the intersection of 13th Street and 28th 
Avenue in the City of Gulfport, Harrison County, Mississippi, including Lots 15 through 19 
in Block 176 of Original Gulfport; and 
 
  (b)  The Southwest Quadrant of the intersection of 15th Street and 28th 
Avenue in the City of Gulfport, Harrison County, Mississippi, including Lots 1 through 6 in 
Block 176 of Original Gulfport. 
 
 (2)  Of the property described in subsection (1) of this section, it is hereby 
understood and agreed by the City of Gulfport, Mississippi, as the grantee herein named, 
that all existing utilities located on, under or above the property herein described, shall 
remain at the discretion of the utility owners, and that the grantee, its assigns or 
successors in the title will not require the relocation of these utilities except by agreement 
with the utility owner. 
 
 (3)  The State of Mississippi shall retain all mineral rights to the real property 
transferred under this section. 
 
 (4)  The Mississippi Department of Transportation is authorized to correct any 
discrepancies in the legal description of the property provided in this section. 
 
 (5)  In the event that the City of Gulfport determines to offer either parcel for sale, 
the Mississippi Department of Transportation shall have the right of first refusal. 
 
 SECTION 2.  Section 1, Chapter 472, Laws of 2024, is amended as follows: 
 
 Section 1.  (1)  The Mississippi Transportation Commission, acting on behalf of the 
Mississippi Department of Transportation, is authorized to transfer and convey to the 
Board of Supervisors of Greene County, a certain parcel of land situated in Greene 
County, where the Chickasawhay River Bridge was once located, for the purpose of * * * 
either public use by the county or transference to a private property owner in exchange 
for a similarly situated piece of property of equal or greater value.  The property is more 
particularly described as follows: 

 
That portion of Old Highway 63 in Section 12, Township 2 North, 
Range 6 West more particularly described as being 200 feet in total 
width (100 feet left of centerline and 100 feet right of centerline) 
beginning at station number 60+30 depicted in the plans of MDOT 
Project  BR-1132-(3)A.  Said parcel being 2,130 feet in total length 
and consisting of approximately 9.78 acres. 

 
 (2)  (a)  Of the property described in subsection (1) of this section, it is hereby 
understood and agreed by the Board of Supervisors of Greene County, as the grantee 
herein named, that all existing utilities located on, under or above the property herein 
described, shall remain at the discretion of the utility owners, and that the grantee, its 
assigns or successor boards in the title will not require the relocation of these utilities 
except by agreement with the utility owner. 
 
  (b)  This conveyance is subject to the provisions that no junkyards, as 
defined in 23 USCS Section 136, shall be hereafter established or maintained on or within 
the above-described lands, and no signs, billboards, outdoor advertising structures or 
advertisement of any kind, as provided for in 23 USCS Section 131, shall be hereafter 
erected, displayed, placed or maintained * * * on or within the above-described land, 
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except that signs may be erected and maintained to advertise the sale, hire or lease of 
the property, or principal activities conducted on the land upon which the signs are located. 
 
 (3)  The State of Mississippi shall retain all mineral rights to the real property 
transferred under this section. 
 
 (4)  The Mississippi Department of Transportation is authorized to correct any 
discrepancies in the legal description of the property provided in this section. 
 
 SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from 
 
and after its passage. 
 
 Further, amend by striking the title in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 
 
 
 AN ACT TO AUTHORIZE THE STATE HIGHWAY COMMISSION, ACTING ON 
BEHALF OF THE MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION, TO TRANSFER 
AND CONVEY TO THE CITY OF GULFPORT, MISSISSIPPI, CERTAIN PARCELS OF 
LAND SITUATED IN GULFPORT, MISSISSIPPI, AT THE INTERSECTIONS OF 13TH 
STREET AND 28TH AVENUE AND 15TH STREET AND 28TH AVENUE; TO AMEND 
SECTION 1, CHAPTER 472, LAWS OF 2024, TO CORRECT THE METHOD BY WHICH 
THE MISSISSIPPI TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION, ACTING ON BEHALF OF THE 
MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION, IS AUTHORIZED TO CONVEY A 
CERTAIN PARCEL OF LAND SITUATED IN GREENE COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI, WHICH 
IS ADJACENT TO THE OLD HIGHWAY 63 CHICKASAWHAY RIVER BRIDGE, TO THE 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF GREENE COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI; AND FOR RELATED 
PURPOSES. 
 
 
 
 Senator Williams offered the following AMENDMENT NO. 1 TO COMMITTEE 
AMENDMENT NO. 1. 
 
 AMEND on line 49 by deleting the words "transfer and convey" and inserting the 
word "donate" in lieu thereof. 
 
 FURTHER, AMEND on line 73 by adding the words "by donation" before the word 
"is". 
 
 FURTHER, AMEND on line 84 by adding the words "by means of donation" before 
the word "under". 
 
 
 Amendment No. 1 to Committee Amendment No. 1 to H. B. No. 1436 was adopted. 
 
 Committee Amendment No. 1 as amended to H. B. No. 1436 was adopted. 
 
 YEAS AND NAYS On H. B. No. 1436.  On motion of Senator Williams, the rules 
were suspended, the bill considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and 
nays being taken, it passed as amended, title standing as stated, by the following vote: 
 
 Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan, 
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins, 
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, 
McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, Seymour, 
Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, Thompson, 
Turner-Ford, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger.  Total--50. 
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 Nays--None. 
 Absent and those not voting--Parks.  Total--1. 
 Vacancies--1. 
 

__________ 
 
 Senator Blackwell called up the following entitled bill: 
 
 H. B. No. 610: Nonemergency medical transportation; define certain terms in 
statute requiring vehicle permits and establishing standards. 
 
 YEAS AND NAYS On H. B. No. 610.  On motion of Senator Blackwell, the rules 
were suspended, the bill considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and 
nays being taken, it passed, title standing as stated, by the following vote: 
 
 Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan, 
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins, 
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, 
McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, Seymour, 
Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, Thompson, 
Turner-Ford, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger.  Total--50. 
 Nays--None. 
 Absent and those not voting--Parks.  Total--1. 
 Vacancies--1. 
 

__________ 
 
 Senator Polk called up the following entitled bill: 
 
 
 H. B. No. 1306: Preneed establishments; reduce amount of fine that Secretary of 
State may impose upon for late filing of their reports. 
 
 YEAS AND NAYS On H. B. No. 1306.  On motion of Senator Polk, the rules were 
suspended, the bill considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and nays 
being taken, it passed, title standing as stated, by the following vote: 
 
 Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan, 
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins, 
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, 
McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, Seymour, 
Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, Thompson, 
Turner-Ford, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger.  Total--50. 
 Nays--None. 
 Absent and those not voting--Parks.  Total--1. 
 Vacancies--1. 
 

__________ 
 
 Senator Polk called up the following entitled bill: 
 
 H. B. No. 1316: State Board of Funeral Services; extend repealer on. 
 
 YEAS AND NAYS On H. B. No. 1316.  On motion of Senator Polk, the rules were 
suspended, the bill considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and nays 
being taken, it passed, title standing as stated, by the following vote: 
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 Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan, 
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins, 
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, 
McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, Seymour, 
Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, Thompson, 
Turner-Ford, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger.  Total--50. 
 Nays--None. 
 Absent and those not voting--Parks.  Total--1. 
 Vacancies--1. 
 

__________ 
 
 Senator Carter called up the following entitled bill: 
 
 H. B. No. 1186: Natural gas piping systems; require testing in school facilities. 
 
 YEAS AND NAYS On H. B. No. 1186.  On motion of Senator Carter, the rules were 
suspended, the bill considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and nays 
being taken, it passed, title standing as stated, by the following vote: 
 
 Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan, 
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins, 
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, 
McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, Seymour, 
Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, Thompson, 
Turner-Ford, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger.  Total--50. 
 Nays--None. 
 Absent and those not voting--Parks.  Total--1. 
 Vacancies--1. 
 

__________ 
 
 Senator Carter called up the following entitled bill: 
 
 H. B. No. 1191: Underground and submerged utility lines and facilities; revise 
requirements for excavators and utility operators. 
 
 YEAS AND NAYS On H. B. No. 1191.  On motion of Senator Carter, the rules were 
suspended, the bill considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and nays 
being taken, it passed, title standing as stated, by the following vote: 
 
 Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan, 
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins, 
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, 
McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, Seymour, 
Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, Thompson, 
Turner-Ford, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger.  Total--50. 
 Nays--None. 
 Absent and those not voting--Parks.  Total--1. 
 Vacancies--1. 
 

__________ 
 
 Senator Michel called up the following entitled bill: 
 
 H. B. No. 959: Comprehensive Hurricane Damage Mitigation Program; extend 
repealer on. 
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 YEAS AND NAYS On H. B. No. 959.  On motion of Senator Michel, the rules were 
suspended, the bill considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and nays 
being taken, it passed, title standing as stated, by the following vote: 
 
 Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan, 
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins, 
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, 
McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, Seymour, 
Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, Thompson, 
Turner-Ford, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger.  Total--50. 
 Nays--None. 
 Absent and those not voting--Parks.  Total--1. 
 Vacancies--1. 
 

__________ 
 
 Senator Michel called up the following entitled bill: 
 
 H. B. No. 999: Modular home; revise definition as used under the Uniform 
Standards Code for Factory-Built Homes Law. 
 
 YEAS AND NAYS On H. B. No. 999.  On motion of Senator Michel, the rules were 
suspended, the bill considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and nays 
being taken, it passed, title standing as stated, by the following vote: 
 
 Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan, 
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins, 
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, 
McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, Seymour, 
Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, Thompson, 
Turner-Ford, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger.  Total--50. 
 Nays--None. 
 Absent and those not voting--Parks.  Total--1. 
 Vacancies--1. 
 

__________ 
 
 Senator Michel called up the following entitled bill: 
 
 H. B. No. 1174: Public adjusters licensure; revise provisions related to. 
 
 
 
 President Hosemann yielded the gavel to President Pro Tempore Kirby, who 
presided over the Senate. 
 
 
 
 Senator McMahan offered the following COMMITTEE AMENDMENT NO. 1. 
 
 Amend by striking all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 
 
 
 SECTION 1.  This act shall be known and may be cited as the "Mississippi Public 
Adjuster Professional Standards Reform  
 
Act." 
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 SECTION 2.  Section 83-17-503, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 83-17-503.  (1)  Except as provided in this section, no person shall act as or hold 
himself out to be * * * an independent or public adjuster in this state unless he is licensed 
therefor by the * * * department as an independent or public adjuster, except that an 
individual, who is undergoing education and training as a public adjuster under the 
direction and supervision of a licensed public adjuster for a period not exceeding twelve 
(12) months may act as a public adjuster without having a public adjuster's license, if at 
the beginning of such training period, the name of such trainee has been registered as 
such with the commissioner. 
 
 (2)  (a)  An individual applying for a resident independent or public adjuster license 
shall make an application to the Commissioner of Insurance on the appropriate uniform 
individual application and in a format prescribed by the commissioner. 
 
  (b)  An applicant under paragraph (a) of this subsection shall declare under 
penalty of suspension, revocation, or refusal of the license that the statements made in 
the application are true, correct, and complete to the best of the individual's knowledge 
and belief. 
 
  (c)  Before approving an application submitted under paragraph (a) of this 
subsection, the commissioner shall find that the individual to be licensed: 
 
   (i)  Is at least eighteen (18) years of age; 
 
   (ii)  Is eligible to designate Mississippi as the individual's home state; 
 
   (iii)  Is trustworthy, reliable, and of good reputation, evidence of which 
shall be determined through an investigation by the commissioner; 
 
   (iv)  Has not committed any act that is a ground for probation, 
suspension, revocation, or refusal of a license as set forth in Section 83-17-519; 
 
   (v)  Has successfully passed the examination for the adjuster license 
and the applicable line of authority for which the individual has applied; and 
 
   (vi)  Is financially responsible to exercise the license. 
 
 (3)  (a)  To demonstrate financial responsibility, a person applying for a public 
adjuster license shall obtain a bond or irrevocable letter of credit prior to issuance of a 
license and shall maintain the bond or letter of credit for the duration of the license with 
the following limits: 
 
   (i)  A surety bond executed and issued by an insurer authorized to 
issue surety bonds in Mississippi, which bond shall: 
 
    1.  Be in the minimum amount of Fifty Thousand Dollars 
($50,000.00); 
 
    2.  Be in favor of the State of Mississippi; 
 
    3.  Specifically authorize recovery of any person in Mississippi 
who sustained damages as the result of the public adjuster's erroneous acts, failure to 
act, conviction of fraud, or conviction for unfair trade practices in his or her  
 
capacity as a public adjuster; and 
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    4.  Not be terminated unless written notice is given to the 
licensee at least thirty (30) days prior to the termination; or 
 
   (ii)  An irrevocable letter of credit issued by a qualified financial 
institution, which letter of credit shall: 
 
    1.  Be in the minimum amount of Fifty Thousand Dollars 
($50,000.00); 
 
    2.  Be subject to lawful levy of execution on behalf of any 
person to whom the public adjuster has been found to be legally liable as the result of 
erroneous acts, failure to act, conviction of fraud, or conviction for unfair practices in his 
or her capacity as a public adjuster; and 
 
    3.  Not be terminated unless written notice is given to the 
licensee at least thirty (30) days prior to the termination. 
 
  (b)  The commissioner may ask for evidence of financial responsibility at any 
time the commissioner deems relevant. 
 
  (c)  If the evidence of financial responsibility terminates or becomes 
impaired, the public adjuster license shall: 
 
   (i)  Automatically terminate; and 
 
   (ii)  Be promptly surrendered to the commissioner without demand. 
 
 (4)  (a)  A business entity applying for a resident independent or public adjuster 
license shall make an application to the commissioner on the appropriate uniform 
business entity application and in a format prescribed by the commissioner. 
 
  (b)  An applicant under paragraph (a) of this subsection shall declare under 
penalty of suspension, revocation, or refusal of the license that the statements made in 
the application  
 
are true, correct, and complete to the best of the business entity's knowledge and belief. 
 
  (c)  Before approving an application submitted under paragraph (a) of this 
subsection, the commissioner shall find that the business entity: 
 
   (i)  Is eligible to designate Mississippi as its home state; 
 
   (ii)  Has designated a licensed independent or public adjuster 
responsible for the business entity's compliance with the insurance laws and regulations 
of Mississippi; and 
 
   (iii)  Has not committed an act that is a ground for probation, 
suspension, revocation, or refusal of an independent or public adjuster's license as set 
forth in Section 83-17-519. 
 
 (5)  For applications made under this section, the commissioner may: 
 
  (a)  Require additional information or submissions from applicants; and 
 
  (b)  Obtain any documents or information reasonably necessary to verify the 
information contained in an application. 
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 (6)  Unless denied licensure pursuant to Section 83-17-519, a person or business 
entity who has met the requirements of subsections (2) through (5) of this section shall be 
issued an independent or public adjuster license. 
 
 (7)  An independent adjuster may qualify for a license in one or more of the following 
lines of authority: 
 
  (a)  Property and casualty; 
 
  (b)  Workers' compensation; or 
 
  (c)  Crop. 
 
 (8)  A public adjuster may qualify for a license in one or more of the following lines 
of authority: 
 
  (a)  Property and casualty; or 
 
  (b)  Crop. 
 
 (9)  Notwithstanding any other provision of this article, a license as an independent 
adjuster shall not be required of the following: 
 
  (a)  An individual who is sent into Mississippi on behalf of an insurer for the 
sole purpose of investigating or making adjustment of a particular loss resulting from a 
catastrophe, or for the adjustment of a series of losses resulting from a catastrophe 
common to all losses; 
 
  (b)  An attorney licensed to practice law in Mississippi, when acting in his or 
her professional capacity as an attorney; 
 
  (c)  A person employed solely to obtain facts surrounding a claim or to furnish 
technical assistance to a licensed independent adjuster; 
 
  (d)  An individual who is employed to investigate suspected fraudulent 
insurance claims, but who does not adjust losses or determine claims payments; 
 
  (e)  A person who: 
 
   (i)  Solely performs executive, administrative, managerial, or clerical 
duties, or any combination thereof; and 
 
   (ii)  Does not investigate, negotiate, or settle claims with 
policyholders, claimants, or their legal representatives; 
 
  (f)  A licensed health care provider or its employee who provides managed 
care services if the services do not include the determination of compensability; 
 
  (g)  A health maintenance organization or any of its employees or an 
employee of any organization providing managed care services if the services do not 
include the determination of compensability; 
 
  (h)  A person who settles only reinsurance or subrogation claims; 
 
  (i)  An officer, director, manager, or employee of an authorized insurer, 
surplus lines insurer, or risk retention group, or an attorney-in-fact of a reciprocal insurer; 
 
  (j)  A United States manager of the United States branch of an alien insurer; 
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  (k)  A person who investigates, negotiates, or settles claims arising under a 
life, accident and health, or disability insurance policy or annuity contract; 
 
  (l)  An individual employee, under a self-insured arrangement, who adjusts 
claims on behalf of the individual's employer; 
 
  (m)  A licensed agent, attorney-in-fact of a reciprocal insurer, or managing 
general agent of the insurer, to whom claim authority has been granted by an insurer; or 
 
  (n)  (i) A person who: 
 
    1.  Is an employee of a licensed independent adjuster, is an 
employee of an affiliate that is a licensed independent adjuster, or is supervised by a 
licensed independent adjuster, if there are no more than twenty-five (25) persons under 
the supervision of one (1) licensed individual independent adjuster or licensed agent who 
is exempt from licensure pursuant to paragraph (m) of this subsection; 
 
    2.  Collects claim information from insureds or claimants; 
 
    3.  Enters data into an automated claims adjudication system; 
and 
 
    4.  Furnishes claim information to insureds or claimants from 
the results of the automated claims adjudication system. 
 
   (ii)  For purposes of this paragraph, "automated claims adjudication 
system" means a preprogrammed computer system designed for the collection, data 
entry, calculation, and system-generated final resolution of consumer electronic products 
insurance claims that complies with claim settlement practices. 
 
 (10)  Notwithstanding any other provision of this article, a license as a public 
adjuster shall not be required of the following: 
 
  (a)  An attorney licensed to practice law in Mississippi, when acting in his or 
her professional capacity as an attorney; 
 
  (b)  A person who negotiates or settles claims arising under a life or health 
insurance policy or an annuity contract; 
 
  (c)  A person employed only for the purpose of obtaining facts surrounding 
a loss or furnishing technical assistance to a licensed public adjuster, including 
photographers, estimators, private investigators, engineers, and handwriting experts; 
 
  (d)  A licensed health care provider or its employee who prepares or files a 
health claim form on behalf of a patient; or 
 
  (e)  An employee or agent of an insurer adjusting claims relating to food 
spoilage with respect to residential property insurance in which the amount of coverage 
for the applicable type of loss is contractually limited to One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) 
or less. 
 
 (11)  For purposes of this section, except as otherwise provided in subsection (13) 
of this section, "home state" means any state or territory of the United States or the District 
of Columbia in which an independent or public adjuster: 
 
  (a)  Maintains his or her principal place of residence or business; and 
 
  (b)  Is licensed to act as a resident independent or public adjuster. 
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 (12)  Temporary registration for emergency independent adjusters shall be issued 
by the commissioner in the event of a catastrophe declared in Mississippi in the following 
manner: 
 
  (a)  An insurer shall notify the commissioner by submitting an application for 
temporary emergency registration of each individual not already licensed in the state 
where the catastrophe has been declared, who will act as an emergency independent 
adjuster on behalf of the insurer; 
 
  (b)  A person who is otherwise qualified to adjust claims, but who is not 
already licensed in the state, may act as an emergency independent adjuster and adjust 
claims if, within five (5) days of deployment to adjust claims arising from the catastrophe, 
the insurer notifies the commissioner by providing the following information, in a format 
prescribed by the commissioner: 
 
   (i)  The name of the individual; 
 
   (ii)  The social security number of the individual; 
 
   (iii)  The name of the insurer that the independent adjuster will 
represent; 
 
   (iv)  The catastrophe or loss control number; 
 
   (v)  The catastrophe event name and date; and 
 
   (vi)  Any other information the commissioner deems necessary; and 
 
  (c)  An emergency independent adjuster's registration shall remain in force 
for a period not to exceed ninety (90) days, unless extended by the commissioner. 
 
 (13)  (a)  As used in this subsection, "home state" has the same meaning as in 
subsection (11) of this section, except that for purposes of this subsection the term 
includes any state or territory of the United States or the District of Columbia in which an 
applicant under this subsection is licensed to act as a resident independent or public 
adjuster if the state or territory of the applicant's principal place of residence does not 
issue an independent or public adjuster license. 
 
  (b)  Unless refused licensure in accordance with Section 83-17-519, a 
nonresident person shall receive a nonresident independent or public adjuster license if: 
 
   (i)  The person is currently licensed in good standing as an 
independent or public adjuster in his, her, or its home state; 
 
   (ii)  The person has submitted the proper request for licensure; 
 
   (iii)  The person has submitted, in a form or format prescribed by the 
commissioner, the uniform individual application; and 
 
   (iv)  The person's designated home state issues nonresident 
independent or public adjuster licenses to persons of Mississippi on the same basis. 
 
  (c)  The commissioner may: 
 
   (i)  Verify an applicant's licensing status through any appropriate 
database, including the database maintained by the National Association of Insurance 
Commissioners, its affiliates, or subsidiaries; or 
 
   (ii)  Request certification of an applicant's good standing. 
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  (d)  As a condition to the continuation of a nonresident adjuster license, the 
licensee shall maintain a resident adjuster license in his, her, or its home state. 
 
  (e)  A nonresident adjuster license issued under this subsection shall 
terminate and be surrendered immediately to the commissioner if the licensee's resident 
adjuster license terminates for any reason, unless: 
 
   (i)  The termination is due to the licensee being issued a new resident 
independent or public adjuster license in his, her, or its new home state; and 
 
   (ii)  The new resident state or territory has reciprocity with Mississippi. 
 
 ( * * *14)  Any person who violates the provisions of this section shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanor and, upon conviction thereof, shall be punished by a fine of not more than 
One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) or by confinement in the county jail for not more than 
one (1) year, or by both such fine and confinement. 
 
 SECTION 3.  (1)  (a)  Except as provided in paragraph (b) of this subsection, a 
public adjuster shall not provide services to an insured until a written contract with the 
insured has been executed on a form that has been pre-filed with and approved by the 
commissioner. 
 
  (b)  The commissioner may approve a form that allows a public adjuster to 
be compensated for services provided to an insured prior to the execution of a written 
contract in emergency circumstances. 
 
  (c)  A contract between a public adjuster and an insured in violation of 
paragraph (a) of this subsection shall not be enforceable in this state. 
 
  (d)  A form pre-filed with the commissioner by a public adjuster for approval 
under paragraph (a) of this subsection shall be subject to disapproval by the commissioner 
at any time if the form is found to: 
 
   (i)  Violate any provision of this chapter; 
 
   (ii)  Contain or incorporate by reference any inconsistent, ambiguous, 
or misleading clauses; or 
 
   (iii)  Contain any title, heading, or other indication of its provisions 
which is: 
 
    1.  Misleading; or 
 
    2.  Printed in a size of typeface or manner of reproduction so 
as to be substantially illegible. 
 
  (e)  A contract between a public adjuster and an insured that was executed 
on a form that was pre-filed with and approved by the commissioner under paragraph (a) 
of this subsection prior to a disapproval of the form under paragraph (d) of this subsection 
shall be enforceable to the extent allowed by: 
 
   (i)  Ordinary principles of contract; and 
 
   (ii)  Any applicable state or federal laws implicated by the contract. 
 
 (2)  A public adjuster shall ensure that all contracts between the public adjuster and 
the insured for services are in writing and contain the following terms: 
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  (a)  The legible full name of the adjuster signing the contract, as specified in 
the department's licensing records; 
 
  (b)  The adjuster's permanent home state business address and phone 
number; 
 
  (c)  The license number issued to the adjuster by the department; 
 
  (d)  A title of "Public Adjuster Contract"; 
 
  (e)  The insured's full name, street address, insurer name, and policy 
number, if known or upon notification; 
 
  (f)  A description of the loss or damage and its location, if applicable; 
 
  (g)  A description of services to be provided to the insured; 
 
  (h)  The signatures of the adjuster and the insured; 
 
  (i)  The date the contract was signed by: 
 
   (i)  The adjuster; and 
 
   (ii)  The insured; 
 
  (j)  Attestation language stating that the adjuster has a letter of credit or a 
surety bond as required by Section 2 of this act; 
 
  (k)  The full salary, fee, commission, compensation, or other consideration 
the adjuster is to receive for services, including, but not limited to: 
 
   (i)  If the compensation is based on a percentage of the insurance 
settlement, the exact percentage, which shall be in accordance with Section 6 of this act; 
however, no public adjuster shall be entitled to any payment, commission, fee or other 
thing of value of any insurance settlement or agreed settlement that was made between 
the insured and the insurance company before the public adjuster and the insured entered 
into a contract for services; 
 
   (ii)  The initial expenses to be reimbursed to the adjuster from the 
proceeds of the claim payment, specified by type, with dollar estimates; and 
 
   (iii)  Any additional expenses, if first approved by the insured; 
 
  (l)  A statement that the adjuster shall not give legal advice or act on behalf 
of or aid any person in negotiating or settling a claim relating to bodily injury, death, or 
noneconomic damages; 
 
  (m)  The process for rescinding the contract, including the date by which 
rescission of the contract by the adjuster or the insured may occur; 
 
  (n)  A statement that clearly states in substance the following:  "Complaints 
regarding this contract or regarding the public adjuster may be filed with the consumer 
protection division of the Department of Insurance"; and 
 
  (o)  No public adjuster may require that an insured authorize an insurer to 
issue a check only in the name of the public adjuster. 
 
 (3)  (a)  Compensation provisions in a contract between a public adjuster and an 
insured shall not be redacted in any copy of the contract provided to the commissioner. 
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  (b)  A redaction prohibited under paragraph (a) of this subsection shall 
constitute an omission of material fact. 
 
 (4)  A contract between a public adjuster and an insured shall not contain any 
contract term that: 
 
  (a)  Allows the adjuster's percentage fee to be collected when money is due 
from an insurer, but not paid; 
 
  (b)  Allows the adjuster to collect the entire fee from the first check issued 
by an insurer, rather than as a percentage of each check issued by an insurer; 
 
  (c)  Requires an insured to authorize an insurer to issue a check only in the 
name of the adjuster; 
 
  (d)  Imposes collection costs or late fees; 
 
  (e)  Allows the adjuster's rate of compensation to be increased based on the 
fact that a claim is litigated; or 
 
  (f)  Precludes the adjuster from pursuing civil remedies. 
 
 (5)  Prior to the signing of a contract with an insured, a public adjuster shall provide 
the insured with a separate disclosure document regarding the claim process that states 
the following: 
 
 "Property insurance policies obligate the insured to present a claim to his or her 
insurance company for consideration.  Two (2) types of adjusters may be involved in the 
claim process as follows: 
 
    1.  "Independent adjuster" means an insurance adjuster who 
is hired on a contract basis by an insurance company to represent the insurance 
company's interest in the settlement of the claims and who is paid by the insurance 
company.  An independent adjuster shall not charge a fee to the insured; and 
 
    2.  "Public adjuster" means an insurance adjuster who does 
not work for any insurance company.  A public adjuster works for the insured to assist in 
the preparation, presentation, and settlement of the claim, and the insured hires a public 
adjuster by signing a contract agreeing to pay him or her a fee or commission based on a 
percentage of the settlement or another method of payment.  The insured is not required 
to hire a public adjuster to help the insured meet his or her obligations under the policy, 
but has the right to hire a public adjuster.  The insured has the right to initiate direct 
communications with the insured's attorney, the insurer, the insurer's adjuster, the 
insurer's attorney, and any other person regarding the settlement of the insured's claim.  
The public adjuster shall not be a representative or employee of the insurer.  The salary, 
fee, commission, or other consideration paid to the public adjuster is the obligation of the 
insured, not the insurer." 
 
 (6)  (a)  A contract between a public adjuster and an insured shall be executed in 
duplicate to provide an original contract to: 
 
   (i)  The public adjuster; and 
 
   (ii)  The insured. 
 
  (b)  A public adjuster's original contract shall be available at all times for 
inspection by the commissioner without notice. 
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 (7)  Within seventy-two (72) hours of entering into a contract with an insured, a 
public adjuster shall provide the insurer: 
 
  (a)  A notification letter that: 
 
   (i)  Has been signed by the insured; and 
 
   (ii)  Authorizes the public adjuster to represent the insured's interest; 
and 
 
  (b)  A copy of the contract. 
 
 (8)  (a)  The insured shall have the right to rescind a contract with a public adjuster 
within five (5) business days after the date the contract was signed. 
 
  (b)  A rescission of a public adjuster contract shall be: 
 
   (i)  In writing; 
 
   (ii)  Mailed or delivered to the public adjuster at the address in the 
contract; and 
 
   (iii)  Postmarked or received within the five (5) business day period. 
 
 (9)  If an insured exercises the right to rescind a contract under subsection (8) of 
this section, anything of value given by the insured under the contract to the public adjuster 
shall be returned to the insured within fifteen (15) business days following receipt by the 
public adjuster of the rescission notice. 
 
 SECTION 4.  (1)  A public adjuster shall give an insured written notice of the 
insured's rights under this section and Sections 2 and 3 of this act. 
 
 (2)  A public adjuster shall ensure that: 
 
  (a)  Prompt notice of a claim is provided to the insurer; 
 
  (b)  The property that is subject to a claim is available for inspection of the 
loss or damage by the insurer; and 
 
  (c)  The insurer is given the opportunity to interview the insured directly about 
the loss or damage and claim. 
 
 (3)  A public adjuster shall not restrict or prevent an insurer or its adjuster, or an 
attorney, investigator, or other person acting on behalf of the insurer, from: 
 
  (a)  Having reasonable access, at reasonable times, to: 
 
   (i)  The insured or claimant; or 
 
   (ii)  The insured property that is the subject of a claim; 
 
  (b)  Obtaining necessary information to investigate and respond to a claim; 
or 
 
  (c)  Corresponding directly with the insured regarding the claim, except a 
public adjuster shall be copied on any correspondence with the insured relating to the 
claim. 
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 (4)  (a)  A public adjuster shall not act or fail to reasonably act in any manner that 
obstructs or prevents the insurer or its adjuster from timely conducting an inspection of 
any part of the insured property for which there is a claim for loss or damage. 
 
  (b)  Except as provided in paragraph (c) of this subsection, a public adjuster 
representing an insured may be present for the insurer's inspection. 
 
  (c)  If the unavailability of a public adjuster, after a reasonable request by 
the insurer, otherwise delays the insurer's timely inspection of the property, the insured 
shall allow the insurer to have access to the property without the participation or presence 
of the public adjuster in order to facilitate the insurer's prompt inspection of the loss or 
damage. 
 
 (5)  A public adjuster shall provide the insured, the insurer, and the commissioner 
with a written disclosure concerning any direct or indirect financial interest that the adjuster 
has with any other party who is involved in any aspect of the claim. 
 
 (6)  A public adjuster shall not: 
 
  (a)  Participate, directly or indirectly, in the reconstruction, repair, or 
restoration of damaged property that is the subject of a claim adjusted by the adjuster; 
 
  (b)  Engage in any activities that may be reasonably construed as a conflict 
of interest, including, directly or indirectly, soliciting or accepting any remuneration of any 
kind or nature; 
 
  (c)  Have a financial interest in any salvage, repair, or any other business 
entity that obtains business in connection with any claim that the public adjuster has a 
contract to adjust; or 
 
  (d)  (i)  Use claim information obtained in the course of any claim 
investigation for commercial purposes. 
 
   (ii)  As used in subparagraph (i) of this paragraph, "commercial 
purposes" includes marketing or advertising used for the benefit of the public adjuster. 
 
  (e)  File a complaint with the commissioner on behalf of an insured alleging 
an unfair claim settlement practice unless the insured has given written consent for the 
public adjuster to file the complaint on the insured's behalf. 
 
 SECTION 5.  (1)  All funds received or held by a public adjuster on behalf of an 
insured toward the settlement of a claim shall be: 
 
  (a)  Handled in a fiduciary capacity; and 
 
  (b)  Deposited into one or more separate noninterest-bearing fiduciary trust 
accounts in a financial institution licensed to do business in this state no later than the 
close of the second business day from the receipt of the funds. 
 
 (2)  The funds referenced in subsection (1) of this section shall: 
 
  (a)  Be held separately from any personal or nonbusiness funds; 
 
  (b)  Not be commingled or combined with other funds; 
 
  (c)  Be reasonably ascertainable from the books of accounts and records of 
the public adjuster; and 
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  (d)  Be disbursed within thirty (30) calendar days of any invoice received by 
the public adjuster upon approval of the insured or the claimant that the work has been 
satisfactorily completed. 
 
 (3)  A public adjuster shall maintain an accurate record and itemization of any funds 
deposited into an account under subsection (1) of this section. 
 
 SECTION 6.  (1)  Except as provided in subsection (2) of this section: 
 
  (a)  Any fee charged to an insured by a public adjuster shall be: 
 
   (i)  Based only on the amount of the insurance settlement proceeds 
actually received by the insured; 
 
   (ii)  If an insurance company extends a written settlement offer to the 
insured before the insured enters into a contract with a public adjuster for services, then 
a public adjuster may only be entitled to an amount that is no more than ten percent (10%) 
of the settlement amount that is in excess of the amount that was offered in writing to the 
insured prior to entering into the contract with the public adjuster; and 
 
   (iii)  Collected by the public adjuster after the insured has received 
the insurance settlement proceeds from the insurer; 
 
  (b)  A public adjuster may receive a commission for services provided under 
this subtitle consisting of: 
 
   (i)  An hourly fee; 
 
   (ii)  A flat rate; 
 
   (iii)  A percentage of the total amount paid by the insurer to resolve a 
claim; or 
 
   (iv)  Another method of compensation; and 
 
  (c)  A public adjuster: 
 
   (i)  Shall not charge an unreasonable fee; and 
 
   (ii)  May charge a reasonable fee that does not exceed: 
 
    1.  For noncatastrophic claims, ten percent (10%) of the total 
insurance recovery of the insured; and 
 
    2.  For catastrophic claims, ten percent (10%) of the total 
insurance recovery of the insured. 
 
 (2)  If an insurer, not later than seventy-two (72) hours after the date on which a 
loss or damage is reported to the insurer, either pays or commits in writing to pay the 
policy limit of the insurance policy to the insured, a public adjuster shall: 
 
  (a)  Not receive a commission consisting of a percentage of the total amount 
paid by the insurer to resolve a claim; 
 
  (b)  Inform the insured that the claim settlement amount may not be 
increased by the insurer; and 
 
  (c)  Be entitled only to reasonable compensation from the insured for 
services provided by the adjuster on behalf of the insured, based on the time spent on the 
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claim and expenses incurred by the adjuster prior to when the claim was paid or the 
insured received a written commitment to pay from the insurer. 
 
 SECTION 7.  (1)  The commissioner may place on probation, suspend, or may 
impose conditions upon the continuance of a license for not more than twenty-four (24) 
months, revoke, or refuse to issue or renew any license issued under this act, or may levy 
a civil penalty in accordance with Section 83-17-519, or any combination of actions for 
any one or more of the following causes: 
 
  (a)  Providing incorrect, misleading, incomplete, or materially untrue 
information in a license application; 
 
  (b)  Violating any insurance laws, or violating any administrative regulations, 
subpoena, or order of the commissioner or of another state's insurance commissioner; 
 
  (c)  Obtaining or attempting to obtain a license through misrepresentation or 
fraud; 
 
  (d)  Improperly withholding, misappropriating, or converting any monies or 
properties received in the course of doing insurance or the business of life settlements; 
 
  (e)  Intentionally misrepresenting the terms of an actual or proposed 
insurance contract, life settlement contract, or application for insurance; 
 
  (f)  Having been convicted of or having pled guilty or nolo contendere to any 
felony; 
 
  (g)  Having admitted or been found to have committed any unfair insurance 
trade practice, insurance fraud, or fraudulent life settlement act; 
 
  (h)  Using fraudulent, coercive, or dishonest practices; or demonstrating 
incompetence, untrustworthiness, or financial irresponsibility; or being a source of injury 
or loss to the public in the conduct of business in this state or elsewhere; 
 
  (i)  Having an insurance license, life settlement license, or its equivalent, 
denied, suspended, or revoked in any other state, province, district, or territory; 
 
  (j)  Surrendering or otherwise terminating any license issued by this state or 
by any other jurisdiction, under threat of disciplinary action, denial, or refusal of the 
issuance of or renewal of any other license issued by this state or by any other jurisdiction; 
or revocation or suspension of any other license held by the licensee issued by this state 
or by any other jurisdiction; 
 
  (k)  Forging another's name to an application for insurance, to any other 
document related to an insurance transaction, or to any document related to the business 
of life settlements; 
 
  (l)  Cheating, including improperly using notes or any other reference 
material to complete an examination for license; 
 
  (m)  Knowingly accepting insurance from an individual or business entity 
who is not licensed, but who is required to be licensed under this subtitle; 
 
  (n)  Failing to comply with an administrative or court order imposing a child 
support obligation; 
 
  (o)  Failing to pay state income tax or to comply with any administrative or 
court order directing payment of state income tax; 
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  (p)  Having been convicted of a misdemeanor for which restitution is ordered 
in excess of Three Hundred Dollars ($300.00), or of any misdemeanor involving 
dishonesty, breach of trust, or moral turpitude; 
 
  (q)  Failing to no longer meet the requirements for initial licensure; or 
 
  (r)  Any other cause for which issuance of the license could have been 
refused, had it then existed and been known to the commissioner. 
 
 (2)  (a)  For any public adjuster or apprentice adjuster supervised by a public 
adjuster as provided in Section 83-17-503, the commissioner may deny, suspend, or 
revoke the adjuster's license or impose a fine not to exceed Five Thousand Dollars 
($5,000.00) per act against the adjuster, or both, for any of the following causes: 
 
   (i)  Violating any provision of this chapter; 
 
   (ii)  Violating any administrative regulation or order of the 
commissioner; 
 
   (iii)  Receiving payment or anything of value as a result of an unfair 
or deceptive practice; 
 
   (iv)  Receiving or accepting any fee, kickback, or other thing of value 
pursuant to any agreement or understanding, oral or otherwise, from anyone other than 
an insured; 
 
   (v)  Entering into a split-fee arrangement with another person who is 
not a public adjuster; or 
 
   (vi)  Being otherwise paid or accepting payment for public adjuster 
services that have not been performed. 
 
  (b)  The sanctions and penalties under this subsection shall be in addition 
to any other remedies, penalties, or sanctions available to the commissioner against a 
public adjuster or an apprentice adjuster supervised by a public adjuster under Section 
83-17-519, under this section, or under any other law. 
 
 (3)  The license of a business entity may be suspended, revoked, or refused for 
any cause relating to an individual designated in or registered under the license if the 
commissioner finds that: 
 
  (a)  An individual licensee's violation was known or should have been known 
by one or more of the partners, officers, or managers acting on behalf of the business 
entity; and 
 
  (b)  The violation was not reported to the department nor corrective action 
taken. 
 
 (4)  The applicant or licensee may make written request for a hearing in accordance 
with Section 83-17-519. 
 
 (5)  The commissioner shall retain the authority to enforce the provisions and 
penalties of this chapter against any individual or business entity who is under 
investigation for or charged with a violation of this chapter, even if the individual's or 
business entity's license has been surrendered or has lapsed by operation of law. 
 
 (6)  The sanctions and penalties applicable to licenses and licensees under 
subsection (1) of this section shall also be applicable to registrations and registrants. 
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 SECTION 8.  Pursuant to Section 83-17-527, the commissioner may promulgate 
administrative regulations necessary for or as an aid to the effectuation of any provision 
of this act. 
 
 SECTION 9.  Section 83-17-505, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 83-17-505. * * *  [Deleted] 
 
 SECTION 10.  Section 83-17-507, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as 
follows: 
 
 83-17-507. * * *  [Deleted] 
 
 SECTION 11.  Section 83-17-511, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as 
follows: 
 
 83-17-511. * * *  [Deleted] 
 
 SECTION 12.  Section 83-17-501, Mississippi Code of 1972, is brought forward as 
follows: 
 
 83-17-501.  As used in this article, unless the context otherwise requires: 
 
  (a)  "Certified" means, except as used in Section 83-17-519(2), written 
representations addressed to the commissioner concerning the integrity, competence and 
qualifications of a person, in form and content satisfactory to the commissioner, or 
concerning other matters as the commissioner may by regulation hereafter prescribe. 
 
  (b)  "Commissioner" means the Commissioner of Insurance. 
 
  (c)  "Department" means the Mississippi Insurance Department. 
 
  (d)  "Insurer" means any insurance company or self-insured person or entity. 
 
  (e)  "Public adjuster" means any person who, for compensation or any other 
thing of value on behalf of the insured and subject to the prohibition provided in Section 
73-3-55: 
 
   (i)  Acts or aids, solely in relation to first party claims arising under 
insurance contracts that insure the real or personal property of the insured, on behalf of 
an insured in negotiating for, or effecting the settlement of, a claim for loss or damage 
covered by an insurance contract; 
 
   (ii)  Advertises for employment as a public adjuster of insurance 
claims or solicits business or represents himself or herself to the public as a public adjuster 
of first party insurance claims for losses or damages arising out of policies of insurance 
that insure real or personal property; or 
 
   (iii)  Directly or indirectly solicits business, investigates or adjusts 
losses, or advises an insured about first party claims for losses or damages arising out of 
policies of insurance that insure real or personal property for another person engaged in 
the business of adjusting losses or damages covered by an insurance policy, for the 
insured.   
 
 A public adjuster shall not include an attorney at law who does not advertise or 
represent that he is a public adjuster. 
 
 SECTION 13.  Section 83-17-509, Mississippi Code of 1972, is brought forward as 
follows: 
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 83-17-509.  In the event of a catastrophe or emergency which arises out of a 
disaster, act of God, riot, civil commotion, conflagration or other similar occurrence, the 
commissioner, upon application, may issue an emergency license to persons who are 
residents or nonresidents of this state and who may or may not be otherwise licensed 
public adjusters.  Such emergency license shall remain in force for a period not to exceed 
ninety (90) days, unless extended for an additional period of ninety (90) days by the 
commissioner.  The applicant must be certified by (a) a person licensed under the 
provisions of this article, or by (b) such other person as may be approved by the 
commissioner.  The licensed public adjuster or other person who certifies the applicant 
under the provisions of this section shall be responsible for the loss or claims practices of 
the emergency license holder. 
 
 Within five (5) days of any applicant beginning work as a public adjuster under this 
section, the application and certification provided for in the preceding paragraph shall be 
provided to the commissioner without such public adjuster being deemed in violation of 
this article, provided that the commissioner, after notice and hearing, may revoke the 
emergency license upon the grounds as otherwise contained in this article providing for 
revocation of a public adjuster's license. 
 
 The fee for an emergency license shall be in an amount not to exceed Fifty Dollars 
($50.00) as determined by the commissioner and shall be due and payable within thirty 
(30) days of the issuance of such emergency license. 
 
 SECTION 14.  Section 83-17-513, Mississippi Code of 1972, is brought forward as 
follows: 
 
 83-17-513.  The commissioner shall adopt a procedure for certifying continuing 
education programs for public adjusters.  Every individual seeking renewal of a public 
adjuster license, which has been in effect for a term of eighteen (18) months or less shall 
satisfactorily complete twelve (12) hours of study in approved continuing education 
courses.  Every individual seeking renewal of a public adjuster license, which has been in 
effect for a term of more than eighteen (18) months shall satisfactorily complete 
twenty-four (24) hours of study in approved continuing education courses of which three 
(3) hours shall have a course concentration in ethics. 
 
 SECTION 15.  Section 83-17-515, Mississippi Code of 1972, is brought forward as 
follows: 
 
 83-17-515.  (1)  Each applicant for a license as a public adjuster, before the 
issuance of such license, shall personally take and pass, to the satisfaction of the 
commissioner, an examination as a test of his qualifications and competency; but the 
requirement of an examination shall not apply to any of the following: 
 
  (a)  An applicant for the renewal of a license issued hereunder; 
 
  (b)  An applicant who is licensed as a public adjuster, as defined by this 
article, in another state with which state a reciprocal agreement has been entered into by 
the commissioner; or 
 
  (c)  Any person who has completed a course or training program in adjusting 
for losses as prescribed and approved by the commissioner and is certified to the 
commissioner upon completion of the course that such person has completed the course 
or training program, and has passed an examination testing his knowledge and 
qualification, as prescribed by the commissioner. 
 
 (2)  Each examination for a license as a public adjuster shall be as the 
commissioner may prescribe and shall be of sufficient scope reasonably to test the 
applicant's knowledge relative to the kinds of insurance which may be dealt with under 
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the license applied for and the duties, responsibilities and laws of this state applicable to 
such a licensee. 
 
 (3)  The commissioner shall prepare and make available to applicants a manual or 
instructions specifying in general terms the subjects which may be covered in any 
examination for such a license. 
 
 SECTION 16.  Section 83-17-517, Mississippi Code of 1972, is brought forward as 
follows: 
 
 83-17-517.  (1)  The privilege license of an individual to act as a public adjuster 
shall continue from the date of issuance for original licenses or from the expiration date 
for existing licenses until the last day of the month of the licensee's birthday in the second 
year following issuance or renewal of the license, with a minimum term of thirteen (13) 
months.  The privilege license of a business entity to act as a public adjuster shall continue 
from the date of issuance until May 31 in the second year following issuance or renewal 
of the license, with a minimum term of thirteen (13) months. 
 
 (2)  Each public adjuster shall file an application for renewal of license on the form 
and in the manner prescribed by the commissioner for such purpose.  Upon the filing of 
such application for renewal of license and the payment of the required fees, prior to the 
expiration date, the current license shall continue to be in force until the renewal license 
is issued by the commissioner or until the commissioner has refused for cause to issue 
such renewal license, as provided in this article, and has given notice of such refusal in 
writing to the public adjuster. 
 
 SECTION 17.  Section 83-17-519, Mississippi Code of 1972, is brought forward as 
follows: 
 
 83-17-519.  (1)  A license may be refused, or a license duly issued may be 
suspended or revoked or the renewal thereof refused by the commissioner, or the 
commissioner may levy a civil penalty in an amount not to exceed Five Thousand Dollars 
($5,000.00) per violation, or both, and any such penalty shall be deposited into the special 
fund of the State Treasury designated as the "Insurance Department Fund", if, after notice 
and hearing as hereinafter provided, he finds that the applicant for, or holder of, such 
license: 
 
  (a)  Has intentionally made a material misstatement in the application for 
such license; or 
 
  (b)  Has obtained, or attempted to obtain, such license by fraud or 
misrepresentation; or 
 
  (c)  Has misappropriated or converted to his own use or illegally withheld 
money belonging to another person or entity; or  
 
  (d)  Has otherwise demonstrated lack of trustworthiness or competence to 
act as a public adjuster; or 
 
  (e)  Has been guilty of fraudulent or dishonest practices or has been 
convicted of a felony; or 
 
  (f)  Has materially misrepresented the terms and conditions of insurance 
policies or contracts or failed to identify himself as a public adjuster; or 
 
  (g)  Has obtained or attempted to obtain such license for a purpose other 
than holding himself out to the general public as a public adjuster; or 
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  (h)  Has violated any insurance laws, or any regulation, subpoena or order 
of the commissioner or of another state's commissioner of insurance. 
 
 (2)  Before any license shall be refused (except for failure to pass a required written 
examination) or suspended or revoked or the renewal thereof refused hereunder, the 
commissioner shall give notice of his intention so to do, by certified mail, return receipt 
requested, to the applicant for or holder of such license, and shall set a date not less than 
twenty (20) days from the date of mailing such notice when the applicant or licensee may 
appear to be heard and produce evidence in opposition to such refusal, suspension or 
revocation.  Such notice shall constitute automatic suspension of license if the person 
involved is a licensed public adjuster.  In the conduct of such hearing, the commissioner 
or any regular salaried employee of the department specially designated by him for such 
purpose shall have the power to administer oaths, to require the appearance of and 
examine any person under oath, and to require the production of books, records or papers 
relevant to the inquiry upon his own initiative or upon the request of the applicant or 
licensee.  Upon the termination of such hearing, findings shall be reduced to writing and, 
upon approval by the commissioner, shall be filed in his office; and notice of the findings 
shall be sent by certified mail, return receipt requested, to the applicant or licensee.  
 
 (3)  Where the grounds set out in subsection (1)(c) or (1)(f) of this section are the 
grounds for any hearing, the commissioner may, in his discretion in lieu of the hearing 
provided for in subsection (2) of this section, file a petition requesting the court to suspend 
or revoke any license authorized hereunder in a court of competent jurisdiction of the 
county or district in which the alleged offense occurred.  In such cases, subpoenas may 
be issued for witnesses, and mileage and witness fees paid as in other cases.  All costs 
of such cause shall be paid by the defendant, if the finding of the court be against him. 
 
 (4)  No licensee whose license has been revoked hereunder shall be entitled to file 
another application for a license as a public adjuster within one (1) year from the effective 
date of such revocation or, if judicial review of such revocation is sought, within one (1) 
year from the date of final court order or decree affirming such revocation.  An application 
filed after such one-year period shall be refused by the commissioner unless the applicant 
shows good cause why the revocation of his license shall not be deemed a bar to the 
issuance of a new license. 
 
 (5)  From and after July 1, 2016, the expenses of this agency shall be defrayed by 
appropriation from the State General Fund and all user charges and fees authorized under 
this section shall be deposited into the State General Fund as authorized by law. 
 
 (6)  From and after July 1, 2016, no state agency shall charge another state agency 
a fee, assessment, rent or other charge for services or resources received by authority of 
this section. 
 
 SECTION 18.  Section 83-17-521, Mississippi Code of 1972, is brought forward as 
follows: 
 
 83-17-521.  Any person aggrieved by any action or decision of the commissioner 
under the provisions of this article may appeal therefrom to the Circuit Court of the First 
Judicial District of Hinds County in the manner provided by law.  The circuit court shall 
have the authority and jurisdiction to hear the appeal and render its decision in regard 
thereto in termtime or vacation. 
 
 SECTION 19.  Section 83-17-523, Mississippi Code of 1972, is brought forward as 
follows: 
 
 83-17-523.  (1)  Public adjusters shall ensure that all contracts for their services 
are in writing, signed by the insured and the public adjuster who solicited the contract, and 
a copy of the contract shall be provided to the insured upon execution.  All such contracts 
shall be subject to the following provisions: 
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  (a)  No public adjuster shall charge, agree to, or accept as compensation 
any payment, commission, fee or other thing of value equal to more than ten percent 
(10%) of any insurance settlement or the proceeds of any claim investigated.  
 
  (b)  No public adjuster shall require, demand or accept any fee, retainer, 
compensation, deposit or other thing of value, prior to partial or full settlement of a claim. 
 
  (c)  Any costs to be reimbursed to a public adjuster out of the proceeds of a 
settlement shall be specified by kind and estimated amounts. 
 
  (d)  A public adjuster's contract with the insured shall be revocable or 
cancelable by the insured without cause and without penalty or obligation for at least five 
(5) business days after the contract is executed by the insured.  Nothing in this provision 
shall be construed to prevent an insured from pursuing any civil legal remedy to revoke 
or cancel the contract after the expiration of such cancellation period. 
 
  (e)  No public adjuster may require that an insured authorize an insurer to 
issue a check only in the name of the public adjuster. 
 
  (f)  No public adjuster shall be entitled to any payment, commission, fee or 
other thing of value of any insurance settlement or agreed settlement that was made 
between the insured and the insurance company before the public adjuster and the 
insured entered into a contract for services. 
 
  (g)  If an insurance company extends a written settlement offer to the insured 
before the insured enters into a contract with a public adjuster for services, then a public 
adjuster may only be entitled to an amount that is no more than ten percent (10%) of the 
settlement amount that is in excess of the amount that was offered in writing to the insured 
prior to entering into the contract with the public adjuster. 
 
 (2)  Public adjusters shall adhere to the following ethical requirements: 
 
  (a)  No public adjuster shall undertake the adjustment of any claim for which 
the public adjuster is not currently competent and knowledgeable as to the terms and 
conditions of the insurance coverage, or which otherwise exceeds the public adjuster's 
current expertise. 
 
  (b)  No public adjuster shall, as a public adjuster, represent any person or 
entity whose claim the public adjuster has previously adjusted while acting as an 
independent adjuster representing any insurer, either directly or through an independent 
adjusting firm retained by the insurer. 
 
  (c)  A public adjuster shall not knowingly make any oral or written material 
misrepresentations or statements to any insured or potential insured which are false and 
intended to injure any person engaged in the business of insurance. 
 
  (d)  No public adjuster shall knowingly enter into a contract to adjust a 
residential property claim subsequent to a declaration of total loss by an insurer, unless 
the services to be provided by the public adjuster can reasonably be expected to result in 
the insured obtaining an insurance settlement, net of the public adjuster's compensation, 
in excess of the amount the insured would have obtained without the services of the public 
adjuster. 
 
  (e)  A public adjuster shall advise each insured that the insured has the right 
to retain an attorney at law of his choice throughout the public adjuster's investigation and 
adjustment of the claim. 
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  (f)  If the claim is not settled by the public adjuster, the public adjuster shall 
advise the insured that the insured has the right to retain an attorney at law of his choice. 
 
  (g)  No public adjuster shall contract for, agree to, or receive anything of 
value from any attorney at law or other person acting in concert with any attorney at law 
(i) for referring claims to the attorney, or (ii) in connection with any claim for which the 
public adjuster has performed or intends to perform services. 
 
  (h)  No public adjuster shall split any attorney's fee with any attorney at law. 
 
  (i)  A public adjuster shall not testify as an expert witness in any judicial or 
administrative proceeding while maintaining a pecuniary interest in the outcome of the 
proceeding, as otherwise permitted by Section 83-17-523(1)(a); provided, however, that 
a public adjuster may testify as an expert witness if pursuant to the terms of his contract 
his compensation is converted to a specified hourly rate, which rate (i) is subject to such 
limitations as may be prescribed by the commissioner, and (ii) is not subject to any 
contingencies.  In the event of a conversion of the public adjuster's contract to an hourly 
rate agreement, the prior fee arrangement shall be inadmissible at trial.   
 
  (j)  A public adjuster shall not participate, directly or indirectly, in the 
reconstruction, repair or restoration of damaged property that is the subject of a claim 
adjusted by the adjuster. 
 
  (k)  A public adjuster shall not engage in any activities that may be 
reasonably construed as a conflict of interest, including, directly or indirectly, soliciting or 
accepting any remuneration of any kind or nature. 
 
  (l)  A public adjuster shall not have a financial interest in any salvage, repair 
or any other business entity that obtains business in connection with any claim that the 
public adjuster has a contract to adjust. 
 
 SECTION 20.  Section 83-17-525, Mississippi Code of 1972, is brought forward as 
follows: 
 
 83-17-525.  This article shall not be construed as entitling a person who is not 
licensed by the Mississippi Supreme Court to practice law in this state. 
 
 SECTION 21.  Section 83-17-527, Mississippi Code of 1972, is brought forward as 
follows: 
 
 83-17-527.  This article is declared to be cumulative and supplemental to all other 
valid statutes relating to insurance agents, solicitors, adjusters and public adjusters.  The 
Commissioner of Insurance is directed and authorized to make such reasonable rules and 
regulations as may be necessary for the administration of this article, including, but not 
limited to, rules and regulations (a) establishing procedures for the filing and approval of 
contracts to be used by public adjusters and/or prescribing one or more model contracts 
for use by public adjusters, (b) regulating solicitations by public adjusters, and (c) 
establishing bonding and/or errors and omissions insurance requirements for public 
adjusters. 
 
 SECTION 22.  Section 83-17-401, Mississippi Code of 1972, is brought forward as 
follows: 
 
 83-17-401.  As used in this article, unless the context otherwise requires:  
 
  (a)  "Adjuster" means any person who, as an independent contractor, or as 
an employee of an independent contractor, adjustment bureau, association, insurance 
company or corporation, managing general agent or self-insured, investigates or adjusts 
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losses on behalf of either an insurer or a self-insured, or any person who supervises the 
handling of claims.  "Adjuster" shall not include: 
 
   (i)  An attorney-at-law who adjusts insurance losses from time to time 
and incidental to the practice of law, and who does not advertise or represent that he is 
an adjuster; 
 
   (ii)  A salaried employee of an insurer who is regularly engaged in the 
adjustment, investigation or supervision of insurance claims; 
 
   (iii)  Persons employed only for the purpose of furnishing technical 
assistance to a licensed adjuster, including, but not limited to, photographers, estimators, 
private detectives, engineers, handwriting experts and attorneys-at-law; 
 
   (iv)  A licensed agent or general agent of an authorized insurer who 
processes undisputed or uncontested losses, or both, for such insurer under policies 
issued by the licensed agent or general agent; 
 
   (v)  A person who performs clerical duties with no negotiations with 
the parties on disputed or contested claims, or both;  
 
   (vi)  Any person who handles claims arising under life, accident and 
health insurance policies; 
 
   (vii)  Any person who is a multiperil crop insurance adjuster; or 
 
   (viii)  Any person who collects claim information from, or furnishes 
claim information to, insureds or claimants, and who performs data entry including 
entering data into an automated claims adjudication system, if the person is an employee 
of a licensed independent adjuster or its affiliate where no more than twenty-five (25) such 
persons are under the supervision of one (1) licensed independent adjuster or licensed 
agent.  A licensed agent who is acting as a supervisor and adjusting portable electronics 
insurance claims in accordance with this subparagraph does not need to be licensed as 
an adjuster. 
 
  (b)  "Insurer" means any insurance company or self-insured. 
 
  (c)  "Commissioner" means the Commissioner of Insurance. 
 
  (d)  "Automated claims adjudication system" means a preprogrammed 
computer system designed for the collection, data entry, calculation and final resolution of 
portable electronics insurance claims which: 
 
   (i)  May only be utilized by a licensed independent adjuster, licensed 
agent or supervised persons operating in accordance with paragraph (a)(viii) of this 
section; and 
 
   (ii)  Must comply with all claims payment requirements of the 
insurance code; and must be certified as compliant with this section by a licensed 
independent adjuster that is an officer of a licensed business entity under this chapter. 
 
  (e)  "Workers' compensation adjuster" means an adjuster whose scope of 
licensure is limited to workers' compensation insurance.  A workers' compensation 
adjuster may not represent an insured individual.  A workers' compensation adjuster must 
comply with all licensing and continuing education requirements as are prescribed by the 
commissioner pursuant to this article. 
 
 SECTION 23.  Section 83-17-403, Mississippi Code of 1972, is brought forward as 
follows: 
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 83-17-403.  (1)  No person shall act as or hold himself out to be an adjuster in this 
state unless he is licensed therefor by the Commissioner of Insurance in this state, except 
that an individual, who is undergoing education and training as an adjuster under the 
direction and supervision of a licensed adjuster for a period not exceeding twelve (12) 
months may act as an adjuster without having an adjuster's license, if at the beginning of 
such training period, the name of such trainee has been registered as such with the 
commissioner. 
 
 (2)  Any person who violates the provisions of this section shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanor and, upon conviction thereof, shall be punished by a fine of not more than 
Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250.00) or by confinement in the county jail for not more than 
six (6) months, or by both such fine and confinement. 
 
 SECTION 24.  Section 83-17-405, Mississippi Code of 1972, is brought forward as 
follows: 
 
 83-17-405.  Application for a license as an insurance adjuster shall be made to the 
commissioner upon forms as prescribed and furnished by the commissioner.  As a part of, 
or in connection with, any such application, the applicant shall furnish such information 
concerning his identity, personal history, experience, business record and any other 
pertinent facts as the commissioner may reasonably require. 
 
 SECTION 25.  Section 83-17-407, Mississippi Code of 1972, is brought forward as 
follows: 
 
 83-17-407.  The commissioner may waive any license requirement for an applicant 
with a valid license from another state having license requirements substantially 
equivalent to those of this state, or an applicant with a certification from a person or entity 
approved by the commissioner that provides adjuster education and training and has met 
the standards as set forth by the commissioner regarding pre-licensing coursework and 
examination.  No applicant with a valid license from another state shall be rejected solely 
on the basis that the individual is not a resident of the United States of America. 
 
 SECTION 26.  Section 83-17-409, Mississippi Code of 1972, is brought forward as 
follows: 
 
 83-17-409.  In the event of a catastrophe or emergency which arises out of a 
disaster, act of God, riot, civil commotion, conflagration or other similar occurrence, the 
commissioner, upon application, shall issue an emergency license to persons who are 
residents or nonresidents of this state and who may or may not be otherwise licensed 
adjusters.  Such emergency license shall remain in force for a period not to exceed ninety 
(90) days, unless extended for an additional period of ninety (90) days by the 
commissioner.  The applicant must be certified by (a) a person licensed under the 
provisions of this article, or by (b) an insurer who maintains an office in this state and is 
licensed to do business in this state.  The licensed adjuster or insurer who certifies the 
applicant under the provisions of this section shall be responsible for the loss or claims 
practices of the emergency license holder. 
 
 Within five (5) days of any applicant beginning work as an adjuster under this 
section, the employer of such adjuster shall certify to the commissioner such application 
without being deemed in violation of this article, provided that the commissioner, after 
notice and hearing, may revoke the emergency license upon the grounds as otherwise 
contained in this article providing for revocation of an adjuster’s license. 
 
 The fee for an emergency license shall be in an amount not to exceed Fifty Dollars 
($50.00) as determined by the commissioner and shall be due and payable within thirty 
(30) days of the issuance of such emergency license. 
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 SECTION 27.  Section 83-17-411, Mississippi Code of 1972, is brought forward as 
follows: 
 
 83-17-411.  An insurer shall not knowingly refer any claim or loss for adjustment in 
this state to any person purporting to be or acting as an insurance adjuster unless such 
person is currently licensed as such as required in this article. 
 
 SECTION 28.  Section 83-17-413, Mississippi Code of 1972, is brought forward as 
follows: 
 
 83-17-413.  The commissioner shall license as an insurance adjuster only an 
individual who has otherwise complied with this article and who has furnished evidence 
satisfactory to the commissioner that: 
 
  (a)  He is at least eighteen (18) years of age; 
 
  (b)  He is a bona fide resident of this state, or is a resident of a state or 
country which will permit residents of this state to act as insurance adjusters in such other 
state or country; 
 
  (c)  If he is a nonresident of the United States, he has complied with all 
federal laws pertaining to employment or the transaction of business in the United States; 
 
  (d)  He is a trustworthy person; 
 
  (e)  He has had experience or special education or training with reference 
to the handling of loss claims under insurance contracts of sufficient duration and extent 
to make him competent to fulfill the responsibilities of an insurance adjuster; and 
 
  (f)  He has successfully passed an examination as required by the 
commissioner in accordance with this article or has been exempted according to the 
provisions of this article. 
 
 SECTION 29.  Section 83-17-415, Mississippi Code of 1972, is brought forward as 
follows: 
 
 83-17-415.  The commissioner shall adopt a procedure for certifying continuing 
education programs.  Each individual seeking renewal of an adjuster license, which has 
been in effect for a term of eighteen (18) months or less shall satisfactorily complete twelve 
(12) hours of study in approved continuing education courses.  Every individual seeking 
renewal of an adjuster license, which has been in effect for a term of more than eighteen 
(18) months shall satisfactorily complete twenty-four (24) hours of study in approved 
continuing education courses, of which three (3) hours shall have a course concentration 
in ethics. 
 
 SECTION 30.  Section 83-17-417, Mississippi Code of 1972, is brought forward as 
follows: 
 
 83-17-417.  (1)  Each applicant for a license as an adjuster, before the issuance of 
such license, shall personally take and pass, to the satisfaction of the commissioner, an 
examination as a test of his qualifications and competency; but the requirement of an 
examination shall not apply to any of the following:  
 
  (a)  An applicant who for the one-year period next preceding July 1, 1993, 
has been principally engaged in the investigation, adjustment or supervision of losses and 
who is so engaged on July 1, 1993;  
 
  (b)  An applicant for the renewal of a license issued hereunder;  
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  (c)  An applicant who is licensed as an insurance adjuster, as defined by this 
article, in another state with which state a reciprocal agreement has been entered into by 
the commissioner; 
 
  (d)  Any person who possesses a certification from a person or entity 
approved by the commissioner that provides adjuster education and training and that 
requires, as a prerequisite to certification, an examination substantially equivalent to those 
of this state and approved by the commissioner; or  
 
  (e)  Any person who has completed a course or training program in adjusting 
of losses as prescribed and approved by the commissioner and is certified to the 
commissioner upon completion of the course that such person has completed the course 
or training program, and has passed an examination testing his knowledge and 
qualification, as prescribed by the commissioner.   
 
 (2)  Each examination for a license as an adjuster shall be as the commissioner 
may prescribe and shall be of sufficient scope reasonably to test the applicant's 
knowledge relative to the kinds of insurance which may be dealt with under the license 
applied for and the duties, responsibilities and laws of this state applicable to such a 
licensee.   
 
 (3)  The commissioner shall prepare and make available to applicants a manual or 
instructions specifying in general terms the subjects which may be covered in any 
examination for such a license. 
 
 SECTION 31.  Section 83-17-419, Mississippi Code of 1972, is brought forward as 
follows: 
 
 83-17-419.  (1)  The privilege license of an individual to act as an adjuster shall 
continue from the date of issuance for original licenses or from the expiration date for 
existing licenses until the last day of the month of the licensee's birthday in the second 
year following issuance or renewal of the license, with a minimum term of thirteen (13) 
months.  The privilege license of a business entity to act as an adjuster shall continue 
from the date of issuance until May 31, in the second year following issuance or renewal 
of the license, with a minimum term of thirteen (13) months. 
 
 (2)  Each adjuster shall file an application for renewal of license on the form and in 
the manner prescribed by the commissioner for such purpose.  Upon the filing of such 
application for renewal of license and the payment of the required fees, the current license 
shall continue to be in force until the renewal license is issued by the commissioner or 
until the commissioner has refused for cause to issue such renewal license, as provided 
in this article, and has given notice of such refusal in writing to the adjuster. 
 
 SECTION 32.  Section 83-17-421, Mississippi Code of 1972, is brought forward as 
follows: 
 
 83-17-421.  (1)  A license may be refused, or a license duly issued may be 
suspended or revoked or the renewal thereof refused by the commissioner if, after notice 
and hearing as hereinafter provided, he finds that the applicant for, or holder of, such 
license: 
 
  (a)  Has wilfully violated any provision of the insurance laws of this state; or 
 
  (b)  Has intentionally made a material misstatement in the application for 
such license; or 
 
  (c)  Has obtained, or attempted to obtain, such license by fraud or 
misrepresentation; or 
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  (d)  Has misappropriated or converted to his own use or illegally withheld 
money belonging to an insurer or beneficiary; or 
 
  (e)  Has otherwise demonstrated lack of trustworthiness or competence to 
act as an adjuster; or 
 
  (f)  Has been guilty of fraudulent or dishonest practices or has been 
convicted of a felony; or 
 
  (g)  Has materially misrepresented the terms and conditions of insurance 
policies or contracts; or wilfully exaggerated prospective returns on investment features 
of policies or fails to identify himself as an adjuster and in so doing receives a 
compensation for his participation in the sale of insurance; or 
 
  (h)  Has made or issued, or caused to be made or issued, any statement 
misrepresenting or making incomplete comparisons regarding the terms or conditions of 
any insurance or annuity contract legally issued by any insurer, for the purpose of inducing 
or attempting to induce the owner of such contract to forfeit or surrender such contract or 
allow it to lapse for the purpose of replacing such contract with another; or 
 
  (i)  Has obtained or attempted to obtain such license, not for the purpose of 
holding himself out to the general public as an adjuster, but primarily for the purpose of 
soliciting, negotiating or procuring insurance or annuity contracts covering himself or 
members of his family. 
 
 (2)  Before any license shall be refused (except for failure to pass a required written 
examination) or suspended or revoked or the renewal thereof refused hereunder, the 
commissioner shall give notice of his intention so to do, by registered mail, to the applicant 
for or holder of such license and the insurer whom he represents or who desires that he 
be licensed, and shall set a date not less than twenty (20) days from the date of mailing 
such notice when the applicant or licensee and a duly authorized representative of the 
insurer may appear to be heard and produce evidence.  Such notice shall constitute 
automatic suspension of license if the person involved is a licensed adjuster.  In the 
conduct of such hearing, the commissioner or any regular salaried employee specially 
designated by him for such purpose shall have power to administer oaths, to require the 
appearance of and examine any person under oath and to require the production of books, 
records or papers relevant to the inquiry upon his own initiative or upon the request of the 
applicant or licensee.  Upon the termination of such hearing, findings shall be reduced to 
writing and, upon approval by the commissioner, shall be filed in his office; and notice of 
the findings shall be sent by registered mail to the applicant or licensee and the insurer 
concerned. 
 
 (3)  Where the grounds set out in subsection (1)(d) or (1)(g) are the grounds for 
any hearing, the commissioner may, in his discretion in lieu of the hearing provided for in 
subsection (2) of this section, file a petition to suspend or revoke any license authorized 
hereunder in a court of competent jurisdiction of the county or district in which the alleged 
offense occurred.  In such cases, subpoenas may be issued for witnesses, and mileage 
and witness fees paid as in other cases.  All costs of such cause shall be paid by the 
defendant, if found guilty, and if costs cannot be made and collected from the defendant, 
such costs shall be assessed against the company issuing the contract involved in such 
cause. 
 
 (4)  No licensee whose license has been revoked hereunder shall be entitled to file 
another application for a license as an adjuster within one (1) year from the effective date 
of such revocation or, if judicial review of such revocation is sought, within one (1) year 
from the date of final court order or decree affirming such revocation.  Such application, 
when filed, may be refused by the commissioner unless the applicant shows good cause 
why the revocation of his license shall not be deemed a bar to the issuance of a new 
license. 
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 SECTION 33.  Section 83-17-423, Mississippi Code of 1972, is brought forward as 
follows: 
 
 83-17-423.  Any person aggrieved by any action or decision of the Commissioner 
of Insurance under the provisions of this article may appeal therefrom to the Circuit Court 
of the First Judicial District of Hinds County in the manner provided by law.  The circuit 
court shall have the authority and jurisdiction to hear the appeal and render its decision in 
regard thereto in termtime or vacation. 
 
 SECTION 34.  Section 83-17-425, Mississippi Code of 1972, is brought forward as 
follows: 
 
 83-17-425.  This article is declared to be cumulative and supplemental to all other 
valid statutes relating to insurance agents, solicitors and adjusters. 
 
 SECTION 35.  This act shall take effect and be in force from and after July 1, 2025. 
 
 Further, amend by striking the title in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 
 
 
 AN ACT TO CREATE THE MISSISSIPPI PUBLIC ADJUSTER PROFESSIONAL 
STANDARDS REFORM ACT; TO AMEND SECTION 83-17-503, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 
1972, TO PROVIDE FOR THE LICENSURE FOR INDEPENDENT AND PUBLIC 
ADJUSTERS BY THE DEPARTMENT OF INSURANCE; TO PROVIDE HOW A PUBLIC 
ADJUSTER SHALL DEMONSTRATE FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY; TO PROVIDE 
WHEN LICENSES SHALL NOT BE REQUIRED; TO PROVIDE FOR TEMPORARY 
REGISTRATION FOR EMERGENCY INDEPENDENT ADJUSTERS; TO PROVIDE FOR 
THE LICENSING OF NONRESIDENTS; TO CREATE A NEW SECTION OF LAW THAT 
PROVIDES THAT A PUBLIC ADJUSTER SHALL NOT PROVIDE SERVICES TO AN 
INSURED UNTIL A WRITTEN CONTRACT WITH THE INSURED HAS BEEN 
EXECUTED; TO PROVIDE FOR THE TERMS AND THE CONTENT OF THE 
CONTRACT; TO CREATE A NEW SECTION OF LAW THAT REQUIRES A PUBLIC 
ADJUSTER TO GIVE AN INSURED WRITTEN NOTICE OF THE INSURED'S RIGHTS; 
TO PROVIDE THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE PUBLIC ADJUSTER; TO CREATE A 
NEW SECTION OF LAW THAT PROVIDES THAT ALL FUNDS RECEIVED OR HELD BY 
A PUBLIC ADJUSTER ON BEHALF OF AN INSURED TOWARD THE SETTLEMENT OF 
A CLAIM SHALL BE HANDLED IN A FIDUCIARY CAPACITY AND DEPOSITED INTO 
CERTAIN FIDUCIARY TRUST ACCOUNTS; TO CREATE A NEW SECTION OF LAW 
THAT PROVIDES FOR THE COMMISSIONS THAT A PUBLIC ADJUSTER MAY BE 
CHARGED AND THE FEES THAT A PUBLIC ADJUSTER MAY CHARGE; TO CREATE A 
NEW SECTION OF LAW THAT PROVIDES CAUSES FOR THE COMMISSIONER OF 
INSURANCE TO BE PLACED ON PROBATION, SUSPEND OR REVOKE A LICENSE 
OR REFUSE TO RENEW THE LICENSE; TO PROVIDE THE CIVIL PENALTIES AND 
FINES THAT MAY BE IMPOSED WHEN A LICENSE IS DENIED, SUSPENDED OR 
REVOKED; TO AUTHORIZE THE COMMISSIONER TO PROMULGATE RULES AND 
REGULATIONS; TO AMEND SECTIONS 83-17-505, 83-17-507 AND 83-17-511, 
MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO DELETE THE PROVISIONS IN THEIR ENTIRETY; TO 
BRING FORWARD SECTIONS 83-17-501, 83-17-509, 83-17-513, 83-17-515, 83-17-517, 
83-17-519, 83-17-521, 83-17-523, 83-17-525 AND 83-17-527, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 
1972, FOR THE PURPOSE OF POSSIBLE AMENDMENT; TO BRING FORWARD 
SECTIONS 83-17-401, 83-17-403, 83-17-405, 83-17-407, 83-17-409, 83-17-411, 
83-17-413, 83-17-415, 83-17-417, 83-17-419, 83-17-421, 83-17-423 AND 83-17-425, 
MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, FOR THE PURPOSE OF POSSIBLE AMENDMENT; AND 
FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
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 Senator Thompson offered the following AMENDMENT NO. 1 TO COMMITTEE 
AMENDMENT NO. 1. 
 
 
 AMEND on line 1387 by inserting the following before the period: 
 
, and shall stand repealed on June 30, 2025 
 
 
 
 Amendment No. 1 to Committee Amendment No. 1 to H. B. No. 1174 was adopted. 
 
 
 Committee Amendment No. 1 as amended to H. B. No. 1174 was adopted. 
 
 
 YEAS AND NAYS On H. B. No. 1174.  On motion of Senator McMahan, the rules 
were suspended, the bill considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and 
nays being taken, it passed as amended, title standing as stated, by the following vote: 
 
 Yeas--Barnett, Berry, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Bryan, Chassaniol, England, 
Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins, Hopson, Horhn, Johnson, Kirby, Ladner, McLendon, 
McMahan, Michel, Parker, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Tate, 
Thomas, Turner-Ford, Whaley, Wiggins, Younger.  Total--31. 
 Nays--Barrett, Blackmon, Brumfield, Butler, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, Hickman, Hill, 
Jackson, Jordan, McCaughn, Norwood, Seymour, Simmons D. T. (12th), Suber, 
Thompson, Williams.  Total--18. 
 Absent and those not voting--Parks.  Total--1. 
 Voting Present--Carter.  Total--1. 
 Vacancies--1. 
 

__________ 
 
 
 Senator Younger called up the following entitled bill: 
 
 H. B. No. 150: Concrete and solid waste vehicles; increase maximum gross 
vehicle weight of. 
 
 YEAS AND NAYS On H. B. No. 150.  On motion of Senator Younger, the rules were 
suspended, the bill considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and nays 
being taken, it passed, title standing as stated, by the following vote: 
 
 Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan, 
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins, 
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, 
McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, Seymour, 
Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, Thompson, 
Turner-Ford, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger.  Total--50. 
 Nays--None. 
 Absent and those not voting--Parks.  Total--1. 
 Vacancies--1. 
 

__________ 
 
 Senator Younger called up the following entitled bill: 
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 H. B. No. 638: MS Transportation Commission; authorize to delegate authority to 
enter into supplemental agreements for expenditures not exceeding $250,000. 
 
 YEAS AND NAYS On H. B. No. 638.  On motion of Senator Younger, the rules were 
suspended, the bill considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and nays 
being taken, it passed, title standing as stated, by the following vote: 
 
 Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan, 
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins, 
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, 
McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, Seymour, 
Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, Thompson, 
Turner-Ford, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger.  Total--50. 
 Nays--None. 
 Absent and those not voting--Parks.  Total--1. 
 Vacancies--1. 
 

__________ 
 
 Senator Bryan called up the following entitled bill: 
 
 H. B. No. 1077: Kratom products; prohibit sale to persons under 21. 
 
 Senator Turner-Ford offered the following COMMITTEE AMENDMENT NO. 1. 
 
 AMEND by striking the period on line 91 and inserting in lieu thereof "; or" 
 
 FURTHER, AMEND by inserting the following below line 91: 
 
  (f)  Any kratom product that does not have a label that clearly sets forth the 
identity, address and telephone number of the manufacturer, and a full list of the 
ingredients in the kratom product. 
 
 (3)  A processor, wholesaler, jobber, distributor or manufacturer shall not sell, 
distribute or expose for sale a kratom product prior to registering with the Mississippi 
Department of Revenue. 
 
 FURTHER, AMEND the title to conform. 
 
 
 
 Committee Amendment No. 1 to H. B. No. 1077 was adopted. 
 
 
 
 Senator Turner-Ford offered the following AMENDMENT NO. 2. 
 
 AMEND on line 120 by striking the following language before the period: 
 
,and shall stand repealed on June 30, 2025 
 
 
 
 Amendment No. 2 to H. B. No. 1077 failed. 
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 YEAS AND NAYS On H. B. No. 1077.  On motion of Senator Turner-Ford, the rules 
were suspended, the bill considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and 
nays being taken, it passed as amended, title standing as stated, by the following vote: 
 
 Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan, 
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins, 
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, 
McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, Seymour, 
Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, Thompson, 
Turner-Ford, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger.  Total--50. 
 Nays--None. 
 Absent and those not voting--Parks.  Total--1. 
 Vacancies--1. 
 

__________ 
 
 On request of Senator Fillingane, unanimous consent was granted to make the 
following correction in H. B. No. 1614: 
 
 
TO:  The Secretary of the Senate 
 
RE:  HB 1614 -- Unanimous Consent Request 
 
 I request unanimous consent to correct an error in the title of the adopted 
Committee Amendment No 1 to House Bill No. 1614.   
 
 
 AMEND on line 4 by deleting the words "OR PROCURING". 
 
Joey Fillingane 
Chairman, Judiciary B 
 

__________ 
 
 Senator Fillingane called up the following entitled bill: 
 
 H. B. No. 565: Board on Law Enforcement Officer Standards and Training; require 
law enforcement agencies to report terminated officers to. 
 
 Senator Sparks offered the following COMMITTEE AMENDMENT NO. 1. 
 
 AMEND on line 166 by inserting the following before the colon 
 
, during the time of noncompliance 
 
 
 
 Committee Amendment No. 1 to H. B. No. 565 was adopted. 
 
 YEAS AND NAYS On H. B. No. 565.  On motion of Senator Sparks, the rules were 
suspended, the bill considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and nays 
being taken, it passed as amended, title standing as stated, by the following vote: 
 
 Yeas--Barnett, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan, Butler, Carter, 
Chassaniol, Chism, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins, Hickman, Hill, Hopson, 
Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, McMahan, Michel, 
Norwood, Parker, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, Seymour, Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. 
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(13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, Thompson, Turner-Ford, Whaley, Wiggins, Younger.  
Total--45. 
 Nays--Barrett, Berry, DeBar, McLendon, Williams.  Total--5. 
 Absent and those not voting--Parks.  Total--1. 
 Vacancies--1. 
 

__________ 
 
 Senator Wiggins called up the following entitled bill: 
 
 H. B. No. 1387: Kinship payments for foster children; revise who may be paid. 
 
 YEAS AND NAYS On H. B. No. 1387.  On motion of Senator Wiggins, the rules 
were suspended, the bill considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and 
nays being taken, it passed, title standing as stated, by the following vote: 
 
 Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan, 
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins, 
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, 
McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, Seymour, 
Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, Thompson, 
Turner-Ford, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger.  Total--50. 
 Nays--None. 
 Absent and those not voting--Parks.  Total--1. 
 Vacancies--1. 
 

__________ 
 
 Senator Wiggins called up the following entitled bill: 
 
 H. B. No. 1366: Judicial office allowance and court fees; revise. 
 
 Senator Wiggins offered the following COMMITTEE AMENDMENT NO. 1. 
 
 Amend by striking all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 
 
 SECTION 1.  Section 9-1-36, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 9-1-36.  (1)  Each circuit judge and chancellor shall receive an office operating 
allowance for the expenses of operating the office of the judge, including retaining a law 
clerk, legal research, stenographic help, stationery, stamps, furniture, office equipment, 
telephone, office rent and other items and expenditures the judge finds to be necessary 
and incident to maintaining the office of the judge * * *.  This may include expenses to 
travel out of state once per state fiscal year for continuing legal education classes and or 
seminars if approved by the Chief Justice.  In addition to the once per fiscal year out-of-
state travel for continuing legal education classes and or seminars, the allowance may be 
used for out-of-state travel to The Mississippi Bar Convention if no other funds are 
available.  The allowance shall be paid only to the extent of actual expenses incurred by 
the judge as itemized and certified by the judge to the Supreme Court in the amounts set 
forth in this subsection; however, the judge may expend sums in excess thereof from the 
compensation otherwise provided for his office.  
 
 From and after July 1, 2023, the office operating allowance under this subsection 
shall be Fifteen Thousand Dollars ($15,000.00) per annum. 
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 (2)  In addition to the amounts provided for in subsection (1), there is created a 
separate office allowance fund for the purpose of providing support staff to judges.  This 
fund shall be managed by the Administrative Office of Courts.   
 
 (3)  Each judge who desires to employ support staff must have each candidate 
approved by the Administrative Office of Courts before the positions may be filled.  The 
Administrative Office of Courts shall not approve any hire which does not first require the 
expenditure of the funds in the support staff fund for compensation of any of the support 
staff before expenditure is authorized of county funds for that purpose.  Upon approval by 
the Administrative Office of Courts, the judge or judges may appoint the employees to the 
position or positions, and each employee so appointed will work at the will and pleasure 
of the judge or judges who appointed him but will be employees of the Administrative 
Office of Courts.  Upon approval by the Administrative Office of Courts, the appointment 
of any support staff shall be evidenced by the entry of an order on the minutes of the court.  
When support staff is appointed jointly by two (2) or more judges, the order setting forth 
any appointment shall be entered on the minutes of each participating court. 
 
 (4)  Support staff shall receive compensation pursuant to personnel policies 
established by the Administrative Office of Courts.  Each judge shall be allotted the 
amount of One Hundred Thirty Thousand Dollars ($130,000.00) per fiscal year for all 
support staff approved by the Administrative Office of Courts. 
 
 The Administrative Office of Courts may approve expenditures from the fund for 
additional equipment for support staff appointed pursuant to this section in any year in 
which the allocation per judge is sufficient to meet the equipment expense after provision 
for the compensation of the support staff. 
 
 (5)  For the purposes of this section, the following terms have the meaning ascribed 
in this subsection unless the context clearly requires otherwise: 
 
  (a)  "Judges" means circuit judges and chancellors, or any combination 
thereof. 
 
  (b)  "Support staff" means court administrators, law clerks, legal research 
assistants or secretaries, or any combination thereof, but shall not mean school 
attendance officers. 
 
  (c)  "Compensation" means the gross salary plus all amounts paid for 
benefits or otherwise as a result of employment or as required by employment; however, 
only salary earned for services rendered shall be reported and credited for Public 
Employees' Retirement System purposes.  Amounts paid for benefits or otherwise, 
including reimbursement for travel expenses, shall not be reported or credited for 
retirement purposes. 
 
  (d)  "Law clerk" means a clerk hired to assist a judge or judges who has a 
law degree or who is a full-time law student who is making satisfactory progress at an 
accredited law school. 
 
 (6)  Title to all tangible property, excepting stamps, stationery and minor 
expendable office supplies, procured with funds authorized by this section, shall be and 
forever remain in the State of Mississippi to be used by the circuit judge or chancellor 
during the term of his office and thereafter by his successors. 
 
 (7)  Any circuit judge or chancellor who did not have a primary office provided by 
the county on March 1, 1988, shall be allowed an additional Seven Thousand Dollars 
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($7,000.00) per annum to defray the actual expenses incurred by the judge or chancellor 
in maintaining an office; however, any circuit judge or chancellor who had a primary office 
provided by the county on March 1, 1988, and who vacated the office space after that 
date for a legitimate reason, as determined by the Department of Finance and 
Administration, shall be allowed the additional office expense allowance provided under 
this subsection.  The county in which a circuit judge or chancellor sits is authorized to 
provide funds from any available source to assist in defraying the actual expenses to 
maintain an office. 
 
 (8)  The Supreme Court, through the Administrative Office of Courts, shall submit 
to the Department of Finance and Administration the itemized and certified expenses for 
office operating allowances that are directed to the court pursuant to this section. 
 
 (9)  The Supreme Court, through the Administrative Office of Courts, shall have the 
power to adopt rules and regulations regarding the administration of the office operating 
allowance authorized pursuant to this section. 
 
 SECTION 2.  Section 25-7-9, Mississippi Code of 1972, is brought forward as 
follows: 
 
 [From and after January 1, 2024, and through December 31, 2027, this section 
shall read as follows:] 
 
 25-7-9.  (1)  The clerks of the chancery courts shall charge the following fees: 

 
(a)  For the act of certifying copies of filed documents, for each complete 

document ........................................................................................................... $     1.00 
  (b)  (i)  Recording each deed, will, lease, amendment, subordination, lien, 
release, cancellation, order, decree, oath, etc., per book and page listed where 
applicable, each deed of trust, or any other document, for the first five (5) 
pages $    25.00 

(ii)  Each additional page ..................................................... $     1.00 
(c)  (i)  Recording oil and gas leases, cancellations, etc., including indexing 

in general indices; for the first five 
(5) pages ........................................................................................................... $    25.00 
   (ii)  Recording each oil and gas assignment, amendment of 
assignment, release, etc., first five (5) 
pages $    25.00 
per additional assignee ...................................................................................... $    18.00 

(iii)  Each additional page .................................................... $     1.00 
(iv)  Sectional index entries per section or subdivision lot .... $     1.00 
(v)  Archive fee .................................................................... $     1.00 
(vi)  Entering marginal notations, if requested on document or by 

cover letter, pertaining to the recording of any oil and gas document only per book and 
page $     4.00 
  (d)  (i)  Furnishing copies of any papers of record or on file: 
 If performed by the clerk or his employee, 
per page .............................................................................................................. $      .50 
 If performed by any other person, 
per page .............................................................................................................. $      .25 
   (ii)  Entering marginal notations on 
documents of record ........................................................................................... $     1.00 

(e)  For attending the board of supervisors' meeting, an annual sum not 
exceeding ........................................................................................................ $ 2,500.00 
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(f)  For other services as clerk of the board of supervisors an allowance shall 
be made to him (payable semiannually at the July and January meetings) out of the county 
treasury, an annual sum not exceeding ........................................................... $ 5,500.00 
  (g)  For each day's attendance on the chancery court, to be approved by 
the chancellor: 

For the first chancellor sitting only, clerk and two (2) deputies, each ....... $    85.00 
For the second chancellor sitting, clerk only ............................................ $    85.00 

 Provided that the fees herein prescribed shall be the total remuneration for the 
clerk and his deputies for attending chancery court. 
  (h)  On order of the court, clerks and not more than two (2) deputies may 
be allowed five (5) extra days for each term of court for attendance upon the court to get 
up records. 

(i)  For public service not otherwise specifically provided for, the 
chancery court may by order allow the clerk to be paid by the county on the order of the 
board of supervisors, an annual sum not exceeding ........................................ $ 5,000.00 

(j)  For each civil filing, to be deposited into the Civil Legal Assistance Fund
 $     5.00 
 The chancery clerk shall itemize on the original document a detailed fee bill of all 
charges due or paid for filing, recording and abstracting same.  No person shall be 
required to pay such fees until same have been so itemized, but those fees may be 
demanded before the document is recorded. 
 (2)  The following fee shall be a total fee for all services performed by the clerk 
with respect to any civil case filed that includes, but is not limited to, divorce, alteration of 
birth or marriage certificate, removal of minority, guardianship or conservatorship, estate 
of deceased, adoption that does not involve the Department of Child Protection 
Services, land dispute injunction, settlement of small claim, contempt, modification, 
partition suit, or commitment, which shall be payable upon filing and shall accrue to the 
chancery clerk at the time of filing.  The clerk or his successor in office shall perform all 
duties set forth without additional compensation or fee $    85.00 
 (3)  For every civil case filed: 

(a)  An additional fee to be deposited to the credit of the Comprehensive 
Electronic Court Systems Fund established in Section 9-21-14 ......................... $    10.00 
  (b)  An additional fee to be deposited to the 
credit of the Judicial System Operation Fund established in 
Section 9-21-45 ................................................................................................. $    40.00 
 (4)  Cost of process shall be borne by the issuing party.  Additionally, should the 
attorney or person filing the pleadings desire the clerk to pay the cost to the sheriff for 
serving process on one (1) person or more, or to pay the cost of publication, the clerk 
shall demand the actual charges therefor, at the time of filing. 
 (5)  For each civil case filed including an adoption involving the Department of 
Child Protection Services, the filing shall be exempt from any fee under this section. 
 [From and after January 1, 2028, this section shall read as follows:] 
 25-7-9.  (1)  The clerks of the chancery courts shall charge the following fees: 

(a)  For the act of certifying copies of filed documents, for each complete 
document ........................................................................................................... $     1.00 
  (b)  (i)  Recording each deed, will, lease, amendment, subordination, lien, 
release, cancellation, order, decree, oath, etc., per book and page listed where 
applicable, each deed of trust, or any other document, for the first five (5) 
pages $    25.00 

(ii)  Each additional page ..................................................... $     1.00 
(c)  (i)  Recording oil and gas leases, cancellations, etc., including indexing 

in general indices; for the first five (5) pages ...................................................... $    25.00 
   (ii)  Recording each oil and gas assignment, amendment of 
assignment, release, etc., first five (5) 
pages $    25.00 
per additional assignee ...................................................................................... $    18.00 

(iii)  Each additional page .................................................... $     1.00 
(iv)  Sectional index entries per section or subdivision lot .... $     1.00 
(v)  Archive fee .................................................................... $     1.00 
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(vi)  Entering marginal notations, if requested on document or by 
cover letter, pertaining to the recording of any oil and gas document only per book and 
page $     4.00 
  (d)  (i)  Furnishing copies of any papers of record or on file: 
 If performed by the clerk or his employee, 

per page ................................................................................................... $      .50 
 If performed by any other person, 
per page .............................................................................................................. $      .25 
   (ii)  Entering marginal notations on 
documents of record ........................................................................................... $     1.00 

(e)  For attending the board of supervisors' meeting an annual sum not 
exceeding ........................................................................................................ $ 5,000.00 

(f)  For other services as clerk of the board of supervisors an allowance shall 
be made to him (payable semiannually at the July and January meetings) out of the county 
treasury, an annual sum not exceeding .......................................................... $10,000.00 
  (g)  For each day's attendance on the chancery court, to be approved by 
the chancellor: 

For the first chancellor sitting only, clerk and two (2) deputies, each ....... $    85.00 
For the second chancellor sitting, clerk only ............................................ $    85.00 

 Provided that the fees herein prescribed shall be the total remuneration for the 
clerk and his deputies for attending chancery court. 
  (h)  On order of the court, clerks and not more than two (2) deputies may 
be allowed five (5) extra days for each term of court for attendance upon the court to get 
up records. 

(i)  For public service not otherwise specifically provided for, the chancery 
court may by order allow the clerk to be paid by the county on the order of the board of 
supervisors, an annual sum not exceeding ...................................................... $ 5,000.00 

(j)  For each civil filing, to be deposited into the Civil Legal Assistance Fund
 $     5.00 
 The chancery clerk shall itemize on the original document a detailed fee bill of all 
charges due or paid for filing, recording and abstracting same.  No person shall be 
required to pay such fees until same have been so itemized, but those fees may be 
demanded before the document is recorded. 

(2)  The following fee shall be a total fee for all services performed by the clerk with 
respect to any civil case filed that includes, but is not limited to, divorce, alteration of birth 
or marriage certificate, removal of minority, guardianship or conservatorship, estate of 
deceased, adoption that does not involve the Department of Child Protection Services, 
land dispute injunction, settlement of small claim, contempt, modification, partition suit, or 
commitment, which shall be payable upon filing and shall accrue to the chancery clerk at 
the time of filing.  The clerk or his successor in office shall perform all duties set forth 
without additional compensation or fee .............................................................. $    85.00 
 (3)  For every civil case filed: 

(a)  An additional fee to be deposited to the credit of the Comprehensive 
Electronic Court Systems Fund established in Section 9-21-14 ......................... $    10.00 
  (b)  An additional fee to be deposited to the 
credit of the Judicial System Operation Fund established in 

Section 9-21-45 ............................................................................ $    40.00 
 (4)  Cost of process shall be borne by the issuing party.  Additionally, should the 
attorney or person filing the pleadings desire the clerk to pay the cost to the sheriff for 
serving process on one (1) person or more, or to pay the cost of publication, the clerk 
shall demand the actual charges therefor, at the time of filing. 
 (5)  For each civil case filed including an adoption involving the Department of 
Child Protection Services, the filing shall be exempt from any fee under this section. 
 SECTION 3.  Section 25-7-13, Mississippi Code of 1972, is brought forward as 
follows: 
 25-7-13.  (1)  The clerks of the circuit court shall charge the following fees: 

(a)  Docketing, filing, marking and registering each complaint, petition and 
indictment ........................................................................................................... $   85.00 
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 The fee set forth in this paragraph shall be the total fee for all services performed 
by the clerk up to and including entry of judgment with respect to each complaint, 
petition or indictment, including all answers, claims, orders, continuances and other 
papers filed therein, issuing each writ, summons, subpoena or other such instruments, 
swearing witnesses, taking and recording bonds and pleas, and recording judgments, 
orders, fiats and certificates; the fee shall be payable upon filing and shall accrue to the 
clerk at the time of collection.  The clerk or his successor in office shall perform all duties 
set forth above without additional compensation or fee. 

(b)  Docketing and filing each motion to renew judgment, notice of renewal 
of judgment, suggestion for a writ of garnishment, suggestion for a writ of execution and 
judgment debtor actions and issuing all process, filing and recording orders or other 
papers and swearing witnesses .......................................................................... $   35.00 

(c)  For every civil case filed, an additional fee to be deposited to the credit 
of the Comprehensive Electronic Court Systems Fund established in Section 9-21-14 ... $   
10.00 

(d)  For every civil case filed, an additional fee to be deposited to the credit 
of the Judicial System Operation Fund established in Section 9-21-45 ............... $   40.00 
 (2)  Except as provided in subsection (1) of this section, the clerks of the circuit 
court shall charge the following fees: 

(a)  Filing and marking each order or other paper and recording and indexing 
same $    2.00 

(b)  Issuing each writ, summons, subpoena, citation, capias and other such 
instruments.......................................................................................................... $    1.00 

(c)  Administering an oath and taking bond ..................................... $    2.00 
(d)  Certifying copies of filed documents, for each complete document ...... $    

1.00 
  (e)  Recording orders, fiats, licenses, certificates, oaths and bonds: 

First page ....................................................................................... $    2.00 
Each additional page ...................................................................... $    1.00 

  (f)  Furnishing copies of any papers of record or on file and entering 
marginal notations on documents of record: 

If performed by the clerk or his employee, per page   
 $    1.00 

If performed by any other person, per page ..................................... $     .25 
(g)  Judgment roll entry ................................................................... $    5.00 
(h)  Taxing cost and certificate ........................................................ $    1.00 
(i)  For taking and recording application for marriage license, for filing and 

recording consent of parents when required by law, for filing and recording medical 
certificate, filing and recording proof of age, recording and issuing license, recording and 
filing returns ........................................................................................................ $   35.00 
 The clerk shall deposit Fourteen Dollars ($14.00) of each fee collected for a 
marriage license in the Victims of Domestic Violence Fund established in Section 
93-21-117, on a monthly basis. 
  (j)  For certified copy of marriage license and search of record, the same 
fee charged by the Bureau of Vital Statistics of the State Board of Health. 

(k)  For public service not particularly provided for, the circuit court may allow 
the clerk, per annum, to be paid by the county on presentation of the circuit court's order, 
the following amount ........................................................................................ $5,000.00 
 However, in the counties having two (2) judicial districts, such above allowance 
shall be made for each judicial district. 

(l)  For drawing jurors and issuing venire, to be paid by the county . $    5.00 
(m)  For each day's attendance upon the circuit court term, for himself and 

necessary deputies allowed by the court, each to be paid by the county ............ $   75.00 
(n)  Summons, each juror to be paid by the county upon the allowance of 

the court .............................................................................................................. $    1.00 
(o)  For issuing each grand jury subpoena, to be paid by the county on 

allowance by the court, not to exceed Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00) in any one (1) term of 
court  
 $    1.00 
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(p)  For each civil filing, to be deposited into the Civil Legal Assistance Fund
 $    5.00 
 (3)  On order of the court, clerks and deputies may be allowed five (5) extra days 
for attendance upon the court to get up records. 
 (4)  The clerk's fees in state cases where the state fails in the prosecution, or in 
cases of felony where the defendant is convicted and the cost cannot be made out of his 
estate, in an amount not to exceed Four Hundred Dollars ($400.00) in one (1) year, shall 
be paid out of the county treasury on approval of the circuit court, and the allowance 
thereof by the board of supervisors of the county.  In counties having two (2) judicial 
districts, such allowance shall be made in each judicial district; however, the maximum 
thereof shall not exceed Eight Hundred Dollars ($800.00).  Clerks in the circuit court, in 
cases where appeals are taken in criminal cases and no appeal bond is filed, shall be 
allowed by the board of supervisors of the county after approval of their accounts by the 
circuit court, in addition to the above fees, for making such transcript the rate of Two 
Dollars ($2.00) per page. 
 (5)  The clerk of the circuit court may retain as his commission on all money 
coming into his hands, by law or order of the court, a sum to be fixed by the court not 
exceeding one-half of one percent (1/2 of 1%) on all such sums. 
 (6)  For making final records required by law, including, but not limited to, circuit 
and county court minutes, and furnishing transcripts of records, the circuit clerk shall 
charge Two Dollars ($2.00) per page.  The same fees shall be allowed to all officers for 
making and certifying copies of records or papers which they are authorized to copy and 
certify. 
 (7)  The circuit clerk shall prepare an itemized statement of fees for services 
performed, cost incurred, or for furnishing copies of any papers of record or on file, and 
shall submit the statement to the parties or, if represented, to their attorneys within sixty 
(60) days.  A bill for same shall accompany the statement. 
 SECTION 4.  This act shall take effect and be in force from and after July 1, 2025. 
 Further, amend by striking the title in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 
 
 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 9-1-36, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO 
AUTHORIZE CIRCUIT AND CHANCERY JUDGES TO USE THEIR OFFICE EXPENSE 
ALLOWANCES FOR OUT-OF-STATE TRAVEL TO THE MISSISSIPPI BAR 
CONVENTION IF NO OTHER FUNDS ARE AVAILABLE; TO BRING FORWARD 
SECTIONS 25-7-9 AND 25-7-13, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, WHICH PROVIDE 
FOR THE COMPREHENSIVE ELECTRONIC COURT SYSTEMS FUND, FOR 
PURPOSES OF AMENDMENT; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 
 
 Committee Amendment No. 1 to H. B. No. 1366 was adopted. 
 
 YEAS AND NAYS On H. B. No. 1366.  On motion of Senator Wiggins, the rules 
were suspended, the bill considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and 
nays being taken, it passed as amended, title standing as stated, by the following vote: 
 
 Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan, 
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins, 
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, 
McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, Seymour, 
Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, Thompson, 
Turner-Ford, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger.  Total--50. 
 Nays--None. 
 Absent and those not voting--Parks.  Total--1. 
 Vacancies--1. 
 

__________ 
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 Senator Wiggins moved that the rules be suspended to move to calendar item 186, 
H. B. No. 624, and the motion prevailed. 
 
 Senator Wiggins called up the following entitled bill: 
 
 H. B. No. 624: Criminal investigators; increase salaries of. 
 
 YEAS AND NAYS On H. B. No. 624.  On motion of Senator Wiggins, the rules were 
suspended, the bill considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and nays 
being taken, it passed, title standing as stated, by the following vote: 
 
 Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan, 
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins, 
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, 
McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, Seymour, 
Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, Thompson, 
Turner-Ford, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger.  Total--50. 
 Nays--None. 
 Absent and those not voting--Parks.  Total--1. 
 Vacancies--1. 
 

__________ 
 
 Senator Parker called up the following entitled bill: 
 
 H. B. No. 186: Energy efficiency service public contracts; extend repealer on. 
 
 YEAS AND NAYS On H. B. No. 186.  On motion of Senator Barrett, the rules were 
suspended, the bill considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and nays 
being taken, it passed, title standing as stated, by the following vote: 
 
 Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan, 
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins, 
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, 
McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, Seymour, 
Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, Thompson, 
Turner-Ford, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger.  Total--50. 
 Nays--None. 
 Absent and those not voting--Parks.  Total--1. 
 Vacancies--1. 
 

__________ 
 
 Senator Parker called up the following entitled bill: 
 
 H. B. No. 767: Grand Gulf Military Monument Commission; revise composition of. 
 
 YEAS AND NAYS On H. B. No. 767.  On motion of Senator Barrett, the rules were 
suspended, the bill considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and nays 
being taken, it passed, title standing as stated, by the following vote: 
 
 Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan, 
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins, 
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, 
McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, Seymour, 
Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, Thompson, 
Turner-Ford, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger.  Total--50. 
 Nays--None. 
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 Absent and those not voting--Parks.  Total--1. 
 Vacancies--1. 
 

__________ 
 
 Senator Parker called up the following entitled bill: 
 
 H. B. No. 924: Creating Logic for Efficiency and Accountability (CLEAR) Act; 
create. 
 
 Senator Parker offered the following COMMITTEE AMENDMENT NO. 1. 
 
 Amend by striking all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 
 
 
 SECTION 1.  The provisions of this act shall be known and may be cited as the 
"Creating Logic for Efficiency and Accountability Reform (CLEAR) Act." 
 
 SECTION 2.  The following shall be codified as Section 5-3-77, Mississippi Code 
of 1972: 
 
 5-3-77.  (1)  In addition to other duties and responsibilities set out in this chapter, 
the PEER Committee is authorized to establish a program of reviewing selected newly 
adopted state agency administrative rules.  Such reviews shall produce a report to the 
Legislature on newly adopted state agency administrative rules and their conformity to the 
intent of the law authorizing them, as well as any other matter the committee considers 
appropriate.  Such reports shall also contain a recommendation for legislative action in 
cases where the committee believes that such is appropriate. 
 
 (2)  From and after July 1, 2025, the committee may choose to select fifteen (15) 
rules adopted during the previous fiscal year for review.  Reports on those rules shall be 
made to the Legislature no later than December 15, 2025.  Thereafter, the committee may 
review up to thirty (30) newly adopted rules per year, with reports on those rules being 
made to the Legislature no later than December 15 of each year. 
 
 SECTION 3.  Section 37-3-5, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 37-3-5.  (1)  (a)  The State Department of Education is hereby charged with the 
execution of all laws relating to the administrative, supervisory and consultative services 
to the public schools and agricultural high schools of the school districts throughout the 
State of Mississippi.  The State Department of Education is also authorized to grant 
property to public school districts and agricultural high schools of the State of Mississippi. 
 
  (b)  Subject to the direction of the State Board of Education as provided by 
law, the administration, management and control of the department is hereby vested in 
the State Superintendent of Public Education, who shall be directly responsible for the 
rightful functioning thereof. 
 
 (2)  The State Department of Education shall aid school districts in creating 
technology and disaster recovery plans.  The department shall develop a plan template 
and provide guidance documents for technology staff to use when developing these plans. 
 
 (3)  In order for the State Department of Education to better understand the 
recourses and support needed to assist districts in improving their technology programs, 
the department shall conduct the following surveys at least every two (2) years: 
 
  (a)  A detailed technology survey for district technology leaders; and 
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  (b)  A detailed survey for teaching staff regarding technology use in the 
classroom, including analyzing the effectiveness of the Equity in Distance Learning Act. 
 
 SECTION 4.  Section 37-9-59, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 37-9-59.  (1)  For incompetence, neglect of duty, immoral conduct, intemperance, 
brutal treatment of a pupil or other good cause the superintendent of schools may dismiss 
or suspend any licensed employee in any school district.  Before being so dismissed or 
suspended any licensed employee shall be notified of the charges against him and he 
shall be advised that he is entitled to a public hearing upon said charges.  Provided, 
however, that a school superintendent whose employment has been terminated under 
this section shall not have the right to request a hearing before the school board or a 
hearing officer.  Provided, however, that a licensed employee in a conservator school 
district whose employment has been terminated under this section for good cause as 
determined by a conservator appointed by the State Board of Education shall not have a 
right to request a hearing before the school board, a hearing officer or the State Board of 
Education.  The conservator has the right to immediately terminate a licensed employee 
under this section.  In the event the continued presence of said employee on school 
premises poses a potential threat or danger to the health, safety or general welfare of the 
students, or, in the discretion of the superintendent, may interfere with or cause a 
disruption of normal school operations, the superintendent may immediately release said 
employee of all duties pending a hearing if one is requested by the employee.  In the event 
a licensed employee is arrested, indicted or otherwise charged with a felony by a 
recognized law enforcement official, the continued presence of the licensed employee on 
school premises shall be deemed to constitute a disruption of normal school operations.  
The school board, upon a request for a hearing by the person so suspended or removed 
shall set a date, time and place for such hearing which shall be not sooner than five (5) 
days nor later than thirty (30) days from the date of the request.  The procedure for such 
hearing shall be as prescribed for hearings before the board or hearing officer in Section 
37-9-111.  From the decision made at said hearing, any licensed employee shall be 
allowed an appeal to the chancery court in the same manner as appeals are authorized 
in Section 37-9-113.  Any party aggrieved by action of the chancery court may appeal to 
the Mississippi Supreme Court as provided by law.  In the event that a licensed employee 
is immediately relieved of duties pending a hearing, as provided in this section, said 
employee shall be entitled to compensation for a period up to and including the date that 
the initial hearing is set by the school board, in the event that there is a request for such 
a hearing by the employee.  In the event that an employee does not request a hearing 
within five (5) calendar days of the date of the notice of discharge or suspension, it shall 
constitute a waiver of all rights by said employee and such discharge or suspension shall 
be effective on the date set out in the notice to the employee. 
 
 (2)  The school board of every school district in this state is hereby prohibited from 
denying employment or reemployment to any person as a superintendent, principal or 
licensed employee, as defined in Section 37-19-1, or as a noninstructional personnel, as 
defined in Section 37-9-1, for the single reason that any eligible child of such person does 
not attend the school system in which such superintendent, principal, licensed employee 
or noninstructional personnel is employed. 
 
 (3)  The provisions of this section shall be fully applicable to any administrator or 
employee of the Mississippi School of the Arts (MSA). 
 
 (4)  The State Department of Education shall set parameters for districts as to what 
constitutes an employee misconduct investigation so that comparisons between districts 
can be made. 
 
 SECTION 5.  Section 37-13-137, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
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 37-13-137.  (1)  The State Board of Education shall adopt regulations as provided 
in this section not later than March 1, 2008, which shall be effective for compliance by 
school districts beginning with the 2008-2009 school year, for the Child Nutrition School 
Breakfast and Lunch Programs that are not in conflict with the regulations of the United 
States Department of Agriculture (USDA).  The regulations shall take into account the 
most recent and advanced scientific principles regarding good human health and fitness, 
and the effect of the regulations must be that the good health, well-being and fitness of 
Mississippi school children shall be advanced.  The regulations shall include, but not be 
limited to, the following areas: 
 
  (a)  Healthy food and beverage choices; 
 
  (b)  Healthy food preparation; 
 
  (c)  Marketing of healthy food choices to students and staff; 
 
  (d)  Food preparation ingredients and products; 
 
  (e)  Minimum and maximum time allotment for students and staff lunch and 
breakfast periods; 
 
  (f)  The availability of food items during the lunch and breakfast periods of 
the Child Nutrition School Breakfast and Lunch Programs; and 
 
  (g)  Methods to increase participation in the Child Nutrition School Breakfast 
and Lunch Programs. 
 
 (2)  The Office of Healthy Schools of the State Department of Education shall 
provide comprehensive training for superintendents, business managers, food service 
directors and food service managers of a local school district, or the designees appointed 
by those individuals for training purposes, as required by the department on marketing 
healthy foods, creating a healthy cafeteria environment, effective and efficient food service 
operations, the standards and expectations of food service staff, and other topics as 
identified by the department.  The department may determine the time and location of the 
trainings and the frequency with which they are held.  Persons employed by a local school 
district having the certification as a Food Service Administrator III or IV shall be exempt 
from the training requirements of this subsection. 
 
 (3)  Local school districts may adopt rules and regulations that may be more 
stringent but not in conflict with those adopted by the State Board of Education under this 
section. 
 
 (4)  The State Department of Education shall develop guidance to help district 
nutrition programs improve their meals per labor hour to ensure efficiency and productivity 
in food service in schools.  The department shall develop a standardized guide to assist 
districts with strategies to increase their breakfast participation rates. 
 
 (5)  The State Department of Education shall develop guidance for districts on using 
any excess reserves in their nutrition funds for allowable expenses that could contribute 
to a more efficient nutrition program. 
 
 SECTION 6.  Section 37-37-1, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 37-37-1.  (1)  The State Department of Education is hereby authorized and directed 
to prescribe and formulate for use by all school districts of this state, including municipal 
separate school districts, adequate accounting systems and other essential financial 
records which shall be uniform for all of the school districts of this state.  Such uniform 
system shall include a method of accounting for and keeping records of all funds received, 
handled and disbursed by such school district, whether derived from taxation or otherwise, 
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including funds derived from donations, athletic events and other special activities of the 
school district.  The uniform system of accounts so prescribed and formulated by the State 
Department of Education shall be distributed and disseminated to all of the school districts 
of this state and it shall be mandatory that the boards of trustees of all such school districts 
install, utilize and follow said uniform system of accounts in keeping the financial records 
of the school district.  At the request of the Mississippi Department of Education, the Office 
of the State Auditor shall provide advice for implementation of this section. 
 
 (2)  The State Department of Education shall annually review its Accounting Manual 
for School Districts to determine whether it should make revisions that would assist 
districts in providing greater detail, clarity, and accuracy of district revenues and expenses.  
The department shall report any recommendations to the State Board of Education, the 
Mississippi House and Senate Education Committees, and the PEER Committee no later 
than December 14 of each year. 
 
 SECTION 7.  Section 37-41-13, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 37-41-13.  (1)  All routes shall be laid out so as to place all pupils entitled to 
transportation within a reasonable distance of same. No child entitled to transportation 
shall be required to walk a greater distance than one mile to reach the vehicle of 
transportation in the morning or to reach his home in the afternoon. 
 
 (2)  The State Department of Education shall develop guidance for districts to use 
in assessing and optimizing bus routes with the goal of improving transportation services 
and reducing costs. 
 
 SECTION 8.  Section 43-13-117, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 43-13-117.  (A)  Medicaid as authorized by this article shall include payment of part 
or all of the costs, at the discretion of the division, with approval of the Governor and the 
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services, of the following types of care and services 
rendered to eligible applicants who have been determined to be eligible for that care and 
services, within the limits of state appropriations and federal matching funds: 
 
  (1)  Inpatient hospital services. 
 
   (a)  The division is authorized to implement an All Patient Refined 
Diagnosis Related Groups (APR-DRG) reimbursement methodology for inpatient hospital 
services. 
 
   (b)  No service benefits or reimbursement limitations in this 
subsection (A)(1) shall apply to payments under an APR-DRG or Ambulatory Payment 
Classification (APC) model or a managed care program or similar model described in 
subsection (H) of this section unless specifically authorized by the division. 
 
  (2)  Outpatient hospital services. 
 
   (a)  Emergency services. 
 
   (b)  Other outpatient hospital services.  The division shall allow 
benefits for other medically necessary outpatient hospital services (such as 
chemotherapy, radiation, surgery and therapy), including outpatient services in a clinic or 
other facility that is not located inside the hospital, but that has been designated as an 
outpatient facility by the hospital, and that was in operation or under construction on July 
1, 2009, provided that the costs and charges associated with the operation of the hospital 
clinic are included in the hospital's cost report.  In addition, the Medicare thirty-five-mile 
rule will apply to those hospital clinics not located inside the hospital that are constructed 
after July 1, 2009.  Where the same services are reimbursed as clinic services, the division 
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may revise the rate or methodology of outpatient reimbursement to maintain consistency, 
efficiency, economy and quality of care. 
 
   (c)  The division is authorized to implement an Ambulatory Payment 
Classification (APC) methodology for outpatient hospital services.  The division shall give 
rural hospitals that have fifty (50) or fewer licensed beds the option to not be reimbursed 
for outpatient hospital services using the APC methodology, but reimbursement for 
outpatient hospital services provided by those hospitals shall be based on one hundred 
one percent (101%) of the rate established under Medicare for outpatient hospital 
services.  Those hospitals choosing to not be reimbursed under the APC methodology 
shall remain under cost-based reimbursement for a two-year period. 
 
   (d)  No service benefits or reimbursement limitations in this 
subsection (A)(2) shall apply to payments under an APR-DRG or APC model or a 
managed care program or similar model described in subsection (H) of this section unless 
specifically authorized by the division. 
 
  (3)  Laboratory and x-ray services. 
 
  (4)  Nursing facility services. 
 
   (a)  The division shall make full payment to nursing facilities for each 
day, not exceeding forty-two (42) days per year, that a patient is absent from the facility 
on home leave.  Payment may be made for the following home leave days in addition to 
the forty-two-day limitation:  Christmas, the day before Christmas, the day after Christmas, 
Thanksgiving, the day before Thanksgiving and the day after Thanksgiving. 
 
   (b)  From and after July 1, 1997, the division shall implement the 
integrated case-mix payment and quality monitoring system, which includes the fair rental 
system for property costs and in which recapture of depreciation is eliminated.  The 
division may reduce the payment for hospital leave and therapeutic home leave days to 
the lower of the case-mix category as computed for the resident on leave using the 
assessment being utilized for payment at that point in time, or a case-mix score of 1.000 
for nursing facilities, and shall compute case-mix scores of residents so that only services 
provided at the nursing facility are considered in calculating a facility's per diem. 
 
   (c)  From and after July 1, 1997, all state-owned nursing facilities shall 
be reimbursed on a full reasonable cost basis. 
 
   (d)  On or after January 1, 2015, the division shall update the 
case-mix payment system resource utilization grouper and classifications and fair rental 
reimbursement system.  The division shall develop and implement a payment add-on to 
reimburse nursing facilities for ventilator-dependent resident services. 
 
   (e)  The division shall develop and implement, not later than January 
1, 2001, a case-mix payment add-on determined by time studies and other valid statistical 
data that will reimburse a nursing facility for the additional cost of caring for a resident who 
has a diagnosis of Alzheimer's or other related dementia and exhibits symptoms that 
require special care.  Any such case-mix add-on payment shall be supported by a 
determination of additional cost.  The division shall also develop and implement as part of 
the fair rental reimbursement system for nursing facility beds, an Alzheimer's resident bed 
depreciation enhanced reimbursement system that will provide an incentive to encourage 
nursing facilities to convert or construct beds for residents with Alzheimer's or other related 
dementia. 
 
   (f)  The division shall develop and implement an assessment process 
for long-term care services.  The division may provide the assessment and related 
functions directly or through contract with the area agencies on aging. 
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 The division shall apply for necessary federal waivers to assure that additional 
services providing alternatives to nursing facility care are made available to applicants for 
nursing facility care. 
 
  (5)  Periodic screening and diagnostic services for individuals under age 
twenty-one (21) years as are needed to identify physical and mental defects and to 
provide health care treatment and other measures designed to correct or ameliorate 
defects and physical and mental illness and conditions discovered by the screening 
services, regardless of whether these services are included in the state plan.  The division 
may include in its periodic screening and diagnostic program those discretionary services 
authorized under the federal regulations adopted to implement Title XIX of the federal 
Social Security Act, as amended.  The division, in obtaining physical therapy services, 
occupational therapy services, and services for individuals with speech, hearing and 
language disorders, may enter into a cooperative agreement with the State Department 
of Education for the provision of those services to handicapped students by public school 
districts using state funds that are provided from the appropriation to the Department of 
Education to obtain federal matching funds through the division.  The division, in obtaining 
medical and mental health assessments, treatment, care and services for children who 
are in, or at risk of being put in, the custody of the Mississippi Department of Human 
Services may enter into a cooperative agreement with the Mississippi Department of 
Human Services for the provision of those services using state funds that are provided 
from the appropriation to the Department of Human Services to obtain federal matching 
funds through the division. 
 
  (6)  Physician services.  Fees for physician's services that are covered only 
by Medicaid shall be reimbursed at ninety percent (90%) of the rate established on 
January 1, 2018, and as may be adjusted each July thereafter, under Medicare.  The 
division may provide for a reimbursement rate for physician's services of up to one 
hundred percent (100%) of the rate established under Medicare for physician's services 
that are provided after the normal working hours of the physician, as determined in 
accordance with regulations of the division.  The division may reimburse eligible providers, 
as determined by the division, for certain primary care services at one hundred percent 
(100%) of the rate established under Medicare.  The division shall reimburse obstetricians 
and gynecologists for certain primary care services as defined by the division at one 
hundred percent (100%) of the rate established under Medicare. 
 
  (7)  (a)  Home health services for eligible persons, not to exceed in cost the 
prevailing cost of nursing facility services.  All home health visits must be precertified as 
required by the division.  In addition to physicians, certified registered nurse practitioners, 
physician assistants and clinical nurse specialists are authorized to prescribe or order 
home health services and plans of care, sign home health plans of care, certify and 
recertify eligibility for home health services and conduct the required initial face-to-face 
visit with the recipient of the services. 
 
   (b)  [Repealed] 
 
  (8)  Emergency medical transportation services as determined by the 
division. 
 
  (9)  Prescription drugs and other covered drugs and services as determined 
by the division. 
 
 The division shall establish a mandatory preferred drug list.  Drugs not on the 
mandatory preferred drug list shall be made available by utilizing prior authorization 
procedures established by the division. 
 
 The division may seek to establish relationships with other states in order to lower 
acquisition costs of prescription drugs to include single-source and innovator 
multiple-source drugs or generic drugs.  In addition, if allowed by federal law or regulation, 
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the division may seek to establish relationships with and negotiate with other countries to 
facilitate the acquisition of prescription drugs to include single-source and innovator 
multiple-source drugs or generic drugs, if that will lower the acquisition costs of those 
prescription drugs. 
 
 The division may allow for a combination of prescriptions for single-source and 
innovator multiple-source drugs and generic drugs to meet the needs of the beneficiaries. 
 
 The executive director may approve specific maintenance drugs for beneficiaries 
with certain medical conditions, which may be prescribed and dispensed in three-month 
supply increments. 
 
 Drugs prescribed for a resident of a psychiatric residential treatment facility must 
be provided in true unit doses when available.  The division may require that drugs not 
covered by Medicare Part D for a resident of a long-term care facility be provided in true 
unit doses when available.  Those drugs that were originally billed to the division but are 
not used by a resident in any of those facilities shall be returned to the billing pharmacy 
for credit to the division, in accordance with the guidelines of the State Board of Pharmacy 
and any requirements of federal law and regulation.  Drugs shall be dispensed to a 
recipient and only one (1) dispensing fee per month may be charged.  The division shall 
develop a methodology for reimbursing for restocked drugs, which shall include a restock 
fee as determined by the division not exceeding Seven Dollars and Eighty-two Cents 
($7.82). 
 
 Except for those specific maintenance drugs approved by the executive director, 
the division shall not reimburse for any portion of a prescription that exceeds a 
thirty-one-day supply of the drug based on the daily dosage. 
 
 The division is authorized to develop and implement a program of payment for 
additional pharmacist services as determined by the division. 
 
 All claims for drugs for dually eligible Medicare/Medicaid beneficiaries that are paid 
for by Medicare must be submitted to Medicare for payment before they may be 
processed by the division's online payment system. 
 
 The division shall develop a pharmacy policy in which drugs in tamper-resistant 
packaging that are prescribed for a resident of a nursing facility but are not dispensed to 
the resident shall be returned to the pharmacy and not billed to Medicaid, in accordance 
with guidelines of the State Board of Pharmacy. 
 
 The division shall develop and implement a method or methods by which the 
division will provide on a regular basis to Medicaid providers who are authorized to 
prescribe drugs, information about the costs to the Medicaid program of single-source 
drugs and innovator multiple-source drugs, and information about other drugs that may 
be prescribed as alternatives to those single-source drugs and innovator multiple-source 
drugs and the costs to the Medicaid program of those alternative drugs. 
 
 Notwithstanding any law or regulation, information obtained or maintained by the 
division regarding the prescription drug program, including trade secrets and 
manufacturer or labeler pricing, is confidential and not subject to disclosure except to other 
state agencies. 
 
 The dispensing fee for each new or refill prescription, including nonlegend or 
over-the-counter drugs covered by the division, shall be not less than Three Dollars and 
Ninety-one Cents ($3.91), as determined by the division. 
 
 The division shall not reimburse for single-source or innovator multiple-source 
drugs if there are equally effective generic equivalents available and if the generic 
equivalents are the least expensive. 
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 It is the intent of the Legislature that the pharmacists providers be reimbursed for 
the reasonable costs of filling and dispensing prescriptions for Medicaid beneficiaries. 
 
 The division shall allow certain drugs, including physician-administered drugs, and 
implantable drug system devices, and medical supplies, with limited distribution or limited 
access for beneficiaries and administered in an appropriate clinical setting, to be 
reimbursed as either a medical claim or pharmacy claim, as determined by the division. 
 
 It is the intent of the Legislature that the division and any managed care entity 
described in subsection (H) of this section encourage the use of 
Alpha-Hydroxyprogesterone Caproate (17P) to prevent recurrent preterm birth. 
 
  (10)  Dental and orthodontic services to be determined by the division. 
 
 The division shall increase the amount of the reimbursement rate for diagnostic 
and preventative dental services for each of the fiscal years 2022, 2023 and 2024 by five 
percent (5%) above the amount of the reimbursement rate for the previous fiscal year.  
The division shall increase the amount of the reimbursement rate for restorative dental 
services for each of the fiscal years 2023, 2024 and 2025 by five percent (5%) above the 
amount of the reimbursement rate for the previous fiscal year.  It is the intent of the 
Legislature that the reimbursement rate revision for preventative dental services will be 
an incentive to increase the number of dentists who actively provide Medicaid services.  
This dental services reimbursement rate revision shall be known as the "James Russell 
Dumas Medicaid Dental Services Incentive Program." 
 
 The Medical Care Advisory Committee, assisted by the Division of Medicaid, shall 
annually determine the effect of this incentive by evaluating the number of dentists who 
are Medicaid providers, the number who and the degree to which they are actively billing 
Medicaid, the geographic trends of where dentists are offering what types of Medicaid 
services and other statistics pertinent to the goals of this legislative intent.  This data shall 
annually be presented to the Chair of the Senate Medicaid Committee and the Chair of 
the House Medicaid Committee. 
 
 The division shall include dental services as a necessary component of overall 
health services provided to children who are eligible for services. 
 
  (11)  Eyeglasses for all Medicaid beneficiaries who have (a) had surgery on 
the eyeball or ocular muscle that results in a vision change for which eyeglasses or a 
change in eyeglasses is medically indicated within six (6) months of the surgery and is in 
accordance with policies established by the division, or (b) one (1) pair every five (5) years 
and in accordance with policies established by the division.  In either instance, the 
eyeglasses must be prescribed by a physician skilled in diseases of the eye or an 
optometrist, whichever the beneficiary may select. 
 
  (12)  Intermediate care facility services. 
 
   (a)  The division shall make full payment to all intermediate care 
facilities for individuals with intellectual disabilities for each day, not exceeding sixty-three 
(63) days per year, that a patient is absent from the facility on home leave.  Payment may 
be made for the following home leave days in addition to the sixty-three-day limitation:  
Christmas, the day before Christmas, the day after Christmas, Thanksgiving, the day 
before Thanksgiving and the day after Thanksgiving. 
 
   (b)  All state-owned intermediate care facilities for individuals with 
intellectual disabilities shall be reimbursed on a full reasonable cost basis. 
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   (c)  Effective January 1, 2015, the division shall update the fair rental 
reimbursement system for intermediate care facilities for individuals with intellectual 
disabilities. 
 
  (13)  Family planning services, including drugs, supplies and devices, when 
those services are under the supervision of a physician or nurse practitioner. 
 
  (14)  Clinic services.  Preventive, diagnostic, therapeutic, rehabilitative or 
palliative services that are furnished by a facility that is not part of a hospital but is 
organized and operated to provide medical care to outpatients.  Clinic services include, 
but are not limited to: 
 
   (a)  Services provided by ambulatory surgical centers (ACSs) as 
defined in Section 41-75-1(a); and 
 
   (b)  Dialysis center services. 
 
  (15)  Home- and community-based services for the elderly and disabled, as 
provided under Title XIX of the federal Social Security Act, as amended, under waivers, 
subject to the availability of funds specifically appropriated for that purpose by the 
Legislature. 
 
  (16)  Mental health services.  Certain services provided by a psychiatrist 
shall be reimbursed at up to one hundred percent (100%) of the Medicare rate.  Approved 
therapeutic and case management services (a) provided by an approved regional mental 
health/intellectual disability center established under Sections 41-19-31 through 41-19-39, 
or by another community mental health service provider meeting the requirements of the 
Department of Mental Health to be an approved mental health/intellectual disability center 
if determined necessary by the Department of Mental Health, using state funds that are 
provided in the appropriation to the division to match federal funds, or (b) provided by a 
facility that is certified by the State Department of Mental Health to provide therapeutic 
and case management services, to be reimbursed on a fee for service basis, or (c) 
provided in the community by a facility or program operated by the Department of Mental 
Health.  Any such services provided by a facility described in subparagraph (b) must have 
the prior approval of the division to be reimbursable under this section. 
 
  (17)  Durable medical equipment services and medical supplies.  
Precertification of durable medical equipment and medical supplies must be obtained as 
required by the division.  The Division of Medicaid may require durable medical equipment 
providers to obtain a surety bond in the amount and to the specifications as established 
by the Balanced Budget Act of 1997.  A maximum dollar amount of reimbursement for 
noninvasive ventilators or ventilation treatments properly ordered and being used in an 
appropriate care setting shall not be set by any health maintenance organization, 
coordinated care organization, provider-sponsored health plan, or other organization paid 
for services on a capitated basis by the division under any managed care program or 
coordinated care program implemented by the division under this section.  
Reimbursement by these organizations to durable medical equipment suppliers for home 
use of noninvasive and invasive ventilators shall be on a continuous monthly payment 
basis for the duration of medical need throughout a patient's valid prescription period. 
 
  (18)  (a)  Notwithstanding any other provision of this section to the contrary, 
as provided in the Medicaid state plan amendment or amendments as defined in Section 
43-13-145(10), the division shall make additional reimbursement to hospitals that serve a 
disproportionate share of low-income patients and that meet the federal requirements for 
those payments as provided in Section 1923 of the federal Social Security Act and any 
applicable regulations.  It is the intent of the Legislature that the division shall draw down 
all available federal funds allotted to the state for disproportionate share hospitals.  
However, from and after January 1, 1999, public hospitals participating in the Medicaid 
disproportionate share program may be required to participate in an intergovernmental 
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transfer program as provided in Section 1903 of the federal Social Security Act and any 
applicable regulations. 
 
   (b)  (i)  1.  The division may establish a Medicare Upper Payment 
Limits Program, as defined in Section 1902(a)(30) of the federal Social Security Act and 
any applicable federal regulations, or an allowable delivery system or provider payment 
initiative authorized under 42 CFR 438.6(c), for hospitals, nursing facilities and physicians 
employed or contracted by hospitals. 
 
     2.  The division shall establish a Medicaid Supplemental 
Payment Program, as permitted by the federal Social Security Act and a comparable 
allowable delivery system or provider payment initiative authorized under 42 CFR 
438.6(c), for emergency ambulance transportation providers in accordance with this 
subsection (A)(18)(b).  
 
    (ii)  The division shall assess each hospital, nursing facility, and 
emergency ambulance transportation provider for the sole purpose of financing the state 
portion of the Medicare Upper Payment Limits Program or other program(s) authorized 
under this subsection (A)(18)(b).  The hospital assessment shall be as provided in Section 
43-13-145(4)(a), and the nursing facility and the emergency ambulance transportation 
assessments, if established, shall be based on Medicaid utilization or other appropriate 
method, as determined by the division, consistent with federal regulations.  The 
assessments will remain in effect as long as the state participates in the Medicare Upper 
Payment Limits Program or other program(s) authorized under this subsection (A)(18)(b).  
In addition to the hospital assessment provided in Section 43-13-145(4)(a), hospitals with 
physicians participating in the Medicare Upper Payment Limits Program or other 
program(s) authorized under this subsection (A)(18)(b) shall be required to participate in 
an intergovernmental transfer or assessment, as determined by the division, for the 
purpose of financing the state portion of the physician UPL payments or other payment(s) 
authorized under this subsection (A)(18)(b). 
 
    (iii)  Subject to approval by the Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services (CMS) and the provisions of this subsection (A)(18)(b), the division 
shall make additional reimbursement to hospitals, nursing facilities, and emergency 
ambulance transportation providers for the Medicare Upper Payment Limits Program or 
other program(s) authorized under this subsection (A)(18)(b), and, if the program is 
established for physicians, shall make additional reimbursement for physicians, as 
defined in Section 1902(a)(30) of the federal Social Security Act and any applicable 
federal regulations, provided the assessment in this subsection (A)(18)(b) is in effect. 
 
    (iv)  Notwithstanding any other provision of this article to the 
contrary, effective upon implementation of the Mississippi Hospital Access Program 
(MHAP) provided in subparagraph (c)(i) below, the hospital portion of the inpatient Upper 
Payment Limits Program shall transition into and be replaced by the MHAP program.  
However, the division is authorized to develop and implement an alternative 
fee-for-service Upper Payment Limits model in accordance with federal laws and 
regulations if necessary to preserve supplemental funding.  Further, the division, in 
consultation with the hospital industry shall develop alternative models for distribution of 
medical claims and supplemental payments for inpatient and outpatient hospital services, 
and such models may include, but shall not be limited to the following:  increasing rates 
for inpatient and outpatient services; creating a low-income utilization pool of funds to 
reimburse hospitals for the costs of uncompensated care, charity care and bad debts as 
permitted and approved pursuant to federal regulations and the Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services; supplemental payments based upon Medicaid utilization, quality, 
service lines and/or costs of providing such services to Medicaid beneficiaries and to 
uninsured patients.  The goals of such payment models shall be to ensure access to 
inpatient and outpatient care and to maximize any federal funds that are available to 
reimburse hospitals for services provided.  Any such documents required to achieve the 
goals described in this paragraph shall be submitted to the Centers for Medicare and 
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Medicaid Services, with a proposed effective date of July 1, 2019, to the extent possible, 
but in no event shall the effective date of such payment models be later than July 1, 2020.  
The Chairmen of the Senate and House Medicaid Committees shall be provided a copy 
of the proposed payment model(s) prior to submission.  Effective July 1, 2018, and until 
such time as any payment model(s) as described above become effective, the division, in 
consultation with the hospital industry, is authorized to implement a transitional program 
for inpatient and outpatient payments and/or supplemental payments (including, but not 
limited to, MHAP and directed payments), to redistribute available supplemental funds 
among hospital providers, provided that when compared to a hospital's prior year 
supplemental payments, supplemental payments made pursuant to any such transitional 
program shall not result in a decrease of more than five percent (5%) and shall not 
increase by more than the amount needed to maximize the distribution of the available 
funds. 
 
    (v)  1.  To preserve and improve access to ambulance 
transportation provider services, the division shall seek CMS approval to make ambulance 
service access payments as set forth in this subsection (A)(18)(b) for all covered 
emergency ambulance services rendered on or after July 1, 2022, and shall make such 
ambulance service access payments for all covered services rendered on or after the 
effective date of CMS approval. 
 
     2.  The division shall calculate the ambulance service 
access payment amount as the balance of the portion of the Medical Care Fund related 
to ambulance transportation service provider assessments plus any federal matching 
funds earned on the balance, up to, but not to exceed, the upper payment limit gap for all 
emergency ambulance service providers. 
 
     3.  a.  Except for ambulance services exempt from the 
assessment provided in this paragraph (18)(b), all ambulance transportation service 
providers shall be eligible for ambulance service access payments each state fiscal year 
as set forth in this paragraph (18)(b). 
 
      b.  In addition to any other funds paid to 
ambulance transportation service providers for emergency medical services provided to 
Medicaid beneficiaries, each eligible ambulance transportation service provider shall 
receive ambulance service access payments each state fiscal year equal to the 
ambulance transportation service provider's upper payment limit gap.  Subject to approval 
by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services, ambulance service access payments 
shall be made no less than on a quarterly basis. 
 
      c.  As used in this paragraph (18)(b)(v), the term 
"upper payment limit gap" means the difference between the total amount that the 
ambulance transportation service provider received from Medicaid and the average 
amount that the ambulance transportation service provider would have received from 
commercial insurers for those services reimbursed by Medicaid. 
 
     4.  An ambulance service access payment shall not be 
used to offset any other payment by the division for emergency or nonemergency services 
to Medicaid beneficiaries. 
 
   (c)  (i)  Not later than December l, 2015, the division shall, subject to 
approval by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS), establish, implement 
and operate a Mississippi Hospital Access Program (MHAP) for the purpose of protecting 
patient access to hospital care through hospital inpatient reimbursement programs 
provided in this section designed to maintain total hospital reimbursement for inpatient 
services rendered by in-state hospitals and the out-of-state hospital that is authorized by 
federal law to submit intergovernmental transfers (IGTs) to the State of Mississippi and is 
classified as Level I trauma center located in a county contiguous to the state line at the 
maximum levels permissible under applicable federal statutes and regulations, at which 



SENATE JOURNAL 
THURSDAY, MARCH 6, 2025 

 

1120 

time the current inpatient Medicare Upper Payment Limits (UPL) Program for hospital 
inpatient services shall transition to the MHAP. 
 
    (ii)  Subject to approval by the Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services (CMS), the MHAP shall provide increased inpatient capitation (PMPM) 
payments to managed care entities contracting with the division pursuant to subsection 
(H) of this section to support availability of hospital services or such other payments 
permissible under federal law necessary to accomplish the intent of this subsection. 
 
    (iii)  The intent of this subparagraph (c) is that effective for all 
inpatient hospital Medicaid services during state fiscal year 2016, and so long as this 
provision shall remain in effect hereafter, the division shall to the fullest extent feasible 
replace the additional reimbursement for hospital inpatient services under the inpatient 
Medicare Upper Payment Limits (UPL) Program with additional reimbursement under the 
MHAP and other payment programs for inpatient and/or outpatient payments which may 
be developed under the authority of this paragraph. 
 
    (iv)  The division shall assess each hospital as provided in 
Section 43-13-145(4)(a) for the purpose of financing the state portion of the MHAP, 
supplemental payments and such other purposes as specified in Section 43-13-145.  The 
assessment will remain in effect as long as the MHAP and supplemental payments are in 
effect. 
 
  (19)  (a)  Perinatal risk management services.  The division shall promulgate 
regulations to be effective from and after October 1, 1988, to establish a comprehensive 
perinatal system for risk assessment of all pregnant and infant Medicaid recipients and 
for management, education and follow-up for those who are determined to be at risk.  
Services to be performed include case management, nutrition assessment/counseling, 
psychosocial assessment/counseling and health education.  The division shall contract 
with the State Department of Health to provide services within this paragraph (Perinatal 
High Risk Management/Infant Services System (PHRM/ISS)).  The State Department of 
Health shall be reimbursed on a full reasonable cost basis for services provided under 
this subparagraph (a). 
 
   (b)  Early intervention system services.  The division shall cooperate 
with the State Department of Health, acting as lead agency, in the development and 
implementation of a statewide system of delivery of early intervention services, under Part 
C of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA).  The State Department of 
Health shall certify annually in writing to the executive director of the division the dollar 
amount of state early intervention funds available that will be utilized as a certified match 
for Medicaid matching funds.  Those funds then shall be used to provide expanded 
targeted case management services for Medicaid eligible children with special needs who 
are eligible for the state's early intervention system.  Qualifications for persons providing 
service coordination shall be determined by the State Department of Health and the 
Division of Medicaid. 
 
  (20)  Home- and community-based services for physically disabled 
approved services as allowed by a waiver from the United States Department of Health 
and Human Services for home- and community-based services for physically disabled 
people using state funds that are provided from the appropriation to the State Department 
of Rehabilitation Services and used to match federal funds under a cooperative 
agreement between the division and the department, provided that funds for these 
services are specifically appropriated to the Department of Rehabilitation Services. 
 
  (21)  Nurse practitioner services.  Services furnished by a registered nurse 
who is licensed and certified by the Mississippi Board of Nursing as a nurse practitioner, 
including, but not limited to, nurse anesthetists, nurse midwives, family nurse practitioners, 
family planning nurse practitioners, pediatric nurse practitioners, obstetrics-gynecology 
nurse practitioners and neonatal nurse practitioners, under regulations adopted by the 
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division.  Reimbursement for those services shall not exceed ninety percent (90%) of the 
reimbursement rate for comparable services rendered by a physician.  The division may 
provide for a reimbursement rate for nurse practitioner services of up to one hundred 
percent (100%) of the reimbursement rate for comparable services rendered by a 
physician for nurse practitioner services that are provided after the normal working hours 
of the nurse practitioner, as determined in accordance with regulations of the division. 
 
  (22)  Ambulatory services delivered in federally qualified health centers, rural 
health centers and clinics of the local health departments of the State Department of 
Health for individuals eligible for Medicaid under this article based on reasonable costs as 
determined by the division.  Federally qualified health centers shall be reimbursed by the 
Medicaid prospective payment system as approved by the Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services.  The division shall recognize federally qualified health centers 
(FQHCs), rural health clinics (RHCs) and community mental health centers (CMHCs) as 
both an originating and distant site provider for the purposes of telehealth reimbursement.  
The division is further authorized and directed to reimburse FQHCs, RHCs and CMHCs 
for both distant site and originating site services when such services are appropriately 
provided by the same organization. 
 
  (23)  Inpatient psychiatric services. 
 
   (a)  Inpatient psychiatric services to be determined by the division for 
recipients under age twenty-one (21) that are provided under the direction of a physician 
in an inpatient program in a licensed acute care psychiatric facility or in a licensed 
psychiatric residential treatment facility, before the recipient reaches age twenty-one (21) 
or, if the recipient was receiving the services immediately before he or she reached age 
twenty-one (21), before the earlier of the date he or she no longer requires the services 
or the date he or she reaches age twenty-two (22), as provided by federal regulations.  
From and after January 1, 2015, the division shall update the fair rental reimbursement 
system for psychiatric residential treatment facilities.  Precertification of inpatient days and 
residential treatment days must be obtained as required by the division.  From and after 
July 1, 2009, all state-owned and state-operated facilities that provide inpatient psychiatric 
services to persons under age twenty-one (21) who are eligible for Medicaid 
reimbursement shall be reimbursed for those services on a full reasonable cost basis. 
 
   (b)  The division may reimburse for services provided by a licensed 
freestanding psychiatric hospital to Medicaid recipients over the age of twenty-one (21) in 
a method and manner consistent with the provisions of Section 43-13-117.5. 
 
  (24)  [Deleted] 
 
  (25)  [Deleted] 
 
  (26)  Hospice care.  As used in this paragraph, the term "hospice care" 
means a coordinated program of active professional medical attention within the home 
and outpatient and inpatient care that treats the terminally ill patient and family as a unit, 
employing a medically directed interdisciplinary team.  The program provides relief of 
severe pain or other physical symptoms and supportive care to meet the special needs 
arising out of physical, psychological, spiritual, social and economic stresses that are 
experienced during the final stages of illness and during dying and bereavement and 
meets the Medicare requirements for participation as a hospice as provided in federal 
regulations. 
 
  (27)  Group health plan premiums and cost-sharing if it is cost-effective as 
defined by the United States Secretary of Health and Human Services. 
 
  (28)  Other health insurance premiums that are cost-effective as defined by 
the United States Secretary of Health and Human Services.  Medicare eligible must have 
Medicare Part B before other insurance premiums can be paid. 
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  (29)  The Division of Medicaid may apply for a waiver from the United States 
Department of Health and Human Services for home- and community-based services for 
developmentally disabled people using state funds that are provided from the 
appropriation to the State Department of Mental Health and/or funds transferred to the 
department by a political subdivision or instrumentality of the state and used to match 
federal funds under a cooperative agreement between the division and the department, 
provided that funds for these services are specifically appropriated to the Department of 
Mental Health and/or transferred to the department by a political subdivision or 
instrumentality of the state. 
 
  (30)  Pediatric skilled nursing services as determined by the division and in 
a manner consistent with regulations promulgated by the Mississippi State Department of 
Health. 
 
  (31)  Targeted case management services for children with special needs, 
under waivers from the United States Department of Health and Human Services, using 
state funds that are provided from the appropriation to the Mississippi Department of 
Human Services and used to match federal funds under a cooperative agreement 
between the division and the department. 
 
  (32)  Care and services provided in Christian Science Sanatoria listed and 
certified by the Commission for Accreditation of Christian Science Nursing 
Organizations/Facilities, Inc., rendered in connection with treatment by prayer or spiritual 
means to the extent that those services are subject to reimbursement under Section 1903 
of the federal Social Security Act. 
 
  (33)  Podiatrist services. 
 
  (34)  Assisted living services as provided through  home- and 
community-based services under Title XIX of the federal Social Security Act, as amended, 
subject to the availability of funds specifically appropriated for that purpose by the 
Legislature. 
 
  (35)  Services and activities authorized in Sections 43-27-101 and 
43-27-103, using state funds that are provided from the appropriation to the Mississippi 
Department of Human Services and used to match federal funds under a cooperative 
agreement between the division and the department. 
 
  (36)  Nonemergency transportation services for Medicaid-eligible persons 
as determined by the division.  The PEER Committee shall conduct a performance 
evaluation of the nonemergency transportation program to evaluate the administration of 
the program and the providers of transportation services to determine the most 
cost-effective ways of providing nonemergency transportation services to the patients 
served under the program.  The performance evaluation shall be completed and provided 
to the members of the Senate Medicaid Committee and the House Medicaid Committee 
not later than January 1, 2019, and every two (2) years after the implementation date of 
each new contract thereafter. 
 
  (37)  [Deleted] 
 
  (38)  Chiropractic services.  A chiropractor's manual manipulation of the 
spine to correct a subluxation, if x-ray demonstrates that a subluxation exists and if the 
subluxation has resulted in a neuromusculoskeletal condition for which manipulation is 
appropriate treatment, and related spinal x-rays performed to document these conditions.  
Reimbursement for chiropractic services shall not exceed Seven Hundred Dollars 
($700.00) per year per beneficiary. 
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  (39)  Dually eligible Medicare/Medicaid beneficiaries.  The division shall pay 
the Medicare deductible and coinsurance amounts for services available under Medicare, 
as determined by the division.  From and after July 1, 2009, the division shall reimburse 
crossover claims for inpatient hospital services and crossover claims covered under 
Medicare Part B in the same manner that was in effect on January 1, 2008, unless 
specifically authorized by the Legislature to change this method. 
 
  (40)  [Deleted] 
 
  (41)  Services provided by the State Department of Rehabilitation Services 
for the care and rehabilitation of persons with spinal cord injuries or traumatic brain 
injuries, as allowed under waivers from the United States Department of Health and 
Human Services, using up to seventy-five percent (75%) of the funds that are appropriated 
to the Department of Rehabilitation Services from the Spinal Cord and Head Injury Trust 
Fund established under Section 37-33-261 and used to match federal funds under a 
cooperative agreement between the division and the department. 
 
  (42)  [Deleted] 
 
  (43)  The division shall provide reimbursement, according to a payment 
schedule developed by the division, for smoking cessation medications for pregnant 
women during their pregnancy and other Medicaid-eligible women who are of 
child-bearing age. 
 
  (44)  Nursing facility services for the severely disabled. 
 
   (a)  Severe disabilities include, but are not limited to, spinal cord 
injuries, closed-head injuries and ventilator-dependent patients. 
 
   (b)  Those services must be provided in a long-term care nursing 
facility dedicated to the care and treatment of persons with severe disabilities. 
 
  (45)  Physician assistant services.  Services furnished by a physician 
assistant who is licensed by the State Board of Medical Licensure and is practicing with 
physician supervision under regulations adopted by the board, under regulations adopted 
by the division.  Reimbursement for those services shall not exceed ninety percent (90%) 
of the reimbursement rate for comparable services rendered by a physician.  The division 
may provide for a reimbursement rate for physician assistant services of up to one 
hundred percent (100%) or the reimbursement rate for comparable services rendered by 
a physician for physician assistant services that are provided after the normal working 
hours of the physician assistant, as determined in accordance with regulations of the 
division. 
 
  (46)  The division shall make application to the federal  Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Services (CMS) for a waiver to develop and provide services for children 
with serious emotional disturbances as defined in Section 43-14-1(1), which may include 
home- and community-based services, case management services or managed care 
services through mental health providers certified by the Department of Mental Health.  
The division may implement and provide services under this waivered program only if 
funds for these services are specifically appropriated for this purpose by the Legislature, 
or if funds are voluntarily provided by affected agencies. 
 
  (47)  (a)  The division may develop and implement disease management 
programs for individuals with high-cost chronic diseases and conditions, including the use 
of grants, waivers, demonstrations or other projects as necessary. 
 
   (b)  Participation in any disease management program implemented 
under this paragraph (47) is optional with the individual.  An individual must affirmatively 
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elect to participate in the disease management program in order to participate, and may 
elect to discontinue participation in the program at any time. 
 
  (48)  Pediatric long-term acute care hospital services. 
 
   (a)  Pediatric long-term acute care hospital services means services 
provided to eligible persons under twenty-one (21) years of age by a freestanding 
Medicare-certified hospital that has an average length of inpatient stay greater than 
twenty-five (25) days and that is primarily engaged in providing chronic or long-term 
medical care to persons under twenty-one (21) years of age. 
 
   (b)  The services under this paragraph (48) shall be reimbursed as a 
separate category of hospital services. 
 
  (49)  The division may establish copayments and/or coinsurance for any 
Medicaid services for which copayments and/or coinsurance are allowable under federal 
law or regulation. 
 
  (50)  Services provided by the State Department of Rehabilitation Services 
for the care and rehabilitation of persons who are deaf and blind, as allowed under waivers 
from the United States Department of Health and Human Services to provide home- and 
community-based services using state funds that are provided from the appropriation to 
the State Department of Rehabilitation Services or if funds are voluntarily provided by 
another agency. 
 
  (51)  Upon determination of Medicaid eligibility and in association with 
annual redetermination of Medicaid eligibility, beneficiaries shall be encouraged to 
undertake a physical examination that will establish a base-line level of health and 
identification of a usual and customary source of care (a medical home) to aid utilization 
of disease management tools.  This physical examination and utilization of these disease 
management tools shall be consistent with current United States Preventive Services Task 
Force or other recognized authority recommendations. 
 
 For persons who are determined ineligible for Medicaid, the division will provide 
information and direction for accessing medical care and services in the area of their 
residence. 
 
  (52)  Notwithstanding any provisions of this article, the division may pay 
enhanced reimbursement fees related to trauma care, as determined by the division in 
conjunction with the State Department of Health, using funds appropriated to the State 
Department of Health for trauma care and services and used to match federal funds under 
a cooperative agreement between the division and the State Department of Health.  The 
division, in conjunction with the State Department of Health, may use grants, waivers, 
demonstrations, enhanced reimbursements, Upper Payment Limits Programs, 
supplemental payments, or other projects as necessary in the development and 
implementation of this reimbursement program. 
 
  (53)  Targeted case management services for high-cost beneficiaries may 
be developed by the division for all services under this section. 
 
  (54)  [Deleted] 
 
  (55)  Therapy services.  The plan of care for therapy services may be 
developed to cover a period of treatment for up to six (6) months, but in no event shall the 
plan of care exceed a six-month period of treatment.  The projected period of treatment 
must be indicated on the initial plan of care and must be updated with each subsequent 
revised plan of care.  Based on medical necessity, the division shall approve certification 
periods for less than or up to six (6) months, but in no event shall the certification period 
exceed the period of treatment indicated on the plan of care.  The appeal process for any 
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reduction in therapy services shall be consistent with the appeal process in federal 
regulations. 
 
  (56)  Prescribed pediatric extended care centers services for medically 
dependent or technologically dependent children with complex medical conditions that 
require continual care as prescribed by the child's attending physician, as determined by 
the division. 
 
  (57)  No Medicaid benefit shall restrict coverage for medically appropriate 
treatment prescribed by a physician and agreed to by a fully informed individual, or if the 
individual lacks legal capacity to consent by a person who has legal authority to consent 
on his or her behalf, based on an individual's diagnosis with a terminal condition.  As used 
in this paragraph (57), "terminal condition" means any aggressive malignancy, chronic 
end-stage cardiovascular or cerebral vascular disease, or any other disease, illness or 
condition which a physician diagnoses as terminal. 
 
  (58)  Treatment services for persons with opioid dependency or other highly 
addictive substance use disorders.  The division is authorized to reimburse eligible 
providers for treatment of opioid dependency and other highly addictive substance use 
disorders, as determined by the division.  Treatment related to these conditions shall not 
count against any physician visit limit imposed under this section. 
 
  (59)  The division shall allow beneficiaries between the ages of ten (10) and 
eighteen (18) years to receive vaccines through a pharmacy venue.  The division and the 
State Department of Health shall coordinate and notify OB-GYN providers that the 
Vaccines for Children program is available to providers free of charge. 
 
  (60)  Border city university-affiliated pediatric teaching hospital. 
 
   (a)  Payments may only be made to a border city university-affiliated 
pediatric teaching hospital if the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) 
approve an increase in the annual request for the provider payment initiative authorized 
under 42 CFR Section 438.6(c) in an amount equal to or greater than the estimated annual 
payment to be made to the border city university-affiliated pediatric teaching hospital.  The 
estimate shall be based on the hospital's prior year Mississippi managed care utilization. 
 
   (b)  As used in this paragraph (60), the term "border city 
university-affiliated pediatric teaching hospital" means an out-of-state hospital located 
within a city bordering the eastern bank of the Mississippi River and the State of 
Mississippi that submits to the division a copy of a current and effective affiliation 
agreement with an accredited university and other documentation establishing that the 
hospital is university-affiliated, is licensed and designated as a pediatric hospital or 
pediatric primary hospital within its home state, maintains at least five (5) different 
pediatric specialty training programs, and maintains at least one hundred (100) operated 
beds dedicated exclusively for the treatment of patients under the age of twenty-one (21) 
years. 
 
   (c)  The cost of providing services to Mississippi Medicaid 
beneficiaries under the age of twenty-one (21) years who are treated by a border city 
university-affiliated pediatric teaching hospital shall not exceed the cost of providing the 
same services to individuals in hospitals in the state. 
 
   (d)  It is the intent of the Legislature that payments shall not result in 
any in-state hospital receiving payments lower than they would otherwise receive if not 
for the payments made to any border city university-affiliated pediatric teaching hospital. 
 
   (e)  This paragraph (60) shall stand repealed on July 1, * * * 2029. 
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 (B)  Planning and development districts participating in the home- and 
community-based services program for the elderly and disabled as case management 
providers shall be reimbursed for case management services at the maximum rate 
approved by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS).  
 
 (C)  The division may pay to those providers who participate in and accept patient 
referrals from the division's emergency room redirection program a percentage, as 
determined by the division, of savings achieved according to the performance measures 
and reduction of costs required of that program.  Federally qualified health centers may 
participate in the emergency room redirection program, and the division may pay those 
centers a percentage of any savings to the Medicaid program achieved by the centers' 
accepting patient referrals through the program, as provided in this subsection (C). 
 
 (D)  (1)  As used in this subsection (D), the following terms shall be defined as 
provided in this paragraph, except as otherwise provided in this subsection: 
 
   (a)  "Committees" means the Medicaid Committees of the House of 
Representatives and the Senate, and "committee" means either one of those committees. 
 
   (b)  "Rate change" means an increase, decrease or other change in 
the payments or rates of reimbursement, or a change in any payment methodology that 
results in an increase, decrease or other change in the payments or rates of 
reimbursement, to any Medicaid provider that renders any services authorized to be 
provided to Medicaid recipients under this article. 
 
  (2)  Whenever the Division of Medicaid proposes a rate change, the division 
shall give notice to the chairmen of the committees at least thirty (30) calendar days before 
the proposed rate change is scheduled to take effect.  The division shall furnish the 
chairmen with a concise summary of each proposed rate change along with the notice, 
and shall furnish the chairmen with a copy of any proposed rate change upon request.  
The division also shall provide a summary and copy of any proposed rate change to any 
other member of the Legislature upon request. 
 
  (3)  If the chairman of either committee or both chairmen jointly object to the 
proposed rate change or any part thereof, the chairman or chairmen shall notify the 
division and provide the reasons for their objection in writing not later than seven (7) 
calendar days after receipt of the notice from the division.  The chairman or chairmen may 
make written recommendations to the division for changes to be made to a proposed rate 
change. 
 
  (4)  (a)  The chairman of either committee or both chairmen jointly may hold 
a committee meeting to review a proposed rate change.  If either chairman or both 
chairmen decide to hold a meeting, they shall notify the division of their intention in writing 
within seven (7) calendar days after receipt of the notice from the division, and shall set 
the date and time for the meeting in their notice to the division, which shall not be later 
than fourteen (14) calendar days after receipt of the notice from the division. 
 
   (b)  After the committee meeting, the committee or committees may 
object to the proposed rate change or any part thereof.  The committee or committees 
shall notify the division and the reasons for their objection in writing not later than seven 
(7) calendar days after the meeting.  The committee or committees may make written 
recommendations to the division for changes to be made to a proposed rate change. 
 
  (5)  If both chairmen notify the division in writing within seven (7) calendar 
days after receipt of the notice from the division that they do not object to the proposed 
rate change and will not be holding a meeting to review the proposed rate change, the 
proposed rate change will take effect on the original date as scheduled by the division or 
on such other date as specified by the division. 
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  (6)  (a)  If there are any objections to a proposed rate change or any part 
thereof from either or both of the chairmen or the committees, the division may withdraw 
the proposed rate change, make any of the recommended changes to the proposed rate 
change, or not make any changes to the proposed rate change. 
 
   (b)  If the division does not make any changes to the proposed rate 
change, it shall notify the chairmen of that fact in writing, and the proposed rate change 
shall take effect on the original date as scheduled by the division or on such other date as 
specified by the division. 
 
   (c)  If the division makes any changes to the proposed rate change, 
the division shall notify the chairmen of its actions in writing, and the revised proposed 
rate change shall take effect on the date as specified by the division. 
 
  (7)  Nothing in this subsection (D) shall be construed as giving the chairmen 
or the committees any authority to veto, nullify or revise any rate change proposed by the 
division.  The authority of the chairmen or the committees under this subsection shall be 
limited to reviewing, making objections to and making recommendations for changes to 
rate changes proposed by the division. 
 
 (E)  Notwithstanding any provision of this article, no new groups or categories of 
recipients and new types of care and services may be added without enabling legislation 
from the Mississippi Legislature, except that the division may authorize those changes 
without enabling legislation when the addition of recipients or services is ordered by a 
court of proper authority. 
 
 (F)  The executive director shall keep the Governor advised on a timely basis of 
the funds available for expenditure and the projected expenditures.  Notwithstanding any 
other provisions of this article, if current or projected expenditures of the division are 
reasonably anticipated to exceed the amount of funds appropriated to the division for any 
fiscal year, the Governor, after consultation with the executive director, shall take all 
appropriate measures to reduce costs, which may include, but are not limited to: 
 
  (1)  Reducing or discontinuing any or all services that are deemed to be 
optional under Title XIX of the Social Security Act; 
 
  (2)  Reducing reimbursement rates for any or all service types; 
 
  (3)  Imposing additional assessments on health care providers; or 
 
  (4)  Any additional cost-containment measures deemed appropriate by the 
Governor. 
 
 To the extent allowed under federal law, any reduction to services or 
reimbursement rates under this subsection (F) shall be accompanied by a reduction, to 
the fullest allowable amount, to the profit margin and administrative fee portions of 
capitated payments to organizations described in paragraph (1) of subsection (H). 
 
 Beginning in fiscal year 2010 and in fiscal years thereafter, when Medicaid 
expenditures are projected to exceed funds available for the fiscal year, the division shall 
submit the expected shortfall information to the PEER Committee not later than December 
1 of the year in which the shortfall is projected to occur.  PEER shall review the 
computations of the division and report its findings to the Legislative Budget Office not 
later than January 7 in any year. 
 
 (G)  Notwithstanding any other provision of this article, it shall be the duty of each 
provider participating in the Medicaid program to keep and maintain books, documents 
and other records as prescribed by the Division of Medicaid in accordance with federal 
laws and regulations. 
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 (H)  (1)  Notwithstanding any other provision of this article, the division is authorized 
to implement (a) a managed care program, (b) a coordinated care program, (c) a 
coordinated care organization program, (d) a health maintenance organization program, 
(e) a patient-centered medical home program, (f) an accountable care organization 
program, (g) provider-sponsored health plan, or (h) any combination of the above 
programs.  As a condition for the approval of any program under this subsection (H)(1), 
the division shall require that no managed care program, coordinated care program, 
coordinated care organization program, health maintenance organization program, or 
provider-sponsored health plan may: 
 
   (a)  Pay providers at a rate that is less than the Medicaid All Patient 
Refined Diagnosis Related Groups (APR-DRG) reimbursement rate; 
 
   (b)  Override the medical decisions of hospital physicians or staff 
regarding patients admitted to a hospital for an emergency medical condition as defined 
by 42 US Code Section 1395dd.  This restriction (b) does not prohibit the retrospective 
review of the appropriateness of the determination that an emergency medical condition 
exists by chart review or coding algorithm, nor does it prohibit prior authorization for 
nonemergency hospital admissions; 
 
   (c)  Pay providers at a rate that is less than the normal Medicaid 
reimbursement rate.  It is the intent of the Legislature that all managed care entities 
described in this subsection (H), in collaboration with the division, develop and implement 
innovative payment models that incentivize improvements in health care quality, 
outcomes, or value, as determined by the division.  Participation in the provider network 
of any managed care, coordinated care, provider-sponsored health plan, or similar 
contractor shall not be conditioned on the provider's agreement to accept such alternative 
payment models; 
 
   (d)  Implement a prior authorization and utilization review program for 
medical services, transportation services and prescription drugs that is more stringent 
than the prior authorization processes used by the division in its administration of the 
Medicaid program.  Not later than December 2, 2021, the contractors that are receiving 
capitated payments under a managed care delivery system established under this 
subsection (H) shall submit a report to the Chairmen of the House and Senate Medicaid 
Committees on the status of the prior authorization and utilization review program for 
medical services, transportation services and prescription drugs that is required to be 
implemented under this subparagraph (d); 
 
   (e)  [Deleted] 
 
   (f)  Implement a preferred drug list that is more stringent than the 
mandatory preferred drug list established by the division under subsection (A)(9) of this 
section; 
 
   (g)  Implement a policy which denies beneficiaries with hemophilia 
access to the federally funded hemophilia treatment centers as part of the Medicaid 
Managed Care network of providers. 
 
 Each health maintenance organization, coordinated care organization, 
provider-sponsored health plan, or other organization paid for services on a capitated 
basis by the division under any managed care program or coordinated care program 
implemented by the division under this section shall use a clear set of level of care 
guidelines in the determination of medical necessity and in all utilization management 
practices, including the prior authorization process, concurrent reviews, retrospective 
reviews and payments, that are consistent with widely accepted professional standards 
of care.  Organizations participating in a managed care program or coordinated care 
program implemented by the division may not use any additional criteria that would result 
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in denial of care that would be determined appropriate and, therefore, medically necessary 
under those levels of care guidelines. 
 
  (2)  Notwithstanding any provision of this section, the recipients eligible for 
enrollment into a Medicaid Managed Care Program authorized under this subsection (H) 
may include only those categories of recipients eligible for participation in the Medicaid 
Managed Care Program as of January 1, 2021, the Children's Health Insurance Program 
(CHIP), and the CMS-approved Section 1115 demonstration waivers in operation as of 
January 1, 2021.  No expansion of Medicaid Managed Care Program contracts may be 
implemented by the division without enabling legislation from the Mississippi Legislature. 
 
  (3)  (a)  Any contractors receiving capitated payments under a managed 
care delivery system established in this section shall provide to the Legislature and the 
division statistical data to be shared with provider groups in order to improve patient 
access, appropriate utilization, cost savings and health outcomes not later than October 
1 of each year.  Additionally, each contractor shall disclose to the Chairmen of the Senate 
and House Medicaid Committees the administrative expenses costs for the prior calendar 
year, and the number of full-equivalent employees located in the State of Mississippi 
dedicated to the Medicaid and CHIP lines of business as of June 30 of the current year. 
 
   (b)  The division and the contractors participating in the managed care 
program, a coordinated care program or a provider-sponsored health plan shall be subject 
to annual program reviews or audits performed by the Office of the State Auditor, the 
PEER Committee, the Department of Insurance and/or independent third parties. 
 
   (c)  Those reviews shall include, but not be limited to, at least two (2) 
of the following items: 
 
    (i)  The financial benefit to the State of Mississippi of the 
managed care program, 
 
    (ii)  The difference between the premiums paid to the managed 
care contractors and the payments made by those contractors to health care providers, 
 
    (iii)  Compliance with performance measures required under 
the contracts, 
 
    (iv)  Administrative expense allocation methodologies, 
 
    (v)  Whether nonprovider payments assigned as medical 
expenses are appropriate, 
 
    (vi)  Capitated arrangements with related party subcontractors, 
 
    (vii)  Reasonableness of corporate allocations, 
 
    (viii)  Value-added benefits and the extent to which they are 
used, 
 
    (ix)  The effectiveness of subcontractor oversight, including 
subcontractor review, 
 
    (x)  Whether health care outcomes have been improved, and 
 
    (xi)  The most common claim denial codes to determine the 
reasons for the denials. 
 
  The audit reports shall be considered public documents and shall be posted in 
their entirety on the division's website. 
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  (4)  All health maintenance organizations, coordinated care organizations, 
provider-sponsored health plans, or other organizations paid for services on a capitated 
basis by the division under any managed care program or coordinated care program 
implemented by the division under this section shall reimburse all providers in those 
organizations at rates no lower than those provided under this section for beneficiaries 
who are not participating in those programs. 
 
  (5)  No health maintenance organization, coordinated care organization, 
provider-sponsored health plan, or other organization paid for services on a capitated 
basis by the division under any managed care program or coordinated care program 
implemented by the division under this section shall require its providers or beneficiaries 
to use any pharmacy that ships, mails or delivers prescription drugs or legend drugs or 
devices. 
 
  (6)  (a)  Not later than December 1, 2021, the contractors who are receiving 
capitated payments under a managed care delivery system established under this 
subsection (H) shall develop and implement a uniform credentialing process for providers.  
Under that uniform credentialing process, a provider who meets the criteria for 
credentialing will be credentialed with all of those contractors and no such provider will 
have to be separately credentialed by any individual contractor in order to receive 
reimbursement from the contractor.  Not later than December 2, 2021, those contractors 
shall submit a report to the Chairmen of the House and Senate Medicaid Committees on 
the status of the uniform credentialing process for providers that is required under this 
subparagraph (a). 
 
   (b)  If those contractors have not implemented a uniform credentialing 
process as described in subparagraph (a) by December 1, 2021, the division shall develop 
and implement, not later than July 1, 2022, a single, consolidated credentialing process 
by which all providers will be credentialed.  Under the division's single, consolidated 
credentialing process, no such contractor shall require its providers to be separately 
credentialed by the contractor in order to receive reimbursement from the contractor, but 
those contractors shall recognize the credentialing of the providers by the division's 
credentialing process. 
 
   (c)  The division shall require a uniform provider credentialing 
application that shall be used in the credentialing process that is established under 
subparagraph (a) or (b).  If the contractor or division, as applicable, has not approved or 
denied the provider credentialing application within sixty (60) days of receipt of the 
completed application that includes all required information necessary for credentialing, 
then the contractor or division, upon receipt of a written request from the applicant and 
within five (5) business days of its receipt, shall issue a temporary provider 
credential/enrollment to the applicant if the applicant has a valid Mississippi professional 
or occupational license to provide the health care services to which the 
credential/enrollment would apply.  The contractor or the division shall not issue a 
temporary credential/enrollment if the applicant has reported on the application a history 
of medical or other professional or occupational malpractice claims, a history of substance 
abuse or mental health issues, a criminal record, or a history of medical or other licensing 
board, state or federal disciplinary action, including any suspension from participation in 
a federal or state program.  The temporary credential/enrollment shall be effective upon 
issuance and shall remain in effect until the provider's credentialing/enrollment application 
is approved or denied by the contractor or division.  The contractor or division shall render 
a final decision regarding credentialing/enrollment of the provider within sixty (60) days 
from the date that the temporary provider credential/enrollment is issued to the applicant. 
 
   (d)  If the contractor or division does not render a final decision 
regarding credentialing/enrollment of the provider within the time required in 
subparagraph (c), the provider shall be deemed to be credentialed by and enrolled with 
all of the contractors and eligible to receive reimbursement from the contractors. 



SENATE JOURNAL 
THURSDAY, MARCH 6, 2025 

 

1131 

 
  (7)  (a)  Each contractor that is receiving capitated payments under a 
managed care delivery system established under this subsection (H) shall provide to each 
provider for whom the contractor has denied the coverage of a procedure that was ordered 
or requested by the provider for or on behalf of a patient, a letter that provides a detailed 
explanation of the reasons for the denial of coverage of the procedure and the name and 
the credentials of the person who denied the coverage.  The letter shall be sent to the 
provider in electronic format. 
 
   (b)  After a contractor that is receiving capitated payments under a 
managed care delivery system established under this subsection (H) has denied coverage 
for a claim submitted by a provider, the contractor shall issue to the provider within sixty 
(60) days a final ruling of denial of the claim that allows the provider to have a state fair 
hearing and/or agency appeal with the division.  If a contractor does not issue a final ruling 
of denial within sixty (60) days as required by this subparagraph (b), the provider's claim 
shall be deemed to be automatically approved and the contractor shall pay the amount of 
the claim to the provider. 
 
   (c)  After a contractor has issued a final ruling of denial of a claim 
submitted by a provider, the division shall conduct a state fair hearing and/or agency 
appeal on the matter of the disputed claim between the contractor and the provider within 
sixty (60) days, and shall render a decision on the matter within thirty (30) days after the 
date of the hearing and/or appeal. 
 
  (8)  It is the intention of the Legislature that the division evaluate the 
feasibility of using a single vendor to administer pharmacy benefits provided under a 
managed care delivery system established under this subsection (H).  Providers of 
pharmacy benefits shall cooperate with the division in any transition to a carve-out of 
pharmacy benefits under managed care. 
 
  (9)  The division shall evaluate the feasibility of using a single vendor to 
administer dental benefits provided under a managed care delivery system established in 
this subsection (H).  Providers of dental benefits shall cooperate with the division in any 
transition to a carve-out of dental benefits under managed care. 
 
  (10)  It is the intent of the Legislature that any contractor receiving capitated 
payments under a managed care delivery system established in this section shall 
implement innovative programs to improve the health and well-being of members 
diagnosed with prediabetes and diabetes. 
 
  (11)  It is the intent of the Legislature that any contractors receiving capitated 
payments under a managed care delivery system established under this subsection (H) 
shall work with providers of Medicaid services to improve the utilization of long-acting 
reversible contraceptives (LARCs).  Not later than December 1, 2021, any contractors 
receiving capitated payments under a managed care delivery system established under 
this subsection (H) shall provide to the Chairmen of the House and Senate Medicaid 
Committees and House and Senate Public Health Committees a report of LARC utilization 
for State Fiscal Years 2018 through 2020 as well as any programs, initiatives, or efforts 
made by the contractors and providers to increase LARC utilization.  This report shall be 
updated annually to include information for subsequent state fiscal years. 
 
  (12)  The division is authorized to make not more than one (1) emergency 
extension of the contracts that are in effect on July 1, 2021, with contractors who are 
receiving capitated payments under a managed care delivery system established under 
this subsection (H), as provided in this paragraph (12).  The maximum period of any such 
extension shall be one (1) year, and under any such extensions, the contractors shall be 
subject to all of the provisions of this subsection (H).  The extended contracts shall be 
revised to incorporate any provisions of this subsection (H). 
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 (I)  [Deleted] 
 
 (J)  There shall be no cuts in inpatient and outpatient hospital payments, or 
allowable days or volumes, as long as the hospital assessment provided in Section 
43-13-145 is in effect.  This subsection (J) shall not apply to decreases in payments that 
are a result of:  reduced hospital admissions, audits or payments under the APR-DRG or 
APC models, or a managed care program or similar model described in subsection (H) of 
this section.  
 
 (K)  In the negotiation and execution of such contracts involving services performed 
by actuarial firms, the Executive Director of the Division of Medicaid may negotiate a 
limitation on liability to the state of prospective contractors. 
 
 (L)  The Division of Medicaid shall reimburse for services  provided to eligible 
Medicaid beneficiaries by a licensed birthing center in a method and manner to be 
determined by the division in accordance with federal laws and federal regulations.  The 
division shall seek any necessary waivers, make any required amendments to its State 
Plan or revise any contracts authorized under subsection (H) of this section as necessary 
to provide the services authorized under this subsection.  As used in this subsection, the 
term "birthing centers" shall have the meaning as defined in Section 41-77-1(a), which is 
a publicly or privately owned facility, place or institution constructed, renovated, leased or 
otherwise established where nonemergency births are planned to occur away from the 
mother's usual residence following a documented period of prenatal care for a normal 
uncomplicated pregnancy which has been determined to be low risk through a formal 
risk-scoring examination. 
 
 (M)  This section shall stand repealed on July 1, 2028. 
 
 SECTION 9.  Section 37-181-5, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 37-181-5.  (1)  An eligible student shall qualify to participate in the ESA program if 
the parent or guardian signs an agreement promising: 
 
  (a)  To provide an organized, appropriate educational program with 
measurable annual goals to their participating student and to provide an education for the 
participating student in at least the subjects of reading, grammar, mathematics, social 
studies and science; 
 
  (b)  To document their participating student's disability at intervals and in a 
manner required under subsection (8) of this section; 
 
  (c)  Not to enroll their participating student in a public school and to 
acknowledge as part of the agreement that the eligible school has provided clear notice 
to the parent or guardian that the participating student has no individual entitlement to a 
free appropriate public education (FAPE) from their home school district, including special 
education and related services, for as long as the student is participating in the ESA 
program;  
 
  (d)  Not to file for their participating student a certificate of enrollment 
indicating participation in a home instruction program under Section 37-13-91, Mississippi 
Code of 1972; and 
 
  (e)  Not to participate in the Mississippi Dyslexia Therapy Scholarship for 
Students with Dyslexia Program or the Mississippi Speech-Language Therapy 
Scholarship for Students with Speech-Language Impairments Program while participating 
in the ESA program. 
 
 (2)  Parents or guardians shall use the funds deposited in a participating student's 
ESA for any of the following qualifying expenses, which shall be incurred within the 
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awarded ESA school year, to educate the student using any of the below methods or 
combination of methods that meet the requirement in subsection (1)(a) of this section: 
 
  (a)  Tuition and/or academic fees at an eligible school; 
 
  (b)  Textbooks related to academic coursework; 
 
  (c)  Payment to a tutor, as defined in Section 37-181-3(h); 
 
  (d)  Payment for purchase of curriculum, including any supplemental 
materials required by the curriculum; 
 
  (e)  Fees for nationally standardized norm-referenced achievement tests, 
including alternate assessments; and fees for Advanced Placement examinations or 
similar courses and any examinations related to college or university admission; 
 
  (f)  Educational services or therapies from a licensed or certified practitioner 
or provider, including licensed or certified paraprofessionals or educational aides; 
 
  (g)  Tuition and fees related to dual enrollment at a postsecondary institution; 
 
  (h)  Textbooks related to academic coursework at a postsecondary 
institution; 
 
  (i)  Surety bond payments if required by the department; 
 
  (j)  No more than Fifty Dollars ($50.00) in annual consumable school 
supplies necessary for educational services and therapies, daily classroom activities, and 
tutoring; 
 
  (k)  Computer hardware and software and other technological devices if an 
eligible school, licensed or certified tutor, licensed or certified educational service 
practitioner or provider, or licensed medical professional verifies in writing that these items 
are essential for the student to meet annual, measurable educational and academic goals 
or goals within the scope of the eligible student's IEP.  Once a student is no longer 
participating in the ESA program, computer hardware and software and other 
technological devices purchased with ESA funds shall be donated to a public school or 
public library.  Qualifying expenses for computer hardware and software include only 
those expenses incurred within the awarded ESA school year. 
 
 (3)  To qualify to participate in the program, the parent or guardian of an eligible 
student shall also certify to the department that they have been accepted into an eligible 
school qualified to provide services for the participating student's disability or special 
education needs, or provide services addressing a participating student's IEP, as required 
under this chapter. 
 
 (4)  Neither a participating student, nor anyone on the student's behalf, may receive 
cash or cash-equivalent items, such as gift cards or store credit, from any refunds or 
rebates from any provider of services or products in the ESA program.  Any refunds or 
rebates shall be credited directly to the participating student's ESA.  The funds in an ESA 
may only be used for education-related purposes as defined in this chapter. 
 
 (5)  (a)  Eligible schools, postsecondary institutions and educational service 
providers that serve participating students shall provide the parent or guardian who 
submitted the ESA program application with an original itemized receipt, including the 
service provider's name and address, for all qualifying expenses.  The parent or guardian 
who submitted the ESA application shall provide the original itemized receipt to the 
department. 
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  (b)  In lieu of providing the parent or guardian who submitted the ESA 
program application with an original itemized receipt, the eligible schools, postsecondary 
institutions and educational service providers may provide to the department an original 
itemized receipt approved and signed off on by the parent or guardian who submitted the 
ESA application, including the service provider's name and address, for all qualifying 
expenses. 
 
 (6)  Payment for educational services through an ESA shall not preclude parents 
or guardians from paying for educational services using non-ESA funds. 
 
 (7)  For purposes of continuity of educational attainment, students who enroll in the 
ESA program shall remain eligible to receive quarterly ESA payments until the 
participating student returns to a public school, completes high school, completes the 
school year in which the student reaches the age of twenty-one (21), or does not have 
eligibility verified by a parent or guardian as required under subsection (8) of this section, 
whichever occurs first. 
 
 (8)  Any funds remaining in a student's Education Scholarship Account upon 
completion of high school shall be returned to the state's General Fund. 
 
 (9)  Every three (3) years after initial enrollment in the ESA program, a parent or 
guardian of a participating student, except a student diagnosed as being a person with a 
permanent disability, shall document that the student continues to be identified by the 
school district, a federal or state government agency, or a licensed physician or 
psychometrist as a child with a disability, as defined by the federal Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act (20 USCS Section 1401(3)). 
 
 (10)  An eligible student shall be allowed to return to his or her home school district 
at any time after enrolling in the ESA program, in compliance with regulations adopted by 
the department providing for the least disruptive process for doing so.  Except as 
otherwise provided in this subsection (10), upon the participating student's return to his or 
her home school district, the student's Education Scholarship Account shall be closed and 
any remaining funds shall be distributed to the student's home school district at the end 
of the awarded ESA school year.  In accordance with the provisions of subsections (2) 
and (5) of this section, the parent, guardian, eligible school or educational service provider 
may request reimbursement by submitting receipts for qualifying expenses up to thirty 
(30) calendar days after the student returns to a public school in his or her home school 
district.  However, if the student returns to the public school on or after May 1 of the school 
year, the parent, guardian, eligible school or educational service provider may submit 
reimbursement requests until June 30, and any remaining funds after these requests shall 
be distributed to the student's home school district within fifteen (15) calendar days of the 
end of the applicable expense request deadline.  If the student does not return to his or 
her home school district, any funds remaining in the student's Education Scholarship 
Account at the end of the awarded ESA school year shall be returned to the State General 
Fund. 
 
 SECTION 10.  Section 37-181-7, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 37-181-7.  (1)  New enrollment in the ESA program created in this chapter shall 
be * * * subject to appropriation from the State General Fund * * *.  Each student's ESA 
shall be funded at * * * an amount equivalent to the student base amount under the total 
funding formula provided in Sections 37-151-200 through 37-151-215. 
 
 (2)  Subject to appropriation, eligible students shall be approved for participation in 
the ESA program as follows: 
 
  (a)  Students shall be approved on a first-come, first-served basis, with 
applications being reviewed on a rolling basis; 
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  (b)  After participation reaches fifty percent (50%) of the annual enrollment 
limits in subsection (1) of this section, the department shall set annual application 
deadlines for the remaining number of available ESAs and begin to maintain a waiting list 
of eligible students.  The waitlist shall only include eligible students who have certified to 
the department that they have been accepted into an eligible school qualified to provide 
services for the participating student's disability or special education needs, or provide 
services addressing a participating student's IEP.  The waitlist will be maintained in the 
chronological order in which applications are received.  The department shall award ESA 
program applications in chronological order according to the waitlist; and 
 
  (c)  Participating students who remain eligible for the ESA program are 
automatically approved for participation for the following year and are not subject to the 
random selection process. 
 
 (3)  No funds for an ESA may be expended from the total funding formula funds 
provided in this chapter, nor shall any school district be required to provide funding for an 
ESA. 
 
 SECTION 11.  Section 37-181-9, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 37-181-9.  (1)  The department shall create a standard form that parents or 
guardians of students submit to establish their student's eligibility for an Education 
Scholarship Account.  The department shall ensure that the application is readily available 
to interested families through various sources, including the department's website and the 
copy of procedural safeguards annually given to parents or guardians.  To be considered, 
an application must include certification that the student has been accepted into an eligible 
school qualified to provide services for the student's disability or special education needs, 
or provide services addressing a participating student's IEP. 
 
 (2)  The department shall provide parents or guardians of participating students 
with a written explanation of the allowable uses of Education Scholarship Accounts, the 
responsibilities of parents and the duties of the department.  This information shall also 
be made available on the department's website. 
 
 (3)  The department shall annually notify all students with an IEP of the existence 
of the ESA program and shall ensure that lower-income families are made aware of their 
potential eligibility. 
 
 * * * 
 
 ( * * *4)  (a)  The department shall make a determination of eligibility, and shall 
approve the application, within twenty-one (21) business days of receiving an application 
for participation in the ESA program, subject to the provisions of Section 37-181-3(b). 
 
  (b)  The department shall provide for a procedure that children with a ruling 
of hearing impairment or children suspected of a hearing loss shall receive a 
comprehensive educational assessment which may include the areas of cognitive 
development, language/speech, audiological and academic achievement from the 
state-funded Mississippi Assistance Center for Hearing Loss.  Children with a ruling of 
visual impairment or children suspected of a visual impairment shall receive a 
comprehensive low-vision evaluation from the state-funded Low Vision Clinic. 
 
 ( * * *5)  The home school district shall provide the parent or guardian of a 
participating student with a complete copy of the student's school records, while 
complying with the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974 (20 USCS Section 
1232(g)).  The record shall be provided no later than thirty (30) days after a parent signs 
an agreement to participate in the ESA program. 
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 ( * * *6)  The department shall implement an application or authorization process to 
determine the eligibility of nonpublic schools to participate in the ESA program, ensuring 
nonpublic schools meet the standards set out by law. 
 
 SECTION 12.  Section 37-181-15, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as 
follows: 
 
 37-181-15.  (1)  To ensure that students are treated fairly and kept safe, all eligible 
schools shall: 
 
  (a)  Comply with the nondiscrimination policies set forth in 42 USCS 1981; 
 
  (b)  Prior to a participating student's application for enrollment * * *: 
 
   (i)  Provide parents or guardians with details of the school's programs, 
record of student achievement, qualifications, experience, capacities to serve students 
with special needs, and capacity to serve the participating student within the scope of their 
IEP; and 
 
   (ii)  Advise parents of students who qualify for the Nate Rogers 
scholarships, Dyslexia Therapy scholarships, and any other scholarship programs 
currently offered or that come into existence to apply for those programs instead of the 
ESA program; 
 
  (c)  Comply with all health and safety laws or codes that apply to nonpublic 
schools; 
 
  (d)  Hold a valid occupancy permit if required by their municipality; 
 
  (e)  Have no public record of fraud or malfeasance; 
 
  (f)  Require participating students to take a pre-assessment at the beginning 
of the school year and the same assessment, as a post-assessment, at the end of the 
school year.  The eligible school shall have the option to select * * * a nationally 
standardized norm-referenced achievement test * * * or a current state board-approved 
screener * * *.  If neither of these assessment types are appropriate due to the severity of 
the student's disability, the school should provide a performance-based assessment 
appropriate for assessing the student's abilities (such as a behavior checklist or 
communications assessment), along with a statement that a standardized achievement 
test or board-approved screener is not appropriate for the student; 
 
  (g)  Notify a parent or guardian applying for the ESA program that the parent 
or guardian waives the right of the participating student to an individual entitlement to a 
free and appropriate public education (FAPE) from their home school district, including 
special education and related services, for as long as the student is participating in the 
ESA program; 
 
  (h)  Conduct criminal background checks on employees and: 
 
   (i)  Exclude from employment any person not permitted by state law 
to work in a nonpublic school; and 
 
   (ii)  Exclude from employment any person who might reasonably pose 
a threat to the safety of students; and 
 
  (i)  An eligible school shall certify to the department upon enrollment of a 
participating student that the eligible school shall provide services for the participating 
student's disability or special education needs, or shall provide services addressing a 
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participating student's IEP.  Such certification must be received by the department before 
the ESA is reimbursed to an eligible student. 
 
 (2)  Failure to comply with these requirements shall deem the eligible school 
ineligible to participate in the ESA program the following year. 
 
 SECTION 13.  Section 37-181-17, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as 
follows: 
 
 37-181-17.  (1)  An eligible nonpublic school authorized by the department as 
required by Section 37-181-9(7) is autonomous and not an agent of the state or federal 
government and therefore: 
 
  (a)  The State Department of Education or any other government agency 
shall not regulate the educational program of a nonpublic school, postsecondary 
institution or educational service provider that accepts funds from the parent or guardian 
of a participating student beyond the requirements of the ESA program as promulgated in 
this chapter; 
 
  (b)  The creation of the Education Scholarship Account program does not 
expand the regulatory authority of the state, its officers, or any school district to impose 
any additional regulation of nonpublic schools, postsecondary institutions or educational 
service providers beyond those necessary to enforce the requirements of the ESA 
program; and 
 
  (c)  Eligible schools, postsecondary institutions and educational service 
providers shall be given the maximum freedom to provide for the educational needs of 
their students without governmental control.  No eligible school, postsecondary institution 
or educational service provider shall be required to alter its creed, practices, admission 
policies or curriculum in order to accept participating students. 
 
 (2)  Eligible schools, or the parent or guardian who submitted the ESA application, 
must submit special education services and student performance data to the State 
Department of Education at the end of the school year, including specific special education 
services provided to students with disabilities enrolled in the ESA program and the 
individual results of the pre-assessment and post-assessment required in Section 
37-181-15(1)(f).  The department shall develop a uniformed reporting format for eligible 
schools to use when submitting assessment results. 
 
 (3)  In any legal proceeding challenging the application of this chapter to an eligible 
school, postsecondary institution or educational service provider the state bears the 
burden of establishing that the law is necessary and does not impose any undue burden 
on the eligible school, postsecondary institution or educational service provider. 
 
 SECTION 14.  Section 37-181-1, Mississippi Code of 1972, is brought forward as 
follows: 
 
 37-181-1.  This chapter shall be known and may be cited as "The Equal Opportunity 
for Students with Special Needs Act." 
 
 SECTION 15.  Section 37-181-3, Mississippi Code of 1972, is brought forward as 
follows: 
 
 37-181-3.  The terms used in this chapter shall have the meanings ascribed herein, 
unless the context clearly indicates otherwise: 
 
  (a)  "ESA program" means the Education Scholarship Account (ESA) 
program created in this chapter. 
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  (b)  "Eligible student" means any student who has had an active 
Individualized Education Program (IEP) within the past three (3) years and has maintained 
eligibility. 
 
  (c)  "Participating student" means any student who meets the qualifications 
of an eligible student as defined in paragraph (b) of this section and is participating in an 
ESA program at an eligible school. 
 
  (d)  "Parent" means a resident of this state who is a parent, legal guardian, 
custodian or other person with the authority to act on behalf of the eligible student. 
 
  (e)  "Department" means the State Department of Education. 
 
  (f)  "Home school district" means the public school district in which the 
student resides. 
 
  (g)  "Eligible school" means a state-accredited special purpose school, a 
state-accredited nonpublic school, or a nonpublic school located in the state that has 
enrolled a participating student and is providing services for the participating student's 
disability or special education needs, or is providing services addressing a participating 
student's IEP.  An eligible school does not include a home instruction program under 
Section 37-13-91, Mississippi Code of 1972. 
 
  (h)  "Tutor" means a person who is certified or licensed by a state, regional, 
or national certification, licensing, or accreditation organization or who has earned a valid 
teacher's license or who has experience teaching at an eligible postsecondary institution. 
 
  (i)  "Postsecondary institution" means a community college, college, or 
university accredited by a state, regional or national accrediting organization. 
 
  (j)  "Educational service provider" means an eligible school, tutor, or other 
person or organization that provides education-related services and products to 
participating students. 
 
  (k)  "Awarded ESA school year" means the duration of the school year in 
which ESA program funds are deposited in a student's ESA. 
 
  (l)  Nothing in this section shall negate federal law requiring public school 
districts to identify and provide services to students with disabilities who live within the 
public school district, including those enrolled in nonpublic schools or home instruction 
programs. 
 
  (m)  An eligible school shall provide notice to a participating student's home 
school district when the eligible student enrolls in the eligible school with an ESA.  
Furthermore, a public school district providing special education services to a participating 
student enrolled in an eligible school shall be reimbursed by the eligible school, or parent 
or guardian who submitted the ESA application, fair market value for any special education 
services rendered to the eligible student in an amount not to exceed the amount of ESA 
funds reimbursed to the eligible student during the awarded ESA school year. 
 
 SECTION 16.  Section 37-181-11, Mississippi Code of 1972, is brought forward as 
follows: 
 
 37-181-11.  (1)  To ensure that funds are spent appropriately, the State Department 
of Education shall adopt rules and policies necessary for the administration of the ESA 
program, including the auditing of Education Scholarship Accounts, and shall conduct or 
contract for random audits throughout the year. 
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 (2)  (a)  The department shall develop a system for payment of benefits, including, 
but not limited to, allowing educational service providers to invoice the department for 
qualified expenses consistent with Section 37-181-5(2), or allowing the parent or guardian 
who submitted the ESA program application to seek reimbursement for qualified expenses 
consistent with Section 37-181-5(2). 
 
  (b)  The department may make payments to educational service providers 
or reimbursement to the parent or guardian who submitted the ESA program application 
via check or warrant or electronic funds transfer or any other means of payment deemed 
to be commercially viable or cost-effective. 
 
  (c)  The department may also establish by rule that some payments to 
educational service providers will be made on a quarterly basis, rather than an annual 
basis, if the educational services will be rendered over an extended period of time. 
 
 (3)  The department shall adopt a process for removing educational service 
providers that defraud parents and for referring cases of fraud to law enforcement. 
 
 (4)  The department shall establish or contract for the establishment of an online 
anonymous fraud reporting service. 
 
 (5)  The department shall establish or contract for the establishment of an 
anonymous telephone hotline for fraud reporting. 
 
 SECTION 17.  Section 37-181-13, Mississippi Code of 1972, is brought forward as 
follows: 
 
 37-181-13.  (1)  The Joint Legislative Committee on Performance Evaluation and 
Expenditure Review (PEER) shall prepare a biannual report, beginning in 2018 and every 
two (2) years thereafter, assessing efficacy of Education Scholarship Accounts, to include 
the sufficiency of funding, and recommending any suggested changes in state law or 
policy necessary to improve the ESA program. 
 
 (2)  The report shall assess: 
 
  (a)  The degree to which eligible schools are meeting the needs of 
participating students as defined by the participating students' IEPs; 
 
  (b)  The level of participating students' satisfaction with the ESA program; 
 
  (c)  The level of parental or guardian satisfaction with the ESA program; 
 
  (d)  Participating students' performance, both pre-assessment and 
post-assessment, on the eligible school's current assessment used to demonstrate 
academic progress, a nationally standardized norm-referenced achievement test, or a 
current state board-approved screener, as required in Section 37-181-15(f); 
 
  (e)  Participating students' performance on Advanced Placement 
examinations or similar courses and any examinations related to college or university 
admission; provided that eligible schools must report participating students' performance 
on Advance Placement examinations and any examinations related to college or 
university admission; 
 
  (f)  The four-year high school graduation rates and college acceptance rates 
of participating students; provided that eligible schools must report participating students' 
high school graduation rates and, if known, college acceptance rates; 
 
  (g)  The percentage of funds used for each qualifying expense identified in 
Section 37-181-5(2); and 
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  (h)  The fiscal impact to the state and home school districts of the ESA 
program, which must consider both the impact on revenue and the impact on expenses.  
Furthermore, the fiscal savings associated with students departing public schools must 
be explicitly quantified, even if the public school losing the student(s) does not reduce its 
spending accordingly. 
 
 (3)  The report shall: 
 
  (a)  Apply appropriate analytical and behavioral science methodologies to 
ensure public confidence in the study; and 
 
  (b)  Protect the identity of participating students and schools by, among other 
things, keeping anonymous all disaggregated data. 
 
 (4)  PEER shall provide the Legislature with a final copy of the report of the ESA 
program before December 31 each year the report is due.  At the same time, the study 
shall also be placed in a prominent location on the PEER website. 
 
 (5)  PEER must make its data and methodology available for public review while 
complying with the requirements of the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (20 
USCS Section 1232(g)). 
 
 SECTION 18.  Section 37-181-19, Mississippi Code of 1972, is brought forward as 
follows: 
 
 37-181-19.  The State Department of Education may receive and expend 
contributions from any public or private source to fund ESAs for participating students. 
 
 SECTION 19.  Section 37-181-21, Mississippi Code of 1972, is brought forward as 
follows: 
 
 37-181-21.  If any provision of this law or its application is held invalid, the invalidity 
does not affect other provisions or applications of this law which can be given effect 
without the invalid provision or application and to this end the provisions of this law are 
severable.  
 
 SECTION 20.  Section 37-181-23, Mississippi Code of 1972, is brought forward as 
follows: 
 
 37-181-23.  Sections 37-181-1 through 37-181-23, Mississippi Code of 1972, shall 
stand repealed on July 1, 2028. 
 
 SECTION 21.  Section 47-5-579, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 47-5-579.  (1)  (a)  The corporation shall operate a work initiative at the Central 
Mississippi Correctional Facility, South Mississippi Correctional Institution, Mississippi 
State Penitentiary and the Mississippi Correctional Institute for Women, and is authorized, 
in its discretion, to create a work initiative at any other correctional facility listed in Section 
47-5-539(d).  In lieu of a work initiative created by the corporation, the warden or 
superintendent or sheriff at any regional and private facility listed in Section 47-5-539 is 
authorized to create a work initiative at their respective facility consistent with the 
provisions and requirements of this section.  Each initiative shall be limited to no more 
than twenty-five (25) inmates in the state, regional or private facility at any given time. 
 
  (b)  The department, with regard to a work initiative in an MDOC facility, 
shall: 
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   (i)  Have the ultimate authority for oversight of the administration of 
the initiative; 
 
   (ii)  Delegate the administration of the initiative to the corporation; and 
 
   (iii)  Oversee the selection of inmates for admission to the initiative. 
 
  (c)  The sheriff, with regard to a work initiative at a regional facility, shall: 
 
   (i)  Have the ultimate authority for oversight of the administration of 
the initiative; 
 
   (ii)  Oversee the selection of inmates for admission to the initiative; 
and 
 
   (iii)  Work with the department and the corporation to establish 
guidelines for the initiative and develop a report thereon. 
 
 (2)  (a)  An inmate is eligible for participation in the initiative if the inmate has: 
 
   (i)  No more than two (2) years remaining on the inmate's sentence;  
 
   (ii)  Not been convicted under Section 97-9-49 within the last five (5) 
years; and 
 
   (iii)  Not been sentenced for a sex offense as defined in Section 
45-33-23(h). 
 
  (b)  Any inmate who meets the eligibility requirements of paragraph (a) may 
request assignment to a work initiative established under this section. 
 
 (3)  (a)  The commissioner, in the case of MDOC facilities, or the warden, 
superintendent, sheriff or similar leader in the case of regional and private facilities, shall 
select inmates for admission to the program. 
 
  (b)  An inmate currently participating in vocational training or a soft skills 
training program at a facility authorized to operate a work initiative shall have priority in 
admission to the program. 
 
 (4)  (a)  The chief executive officer, in the case of MDOC facilities, or the warden, 
superintendent, sheriff or similar leader in the case of regional and private facilities, may 
authorize the inmate to participate in educational or other rehabilitative programs 
designed to supplement his work initiative employment or to prepare the person for 
successful reentry. 
 
  (b)  Before accepting any participants to the program, the corporation, in 
consultation with the department, shall adopt and publish rules and regulations to 
effectuate this section no later than six (6) months after the effective date of this section.  
These rules and regulations shall include all protection requirements for work release 
programs established pursuant to Sections 47-5-451 through 47-5-471. 
 
 (5)  Participating employers shall pay no less than the prevailing wage for the 
position and shall under no circumstance pay less than the federal minimum wage. 
 
 (6)  Any inmate assigned to the initiative who, without proper authority or just cause, 
leaves the area to which he has been assigned to work or attend educational or other 
rehabilitative programs, or leaves the vehicle or route of travel involved in his or her going 
to or returning from such place, will be guilty of escape as provided in Section 97-9-49.  
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An offender who is convicted under Section 97-9-49 shall be ineligible for further 
participation in the work initiative during his or her current term of confinement. 
 
 (7)  (a)  The inmate shall maintain an account through a local financial institution 
and shall provide a copy of a check stub to the chief executive officer, the warden, the 
superintendent or the sheriff at a regional facility, as the case may be. 
 
  (b)  The inmate shall be required: 
 
   (i)  To pay twenty-five percent (25%) of the inmate's wages after 
mandatory deductions for the following purposes: 
 
    1.  To pay support of dependents or to the Mississippi 
Department of Human Services on behalf of dependents as may be ordered by a judge 
of competent jurisdiction; and 
 
    2.  To pay any fines, restitution, or costs as ordered by the court 
to include any fines and fees associated with obtaining a valid driver's license upon 
release. 
 
   (ii)  To pay fifteen percent (15%) of the inmate's wages after 
mandatory deductions to the corporation for administrative expenses to include 
transportation costs to be remitted to the state, regional or private facility where the inmate 
is housed.  In the case of state facilities, the administrative expense reimbursement shall 
be paid to the corporation; in the case of regional facilities, the administrative expense 
reimbursement shall be paid to the sheriff's department; in the case of private facilities the 
administrative expense reimbursement shall be paid to the contractor overseeing the 
facility. 
 
   (iii)  To save fifty percent (50%) of the inmate's wages after mandatory 
reductions in the account required under paragraph (a) of this subsection.  Monies under 
this subparagraph shall be made available to the inmate upon parole or release. 
 
  (c)  The inmate shall have access to the remaining ten percent (10%) of the 
monies in the inmate's account to purchase incidental expenses. 
 
  (d)  Any monies remaining under paragraph (a) of this subsection after all 
mandatory deductions are paid, shall be deposited in the inmate's account established 
under this subsection.  Any monies remaining upon release in paragraph (c) of this 
subsection shall be released to the inmate. 
 
 (8)  The chief executive officer of the corporation shall collect and maintain data 
which shall be shared semiannually with the Joint Legislative Committee on Performance 
Evaluation and Expenditure Review (PEER) and the Corrections and Criminal Justice 
Oversight Task Force in sortable electronic format.  The first report shall be made on 
January 15, 2023, and in six-month intervals thereafter unless PEER establishes a 
different schedule.  The data shall include: 
 
  (a)  Total number of participants at the end of each month by race, gender, 
and offenses charged; 
 
  (b)  Total number of participants who began the program in each month by 
race, gender, and offenses charged; 
 
  (c)  Total number of participants who successfully completed the program in 
each month by race, gender, and offenses charged; 
 
  (d)  Total number of participants who left the program in each month and 
reason for leaving by race, gender, and offenses charged; 
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  (e)  Total number of participants who were arrested for a new criminal 
offense while in the program in each month by race, gender and offenses charged; 
 
  (f)  Total number of participants who were convicted of a new crime while in 
the program in each month by race, gender and offenses charged; 
 
  (g)  Total number of participants who completed the program and were 
convicted of a new crime within three (3) years of completing the program; 
 
  (h)  Total amount earned by participants and how the earnings were 
distributed in each month; 
 
  (i)  Results of any initial risk and needs assessments conducted on each 
participant by race, gender, and offenses charged; 
 
  (j)  List of participating employers; 
 
  (k)  List of jobs acquired by participants; 
 
  (l)  List of the hourly wage paid to each participant; 
 
  (m)  Accounting of the manner and use of the * * * fifteen percent (15%) of 
the wages paid to the corporation by the inmate for administrative expenses;  
 
  (n)  Total costs associated with program operations; 
 
  (o)  List of participating financial institutions; 
 
  (p) * * *  Participating financial institutions, which must collect, maintain and 
report the create date for financial accounts opened by work initiative participants; 
 
  (q)  The average hourly wage earned in the program; * * * 
 
  (r)  The accounting of any dependent support payments, fines, restitutions, 
fees or costs as ordered by the court for each work initiative participant; 
 
  (s)  The collection, maintenance and reporting of the remaining sentence 
length of work initiative participants; 
 
  ( * * *t)  Any other data or information as requested by the task force. 
 
 (9)  The Joint Legislative Committee on Performance Evaluation and Expenditure 
Review (PEER) shall conduct a review of the initiative, including any expansion of the 
initiative authorized under this section, and produce an annual report to the Legislature 
on their effectiveness by January 1 of each year.  The PEER Committee shall seek the 
assistance of the Corrections and Criminal Justice Task Force and may seek assistance 
from any other criminal justice experts it deems necessary during its review. 
 
 SECTION 22.  Section 37-28-7, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 37-28-7.  (1)  There is created the Mississippi Charter School Authorizer Board as 
a state agency with exclusive chartering jurisdiction in the State of Mississippi.  Unless 
otherwise authorized by law, no other governmental agency or entity may assume any 
charter authorizing function or duty in any form. 
 
 (2)  (a)  The mission of the Mississippi Charter School Authorizer Board is to 
authorize high-quality charter schools, particularly schools designed to expand 
opportunities for underserved students, consistent with the purposes of this chapter.  
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Subject to the restrictions and conditions prescribed in this subsection, the Mississippi 
Charter School Authorizer Board may authorize charter schools within the geographical 
boundaries of any school district. 
 
  (b)  The Mississippi Charter School Authorizer Board may approve a 
maximum of fifteen (15) qualified charter applications during a fiscal year. 
 
  (c)  In any school district designated as an "A," "B" or "C" school district by 
the State Board of Education under the accreditation rating system at the time of 
application, the Mississippi Charter School Authorizer Board may authorize charter 
schools only if a majority of the members of the local school board votes at a public 
meeting to endorse the application or to initiate the application on its own initiative. 
 
 (3)  The Mississippi Charter School Authorizer Board shall consist of seven (7) 
members, to be appointed as follows: 
 
  (a)  Three (3) members appointed by the Governor, with one (1) member 
being from each of the Mississippi Supreme Court Districts. 
 
  (b)  Three (3) members appointed by the Lieutenant Governor, with one (1) 
member being from each of the Mississippi Supreme Court Districts. 
 
  (c)  One (1) member appointed by the State Superintendent of Public 
Education. 
 
 All appointments must be made with the advice and consent of the Senate.  In 
making the appointments, the appointing authority shall ensure diversity among members 
of the Mississippi Charter School Authorizer Board. 
 
 (4)  Members appointed to the Mississippi Charter School Authorizer Board 
collectively must possess strong experience and expertise in public and nonprofit 
governance, management and finance, public school leadership, assessment, curriculum 
and instruction, and public education law.  Each member of the Mississippi Charter School 
Authorizer Board must have demonstrated an understanding of and commitment to 
charter schooling as a strategy for strengthening public education. 
 
 (5)  To establish staggered terms of office, the initial term of office for the three (3) 
Mississippi Charter School Authorizer Board members appointed by the Governor shall 
be * * * staggered with one (1) member serving a one-year term, one (1) member serving 
a two-year term, and one (1) member serving a three-year term; the initial term of office 
for the three (3) members appointed by the Lieutenant Governor shall be * * * staggered 
with one (1) member serving a one-year term, one (1) member serving a two-year term, 
and one (1) member serving a three-year term; and the initial term of office for the member 
appointed by the State Superintendent of Public Education shall be two (2) years * * *.  
After the expiration of the initial terms, members of the board shall serve terms of three 
(3) years.  No member may serve more than two (2) consecutive terms.  The initial 
appointments must be made before * * * thirty (30) days after July 1, 2025. 
 
 (6)  The Mississippi Charter School Authorizer Board shall meet as soon as 
practical after September 1, 2013, upon the call of the Governor, and shall organize for 
business by selecting a chairman and adopting bylaws.  Subsequent meetings shall be 
called by the chairman. 
 
 (7)  An individual member of the Mississippi Charter School Authorizer Board may 
be removed by the board if the member's personal incapacity renders the member 
incapable or unfit to discharge the duties of the office or if the member is absent from a 
number of meetings of the board, as determined and specified by the board in its bylaws.  
Whenever a vacancy on the Mississippi Charter School Authorizer Board exists, the 
original appointing authority shall appoint a member for the remaining portion of the term. 
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 (8)  No member of the Mississippi Charter School Authorizer Board or employee, 
agent or representative of the board may serve simultaneously as an employee, trustee, 
agent, representative, vendor or contractor of a charter school authorized by the board. 
 
 (9)  The Mississippi Charter School Authorizer Board shall appoint an individual to 
serve as the Executive Director of the Mississippi Charter School Authorizer Board.  The 
executive director shall possess the qualifications established by the board which are 
based on national best practices, and shall possess an understanding of state and federal 
education law.  The executive director, who shall serve at the will and pleasure of the 
board, shall devote his full time to the proper administration of the board and the duties 
assigned to him by the board and shall be paid a salary established by the board, subject 
to the approval of the State Personnel Board.  Subject to the availability of funding, the 
executive director may employ such administrative staff as may be necessary to assist 
the director and board in carrying out the duties and directives of the Mississippi Charter 
School Authorizer Board.  
 
 (10)  The Mississippi Charter School Authorizer Board is authorized to obtain 
suitable office space for administrative purposes.  In acquiring a facility or office space, 
the authorizer board shall adhere to all policies and procedures required by the 
Department of Finance and Administration and the Public Procurement Review Board. 
 
 SECTION 23.  Section 37-28-11, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 37-28-11.  (1)  To cover the costs of overseeing charter schools in accordance with 
this chapter, the authorizer shall receive up to three percent (3%) of annual per-pupil 
allocations received by a charter school from state and local funds for each charter school 
it authorizes.  
 
 (2)  The authorizer may receive appropriate gifts, grants and donations of any kind 
from any public or private entity to carry out the purposes of this chapter, subject to all 
lawful terms and conditions under which the gifts, grants or donations are given. 
 
 (3)  The authorizer may expend its resources, seek grant funds and establish 
partnerships to support its charter school authorizing activities. 
 
 SECTION 24.  Section 1, Chapter 431, Laws of 2024, is amended as follows: 
 
 Section 1.  (1)  There is hereby established the "Mississippi K-12 and 
Postsecondary Mental Health Task Force," created to address growing concerns related 
to student mental health.  The goal of the task force shall include, but not be limited to, 
drawing on available data to determine challenges in Mississippi as it relates to the mental 
health of students ranging from K-12 through the community college and university 
systems; assessing  public and private resources currently available to students who need 
help managing mental health issues; assessing training and procedures in place for 
teachers, school district personnel and community college and university personnel; and 
determining where gaps exist in training and resources; exploring partnerships across 
communities to better serve students; and examining successful programs in Mississippi 
and across the nation.  The task force shall develop recommendations to the Legislature 
on changes to policy and laws in Mississippi with a goal of better identifying students at 
all levels struggling with mental health issues; training school, community college and 
university personnel related to student mental health, and thus improving health outcomes 
and the probability of student success. 
 
 (2)  The members of the task force shall be as follows: 
 
  (a)  The Chairmen of the Education Committees of the Mississippi Senate 
and the Mississippi House of Representatives, or their designees from their respective 
committee membership; 
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  (b)  The Chairmen of the Medicaid Committees of the Mississippi Senate 
and the Mississippi House of Representatives, or their designees from their respective 
committee membership; 
 
  (c)  The Chairmen of the Universities and Colleges Committees of the 
Mississippi Senate and the Mississippi House of Representatives, or their designees from 
their respective committee membership; 
 
  (d)  The Superintendent of the Mississippi Department of Education, or his 
or her designee; 
 
  (e)  The Executive Director of the Mississippi Department of Mental Health, 
or his or her designee; 
 
  (f)  The Director of the Mississippi Division of Medicaid, or his or her 
designee; 
 
  (g)  The State Health Officer of the Mississippi Department of Health, or his 
or her designee; 
 
  (h)  One (1) psychiatrist with expertise in treating children to be appointed 
by the Governor; 

 
 (i)  One (1) clinical psychologist with expertise in treating children appointed 

by the Lieutenant Governor; 
 
  (j)  One (1) school psychologist employed or contracted by a Mississippi 
Public School District, to be named by the Mississippi Association of Psychologists in the 
Schools; 
 
  (k)  One (1) public school teacher appointed by the Governor; 
 
  (l)  One (1) employee of a university counseling center, or a person 
otherwise responsible for coordinating or providing student mental health services on 
campus, appointed by the Governor; 
 
  (m)  One (1) public school counselor appointed by the Lieutenant Governor; 
 
  (n)  One (1) employee of a community college counseling center, or a person 
responsible for coordinating or providing student mental health services on campus, 
appointed by the Lieutenant Governor; 
 
  (o)  One (1) school nurse employed in a Mississippi public school to be 
appointed by the Superintendent of Education;  
 
  (p)  One (1) employee of a non-profit provider of mental and behavioral 
health services to youth, appointed by the Lieutenant Governor; 
 
  (q)  One (1) employee of a community mental health provider that provides 
services to a Mississippi public school * * *, appointed by the Governor; 
 
  (r)  One (1) member of the Mississippi Youth Council, selected by the 
members of the council; 
 
  (s)  One (1) family advocacy representative to be appointed by the Executive 
Director of the Mississippi Coalition for Citizens with Disabilities; and 
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  (t)  The Chairmen of the Public Health Committees of the Mississippi Senate 
and the Mississippi House of Representatives, or their designees from their respective 
committee membership. 
 
 (3)  The task force shall meet within forty-five (45) days of the effective date of this 
act and shall evaluate the current data, resources, and laws and policies of the State of 
Mississippi.  Specifically, the task force shall: 
 
  (a)  Collect and analyze publicly available data and statistics related to the 
current state of student mental health, K-12 through the community college and university 
level; 
 
  (b)  Explore the impact of trauma and mental health issues on student 
behavior, dropout and graduation rates, academic achievement, employment and related 
issues; 
 
  (c)  Evaluate currently available resources for addressing student mental 
health including, but not limited to, partnerships with nonprofits or experts, telehealth 
opportunities, inpatient and outpatient resources; 
 
  (d)  Review mental health training and professional development provided 
to K-12 school personnel and school personnel at community colleges and universities 
for classroom management, identification, referral, intervention and prevention; 
 
  (e)  Evaluate successful strategies for addressing challenges in student 
mental health in Mississippi and across the nation; 
 
  (f) Review the current workforce landscapes as it relates to psychologists, 
nurses, counselors, behavior interventionists and others who work in schools, community 
colleges and universities, and consider strategies to recruit sufficient personnel if there 
are workforce strategies; 
 
  (g)  Explore the effect of a multi-tiered wellness program that is conducive 
to growth, achievement, cultivating resilience, motivation and culturally sensitive personal 
development; and 
 
  (h)  Review any other matters related to the above issues or student mental 
health in Mississippi. 
 
 (4)  The task force may request the assistance of the Mississippi Department of 
Education, Mississippi Community College Board, Mississippi Institutions of Higher 
Learning, Mississippi Department of Health, the Mississippi Department of Mental Health,  
 
the University of Mississippi School of Medicine; the Mississippi Division of Medicaid or 
any other related agency, entity or organization with expertise in student mental health 
issues and services. 
 
 (5)  The Chairmen of the Education Committees in the Mississippi Senate and 
Mississippi House of Representatives shall call the first meeting.  The members of the 
task force shall elect a chair from among the members at its first meeting.  The task force 
shall develop and report its findings and recommendations to the Mississippi Legislature 
on or before October 1, 2024, and again on or before October 1, 2025.  A majority of the 
membership shall be required to approve any final report and recommendation.  Meetings 
of the task force shall be held at the State Capitol; however, if it is not feasible for the task 
force to hold an in-person meeting, the task force may convene utilizing an online meeting 
platform that is accessible for viewing by the public. 
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 (6)  The Joint Legislative Committee on Performance Evaluation and Expenditure 
Review shall provide necessary clerical support for the meetings of the task force and the 
preparation of the report. 
 
 (7)  The task force shall be dissolved upon presentation of its report due on or 
before October 1, 2025. 
 
 SECTION 25.  (1)  This section shall be known and may be cited as the "Mississippi 
K-12 and Postsecondary Mental Health Act of 2025." 
 
 (2)  There is hereby established an Executive Committee of the Interagency 
Coordinating Council for Children and Youth (ICCCY), which shall include the following 
executive directors or administrators, or their designees, with experience in mental health, 
student performance or other relevant areas, from the ICCCY as provided in Section 
43-14-1: 
 
  (a)  The State Superintendent of Public Education; 
 
  (b)  The Commissioner of the State Institutions of Higher Learning; 
 
  (c)  The Executive Director of the Mississippi Community College Board; 
 
  (d)  The Executive Director of the Mississippi Department of Mental Health; 
and 
 
  (e)  An employee of the Mississippi Department of Health, appointed by the 
State Health Officer, with relevant mental health experience. 
 
 (3)  The ICCCY Executive Committee shall have the following coordinating 
responsibilities related to the general mental health and well-being of children and 
adolescents: 
 
  (a)  Evaluating relevant personnel, including, but not limited to, school 
nurses, counselors and school psychologists, and examining the school's or district's 
relationship with its community mental health center or other private providers to 
recommend best practices for mental health resources and infrastructure for 
underperforming public schools or districts, as identified by the State Superintendent of 
Public Education; 
 
  (b)  Identifying key public school and district personnel and community 
college and university personnel, including, but not limited to, teachers, healthcare 
providers, counselors and resident assistants, to receive mental health first aid training 
that is evidence-based and approved by the Department of Mental Health; 
 
  (c)  Identifying and developing age-appropriate information and materials to 
distribute information regarding mental health and well-being at student orientations at 
public schools, universities and community colleges, or assemblies for parents and 
caretakers of students and other relevant members of the community who may interact 
with students; 
 
  (d)  Developing guidance for public schools and districts, universities and 
community colleges regarding age-appropriate mental health screening resources and 
other information for students, including 988 suicide and crisis hotline information; 
 
  (e)  Developing guidelines to help public schools and districts, universities 
and community colleges partner with community mental health centers, including crisis 
intervention teams, or private providers to provide services to students; 
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  (f)  Compiling a master report by October 1, 2025, of all partially or fully 
state-funded programs related to improving the mental health and well-being of children 
and adolescents.  The ICCCY Executive Committee, working together with other relevant 
agencies and organizations, shall be responsible for updating the report annually by 
October 1 of each year.  The report shall be transmitted to the Lieutenant Governor, the 
Speaker of the House, the Chair of the Senate Public Health and Welfare Committee, the 
Chair of the House Public Health and Human Services Committee, the Chair of the Senate 
Appropriations Committee, and the Chair of the House Appropriations "A" Committee by 
November 1 each year; 
 
  (g)  Developing an internet-based mental health resource guide for public 
schools by August 1, 2025.  Beginning in the 2025-2026 school year, public school districts 
shall include a visible mental health resource navigation link on the home page of their 
website to include the resource guide developed by the ICCCY Executive Committee; and 
 
  (h)  Engaging in other coordinated efforts from time to time in an effort to 
update resources and information related to mental health and well-being for students at 
public schools, universities and community colleges. 
 
 (4)  (a)  All recommendations and information compiled by the executive committee 
shall be provided to the State Board of Education, State Institutions of Higher Learning 
and Mississippi Community College Board, as appropriate, which shall disseminate such 
information to relevant employees in public school districts, universities and community 
colleges. 
 
  (b)  All recommendations and information compiled by the executive 
committee shall also be provided to the ICCCY, Mississippi State Early Childhood 
Advisory Council, and any other agency, board, commission or council created by statute 
which the ICCCY Executive Committee identifies as relevant. 
 
 SECTION 26.  Section 43-14-1, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 43-14-1.  (1)  The purpose of this chapter is to provide for the development, 
implementation and oversight of a coordinated interagency system of necessary services 
and care for children and youth, called the Mississippi Statewide System of Care, up to 
age twenty-one (21) with serious emotional/behavioral disorders including, but not limited 
to, conduct disorders, or mental illness who require services from a multiple services and 
multiple programs system, and who can be successfully diverted from inappropriate 
institutional placement.  The Mississippi Statewide System of Care is to be conducted in 
the most fiscally responsible (cost-efficient) manner possible, based on an individualized 
plan of care which takes into account other available interagency programs, including, but 
not limited to, Early Intervention Act of Infants and Toddlers, Section 41-87-1 et seq., Early 
Periodic Screening Diagnosis and Treatment, Section 43-13-117(A)(5), waivered program 
for home- and community-based services for developmentally disabled people, Section 
43-13-117(A)(29), and waivered program for targeted case management services for 
children with special needs, Section 43-13-117(A)(31), those children identified through 
the federal Individuals with Disabilities Education Act of 1997 as having a serious 
emotional disorder (EMD), the Mississippi Children's Health Insurance Program and 
waivered programs for children with serious emotional disturbances, Section 
43-13-117(A)(46), and is tied to clinically and functionally appropriate outcomes.  Some 
of the outcomes are to reduce the number of inappropriate out-of-home placements 
inclusive of those out-of-state and to reduce the number of inappropriate school 
suspensions and expulsions for this population of children.  This coordinated interagency 
system of necessary services and care shall be named the Mississippi Statewide System 
of Care.  Children to be served by this chapter who are eligible for Medicaid shall be 
screened through the Medicaid Early Periodic Screening Diagnosis and Treatment 
(EPSDT) and their needs for medically necessary services shall be certified through the 
EPSDT process.  For purposes of this chapter, the Mississippi Statewide System of Care 
is defined as a coordinated network of agencies and providers working as a team to make 
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a full range of mental health and other necessary services available as needed by children 
with mental health problems and their families.  The Mississippi Statewide System of Care 
shall be: 
 
  (a)  Child centered, family focused, family driven and youth guided; 
 
  (b)  Community based; 
 
  (c)  Culturally competent and responsive; and shall provide for: 
 
   (i)  Service coordination or case management; 
 
   (ii)  Prevention and early identification and intervention; 
 
   (iii)  Smooth transitions among agencies and providers, and to the 
transition-age and adult service systems; 
 
   (iv)  Human rights protection and advocacy; 
 
   (v)  Nondiscrimination in access to services; 
 
   (vi)  A comprehensive array of services composed of treatment and 
informal supports that are identified as best practices and/or evidence-based practices; 
 
   (vii)  Individualized service planning that uses a strengths-based, 
wraparound process; 
 
   (viii)  Services in the least restrictive environment; 
 
   (ix)  Family participation in all aspects of planning, service delivery 
and evaluation; and 
 
   (x)  Integrated services with coordinated planning across 
child-serving agencies. 
 
 Mississippi Statewide System of Care services shall be timely, intensive, 
coordinated and delivered in the community.  Mississippi Statewide System of Care 
services shall include, but not be limited to, the following: 
 
  (a)  Comprehensive crisis and emergency response services; 
 
  (b)  Intensive case management; 
 
  (c)  Day treatment; 
 
  (d)  Alcohol and drug abuse group services for youth; 
 
  (e)  Individual, group and family therapy; 
 
  (f)  Respite services; 
 
  (g)  Supported employment services for youth; 
 
  (h)  Family education and support and family partners; 
 
  (i)  Youth development and support and youth partners; 
 
  (j)  Positive behavioral supports (PBIS) in schools; 
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  (k)  Transition-age supported and independent living services; and 
 
  (l)  Vocational/technical education services for youth. 
 
 (2)  There is established the Interagency Coordinating Council for Children and 
Youth (hereinafter referred to as the "ICCCY").  The ICCCY shall consist of the following 
membership:    (a)  The State Superintendent of Public Education; 
 
  (b)  The Executive Director of the Mississippi Department of Mental Health; 
 
  (c)  The Executive Director of the State Department of Health;  
 
  (d)  The Executive Director of the Department of Human Services; 
 
  (e)  The Executive Director of the Division of Medicaid, Office of the 
Governor; 
 
  (f)  The Executive Director of the State Department of Rehabilitation 
Services; 
 
  (g)  The Executive Director of Mississippi Families as Allies for Children's 
Mental Health, Inc.; 
 
  (h)  The Commissioner of Child Protection Services; 
 
  (i)  The Attorney General; 
 
  (j)  A family member of a child or youth in the population named in this 
chapter designated by Mississippi Families as Allies; 
 
  (k)  A youth or young adult in the population named in this chapter 
designated by Mississippi Families as Allies; 
 
  (l)  A local MAP team coordinator designated by the Department of Mental 
Health; 
 
  (m)  A child psychiatrist experienced in the public mental health system 
designated by the Mississippi Psychiatric Association; 
 
  (n)  An individual with expertise and experience in early childhood education 
designated jointly by the Department of Mental Health and Mississippi Families as Allies; 
 
  (o)  A representative of an organization that advocates on behalf of disabled 
citizens in Mississippi designated by the Department of Mental Health; * * * 
 
  (p)  A faculty member or dean from a Mississippi university specializing in 
training professionals who work in the Mississippi Statewide System of Care designated 
by the Board of Trustees of State Institutions of Higher Learning * * *; 
 
  (q)  The Commissioner of the State Institutions of Higher Learning; 
 
  (r)  The Executive Director of the Mississippi Community College Board; and 
 
  (s)  An employee of the Mississippi Department of Health, appointed by the 
State Health Officer, with relevant mental health experience. 
 
 If a member of the council designates a representative to attend council meetings, 
the designee shall bring full decision-making authority of the member to the meeting.  The 
council shall select a chairman, who shall serve for a one-year term and may not serve 
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consecutive terms.  The council shall adopt internal organizational procedures necessary 
for efficient operation of the council.  Each member of the council shall designate 
necessary staff of their departments to assist the ICCCY in performing its duties and 
responsibilities.  The ICCCY shall meet and conduct business at least twice annually.  The 
chairman of the ICCCY shall notify all ICCCY members and all other persons who request 
such notice as to the date, time, place and draft agenda items for each meeting. 
 
 (3)  The Interagency System of Care Council (ISCC) is created to serve as the state 
management team for the ICCCY, with the responsibility of collecting and analyzing data 
and funding strategies necessary to improve the operation of the Mississippi Statewide 
System of Care, and to make recommendations to the ICCCY and to the Legislature 
concerning such strategies on, at a minimum, an annual basis.  The System of Care 
Council also has the responsibility of coordinating the local Multidisciplinary Assessment 
and Planning (MAP) teams and "A" teams and may apply for grants from public and 
private sources necessary to carry out its responsibilities.  The Interagency System of 
Care Council shall be comprised of one (1) member from each of the appropriate 
child-serving divisions or sections of the State Department of Health, the Department of 
Human Services (Division of Youth Services), the Department of Child Protection 
Services, the State Department of Mental Health (Division of Children and Youth, Bureau 
of Alcohol and Drug Abuse, and Bureau of Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities), 
the State Department of Education (Office of Special Education and Office of Healthy 
Schools), the Division of Medicaid of the Governor's Office, the Department of 
Rehabilitation Services, and the Attorney General's office.  Additional members shall 
include a family member of a child, youth or transition-age youth representing a family 
education and support 501(c)(3) organization, working with the population named in this 
chapter designated by Mississippi Families as Allies, an individual with expertise and 
experience in early childhood education designated jointly by the Department of Mental 
Health and Mississippi Families as Allies, a local MAP team representative and a local "A" 
team representative designated by the Department of Mental Health, a probation officer 
designated by the Department of Corrections, a family member and youth or young adult 
designated by Mississippi Families as Allies for Children's Mental Health, Inc., (MSFAA), 
and a family member other than a MSFAA representative to be designated by the 
Department of Mental Health and the Director of the Compulsory School Attendance 
Enforcement of the State Department of Education.  Appointments to the Interagency 
System of Care Council shall be made within sixty (60) days after June 30, 2010.  The 
council shall organize by selecting a chairman from its membership to serve on an annual 
basis, and the chairman may not serve consecutive terms. 
 
 (4)  (a)  As part of the Mississippi Statewide System of Care, there is established a 
statewide system of local Multidisciplinary Assessment, Planning and Resource (MAP) 
teams.  The MAP teams shall be comprised of one (1) representative each at the county 
level from the major child-serving public agencies for education, human services, health, 
mental health and rehabilitative services approved by respective state agencies of the 
Department of Education, the Department of Human Services, the Department of Child 
Protection Services, the Department of Health, the Department of Mental Health and the 
Department of Rehabilitation Services.  These agencies shall, by policy, contract or 
regulation require participation on MAP teams and "A" teams at the county level by the 
appropriate staff.  Three (3) additional members may be added to each team, one (1) of 
which may be a representative of a family education/support 501(c)(3) organization with 
statewide recognition and specifically established for the population of children defined in 
Section 43-14-1.  The remaining members will be representatives of significant 
community-level stakeholders with resources that can benefit the population of children 
defined in Section 43-14-1.  The Department of Education shall assist in recruiting and 
identifying parents to participate on MAP teams and "A" teams. 
 
  (b)  For each local existing MAP team that is established pursuant to 
paragraph (a) of this subsection, there  
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shall also be established an "A" (Adolescent) team which shall work with a MAP team.  
The "A" teams shall provide System of Care services for youthful offenders who have 
serious behavioral or emotional disorders.  Each "A" team shall be comprised of, at a 
minimum, the following five (5) members: 
 
   (i)  A school counselor, mental health therapist or social worker; 
 
   (ii)  A community mental health professional; 
 
   (iii)  A social services/child welfare professional; 
 
   (iv)  A youth court counselor; and 
 
   (v)  A parent who had a child in the juvenile justice system. 
 
  (c)  The Interagency Coordinating Council for Children and Youth and the 
Interagency System of Care Council shall work to develop MAP teams statewide that will 
serve to become the single point of entry for children and youth about to be placed in 
out-of-home care for reasons other than parental abuse/neglect. 
 
 (5)  The Interagency Coordinating Council for Children and Youth may provide input 
to one another and to the ISCC relative to how each agency utilizes its federal and state 
statutes, policy requirements and funding streams to identify and/or serve children and 
youth in the population defined in this section.  The ICCCY shall support the 
implementation of the plans of the respective state agencies for comprehensive, 
community-based, multidisciplinary care, treatment and placement of these children. 
 
 (6)  The ICCCY shall oversee a pool of state funds that may be contributed by each 
participating state agency and additional funds from the Mississippi Tobacco Health Care 
Expenditure Fund, subject to specific appropriation therefor by the Legislature.  Part of 
this pool of funds shall be available for increasing the present funding levels by matching 
Medicaid funds in order to increase the existing resources available for necessary 
community-based services for Medicaid beneficiaries. 
 
 (7)  The local interagency coordinating care MAP team or "A" team will facilitate the 
development of the individualized System of Care programs for the population targeted in 
this section. 
 
 (8)  Each local MAP team and "A" team shall serve as the single point of entry and 
re-entry to ensure that comprehensive diagnosis and assessment occur and shall 
coordinate needed services through the local MAP team and "A" team members and local 
service providers for the children named in subsection (1).  Local children in crisis shall 
have first priority for access to the MAP team and "A" team processes and local System 
of Care services. 
 
 (9)  The Interagency Coordinating Council for Children and Youth shall facilitate 
monitoring of the performance of local MAP teams. 
 
 (10)  Each ICCCY member named in subsection (2) of this section shall enter into 
a binding memorandum of understanding to participate in the further development and 
oversight of the Mississippi Statewide System of Care for the children and youth described 
in this section.  The agreement shall outline the system responsibilities in all operational 
areas, including ensuring representation on MAP teams, funding, data collection, referral 
of children to MAP teams and "A" teams, and training.  The agreement shall be signed 
and in effect by July 1 of each year. 
 
 SECTION 27.  Section 43-14-3, Mississippi Code of 1972, is brought forward as 
follows: 
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 43-14-3.  In addition to the specific authority provided in Section 43-14-1, the 
powers and responsibilities of the Interagency Coordinating Council for Children and 
Youth shall be as follows: 
 
  (a)  To serve in an advisory capacity and to provide state level leadership 
and oversight to the development of the Mississippi Statewide System of Care; and 
 
  (b)  To insure the creation and availability of an annual pool of funds from 
each participating agency member of the ICCCY that includes the amount to be 
contributed by each agency  and a process for utilization of those funds. 
 
 SECTION 28.  Section 43-14-5, Mississippi Code of 1972, is brought forward as 
follows: 
 
 43-14-5.  There is created in the State Treasury a special fund into which shall be 
deposited all funds contributed by the Department of Human Services, Department of 
Child Protection Services, State Department of Health, Department of Mental Health and 
State Department of Rehabilitation Services insofar as recipients are otherwise eligible 
under the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended, and State Department of Education for 
the operation of a statewide System of Care by MAP teams and "A" teams utilizing such 
funds as may be made available to those MAP teams through a Request for Proposal 
(RFP) approved by the ICCCY. 
 
 SECTION 29.  Section 25 of this act shall be codified in Chapter 14, Title 43, 
Mississippi Code of 1972. 
 
 SECTION 30.  The following shall be codified as Section 5-3-70, Mississippi Code 
of 1972: 
 
 5-3-70.  (1)  (a)  As an alternative to a criminal proceeding as provided in Section 
53-3-59, in any instance wherein a witness fails to respond to the lawful subpoena of the 
PEER Committee at any time or, having responded, fails to answer all lawful inquiries or 
to turn over evidence that has been subpoenaed, the committee may seek judicial 
enforcement of the process as provided in paragraph (b) of this subsection. 
 
  (b)  The chairman, in the name of the committee, may file a complaint before 
any chancery court of the state setting up such failure on the part of the witness.  On the 
filing of such a complaint, the court shall take jurisdiction of the witness and the subject 
matter of the complaint and shall direct the witness to respond to all lawful questions and 
to produce all documentary evidence in the possession of the witness that is lawfully 
demanded.  The failure of a witness to comply with the order of the court constitutes 
contempt of court and the court shall punish the witness as provided in Section 9-1-17. 
 
  (c)  The PEER Committee may utilize the Office of the Attorney General to 
bring a civil enforcement action or may utilize contract counsel to commence an 
enforcement action authorized in this subsection. 
 
 (2)  The provisions of this section are hereby declared to be supplemental to the 
powers of the Legislature and of the Senate and House of Representatives to punish for 
contempt, and the Legislature hereby reserves to itself and to the Senate and the House 
of Representatives all inherent and all constitutional powers to punish for contempt. 
 
 SECTION 31.  Section 5-3-59, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 5-3-59.  (1)  The committee, while in the discharge of official duties, shall have the 
following additional powers: 
 
  (a)  To subpoena and examine witnesses; to require the appearance of any 
person and the production of any paper or document; to order the appearance of any 
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person for the purpose of producing any paper or document; and to issue all process 
necessary to compel such appearance or production.  When such process has been 
served, the committee may compel obedience thereto by the attachment of the person, 
papers or records subpoenaed; and if any person shall willfully refuse to appear before 
such committee or to produce any paper or record in obedience to any process issued by 
the committee and served on that person, he or she shall be guilty of contempt of the * * * 
committee, and shall be punished by a fine of not more than One Thousand Dollars 
($1,000.00), by imprisonment in the county jail for not more than six (6) months, or both. 
 
  (b)  To administer oaths to witnesses appearing before the committee when, 
by a majority vote, the committee deems the administration of an oath necessary and 
advisable as provided by law. 
 
  (c)  To determine that a witness has perjured himself or herself by testifying 
falsely before the committee, and to institute penal proceedings as provided by law. 
 
 (2)  (a)  Whenever facts alleged to constitute contempt under subsection (1)(a) of 
this section arise, the chairman of the committee shall certify a statement to this effect to 
the Attorney General or to the appropriate county prosecuting attorney who shall institute 
and prosecute a criminal proceeding against the accused for contempt under the 
provisions of this section. 
 
  (b)  Any offense defined in subsection (1)(a) of this section shall be deemed 
to have been committed in any of the following counties, and the trial for the offense may 
take place in any of such counties: 
 
   (i)  In the county where the subpoena was issued; 
 
   (ii)  In the county where the offender was served with the subpoena; 
or 
 
   (iii)  In the county where the subpoena ordered the offender to give 
testimony or to produce papers or other evidence. 
 
 SECTION 32.  Section 5-1-23, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 5-1-23.  (1)  If any witness neglects or refuses to obey a subpoena, or, appearing, 
refuses to testify, the senate or house may, by a resolution entered on its journal, commit 
him or her for contempt, the commitment not to extend beyond the final adjournment of 
the session; and any witness neglecting and refusing to attend in obedience to a 
subpoena may be arrested by the sergeant-at-arms and brought before the senate or 
house; and a copy of the resolution of the senate or house, signed by the presiding officer 
thereof, and attested by the secretary or clerk, shall be sufficient authority to authorize 
such arrest. 
 
 (2)  The provisions of this section shall not apply to any subpoena or other process 
issued by the Joint Legislative Committee on Performance Evaluation and Expenditure 
Review (PEER) as provided for in Sections 1 and 2 of this act. 
 
 SECTION 33.  Section 5-1-25, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 5-1-25.  (1)  A person sworn and examined as a witness before either house, 
without procurement or contrivance, on his or her part, shall not be held to answer 
criminally, or be subject to any penalty or forfeiture for any fact or act touching which he 
or she is required to testify; nor shall any statement made, or book, document, or paper 
produced by any such witness be competent evidence in any criminal proceeding against 
such witness other than for perjury in delivering his or her evidence; nor shall such witness 
refuse to testify to any fact or to produce any book, document, or paper touching which 
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he or she is examined, on the ground that he or she thereby will criminate himself or 
herself, or that it will tend to disgrace him or her or render him or her infamous. 
 
 (2)  The immunity conferred by subsection (1) of this section shall not apply to any 
person who testifies or produces any book, document, or paper required to comply with a 
subpoena of the Joint Legislative Committee on Performance Evaluation and Expenditure 
Review.  The committee may, by a majority vote of the members of both houses, offer a 
person or persons such immunity. 
 
 SECTION 34.  Section 5-1-35, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 5-1-35.  (1)  The Sergeant-at-Arms of the Senate shall give a general supervision, 
under the direction of the presiding officer.  He or she shall attend the sittings thereof, 
preserve order, execute its commands and all process issued by its authority, and shall 
have control of the doorkeeper.  He or she shall see that the hall of the senate and the 
committee rooms and the room of its presiding officer, the anterooms, lobbies and 
galleries thereof, are clean, comfortable and lighted at night during the sitting of the 
senate, and that all necessary conveniences are supplied to the members, officers and 
committees. 
 
 (2)  The sergeant-at-arms shall, upon request of the Joint Legislative Committee 
on Performance Evaluation and Expenditure Review, serve any committee process 
provided for by this act.  
 
 SECTION 35.  Section 29-13-1, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 29-13-1.  (1)  The Department of Finance and Administration ("department") shall 
purchase and maintain business property insurance and business personal property 
insurance, or allow for the establishment of a self-insurance fund or self-insurance 
reserves, or any combination thereof, on all state-owned buildings and/or contents as 
required by federal law and regulations of the Federal Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA) as is necessary for receiving public assistance or reimbursement for repair, 
reconstruction, replacement or other damage to those buildings and/or contents caused 
by the Hurricane Katrina Disaster of 2005 or subsequent disasters.  The department is 
authorized to expend funds from any available source for the purpose of obtaining and 
maintaining that property insurance.  No funds shall be expended for the establishment of 
any such self-insurance program until such time the Mississippi Self-Insurance Task Force 
has completed a report and the report reflects a cost benefit to the State of Mississippi.  
The administration and service of any such self-insurance program may be contracted to 
a third party and approved by the Commissioner of Insurance.  The department is 
authorized to enter into agreements with other state agencies, local school districts, 
community/junior college districts, state institutions of higher learning and community 
hospitals to pool their liabilities to participate in a group business property and/or business 
personal property insurance program, subject to uniform rules and regulations as may be 
adopted by the Department of Finance and Administration. 
 
 (2)  The Department of Finance and Administration is required to purchase and 
maintain flood insurance under the National Flood Insurance Program (42 USCS, Section 
4001 et seq.) as required by federal law on state-owned buildings and/or contents.  To 
meet the requirements of participation in such program, the department is further required 
to adopt floodplain management criteria and procedures in accordance with the rules and 
regulations of 24 CFR, Chapter X, Subchapter B (National Flood Insurance Program), 
established by the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development 
pursuant to the National Flood Insurance Act of 1968 (Public Law 90-448) as amended 
and by the Flood Disaster Protection Act of 1973 (Public Law 93-234) as amended, and 
any supplemental changes to such rules and regulations.  The department shall adopt the 
floodplain management criteria set forth in 24 CFR, Chapter X, Section 1910.3, on an 
emergency basis immediately upon May 3, 1979, and until such time as final regulations 
and criteria are developed by the department.  Final regulations, criteria and procedures 
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shall be implemented by the department within ninety (90) days after May 3, 1979.  Such 
criteria and procedures shall apply to any new construction or substantial improvement of 
state-owned buildings and other state-owned development located in floodplain areas as 
identified in conjunction with the National Flood Insurance Program.  The department shall 
enforce the floodplain management criteria and procedures adopted by the department 
pursuant to this section. 
 
 (3)  No state agency shall be authorized to expend any state, federal or special 
funds for the construction, renovation, repair or placement of any structure in a designated 
floodplain, floodway or coastal high hazard area, or to allow for the construction, 
renovation, repair or placement of any privately owned structure onto state-owned land in 
a designated floodplain, floodway or coastal high hazard area unless such agency has 
previously obtained the necessary permits required by the Department of Finance and 
Administration to comply with the regulations of the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA), National Flood Insurance Program and the state's floodplain 
management regulations. 
 
 SECTION 36.  (1)  There is hereby created the "Mississippi Self-Insurance Task 
Force" to study, report and make recommendations on: 
 
  (a)  The management of state facilities, including rental and owned facilities, 
and building construction for state facilities; 
 
  (b)  The property and liability coverage for state facilities, building 
construction for state facilities, including reserves and solvency; 
 
  (c)  The financial state of the State Tort Claims Plan, including current 
reserves and solvency; 
 
  (d)  A comparison of the State property and liability insurance plans and 
State Tort Claims Plan in other southeastern states, including, but not limited to, their 
governance structures, benefits or services offered, solvency, reserves and rate structures 
and increases over time; and 
 
  (e)  Any other information or recommendations related which may be 
relevant to achieving the goal of ensuring all state facilities and any state liabilities have 
sufficient levels of coverage at the best rates. 
 
 (2)  The task force shall be composed of the following members: 
 
  (a)  The Chairs of the Insurance Committees in the Mississippi House of 
Representatives and Mississippi Senate; 
 
  (b)  The Chairs of the Public Property Committees in the Mississippi House 
of Representatives and Mississippi Senate; 
 
  (c)  The Commissioner of Insurance, or his or her designee; 
 
  (d)  The Commissioner of Higher Education, or his or her designee; 
 
  (e)  The Executive Director of the Department of Finance and Administration, 
or his or her designee; 
 
  (f)  An actuary appointed by the Governor; 
 
  (g)  A reinsurance broker appointed by the Lieutenant Governor; and 
 
  (h)  A property and casualty insurance agent appointed by the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives. 
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 (3)  Appointments shall be made no later than thirty (30) days after the effective 
date of this act.  The Chairs of the Insurance Committees in the Senate and House of 
Representatives shall convene the members of the task force for an organizational 
meeting within thirty (30) days after the deadline for appointing members, at which time 
the members of the task force shall select a chairman and a vice chairman from its 
membership.  The vice chairman shall also serve as secretary and be responsible for 
keeping all records of the task force.  A majority of the members of the task force 
constitutes a quorum.  In the selection of its officers and the adoption of rules, resolutions 
and reports, an affirmative vote of a majority of the task force shall be required to be 
recorded in the official minutes of the meeting in which the vote occurred.  Meetings of the 
task force shall be held at the State Capitol; however, if it is not feasible for the task force 
to hold an in-person meeting, the task force may convene using an online meeting 
platform that is accessible for viewing by the public. 
 
 (4)  The Department of Finance and Administration shall provide, using existing 
resources, administrative and clerical support to the task force.  The Executive Director of 
the Department of Finance and Administration shall designate appropriate staff to assist 
the task force in carrying out its duties. 
 
 (5)  Subject to appropriation, members of the task force who are not state 
employees may be compensated at the per diem rate authorized by Section 25-3-69 and 
reimbursed in accordance with Section 25-3-41 for mileage and actual expenses incurred 
in the performance of their duties.  However, task force members may not incur per diem, 
travel or other expenses unless previously authorized by vote, at a meeting of the task 
force, which action must be recorded in the official minutes of the meeting.  Per diem and 
expense payments made pursuant to this subsection may be paid from any funds made 
available to the task force for that purpose. 
 
 (6)  The task force shall make a report of its findings and recommendations, 
including any recommended legislation, to the Lieutenant Governor, Speaker of the House 
of Representatives and the Chairs of the Insurance Committees of the House of 
Representatives and Senate on or before November 1, 2025, at which time the task force 
will be dissolved. 
 
 SECTION 37.  Section 31-11-3, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 31-11-3.  (1)  The Department of Finance and Administration, for the purposes of 
carrying out the provisions of this chapter, in addition to all other rights and powers granted 
by law, shall have full power and authority to employ and compensate architects or other 
employees necessary for the purpose of making inspections, preparing plans and 
specifications, supervising the erection of any buildings, and making any repairs or 
additions as may be determined by the Department of Finance and Administration to be 
necessary, pursuant to the rules and regulations of the State Personnel Board.  The 
department shall have entire control and supervision of, and determine what, if any, 
buildings, additions, repairs, demolitions or improvements are to be made under the 
provisions of this chapter, subject to the regulations adopted by the Public Procurement 
Review Board. 
 
 (2)  The department shall have full power to erect buildings, make repairs, additions 
or improvements, demolitions, to grant or acquire easements or rights-of-way, and to buy 
materials, supplies and equipment for any of the institutions or departments of the state 
subject to the regulations adopted by the Public Procurement Review Board.  In addition 
to other powers conferred, the department shall have full power and authority, as directed 
by the Legislature, or when funds have been appropriated for its use for these purposes, 
to: 
 
  (a)  Build a state office building; 
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  (b)  Build suitable plants or buildings for the use and housing of any state 
schools or institutions, including the building of plants or buildings for new state schools 
or institutions, as provided for by the Legislature; 
 
  (c)  Provide state aid for the construction of school buildings; 
 
  (d)  Promote and develop the training of returned veterans of the United 
States in all sorts of educational and vocational learning to be supplied by the proper 
educational institution of the State of Mississippi, and in so doing allocate monies 
appropriated to it for these purposes to the Governor for use by him in setting up, 
maintaining and operating an office and employing a state director of on-the-job training 
for veterans and the personnel necessary in carrying out Public Law No. 346 of the United 
States; 
 
  (e)  Build and equip a hospital and administration building at the Mississippi 
State Penitentiary; 
 
  (f)  Build and equip additional buildings and wards at the Boswell Retardation 
Center; 
 
  (g)  Construct a sewage disposal and treatment plant at the Mississippi State 
Hospital, and in so doing acquire additional land as may be necessary, and to exercise 
the right of eminent domain in the acquisition of this land; 
 
  (h)  Build and equip the Mississippi central market and purchase or acquire 
by eminent domain, if necessary, any lands needed for this purpose; 
 
  (i)  Build and equip suitable facilities for a training and employing center for 
the blind; 
 
  (j)  Build and equip a gymnasium at Columbia Training School; 
 
  (k)  Approve or disapprove the expenditure of any money appropriated by 
the Legislature when authorized by the bill making the appropriation; 
 
  (l)  Expend monies appropriated to it in paying the state's part of the cost of 
any street paving; 
 
  (m)  Sell and convey state lands when authorized by the Legislature, cause 
said lands to be properly surveyed and platted, execute all deeds or other legal 
instruments, and do any and all other things required to effectively carry out the purpose 
and intent of the Legislature.  Any transaction which involves state lands under the 
provisions of this paragraph shall be done in a manner consistent with the provisions of 
Section 29-1-1; 
 
  (n)  Collect and receive from educational institutions of the State of 
Mississippi monies required to be paid by these institutions to the state in carrying out any 
veterans' educational programs; 
 
  (o)  Purchase lands for building sites, or as additions to building sites, for the 
erection of buildings and other facilities which the department is authorized to erect, and 
demolish and dispose of old buildings, when necessary for the proper construction of new 
buildings.  Any transaction which involves state lands under the provisions of this 
paragraph shall be done in a manner consistent with the provisions of Section 29-1-1; 
 
  (p)  Obtain business property insurance, or allow for the establishment of a 
self-insurance fund or self-insurance reserves, or any combination thereof, with a 
deductible of not less than One Hundred Thousand Dollars ($100,000.00) on state-owned 
buildings under the management and control of the department; * * * 
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  (q)  In consultation with and approval by the Chairmen of the Public Property 
Committees of the Senate and the House of Representatives, enter into contracts for the 
purpose of providing parking spaces for state employees who work in the Woolfolk 
Building, the Carroll Gartin Justice Building or the Walter Sillers Office Building * * *; and 
 
  (r)  The department is hereby authorized to transfer up to One Million Dollars 
($1,000,000.00) of available bond funds to each community college requesting to be 
exempt from department control and supervision relating to the repair, renovation and 
improvement of existing facilities owned by the community colleges, including utility 
infrastructure projects; heating and air conditioning systems; and the replacement of 
furniture and equipment.  The community colleges shall abide by all applicable statutes 
related to the purchase of the repair, renovation and improvement of such existing 
facilities. 
 
 (3)  The department shall survey state-owned and state-utilized buildings to 
establish an estimate of the costs of architectural alterations, pursuant to the Americans 
With Disabilities Act of 1990, 42 USCS, Section 12111 et seq.  The department shall 
establish priorities for making the identified architectural alterations and shall make known 
to the Legislative Budget Office and to the Legislature the required cost to effectuate such 
alterations.  To meet the requirements of this section, the department shall use standards 
of accessibility that are at least as stringent as any applicable federal requirements and 
may consider: 
 
  (a)  Federal minimum guidelines and requirements issued by the United 
States Architectural and Transportation Barriers Compliance Board and standards issued 
by other federal agencies; 
 
  (b)  The criteria contained in the American Standard Specifications for 
Making Buildings Accessible and Usable by the Physically Handicapped and any 
amendments thereto as approved by the American Standards Association, Incorporated 
(ANSI Standards); 
 
  (c)  Design manuals; 
 
  (d)  Applicable federal guidelines; 
 
  (e)  Current literature in the field; 
 
  (f)  Applicable safety standards; and 
 
  (g)  Any applicable environmental impact statements. 
 
 (4)  The department shall observe the provisions of Section 31-5-23 in letting 
contracts and shall use Mississippi products, including paint, varnish and lacquer which 
contain as vehicles tung oil and either ester gum or modified resin (with rosin as the 
principal base of constituents), and turpentine shall be used as a solvent or thinner, where 
these products are available at a cost not to exceed the cost of products grown, produced, 
prepared, made or manufactured outside of the State of Mississippi. 
 
 (5)  The department shall have authority to accept grants, loans or donations from 
the United States government or from any other sources for the purpose of matching funds 
in carrying out the provisions of this chapter. 
 
 (6)  The department shall build a wheelchair ramp at the War Memorial Building 
which complies with all applicable federal laws, regulations and specifications regarding 
wheelchair ramps. 
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 (7)  The department shall review and preapprove all architectural or engineering 
service contracts entered into by any state agency, institution, commission, board or 
authority, regardless of the source of funding used to defray the costs of the construction 
or renovation project, for which services are to be obtained to ensure compliance with 
purchasing regulations and to confirm that the contracts are procured by a competitive 
qualification-based selection process except where such appointment is for an emergency 
project or for a continuation of a previous appointment for a directly related project.  The 
provisions of this subsection (7) shall not apply to: 
 
  (a)  Any architectural or engineering contract fully paid for by self-generated 
funds of any of the state institutions of higher learning; 
 
  (b)  Any architectural or engineering contract that is self-administered at a 
state institution of higher learning as provided under Section 27-104-7(2)(b) or 
37-101-15(m); 
 
  (c)  Community college projects that are fully funded from local funds or 
other nonstate sources which are outside the Department of Finance and Administration's 
appropriations or as directed by the Legislature; 
 
  (d)  Any construction or design projects of the State Military Department that 
are fully or partially funded from federal funds or other nonstate sources; and 
 
  (e)  Any project of the State Department of Transportation. 
 
 (8)  (a)  The department shall have the authority to obtain annually from the state 
institutions of higher learning, the state community colleges and junior colleges, the 
Department of Mental Health, the Department of Corrections and the Department of 
Wildlife, Fisheries and Parks information on all renovation and repair expenditures for 
buildings under their operation and control, including duties, responsibilities and costs of 
any architect or engineer hired by any such institutions, and shall annually report the same 
to the Legislative Budget Office, the Chairman of the House Public Property Committee 
and the Chairman of the Senate Public Property Committee before September 1. 
 
  (b)  All state agencies, departments and institutions are required to 
cooperate with the Department of Finance and Administration in carrying out the 
provisions of this subsection. 
 
  (c)  Expenditures shall not include those amounts expended for janitorial, 
landscaping or administrative support, but shall include expenditures from both state and 
nonstate sources. 
 
  (d)  Expenditures shall not include amounts expended by the department on 
behalf of state agencies, departments and institutions through the Department of Finance 
and Administration administered contracts, but shall include amounts transferred to the 
Department of Finance and Administration for support of such contracts. 
 
 (9)  As an alternative to other methods of awarding contracts as prescribed by law, 
the department may elect to use the method of contracting for construction projects set 
out in Sections 31-7-13.1 and 31-7-13.2; however, the design-build method of 
construction contracting authorized under Section 31-7-13.1 may be used only when the 
Legislature has specifically required or authorized the use of this method in the legislation 
authorizing a project. 
 
 (10)  The department shall have the authority, for the purposes of carrying out the 
provisions of this chapter, and in addition to all other rights and powers granted by law, to 
create and maintain a list of suspended and debarred contractors and subcontractors.  
Consistent with this authority, the department may adopt regulations governing the 
suspension or debarment of contractors and subcontractors, which regulations shall be 



SENATE JOURNAL 
THURSDAY, MARCH 6, 2025 

 

1162 

subject to the approval of the Public Procurement Review Board.  A suspended or 
debarred contractor or subcontractor shall be disqualified from consideration for contracts 
with the department during the suspension or debarment period in accordance with the 
department's regulations. 
 
 (11)  This section shall not apply to the Mississippi State Port Authority. 
 
 SECTION 38.  Section 37-29-67, Mississippi Code of 1972, is brought forward as 
follows: 
 
 37-29-67.  (1)  The duties of the board of trustees shall be the general government 
of the community/junior college and directive of the administration thereof.  Subject to the 
provisions of Sections 37-29-1 through 37-29-273, the board shall have full power to do 
all things necessary to the successful operation of the district and the college or colleges 
or attendance centers located therein to insure educational advantages and opportunities 
to all the enrollees within the district. 
 
 (2)  The board of trustees shall be authorized to designate a personnel supervisor 
or other person employed by the district to recommend teachers and to transmit such 
recommendations to the board of trustees; however, this authorization shall be restricted 
to no more than two (2) positions for each employment period in the district. 
 
 (3)  The delineation and enumeration of the powers and purposes set out in 
Sections 37-29-1 through 37-29-273 shall be deemed to be supplemental and additional, 
and shall not be construed to restrict the powers of the board of trustees of the district or 
of any college located therein so as to deny to the said district and the college or colleges 
therein the rights, privileges and powers previously authorized by statute. 
 
 (4)  The board of trustees shall have the power to enter into an energy performance 
contract, energy services contract, a shared-savings, lease or lease-purchase basis, for 
energy efficiency services and/or equipment as prescribed in Section 31-7-14. 
 
 (5)  The board of trustees shall be authorized, with the approval of the Mississippi 
Community College Board, to change the name of the junior college to community college.  
The Mississippi Community College Board shall establish guidelines for the 
implementation of any junior college name change.  Any reference to junior college district 
in this chapter shall hereinafter refer to the junior college district or its successor in name 
as changed by the board of trustees. 
 
 (6)  The boards of trustees shall purchase and maintain business property 
insurance and business personal property insurance on all college-owned buildings 
and/or contents as required by federal law and regulations of the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) as is necessary for receiving public assistance or 
reimbursement for repair, reconstruction, replacement or other damage to such buildings 
and/or contents caused by the Hurricane Katrina Disaster of 2005 or subsequent 
disasters.  The boards of trustees are authorized to expend funds from any available 
source for the purpose of obtaining and maintaining that property insurance.  The boards 
of trustees are authorized to enter into agreements with the Department of Finance and 
Administration, local school districts, other community/junior college districts, state 
institutions of higher learning, community hospitals and/or other state agencies to pool 
their liabilities to participate in a group business property and/or business personal 
property insurance program, subject to uniform rules and regulations as may be adopted 
by the Department of Finance and Administration. 
 
 SECTION 39.  Section 41-73-31, Mississippi Code of 1972, is brought forward as 
follows: 
 
 41-73-31.  In addition to the other powers and duties of the authority specified 
elsewhere in this act, the authority is specifically authorized to initiate a program of 
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providing hospital equipment or hospital facilities located within the state to be operated 
by participating hospital institutions.  In this regard, the authority shall be authorized to 
exercise the following powers: 
 
 (1)  To establish eligibility standards for participating hospital institutions; 
 
 (2)  To enter into an agreement with any entity securing the payment of bonds 
pursuant to Section 41-73-27(j) or (k) authorizing said entity to approve the participating 
hospital institutions that can finance or refinance hospital equipment or hospital facilities 
with proceeds from the bond issue secured by said entity; 
 
 (3)  To lease to a participating hospital institution specific hospital facilities or items 
of hospital equipment upon such terms and conditions as the authority may deem proper, 
to charge and collect rents therefor, to terminate any such lease upon the failure of the 
lessee to comply with any of its obligations thereunder or otherwise as such lease may 
provide, to include in any such lease provisions that the lessee shall have the option to 
renew the term of the lease for such period or periods and at such rents as may be 
determined by the authority or to purchase any or all of the hospital facilities or hospital 
equipment to which such lease shall apply; 
 
 (4)  To loan to a participating hospital institution under an installment purchase 
contract or loan agreement monies to finance or refinance the cost of specific items of 
hospital facilities or hospital equipment and to take back a secured or unsecured 
promissory note evidencing such loan and a mortgage or security interest in the hospital 
facilities or hospital equipment financed or refinanced with such loan, upon such terms 
and conditions as the authority may deem proper; 
 
 (5)  To sell or otherwise dispose of any or all unneeded or obsolete hospital facilities 
or hospital equipment under terms and conditions as determined by the authority; 
 
 (6)  To maintain, repair, replace and otherwise improve or cause to be maintained, 
repaired, replaced and otherwise improved any hospital facilities or hospital equipment 
owned by the authority; 
 
 (7)  To obtain or aid in obtaining property insurance on all hospital facilities or 
hospital equipment owned or financed by the authority and to enter into any agreement, 
contract or other instrument with respect to any such insurance to accept payment in the 
event of damage to or destruction of any hospital equipment; 
 
 (8)  To enter into any agreement, contract or other instrument with respect to any 
insurance or guarantee or letter of credit, accepting payment in such manner and form as 
provided therein in the event of default by a participating hospital institution, and to assign 
any such insurance or guarantee or letter of credit as security for bonds issued by the 
authority; and 
 
 (9)  To purchase and maintain business property insurance and business personal 
property insurance on all hospital-owned buildings and/or contents as required by federal 
law and regulations of the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) as is 
necessary for receiving public assistance or reimbursement for repair, reconstruction, 
replacement or other damage to those buildings and/or contents caused by the Hurricane 
Katrina Disaster of 2005 or subsequent disasters.  The authority is authorized to expend 
funds from any available source for the purpose of obtaining and maintaining that property 
insurance.  The authority is authorized to enter into agreements with the Department of 
Finance and Administration, local school districts, community/junior college districts, state 
institutions of higher learning, other community hospitals and/or other state agencies to 
pool their liabilities to participate in a group business property and/or business personal 
property insurance program, subject to uniform rules and regulations as may be adopted 
by the Department of Finance and Administration. 
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 SECTION 40.  Section 37-7-303, Mississippi Code of 1972, is brought forward as 
follows: 
 
 37-7-303.  (1)  The school board of any school district may insure motor vehicles 
for any hazard that the board may choose, and shall insure the school buildings, 
equipment and other school property of the district against any and all hazards that the 
board may deem necessary to provide insurance against.  In addition, the local school 
board of any school district shall purchase and maintain business property insurance and 
business personal property insurance on all school district-owned buildings and/or 
contents as required by federal law and regulations of the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) as is necessary for receiving public assistance or 
reimbursement for repair, reconstruction, replacement or other damage to those buildings 
and/or contents caused by the Hurricane Katrina Disaster of 2005 or subsequent 
disasters.  The school district is authorized to expend funds from any available source for 
the purpose of obtaining and maintaining that property insurance.  The school district is 
authorized to enter into agreements with the Department of Finance and Administration, 
other local school districts, community or junior college districts, state institutions of higher 
learning, community hospitals and/or other state agencies to pool their liabilities to 
participate in a group business property and/or business personal property insurance 
program, subject to uniform rules and regulations as may be adopted by the Department 
of Finance and Administration.  Such school board shall be authorized to contract for such 
insurance for a term of not exceeding five (5) years and to obligate the district for the 
payment of the premiums thereon.  When necessary, the school board is authorized and 
empowered, in its discretion, to borrow money payable in annual installments for a period 
of not exceeding five (5) years at a rate of interest not exceeding eight percent (8%) per 
annum to provide funds to pay such insurance premiums.  The money so borrowed and 
the interest thereon shall be payable from any school funds of the district other than the 
total funding formula funds provided for in Sections 37-151-200 through 37-151-215.  The 
school boards of school districts are further authorized and empowered, in all cases where 
same may be necessary, to bring and maintain suits and other actions in any court of 
competent jurisdiction for the purpose of collecting the proceeds of insurance policies 
issued upon the property of such school district. 
 
 (2)  Two (2) or more school districts, together with other educational entities or 
agencies, may agree to pool their liabilities to participate in a group workers' compensation 
program.  The governing authorities of any school board or other educational entity or 
agency may authorize the organization and operation of, or the participation in such a 
group self-insurance program with other school boards and educational entities or 
agencies, subject to the requirements of Section 71-3-5.  The Workers' Compensation 
Commission shall approve such group self-insurance programs subject to uniform rules 
and regulations as may be adopted by the commission applicable to all groups. 
 
 (3)  The governing board of any county, municipality, municipal separate school 
district, other school district or community/junior college district, and the governing board 
or head of any other political subdivision or entity may negotiate for, secure and pool their 
risks under this section and may provide for the purchase of any one or more policies of 
property insurance, or the establishment of a self-insurance fund or self-insurance 
reserves, or any combination thereof.  The governing board of any political subdivision or 
other entity set forth in this section is authorized to expend funds from any available source 
for the purpose of obtaining and maintaining that property insurance.  The administration 
and service of any such self-insurance program shall be contracted to a third party and 
approved by the Commissioner of Insurance. 
 
 SECTION 41.  Section 37-101-15, Mississippi Code of 1972, is brought forward as 
follows: 
 
 37-101-15.  (a)  The Board of Trustees of State Institutions of Higher Learning shall 
succeed to and continue to exercise control of all records, books, papers, equipment, and 
supplies, and all lands, buildings, and other real and personal property belonging to or 
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assigned to the use and benefit of the board of trustees formerly supervising and 
controlling the institutions of higher learning named in Section 37-101-1.  The board shall 
have and exercise control of the use, distribution and disbursement of all funds, 
appropriations and taxes, now and hereafter in possession, levied and collected, received, 
or appropriated for the use, benefit, support, and maintenance or capital outlay 
expenditures of the institutions of higher learning, including the authorization of 
employees to sign vouchers for the disbursement of funds for the various institutions, 
except where otherwise specifically provided by law. 
 
 (b)  The board shall have general supervision of the affairs of all the institutions of 
higher learning, including the departments and the schools thereof.  The board shall have 
the power in its discretion to determine who shall be privileged to enter, to remain in, or to 
graduate therefrom.  The board shall have general supervision of the conduct of libraries 
and laboratories, the care of dormitories, buildings, and grounds; the business methods 
and arrangement of accounts and records; the organization of the administrative plan of 
each institution; and all other matters incident to the proper functioning of the institutions.  
The board shall have the authority to establish minimum standards of achievement as a 
prerequisite for entrance into any of the institutions under its jurisdiction, which standards 
need not be uniform between the various institutions and which may be based upon such 
criteria as the board may establish. 
 
 (c)  The board shall exercise all the powers and prerogatives conferred upon it 
under the laws establishing and providing for the operation of the several institutions 
herein specified.  The board shall adopt such bylaws and regulations from time to time as 
it deems expedient for the proper supervision and control of the several institutions of 
higher learning, insofar as such bylaws and regulations are not repugnant to the 
Constitution and laws, and not inconsistent with the object for which these institutions 
were established.  The board shall have power and authority to prescribe rules and 
regulations for policing the campuses and all buildings of the respective institutions, to 
authorize the arrest of all persons violating on any campus any criminal law of the state, 
and to have such law violators turned over to the civil authorities. 
 
 (d)  For all institutions specified herein, the board shall provide a uniform system of 
recording and of accounting approved by the State Department of Audit.  The board shall 
annually prepare, or cause to be prepared, a budget for each institution of higher learning 
for the succeeding year which must be prepared and in readiness for at least thirty (30) 
days before the convening of the regular session of the Legislature.  All relationships and 
negotiations between the State Legislature and its various committees and the institutions 
named herein shall be carried on through the board of trustees.  No official, employee or 
agent representing any of the separate institutions shall appear before the Legislature or 
any committee thereof except upon the written order of the board or upon the request of 
the Legislature or a committee thereof. 
 
 (e)  For all institutions specified herein, the board shall prepare an annual report to 
the Legislature setting forth the disbursements of all monies appropriated to the respective 
institutions.  Each report to the Legislature shall show how the money appropriated to the 
several institutions has been expended, beginning and ending with the fiscal years of the 
institutions, showing the name of each teacher, officer, and employee, and the salary paid 
each, and an itemized statement of each and every item of receipts and expenditures.  
Each report must be balanced, and must begin with the former balance.  If any property 
belonging to the state or the institution is used for profit, the reports shall show the 
expense incurred in managing the property and the amount received therefrom.  The 
reports shall also show a summary of the gross receipts and gross disbursements for 
each year and shall show the money on hand at the beginning of the fiscal period of the 
institution next preceding each session of the Legislature and the necessary amount of 
expense to be incurred from said date to January 1 following.  The board shall keep the 
annual expenditures of each institution herein mentioned within the income derived from 
legislative appropriations and other sources, but in case of emergency arising from acts 
of providence, epidemics, fire or storm with the written approval of the Governor and by 
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written consent of a majority of the senators and of the representatives it may exceed the 
income.  The board shall require a surety bond in a surety company authorized to do 
business in this state of every employee who is the custodian of funds belonging to one 
or more of the institutions mentioned herein, which bond shall be in a sum to be fixed by 
the board in an amount that will properly safeguard the said funds, the premium for which 
shall be paid out of the funds appropriated for said institutions. 
 
 (f)  The board shall have the power and authority to elect the heads of the various 
institutions of higher learning and to contract with all deans, professors, and other 
members of the teaching staff, and all administrative employees of said institutions for a 
term not exceeding four (4) years.  The board shall have the power and authority to 
terminate any such contract at any time for malfeasance, inefficiency, or contumacious 
conduct, but never for political reasons.  It shall be the policy of the board to permit the 
executive head of each institution to nominate for election by the board all subordinate 
employees of the institution over which he presides.  It shall be the policy of the board to 
elect all officials for a definite tenure of service and to reelect during the period of 
satisfactory service.  The board shall have the power to make any adjustments it thinks 
necessary between the various departments and schools of any institution or between the 
different institutions. 
 
 (g)  The board shall keep complete minutes and records of all proceedings which 
shall be open for inspection by any citizen of the state. 
 
 (h)  The board shall have the power to enter into an energy performance contract, 
energy services contract, on a shared-savings, lease or lease-purchase basis, for energy 
efficiency services and/or equipment as prescribed in Section 31-7-14. 
 
 (i)  The Board of Trustees of State Institutions of Higher Learning, for and on behalf 
of Jackson State University, is hereby authorized to convey by donation or otherwise 
easements across portions of certain real estate located in the City of Jackson, Hinds 
County, Mississippi, for right-of-way required for the Metro Parkway Project. 
 
 (j)  In connection with any international contract between the board or one (1) of 
the state's institutions of higher learning and any party outside of the United States, the 
board or institution that is the party to the international contract is hereby authorized and 
empowered to include in the contract a provision for the resolution by arbitration of any 
controversy between the parties to the contract relating to such contract or the failure or 
refusal to perform any part of the contract.  Such provision shall be valid, enforceable and 
irrevocable without regard to the justiciable character of the controversy.  Provided, 
however, that in the event either party to such contract initiates litigation against the other 
with respect to the contract, the arbitration provision shall be deemed waived unless 
asserted as a defense on or before the responding party is required to answer such 
litigation. 
 
 (k)  The Board of Trustees of State Institutions of Higher Learning ("board"), on 
behalf of any institution under its jurisdiction, shall purchase and maintain business 
property insurance and business personal property insurance on all university-owned 
buildings and/or contents as required by federal law and regulations of the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) as is necessary for receiving public assistance 
or reimbursement for repair, reconstruction, replacement or other damage to those 
buildings and/or contents caused by the Hurricane Katrina Disaster of 2005 or subsequent 
disasters.  The board is authorized to expend funds from any available source for the 
purpose of obtaining and maintaining that property insurance.  The board is authorized to 
enter into agreements with the Department of Finance and Administration, local school 
districts, community/junior college districts, community hospitals and/or other state 
agencies to pool their liabilities to participate in a group business property and/or business 
personal property insurance program, subject to uniform rules and regulations as may be 
adopted by the Department of Finance and Administration. 
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 (l)  The Board of Trustees of State Institutions of Higher Learning, or its designee, 
may approve the payment or reimbursement of reasonable travel expenses incurred by 
candidates for open positions at the board's executive office or at any of the state 
institutions of higher learning, when the job candidate has incurred expenses in traveling 
to a job interview at the request of the board, the Commissioner of Higher Education or a 
state institution of higher learning administrator. 
 
 (m)  (i)  The Board of Trustees of State Institutions of Higher Learning is authorized 
to administer and approve contracts for the construction and maintenance of buildings 
and other facilities of the state institutions of higher learning, including related contracts 
for architectural and engineering services, which are paid for with self-generated funds. 
 
  (ii)  Additionally, the board is authorized to oversee, administer and approve 
contracts for the construction and maintenance of buildings and other facilities of the state 
institutions of higher learning, including related contracts for architectural and engineering 
services, which are funded in whole or in part by general obligation bonds of the State of 
Mississippi at institutions designated annually by the board as being capable to procure 
and administer all such contracts.  Prior to the disbursement of funds, an agreement for 
each project between the institution and the Department of Finance and Administration 
shall be executed.  The approval and execution of the agreement shall not be withheld by 
either party unless the withholding party provides a written, detailed explanation of the 
basis for withholding to the other party.  The agreement shall stipulate the responsibilities 
of each party, applicable procurement regulations, documentation and reporting 
requirements, conditions prior to, and schedule of, disbursement of general obligation 
bond funds to the institution and provisions concerning handling any remaining general 
obligation bonds at the completion of the project.  Such agreement shall not include 
provisions that constitute additional qualifications or criteria that act to invalidate the 
designation of an institution as capable of procuring and administering such project.  
Inclusion of any such provisions may be appealed to the Public Procurement Review 
Board.  This paragraph (ii) shall stand repealed from and after July 1, 2025. 
 
 (n)  The Board of Trustees of State Institutions of Higher Learning ("board") shall 
require all on-campus faculty and staff employed by, and all students attending, any of the 
state institutions of higher learning identified in Section 37-101-1 to be issued an 
identification badge in physical or electronic format.  Any identification card issued or 
renewed pursuant to this section, whether physical or in an electronic format, shall include 
the words "Crisis Lifeline - Dial or Text 988, or chat 988lifeline.org" or like language for 
formatting purposes. 
 
 SECTION 42.  This act shall take effect and be in force from and after July 1, 2025, 
and shall stand repealed on June 30, 2025. 
 
 Further, amend by striking the title in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 
 
 
 AN ACT TO CREATE THE CREATING LOGIC FOR EFFICIENCY AND 
ACCOUNTABILITY REFORM (CLEAR) ACT; TO CREATE NEW SECTION 5-3-77, 
MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO AUTHORIZE THE PEER COMMITTEE TO 
ESTABLISH A PROGRAM OF REVIEWING SELECTED NEWLY ADOPTED STATE 
AGENCY ADMINISTRATIVE RULES; TO PROVIDE THAT SUCH REVIEWS SHALL 
PRODUCE A REPORT TO THE LEGISLATURE ON NEWLY ADOPTED STATE AGENCY 
ADMINISTRATIVE RULES AND THEIR CONFORMITY TO THE INTENT OF THE LAW 
AUTHORIZING THEM, AS WELL AS ANY OTHER MATTER THE COMMITTEE 
CONSIDERS APPROPRIATE; TO AMEND SECTION 37-3-5, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 
1972, TO require the STATE Department of Education to collect certain information and 
make certain recommendations regarding school district technology and plans addressing 
technology disaster recovery; TO AMEND SECTION 37-9-59, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 
1972, TO require the department to set standards regarding investigations of school 
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district personnel; TO AMEND SECTION 37-13-137, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO 
require the Department to provide school districts with support to make them more 
efficient and effective planners of school nutrition programs; TO AMEND SECTION 
37-37-1, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO require the Department of Education to 
annually review its accounting procedures and requirements for school districts to assist 
districts in providing greater detail, clarity, and accuracy of district revenues and expenses; 
TO AMEND SECTION 37-41-13, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO require the 
DEPARTMENT TO assist school districts in planning transportation services; TO AMEND 
SECTION 43-13-117, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO REQUIRE THE PEER 
COMMITTEE TO CONDUCT A PERFORMANCE EVALUATION OF THE DIVISION OF 
MEDICAID'S NONEMERGENCY TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM TWO YEARS AFTER 
THE IMPLEMENTATION DATE OF EACH NEW CONTRACT; TO AMEND SECTION 
37-181-5, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO PROVIDE THAT A PARENT, GUARDIAN, 
ELIGIBLE SCHOOL, OR EDUCATIONAL SERVICE PROVIDER MAY REQUEST 
REIMBURSEMENT FOR QUALIFYING EXPENSES UNDER THE EDUCATION 
SCHOLARSHIP ACCOUNT (ESA) PROGRAM AFTER A STUDENT RETURNS TO A 
PUBLIC SCHOOL IN THE STUDENT'S HOME SCHOOL DISTRICT; TO PROVIDE THAT, 
UPON A STUDENT'S RETURN TO THE HOME SCHOOL DISTRICT, ANY FUNDS 
REMAINING IN THE STUDENT'S ESA AFTER REIMBURSEMENT REQUESTS HAVE 
BEEN PROCESSED SHALL BE DISTRIBUTED TO THE HOME DISTRICT; TO 
DISTRIBUTE FUNDS FROM A CLOSED ESA TO THE STATE GENERAL FUND AT THE 
END OF THE SCHOOL YEAR IF THE STUDENT HAS NOT RETURNED TO THE HOME 
DISTRICT; TO AMEND SECTION 37-181-7, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO REMOVE 
THE LIMIT ON NEW ENROLLMENT IN THE ESA PROGRAM OF 500 ADDITIONAL 
STUDENTS PER YEAR; TO PROVIDE THAT EACH STUDENT'S ESA SHALL BE 
FUNDED AT AN AMOUNT EQUIVALENT TO THE STUDENT BASE AMOUNT UNDER 
THE TOTAL FUNDING FORMULA; TO AMEND SECTION 37-181-9, MISSISSIPPI 
CODE OF 1972, TO REMOVE THE AUTHORIZATION OF THE STATE DEPARTMENT 
OF EDUCATION TO DEDUCT AN AMOUNT UP TO A LIMIT OF 6% FROM 
APPROPRIATIONS USED TO FUND ESAS TO COVER THE COSTS OF OVERSEEING 
THE FUNDS AND ADMINISTERING THE ESA PROGRAM; TO REQUIRE THE STATE 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION TO IMPLEMENT AN APPLICATION OR 
AUTHORIZATION PROCESS TO DETERMINE THE ELIGIBILITY OF NONPUBLIC 
SCHOOLS TO PARTICIPATE IN THE ESA PROGRAM; TO AMEND SECTION 
37-181-15, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO REQUIRE ALL ELIGIBLE SCHOOLS TO 
ADVISE PARENTS OF STUDENTS WHO QUALIFY FOR OTHER SCHOLARSHIP 
PROGRAMS TO APPLY FOR THOSE PROGRAMS INSTEAD OF THE ESA PROGRAM; 
TO REQUIRE PARTICIPATING STUDENTS TO TAKE THE SAME ASSESSMENT AT 
THE BEGINNING AND THE END OF THE SCHOOL YEAR; TO LIMIT THE TYPES OF 
ASSESSMENTS STUDENTS ARE REQUIRED TO TAKE; TO PROVIDE A MEASURE 
OF FLEXIBILITY IF THE STANDARD ASSESSMENT TYPES ARE INAPPROPRIATE 
DUE TO THE SEVERITY OF THE STUDENT'S DISABILITY; TO AMEND SECTION 
37-181-17, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO REQUIRE ELIGIBLE SCHOOLS, OR THE 
PARENT OR GUARDIAN WHO SUBMITTED THE ESA APPLICATION, TO SUBMIT 
INFORMATION ABOUT SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES TO THE STATE 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION; TO BRING FORWARD SECTIONS 37-181-1, 
37-181-3, 37-181-11, 37-181-13, 37-181-19, 37-181-21 AND 37-181-23, MISSISSIPPI 
CODE OF 1972, FOR THE PURPOSE OF POSSIBLE AMENDMENT; TO AMEND 
SECTION 47-5-579, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO CLARIFY THAT ALL PROGRAM 
WITHHOLDINGS FROM PARTICIPANTS OF THE PRISON INDUSTRIES 
CORPORATION'S WORK INITIATIVE PROGRAM SHALL BE CALCULATED BASED 
UPON PARTICIPANT WAGES AFTER MANDATORY DEDUCTIONS; TO REQUIRE 
ACCOUNTING OF ANY DEPENDENT SUPPORT PAYMENTS, FINES, RESTITUTIONS, 
FEES OR COSTS, AS ORDERED BY THE COURT, BE REPORTED FOR EACH WORK 
INITIATIVE PARTICIPANT; TO REQUIRE THAT THE REMAINING SENTENCE LENGTH 
OF SUCH PARTICIPANT BE COLLECTED, MAINTAINED AND REPORTED; AND TO 
REQUIRE THAT A FINANCIAL ACCOUNT CREATION DATE BE COLLECTED, 
MAINTAINED AND REPORTED FOR EACH PARTICIPANT; TO AMEND SECTION 
37-28-7, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO ESTABLISH STAGGERED TERMS OF 
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OFFICE FOR MEMBERS OF THE CHARTER SCHOOL AUTHORIZER BOARD; TO 
AMEND SECTION 37-28-11, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO ALLOW FOR THE 
MISSISSIPPI CHARTER SCHOOL AUTHORIZER BOARD TO RECEIVE UP TO 3% OF 
ANNUAL PER-PUPIL ALLOCATIONS RECEIVED BY A CHARTER SCHOOL FROM 
STATE AND LOCAL FUNDS FOR EACH CHARTER SCHOOL IT AUTHORIZES; TO 
AMEND SECTION 1, CHAPTER 431, LAWS OF 2024, TO EXTEND THE OPERATION 
OF THE MISSISSIPPI K-12 AND POSTSECONDARY MENTAL HEALTH TASK FORCE 
FOR ONE ADDITIONAL YEAR; TO PROVIDE THAT THE TASK FORCE SHALL 
DEVELOP AND REPORT ITS FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE 
MISSISSIPPI LEGISLATURE ON OR BEFORE OCTOBER 1, 2025; TO DISSOLVE THE 
TASK FORCE UPON PRESENTATION OF THE REPORT DUE ON OR BEFORE 
OCTOBER 1, 2025; TO ENACT THE "MISSISSIPPI K-12 AND POSTSECONDARY 
MENTAL HEALTH ACT OF 2025"; TO ESTABLISH AN EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF 
THE INTERAGENCY COORDINATING COUNCIL FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH 
(ICCCY); TO PROVIDE FOR THE COMPOSITION OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE; 
TO SPECIFY THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE'S COORDINATING RESPONSIBILITIES 
RELATED TO THE GENERAL MENTAL HEALTH AND WELL-BEING OF CHILDREN 
AND ADOLESCENTS; TO PROVIDE FOR THE DISSEMINATION OF 
RECOMMENDATIONS AND INFORMATION COMPILED BY THE EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE; TO AMEND SECTION 43-13-1, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO 
CONFORM; TO BRING FORWARD SECTIONS 43-14-3 AND 43-14-5, MISSISSIPPI 
CODE OF 1972, FOR THE PURPOSE OF POSSIBLE AMENDMENT; TO CREATE 
SECTION 5-3-70, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO PROVIDE FOR CIVIL 
ENFORCEMENT OF PEER COMMITTEE SUBPOENAS; TO AMEND SECTION 5-3-59, 
MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO PROVIDE CRIMINAL PENALTIES FOR PERSONS 
WHO FAIL TO COMPLY WITH SUBPOENAS FROM THE PEER COMMITTEE; TO 
AMEND SECTIONS 5-1-23 AND 5-1-25, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO PROVIDE 
THAT THESE PROVISIONS ARE NOT APPLICABLE TO SUBPOENAS ISSUED BY THE 
PEER COMMITTEE; TO AMEND SECTION 5-1-35, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO 
PROVIDE THAT THE SERGEANT-AT-ARMS OF THE MISSISSIPPI STATE SENATE 
SHALL SERVE SUBPOENAS ISSUED BY THE PEER COMMITTEE; TO AMEND 
SECTION 29-13-1, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO ALLOW FOR THE DEPARTMENT 
OF FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION TO ESTABLISH A SELF-INSURANCE FUND OR 
SELF-INSURANCE RESERVES, OR ANY COMBINATION THEREOF, TO INSURE 
STATE-OWNED BUILDINGS AND CONTENTS; TO REQUIRE THE MISSISSIPPI 
SELF-INSURANCE TASK FORCE TO REPORT ON THE COST BENEFITS OF 
SELF-INSURING BEFORE FUNDS ARE EXPENDED TO SELF-INSURE; TO CREATE 
THE MISSISSIPPI SELF-INSURANCE TASK FORCE TO STUDY, REPORT AND MAKE 
RECOMMENDATIONS REGARDING A SELF-INSURANCE PLAN; TO PROVIDE 
CERTAIN ITEMS FOR THE TASK FORCE TO STUDY, REPORT AND MAKE 
RECOMMENDATIONS ON; TO PROVIDE FOR THE MEMBERSHIP AND MEETING 
PROCEDURE OF THE TASK FORCE; TO REQUIRE THE TASK FORCE TO MAKE A 
REPORT OF ITS FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS, INCLUDING ANY 
RECOMMENDED LEGISLATION, TO THE LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR, SPEAKER OF 
THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES AND THE CHAIRS OF THE INSURANCE 
COMMITTEES OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES AND SENATE ON OR 
BEFORE NOVEMBER 1, 2025, AT WHICH TIME THE TASK FORCE WILL BE 
DISSOLVED; TO AMEND SECTION 31-11-3, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO 
CONFORM; TO BRING FORWARD SECTIONS 37-29-67, 41-73-31, 37-7-303 AND 
37-101-15, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, FOR THE PURPOSE OF POSSIBLE 
AMENDMENT; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 
 
 
 Senator Parker offered the following AMENDMENT NO. 1 TO COMMITTEE 
AMENDMENT NO. 1. 
 
 AMEND on line 2305 by changing "amended" to "brought forward" 
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 AMEND on lines 2354 through 2366 by deleting the new language and restoring 
the old language. 
 
 AMEND on lines 2409 through 2412 by deleting "authorizer shall receive up to 
three percent (3%) of annual per-pupil allocations received by a charter school from state 
and local funds for each charter school it authorizes" and insert in lieu thereof: 
 
Legislature shall fund the authorizer through appropriations 
 
 AMEND on line 3045 by inserting the following after the comma: 
 
deliver to the Department of Public Safety the request to 
 
 AMEND on line 3800 by deleting the following: 
 
, and shall stand repealed on June 30, 2025 
 
 AMEND the title on line 76 by deleting "AMEND" and inserting "BRING FORWARD" 
 
 AMEND the title on lines 77 and 78 by deleting "TO ESTABLISH STAGGERED 
TERMS OF OFFICE FOR MEMBERS OF THE CHARTER SCHOOL AUTHORIZER 
BOARD" and insert in lieu thereof the following: 
 
FOR THE PURPOSE OF POSSIBLE AMENDMENT 
 
 AMEND the title on lines 80 through 82 by deleting "UP TO 3% OF ANNUAL 
PER-PUPIL ALLOCATIONS RECEIVED BY A CHARTER SCHOOL FROM STATE AND 
LOCAL FUNDS FOR EACH CHARTER SCHOOL IT AUTHORIZES" and insert in lieu 
thereof the following: 
 
FUNDING THROUGH APPROPRIATIONS FROM THE STATE LEGISLATURE 
 
 FURTHER, AMEND the title on line 108 by inserting the following after "SHALL": 
 
DELIVER TO DPS THE REQUEST TO 
 
 
 
 Amendment No. 1 to Committee Amendment No. 1 to H. B. No. 924 was adopted. 
 
 Committee Amendment No. 1 as amended to H. B. No. 924 was adopted. 
 
 YEAS AND NAYS On H. B. No. 924.  On motion of Senator Parker, the rules were 
suspended, the bill considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and nays 
being taken, it failed to pass as amended, title standing as stated, by the following vote: 
 
 Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Butler, Carter, DeLano, 
Harkins, Hopson, Horhn, Johnson, Kirby, McMahan, Michel, Parker, Polk, Robinson, 
Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Wiggins, Williams, Younger.  Total--24. 
 Nays--Berry, Blackmon, Bryan, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, England, Fillingane, 
Frazier, Hickman, Hill, Jackson, Jordan, Ladner, McCaughn, McLendon, Norwood, 
Rhodes, Seymour, Simmons D. T. (12th), Suber, Tate, Thomas, Thompson, Turner-Ford, 
Whaley.  Total--26. 
 Absent and those not voting--Parks.  Total--1. 
 Vacancies--1. 
 

__________ 
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 Senator Blount entered a motion to reconsider the vote whereby H. B. No. 924 
failed to pass the Senate. 

__________ 
 
 Senator McMahan entered a motion to reconsider the vote whereby H. B. No. 1306 
passed the Senate. 
 
 H. B. No. 1306: Preneed establishments; reduce amount of fine that Secretary of 
State may impose upon for late filing of their reports. 

__________ 
 
 Senator Parker called up the following entitled bill: 
 
 H. B. No. 1293: Pat Harrison Waterway District; revise eligibility criteria for 
appointment to board of directors. 
 
 YEAS AND NAYS On H. B. No. 1293.  On motion of Senator Barrett, the rules were 
suspended, the bill considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and nays 
being taken, it passed, title standing as stated, by the following vote: 
 
 Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan, 
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins, 
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, 
McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, Seymour, 
Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, Thompson, 
Turner-Ford, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger.  Total--50. 
 Nays--None. 
 Absent and those not voting--Parks.  Total--1. 
 Vacancies--1. 
 

__________ 
 
 Senator Parker called up the following entitled bill: 
 
 H. B. No. 917: Public Records Act; exempt certain records containing client 
information concerning development projects. 
 
 YEAS AND NAYS On H. B. No. 917.  On motion of Senator Parker, the rules were 
suspended, the bill considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and nays 
being taken, it passed, title standing as stated, by the following vote: 
 
 Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan, 
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins, 
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, 
McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, Simmons D. T. 
(12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, Thompson, Turner-Ford, 
Whaley, Williams, Younger.  Total--48. 
 Nays--Seymour, Wiggins.  Total--2. 
 Absent and those not voting--Parks.  Total--1. 
 Vacancies--1. 
 

__________ 
 
 Senator Suber entered a motion to reconsider the vote whereby H. B. No. 1366 
passed the Senate as amended. 
 
 H. B. No. 1366: Judicial office allowance and court fees; revise. 
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__________ 
 
 Senator McMahan moved that when the Senate adjourns, it adjourn in memory of 
Matt Phipps of Tupelo, MS. 

__________ 
 
 Senator McMahan moved that when the Senate adjourns, it adjourn in memory of 
Martha Virginia McNeill Noel of Laurel, MS. 

__________ 
 
 Senators McMahan and Suber moved that when the Senate adjourns, it adjourn in 
memory of Dennis Ausbern of Okolona, MS. 

__________ 
 
 Senators Johnson and DeBar moved that when the Senate adjourns, it adjourn in 
memory of Connor Joseph Sanderson of Richton, MS. 

__________ 
 
 Senator Horhn moved that when the Senate adjourns, it adjourn in memory of Dr. 
Larry Cooper of Jackson, MS. 

__________ 
 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 
 
 Mr. President:  I am directed by the House of Representatives to inform the Senate 
that the House has PASSED AND TRANSMITS herewith the following WITH 
ACCOMPANYING AMENDMENT: 
 
 S. B. No. 2190:  Driver's license; amend provisions related to. 
 
 Andrew Ketchings, Clerk of the House of Representatives 
 

__________ 
 
 Senator Blackwell moved that the Senate stand in recess until 5:00 PM, at which 
time the Senate would then adjourn until 9:00 AM, Friday, March 7, 2025. 
 
 The motion prevailed, and at 3:43 PM, the Senate stood in recess. 
 

__________ 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 
 

 Mr. President:  The Committee on Enrolled Bills has found correctly enrolled the 
following entitled measures and now presents them for your signature: 
 
 S. B. No. 2297:  AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 3-5-5, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 
1972, TO PROVIDE FOR CONCURRENT JURISDICTION BETWEEN FEDERAL AND 
STATE GOVERNMENTS OVER CERTAIN LANDS; TO REQUIRE WRITTEN NOTICE; 
TO PROVIDE FOR ACCEPTANCE; TO AUTHORIZE LOCAL AGREEMENTS; TO 
AMEND SECTION 3-5-9, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO CONFORM; AND FOR 
RELATED PURPOSES. 
 S. B. No. 2303:  AN ACT TO AUTHORIZE THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC 
SAFETY TO PURCHASE CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY, AND ANY IMPROVEMENTS 
THEREON, LOCATED ON WATFORD PARKWAY IN CANTON, MISSISSIPPI; AND FOR 
RELATED PURPOSES. 
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 S. C. R. No. 505:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION PAYING TRIBUTE TO THE 
30-YEAR CAREER OF EMILY WAGSTER PETTUS AS A CAPITOL CORRESPONDENT 
WITH THE ASSOCIATED PRESS AND THANKING HER FOR HER SERVICE TO THE 
CITIZENS OF THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI. 
 S. C. R. No. 507:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION COMMENDING AND 
CONGRATULATING THE JACKSON STATE UNIVERSITY TIGERS FOOTBALL TEAM 
AND HEAD FOOTBALL COACH TC TAYLOR FOR WINNING THEIR FIRST 
CELEBRATION BOWL, CLAIMING THE HISTORICALLY BLACK COLLEGES AND 
UNIVERSITIES NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP AND FOR THEIR OUTSTANDING 2024 
SEASON. 
 S. C. R. No. 526:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING AND 
SALUTING THE LEGISLATIVE MEMBERS OF KAPPA ALPHA PSI FRATERNITY, INC., 
AND DESIGNATING FEBRUARY 11, 2025, AS "KAPPA DAY AT THE STATE KAPITOL" 
HONORING THE LEGACY OF BROTHER HENRY WALTER FLOWERS. 
 S. C. R. No. 530:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION PAYING TRIBUTE TO THE 
OUTSTANDING PUBLIC SERVICE CAREER AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF MAYOR ISLA TULLOS OF RAYMOND, MISSISSIPPI. 
 David Jordan, Chairman 
 

__________ 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON VETERANS AND MILITARY AFFAIRS 
 

 Mr. President:  The following appointments have had the consideration of the 
above-named committee, and I am instructed to report them with the following 
recommendations: 
 
 S. N. No. 63:  Rodney Harris, Clinton, Mississippi, Veterans Home Purchase Board 
to represent the Fourth Congressional District as it existed on May 1, 1987, four year term 
effective July 1, 2024 and ending June 30, 2028.  Do Advise and Consent. 
 
 S. N. No. 64:  Dan Henry (Hank) Singley, Jr., DMD, Meridian, Mississippi, Veterans 
Home Purchase Board to represent the Third Congressional District as it existed on May 
1, 1987, four year term effective July 1, 2024 and ending June 30, 2028.  Do Advise and 
Consent. 
 
 TATE, Chairman 
 

__________ 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 
 

 Mr. President:  The Committee on Enrolled Bills has found correctly enrolled the 
following entitled measures and now presents them for your signature: 
 
 S. C. R. No. 510:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION EXTENDING THE 
SINCEREST SYMPATHY OF THE MISSISSIPPI SENATE TO THE SURVIVING FAMILY 
OF FIRST-YEAR MISSISSIPPI HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVE MEMBER ANDY STEPP 
OF BRUCE, MISSISSIPPI, AND COMMENDING HIS SERVICE TO HIS COMMUNITY 
AND HIS STATE. 
 S. C. R. No. 514:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION MOURNING THE LOSS AND 
CELEBRATING THE CONTRIBUTIONS AND CAREER OF MISSISSIPPI-BORN STATE 
AND SCREEN ICON JAMES EARL JONES, WHO FORGED A PATH FOR BLACK 
ACTORS AND INFLUENCED THE LIVES OF COUNTLESS AMERICANS THROUGH 
HIS STORIED CAREER, AND EXPRESSING THE SYMPATHY OF THE LEGISLATURE 
ON THE PASSING OF THIS ACTING LEGEND. 
 S. C. R. No. 524:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION EXTENDING THE 
SINCEREST SYMPATHY OF THE MISSISSIPPI LEGISLATURE TO THE SURVIVING 
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FAMILY AND FRIENDS OF FORMER UNITED STATES PRESIDENT JAMES EARL 
"JIMMY" CARTER, JR., AND COMMENDING HIS LIFE, ACHIEVEMENTS, LEGACY 
AND PUBLIC SERVICE. 
 S. C. R. No. 527:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION COMMENDING AND 
CONGRATULATING RIDGELAND, MISSISSIPPI, AUTOMOBILE DEALER TRUDY 
MOODY UPON HER NOMINATION FOR THE PRESTIGIOUS 2025 TIME DEALER OF 
THE YEAR AWARD RECOGNIZING HER INDUSTRY ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND 
COMMUNITY SERVICE. 
 S. C. R. No. 528:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO MEMORIALIZE THE 
INFLUENTIAL LIFE AND CAREER OF MISSISSIPPI POLITICAL PIONEER AND 
LONGTIME CHAIRMAN OF THE MISSISSIPPI REPUBLICAN PARTY, CLARKE 
THOMAS REED OF GREENVILLE, MISSISSIPPI, AND EXTENDING THE SINCEREST 
CONDOLENCES OF THE LEGISLATURE ON HIS PASSING. 
 S. C. R. No. 532:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION EXTENDING THE 
SINCEREST SYMPATHY OF THE MISSISSIPPI SENATE TO THE SURVIVING FAMILY 
OF NATIONAL REPUBLICAN COMMITTEE WOMAN JEANNE CARTER LUCKEY, OF 
LOUISVILLE, MISSISSIPPI, AND COMMENDING HER SERVICE TO HER COMMUNITY 
AND HER STATE. 
 David Jordan, Chairman 
 

__________ 
 
 Pursuant to adjournment motion previously adopted, the Senate stood adjourned 
at 5:00 PM in memory of Matt Phipps, Martha Virginia McNeill Noel, Dennis Ausbern, 
Connor Joseph Sanderson and Dr. Larry Cooper. 
 
 
 Amanda Frusha White, Secretary of the Senate 
 

__________ 
 

INTRODUCTIONS FOR THURSDAY, MARCH 6, 2025 
 

 S. B. No. 3265: Local and Private; Finance 
 AN ACT TO AUTHORIZE THE GOVERNING AUTHORITIES OF THE CITY OF 
WATER VALLEY, MISSISSIPPI, TO LEVY A 1% TAX UPON THE GROSS PROCEEDS 
OF SALES OF RESTAURANTS AND TO UTILIZE THE REVENUE FROM THE TAX TO 
PROMOTE TOURISM AND PARKS AND RECREATION; AND FOR RELATED 
PURPOSES. 
 By Senator(s) Suber 
 
 S. R. No. 79: Rules 
 A RESOLUTION COMMENDING CHIEF JOHN B. POPE III FOR HIS 
DISTINGUISHED AND HONORABLE SERVICE AS THE LONGEST-SERVING 
ELECTED PRESIDENT OF THE MISSISSIPPI FIREFIGHTER'S ASSOCIATION IN ITS 
PROUD 101-YEAR HISTORY. 
 By Senator(s) Fillingane 

__________ 
 
 
 
 

SIXTIETH DAY, FRIDAY, MARCH 7, 2025 
 

The Senate met at 9:00 AM pursuant to adjournment, President Hosemann presiding. 
 
 The roll being called the following Senators answered to their names: 
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 Present--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, 
Bryan, Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, 
Harkins, Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, 
McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, Seymour, 
Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, Thompson, 
Turner-Ford, Whaley, Williams, Younger.  Total--48. 
 Absent--Horhn, Parks, Wiggins.  Total--3. 
 Vacancies--1. 
 
 
 
 The Secretary announced a quorum present. 

__________ 
 
 Leave of absence was granted to Senator Wiggins. 

__________ 
 
 The invocation was delivered by Senator McMahan. 

__________ 
 
 Senator Barrett led the Senate in the recitation of the oath of allegiance to the flag 
of the United States of America. 

__________ 
 
 On motion of Senator Blackwell, the reading of the journal of the previous day was 
dispensed with, and the same stood approved. 

__________ 
 

INTRODUCTION OF SENATE BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS: 
 The measures introduced were read under a suspension of the rules, referred to 
committees, and are listed after adjournment on this date. 

__________ 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 
 

 Mr. President:  The Committee on Enrolled Bills has found correctly enrolled the 
following entitled measure and now presents it for your signature: 
 
 J. R. No. 202:  A JOINT RESOLUTION TO AMEND CHAPTER 2150, LAWS OF 
2022, TO REVISE THE COMPOSITION OF MISSISSIPPI STATE SENATE DISTRICTS 
1, 2, 10, 11, 19, 34, 41, 42, 44 AND 45; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 David Jordan, Chairman 
 

__________ 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 
 

 Mr. President:  The Committee on Enrolled Bills has found correctly enrolled the 
following entitled measure and now presents it for your signature: 
 
 H. B. No. 1295:  AN ACT TO AMEND SECTIONS 69-53-1 AND 69-53-5, 
MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO REVISE THE DEFINITION OF "AGRITOURISM 
ACTIVITY" AND CLARIFY THE POSTING OF SIGNAGE FOR LIABILITY PURPOSES; 
TO BRING FORWARD SECTIONS 69-53-3 AND 69-53-7, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, 
FOR PURPOSES OF POSSIBLE AMENDMENTS; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 David Jordan, Chairman 
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__________ 

 
 Senator Harkins called up the following entitled bill: 
 
 H. B. No. 598: Publishers' fees; revise those charged for publication of legal 
documents. 
 
 Senator Harkins offered the following COMMITTEE AMENDMENT NO. 1. 
 
 Amend by striking all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 
 
 
 SECTION 1.  Section 25-7-65, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 25-7-65.  Printers and publishers shall be entitled to the following fees: 
 
  (a)  (i)  For publishing in a newspaper any summons, order, citation, 
advertisement or notice required by law to be published in a newspaper on behalf of a 
public body, Twelve Cents (12¢) for each word it contains for the first insertion, and Ten 
Cents (10¢) for each of the words for each subsequent insertion required by law; * * * for 
publishing in a newspaper any summons, order, citation, advertisement or notice for any 
other party, Twenty-five Cents (25¢) for each word it contains for the first insertion, and 
Twenty-three Cents (23¢) for each of the words for each subsequent insertion required by 
law, and shall increase each year starting July 1, 2026, at a rate comparable to the 
Consumer Price Index (CPI). When four (4) or more numerals appear consecutively 
in any such legal publication, four (4) numerals shall be considered as one (1) word, and 
if there remains a fractional portion of such unit of four (4) numerals therein such fraction 
shall also be counted as one (1) word.  In the case of numbers containing less than four 
(4) numerals which are isolated from other numerals by words in such publication, the 
same shall be counted as one (1) word.  When tables or tabular matter are included, each 
line of the standard newspaper column shall be considered as containing at least six (6) 
words. 
 
   (ii)  The fees authorized in this paragraph (a) shall not be chargeable 
for any erroneous publication of a summons, order, citation, advertisement or notice 
required by law to be published in a newspaper, if such error is not attributable to the 
person or entity requesting the publication. 
 
   (iii)  If an error is made in the text or publication date of a legal notice 
required to be published for a county or municipal government, a correction shall be made 
as follows:  1. The correct notice shall be prominently displayed within two (2) business 
days of the original publication date on the website of the newspaper published in the 
county, a newspaper of general circulation or the website of the county or municipality; 2. 
The newspaper published in the county or a newspaper of general circulation shall have 
the correct notice posted on the Mississippi Press Association database within two (2) 
business days of the original publication date; and 3. The correct notice shall be published 
in the next editions of the newspaper published in the county or a newspaper of general 
circulation after being displayed on the required website. 
 
   (iv)  Postings on the required website shall remain in place until the 
conclusion of the event or action being advertised; provided, however, that no website as 
defined in this section shall be required to maintain such posting for a period in excess of 
one (1) year. 
 



SENATE JOURNAL 
FRIDAY, MARCH 7, 2025 

 

1177 

   (v)  A correction made as prescribed in this section shall be 
considered as having been correctly published on the original publication date and shall 
satisfy any and all legal requirements of adequate notice to the public. 
 
  (b)  For making proof of publication, making a copy thereof, and for deposing 
to the same, * * * Five Dollars ($5.00); but this section shall not apply to the publication of 
ordinances of municipalities, proceedings of the board of supervisors and school boards 
or audit reports. 
 
 SECTION 2.  This act shall take effect and be in force from and after July 1, 2025, 
and shall stand repealed on June 30, 2025. 
 
 Further, amend by striking the title in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 
 
 
 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 25-7-65, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO 
REVISE FEE SCHEDULES CHARGED FOR PUBLISHING DOCUMENTS IN A 
NEWSPAPER ON BEHALF OF A PUBLIC BODY; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 
 
 
 Committee Amendment No. 1 to H. B. No. 598 was adopted. 
 
 YEAS AND NAYS On H. B. No. 598.  On motion of Senator Harkins, the rules were 
suspended, the bill considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and nays 
being taken, it passed as amended, title standing as stated, by the following vote: 
 
 Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan, 
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins, 
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, McLendon, 
McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, Seymour, Simmons D. T. 
(12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, Thompson, Turner-Ford, 
Whaley, Williams, Younger.  Total--48. 
 Nays--None. 
 Absent and those not voting--Horhn, Parks, Wiggins.  Total--3. 
 Vacancies--1. 
 

__________ 
 
 Senator Harkins called up the following entitled bill: 
 
 H. B. No. 964: MS Business Finance Corporation; extend repealer on authority to 
issue bonds to finance economic development projects. 
 
 YEAS AND NAYS On H. B. No. 964.  On motion of Senator Harkins, the rules were 
suspended, the bill considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and nays 
being taken, it passed, title standing as stated, by the following vote: 
 
 Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan, 
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins, 
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, McLendon, 
McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, Seymour, Simmons D. T. 
(12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, Thompson, Turner-Ford, 
Whaley, Williams, Younger.  Total--48. 
 Nays--None. 
 Absent and those not voting--Horhn, Parks, Wiggins.  Total--3. 
 Vacancies--1. 
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__________ 

 
 Senator Barnett called up the following House Amendment to S. B. No. 2051 and 
moved that the Senate do concur in the Amendment: 
 
 AMENDMENT NO. 1: 
 
 Amend by striking all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 
 
 
 SECTION 1.  Section 47-5-940, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 47-5-940.  (1)  (a)  The Department of Corrections may contract with the Bolivar 
County Regional Facility for a five-year pilot program dedicated to an intensive and 
comprehensive alcohol and other drug treatment program for not more than two hundred 
fifty (250) inmates.  The Bolivar County Regional Facility shall have the option of canceling 
the contract for the drug treatment program after giving the Department of Corrections 
thirty (30) days' notice of its intent to cancel.  The program shall be a prison-based 
treatment program designed to reduce substance abuse by inmates, correct dysfunctional 
thinking and behavioral patterns, and prepare inmates to make a successful and 
crime-free readjustment to the community. 
 
  (b)  The Department of Corrections shall reimburse the Bolivar County 
Regional Facility at the per diem rate allowed under Section 47-5-933. 
 
 (2)  (a)  An inmate who is within eighteen (18) months of his earned release date 
or parole date may be placed in the program. 
 
  (b)  The Department of Corrections shall remove any inmate within 
seventy-two (72) hours after being notified by the Bolivar County Regional Facility that the 
inmate is violent or refuses to participate in the drug treatment program. 
 
 (3)  The program shall consist, but is not limited to, the following components: 
 
  (a)  An assessment and placement component using a recidivism needs 
assessment of the inmates. 
 
  (b)  An intensive and comprehensive treatment and rehabilitation component 
which addresses the specific drug or alcohol problem of the inmate.  This component shall 
include relapse prevention strategies and anger management strategies. 
 
  (c)  An aftercare post-release component that has a specific transition plan 
for each inmate.  The transition plan must address specific post-release needs such as 
employment, housing, medical care, relapse prevention and treatment.  The plan shall 
require personnel to assist the inmate with these needs and to assist in finding 
community-based programs for the inmate.  The plan shall require the inmate to be 
tracked in at least thirty-day intervals to measure compliance with his established 
transition plan. 
 
  (d)  A monitoring assessment of recidivism containing post-release history 
of substance abuse, breaches of trust, arrests, convictions, employment, community 
functioning, and marital and family interaction. 
 
 (4)  The department shall file a report annually on the program with specific data 
on recidivism of inmates including the data required in subsection (3)(d). 
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 (5)  The program authorized under this section may be renewed if it meets 
performance requirements as may be determined by the Legislature. 
 
 (6)  This section shall be repealed on July 1, * * * 2029. 
 
 SECTION 2.  This act shall take effect and be in force from and after June 30, 2025. 
 
 Further, amend by striking the title in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 
 
 
 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 47-5-940, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO 
EXTEND THE DATE OF THE REPEALER ON THE AUTHORITY OF THE DEPARTMENT 
OF CORRECTIONS TO CONTRACT WITH THE BOLIVAR COUNTY REGIONAL 
FACILITY FOR A DRUG AND ALCOHOL TREATMENT PROGRAM; AND FOR RELATED 
PURPOSES. 
 
 
 YEAS AND NAYS.  The yeas and nays being taken, the Senate concurred in the 
foregoing House Amendment to S. B. No. 2051 by the following vote: 
 
 Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan, 
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins, 
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, McLendon, 
McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, Seymour, Simmons D. T. 
(12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, Thompson, Turner-Ford, 
Whaley, Williams, Younger.  Total--48. 
 Nays--None. 
 Absent and those not voting--Horhn, Parks, Wiggins.  Total--3. 
 Vacancies--1. 
 

__________ 
 
 Senator Barnett called up the following House Amendment to S. B. No. 2242 and 
moved that the Senate decline to concur in the Amendment, and invite conference, and 
the motion prevailed. 
 
 AMENDMENT NO. 1: 
 
 Amend by striking all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 
 
 
 SECTION 1.  Section 47-5-401, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 47-5-401.  (1)  There is hereby authorized, in each county of the state, a public 
service work program for state inmates in custody of the county.  Such a program may be 
established at the option of the county in accordance with the provisions of Sections 
47-5-401 through 47-5-421.  The department shall also recommend rules and regulations 
concerning the participation of state inmates in the program. 
 
 (2)  An inmate shall not be eligible to participate in a work program established in 
accordance with the provisions of Sections 47-5-401 through 47-5-421 if he has been 
convicted of any crime of violence, including, but not limited to, murder, aggravated 
assault, rape, robbery or armed robbery. 
 
 (3)  The inmates participating in the work program established in accordance with 
the provisions of Sections 47-5-401 through 47-5-421 are restricted to the performance of 
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public service work for counties, municipalities, the state or nonprofit charitable 
organizations, as defined by Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, 
except that the Department of Corrections must approve all requests by nonprofit 
charitable organizations to use offenders to perform any public service work.  Upon 
request of the Board of Trustees of State Institutions of Higher Learning, or the board of 
trustees of a county school district, municipal school district or junior college district, the 
inmates may be permitted to perform work for such boards. 
 
 (4)  (a)  In addition to any programs established by authority of subsections (1) 
through (3) of this section, the Mississippi Department of Corrections shall establish an 
inmate work program under which eligible inmates shall perform services for the 
Mississippi Department of Transportation.  The Mississippi Department of Corrections 
shall adopt rules necessary to implement the purposes of this act, including those 
necessary to define eligibility for participation in the program.  Inmate compensation for 
the program shall be no less than the prevailing wage for the position and shall under no 
circumstances pay less than the federal minimum wage.  Any offender who participates 
in the program established under the Mississippi Department of Corrections and the 
Mississippi Department of Transportation shall maintain an account through a local 
financial institution and shall provide a copy of a check stub to the commissioner or his 
designee. 
 
  (b)  Any offender who is a work participant for the program established under 
the Mississippi Department of Corrections and the Mississippi Department of 
Transportation shall be required to pay his or her wages for the following purposes: 
 
   (i)  To pay support of dependents or to the Mississippi Department of 
Human Services on behalf of dependents as may be ordered by a judge of competent 
jurisdiction, as well as court-ordered fees and costs included in a child support order.  The 
Mississippi Department of Human Services shall be authorized to administratively modify 
the existing child support order against the participant to account for the participant's 
income under the program.  
 
   (ii)  To pay twenty percent (20%) toward any support of dependents 
or to the Mississippi Department of Human Services on behalf of dependents as may be 
ordered by a judge of competent jurisdiction as well as fines, restitution, or costs as 
ordered by the court to include any fines and fees associated with obtaining a valid driver's 
license upon release. 
 
   (iii)  To save fifty percent (50%) of the offender's wages in the account 
required under paragraph (b) of this subsection.  Monies under this subparagraph shall 
be made available to the offender upon parole or release. 
 
   (iv)  To pay up to twenty percent (20%) of the offender's wages to the 
facility for administrative expenses to include transportation costs. 
 
   (v)  The offender shall have access to the remaining ten percent 
(10%) of the monies in her account to purchase incidental expenses. 
 
  (c)  Any monies remaining under paragraph (b) of this subsection after all 
mandatory deductions are paid, shall be deposited in the inmate's account established 
under this subsection.  Any monies remaining under this subsection, upon the release of 
the inmate, shall be released to the inmate upon her release. 
 
  (d) The work program required under this section with the Mississippi 
Department of Transportation shall be established in each Mississippi Department of 
Transportation District.  The Mississippi Department of Corrections may work with 
MAGCOR in implementing this program. 
 
 SECTION 2.  Section 47-5-547, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
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 47-5-547.  (1)  Except as otherwise specifically provided by law, any training 
program or auxiliary program associated with any existing prison industry shall be 
transferred to the corporation.  The corporation is empowered and authorized to establish 
in participation with any community or junior college or state institution of higher learning, 
any training or auxiliary program for existing prison industries or for any industries which 
the corporation might create.  Such community or junior college or state institution of 
higher learning shall provide assistance in business planning, marketing and analysis of 
existing or projected industries.  These industrial services shall be contracted with any 
appropriate community or junior college or state institution of higher learning when these 
industries are developed at other correction sites. 
 
 (2)  The Mississippi Department of Corrections may assign the management and 
oversight of the work release program established by Section 1 of this act to the prison 
industries corporation (MAGCOR) if it determines that this will be conducive to providing 
effective job training for state inmates. 
 
 SECTION 3.  This act shall take effect and be in force from and after July 1, 2025, 
and shall stand repealed on June 30, 2025. 
 
 Further, amend by striking the title in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 
 
 
 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 47-5-401, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO 
ESTABLISH AN INMATE WORK PROGRAM WHERE STATE INMATES CAN WORK 
FOR THE MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION; TO EMPOWER THE 
MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS TO ESTABLISH ELIGIBILITY 
STANDARDS; TO REQUIRE WORK PARTICIPANTS TO UTILIZE THEIR WAGES FOR 
CERTAIN PURPOSES; TO AMEND SECTION 47-5-547, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, 
TO AUTHORIZE THE DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS TO WORK WITH MAGCOR 
IN IMPLEMENTING THIS PROGRAM; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 
 

__________ 
 
 On request of Senator Bryan, unanimous consent was granted to make the 
following correction in S. B. No. 2664: 
 
Unanimous consent of the House and Senate is requested to make the following changes 
to Senate Bill No. 2664, 2025 Regular Session: 
 
 
 AMEND on line 1159 by striking the following: 
 
, and shall stand repealed on June 30, 2025 
 

__________ 
 
 Senator McCaughn called up the following House Amendment to S. B. No. 2767 
and moved that the Senate decline to concur in the Amendment, and invite conference, 
and the motion prevailed. 
 
 AMENDMENT NO. 1: 
 
 Amend by striking all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 
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 SECTION 1.  (1)  As used in this act, the following terms shall have the meanings 
as defined in this subsection unless the context clearly requires otherwise: 
 
  (a)  "Council" means the Mississippi Opioid Settlement Fund Advisory 
Council created in subsection (2) of this section. 
 
  (b)  "Opioid settlements" means the settlements of opioid litigation with 
distributors Cardinal Health, McKesson and AmerisourceBergen, manufacturers Purdue 
Pharma, Inc., Janssen Pharmaceuticals/Johnson & Johnson, Allergan and Teva, and 
pharmacy chains CVS, Walgreens, Walmart and Kroger. 
 
 (2)  There is created the Mississippi Opioid Settlement Fund Advisory Council to 
ensure that monies received and deposited into the Opioid Settlement Fund are allocated 
and spent in accordance with the terms of the opioid settlements, except as otherwise 
authorized in Section 27-103-305(2), and to ensure public involvement, accountability and 
transparency in allocating and accounting for the monies in the fund.  
 
 (3)  The purpose of the council is to review applications for grants funded by the 
proceeds of opioid settlements and to make recommendations to the Legislature for the 
appropriation of such proceeds to fund the grants. 
 
 (4)  The Legislature may accept or reject each of the council's grant recipient 
recommendations, but shall not otherwise amend or modify the recommended list of grant 
recipients or the amounts recommended for the recipients.  The council shall not exclude 
any qualified applicant from the list provided to the Legislature under subsection (11) of 
this section. 
 
 (5)  The council shall consist of the following voting members: 
 
  (a)  The Attorney General or a designee, who shall serve as chair of the 
council; 
 
  (b)  The State Health Officer or a designee, who shall serve as co-vice chair 
of the council; 
 
  (c)  The Executive Director of the State Department of Mental Health or a 
designee, who shall serve as co-vice chair of the council; 
 
  (d)  Two (2) members appointed by the Governor; 
 
  (e)  Two (2) members appointed by the Lieutenant Governor who are not 
members of the Legislature;  
 
  (f)  Two (2) members appointed by the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives who are not members of the Legislature; 
 
  (g)  A member appointed by the Chief Justice of the Mississippi Supreme 
Court; 
 
  (h)  A member to be appointed by the State Superintendent of Public 
Education; 
 
  (i)  A member of the Mississippi Municipal League to be appointed by the 
President of the League; 
 
  (j)  A member of the Mississippi Association of Supervisors to be appointed 
by the President of the Association; 
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  (k)  A member of the Mississippi Association of Chiefs of Police to be 
appointed by the President of the Association; and 
 
  (l)  A member of the Mississippi Sheriffs' Association to be appointed by the 
President of the Association. 
 
 (6)  The following shall be nonvoting, advisory members of the council: 
 
  (a)  A member of the Mississippi Prosecutors Association to be appointed by 
the President of the Association; 
 
  (b)  A member of the Office of State Public Defender appointed by the State 
Public Defender; 
 
  (c)  Three (3) judges with experience related to opioid substance abuse and 
intervention to be appointed by the Chief Justice of the Mississippi Supreme Court; 
 
  (d)  A member representing the Mississippi Division of Medicaid to be 
appointed by the Executive Director of the Division; 
 
  (e)  A member representing the Mississippi Department of Human Services 
to be appointed by the Executive Director of the Department; 
 
  (f)  A member to be appointed by the Commissioner of the Department of 
Public Safety; 
 
  (g)  A member to be appointed by the Commissioner of Child Protection 
Services; 
 
  (h)  A member of the Mississippi State Medical Association to be appointed 
by the President of the Association; 
 
  (i)  A member of the Mississippi Society of Addiction Medicine to be 
appointed by the President of the Society; 
 
  (j)  A member representing the Community Mental Health Centers to be 
appointed by the Executive Director of the State Department of Mental Health; 
 
  (k)  A member representing the Community Health Centers to be appointed 
by the State Health Officer; 
 
  (l)  A member representing private sector substance abuse treatment 
facilities to be appointed by the State Health Officer; 
 
  (m)  A member representing private sector substance abuse treatment 
facilities to be appointed by the State Health Officer;  
 
  (n)  A member representing a peer support recovery specialist organization 
to be appointed by the Executive Director of the State Department of Mental Health; 
 
  (o)  A member from the State Intervention Courts Advisory Committee to be 
appointed by the Chief Justice of the Mississippi Supreme Court; and 
 
  (p)  A member representing the Mississippi Ambulance Alliance to be 
appointed by the Board of the Alliance. 
 
 (7)  Voting members may request to add additional nonvoting, advisory members 
with expertise in opioid prevention, treatment, and recovery.  Such members may be 
added by a majority vote of the voting members.  
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 (8)  (a)  Members appointed pursuant to subsection (5)(d) through (f) of this section 
shall serve an initial term ending on December 31, 2027.  After the expiration of the initial 
term, each such appointment shall be for a term of four (4) years from the expiration date 
of the previous term. 
 
  (b)  All other members of the council shall serve for a three-year term.  
 
  (c)  The respective appointing authority may remove a member for failure to 
attend at least one-half (1/2) of the scheduled meetings in any one-year period or for other 
good cause. 
 
  (d)  If a vacancy on the council occurs, the respective appointing authority 
shall fill the vacancy for the remainder of the unexpired term.  Notwithstanding the 
expiration of a member's term, each member shall serve until a successor is duly 
appointed. 
 
  (e)  Members of the council shall be appointed within sixty (60) days after 
effective date of this act.  The chair of the council shall call the first meeting of the council 
no later than ninety (90) days after the effective date of this act. 
 
 (9)  Members of the council shall serve without compensation but may be 
reimbursed for actual and necessary expenses incurred in the performance of their duties, 
in accordance with Section 25-3-41.  All such expenses shall be paid from the Opioid 
Settlement Fund and not from the State General Fund. 
 
 (10)  The council shall be housed within the Office of the Attorney General.  The 
Attorney General shall provide the staff and facilities necessary to assist the council in the 
performance of its duties. 
 
 (11)  The council shall: 
 
  (a)  Prepare and publish a list of priorities to guide the selection of grant 
recipients at its first meeting of each calendar year; 
 
  (b)  Develop and publish criteria and procedures for the submission of grant 
applications for funds derived from opioid settlements; 
 
  (c)  Review and evaluate applications based on established criteria to 
determine the most effective and impactful use of funds in addressing opioid-related 
issues, including prevention, treatment and recovery efforts; 
 
  (d)  Ensure that all applications are reviewed and evaluated for compliance 
with the terms of the opioid settlement agreements; 
 
  (e)  Prepare a prioritized list of recommended grant recipients, which 
includes a description of how each recommended recipient complies with the council's 
published priorities;  
 
  (f)  Upon approval of the total list of recommended grant recipients by the 
council, the list of recommended grant recipients shall be submitted to the Lieutenant 
Governor, Speaker of the House, Chairs of the Senate and House Appropriations 
Committees, Chairs of the Senate Public Health and Welfare and House Public Health 
and Human Services Committees, and Chairs of the Senate and House Judiciary A 
Committees no later than thirty (30) days before the first day of the Regular Legislative 
Session. 
 



SENATE JOURNAL 
FRIDAY, MARCH 7, 2025 

 

1185 

 (12)  The council shall ensure that all funds appropriated comply with the terms and 
conditions of the respective settlement agreements and state laws governing the use of 
such funds, except as otherwise authorized in Section 27-103-305(2).  
 
 (13)   The council shall adopt necessary rules, regulations, and procedures to 
ensure that a grant applicant expends all grants funds in a manner consistent with the 
terms of the opioid settlement agreements.  
 
 (14)  The council shall terminate when all opioid settlement funds being paid 
pursuant to the opioid settlements have been received and disbursed, unless the Attorney 
General certifies that additional funds are anticipated within one (1) year. 
 
 (15)  (a)  By December 1 of each year, the council shall submit an annual report to 
the Legislature and the Governor summarizing the distribution of funds, outcomes of 
funded programs, and any recommendations for improving the process of appropriation 
and administration of settlement funds. 
 
  (b)  The report shall be made publicly available on the Attorney General's 
website. 
 
 SECTION 2.  Section 27-103-305, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as 
follows: 
 
 27-103-305.  (1)  There is created in the State Treasury a special fund to be known 
as the Opioid Settlement Fund.  The fund shall consist of all monies received by the 
Attorney General on behalf of the State of Mississippi from settlements of opioid litigation 
with distributors Cardinal Health, McKesson and AmerisourceBergen, manufacturers 
Purdue Pharma, Inc., Janssen Pharmaceuticals/Johnson & Johnson, Allergan and Teva, 
and pharmacy chains CVS, Walgreens * * *, Walmart and Kroger, which are deposited 
into the fund by the Attorney General. 
 
 (2)  Monies in the fund shall be expended upon appropriation by the Legislature in 
accordance with the requirements of the opioid litigation settlements described in 
subsection (1) of this section; however, the Legislature may appropriate up to fifteen 
percent (15%) of the monies in the fund without any recommendations by the Mississippi 
Opioid Settlement Fund Advisory Council regarding the use of those monies, and such 
appropriations do not need to comply with the terms and conditions of the opioid 
settlement agreements. 
 
 (3)  Unexpended amounts remaining in the fund at the end of a fiscal year shall not 
lapse into the State General Fund, and any interest earned or investment earnings on 
amounts in the fund shall be deposited into such fund. 
 
 SECTION 3.  This act shall take effect and be in force from and after its passage. 
 
 Further, amend by striking the title in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 
 
 
 AN ACT TO CREATE THE MISSISSIPPI OPIOID SETTLEMENT FUND 
ADVISORY COUNCIL; TO PROVIDE FOR ITS MEMBERSHIP, DUTIES AND 
RESPONSIBILITIES; TO PROVIDE FOR AN ANNUAL REPORT TO THE LEGISLATURE 
AND THE GOVERNOR; TO AMEND SECTION 27-103-305, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 
1972, TO AUTHORIZE THE LEGISLATURE TO APPROPRIATE A CERTAIN 
PERCENTAGE OF MONIES IN THE OPIOID SETTLEMENT FUND WITHOUT CERTAIN 
LIMITATIONS; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 

__________ 



SENATE JOURNAL 
FRIDAY, MARCH 7, 2025 

 

1186 

 
 Senator Thompson called up the following House Amendment to S. B. No. 2263 
and moved that the Senate decline to concur in the Amendment, and invite conference, 
and the motion prevailed. 
 
 AMENDMENT NO. 1: 
 
 Amend by striking all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 
 
 
 SECTION 1.  Section 49-15-27, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 49-15-27.  The department is hereby granted full and complete authority to lease 
the bottoms within its jurisdiction upon the following terms and conditions: 
 
 (1)  All areas within the department's jurisdiction, not designated state-owned reefs 
by this chapter, including natural reefs and all areas not within the boundaries of riparian 
property owners may be leased by the department. 
 
 (2)  All individual lessees shall be residents of the State of Mississippi, or if a firm 
or corporation, such firm or corporation shall be organized under the laws of the State of 
Mississippi and owned by a resident of the State of Mississippi. 
 
 (3)  No individual, corporation, partnership or association may lease less than one 
(1) acre nor more than two thousand five hundred (2,500) acres total; however, in the case 
of an individual there shall be counted towards such limitation any lands leased by a 
corporation, partnership or association in which such individual owns ten percent (10%) 
or less interest and, in the case of a corporation, partnership or association, there shall be 
counted toward such limitation any lands leased by an individual stockholder, partner or 
associate thereof who owns ten percent (10%) or less interest in such corporation, 
partnership or association. 
 
 (4)  Individuals, firms or corporations desiring to lease bottoms shall make 
application to the department in writing, describing the area to be leased.  Applications 
must include a plat showing the proposed lease area and description of cultch material 
type and amount to be deployed on the leased area. 
 
 (5)  (a)  Any person who qualifies and who desires to lease a part of the bottom or 
bed of any of the waters of this state as provided in this section shall present to the 
department a written application, and pay an application fee in the amount of Fifty Dollars 
($50.00).  This application shall contain the name and address of the applicant and a 
reasonably definite description of the location and amount of land covered by water 
desired by the applicant.  The department shall establish a system to determine 
qualifications of applicants.  The department shall prioritize applications based on the 
following criteria, each of which shall be weighted equally: 
 
   (i)  Experience in oyster reef development; 
 
   (ii)  Experience in oyster cultivation and harvesting; 
 
   (iii)  Whether lease applicant is registered with the U.S. Food & Drug 
Administration Interstate Certified Shellfish Shippers List for Mississippi, and the length of 
time the applicant has been registered; 
 
   (iv)  Amount of acreage to be leased; and 
 
   (v)  Evidence of applicant's financial ability to perform cultivation and 
propagation requirements. 
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The department shall then order an examination to determine whether the water bottoms 
applied for are leasable. 
 
  (b)  If the applicant is found to be qualified and the area is found to be 
leasable, the department shall determine the acreage upon which the rent shall be fixed 
and enter into a lease with the applicant, who shall pay the prorated annual rent in 
advance for the remainder of the calendar year.  If the applicant is not eligible for a lease, 
the department shall issue a written notice declining the application with specific reasons 
for same. 
 
 * * * 
 
  ( * * *c)  The department has the authority to reconfigure the lease areas 
from that requested by the applicant in the manner that promotes maximum utilization of 
the state's resources.  In the event the area requested by the applicant has to be 
reconfigured, the applicant has the right to refuse the reconfigured area and withdraw their 
application and receive a refund of their application fee. 
 
  ( * * *d)  The department shall require that the bottoms of water areas to be 
leased be as definable as possible, taking into consideration such factors as the shape of 
the body of water, permitted areas, and the condition of the bottom as to hardness or 
softness which would render it desirable or undesirable for the purpose of oyster 
cultivation. 
 
  ( * * *e)  A lease applicant may withdraw a lease application and receive a 
full refund from the department of all application fees, by submitting a written request for 
withdrawal to the department within ninety (90) days after the department received the 
application. 
 
 (6)  Such leases shall be for an initial term of fifteen (15) years, with the lessee 
having the right of first renewal of the lease for an additional fifteen (15) years, and 
continue to renew at fifteen-year intervals, at the same ground rental rate so long as 
lessee actively cultivates and gathers oysters, and complies with the provisions of this 
chapter.  No lease may be transferred without approval by the department of the transfer. 
 
 (7)  The terms of every lease issued hereunder shall ensure the maximum 
cultivation and propagation of oysters.  Throughout the term of every lease issued 
hereunder, each lessee shall add cultch and make other necessary efforts to ensure the 
maximum cultivation and propagation of oysters.  The department shall promulgate 
regulations to set forth guidelines for lessees to follow to ensure the maximum cultivation 
and propagation of oysters under the lease.  The lessee shall submit a written report with 
supporting documentation to the department of efforts to cultivate and propagate oysters 
for the previous year.  If the department finds a lessee is not making efforts to cultivate 
and propagate oysters, and the lessee fails to take remedial steps to address same, such 
lease shall be subject to termination as provided for hereunder. 
 
 (8)  The department shall fix a ground rental rate at Three Dollars ($3.00) per acre 
per year.  The annual rental payments shall be due by December 31 for the next calendar 
year. 
 
 (9)  Any lessee who pays the rent on or after the first day of January shall pay the 
rent due plus an additional ten percent (10%) penalty.  The failure of the lessee to pay the 
rent punctually on or before the first of each March, ipso facto and without demand or 
putting in default, terminates and cancels the lease and forfeits to the department all the 
works, improvements, betterments, and oysters on the leased water bottom.  The 
department may at once enter on the water bottom and take possession thereof.  Such 
water bottom shall then be open for lease in accordance with subsections (5) through (8) 
of this section.  Ten (10) days thereafter the department shall enter the termination, 
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cancellation, and forfeiture on its books and give public notice thereof by publication in 
one (1) local paper in the county where the formerly leased water bottoms are located.  
On or before the first day of each February, the department shall issue a written notice of 
delinquency by certified mail to each lessee who has not yet paid the rent.  The 
department shall also publish notice of such delinquency on its website. 
 
 (10)  The department shall keep an accurate chart of the areas within its jurisdiction 
and shall mark on such chart those areas which are under lease.  All leases shall be 
marked by appropriate poles, stakes or buoys of such material as will not injure watercraft, 
at the expense of the leaseholder.  The department shall keep an accurate book, 
designated "Mississippi Oyster Farms" which shall contain copies of all leases.  The 
department shall maintain a map of designated state-owned, leased areas, and areas 
available for lease on the department's website.  If any lease be cancelled or expire, such 
fact shall be noted on the face of such lease.  Lessees shall be "oyster farmers" for the 
purposes of any grants, aid, subsidies or other assistance from the federal government or 
other governmental or private agencies. 
 
 (11)  All funds derived from leasing shall be paid into the Seafood Fund under 
Section 49-15-17, for use by the department to further oyster production in this state, 
which includes plantings of oysters and cultch materials. 
 
 (12)  All leases made by the department under the authority of this section shall be 
subject to the paramount right of the state and any of its political subdivisions authorized 
by law, to promote and develop ports, harbors, channels, industrial or recreational 
projects, and all such leases shall contain a provision that in the event such authorized 
public body shall require the area so leased or any part thereof for such public purposes, 
that the lease shall be terminated on reasonable notice fixed by the department in such 
lease.  On the termination of any lease, the lessees shall have the right to remove any 
oysters within the leased area within such time as may be fixed by the department and in 
accordance with such reasonable rules and regulations as the department may adopt. 
 
 Any person convicted of taking oysters from leased land or from waters that are 
not of a safe sanitary quality without a permit as provided in Section 49-15-37 shall, on 
the first offense, forfeit all equipment used, exclusive of any boat or boats; and be fined 
not to exceed Two Thousand Dollars ($2,000.00) or sentenced not to exceed one (1) year 
in the county jail, or both.  Subsequent convictions shall be punishable by forfeiture of all 
equipment, including any boat or boats; and a fine not to exceed Five Thousand Dollars 
($5,000.00) or not to exceed two (2) years in prison, or both such fine and imprisonment. 
 
 The department is enjoined to cooperate with the Jackson County Port Authority, 
the Harrison County Development Commission, the municipal port commission and other 
port and harbor agencies, so that oyster beds shall not be planted in close proximity to 
navigable channels.  The department or lessee shall have no right of action as against 
any such public body for damages accruing to any natural reef or leased reef by any 
necessary improvement of such channel in the interest of shipping, commerce, navigation 
or other purpose authorized by law. 
 
 (13)  A lessee has the exclusive use of the water bottoms leased and all oysters 
and cultch grown or placed thereon.  However, this exclusive right is subordinate to the 
rights and responsibilities of the state, any political subdivision of the state, the United 
States, or any agency or agent thereof, to take action in furtherance of coastal protection, 
conservation or restoration. 
 
 (14)  In order to protect the health and safety of the residents of the State of 
Mississippi, the terms and conditions relating to the leasing of bottoms provided in this 
section shall be fully applicable to any lease executed by the Mississippi Department of 
Marine Resources prior to April 17, 2023, and the department shall revise any lease 
issued prior to April 17, 2023, as necessary in order to comply with the provisions of this 
section. 
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 SECTION 2.  Section 49-15-36, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 49-15-36.  (1)  The Department of Marine Resources shall have full jurisdiction and 
control of all designated state-owned reefs and oyster bottoms of the State of Mississippi.  
In no event shall the department designate more than twenty percent (20%) of the 
permitted areas available as state-owned reefs.  Permitted areas not subject to a lease 
under this chapter shall remain open to the public. 
 
 (2)  State-owned reefs may be opened for harvest of oysters during the season on 
a rotating basis.  If the department determines that a particular reef has been 
overharvested or that a high percentage of sublegal size oysters exist on a particular reef 
and that harvest could damage future oyster crops, the department may close designated 
reef areas and keep them closed during the season. 
 
 (3)  The department shall promulgate regulations regarding the closing of oyster 
reefs to protect the public health.  When that testing indicates the oysters on the closed 
reef are suitable for consumption, the reef shall be opened for the taking of oysters as 
soon as notice of that opening may be made to interested parties.  The authority to open 
or close oyster reefs under this chapter shall be solely within the discretion of the 
department.  The Gulf Coast Research Laboratory or other certified laboratory shall 
cooperate with the department and shall conduct necessary tests to determine the 
condition of oyster reefs at the request of the department.  The department may limit the 
sale of oysters for human consumption. 
 
 (4)  (a)  The department may issue special permits for the purpose of catching 
oysters outside the open season or in areas not normally open to harvest to those 
nonprofit organizations that are tax exempt under Section 501(c) of the United States 
Internal Revenue Code and which have on file with the Department of Revenue a tax 
exemption letter issued by the United States Internal Revenue Service. 
 
  (b)  The department shall promulgate rules and regulations governing the 
taking of oysters by the nonprofit organization and shall issue such regulations to all 
organizations upon request and at the issuance of the special permit. 
 
 (5)  The department shall establish a reasonable period of time for depuration of 
oysters replanted from restricted waters.  That period of time shall be consistent with the 
maintenance of the public health and may vary from time to time and from one reef to 
another in accordance with environmental conditions. 
 
 SECTION 3.  This act shall take effect and be in force from and after July 1, 2025, 
and shall stand repealed on June 30, 2025. 
 
 Further, amend by striking the title in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 
 
 
 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 49-15-27, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO 
CLARIFY THE AUTHORITY OF THE MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF MARINE 
RESOURCES RELATING TO THE APPROVAL OF OYSTER LEASES; TO AMEND 
SECTION 49-15-36, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO CLARIFY THAT PERMITTED 
OYSTER LEASE AREAS NOT SUBJECT TO A LEASE SHALL REMAIN OPEN TO THE 
PUBLIC; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 

__________ 
 
 Senator Boyd called up the following House Amendment to S. B. No. 2519 and 
moved that the Senate do concur in the Amendment: 
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 AMENDMENT NO. 1: 
 
 Amend by striking all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 
 
 
 SECTION 1.  (1)  The Board of Trustees of State Institutions of Higher Learning, 
acting on behalf of the University of Mississippi, is authorized to enter into a long-term 
lease(s) of all or any portion of certain real property under its control and possession.  The 
property described in this section shall be leased for a period not to exceed a term of 
forty-five (45) years with two (2) additional options for renewal periods not to exceed ten 
(10) years and one (1) additional option for a renewal period not to exceed five (5) years, 
for the purposes of developing buildings, housing, parking garage facilities, dining halls 
and/or other retail developments, and/or other spaces for the benefit of the university.  The 
property to be leased shall be more particularly described as follows: 
 
  (a)  A parcel of land located in the Southwest Quarter of Section 20, 
Township 8 South, Range 3 West, Lafayette County, Mississippi, and containing 5.062 
Acres.  This property described in more detail as follows: 
 
 Parcel 1 

 
 Commencing at a Concrete Monument found recognized as being the 
Southwest Corner of Section 20, Township 8 South, Range 3 West Lafayette 
County, Mississippi.  Said point being further defined by Mississippi East State 
Plane Coordinates of N:1770430.34 and E:769644.41,  
 
 Thence North 49 Degrees 50 Minutes 56 Seconds East for a distance of 
2204.94 feet to a point at the intersection of the back of curb and sidewalk, 
hereinafter referred as the POINT OF BEGINNING, further defined by 
Mississippi East State Plane Coordinates of N:1771852.11 and E:771329.75. 
 
 Thence run from said POINT OF BEGINNING along the back of curb the 
following courses and distances 1) North 01 Degrees 31 Minutes 38 Seconds 
West for a distance of 178.21 feet to a point; 2) Thence North 08 Degrees 44 
Minutes 12 Seconds East for a distance of 111.09 feet to a point; 3) Thence 
North 14 Degrees 01 Minutes 24 Seconds East for a distance of 53.14 feet to 
a point; 4) Thence North 08 Degrees 31 Minutes 27 Seconds East for a distance 
of 113.39 feet to a point; 5) Thence with a curve turning to the right with an arc 
length of 4.60 feet, a radius of 13.37 feet, a chord bearing of North 18 Degrees 
04 Minutes 27 Seconds East, and a chord length of 4.58 feet to a point; 6) 
Thence with a curve turning to the right with an arc length of 8.59 feet, a radius 
of 6.81 feet, a chord bearing of North 64 Degrees 07 Minutes 09 Seconds East, 
and a chord length of 8.03 feet to a point; 7) Thence South 81 Degrees 19 
Minutes 57 Seconds East for a distance of 15.64 feet to a point; 8) Thence 
South 81 Degrees 55 Minutes 10 Seconds East for a distance of 31.99 feet to 
a point; 9) Thence with a curve turning to the left with an arc length of 38.05 
feet, a radius of 162.23 feet, a chord bearing of South 88 Degrees 38 Minutes 
21 Seconds East, and a chord length of 37.97 feet to a point; 10) Thence North 
82 Degrees 53 Minutes 16 Seconds East for a distance of 43.61 feet to a point; 
11) Thence with a curve turning to the right with an arc length of 62.51 feet, a 
radius of 131.77 feet, a chord bearing of South 81 Degrees 19 Minutes 58 
Seconds East, and a chord length of 61.93 feet to a point; 12) Thence South 67 
Degrees 43 Minutes 57 Seconds East for a distance of 51.33 feet to a Mag 
Nail/Washer set; Thence leaving said back of curb South 67 Degrees 43 
Minutes 57 Seconds East for a distance of 247.61 feet to a Mag Nail/Washer 
set; Thence with a curve turning to the left with an arc length of 52.04 feet, a 
radius of 269.73 feet, a chord bearing of South 77 Degrees 06 Minutes 41 
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Seconds East , and a chord length of 51.96 feet to a Mag Nail/Washer set; 
Thence South 18 Degrees 19 Minutes 36 Seconds West for a distance of 
390.67 feet to a point on the back of sidewalk; Thence along said sidewalk the 
following courses and distances 1) with a curve turning to the left with an arc 
length of 42.23 feet, a radius of 379.34 feet, a chord bearing of North 68 
Degrees 26 Minutes 18 Seconds West, and a chord length of 42.21 feet to a 
point; 2) Thence with a compound curve turning to the left with an arc length of 
101.20 feet, a radius of 380.94 feet, a chord bearing of North 79 Degrees 14 
Minutes 18 Seconds West, and a chord length of 100.91 feet to a point; 3) 
Thence North 89 Degrees 56 Minutes 46 Seconds West for a distance of 63.52 
feet to a point; 4) Thence South 88 Degrees 28 Minutes 04 Seconds West for 
a distance of 206.62 feet to a point; 5) Thence North 86 Degrees 53 Minutes 47 
Seconds West for a distance of 6.32 feet to a point; 6) Thence with a curve 
turning to the right with an arc length of 14.43 feet, a radius of 31.55 feet, a 
chord bearing of North 73 Degrees 50 Minutes 45 Seconds West, and a chord 
length of 14.30 feet to a point; 7) Thence with a curve turning to the right with 
an arc length of 10.21 feet, a radius of 15.34 feet, a chord bearing of North 47 
Degrees 26 Minutes 24 Seconds West, and a chord length of 10.02 feet to a 
point; 8) Thence North 04 Degrees 32 Minutes 04 Seconds West for a distance 
of 8.36 feet to the end of back of sidewalk; Thence along end of sidewalk South 
86 Degrees 59 Minutes 38 Seconds West for a distance of 7.95 feet back to the 
POINT OF BEGINNING. 

 
  (b)  A parcel of land located in the Northwest Quarter of Section 19 and 
Northeast Quarter of Section 30, Township 8 South, Range 3 West, Lafayette County, 
Mississippi, and containing 23.234 Acres.  This property described in more detail as 
follows: 
 
 Parcel 2 

 
 Commencing at a Concrete Monument found recognized as being the 
Southwest Corner of Section 20, Township 8 South, Range 3 West Lafayette 
County, Mississippi.  Said point being further defined by Mississippi East State 
Plane Coordinates of N:1770430.34 and E:769644.41,  
 
 Thence South 30 Degrees 21 Minutes 22 Seconds East for a distance of 
438.64 feet to a Mag Nail/Washer set, hereinafter referred as the POINT OF 
BEGINNING, further defined by Mississippi East State Plane Coordinates of 
N:1770051.84 and E:769866.09. 
 
 Thence run from said POINT OF BEGINNING North 76 Degrees 31 Minutes 
33 Seconds West for a distance of 190.95 feet to a 1/2" Iron Rod set; Thence 
North 89 Degrees 05 Minutes 34 Seconds West for a distance of 651.45 feet to 
a 1/2" Iron Rod Set; Thence South 00 Degrees 03 Minutes 36 Seconds East for 
a distance of 1021.57 feet to a 1/2" Iron Rod set; Thence South 64 Degrees 07 
Minutes 41 Seconds East for a distance of 916.21 feet to a point on the western 
edge of Chucky Mullins Drive; Thence along said western edge the following 
courses and distances 1) North 30 Degrees 12 Minutes 41 Seconds East for a 
distance of 68.17 feet to a point; 2) Thence North 25 Degrees 23 Minutes 02 
Seconds East for a distance of 139.25 feet to a point; 3) Thence with a curve 
turning to the right with an arc length of 119.18 feet, a radius of 687.27 feet, a 
chord bearing of North 30 Degrees 14 Minutes 44 Seconds East, and a chord 
length of 119.04 feet to a point; 4) Thence North 29 Degrees 00 Minutes 25 
Seconds East for a distance of 14.28 feet to a point; 5) Thence North 30 
Degrees 26 Minutes 49 Seconds East for a distance of 16.22 feet to a point; 
Thence leaving said western edge and along the western back of curb of West 
ROW the following courses and distances 1) with a curve turning to the left with 
an arc length of 29.92 feet, a radius of 27.04 feet, a chord bearing of North 06 
Degrees 29 Minutes 00 Seconds West, and a chord length of 28.42 feet to a 
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point; 2) Thence North 44 Degrees 01 Minutes 17 Seconds West for a distance 
of 13.98 feet to a point; 3) Thence with a curve turning to the right with an arc 
length of 241.92 feet, a radius of 809.56 feet, a chord bearing of North 35 
Degrees 51 Minutes 57 Seconds West, and a chord length of 241.02 feet to a 
point; 4) Thence North 25 Degrees 23 Minutes 55 Seconds West for a distance 
of 45.97 feet to a point; 5)  Thence with a curve turning to the right with an arc 
length of 426.34 feet, a radius of 696.14 feet, a chord bearing of North 08 
Degrees 30 Minutes 52 Seconds West, and a chord length of 419.71 feet to a 
point; 6) Thence North 11 Degrees 01 Minutes 01 Seconds East for a distance 
of 60.30 feet to a point; 7) Thence North 11 Degrees 34 Minutes 09 Seconds 
East for a distance of 106.24 feet to a point; 8) Thence North 12 Degrees 55 
Minutes 21 Seconds East for a distance of 204.22 feet back to the POINT OF 
BEGINNING. 

 
  (c)  A parcel of land located in the South half of Section 29, Township 8 
South, Range 3 West, Lafayette County, Mississippi, and containing 6.760 Acres.  This 
property described in more detail as follows: 
 
 Parcel 3 

 
 Commencing at a Concrete Monument found recognized as being the 
Southwest Corner of Section 20, Township 8 South, Range 3 West Lafayette 
County, Mississippi. Said point being further defined by Mississippi East State 
Plane Coordinates of N:1770430.34 and E:769644.41,  
 
 Thence South 38 Degrees 57 Minutes 56 Seconds East for a distance of 
3504.35 feet to a 1/2" Iron Rod set, hereinafter referred as the POINT OF 
BEGINNING, further defined by Mississippi East State Plane Coordinates of 
N:1767705.63 and E:771848.13. 
 
 Thence run from said POINT OF BEGINNING South 88 Degrees 47 Minutes 
26 Seconds East for a distance of 340.49 feet to a 1/2" Iron Rod set; Thence 
North 70 Degrees 32 Minutes 48 Seconds East for a distance of 75.42 feet to 
a 1/2" Iron Rod set; Thence North 89 Degrees 38 Minutes 16 Seconds East for 
a distance of 264.27 feet to a point in a linked fence; Thence along said fence 
the following courses and distances 1) North 83 Degrees 59 Minutes 01 
Seconds East for a distance of 140.62 feet to a point; 2) Thence North 65 
Degrees 32 Minutes 45 Seconds East for a distance of 53.84 feet to a point; 3) 
Thence South 84 Degrees 54 Minutes 54 Seconds East for a distance of 100.90 
feet to a point; 4) Thence South 86 Degrees 42 Minutes 18 Seconds East for a 
distance of 108.35 feet to a 1/2" Iron Rod set; Thence leaving said fence South 
00 Degrees 22 Minutes 42 Seconds East for a distance of 310.29 feet to a 1/2" 
Iron Rod set; Thence along the northern right-of-way of Highway 6 the following 
courses and distances 1) South 89 Degrees 31 Minutes 15 Seconds West for 
a distance of 690.94 feet to a 1/2" Iron Rod set; 2) Thence North 72 Degrees 
21 Minutes 02 Seconds West for a distance of 146.20 feet to a 1/2" Iron Rod 
set; 3) Thence with a curve turning to the left with an arc length of 311.02 feet, 
a radius of 5880.29 feet, a chord bearing of North 73 Degrees 51 Minutes 57 
Seconds West, and a chord length of 310.99 feet to a 1/2" Iron Rod set; Thence 
leaving said right-of-way North 20 Degrees 19 Minutes 54 Seconds East for a 
distance of 153.43 feet back to the POINT OF BEGINNING. 

 
  (d)  A parcel of land located in the Southwest Quarter of Section 29, 
Township 8 South, Range 3 West, Lafayette County, Mississippi, and containing 12.355 
Acres.  This property described in more detail as follows: 
 
 Parcel 4 
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 Commencing at a Concrete Monument found recognized as being the 
Southwest Corner of Section 20, Township 8 South, Range 3 West Lafayette 
County, Mississippi. Said point being further defined by Mississippi East State 
Plane Coordinates of N:1770430.34 and E:769644.41,  
 
 Thence South 05 Degrees 19 Minutes 35 Seconds East for a distance of 
4058.48 feet to a Mag Nail/Washer set, hereinafter referred as the POINT OF 
BEGINNING, further defined by Mississippi East State Plane Coordinates of 
N:1766389.38 and E:770021.15. 
 
 Thence run from said POINT OF BEGINNING along the southern back of 
curb of Chucky Mullins Drive the following courses and distances 1) South 70 
Degrees 27 Minutes 19 Seconds East for a distance of 61.36 feet to a point; 2) 
Thence South 71 Degrees 30 Minutes 37 Seconds East for a distance of 276.80 
feet to a point; 3) Thence with a curve turning to the left with an arc length of 
49.57 feet, a radius of 90.29 feet, a chord bearing of South 89 Degrees 46 
Minutes 25 Seconds East, and a chord length of 48.95 feet to a point; 4)  Thence 
North 68 Degrees 55 Minutes 15 Seconds East for a distance of 10.82 feet to 
a point; 5)  Thence with a curve turning to the right with an arc length of 33.39 
feet, a radius of 25.24 feet, a chord bearing of South 82 Degrees 05 Minutes 01 
Seconds East, and a chord length of 31.01 feet to a point; 6) Thence South 44 
Degrees 11 Minutes 13 Seconds East for a distance of 504.12 feet to a point at 
the end of  said curb line; Thence along the southern edge of pavement of said 
Chucky Mullins Drive the following courses and distances 1) South 66 Degrees 
51 Minutes 32 Seconds East for a distance of 17.09 feet to a point; 2) Thence 
with a curve turning to the right with an arc length of 153.74 feet, a radius of 
409.32 feet, a chord bearing of South 34 Degrees 21 Minutes 52 Seconds East, 
and a chord length of 152.83 feet to a point; 3) Thence South 17 Degrees 59 
Minutes 07 Seconds East for a distance of 95.37 feet to a point; 4) Thence 
South 16 Degrees 04 Minutes 42 Seconds East for a distance of 127.04 feet to 
a point; 5) Thence South 15 Degrees 02 Minutes 22 Seconds East for a 
distance of 147.66 feet to a Mag Nail/Washer set; Thence  leaving said edge of 
pavement and along the northern line of  City of Oxford 60 foot easement line 
found in deed book 506 page 266 North 88 Degrees 57 Minutes 39 Seconds 
West for a distance of 486.73 feet to a 1/2" Iron Rod set; Thence leaving said 
easement North 01 Degrees 02 Minutes 21 Seconds East for a distance of 
142.64 feet to a 1/2" Iron Rod set; Thence along the northern easement line 
and extension of City of Oxford easement 200905697  North 53 Degrees 42 
Minutes 40 Seconds West for a distance of 743.25 feet to a 1/2" Iron Rod set; 
Thence along the western line of said easement 200905697 North 09 Degrees 
58 Minutes 16 Seconds East for a distance of 296.54 feet to a 1/2" Iron Rod 
set; Thence leaving said easement North 41 Degrees 00 Minutes 10 Seconds 
East for a distance of 99.69 feet back to the POINT OF BEGINNING. 

 
  (e)  A parcel of land located in the North Half of Section 29, Township 8 
South, Range 3 West, Lafayette County, Mississippi, and containing 28.067 Acres.  This 
property described in more detail as follows: 
 
 Parcel 5 

 
 Commencing at a Concrete Monument found recognized as being the 
Southwest Corner of Section 20, Township 8 South, Range 3 West Lafayette 
County, Mississippi.  Said point being further defined by Mississippi East State 
Plane Coordinates of N:1770430.34 and E:769644.41,  
 
 Thence South 52 Degrees 36 Minutes 39 Seconds East for a distance of 
3188.69 feet to a Mag Nail/Washer set, hereinafter referred as the POINT OF 
BEGINNING, further defined by Mississippi East State Plane Coordinates of 
N:1768494.09 and E:772177.92. 
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 Thence run from said POINT OF BEGINNING  along the building line The 
Manning Center the following courses and distances 1) North 32 Degrees 39 
Minutes 42 Seconds East for a distance of 201.87 feet to a building corner; 2) 
Thence South 57 Degrees 01 Minutes 34 Seconds East for a distance of 4.59 
feet to a building corner; 3) Thence North 33 Degrees 04 Minutes 14 Seconds 
East for a distance of 177.73 feet to a building corner; 4) Thence South 56 
Degrees 55 Minutes 46 Seconds East for a distance of 12.07 feet to a point; 5) 
Thence North 33 Degrees 03 Minutes 37 Seconds East for a distance of 157.21 
feet to a point; 6) Thence North 56 Degrees 43 Minutes 43 Seconds West for a 
distance of 48.12 feet to a building corner; 7) Thence North 33 Degrees 14 
Minutes 53 Seconds East for a distance of 33.50 feet to a building corner; 8) 
Thence North 57 Degrees 09 Minutes 29 Seconds West for a distance of 148.47 
feet to a building corner; 9) Thence South 33 Degrees 20 Minutes 11 Seconds 
West for a distance of 5.98 feet to a building corner; 10) Thence North 56 
Degrees 54 Minutes 44 Seconds West for a distance of 43.91 feet to a building 
corner; 11) Thence South 33 Degrees 11 Minutes 02 Seconds West for a 
distance of 21.08 feet to a point on building line; 12) Thence North 56 Degrees 
44 Minutes 38 Seconds West for a distance of 67.30 feet to a building corner; 
Thence leaving said building line North 38 Degrees 47 Minutes 40 Seconds 
East along a retaining wall  for a distance of 64.31 feet to a chain link fence; 
Thence along said chain link fence the following courses and distances; 1) 
North 47 Degrees 29 Minutes 28 Seconds West for a distance of 28.54 feet to 
a fence corner; 2) Thence South 84 Degrees 11 Minutes 17 Seconds West for 
a distance of 33.89 feet to a fence corner; 3) Thence North 13 Degrees 10 
Minutes 13 Seconds West for a distance of 13.56 feet to a fence corner; 4) 
Thence North 31 Degrees 42 Minutes 33 Seconds East for a distance of 88.72 
feet to the intersection of wall at parking garage and chain link fence; Thence 
along said wall at parking garage the following courses and distances 1) South 
58 Degrees 29 Minutes 42 Seconds East for a distance of 19.16 feet to a point; 
2) Thence North 33 Degrees 59 Minutes 13 Seconds East for a distance of 
28.16 feet to a point; 3) Thence North 07 Degrees 08 Minutes 22 Seconds East 
for a distance of 112.13 feet to a point; 4) Thence North 21 Degrees 54 Minutes 
11 Seconds East for a distance of 75.88 feet to a point; 5) Thence North 36 
Degrees 03 Minutes 26 Seconds West for a distance of 33.20 feet to a point; 6) 
Thence North 38 Degrees 32 Minutes 07 Seconds East for a distance of 10.59 
feet to a point; 7) Thence North 59 Degrees 45 Minutes 08 Seconds West for a 
distance of 54.24 feet to a point on the building line of The Pavilion; Thence 
leaving said wall and along said building line of the Pavilion and the extension 
of North 31 Degrees 45 Minutes 04 Seconds East for a distance of 416.02 feet 
to a point in a concrete seam; Thence along said seam with a curve turning to 
the left with an arc length of 133.91 feet, a radius of 51.77 feet, a chord bearing 
of North 83 Degrees 18 Minutes 24 Seconds East, and a chord length of 99.57 
feet to a point; Thence North 02 Degrees 19 Minutes 44 Seconds East for a 
distance of 123.61 feet to a point on the back of curb of All American Drive; 
Thence along said curb the following courses and distances 1) South 87 
Degrees 14 Minutes 34 Seconds East for a distance of 420.77 feet to a point; 
2) Thence with a curve turning to the left with an arc length of 115.91 feet, a 
radius of 881.43 feet, a chord bearing of North 77 Degrees 32 Minutes 59 
Seconds East, and a chord length of 115.82 feet to a point; Thence with a curve 
turning to the left with an arc length of 161.41 feet, a radius of 554.32 feet, a 
chord bearing of North 65 Degrees 26 Minutes 27 Seconds East, and a chord 
length of 160.84 feet to a point; 3) Thence North 55 Degrees 27 Minutes 27 
Seconds East for a distance of 77.80 feet to a point; 4) Thence with a curve 
turning to the right with an arc length of 147.52 feet, a radius of 377.20 feet, a 
chord bearing of North 74 Degrees 40 Minutes 11 Seconds East, and a chord 
length of 146.58 feet to a point; 5) Thence North 88 Degrees 42 Minutes 48 
Seconds East for a distance of 121.32 feet to a point; 6) Thence with a curve 
turning to the left with an arc length of 103.10 feet, a radius of 144.82 feet, a 
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chord bearing of North 60 Degrees 33 Minutes 46 Seconds East, and a chord 
length of 100.94 feet to a point; Thence leaving said curb line South 59 Degrees 
03 Minutes 47 Seconds East for a distance of 88.71 feet to a 1/2" Iron Rod set; 
Thence along the western easement line of the City of Oxford for Gertrude Ford 
Road the following courses and distances 1) South 30 Degrees 56 Minutes 13 
Seconds West for a distance of 323.31 feet to a 1/2" Iron Rod set; 2) Thence 
with a curve turning to the right with an arc length of 78.82 feet, a radius of 
725.00 feet, a chord bearing of South 34 Degrees 03 Minutes 05 Seconds West 
, and a chord length of 78.78 feet to a 1/2" Iron Rod set; 3) Thence South 37 
Degrees 09 Minutes 56 Seconds West for a distance of 70.94 feet to a 1/2" Iron 
Rod set; 4) Thence with a curve turning to the left with an arc length of 377.18 
feet, a radius of 725.00 feet, a chord bearing of South 22 Degrees 15 Minutes 
42 Seconds West, and a chord length of 372.94 feet to a 1/2" Iron Rod set; 5) 
Thence South 07 Degrees 21 Minutes 27 Seconds West for a distance of 
119.54 feet to a Mag Nail/Washer set; Thence leaving said easement and along 
the northern back of curb of Manning Way the following courses and distances 
1) with a curve turning to the right with an arc length of 47.32 feet, a radius of 
36.33 feet, a chord bearing of South 51 Degrees 00 Minutes 05 Seconds West, 
and a chord length of 44.04 feet to a point; 2) Thence South 89 Degrees 32 
Minutes 55 Seconds West for a distance of 27.27 feet to a point; 3) Thence with 
a curve turning to the left with an arc length of 127.47 feet, a radius of 189.21 
feet, a chord bearing of South 67 Degrees 28 Minutes 15 Seconds West, and 
a chord length of 125.07 feet to a point; 4) Thence with a curve turning to the 
left with an arc length of 103.40 feet, a radius of 2934.39 feet, a chord bearing 
of South 45 Degrees 15 Minutes 56 Seconds West, and a chord length of 
103.40 feet to a point; 5)Thence with a curve turning to the right with an arc 
length of 226.27 feet, a radius of 2919.72 feet, a chord bearing of South 46 
Degrees 28 Minutes 34 Seconds West, and a chord length of 226.21 feet to a 
point; 6) Thence South 49 Degrees 01 Minutes 20 Seconds West for a distance 
of 81.71 feet to a point; 7) Thence South 49 Degrees 19 Minutes 48 Seconds 
West for a distance of 639.16 feet to a point; 8) Thence with a curve turning to 
the right with an arc length of 232.37 feet, a radius of 211.18 feet, a chord 
bearing of South 79 Degrees 41 Minutes 13 Seconds West, and a chord length 
of 220.82 feet back to the POINT OF BEGINNING. 

 
 (2)  The lease(s) and any amendments to the lease(s) of all or any portion of the 
real property authorized for lease(s) under subsection (1) of this section shall be subject 
to the approval of the Board of Trustees of State Institutions of Higher Learning.  The 
approved lease(s) and any amendments to the lease(s) shall not be cancelled by 
successor boards based on the binding successor doctrine. 
 
 SECTION 2.  (1)  The Board of Trustees of State Institutions of Higher Learning, 
acting on behalf of the University of Mississippi, is authorized to enter into a long-term 
sublease(s) of all or any portion of the real property described in Section 1 of this act which 
is under its control and possession for a period not to exceed a term of forty-five (45) years 
with two (2) additional options for renewal periods not to exceed ten (10) years and one 
(1) additional option for a renewal period not to exceed five (5) years. 
 
 (2)  The sublease(s) and any amendments to the sublease(s) of all or any portion 
of the real property described in Section 1 of this act shall be subject to the approval of 
the Board of Trustees of State Institutions of Higher Learning.  The approved sublease(s) 
and any amendments to the sublease(s) shall not be cancelled by successor boards 
based on the binding successor doctrine. 
 
 SECTION 3.  If all or any portion of the property described in Section 1 of this act 
is leased, the University of Mississippi, with the approval of the Board of Trustees of State 
Institutions of Higher Learning, is authorized to negotiate all aspects of any lease(s) or 
sublease(s) and any terms and ancillary agreements pertaining to any lease(s) or 
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sublease(s) as may be reasonably necessary to effectuate the intent and purposes of this 
section and to ensure a fair and equitable return to the state. 
 
 SECTION 4.  (1)  All proceeds derived or received from the agreements and 
lease(s) entered into under Sections 1 and 2 of this act shall be deposited into a special 
fund and expended only for the use and benefit of the University of Mississippi. 
 
 (2)  At the end of the lease term provided in this act, the property leased under the 
authority provided herein and all improvements to such property shall revert to the 
University of Mississippi. 
 
 (3)  The State of Mississippi shall retain all mineral rights to the real property leased 
under Section 1 of this act. 
 
 (4)  The Department of Finance and Administration is authorized to correct any 
discrepancies in the property described in Section 1 of this act. 
 
 SECTION 5.  This act shall take effect and be in force from and after its passage. 
 
 Further, amend by striking the title in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 
 
 
 AN ACT TO AUTHORIZE THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF STATE INSTITUTIONS 
OF HIGHER LEARNING, ACTING ON BEHALF OF THE UNIVERSITY OF MISSISSIPPI 
TO ENTER INTO A LONG-TERM LEASE(S) OF ALL OR ANY PORTION OF REAL 
PROPERTY UNDER ITS CONTROL AND POSSESSION FOR THE PURPOSE OF 
DEVELOPING ACADEMIC BUILDINGS, HOUSING, DINING HALLS, PARKING 
FACILITIES, AND/OR OTHER SPACES, INCLUDING RETAIL DEVELOPMENTS, FOR 
THE BENEFIT OF THE UNIVERSITY; TO PROVIDE THAT ANY SUCH PROPERTY 
SHALL BE LEASED FOR A PERIOD NOT TO EXCEED 45 YEARS; TO SET CERTAIN 
OTHER LEASE TERMS AND TO REQUIRE ANY LEASE TO BE SUBJECT TO THE 
APPROVAL OF IHL; TO AUTHORIZE THE UNIVERSITY OF MISSISSIPPI TO 
NEGOTIATE ALL ASPECTS OF ANY LEASE WITH THE APPROVAL OF IHL; TO 
PROVIDE THAT ALL PROCEEDS DERIVED FROM ANY SUCH LEASE(S) SHALL BE 
DEPOSITED INTO A SPECIAL FUND ONLY FOR THE USE OF THE UNIVERSITY; TO 
REQUIRE ANY PROPERTY LEASED UNDER THIS ACT TO REVERT BACK TO THE 
UNIVERSITY AT THE END OF THE LEASE(S); AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 
 
 YEAS AND NAYS.  The yeas and nays being taken, the Senate concurred in the 
foregoing House Amendment to S. B. No. 2519 by the following vote: 
 
 Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan, 
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins, 
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, McLendon, 
McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, Seymour, Simmons D. T. 
(12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, Thompson, Turner-Ford, 
Whaley, Williams, Younger.  Total--48. 
 Nays--None. 
 Absent and those not voting--Horhn, Parks, Wiggins.  Total--3. 
 Vacancies--1. 
 

__________ 
 
 Senator Barnett called up the following entitled bill: 
 
 H. B. No. 188: "Dignity and Safety for Incarcerated Women Act"; enact. 
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 YEAS AND NAYS On H. B. No. 188.  On motion of Senator Barnett, the rules were 
suspended, the bill considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and nays 
being taken, it passed, title standing as stated, by the following vote: 
 
 Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan, 
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins, 
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, McLendon, 
McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, Seymour, Simmons D. T. 
(12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, Thompson, Turner-Ford, 
Whaley, Williams, Younger.  Total--48. 
 Nays--None. 
 Absent and those not voting--Horhn, Parks, Wiggins.  Total--3. 
 Vacancies--1. 
 

__________ 
 
 Senator Boyd called up the following entitled bill: 
 
 H. B. No. 3: Mississippi Commission on College Accreditation; revise composition 
of to ensure adequate representation. 
 
 YEAS AND NAYS On H. B. No. 3.  On motion of Senator Boyd, the rules were 
suspended, the bill considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and nays 
being taken, it passed, title standing as stated, by the following vote: 
 
 Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan, 
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins, 
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, McLendon, 
McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, Seymour, Simmons D. T. 
(12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, Thompson, Turner-Ford, 
Whaley, Williams, Younger.  Total--48. 
 Nays--None. 
 Absent and those not voting--Horhn, Parks, Wiggins.  Total--3. 
 Vacancies--1. 
 

__________ 
 
 Senator Michel called up the following entitled bill: 
 
 H. B. No. 17: Protecting Patient Access to Physician-Administered Drugs Act; 
create. 
 
 YEAS AND NAYS On H. B. No. 17.  On motion of Senator Boyd, the rules were 
suspended, the bill considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and nays 
being taken, it passed, title standing as stated, by the following vote: 
 
 Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan, 
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins, 
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, McLendon, 
McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, Seymour, Simmons D. T. 
(12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, Thompson, Turner-Ford, 
Whaley, Williams, Younger.  Total--48. 
 Nays--None. 
 Absent and those not voting--Horhn, Parks, Wiggins.  Total--3. 
 Vacancies--1. 
 

__________ 
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 Senator Michel called up the following entitled bill: 
 
 H. B. No. 1611: Property and casualty insurance coverage; require 45-day notice 
before change in coverage of. 
 
 Senator Michel offered the following COMMITTEE AMENDMENT NO. 1. 
 
 Amend by striking all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 
 
 
 SECTION 1.  Section 83-5-28, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 [From July 1, 2025, until July 1, 2026, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 83-5-28.  (1)  A cancellation, reduction in coverage or nonrenewal of liability 
insurance coverage, fire insurance coverage or single premium multiperil insurance 
coverage is not effective as to any coverage issued or renewed * * * on or before June 30, 
2026, unless notice is mailed or delivered to the insured and to any named creditor loss 
payee by the insurer not less than thirty (30) days prior to the effective date of such 
cancellation, reduction or nonrenewal.  This section shall not apply to nonpayment of 
premium unless there is a named creditor loss payee, in which case at least ten (10) days' 
notice is required.  The cancellation and nonrenewal notice requirements of this section 
shall not apply when a replacement policy form is issued by the same insurer or when a 
transfer of an insured to a licensed affiliate of the insurer occurs, so long as the 
replacement of policy forms or transfer results in the same or substantially similar 
coverage and the insurer mails or delivers to the insured at least thirty (30) days prior to 
the renewal effective date notice of any term or condition that is less favorable to the 
policyholder. 
 
 (2)  The provisions of subsection (1) shall be incorporated into each liability, fire 
and multiperil policy issued or renewed after * * * July 1, 2025, but before June 30, 2026; 
and if such provisions are not expressly stated in the policy, such provisions shall be 
deemed to be incorporated in the policy. 
 
 (3)  Whenever a replacement policy form is issued by the same insurer or when 
transfer of an insured to a licensed affiliate occurs, documents signed by the insured are 
applicable to the replacement policy form, the coverage transferred to a licensed affiliate 
insurer, or both, and remain valid and enforceable. 
 
 (4)  A transferring insurer shall notify the Mississippi Insurance Department at least 
forty-five (45) days in advance of notifying a policyholder that its personal or commercial 
lines insurance policies will be transferred to another licensed insurer within the same 
insurance group or same holding company.  The notice shall include the name of insurer 
transferring the personal or commercial lines policies and the name and financial rating of 
the insurer receiving the transferred personal or commercial lines policies. 
 
 (5)  A transferring insurer shall provide the policyholder written notice of the policy 
transfer at least thirty (30) days prior to expiration of the policy term and shall include the 
financial rating of the insurer receiving the transferred policy.  Such notice must be 
provided to the policyholder with the notice of renewal premium at least thirty (30) days 
before the effective date of the transfer. 
 
 (6)  As used in this section: 
 
  (a)  "Affiliate transfer" is when an insurer transfers, at renewal or policy 
expiration, its personal or commercial lines insurance policies to an affiliated licensed 
insurer that is a member of the same insurance group or same holding company as the 
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transferring insurer.  The issuance of a replacement policy form providing the same or 
substantially similar coverage issued by the same insurer, or the transfer of personal or 
commercial insurance policies to a licensed affiliate insurer that will issue the same or 
substantially similar policy, are considered a renewal and will not be treated as a 
cancellation or nonrenewal.  The affiliate transfer must be to a licensed affiliate insurer 
that has been determined by the commissioner to have the same or better financial 
strength as the transferring insurer.  The policy transfer must be selected on a 
nondiscriminatory basis. 
 
  (b)  "Substantially similar" means a policy that provides the same basic 
coverages but may add, alter or eliminate incidental coverages and may provide 
coverages using different textual language. 
 
 [From and after July 1, 2026, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 83-5-28.  (1)  A renewal, cancellation, reduction in coverage or nonrenewal of 
liability insurance coverage, fire insurance coverage or single premium multiperil 
insurance coverage is not effective as to any coverage issued or renewed on or after July 
1, 2026, unless notice is mailed or delivered to the insured and to any named creditor loss 
payee by the insurer not less than forty-five (45) days prior to the effective date of such 
cancellation, reduction or nonrenewal.  This section shall not apply to nonpayment of 
premium unless there is a named creditor loss payee, in which case at least ten (10) days' 
notice is required.  The notice requirements of this section shall not apply when a 
replacement policy form is issued by the same insurer or when a transfer of an insured to 
a licensed affiliate of the insurer occurs, so long as the replacement of policy forms or 
transfer results in the same or substantially similar coverage and the insurer mails or 
delivers to the insured at least forty-five (45) days prior to the renewal effective date notice 
of any term or condition that is less favorable to the policyholder. 
 
 (2)  The provisions of subsection (1) of this section shall be incorporated into each 
liability, fire and multiperil policy issued or renewed on or after July 1, 2026; and if such 
provisions are not expressly stated in the policy, such provisions shall be deemed to be 
incorporated in the policy. 
 
 (3)  Whenever a replacement policy form is issued by the same insurer or when 
transfer of an insured to a licensed affiliate occurs, documents signed by the insured are 
applicable to the replacement policy form, the coverage transferred to a licensed affiliate 
insurer, or both, and remain valid and enforceable. 
 
 (4)  A transferring insurer shall notify the Mississippi Insurance Department at least 
forty-five (45) days in advance of notifying a policyholder that its personal or commercial 
lines insurance policies will be transferred to another licensed insurer within the same 
insurance group or same holding company.  The notice shall include the name of the 
insurer transferring the personal or commercial lines policies and the name and financial 
rating of the insurer receiving the transferred personal or commercial lines policies. 
 
 (5)  A transferring insurer shall provide the policyholder written notice of the policy 
transfer at least forty-five (45) days prior to expiration of the policy term and shall include 
the financial rating of the insurer receiving the transferred policy.  Such notice must be 
provided to the policyholder with the notice of renewal premium at least forty-five (45) 
days before the effective date of the transfer. 
 
 (6)  If the insurer fails to meet the notice requirement of this section, the named 
insured has the option of continuing the policy or contract for the remainder of the notice 
period plus an additional forty-five (45) days at the premium rate of the existing policy or 
contract.  Such option shall continue in forty-five-day increments until the insurer provides 
the notice required in this section. 
 (7)  As used in this section: 
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  (a)  "Affiliate transfer" is when an insurer transfers, at renewal or policy 
expiration, its personal or commercial lines insurance policies to an affiliated licensed 
insurer that is a member of the same insurance group or same holding company as the 
transferring insurer.  The issuance of a replacement policy form providing the same or 
substantially similar coverage issued by the same insurer, or the transfer of personal or 
commercial insurance policies to a licensed affiliate insurer that will issue the same or 
substantially similar policy, is considered a renewal and will not be treated as a 
cancellation or nonrenewal.  The affiliate transfer must be to a licensed affiliate insurer 
that has been determined by the commissioner to have the same or better financial 
strength as the transferring insurer.  The policy transfer must be selected on a 
nondiscriminatory basis. 
 
  (b)  "Substantially similar" means a policy that provides the same basic 
coverages but may add, alter or eliminate incidental coverages and may provide 
coverages using different textual language. 
 
 SECTION 2.  Section 83-11-5, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 [From July 1, 2025, until July 1, 2026, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 83-11-5.  No notice of cancellation of a policy to which Section 83-11-3 applies shall 
be effective to any coverage issued or renewed on or before June 30, 2026, unless mailed 
or delivered by the insurer to the named insured and to any named creditor loss payee at 
least thirty (30) days prior to the effective date of cancellation; provided, however, that 
where cancellation is for nonpayment of premium at least ten (10) days' notice of 
cancellation accompanied by the reason therefor shall be given.  Unless the reason 
accompanies or is included in the notice of cancellation, the notice of cancellation shall 
state or be accompanied by a statement that upon written request of the named insured, 
mailed or delivered to the insurer not less than fifteen (15) days prior to the effective date 
of cancellation, the insurer will specify the reason for such cancellation. 
 
 This section shall not apply to nonrenewal unless there is a named creditor loss 
payee. 
 
 [From and after July 1, 2026, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 83-11-5.  No notice of cancellation of a policy to which Section 83-11-3 applies shall 
be effective to any coverage issued or renewed on or after July 1, 2026, unless mailed or 
delivered by the insurer to the named insured and to any named creditor loss payee at 
least forty-five (45) days prior to the effective date of cancellation; provided, however, that 
where cancellation is for nonpayment of premium at least ten (10) days' notice of 
cancellation accompanied by the reason therefor shall be given.  Unless the reason 
accompanies or is included in the notice of cancellation, the notice of cancellation shall 
state or be accompanied by a statement that upon written request of the named insured, 
mailed or delivered to the insurer not less than fifteen (15) days prior to the effective date 
of cancellation, the insurer will specify the reason for such cancellation. 
 
 If the insurer fails to meet the notice requirement of this section, the named insured 
has the option of continuing the policy or contract for the remainder of the notice period 
plus an additional forty-five (45) days at the premium rate of the existing policy or contract.  
Such option shall continue in forty-five-day increments until the insurer provides the notice 
required in this section. 
 
 SECTION 3.  Section 83-11-7, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 [From July 1, 2025, until July 1, 2026, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 83-11-7.  No insurer shall fail to renew a policy to any coverage issued or renewed 
on or before June 30, 2026, unless it shall mail or deliver to the named insured, at the 
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address shown in the policy and to the named creditor loss payee, at least thirty (30) days' 
advance notice of its intention not to renew.  This section shall not apply if there is no 
named creditor loss payee and: 
 
  (a)  If the insurer has manifested its willingness to renew, subject to certain 
specified conditions which are not met by the insured; nor 
 
  (b)  If the insured has manifested its unwillingness to renew; nor 
 
  (c)  In case of nonpayment of premium; nor 
 
  (d)  In case of failure to make timely payment of dues to, or to maintain 
membership in good standing with, a designated association, corporation or other 
organization where the original issue of such policy or renewal was dependent upon such 
membership; provided that, notwithstanding the failure of an insurer to comply with this 
section, the policy shall terminate on the effective date of any other insurance policy with 
respect to any automobile designated in both policies. 
 
 A notice of nonrenewal is not required when a replacement policy form is issued by 
the same insurer or when an insured is transferred to a licensed affiliate of the insurer, so 
long as the transfer or replacement results in the same or substantially similar coverage.  
Whenever a replacement policy form is issued by the same insurer, or when transfer of 
an insured to a licensed  affiliate occurs documents signed by the insured are applicable 
to the replacement policy form, the coverage transferred to a licensed affiliate insurer, or 
both, and remain valid and enforceable. 
 
 Whenever a replacement policy form providing the same or substantially similar 
coverage is issued by the same insurer, or by a licensed affiliate insurer, such insurer shall 
mail or deliver to the policyholder, at least thirty (30) days in advance of the effective date 
of renewal, written notice of any terms or conditions that are less favorable to the 
policyholder. 
 
 A transferring insurer shall notify the Mississippi Insurance Department at least 
forty-five (45) days in advance of notifying a policyholder that its personal or commercial 
lines insurance policies will be transferred to another licensed insurer within the same 
insurance group or same holding company.  The notice shall include the name of insurer 
transferring the personal or commercial lines policies and the name and financial rating of 
the insurer receiving the transferred personal or commercial lines policies. 
 
 A transferring insurer shall provide the policyholder written notice of the policy 
transfer at least thirty (30) days prior to expiration of the policy term and shall include the 
financial rating of the insurer receiving the transferred policy.  Such notice must be 
provided to the policyholder with the notice of renewal premium at least thirty (30) days 
before the effective date of the transfer. 
 
 Renewal of a policy shall not constitute a waiver or estoppel with respect to grounds 
for cancellation which existed before the effective date of such renewal, and if a policy 
shall be cancelled as authorized by this article prior to such policy's renewal, such 
cancellation shall terminate any right of renewal conferred by this article. 
 
 [From and after July 1, 2026, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 83-11-7.  No insurer shall fail to renew a policy or issue a reduction in coverage to 
any coverage issued or renewed on or after July 1, 2026, unless it shall mail or deliver to 
the named insured, at the address shown in the policy and to the named creditor loss 
payee, at least forty-five (45) days advance notice of its intention not to renew.  This 
section shall not apply if there is no named creditor loss payee and: 
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 (a)  If the insurer has manifested its willingness to renew, subject to certain 
specified conditions which are not met by the insured; nor 

 
 (b)  If the insured has manifested its unwillingness to renew; nor 
 
 (c)  In case of nonpayment of premium; nor 
 
 (d)  In case of failure to make timely payment of dues to, or to maintain 

membership in good standing with, a designated association, corporation or other 
organization where the original issue of such policy or renewal was dependent upon such 
membership; provided that, notwithstanding the failure of an insurer to comply with this 
section, the policy shall terminate on the effective date of any other insurance policy with 
respect to any automobile designated in both policies. 
 
 A notice of nonrenewal is not required when a replacement policy form is issued by 
the same insurer or when an insured is transferred to a licensed affiliate of the insurer, so 
long as the transfer or replacement results in the same or substantially similar coverage.  
Whenever a replacement policy form is issued by the same insurer, or when transfer of 
an insured to a licensed affiliate occurs, documents signed by the insured are applicable 
to the replacement policy form, the coverage transferred to a licensed affiliate insurer, or 
both, and remain valid and enforceable. 
 
 Whenever a replacement policy form providing the same or substantially similar 
coverage is issued by the same insurer, or by a licensed affiliate insurer, such insurer shall 
mail or deliver to the policyholder, at least forty-five (45) days in advance of the effective 
date of renewal, written notice of any terms or conditions that are less favorable to the 
policyholder. 
 
 A transferring insurer shall notify the Mississippi Insurance Department at least 
forty-five (45) days in advance of notifying a policyholder that its personal or commercial 
lines insurance policies will be transferred to another licensed insurer within the same 
insurance group or same holding company.  The notice shall include the name of the 
insurer transferring the personal or commercial lines policies and the name and financial 
rating of the insurer receiving the transferred personal or commercial lines policies. 
 
 A transferring insurer shall provide the policyholder written notice of the policy 
transfer at least forty-five (45) days prior to expiration of the policy term and shall include 
the financial rating of the insurer receiving the transferred policy.  Such notice must be 
provided to the policyholder with the notice of renewal premium at least forty-five (45) 
days before the effective date of the transfer. 
 
 Renewal of a policy shall not constitute a waiver or estoppel with respect to grounds 
for cancellation which existed before the effective date of such renewal, and if a policy 
shall be cancelled as authorized by this article prior to such policy's renewal, such 
cancellation shall terminate any right of renewal conferred by this article. 
 
 If the insurer fails to meet the notice requirement of this section, the named insured 
has the option of continuing the policy or contract for the remainder of the notice period 
plus an additional forty-five (45) days at the premium rate of the existing policy or contract.  
Such option shall continue in forty-five-day increments until the insurer provides the notice 
required in this section. 
 
 SECTION 4.  Section 71-3-77, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 [From July 1, 2025, until Jun 30, 2026, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 71-3-77.  (1)  Every contract for the insurance of the compensation herein provided, 
or against liability therefor, issued or renewed on or before June 30, 2026, shall be 
deemed to be made subject to the provisions of this chapter, and provisions thereof 
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inconsistent with this chapter shall be void.  Such contract shall be allowed to offer 
deductibles on all liability of the assured under and according to the provisions of this 
chapter, notwithstanding any agreement of the parties to the contrary.  However, the 
payments of the claims, including the deductible amounts, shall be made directly from the 
insurance company to the employee, except for medical benefits which shall be paid to 
the medical provider.  A copy of such payments shall be forwarded to the employer.  The 
insurance company shall collect the deductible from the employer as shall be provided in 
the contract between the employer and the insurer.  No such policy shall be subject to 
nonrenewal, or cancelled by the insurer within the policy period, until a notice in writing 
shall be given to the commission and to the insured, fixing the date on which it is proposed 
to cancel it or declaring that the company does not intend to renew the policy upon 
expiration date.  Notice to the insured shall be served personally or by registered or 
certified mail.  Notice to the commission shall be provided in such manner and on such 
form as the commission may prescribe or direct.  No such cancellation or nonrenewal 
shall be effective until thirty (30) days after the service of such notice on the insured and 
the provision of notice to the commission, unless the employer has obtained other 
insurance coverage, in which case such policy shall be deemed cancelled as of the 
effective date of such other insurance, whether or not such notice has been given.  The 
notice requirements of this section shall not apply when a replacement policy form 
providing the same or substantially similar coverage is issued by the same insurer, or 
when transfer of an insured to a licensed affiliate providing the same or substantially 
similar coverage occurs.  Whenever a replacement policy form providing the same or 
substantially similar coverage is issued by the same insurer, or when a transfer of an 
insured to a licensed affiliate of the insurer providing the same or substantially similar 
coverage occurs, documents signed by the insured are applicable to the replacement 
policy and to coverage being transferred, and remain valid and enforceable. 
 
 The insured may also cancel such a policy on the day that the insured either (a) 
returns the policy to the agent, or (b) signs and delivers to the agent a "lost policy release."  
If the insured desires to cancel a policy before the policy has become effective, he may 
cancel the policy by written notice of cancellation to the agent or company without return 
of the policy or a release. 
 
 Whenever a replacement policy form providing the same or substantially similar 
coverage is issued by the same insurer, or by a licensed affiliate insurer, such insurer shall 
mail or deliver to the policyholder, at least thirty (30) days in advance of the effective date 
of renewal, written notice of any terms or conditions that are less favorable to the 
policyholder. 
 
 A transferring insurer shall notify the Mississippi Insurance Department and the 
Mississippi Workers' Compensation Commission at least forty-five (45) days in advance 
of notifying a policyholder that its personal or commercial lines insurance policies will be 
transferred to another licensed insurer within the same insurance group or same holding 
company.  The notice shall include the name of insurer transferring the personal or 
commercial lines policies and the name and financial rating of the insurer receiving the 
transferred personal or commercial lines policies. 
 
 A transferring insurer shall provide the policyholder written notice of the policy 
transfer at least thirty (30) days prior to expiration of the policy term and shall include the 
financial rating of the insurer receiving the transferred policy.  Such notice must be 
provided to the policyholder with the notice of renewal premium at least thirty (30) days 
before the effective date of the transfer. 
 
 (2)  In any case where the employer is not a self-insurer, in order that the liability 
for compensation imposed by this chapter may be most effectively discharged by the 
employer and in order that the administration of this chapter in respect of such liability 
may be facilitated, the commission shall by regulation provide for the discharge, by the 
carrier or carriers for such employer, of such obligations and duties of the employer in 
respect of such liability imposed by this chapter upon the employer as it considers proper 
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in order to effectuate the provisions of this chapter.  For such purpose (a) notice to or 
knowledge of an employer of the occurrence of the injury shall be notice to or knowledge 
of the carrier or carriers; (b) jurisdiction of the employer by the commission or any court 
under this chapter shall be jurisdiction of the carrier or carriers; and (c) any requirement 
by the commission or any court under any compensation order, finding, or decision shall 
be binding upon the carrier or carriers in the same manner and to the same extent as 
upon the employer. 
 
 (3)  As used in this section: 
 
  (a)  "Affiliate transfer" is when an insurer transfers, at renewal or policy 
expiration, its personal or commercial lines insurance policies to an affiliated licensed 
insurer that is a member of the same insurance group or same holding company as the 
transferring insurer.  The issuance of a replacement policy form providing the same or 
substantially similar coverage issued by the same insurer, or the transfer of personal or 
commercial insurance policies to a licensed affiliate insurer that will issue the same or 
substantially similar policy, are considered a renewal and will not be treated as a 
cancellation or nonrenewal.  The affiliate transfer must be to a licensed affiliate insurer 
that has been determined by the commissioner to have the same or better financial 
strength as the transferring insurer.  The policy transfer must be selected on a 
nondiscriminatory basis. 
 
  (b)  "Substantially similar" means a policy that provides the same basic 
coverages but may add, alter or eliminate incidental coverages and may provide 
coverages using different textual language. 
 
 [From and after July 1, 2026, this section shall read as follows:] 
 
 71-3-77.  (1)  Every contract for the insurance of the compensation herein provided, 
or against liability therefor, issued or renewed on or after July 1, 2026, shall be deemed 
to be made subject to the provisions of this chapter, and provisions thereof inconsistent 
with this chapter shall be void.  Such contract shall be allowed to offer deductibles on all 
liability of the assured under and according to the provisions of this chapter, 
notwithstanding any agreement of the parties to the contrary.  However, the payments of 
the claims, including the deductible amounts, shall be made directly from the insurance 
company to the employee, except for medical benefits which shall be paid to the medical 
provider.  A copy of such payments shall be forwarded to the employer.  The insurance 
company shall collect the deductible from the employer as shall be provided in the contract 
between the employer and the insurer.  No such policy shall be subject to nonrenewal, 
reduction in coverage, or cancelled by the insurer within the policy period, until a notice in 
writing shall be given to the commission and to the insured, fixing the date on which it is 
proposed to cancel it or declaring that the company does not intend to renew the policy 
upon the expiration date.  Notice to the insured shall be served personally or by registered 
or certified mail.  Notice to the commission shall be provided in such manner and on such 
form as the commission may prescribe or direct.  No such cancellation or nonrenewal 
shall be effective until forty-five (45) days after the service of such notice on the insured 
and the provision of notice to the commission, unless the employer has obtained other 
insurance coverage, in which case such policy shall be deemed cancelled as of the 
effective date of such other insurance, whether or not such notice has been given.  The 
notice requirements of this section shall not apply when a replacement policy form 
providing the same or substantially similar coverage is issued by the same insurer, or 
when transfer of an insured to a licensed affiliate providing the same or substantially 
similar coverage occurs.  
 
 Whenever a replacement policy form providing the same or substantially similar 
coverage is issued by the same insurer, or when a transfer of an insured to a licensed 
affiliate of the insurer providing the same or substantially similar coverage occurs, 
documents signed by the insured are applicable to the replacement policy and to coverage 
being transferred, and remain valid and enforceable. 
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 The insured may also cancel such a policy on the day that the insured either (a) 
returns the policy to the agent, or (b) signs and delivers to the agent a "lost policy release."  
If the insured desires to cancel a policy before the policy has become effective, he may 
cancel the policy by written notice of cancellation to the agent or company without return 
of the policy or a release. 
 
 Whenever a replacement policy form providing the same or substantially similar 
coverage is issued by the same insurer, or by a licensed affiliate insurer, such insurer shall 
mail or deliver to the policyholder, at least forty-five (45) days in advance of the effective 
date of renewal, written notice of any terms or conditions that are less favorable to the 
policyholder. 
 
 A transferring insurer shall notify the Mississippi Insurance Department and the 
Mississippi Workers' Compensation Commission at least forty-five (45) days in advance 
of notifying a policyholder that its personal or commercial lines insurance policies will be 
transferred to another licensed insurer within the same insurance group or same holding 
company.  The notice shall include the name of the insurer transferring the personal or 
commercial lines policies and the name and financial rating of the insurer receiving the 
transferred personal or commercial lines policies. 
 
 A transferring insurer shall provide the policyholder written notice of the policy 
transfer at least forty-five (45) days prior to expiration of the policy term and shall include 
the financial rating of the insurer receiving the transferred policy.  Such notice must be 
provided to the policyholder with the notice of renewal premium at least forty-five (45) 
days before the effective date of the transfer. 
 
 If the insurer fails to meet the notice requirement of this section, the named insured 
has the option of continuing the policy or contract for the remainder of the notice period 
plus an additional forty-five (45) days at the premium rate of the existing policy or contract.  
Such option shall continue in forty-five-day increments until the insurer provides the notice 
required in this section. 
 
 (2)  In any case where the employer is not a self-insurer, in order that the liability 
for compensation imposed by this chapter may be most effectively discharged by the 
employer and in order that the administration of this chapter in respect of such liability 
may be facilitated, the commission shall by regulation provide for the discharge, by the 
carrier or carriers for such employer, of such obligations and duties of the employer in 
respect of such liability imposed by this chapter upon the employer as it considers proper 
in order to effectuate the provisions of this chapter.  For such purpose (a) notice to or 
knowledge of an employer of the occurrence of the injury shall be notice to or knowledge 
of the carrier or carriers; (b) jurisdiction of the employer by the commission or any court 
under this chapter shall be jurisdiction of the carrier or carriers; and (c) any requirement 
by the commission or any court under any compensation order, finding, or decision shall 
be binding upon the carrier or carriers in the same manner and to the same extent as 
upon the employer. 
 
 (3)  As used in this section: 

 
 (a)  "Affiliate transfer" is when an insurer transfers, at renewal or policy 

expiration, its personal or commercial lines insurance policies to an affiliated licensed 
insurer that is a member of the same insurance group or same holding company as the 
transferring insurer.  The issuance of a replacement policy form providing the same or 
substantially similar coverage issued by the same insurer, or the transfer of personal or 
commercial insurance policies to a licensed affiliate insurer that will issue the same or 
substantially similar policy, is considered a renewal and will not be treated as a 
cancellation or nonrenewal.  The affiliate transfer must be to a licensed affiliate insurer 
that has been determined by the commissioner to have the same or better financial 
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strength as the transferring insurer.  The policy transfer must be selected on a 
nondiscriminatory basis. 
 
  (b)  "Substantially similar" means a policy that provides the same basic 
coverages but may add, alter or eliminate incidental coverages and may provide 
coverages using different textual language. 
 
 SECTION 5.  This act shall take effect and be in force from and after July 1, 2025. 
 
 Further, amend by striking the title in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 
 
 
 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 83-5-28, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO 
REQUIRE INSURANCE COMPANIES TO ISSUE NOTICES FOR RENEWAL, 
CANCELLATION, REDUCTION OF COVERAGE OR NONRENEWAL OF PROPERTY 
AND CASUALTY INSURANCE NOT LESS THAN 45 DAYS BEFORE THE EFFECTIVE 
DATE OF THE RENEWAL, CANCELLATION, REDUCTION OF COVERAGE OR 
NONRENEWAL; TO AMEND SECTIONS 83-11-5 and 83-11-7, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 
1972, TO REQUIRE INSURANCE COMPANIES TO ISSUE NOTICES FOR RENEWAL, 
CANCELLATION, REDUCTION OF COVERAGE OR NONRENEWAL OF AUTOMOBILE 
INSURANCE NOT LESS THAN 45 DAYS BEFORE THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THE 
RENEWAL, CANCELLATION, REDUCTION OF COVERAGE OR NONRENEWAL; TO 
AMEND SECTION 71-3-77, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO REQUIRE INSURANCE 
COMPANIES TO ISSUE NOTICES FOR RENEWAL, CANCELLATION, REDUCTION OF 
COVERAGE OR NONRENEWAL OF WORKERS COMPENSATION INSURANCE NOT 
LESS THAN 45 DAYS BEFORE THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THE RENEWAL, 
CANCELLATION, REDUCTION OF COVERAGE OR NONRENEWAL; AND FOR 
RELATED PURPOSES. 
 
 
 
 Committee Amendment No. 1 to H. B. No. 1611 was adopted. 
 
 YEAS AND NAYS On H. B. No. 1611.  On motion of Senator Michel, the rules were 
suspended, the bill considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and nays 
being taken, it passed as amended, title standing as stated, by the following vote: 
 
 Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan, 
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins, 
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, McLendon, 
McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, Seymour, Simmons D. T. 
(12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, Thompson, Turner-Ford, 
Whaley, Williams, Younger.  Total--48. 
 Nays--None. 
 Absent and those not voting--Horhn, Parks, Wiggins.  Total--3. 
 Vacancies--1. 
 

__________ 
 
 Senator Tate moved that the rules be suspended for the consideration en bloc of 
S. N. No. 61 and S. N. No. 62 and the motion prevailed. 
 
 Senator Tate called up the following entitled nominations:  
 
 S. N. No. 61: Maj Gen (Ret.) William J. (Cris) Crisler, Clinton, Mississippi, State 
Veterans Affairs Board to represent the state at large, unexpired balance of a five year 
term effective July 1, 2024 and ending May 31, 2025, vice Colonel C. Allen McDaniel, II. 
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 S. N. No. 62: Maj Gen (Ret.) William J. (Cris) Crisler, Clinton, Mississippi, State 
Veterans Affairs Board to represent the state at large, five year term effective June 1, 2025 
and ending May 31, 2030. 
 
 YEAS AND NAYS on consideration en bloc of S. N. No. 61 and S. N. No. 62.  On 
motion of Senator Tate, the rules were suspended, foregoing numbered nominations were 
considered and the Senate did advise and consent to the foregoing appointments by the 
following vote: 
 
 Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan, 
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins, 
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, McLendon, 
McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, Seymour, Simmons D. T. 
(12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, Thompson, Turner-Ford, 
Whaley, Williams, Younger.  Total--48. 
 Nays--None. 
 Absent and those not voting--Horhn, Parks, Wiggins.  Total--3. 
 Vacancies--1. 
 

__________ 
 
 Senator Tate called up the following entitled bill: 
 
 H. B. No. 1268: MS Save Our Service Member Task Force; create to study and 
make recommendations concerning mental health needs of military members. 
 
 YEAS AND NAYS On H. B. No. 1268.  On motion of Senator Tate, the rules were 
suspended, the bill considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and nays 
being taken, it passed, title standing as stated, by the following vote: 
 
 Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan, 
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins, 
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, McLendon, 
McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, Seymour, Simmons D. T. 
(12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, Thompson, Turner-Ford, 
Whaley, Williams, Younger.  Total--48. 
 Nays--None. 
 Absent and those not voting--Horhn, Parks, Wiggins.  Total--3. 
 Vacancies--1. 
 

__________ 
 
 Senator Younger called up the following entitled bill: 
 
 H. B. No. 580: "Medal of Honor Trail"; designate portion of Interstate 22 and U.S. 
Highway 78 within the State of Mississippi as. 
 
 Senator Younger moved that H. B. No. 580 be recommitted to Highways and 
Transportation, and the motion prevailed. 

__________ 
 
 Senator Younger called up the following entitled bill: 
 
 
 H. B. No. 854: Memorial highways; designate segment of MS Hwy 19 South in 
Neshoba County as the "MSgt. Bridgette R. Horn Memorial Highway." 
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 Senator Younger moved that H. B. No. 854 be recommitted to Highways and 
Transportation, and the motion prevailed. 
 

__________ 
 
 Senator Younger called up the following entitled bill: 
 
 H. B. No. 909: Memorial highways; designate a segment of MS Hwy 9 South in 
Pontotoc County as the "Meaghan Bedford Reed Memorial Highway". 
 
 Senator Younger moved that H. B. No. 909 be recommitted to Highways and 
Transportation, and the motion prevailed. 
 

__________ 
 
 Senator Younger called up the following entitled bill: 
 
 H. B. No. 1227: Memorial bridge; designate the Strong River Bridge in Simpson 
County as the Badger-Malone-Igleharte Memorial Bridge." 
 
 Senator Younger moved that H. B. No. 1227 be recommitted to Highways and 
Transportation, and the motion prevailed. 
 

__________ 
 
 Senator Younger called up the following entitled bill: 
 
 H. B. No. 1245: Memorial highways; designate various segments of public 
roadway as upon certain conditions. 
 
 
 COMMITTEE AMENDMENT NO. 1 was replaced by SUBSTITUTE FOR 
COMMITTEE AMENDMENT NO. 1. 
 
 
 Senator Younger offered the following SUBSTITUTE FOR COMMITTEE 
AMENDMENT NO. 1. 
 
 Amend by striking all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 
 
 
 SECTION 1.  (1)  Various segments of the state public roadway system in the State 
of Mississippi shall be designated as "Memorial Highways," "Memorial Roads" or 
"Memorial Bridges" in honor of the several individuals for whom resolutions, officially and 
duly adopted by the relevant local governing authorities, and spread upon its minutes, 
requesting the designations of such, have been provided to the Transportation 
Committees of the Mississippi House of Representatives and Mississippi Senate 
indicating the desire for the identified segments to be so named. 
 
 (2)  The Mississippi Department of Transportation shall erect and maintain 
appropriate signs along and approaching the segments of the roadway to be described 
as prescribed in this section. 
 
 SECTION 2.  (1)  A segment of Old Mississippi Highway 25 North located in 
Itawamba County, Mississippi, the specification of its points of commencement and 
terminus to be determined by the Itawamba County Board of Supervisors, and extending 
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for a distance of one (1) mile, shall be known as the "Chief Warrant Officer Derek Abbott 
Memorial Highway." 
 
 (2)  The Mississippi Department of Transportation shall erect and maintain 
appropriate signs along and approaching the segment of highway described in subsection 
(1) of this section. 
 
 SECTION 3.  (1)  A segment of Fairview Banner Road located in Itawamba County, 
Mississippi, the specification of its points of commencement and terminus to be 
determined by the Itawamba County Board of Supervisors, and extending for a distance 
of one (1) mile, shall be known as the "Larry Cromeans Memorial Highway." 
 
 (2)  The Mississippi Department of Transportation shall erect and maintain 
appropriate signs along and approaching the segment of highway described in subsection 
(1) of this section. 
 
 SECTION 4.  (1)  The entire segment of Interstate 22 traversing through DeSoto, 
Marshall, Benton, Union, Pontotoc, Lee and Itawamba Counties, Mississippi, beginning 
at the convergence of Interstate 269 with U.S. Highway 78 in Byhalia, Mississippi, and 
extending southeasterly to its ending at the Mississippi-Alabama state line, in conjunction 
with that portion of U.S. Highway 78, which converges with Interstate 269 in Byhalia, 
Mississippi, and extending northwesterly to its ending at the Mississippi-Tennessee state 
line, is designated and shall be known as the "Medal of Honor Trail." 
 
 (2)  The Mississippi Department of Transportation shall erect and maintain 
appropriate signs along and approaching the segment of highway described in subsection 
(1) of this section. 
 
 SECTION 5.  (1)  The segment of Mississippi Highway 19 South located in 
Neshoba County, Mississippi, north of the Neshoba County-Newton County line, 
extending for a distance of approximately one (1) mile in the northerly direction to the 
southbound lane of its intersection with County Road 709, is designated and shall be 
known as the "MSgt. Bridgette R. Horn Memorial Highway." 
 
 (2)  The Mississippi Department of Transportation shall erect and maintain 
appropriate signs along and approaching the segment of highway described in subsection 
(1) of this section.  The signage assembly to be erected along and approaching the 
segment of highway described in subsection (1) shall include the "End of Watch" date for 
MSgt. Bridgette R. Horn, as November 19, 2020. 
 
 SECTION 6.  (1)  The segment of Mississippi Highway 9 South located in Pontotoc 
County, Mississippi, commencing at a point approximately two hundred (200) feet north 
of Gilmer Road, and extending for a distance of approximately one (1) mile in the southerly 
direction to a point of its intersection near Ward Drive, is designated and shall be known 
as the "Meaghan Bedford Reed Memorial Highway." 
 
 (2)  The Mississippi Department of Transportation shall erect and maintain 
appropriate signs along and approaching the segment of highway described in subsection 
(1) of this section. 
 
 SECTION 7.  (1)  The Strong River Bridge, which is a segment of Mississippi 
Highway 149, located in Simpson County, Mississippi, is designated and shall be known 
as the "Badger-Malone-Igleharte Memorial Bridge," in honor of Mr. Charles Badger, Mr. 
Kevin Malone and Mr. Charles Igleharte, who were victims of the bridge collapse over the 
Strong River on October 16, 2024. 
 
 (2)  The Mississippi Department of Transportation shall erect and maintain an 
appropriate plaque at each end of the bridge and suitable markers along and approaching 
the bridge, described in subsection (1) of this section. 



SENATE JOURNAL 
FRIDAY, MARCH 7, 2025 

 

1210 

 
 SECTION 8.  (1)  The segment of Mississippi Highway 366 located in Prentiss 
County, Mississippi, commencing at its intersection with Highway 371 and extending in 
the westerly direction for a distance of one-half (1/2) mile, shall be known as the "Houston 
'Dale' Kennedy Memorial Highway." 
 
 (2)  The Mississippi Department of Transportation shall erect and maintain 
appropriate signs along and approaching the segment of highway described in subsection 
(1) of this section. 
 
 SECTION 9.  (1)  The bridge on Regional Center Drive in Oxford, Lafayette County, 
Mississippi, is designated and shall be known as the "Jerry Wilburn Memorial Bridge." 
 
 (2)  The Mississippi Department of Transportation shall erect and maintain an 
appropriate plaque at each end of the bridge, and suitable markers along and approaching 
the bridge, described in subsection (1) of this section. 
 
 SECTION 10.  (1)  The bridge on U.S. Route 72 that spans Turner Creek in Corinth, 
Alcorn County, Mississippi, is designated and shall be known as the "Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial Bridge." 
 
 (2)  The Mississippi Department of Transportation shall erect and maintain an 
appropriate plaque at each end of the bridge, and suitable markers along and approaching 
the bridge, described in subsection (1) of this section. 
 
 SECTION 11.  (1)  The segment of County Road 14 located in Jasper County, 
Mississippi, from its intersection with Mississippi Highway 528 and extending north to its 
intersection with County Road 31, shall be known as the "Timothy Jones-Willie 
Jones-George Hilton Stephenson-Adam J. Sims-Johnny Lee Jones Sr. Memorial Road." 
 
 (2)  The Mississippi Department of Transportation shall erect and maintain 
appropriate signs along and approaching the segment of highway described in subsection 
(1) of this section. 
 
 SECTION 12.  The Mississippi Department of Transportation shall erect and 
maintain appropriate signs at the eastbound and westbound lanes of U.S. Route 84 in 
Lincoln County, Mississippi, approaching the intersection with Mississippi Highway 583, 
to indicate the location of the Berean Children's Home. 
 
 SECTION 13.  This act shall take effect and be in force from and after July 1, 2025, 
and shall stand repealed on June 30, 2025. 
 
 Further, amend by striking the title in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 
 
 
 AN ACT TO DESIGNATE VARIOUS SEGMENTS OF THE STATE PUBLIC 
ROADWAY SYSTEM IN THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI AS "MEMORIAL HIGHWAYS," 
"MEMORIAL ROADS" OR "MEMORIAL BRIDGES" IN HONOR OF THE SEVERAL 
INDIVIDUALS FOR WHOM RESOLUTIONS, OFFICIALLY AND DULY ADOPTED BY 
THE RELEVANT LOCAL GOVERNING AUTHORITIES, AND SPREAD UPON ITS 
MINUTES, REQUESTING THE DESIGNATIONS OF SUCH, HAVE BEEN PROVIDED 
TO THE TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE OF THE MISSISSIPPI HOUSE OF 
REPRESENTATIVES AND THE HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE OF 
THE MISSISSIPPI SENATE INDICATING SAID DESIRE; TO DESIGNATE A SEGMENT 
OF OLD MISSISSIPPI HIGHWAY 25 NORTH IN ITAWAMBA COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI, AS 
THE "CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER DEREK ABBOTT MEMORIAL HIGHWAY"; TO 
DESIGNATE A SEGMENT OF FAIRVIEW BANNER ROAD IN ITAWAMBA COUNTY, 
MISSISSIPPI, AS THE "LARRY CROMEANS MEMORIAL HIGHWAY"; TO DESIGNATE 
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THE ENTIRE SEGMENT OF INTERSTATE 22 THAT LIES WITHIN THE STATE OF 
MISSISSIPPI, ALONG WITH A PORTION OF U.S. HIGHWAY 78 LOCATED IN BYHALIA, 
DESOTO COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI, THAT EXTENDS NORTHWESTERLY TO ITS POINT 
OF BEGINNING AT THE MISSISSIPPI-TENNESSEE STATE LINE, AS THE "MEDAL OF 
HONOR TRAIL"; TO DESIGNATE A SEGMENT OF MISSISSIPPI HIGHWAY 19 SOUTH 
LOCATED IN NESHOBA COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI, AS THE "MSGT. BRIDGETTE R. 
HORN MEMORIAL HIGHWAY"; TO DESIGNATE A SEGMENT OF MISSISSIPPI 
HIGHWAY 9 SOUTH LOCATED IN PONTOTOC COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI, AS THE 
"MEAGHAN BEDFORD REED MEMORIAL HIGHWAY"; TO DESIGNATE THE STRONG 
RIVER BRIDGE, WHICH IS A SEGMENT OF MISSISSIPPI HIGHWAY 149, LOCATED 
IN SIMPSON COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI, AS THE "BADGER-MALONE-IGLEHARTE 
MEMORIAL BRIDGE"; TO DESIGNATE A SEGMENT OF MISSISSIPPI HIGHWAY 366 
LOCATED IN PRENTISS COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI, AS THE "HOUSTON 'DALE' 
KENNEDY MEMORIAL HIGHWAY"; TO DESIGNATE THE BRIDGE ON REGIONAL 
CENTER DRIVE IN OXFORD, LAFAYETTE COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI, AS THE "JERRY 
WILBURN MEMORIAL BRIDGE"; TO DESIGNATE A SEGMENT OF COUNTY ROAD 14 
LOCATED IN JASPER COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI, AS THE "TIMOTHY JONES-WILLIE 
JONES-GEORGE HILTON STEPHENSON-ADAM J. SIMS-JOHNNY LEE JONES SR. 
MEMORIAL ROAD"; TO REQUIRE SIGNAGE FOR THE BEREAN CHILDREN'S HOME 
ON U.S. ROUTE 84 IN LINCOLN COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI, APPROACHING THE 
INTERSECTION WITH MISSISSIPPI HIGHWAY 583; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 
 
 
 Substitute for Committee Amendment No. 1 to H. B. No. 1245 was adopted. 
 
 YEAS AND NAYS On H. B. No. 1245.  On motion of Senator Younger, the rules 
were suspended, the bill considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and 
nays being taken, it passed as amended, title standing as stated, by the following vote: 
 
 Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan, 
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins, 
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, McLendon, 
McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, Seymour, Simmons D. T. 
(12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, Thompson, Turner-Ford, 
Whaley, Williams, Younger.  Total--48. 
 Nays--None. 
 Absent and those not voting--Horhn, Parks, Wiggins.  Total--3. 
 Vacancies--1. 
 

__________ 
 
 Senator Younger called up the following entitled bill: 
 
 H. B. No. 1541: Memorial highways; designate a segment of Hwy 366 in Prentiss 
County as the "Houston 'Dale' Kennedy Memorial Highway." 
 
 Senator Younger moved that H. B. No. 1541 be recommitted to Highways and 
Transportation, and the motion prevailed. 
 

__________ 
 
 Senator Tate moved that the rules be suspended for the consideration en bloc of 
S. N. No. 63 and S. N. No. 64 and the motion prevailed. 
 
 Senator Tate called up the following entitled nominations:  
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 S. N. No. 63: Rodney Harris, Clinton, Mississippi, Veterans Home Purchase Board 
to represent the Fourth Congressional District as it existed on May 1, 1987, four year term 
effective July 1, 2024 and ending June 30, 2028. 
 
 S. N. No. 64: Dan Henry (Hank) Singley, Jr., DMD, Meridian, Mississippi, Veterans 
Home Purchase Board to represent the Third Congressional District as it existed on May 
1, 1987, four year term effective July 1, 2024 and ending June 30, 2028. 
 
 YEAS AND NAYS on consideration en bloc of S. N. No. 63 and S. N. No. 64.  On 
motion of Senator Tate, the rules were suspended, foregoing numbered nominations were 
considered and the Senate did advise and consent to the foregoing appointments by the 
following vote: 
 
 Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan, 
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins, 
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, McLendon, 
McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, Seymour, Simmons D. T. 
(12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, Thompson, Turner-Ford, 
Whaley, Williams, Younger.  Total--48. 
 Nays--None. 
 Absent and those not voting--Horhn, Parks, Wiggins.  Total--3. 
 Vacancies--1. 
 

__________ 
 
 Senator Polk moved that the rules be suspended to move to calendar item 17, 
H. B. No. 1306, and the motion prevailed. 
 
 Senator Polk called up the motion to reconsider the vote whereby H. B. No. 1306 
passed the Senate and moved that it be reconsidered: 
 H. B. No. 1306:  Preneed establishments; reduce amount of fine that Secretary of 
State may impose upon for late filing of their reports. 
 
 The foregoing motion prevailed. 
 
 
 Senator McMahan offered the following AMENDMENT NO. 1. 
 
 AMEND on line 37 by striking the following before the period: 
 
, and shall stand repealed on June 30, 2025 
 
 
 
 Amendment No. 1 to H. B. No. 1306 was adopted. 
 
 YEAS AND NAYS On H. B. No. 1306.  On motion of Senator McMahan, the rules 
were suspended, the bill considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and 
nays being taken, it passed as amended, title standing as stated, by the following vote: 
 
 Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan, 
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins, 
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, McLendon, 
McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, Seymour, Simmons D. T. 
(12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, Thompson, Turner-Ford, 
Whaley, Williams, Younger.  Total--48. 
 Nays--None. 
 Absent and those not voting--Horhn, Parks, Wiggins.  Total--3. 
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 Vacancies--1. 
 

__________ 
 
 Senator Seymour entered a motion to reconsider the vote whereby H. B. No. 916 
passed the Senate as amended. 
 
 H. B. No. 916: Cigarettes and vape products; require Commissioner of Revenue 
to establish separate directories to regulate sale of. 
 

__________ 
 
 Senator Turner-Ford entered a motion to reconsider the vote whereby 
H. B. No. 1077 passed the Senate as amended. 
 
 H. B. No. 1077: Kratom products; prohibit sale to persons under 21. 

__________ 
 
 Senator Bryan entered a motion to reconsider the vote whereby H. B. No. 671 
passed the Senate as amended. 
 
 H. B. No. 671: Hospital Expanded Capacity Program; extend period during which 
expenses incurred by hospitals for ICU beds may be reimbursed under. 
 

__________ 
 
 Senator Blount moved that when the Senate adjourns, it adjourn in memory of 
Hulon Parrett of Jackson, MS. 

__________ 
 
 Senator Berry moved that when the Senate adjourns, it adjourn in memory of Ruth 
M. Bayles of Prentiss, MS. 

__________ 
 
FIRST READING OF HOUSE BILLS AND CONCURRENT RESOLUTIONS RECEIVED 

FROM THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 
 
 Mr. President:  I am directed by the House of Representatives to inform the Senate 
that the House has PASSED AND TRANSMITS herewith the following: 
 
 H. C. R. No. 59:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION MOURNING THE LOSS, 
COMMEMORATING THE LIFE, REVERED LEGACY, AND DISTINGUISHED PUBLIC 
SERVICE CAREER OF TRAILBLAZER AND CHAMPION OF EQUALITY, FORMER 
SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE OF THE MISSISSIPPI HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
THE HONORABLE ROBERT GEORGE CLARK, JR., AND EXPRESSING DEEPEST 
SYMPATHY TO HIS FAMILY AND FRIENDS UPON HIS PASSING. 
 
 Andrew Ketchings, Clerk of the House of Representatives 
 

__________ 
 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 
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 Mr. President:  I am directed by the House of Representatives to inform the Senate 
that the House has PASSED AND TRANSMITS herewith the following: 
 
 S. B. No. 2052:  Disabled veterans license tags; authorize tags to be labeled. 
 
 S. B. No. 2266:  Sales tax; require DOR to publish list of agricultural items eligible 
for exemption or reduced rate. 
 
 S. B. No. 2276:  Open seasons; extend those ending on a Friday until 30 minutes 
after sunset on the following Sunday. 
 
 S. B. No. 2356:  Uniform Controlled Substances Act; revise Schedule I. 
 
 S. B. No. 2392:  Certified Community Behavioral Health Clinic (CCBHC) grant 
program; Dept. of Mental Health and Division of Medicaid apply for. 
 
 S. B. No. 2424:  Entertainment Industry and Workforce Development Task Force; 
create. 
 
 S. B. No. 2657:  Elections commissioners; allow discretionary election day pay 
raises for. 
 
 S. B. No. 2659:  Qualification deadlines; change for special and school board 
elections. 
 
 S. B. No. 2766:  Adoption petitions; clarify that attached certificate may be 
executed by any physician. 
 
 S. B. No. 2846:  Economic development projects; expand local government 
authority to enter certain agreements in support of. 
 
 S. B. No. 2857:  Small Municipalities and Limited Population Counties Fund; 
increase grant amount that may be awarded by MDA. 
 
 S. B. No. 2894:  Cybersecurity insurance; include in Mississippi Insurance 
Guaranty Association statutes. 
 
 Andrew Ketchings, Clerk of the House of Representatives 
 

__________ 
 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 
 
 Mr. President:  I am directed by the House of Representatives to inform the Senate 
that the House has PASSED AND TRANSMITS herewith the following WITH 
ACCOMPANYING AMENDMENT: 
 
 S. B. No. 2146:  State budget; bring forward code sections related to and provide 
for transfers. 
 
 S. B. No. 2280:  Mississippi Wild Turkey Stamp; establish. 
 
 S. B. No. 2438:  Mississippi State Employees Paid Parental Leave Act; enact. 
 
 S. B. No. 2489:  Appellate court expense allowance; authorize receipt for judicial 
duties performed in any area of the state. 
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 S. B. No. 2543:  Coronavirus State Fiscal Recovery Funds; amend provisions 
related to. 
 
 S. B. No. 2544:  2024 Local Improvements Projects Fund; clarify and correct 
names and purposes of certain projects funded from. 
 
 S. B. No. 2606:  Educational Facilities Revolving Loan Fund Program; provide for 
DFA to receive payments on approved loans from. 
 
 S. B. No. 2681:  Medicaid reimbursements and CON; revise provisions regarding 
facilities in DeSoto, Harrison and Madison Counties. 
 
 S. B. No. 2730:  Mississippi Burn Care Fund; provide that SBH shall equitably 
divide funds among all certified health centers. 
 
 S. B. No. 2802:  Municipal and county fire funds; increase funds transferred to by 
DOR from the collection of certain taxes. 
 
 S. B. No. 2840:  State Budget process; revise provisions related to and transfer 
certain funds. 
 
 S. B. No. 2854:  Tourism Project Incentive Program; renew, extend and update 
investment requirements for hotel projects. 
 
 S. B. No. 2886:  Mississippi Domestic Violence Fatality Review Team Law; enact. 
 
 S. B. No. 2899:  Court reporters; increase authorized salary for. 
 
 S. B. No. 3054:  Appropriation; additional appropriations for various state agencies 
for FY2025 and FY2026. 
 
 S. B. No. 3055:  Appropriation; Tourism, Department of. 
 
 Andrew Ketchings, Clerk of the House of Representatives 
 

__________ 
 
 Senator Blackwell moved that the Senate stand in recess until 12:00 PM, at which 
time the Senate would then adjourn until 3:00 PM, Monday, March 10, 2025. 
 
 The motion prevailed, and at 9:45 AM, the Senate stood in recess. 
 

__________ 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 
 

 Mr. President:  The above-named committee has had under consideration the 
following measures and reports same back with the following recommendations: 
 
 H. B. No. 1768:  Appropriation; Education, Department of.  Title Sufficient.  Do 
Pass As Amended. 
 
 H. B. No. 1769:  Appropriation; Educational Television, Authority for.  Title 
Sufficient.  Do Pass As Amended. 
 
 H. B. No. 1770:  Appropriation; Library Commission.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass As 
Amended. 
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 H. B. No. 1757:  Appropriation; Attorney General.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass As 
Amended. 
 
 H. B. No. 1759:  Appropriation; Capital Post-Conviction Counsel, Office of.  Title 
Sufficient.  Do Pass As Amended. 
 
 H. B. No. 1760:  Appropriation; District attorneys and staff.  Title Sufficient.  Do 
Pass As Amended. 
 
 H. B. No. 1763:  Appropriation; State Public Defender, Office of.  Title Sufficient.  
Do Pass As Amended. 
 
 H. B. No. 1764:  Appropriation; Supreme Court, Court of Appeals and trial judges 
services.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass As Amended. 
 
 H. B. No. 1745:  Appropriation; Medicaid, Division of.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass As 
Amended. 
 
 H. B. No. 1742:  Appropriation; Human Services, Department of.  Title Sufficient.  
Do Pass As Amended. 
 
 H. B. No. 1739:  Appropriation; Child Protection Service, Department of.  Title 
Sufficient.  Do Pass As Amended. 
 
 H. B. No. 1754:  Appropriation; Rehabilitation Services, Department of.  Title 
Sufficient.  Do Pass As Amended. 
 
 H. B. No. 1741:  Appropriation; Health, Department of.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass 
As Amended. 
 
 H. B. No. 1728:  Appropriation; Port Authority, State.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass As 
Amended. 
 
 H. B. No. 1731:  Appropriation; Pat Harrison Waterway District.  Title Sufficient.  Do 
Pass As Amended. 
 
 H. B. No. 1732:  Appropriation; Pearl River Valley Water Supply District.  Title 
Sufficient.  Do Pass As Amended. 
 
 H. B. No. 1736:  Appropriation; Tombigbee River Valley Water Management 
District.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass As Amended. 
 
 H. B. No. 1738:  Appropriation; Yellow Creek State Inland Port Authority.  Title 
Sufficient.  Do Pass As Amended. 
 
 H. B. No. 1771:  Appropriation; Transportation, Department of.  Title Sufficient.  Do 
Pass As Amended. 
 
 H. B. No. 1756:  Appropriation; Athletic Commission.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass As 
Amended. 
 
 H. B. No. 1758:  Appropriation; Auctioneers Commission.  Title Sufficient.  Do 
Pass. 
 
 H. B. No. 1740:  Appropriation; Board of Cosmetology and Barbering.  Title 
Sufficient.  Do Pass As Amended. 
 
 H. B. No. 1723:  Appropriation; Engineers and Land Surveyors, Board of 
Registration for Professional.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass As Amended. 
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 H. B. No. 1725:  Appropriation; Foresters, Board of Registration for.  Title Sufficient.  
Do Pass As Amended. 
 
 H. B. No. 1749:  Appropriation; Optometry, Board of.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass As 
Amended. 
 
 H. B. No. 1755:  Appropriation; Social Workers and Marriage and Family 
Therapists, Board of Examiners for.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass As Amended. 
 
 H. B. No. 1765:  Appropriation; Veterans' Home Purchase Board.  Title Sufficient.  
Do Pass As Amended. 
 
 H. B. No. 1746:  Appropriation; Medical Licensure, Board of.  Title Sufficient.  Do 
Pass As Amended. 
 
 H. B. No. 1748:  Appropriation; Nursing, Board of.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass As 
Amended. 
 
 H. B. No. 1747:  Appropriation; Nursing Home Administrators, Board of.  Title 
Sufficient.  Do Pass As Amended. 
 
 H. B. No. 1750:  Appropriation; Physical Therapy Board.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass 
As Amended. 
 
 H. B. No. 1751:  Appropriation; Psychology, Board of.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass As 
Amended. 
 
 H. B. No. 1744:  Appropriation; Insurance, Department of.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass 
As Amended. 
 
 H. B. No. 1743:  Appropriation; Fire Academy.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass As 
Amended. 
 
 H. B. No. 1762:  Appropriation; Public Employees' Retirement System.  Title 
Sufficient.  Do Pass As Amended. 
 
 H. B. No. 1733:  Appropriation; Public Service Commission.  Title Sufficient.  Do 
Pass As Amended. 
 
 H. B. No. 1734:  Appropriation; Public Utilities Staff.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass As 
Amended. 
 
 H. B. No. 1724:  Appropriation; Environmental Quality, Department of.  Title 
Sufficient.  Do Pass As Amended. 
 
 H. B. No. 1730:  Appropriation; Oil and Gas Board.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass As 
Amended. 
 
 H. B. No. 1735:  Appropriation; Soil and Water Conservation Commission.  Title 
Sufficient.  Do Pass As Amended. 
 
 H. B. No. 1737:  Appropriation; Wildlife, Fisheries and Parks, Department of.  Title 
Sufficient.  Do Pass As Amended. 
 
 H. B. No. 1722:  Appropriation; Archives and History, Department of.  Title 
Sufficient.  Do Pass As Amended. 
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 H. B. No. 1767:  Appropriation; Arts Commission.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass As 
Amended. 
 
 H. B. No. 1726:  Appropriation; Forestry Commission.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass As 
Amended. 
 
 H. B. No. 1727:  Appropriation; Grand Gulf Military Monument Commission.  Title 
Sufficient.  Do Pass As Amended. 
 
 H. B. No. 1729:  Appropriation; Marine Resources, Department of.  Title Sufficient.  
Do Pass As Amended. 
 
 H. B. No. 1761:  Appropriation; Legislative expenses.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass As 
Amended. 
 
 H. B. No. 1753:  Appropriation:  Real Estate Commission.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass 
As Amended. 
 
 H. B. No. 1752:  Appropriation; Real Estate Appraiser Licensing Certification 
Board.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass As Amended. 
 
 H. B. No. 1766:  Appropriation ; Reappropriation, DFA - Bureau of Building - FY 
2025.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass As Amended. 
 
 HOPSON, Chairman 
 

__________ 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 
 

 Mr. President:  The Committee on Enrolled Bills has found correctly enrolled the 
following entitled measures and now presents them for your signature: 
 
 S. B. No. 2003:  AN ACT TO AMEND SECTIONS 59-21-9, 59-21-11, 59-21-17 
AND 59-21-19, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO UPDATE THE REQUIREMENTS FOR 
THE NUMBERING OF CERTAIN BOATS AND VESSELS FOR THE PURPOSE OF 
COMPLIANCE WITH FEDERAL REGULATIONS; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 S. B. No. 2025:  AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 69-24-5, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 
1972, TO ADD BENEFICIAL SUBSTANCE AND PLANT BIOSTIMULANT TO THE 
DEFINITION SECTION OF THE FERTILIZING MATERIALS AND ADDITIVES 
CHAPTER; TO AMEND SECTION 69-24-7, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO PROVIDE 
ADDITIONAL LABEL REQUIREMENTS FOR SOIL AMENDMENTS AND 
BIOSTIMULANT PRODUCTS; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 S. B. No. 2086:  AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 73-35-17, MISSISSIPPI CODE 
OF 1972, TO DELETE THE REPEALER FOR CERTAIN APPLICATION AND 
LICENSURE FEES; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 S. B. No. 2208:  AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 97-7-75, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 
1972, TO PROVIDE AN ENHANCED SENTENCE OF IMPRISONMENT FOR A PERSON 
WHO MAKES A TERRORISTIC THREAT AGAINST AN AIRPORT; AND FOR RELATED 
PURPOSES. 
 S. B. No. 2250:  AN ACT TO AMEND SECTIONS 37-138-5, 37-138-11, 37-138-13, 
37-138-14, 37-138-15, 37-138-17, 37-138-19 AND 37-138-21, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 
1972, TO RECOGNIZE ADDITIONAL PROFESSIONAL QUALIFICATIONS AND 
TRAINING FOR THE CERTIFICATION OF ASBESTOS ABATEMENT PERSONNEL, 
REMOVE CERTAIN RESTRICTIONS TO CERTIFICATION, AND ALIGN DEFINITIONS 
AND REQUIREMENTS WITH FEDERAL ASBESTOS ABATEMENT CERTIFICATION 
REQUIREMENTS; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
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 S. B. No. 2508:   AN ACT TO AUTHORIZE MORTGAGE LOAN ORIGINATORS 
TO PERFORM ORIGINATION ACTIVITIES AT A REMOTE LOCATION UNDER THE 
SUPERVISION AND IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE LICENSEE'S POLICIES AND 
PROCEDURES SUBJECT TO CERTAIN CONDITIONS; TO AMEND SECTION 81-18-3, 
MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO DEFINE THE TERMS "EMPLOYEE," "EXCLUSIVE 
AGENT," "INDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR" AND "REMOTE LOCATION"; TO AMEND 
SECTION 81-18-9, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO INCREASE THE FEE FOR A 
MORTGAGE LOAN ORIGINATOR LICENSE; TO AMEND SECTION 81-18-11, 
MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO INCREASE THE MAXIMUM SUM OF SURETY BOND 
FOR MORTGAGE BROKERS, MORTGAGE LENDERS AND INITIAL APPLICANTS; TO 
AMEND SECTION 81-18-25, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO PROVIDE THAT 
NOTHING IN THIS CHAPTER SHALL BE INTERPRETED TO PROHIBIT MORTGAGE 
LOAN ORIGINATORS OF A LICENSEE PERFORMING ORIGINATION ACTIVITIES AT A 
REMOTE LOCATION, HIS OR HER RESIDENCE, OR ANOTHER REMOTE LOCATION, 
PROVIDED THAT THE LICENSEE COMPLIES WITH THE PROVISIONS OF THIS ACT; 
TO AMEND SECTION 81-18-15, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO INCREASE THE 
LICENSE FEE FOR INITIAL APPLICATIONS FOR A LICENSE TO OPERATE AS A 
MORTGAGE BROKER OR LENDER; TO INCREASE THE ANNUAL RENEWAL FEE; TO 
AMEND SECTION 81-18-17, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO INCREASE THE 
APPLICATION FEE FOR A LICENSEE'S BRANCH OFFICE; TO INCREASE THE 
ANNUAL RENEWAL FEE FOR A LICENSEE'S BRANCH OFFICE; TO AMEND SECTION 
81-18-21, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO INCREASE THE EXAMINATION FEE FOR 
LICENSEES IN THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI; TO BRING FORWARD SECTIONS 81-
18-5, 81-18-7, 81-18-8, 81-18-13, 81-18-14, 81-18-19, 81-18-23, 81-18-27, 81-18-28, 81-
18-29, 81-18-31, 81-18-33, 81-18-35, 81-18-36, 81-18-37, 81-18-39, 81-18-40, 81-18-41, 
81-18-43, 81-18-45, 81-18-47, 81-18-49, 81-18-53, 81-18-55, 81-18-61 AND 81-18-63, 
MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, WHICH RELATE TO THE MISSISSIPPI S.A.F.E. 
MORTGAGE ACT, FOR PURPOSES OF POSSIBLE AMENDMENT; AND FOR RELATED 
PURPOSES. 
 David Jordan, Chairman 
 

__________ 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 
 

 Mr. President:  The Committee on Enrolled Bills has found correctly enrolled the 
following entitled measure and now presents it for your signature: 
 
 J. R. No. 1:  A JOINT RESOLUTION TO AMEND CHAPTER 2149, LAWS OF 
2022, TO REVISE THE COMPOSITION OF MISSISSIPPI HOUSE OF 
REPRESENTATIVE DISTRICTS 16, 22, 36, 39 AND 41. 
 David Jordan, Chairman 
 

__________ 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 
 

 Mr. President:  The Committee on Enrolled Bills has found correctly enrolled the 
following entitled measures and now presents them for your signature: 
 
 S. B. No. 2052:  AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 27-19-53, MISSISSIPPI CODE 
OF 1972, TO AUTHORIZE LICENSE TAGS FOR DISABLED VETERANS TO BE 
LABELED AS "100% DISABLED VETERAN" OR "DISABLED VETERAN"; AND FOR 
RELATED PURPOSES. 
 S. B. No. 2078:  AN ACT TO BRING FORWARD SECTIONS 73-11-41 THROUGH 
73-11-73, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, FOR THE PURPOSE OF POSSIBLE 
AMENDMENT; TO AMEND SECTION 73-11-33, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO 
EXTEND THE REPEAL DATE OF THE SECTIONS OF LAW WHICH CREATE THE 
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STATE BOARD OF FUNERAL SERVICE AND PRESCRIBE ITS DUTIES AND POWERS; 
AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 S. B. No. 2200:  AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 41-29-139.1, MISSISSIPPI CODE 
OF 1972, TO IMPOSE A CRIMINAL FINE UPON A PERSON WHO IS CONVICTED OF 
THE CRIME OF FENTANYL DELIVERY RESULTING IN DEATH; TO REVISE 
DEFINITIONS; TO CLARIFY THE INTENT OF THE SECTION; TO DELETE THE 
REPEALER ON PARKER'S LAW, WHICH CREATES THE CRIME OF FENTANYL 
DELIVERY RESULTING IN DEATH, PROVIDES THE PENALTY FOR SUCH CRIME, 
AND PROVIDES AN EXCEPTION FOR THOSE WHO SEEK MEDICAL ATTENTION; TO 
DELETE THE REQUIREMENT OF AN ANNUAL REPORT OF THE NUMBER OF 
PERSONS CONVICTED; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 S. B. No. 2276:  AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 49-7-31, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 
1972, TO EXTEND THE OPEN SEASON ON DEER, WHEN IT ENDS ON A FRIDAY, TO 
30 MINUTES AFTER SUNSET ON THE FOLLOWING SUNDAY; TO AMEND SECTION 
49-7-31.2, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO EXTEND THE OPEN SEASONS ON 
BOBWHITE QUAIL AND WILD TURKEY, WHEN THEY END ON FRIDAY, TO 30 
MINUTES AFTER SUNSET ON THE FOLLOWING SUNDAY; TO AMEND SECTION 49-
7-31.3, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO EXTEND THE OPEN SEASONS ON 
SQUIRREL AND RABBITS, WHEN THEY END ON FRIDAY, TO 30 MINUTES AFTER 
SUNSET ON THE FOLLOWING SUNDAY; TO AMEND SECTION 49-7-31.4, 
MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO EXTEND THE OPEN SEASON ON FUR-BEARING 
ANIMALS, INCLUDING ANY ADDITIONAL OPEN SEASON ON RACCOON, WHEN IT 
ENDS ON A FRIDAY, TO 30 MINUTES AFTER SUNSET ON THE FOLLOWING SUNDAY; 
AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 S. B. No. 2285:  AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 71-5-146, MISSISSIPPI CODE 
OF 1972, TO ENSURE MDES BACKGROUND CHECK REGULATIONS ARE 
CONSISTENT WITH AND COMPLY WITH THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE INTERNAL 
REVENUE SERVICE FOR INDIVIDUALS WHO HAVE OR POTENTIALLY WILL HAVE 
ACCESS TO FEDERAL TAX INFORMATION; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 S. B. No. 2286:  AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 71-5-353, MISSISSIPPI CODE 
OF 1972, TO STIPULATE THAT CERTAIN CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE WORKFORCE 
ENHANCEMENT TRAINING FUND SHALL BE SUSPENDED IF THE INSURED 
UNEMPLOYMENT RATE EXCEEDS AN AVERAGE OF FIVE AND FIVE-TENTHS 
PERCENT FOR THE THREE CONSECUTIVE MONTHS ENDING ON SEPTEMBER 
30TH OF THE CALENDAR YEAR PRECEDING THE NEW RATE YEAR; AND FOR 
RELATED PURPOSES. 
 S. B. No. 2368:  AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 77-11-3, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 
1972, TO PROHIBIT PENALTIES GREATER THAN THE MAXIMUM CIVIL PENALTY IN 
FEDERAL LAW; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 S. B. No. 2495:  AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 75-67-639, MISSISSIPPI CODE 
OF 1972, TO EXTEND THE DATE OF THE REPEALER ON THE MISSISSIPPI CREDIT 
AVAILABILITY ACT; TO AMEND SECTION 75-67-619, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO 
INCREASE THE MAXIMUM OUTSTANDING PRINCIPAL BALANCE OF A CREDIT 
AVAILABILITY ACCOUNT FROM $2,500.00 TO $3,250.00; TO DIRECT THE 
DEPARTMENT OF BANKING AND CONSUMER FINANCE TO ISSUE A MEMO EACH 
YEAR ADJUSTING THE MAXIMUM OUTSTANDING PRINCIPAL BALANCE FOR 
CREDIT AVAILABILITY ACCOUNTS AND TO CALCULATE SUCH ADJUSTMENT BY 
APPLYING THE UNITED STATES BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS CONSUMER 
PRICE INDEX FOR ALL URBAN CONSUMERS (CPI-U) FOR THE PREVIOUS 
CALENDAR YEAR TO THE PREVIOUS MAXIMUM OUTSTANDING PRINCIPAL 
BALANCE AND ROUNDING THAT AMOUNT UPWARD TO THE NEAREST $10.00 
INCREMENT; TO BRING FORWARD SECTIONS 75-67-601 THROUGH 75-67-617, AND 
75-67-621 THROUGH 75-67-637, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, FOR THE PURPOSE 
OF POSSIBLE AMENDMENT; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 S. B. No. 2525:  AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 75-60-5, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 
1972, TO INCLUDE THE NEW JOINT BOARD OF COSMETOLOGY AND BARBERING; 
TO CLARIFY THAT NONVOCATIONAL SCHOOLS ARE EXEMPT FROM REGISTERING 
WITH THE COMMISSION ON PROPRIETARY SCHOOL AND COLLEGE 
REGISTRATION; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
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 David Jordan, Chairman 
 

__________ 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 
 

 Mr. President:  The Committee on Enrolled Bills has found correctly enrolled the 
following entitled measures and now presents them for your signature: 
 
 H. B. No. 289:  AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 23-15-213, MISSISSIPPI CODE 
OF 1972, TO REVISE THE STAGGERED TERMS OF ELECTION COMMISSIONERS IN 
DISTRICTS TWO AND FOUR; TO PROVIDE THAT THOSE ELECTION 
COMMISSIONERS FROM DISTRICTS TWO AND FOUR AND ELECTED IN THE 2027 
ELECTION SHALL BE ELECTED FOR A THREE-YEAR TERM; TO PROVIDE THAT 
THOSE ELECTION COMMISSIONERS FROM DISTRICTS TWO AND FOUR SHALL BE 
ELECTED IN THE 2030 ELECTION SHALL SERVE FOR A FOUR-YEAR TERM AND 
HAVE A NEW ELECTION EVERY FOUR YEARS THEREAFTER; AND FOR RELATED 
PURPOSES. 
 H. B. No. 1196:  AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 41-3-16, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 
1972, TO AUTHORIZE THE PEARL RIVER VALLEY WATER SUPPLY DISTRICT TO 
PARTICIPATE IN THE LOCAL GOVERNMENTS AND RURAL WATER SYSTEMS 
IMPROVEMENTS REVOLVING LOAN AND GRANT PROGRAM ADMINISTERED BY 
THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 David Jordan, Chairman 
 

__________ 
 

REFERENCE TO COMMITTEES OF HOUSE BILLS AND CONCURRENT 
RESOLUTIONS RECEIVED FROM THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

 
 H. C. R. No. 59:  Honorable Robert George Clark, Jr.; commend life and 
distinguished public service career upon his passing.  Rules. 
 

__________ 
 
 
 Pursuant to adjournment motion previously adopted, the Senate stood adjourned 
at 12:00 PM in memory of Hulon Parrett and Ruth M. Bayles. 
 
 Amanda Frusha White, Secretary of the Senate 
 

__________ 
 

INTRODUCTIONS FOR FRIDAY, MARCH 7, 2025 
 

 
 S. B. No. 3266: Local and Private 
 AN ACT TO AUTHORIZE THE GREENWOOD UTILITIES COMMISSION TO 
CONSTRUCT AND LEASE DARK FIBER INFRASTRUCTURE WITHIN THE UTILITIES' 
SERVICE TERRITORY TO ENHANCE BROADBAND CAPACITY; AND FOR RELATED 
PURPOSES. 
 By Senator(s) Chassaniol, Jordan 
 
 S. B. No. 3267: Local and Private 
 AN ACT TO AUTHORIZE THE GREENWOOD UTILITIES COMMISSION TO 
BOTTLE AND SELL WATER SOURCED FROM ITS MUNICIPAL SUPPLY DIRECTLY TO 
CONSUMERS; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
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 By Senator(s) Chassaniol, Jordan 
 
 S. B. No. 3268: Energy; Local and Private 
 AN ACT TO AUTHORIZE THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF BOLIVAR 
COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI, TO ESTABLISH A UTILITY DISTRICT WITHIN THE 
COMMUNITY OF CHOCTAW FOR THE PURPOSE OF OWNING, CONTROLLING, 
OPERATING AND MAINTAINING THE CHOCTAW SEWER ASSOCIATION SYSTEM 
FACILITIES; TO PROVIDE FOR THE POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE UTILITY 
DISTRICT; TO AUTHORIZE THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF BOLIVAR COUNTY 
TO TRANSFER ASSETS AND OTHER PROPERTY TO THE DISTRICT, AND TO 
CONTRIBUTE FUNDS AND SERVICES FOR THE REPAIR AND IMPROVEMENT OF 
THE SEWER SYSTEM FACILITIES; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 By Senator(s) Simmons (12th), Simmons (13th) 
 
 S. B. No. 3269: Local and Private; Finance 
 AN ACT TO AUTHORIZE THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF CHICKASAW 
COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI, TO LEVY AN ASSESSMENT, IN ADDITION TO ANY OTHER 
ASSESSMENTS AND COURT COSTS, FOR CONVICTIONS OBTAINED IN ITS 
JUSTICE, COUNTY AND CIRCUIT COURTS, TO BE USED TO FUND REPAIRS TO AND 
RENOVATIONS OF THE COURTHOUSES AND PRETRIAL DETENTION FACILITIES 
OF CHICKASAW COUNTY; TO SPECIFY THAT, REGARDING ASSESSMENTS 
EXPENDED FOR COURTHOUSE REPAIRS AND RENOVATIONS, ASSESSMENTS ON 
CONVICTIONS IN THE COUNTY'S FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT SHALL BE APPLIED TO 
THE COURTHOUSE IN HOUSTON, AND ASSESSMENTS ON CONVICTIONS IN THE 
COUNTY'S SECOND JUDICIAL DISTRICT SHALL BE APPLIED TO THE 
COURTHOUSE IN OKOLONA; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 By Senator(s) Suber 
 
 S. C. R. No. 533: Rules 
 A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING AND COMMENDING 
MISSISSIPPI METHODIST HOSPITAL AND REHABILITATION CENTER FOR 50 
YEARS OF RESTORING ABILITIES AND HOPE TO THOSE WHO HAVE 
EXPERIENCED DISABLING ILLNESSES AND INJURIES. 
 By Senator(s) Kirby 
 
 S. C. R. No. 534: Rules 
 A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING THE OUTSTANDING TRACK 
AND FIELD COMPETITION CAREER OF GENTRY HIGH SCHOOL AND FLORIDA 
STATE UNIVERSITY ALL-AMERICAN JANET DAVIS. 
 By Senator(s) Simmons (13th), Simmons (12th) 
 
 S. C. R. No. 535: Rules 
 A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION EXTENDING THE DEEPEST SYMPATHY OF 
THE LEGISLATURE ON THE PASSING OF FORMER MISSISSIPPI HOUSE OF 
REPRESENTATIVES SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE ROBERT GEORGE CLARK, JR. 
 By Senator(s) Blackmon, Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, 
Bryan, Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, 
Harkins, Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, 
McCaughn, McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Parks, Polk, Rhodes, 
Robinson, Seymour, Simmons (12th), Simmons (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, 
Thompson, Turner-Ford, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger 
 
 S. R. No. 80: Rules 
 A RESOLUTION COMMENDING AND CONGRATULATING LAMONT DAVIS FOR 
BEING SELECTED AS "INSTRUCTOR OF THE YEAR" REPRESENTING THE 
CENTERS OF THE MISSISSIPPI GULF COAST COMMUNITY COLLEGE. 
 By Senator(s) England 
 
 S. R. No. 81: Rules 
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 A RESOLUTION COMMENDING AND CONGRATULATING ANGELA SIMS, FOR 
BEING SELECTED AS "INSTRUCTOR OF THE YEAR" REPRESENTING THE 
JACKSON COUNTY CAMPUS OF MISSISSIPPI GULF COAST COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE. 
 By Senator(s) England 
 
 S. R. No. 82: Rules 
 A RESOLUTION CONGRATULATING ALPHA KAPPA ALPHA SORORITY, INC., 
ON THE OCCASION OF ITS POLICY IMPACT "2025 AKA DAY AT THE MISSISSIPPI 
STATE CAPITOL" TO PROMOTE ADVOCACY AND TAKE ACTION FOR HUMAN 
RIGHTS AND SOCIAL JUSTICE. 
 By Senator(s) Simmons (12th) 
 
 S. R. No. 83: Rules 
 A RESOLUTION COMMENDING AND CONGRATULATING THE GERMANTOWN 
HIGH SCHOOL MAVERICKS BOYS BASKETBALL TEAM AND HEAD COACH CHRIS 
LOVE FOR THEIR FIRST WINNING SEASON, FIRST STATE TOURNAMENT 
APPEARANCE AND FIRST MHSAA CLASS 7A STATE CHAMPIONSHIP. 
 By Senator(s) Blackmon, Michel 
 
 S. R. No. 84: Rules 
 A RESOLUTION COMMENDING AND CONGRATULATING LEGENDARY USM 
LADY EAGLES WOMEN'S BASKETBALL HEAD COACH JOYE LEE-MCNELIS UPON 
THE OCCASION HER RETIREMENT AND INDUCTION INTO THE LEGENDS CLUB IN 
HONOR OF HER OUTSTANDING 45-YEAR CAREER. 
 By Senator(s) Johnson 
 
 S. R. No. 85: Rules 
 A RESOLUTION COMMENDING AND CONGRATULATING THE BIGGERSVILLE 
HIGH SCHOOL LADY LIONS GIRLS BASKETBALL TEAM AND COACH CLIFF LITTLE 
FOR WINNING THEIR SECOND OVERALL CLASS 1A STATE TITLE. 
 By Senator(s) Parks 
 
 S. R. No. 86: Rules 
 A RESOLUTION COMMENDING AND CONGRATULATING THE PEARL RIVER 
COMMUNITY COLLEGE (PRCC) LADY WILDCATS CHEER TEAM AND HEAD COACH 
SARAH SMITH FOR WINNING THEIR THIRD UCA NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP IN 
FOUR YEARS. 
 By Senator(s) Hill, Seymour, Ladner, Fillingane, Polk 
 
 S. R. No. 87: Rules 
 A RESOLUTION COMMENDING AND CONGRATULATING ROBIN HAYES, FOR 
BEING SELECTED AS "INSTRUCTOR OF THE YEAR" REPRESENTING THE 
HARRISON COUNTY CAMPUS OF MISSISSIPPI GULF COAST COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE. 
 By Senator(s) England 
 
 S. R. No. 88: Rules 
 A RESOLUTION COMMENDING AND CONGRATULATING DANIEL CALCOTE 
FOR BEING SELECTED AS "INSTRUCTOR OF THE YEAR" REPRESENTING THE 
PERKINSTON CAMPUS OF THE MISSISSIPPI GULF COAST COMMUNITY COLLEGE. 
 By Senator(s) England 
 
 S. R. No. 89: Rules 
 A RESOLUTION COMMENDING AND CONGRATULATING THE 2025 
PONTOTOC LADY WARRIORS GIRLS BASKETBALL TEAM AND HEAD COACH KYLE 
HEARD FOR WINNING THE MHSAA CLASS 5A GIRLS BASKETBALL CHAMPIONSHIP. 
 By Senator(s) Chism, Suber 
 



SENATE JOURNAL 
FRIDAY, MARCH 7, 2025 

 

1224 

 S. R. No. 90: Rules 
 A RESOLUTION COMMENDING AND CONGRATULATING THE PEARL RIVER 
CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL BLUE DEVIL CHEERLEADING TEAM AND COACH LIZ 
SMITH AND ASSISTANT COACH TASHA MORRIS AS THE 2024 AND 2025 UCA 
NATIONAL HIGH SCHOOL CHEERLEADING CHAMPIONS. 
 By Senator(s) Hill 
 
 S. R. No. 91: Rules 
 A RESOLUTION COMMENDING AND CONGRATULATING THE RAYMOND 
HIGH SCHOOL RANGERS BOYS BASKETBALL TEAM AND COACH TONY TADLOCK 
FOR WINNING BACK-TO-BACK MHSAA CLASS 4A STATE CHAMPIONSHIPS. 
 By Senator(s) Frazier, Norwood 
 
 S. R. No. 92: Rules 
 A RESOLUTION COMMENDING AND CONGRATULATING THE BAY HIGH 
TIGERS BOYS SOCCER TEAM AND COACH COLBY ADAM FOR WINNING THE 
CLASS 4A STATE CHAMPIONSHIP. 
 By Senator(s) Ladner, Thompson 
 
 S. R. No. 93: Rules 
 A RESOLUTION EXTENDING THE COMMENDATION AND THANKS OF THE 
MISSISSIPPI SENATE TO DESOTO COUNTY DEPUTY SHERIFF BRIAN BROCK OF 
SOUTHAVEN, MISSISSIPPI, FOR HIS SPLIT-SECOND DECISION TO PULL INTO THE 
PATH OF AN ONCOMING VEHICLE DRIVING AT A HIGH RATE OF SPEED IN THE 
WRONG DIRECTION ON INTERSTATE 269 TO PREVENT A COLLISION WITH OTHER 
MOTORISTS. 
 By Senator(s) Parker, Blackwell, Jackson, Whaley, McLendon 
 
 S. R. No. 94: Rules 
 A RESOLUTION COMMENDING AND CONGRATULATING THE TUPELO HIGH 
SCHOOL LADY WAVE GIRLS BASKETBALL TEAM AND HEAD COACH MATT JUSTICE 
FOR THEIR SECOND CONSECUTIVE MHSAA CLASS 7A STATE CHAMPIONSHIP. 
 By Senator(s) McMahan, Bryan 

__________ 
 
 
 
 

SIXTY-THIRD DAY, MONDAY, MARCH 10, 2025 
 

The Senate met at 3:00 PM pursuant to adjournment, President Hosemann presiding. 
 
 The roll being called the following Senators answered to their names: 
 
 Present--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, 
Bryan, Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, 
Harkins, Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, 
McCaughn, McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Parks, Polk, Rhodes, 
Robinson, Seymour, Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, 
Thomas, Thompson, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger.  Total--50. 
 Absent--Turner-Ford.  Total--1. 
 Vacancies--1. 
 
 
 
 The Secretary announced a quorum present. 

__________ 
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 The invocation was delivered by Rev. Jimmie Edwards, Pastor, Rosemont 
Missionary Baptist Church, Jackson, MS. 

__________ 
 
 Senator Horhn led the Senate in the recitation of the oath of allegiance to the flag 
of the United States of America. 

__________ 
 
 On motion of Senator Blackwell, the reading of the journal of the previous day was 
dispensed with, and the same stood approved. 

__________ 
 

INTRODUCTION OF SENATE BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS: 
 The measures introduced were read under a suspension of the rules, referred to 
committees, and are listed after adjournment on this date. 

__________ 
 
 Senator Harkins called up the following entitled bill: 
 
 H. B. No. 961: Income tax; codify and extend repealers on tax credits for certain 
charges for using certain port and airport facilities. 
 
 YEAS AND NAYS On H. B. No. 961.  On motion of Senator Harkins, the rules were 
suspended, the bill considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and nays 
being taken, it passed, title standing as stated, by the following vote: 
 
 Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan, 
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins, 
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, 
McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Parks, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, 
Seymour, Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, 
Thompson, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger.  Total--50. 
 Nays--None. 
 Absent and those not voting--Turner-Ford.  Total--1. 
 Vacancies--1. 
 

__________ 
 
 Senator Harkins called up the following entitled bill: 
 
 H. B. No. 970: Sales tax; extend repealer on exemption of certain sales to 
Toughest Kids Foundation for Camp Kamassa in Copiah County. 
 
 YEAS AND NAYS On H. B. No. 970.  On motion of Senator Harkins, the rules were 
suspended, the bill considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and nays 
being taken, it passed, title standing as stated, by the following vote: 
 
 Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan, 
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins, 
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, 
McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Parks, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, 
Seymour, Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, 
Thompson, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger.  Total--50. 
 Nays--None. 
 Absent and those not voting--Turner-Ford.  Total--1. 
 Vacancies--1. 
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__________ 
 
 Senator Harkins called up the following entitled bill: 
 
 H. B. No. 972: Income tax; extend repealer on jobs tax credit for certain water 
transportation enterprises. 
 
 YEAS AND NAYS On H. B. No. 972.  On motion of Senator Harkins, the rules were 
suspended, the bill considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and nays 
being taken, it passed, title standing as stated, by the following vote: 
 
 Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan, 
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins, 
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, 
McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Parks, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, 
Seymour, Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, 
Thompson, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger.  Total--50. 
 Nays--None. 
 Absent and those not voting--Turner-Ford.  Total--1. 
 Vacancies--1. 
 

__________ 
 
 Senator Harkins called up the following entitled bill: 
 
 H. B. No. 1341: MS Health Care Industry Zone Act; extend repealer on act and 
related tax incentives. 
 
 Senator Harkins offered the following COMMITTEE AMENDMENT NO. 1. 
 
 Amend by striking all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 
 
 
 SECTION 1.  Section 57-117-11, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 57-117-11.  Sections 57-117-1 through 57-117-11 shall be repealed from and after 
July 1, * * * 2026. 
 
 SECTION 2.  Section 57-117-1, Mississippi Code of 1972, is brought forward as 
follows: 
 
 57-117-1.  This chapter shall be known and may be cited as the "Mississippi Health 
Care Industry Zone Act." 
 
 SECTION 3.  Section 57-117-3, Mississippi Code of 1972, is brought forward as 
follows: 
 
 57-117-3.  In this chapter: 
 
  (a)  "Health care industry facility" means: 
 
   (i)  A business engaged in the research and development of 
pharmaceuticals, biologics, biotechnology, diagnostic imaging, medical supplies, medical 
equipment or medicine and related manufacturing or processing, medical service 
providers, medical product distribution, or laboratory testing that creates a minimum of 
twenty-five (25) new full-time jobs and/or Ten Million Dollars ($10,000,000.00) of capital 
investment after July 1, 2012; or 
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   (ii)  A business that 1. is located on land owned by or leased 
from an academic health science center with a medical school accredited by the Liaison 
Committee on Medical Education and a hospital accredited by the Joint Committee on 
Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations and 2. creates a minimum of twenty-five (25) 
new jobs and/or Twenty Million Dollars ($20,000,000.00) of capital investment after July 
1, 2012. 
 
 The term "health care industry facility" does not include any medical cannabis 
establishment as defined in the Mississippi Medical Cannabis Act. 
 
  (b)  "MDA" means the Mississippi Development Authority. 
 
  (c)  "Health care industry zone" means a geographical area certified 
by the MDA as provided for in Section 57-117-5. 
 
  (d)  "Local government unit" means any county or incorporated city, 
town or village in the State of Mississippi. 
 
  (e)  "Person" means a natural person, partnership, limited liability 
company, association, corporation, business trust or other business entity. 
 
  (f)  "Qualified business" means a business or health care industry facility that 
meets the requirements of Section 57-117-7 and any other requirements of this chapter.  
The term "qualified business" does not include any medical cannabis establishment as 
defined in the Mississippi Medical Cannabis Act. 
 
 SECTION 4.  Section 57-117-5, Mississippi Code of 1972, is brought forward as 
follows: 
 
 57-117-5.  (1)  The MDA may certify an area as a health care industry zone if the 
following requirements are met: 
 
  (a)  The area is located within: 
 
   (i)  Three (3) contiguous counties which have certificates of 
need of more than three hundred seventy-five (375) acute care hospital beds; and/or 
 
   (ii)  A county which has a hospital with a minimum capital 
investment of Two Hundred Fifty Million Dollars ($250,000,000.00) and for which 
construction is completed before July 1, 2017;  
 
  (b)  The health care industry facility is located within an eight-mile 
radius of: 
 
   (i)  A facility with a certificate of need for hospital beds; and/or 
 
   (ii)  A university or college that is: 
 
    1.  Accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges 
and Schools and awards degrees and/or trains workers for jobs in health care or 
pharmaceutical fields of study and/or work, and 
 
    2.  Located along or near Mississippi Highway 67 within 
a master planned community as defined in Section 19-5-10; and 
 
  (c)  The zoning of the local government unit, if applicable, allows the 
construction or operation in the proposed health care industry zone of the health care 
industry facility. 
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 (2)  A health care industry facility that engages in an activity for which a 
certificate of need is required must comply with the provisions of Section 41-7-191 in order 
to be certified as a qualified business. 
 
 (3)  The MDA may adopt and promulgate such rules and regulations, in compliance 
with the Mississippi Administrative Procedures Law, as are necessary for the efficient and 
effective administration of this section in keeping with the purposes for which it is enacted. 
 
 SECTION 5.  Section 57-117-7, Mississippi Code of 1972, is brought forward as 
follows: 
 
 57-117-7.  (1)  Businesses and health care industry facilities shall apply to the MDA 
for certification as a qualified business.  If the health care industry facility or business is 
located in a health care industry zone and meets the requirements of this chapter, the 
MDA shall certify it as a qualified business. 
 
 (2)  A health care industry facility or business certified by the MDA as a qualified 
business within a health care industry zone that constructs or renovates a health care 
industry facility within a health care industry zone shall qualify for the following: 
 
  (a)  An accelerated state income tax depreciation deduction.  The 
accelerated depreciation deduction shall be computed by accelerating depreciation period 
required by Mississippi Administrative Code, to a ten-year depreciation period. 
 
  (b)  A sales tax exemption as authorized in Section 27-65-101(1)(pp). 
 
  (c)  A fee-in-lieu of taxes as authorized in Section 27-31-104. 
 
  (d)  An ad valorem tax exemption as authorized in Section 27-31-101. 
 
 SECTION 6.  Section 57-117-9, Mississippi Code of 1972, is brought forward as 
follows: 
 
 57-117-9.  If the qualified business has not created the requisite number of jobs 
required by this chapter, the health care industry zone certification may be revoked by 
MDA after five (5) years have elapsed from the effective date of certification.  A revocation 
under this section shall not act retroactively to remove any incentives granted by this 
chapter. 
 
 SECTION 7.  Section 27-31-101, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 * * * 
 
 27-31-101.  (1)  County boards of supervisors and municipal authorities are hereby 
authorized and empowered, in their discretion, to grant exemptions from ad valorem 
taxation, except state ad valorem taxation; however, such governing authorities shall not 
exempt ad valorem taxes for school district purposes on tangible property used in, or 
necessary to, the operation of the manufacturers and other new enterprises enumerated 
by classes in this section, except to the extent authorized in Sections 27-31-104 and 
27-31-105(2), nor shall they exempt from ad valorem taxes the products of the 
manufacturers or other new enterprises or automobiles and trucks belonging to the 
manufacturers or other new enterprises operating on and over the highways of the State 
of Mississippi.  The time of such exemption shall be for a period not to exceed a total of 
ten (10) years which shall begin on the date of completion of the new enterprise for which 
the exemption is granted; however, boards of supervisors and municipal authorities, in 
lieu of granting the exemption for one (1) period of ten (10) years, may grant the exemption 
in a period of less than ten (10) years.  When the initial exemption period granted is less 
than ten (10) years, the boards of supervisors and municipal authorities may grant a 
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subsequent consecutive period or periods to follow the initial period of exemption, 
provided that the total of all periods of exemption shall not exceed ten (10) years.  The 
date of completion of the new enterprise, from which the initial period of exemption shall 
begin, shall be the date on which operations of the new enterprise begin.  The initial 
request for an exemption must be made in writing by June 1 of the year immediately 
following the year in which the date of completion of a new enterprise occurs.  If the initial 
request for the exemption is not timely made, the board of supervisors or municipal 
authorities may grant a subsequent request for the exemption and, in such case, the 
exemption shall begin on the anniversary date of completion of the enterprise in the year 
in which the request is made and may be for a period of time extending not more than ten 
(10) years from the date of completion of the new enterprise.  Any subsequent request for 
the exemption must be made in writing by June 1 of the year in which it is granted. 
 
 (2)  Any board of supervisors or municipal authority which has granted an 
exemption for a period of less than ten (10) years may grant subsequent periods of 
exemption to run consecutively with the initial exemption period, or a subsequently 
granted exemption period, but in no case shall the total of the exemption periods granted 
for a new enterprise exceed ten (10) years.  Any consecutive period of exemption shall be 
granted by entry of an order by the board or the authority granting the consecutive 
exemption on its minutes, reflecting the granting of the consecutive exemption period and 
the dates upon which such consecutive exemption period begins and expires.  The entry 
of this order granting the consecutive period of exemption shall be made before the 
expiration of the exemption period immediately preceding the consecutive exemption 
period being granted. 
 
 (3)  (a)  The new enterprises for which any or all of the tangible property described 
in paragraph (b) of this subsection (3) may be exempt from ad valorem taxation, except 
state ad valorem taxation, ad valorem taxes for school district purposes, and ad valorem 
taxes on the products thereof or on automobiles and trucks belonging thereto and 
operating on and over the highways of the State of Mississippi, are enumerated as and 
limited to the following, as determined by the Department of Revenue: 
 
   (i)  Warehouse and/or distribution centers; 
 
   (ii)  Manufacturing, processors and refineries; 
 
   (iii)  Research facilities; 
 
   (iv)  Corporate regional and national headquarters meeting minimum 
criteria established by the Mississippi Development Authority; 
 
   (v)  Movie industry studios meeting minimum criteria established by 
the Mississippi Development Authority; 
 
   (vi)  Air transportation and maintenance facilities meeting minimum 
criteria established by the Mississippi Development Authority; 
 
   (vii)  Recreational facilities that impact tourism meeting minimum 
criteria established by the Mississippi Development Authority; 
 
   (viii)  Data/information processing enterprises meeting minimum 
criteria established by the Mississippi Development Authority; 
 
   (ix)  Technology intensive enterprises or facilities meeting criteria 
established by the Mississippi Development Authority; 
 
   (x)  Through June 30, 2026, health care industry facilities as defined 
in Section 57-117-3; 
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   (xi)  Data centers as defined in Section 57-113-21; 
 
   (xii)  Telecommunications enterprises meeting minimum criteria 
established by the Mississippi Development Authority.  The term "telecommunications 
enterprises" means entities engaged in the creation, display, management, storage, 
processing, transmission or distribution for compensation of images, text, voice, video or 
data by wire or by wireless means, or entities engaged in the construction, design, 
development, manufacture, maintenance or distribution for compensation of devices, 
products, software or structures used in the above activities.  Companies organized to do 
business as commercial broadcast radio stations, television stations or news 
organizations primarily serving in-state markets shall not be included within the definition 
of the term "telecommunications enterprises"; and 
 
   (xiii)  Controlled environment agriculture enterprises meeting 
minimum criteria established by the Mississippi Development Authority. 
 
 The new enterprises enumerated in this paragraph (a) do not include medical 
cannabis establishments as defined in the Mississippi Medical Cannabis Act. 
 
  (b)  An exemption from ad valorem taxes granted under this section may 
include any or all tangible property, real or personal, including any leasehold interests 
therein but excluding automobiles and trucks operating on and over the highways of the 
State of Mississippi, used in connection with, or necessary to, the operation of an 
enterprise enumerated in paragraph (a) of this subsection (3), whether or not such 
property is owned, leased, subleased, licensed or otherwise obtained by such enterprise, 
irrespective of the taxpayer to which any such leased property is assessed for ad valorem 
tax purposes.  If an exemption is granted pursuant to this section with respect to any 
leasehold interest under a lease, sublease or license of tangible property used in 
connection with, or necessary to, the operation of an enterprise enumerated in paragraph 
(a) of this subsection (3), the corresponding ownership interest of the owner, lessor and 
sublessor of such tangible property shall similarly and automatically be exempt without 
any action being required to be taken by such owner, lessor or sublessor. 
 
 (4)  Any exemption from ad valorem taxes granted under this section before March 
28, 2019, and consistent herewith, is hereby ratified, approved and confirmed. 
 
 * * * 
 
 SECTION 8.  Section 27-31-104, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 * * * 
 
 27-31-104.  (1)  (a)  County boards of supervisors and municipal authorities are 
each hereby authorized and empowered to enter into an agreement with an enterprise 
granting, and pursuant to such agreement grant a fee-in-lieu of ad valorem taxes, 
including ad valorem taxes levied for school purposes, for the following: 
 
   (i)  Projects totaling over Sixty Million Dollars ($60,000,000.00) by any 
new enterprises enumerated in Section 27-31-101; 
 
   (ii)  Projects by a private company (as such term is defined in Section 
57-61-5) having a minimum capital investment of Sixty Million Dollars ($60,000,000.00); 
 
   (iii)  Through June 30, 2026, projects by a qualified business (as such 
term is defined in Section 57-117-3) meeting minimum criteria established by the 
Mississippi Development Authority; 
 
   (iv)  Projects, in addition to those projects referenced in Section 
27-31-105, totaling over Sixty Million Dollars ($60,000,000.00) by an existing enterprise 
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that has been doing business in the county or municipality for twenty-four (24) months.  
For purposes of this subparagraph (iv), the term "existing enterprise" includes those 
enterprises enumerated in Section 27-31-101; or 
 
   (v)  A private company (as such term is defined in Section 57-61-5) 
or entity defined in Section 77-3-3(d)(i) having a minimum capital investment of One 
Hundred Million Dollars ($100,000,000.00) from any source or combination of sources, 
provided that a majority of the capital investment is from private sources, when such 
project is located within a geographic area for which a Presidential Disaster Declaration 
was issued on or after January 1, 2014.  
 
 County boards of supervisors and municipal authorities may not enter into an 
agreement with an enterprise that is a medical cannabis establishment, as defined in the 
Mississippi Medical Cannabis Act, granting, and pursuant to such agreement grant a 
fee-in-lieu of ad valorem taxes. 
 
  (b)  A fee-in-lieu of ad valorem taxes granted in accordance with this section 
may include any or all tangible property, real or personal, including any leasehold interests 
therein but excluding automobiles and trucks operating on and over the highways of the 
State of Mississippi, used in connection with, or necessary to, the operation of any 
enterprise, private company or business described in paragraph (a) of this subsection (1), 
as applicable, whether or not such property is owned, leased, subleased, licensed or 
otherwise obtained by such enterprise, private company or business, as applicable, 
irrespective of the taxpayer to which any such leased property is assessed for ad valorem 
tax purposes.  If a fee-in-lieu of ad valorem taxes is granted pursuant to this section with 
respect to any leasehold interest under a lease, sublease or license of tangible property 
used in connection with, or necessary to, the operation of an enterprise, private company 
or business described in paragraph (a) of this subsection (1), as applicable, the 
corresponding ownership interest of the owner, lessor and sublessor of such tangible 
property shall similarly and automatically be exempt and subject to the fee-in-lieu granted 
in accordance herewith without any action being required to be taken by such owner, 
lessor or sublessor. 
 
 (2)  A county board of supervisors may enter into a fee-in-lieu agreement on behalf 
of the county and any county school district, and a municipality may enter into such a 
fee-in-lieu agreement on behalf of the municipality and any municipal school district 
located in the municipality; however, if the project is located outside the limits of a 
municipality but within the boundaries of the municipal school district, then the county 
board of supervisors may enter into such a fee-in-lieu agreement on behalf of the school 
district granting a fee-in-lieu of ad valorem taxes for school district purposes. 
 
 (3)  Any grant of a fee-in-lieu of ad valorem taxes shall be evidenced by a written 
agreement negotiated by the enterprise and the county board of supervisors and/or 
municipal authority, as the case may be, and given final approval by the Mississippi 
Development Authority as satisfying the requirements of this section. 
 
 (4)  The minimum sum allowable as a fee-in-lieu shall not be less than one-third 
(1/3), or one-tenth (1/10) if the project is also a project eligible for an ad valorem tax 
exemption under Section 27-31-46 and a fee-in-lieu agreement is entered into before July 
1, 2026, of the ad valorem levy, including ad valorem taxes for school district purposes, 
and except as otherwise provided, the sum allowed shall be apportioned between the 
county or municipality, as appropriate, and the school districts in such amounts as may 
be determined by the county board of supervisors or municipal governing authority, as the 
case may be, however, except as otherwise provided in this section, from the sum allowed 
the apportionment to school districts shall not be less than the school districts' pro rata 
share based upon the proportion that the millage imposed for the school districts by the 
appropriate levying authority bears to the millage imposed by such levying authority for all 
other county or municipal purposes.  Any fee-in-lieu agreement entered into under this 
section shall become a binding obligation of the parties to the agreement, be effective 
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upon its execution by the parties and approval by the Mississippi Development Authority 
and, except as otherwise provided in Section 17-25-23 or Section 57-75-33, or any other 
provision of law, continue in effect for a period not to exceed thirty (30) years commencing 
on the date that the fee-in-lieu granted thereunder begins in accordance with the 
agreement; however, no particular parcel of land, real property improvement or item of 
personal property shall be subject to a fee-in-lieu for a duration of more than ten (10) 
years.  Any such agreement shall be binding, according to its terms, on future boards of 
supervisors of the county and/or governing authorities of a municipality, as the case may 
be, for the duration of the agreement. 
 
 (5)  The fee-in-lieu may be a stated fraction or percentage of the ad valorem taxes 
otherwise payable or a stated dollar amount.  If the fee is a fraction or percentage of the 
ad valorem tax levy, it shall be annually computed on all ad valorem taxes otherwise 
payable, including school taxes, as the same may vary from year to year based upon 
changes in the millage rate or assessed value and shall not be less than one-third (1/3) 
of that amount or one-tenth (1/10) of that amount if the project is also a project eligible for 
an ad valorem tax exemption under Section 27-31-46 and a fee-in-lieu agreement is 
entered into before July 1, 2026.  If the fee is a stated dollar amount, said amount shall 
be the higher of the sum provided for fixed payment or (a) one-third (1/3) of the total of all 
ad valorem taxes otherwise payable as annually determined during each year of the 
fee-in-lieu or (b) if the project is also a project eligible for an ad valorem tax exemption 
under Section 27-31-46 and a fee-in-lieu agreement is entered into before July 1, 2026, 
one-tenth (1/10) of the total of all ad valorem taxes otherwise payable as annually 
determined during each year of the fee-in-lieu. 
 
 (6)  Notwithstanding Section 27-31-111, the parties to a fee-in-lieu may agree on 
terms and conditions providing for the reduction, suspension, termination or reinstatement 
of a fee-in-lieu agreement or any fee-in-lieu period granted thereunder upon the cessation 
of operations by project for twelve (12) or more consecutive months or due to other 
conditions set forth in the agreement. 
 
 (7)  For a project as defined in Section 57-75-5(f)(xxi) and located in a county that 
is a member of a regional economic development alliance created under Section 57-64-1 
et seq., the members of the regional economic development alliance may divide the sum 
allowed as a fee-in-lieu in a manner as determined by the alliance agreement, and the 
boards of supervisors of the member counties may then apportion the sum allowed 
between school district purposes and all other county purposes. 
 
 (8)  For a project as defined in Section 57-75-5(f)(xxvi), the board of supervisors of 
the county in which the project is located may negotiate with the school district in which 
the project is located and apportion to the school district an amount of the fee-in-lieu that 
is agreed upon in the negotiations different than the amount provided for in subsection (3) 
of this section. 
 
 (9)  For a project as defined in Section 57-75-5(f)(xxviii), the annual amount of the 
fee-in-lieu apportioned to the county shall not be less than the amount necessary to pay 
the debt service on bonds issued by the county pursuant to Section 57-75-37(3)(c). 
 
 (10)  For any county and/or municipality that enters into a fee-in-lieu agreement for 
a project as defined in Section 57-75-5(f)(xxxiii), the minimum sum allowable as a 
fee-in-lieu for the project shall not be less than one-third (1/3); provided that such allowed 
sum of each annual fee-in-lieu payment may be first apportioned between the county or 
municipality, as appropriate, and the school districts in any such amounts as may be 
determined by the county board of supervisors or municipal governing authority, as the 
case may be, to either (a) first allocate and remit to the Mississippi Major Economic Impact 
Authority or the Mississippi Development Authority, as applicable, such portion of each 
annual fee-in-lieu payment to repay to the Mississippi Major Economic Impact Authority 
or the Mississippi Development Authority, as applicable, funds advanced thereby to such 
county and/or municipality or to other public agency, as defined in Section 
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57-75-37(7)(a)(ii), to fund public improvements and related costs for the project pursuant 
to an agreement entered into in accordance with Section 57-75-37(7)(c)(iii); or (b) first 
allocate and remit to the enterprise owning and/or operating the project such portion of 
each annual fee-in-lieu payment payable thereto pursuant to an agreement entered into 
in accordance with Section 57-75-37(7)(d)(iv).  The balance of any annual fee-in-lieu 
amount remaining after such initial allocation and remittance to the Mississippi Major 
Economic Impact Authority, Mississippi Development Authority or enterprise owning 
and/or operating the project, as applicable, shall then be apportioned in accordance with 
subsection (4) of this section or as otherwise authorized by state law. 
 
 (11)  Any fee-in-lieu of ad valorem taxes granted under this section before March 
28, 2019, and consistent herewith, is hereby ratified, approved and confirmed. 
 
 * * * 
 
 SECTION 9.  Section 27-65-101, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 27-65-101.  (1)  The exemptions from the provisions of this chapter which are of an 
industrial nature or which are more properly classified as industrial exemptions than any 
other exemption classification of this chapter shall be confined to those persons or 
property exempted by this section or by the provisions of the Constitution of the United 
States or the State of Mississippi.  No industrial exemption as now provided by any other 
section except Section 57-3-33 shall be valid as against the tax herein levied.  Any 
subsequent industrial exemption from the tax levied hereunder shall be provided by 
amendment to this section.  No exemption provided in this section shall apply to taxes 
levied by Section 27-65-15 or 27-65-21. 
 
 The tax levied by this chapter shall not apply to the following: 
 
  (a)  Sales of boxes, crates, cartons, cans, bottles and other packaging 
materials to manufacturers and wholesalers for use as containers or shipping materials to 
accompany goods sold by said manufacturers or wholesalers where possession thereof 
will pass to the customer at the time of sale of the goods contained therein and sales to 
anyone of containers or shipping materials for use in ships engaged in international 
commerce. 
 
  (b)  Sales of raw materials, catalysts, processing chemicals, welding gases 
or other industrial processing gases (except natural gas) to a manufacturer for use directly 
in manufacturing or processing a product for sale or rental or repairing or reconditioning 
vessels or barges of fifty (50) tons load displacement and over.  For the purposes of this 
exemption, electricity used directly in the electrolysis process in the production of sodium 
chlorate shall be considered a raw material.  This exemption shall not apply to any 
property used as fuel except to the extent that such fuel comprises by-products which 
have no market value. 
 
  (c)  The gross proceeds of sales of dry docks, offshore drilling equipment for 
use in oil or natural gas exploration or production, vessels or barges of fifty (50) tons load 
displacement and over, when the vessels or barges are sold by the manufacturer or 
builder thereof.  In addition to other types of equipment, offshore drilling equipment for 
use in oil or natural gas exploration or production shall include aircraft used predominately 
to transport passengers or property to or from offshore oil or natural gas exploration or 
production platforms or vessels, and engines, accessories and spare parts for such 
aircraft. 
 
  (d)  Sales to commercial fishermen of commercial fishing boats of over five 
(5) tons load displacement and not more than fifty (50) tons load displacement as 
registered with the United States Coast Guard and licensed by the Mississippi 
Commission on Marine Resources. 
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  (e)  The gross income from repairs to vessels and barges engaged in foreign 
trade or interstate transportation. 
 
  (f)  Sales of petroleum products to vessels or barges for consumption in 
marine international commerce or interstate transportation businesses. 
 
  (g)  Sales and rentals of rail rolling stock (and component parts thereof) for 
ultimate use in interstate commerce and gross income from services with respect to 
manufacturing, repairing, cleaning, altering, reconditioning or improving such rail rolling 
stock (and component parts thereof). 
 
  (h)  Sales of raw materials, catalysts, processing chemicals, welding gases 
or other industrial processing gases (except natural gas) used or consumed directly in 
manufacturing, repairing, cleaning, altering, reconditioning or improving such rail rolling 
stock (and component parts thereof).  This exemption shall not apply to any property used 
as fuel. 
 
  (i)  Sales of machinery or tools or repair parts therefor or replacements 
thereof, fuel or supplies used directly in manufacturing, converting or repairing ships, 
vessels or barges of three thousand (3,000) tons load displacement and over, but not to 
include office and plant supplies or other equipment not directly used on the ship, vessel 
or barge being built, converted or repaired.  For purposes of this exemption, "ships, 
vessels or barges" shall not include floating structures described in Section 27-65-18. 
 
  (j)  Sales of tangible personal property to persons operating ships in 
international commerce for use or consumption on board such ships.  This exemption 
shall be limited to cases in which procedures satisfactory to the commissioner, ensuring 
against use in this state other than on such ships, are established. 
 
  (k)  Sales of materials used in the construction of a building, or any addition 
or improvement thereon, and sales of any machinery and equipment not later than three 
(3) months after the completion of construction of the building, or any addition thereon, to 
be used therein, to qualified businesses, as defined in Section 57-51-5, which are located 
in a county or portion thereof designated as an enterprise zone pursuant to Sections 
57-51-1 through 57-51-15. 
 
  (l)  Sales of materials used in the construction of a building, or any addition 
or improvement thereon, and sales of any machinery and equipment not later than three 
(3) months after the completion of construction of the building, or any addition thereon, to 
be used therein, to qualified businesses, as defined in Section 57-54-5. 
 
  (m)  Income from storage and handling of perishable goods by a public 
storage warehouse. 
 
  (n)  The value of natural gas lawfully injected into the earth for cycling, 
repressuring or lifting of oil, or lawfully vented or flared in connection with the production 
of oil; however, if any gas so injected into the earth is sold for such purposes, then the gas 
so sold shall not be exempt. 
 
  (o)  The gross collections from self-service commercial laundering, drying, 
cleaning and pressing equipment. 
 
  (p)  Sales of materials used in the construction of a building, or any addition 
or improvement thereon, and sales of any machinery and equipment not later than three 
(3) months after the completion of construction of the building, or any addition thereon, to 
be used therein, to qualified companies, certified as such by the Mississippi Development 
Authority under Section 57-53-1. 
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  (q)  Sales of component materials used in the construction of a building, or 
any addition or improvement thereon, sales of machinery and equipment to be used 
therein, and sales of manufacturing or processing machinery and equipment which is 
permanently attached to the ground or to a permanent foundation and which is not by its 
nature intended to be housed within a building structure, not later than three (3) months 
after the initial start-up date, to permanent business enterprises engaging in 
manufacturing or processing in Tier Three areas (as such term is defined in Section 
57-73-21), which businesses are certified by the Department of Revenue as being eligible 
for the exemption granted in this paragraph (q).  The exemption provided in this paragraph 
(q) shall not apply to sales to any business enterprise that is a medical cannabis 
establishment as defined in the Mississippi Medical Cannabis Act. 
 
  (r)  (i)  Sales of component materials used in the construction of a building, 
or any addition or improvement thereon, and sales of any machinery and equipment not 
later than three (3) months after the completion of the building, addition or improvement 
thereon, to be used therein, for any company establishing or transferring its national or 
regional headquarters from within or outside the State of Mississippi and creating a 
minimum of twenty (20) jobs at the new headquarters in this state.  The exemption 
provided in this subparagraph (i) shall not apply to sales for any company that is a medical 
cannabis establishment as defined in the Mississippi Medical Cannabis Act.  The 
Department of Revenue shall establish criteria and prescribe procedures to determine if 
a company qualifies as a national or regional headquarters for the purpose of receiving 
the exemption provided in this subparagraph (i). 
 
   (ii)  Sales of component materials used in the construction of a 
building, or any addition or improvement thereon, and sales of any machinery and 
equipment not later than three (3) months after the completion of the building, addition or 
improvement thereon, to be used therein, for any company expanding or making additions 
after January 1, 2013, to its national or regional headquarters within the State of 
Mississippi and creating a minimum of twenty (20) new jobs at the headquarters as a 
result of the expansion or additions.  The exemption provided in this subparagraph (ii) 
shall not apply to sales for any company that is a medical cannabis establishment as 
defined in the Mississippi Medical Cannabis Act.  The Department of Revenue shall 
establish criteria and prescribe procedures to determine if a company qualifies as a 
national or regional headquarters for the purpose of receiving the exemption provided in 
this subparagraph (ii). 
 
  (s)  The gross proceeds from the sale of semitrailers, trailers, boats, travel 
trailers, motorcycles, all-terrain cycles and rotary-wing aircraft if exported from this state 
within forty-eight (48) hours and registered and first used in another state. 
 
  (t)  Gross income from the storage and handling of natural gas in 
underground salt domes and in other underground reservoirs, caverns, structures and 
formations suitable for such storage. 
 
  (u)  Sales of machinery and equipment to nonprofit organizations if the 
organization: 
 
   (i)  Is tax exempt pursuant to Section 501(c)(4) of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986, as amended; 
 
   (ii)  Assists in the implementation of the contingency plan or area 
contingency plan, and which is created in response to the requirements of Title IV, Subtitle 
B of the Oil Pollution Act of 1990, Public Law 101-380; and 
 
   (iii)  Engages primarily in programs to contain, clean up and otherwise 
mitigate spills of oil or other substances occurring in the United States coastal and tidal 
waters. 
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 For purposes of this exemption, "machinery and equipment" means any 
ocean-going vessels, barges, booms, skimmers and other capital equipment used 
primarily in the operations of nonprofit organizations referred to herein. 
 
  (v)  Sales or leases of materials and equipment to approved business 
enterprises as provided under the Growth and Prosperity Act. 
 
  (w)  From and after July 1, 2001, sales of pollution control equipment to 
manufacturers or custom processors for industrial use.  For the purposes of this 
exemption, "pollution control equipment" means equipment, devices, machinery or 
systems used or acquired to prevent, control, monitor or reduce air, water or groundwater 
pollution, or solid or hazardous waste as required by federal or state law or regulation. 
 
  (x)  Sales or leases to a manufacturer of motor vehicles or powertrain 
components operating a project that has been certified by the Mississippi Major Economic 
Impact Authority as a project as defined in Section 57-75-5(f)(iv)1, Section 57-75-5(f)(xxi) 
or Section 57-75-5(f)(xxii) of machinery and equipment; special tooling such as dies, 
molds, jigs and similar items treated as special tooling for federal income tax purposes; 
or repair parts therefor or replacements thereof; repair services thereon; fuel, supplies, 
electricity, coal and natural gas used directly in the manufacture of motor vehicles or motor 
vehicle parts or used to provide climate control for manufacturing areas. 
 
  (y)  Sales or leases of component materials, machinery and equipment used 
in the construction of a building, or any addition or improvement thereon to an enterprise 
operating a project that has been certified by the Mississippi Major Economic Impact 
Authority as a project as defined in Section 57-75-5(f)(iv)1, Section 57-75-5(f)(xxi), Section 
57-75-5(f)(xxii) or Section 57-75-5(f)(xxviii) and any other sales or leases required to 
establish or operate such project. 
 
  (z)  Sales of component materials and equipment to a business enterprise 
as provided under Section 57-64-33. 
 
  (aa)  The gross income from the stripping and painting of commercial aircraft 
engaged in foreign or interstate transportation business. 
 
  (bb)  [Repealed] 
 
  (cc)  Sales or leases to an enterprise owning or operating a project that has 
been designated by the Mississippi Major Economic Impact Authority as a project as 
defined in Section 57-75-5(f)(xviii) of machinery and equipment; special tooling such as 
dies, molds, jigs and similar items treated as special tooling for federal income tax 
purposes; or repair parts therefor or replacements thereof; repair services thereon; fuel, 
supplies, electricity, coal and natural gas used directly in the manufacturing/production 
operations of the project or used to provide climate control for manufacturing/production 
areas. 
 
  (dd)  Sales or leases of component materials, machinery and equipment 
used in the construction of a building, or any addition or improvement thereon to an 
enterprise owning or operating a project that has been designated by the Mississippi Major 
Economic Impact Authority as a project as defined in Section 57-75-5(f)(xviii) and any 
other sales or leases required to establish or operate such project. 
 
  (ee)  Sales of parts used in the repair and servicing of aircraft not registered 
in Mississippi engaged exclusively in the business of foreign or interstate transportation 
to businesses engaged in aircraft repair and maintenance. 
 
  (ff)  Sales of component materials used in the construction of a facility, or 
any addition or improvement thereon, and sales or leases of machinery and equipment 
not later than three (3) months after the completion of construction of the facility, or any 
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addition or improvement thereto, to be used in the building or any addition or improvement 
thereto, to a permanent business enterprise operating a data/information enterprise in Tier 
Three areas (as such areas are designated in accordance with Section 57-73-21), 
meeting minimum criteria established by the Mississippi Development Authority.  The 
exemption provided in this paragraph (ff) shall not apply to sales to any business 
enterprise that is a medical cannabis establishment as defined in the Mississippi Medical 
Cannabis Act. 
 
  (gg)  Sales of component materials used in the construction of a facility, or 
any addition or improvement thereto, and sales of machinery and equipment not later than 
three (3) months after the completion of construction of the facility, or any addition or 
improvement thereto, to be used in the facility or any addition or improvement thereto, to 
technology intensive enterprises for industrial purposes in Tier Three areas (as such areas 
are designated in accordance with Section 57-73-21), as certified by the Department of 
Revenue.  For purposes of this paragraph, an enterprise must meet the criteria provided 
for in Section 27-65-17(1)(f) in order to be considered a technology intensive enterprise. 
 
  (hh)  Sales of component materials used in the replacement, reconstruction 
or repair of a building or facility that has been destroyed or sustained extensive damage 
as a result of a disaster declared by the Governor, sales of machinery and equipment to 
be used therein to replace machinery or equipment damaged or destroyed as a result of 
such disaster, including, but not limited to, manufacturing or processing machinery and 
equipment which is permanently attached to the ground or to a permanent foundation and 
which is not by its nature intended to be housed within a building structure, to enterprises 
or companies that were eligible for the exemptions authorized in paragraph (q), (r), (ff) or 
(gg) of this subsection during initial construction of the building that was destroyed or 
damaged, which enterprises or companies are certified by the Department of Revenue as 
being eligible for the exemption granted in this paragraph. 
 
  (ii)  Sales of software or software services transmitted by the Internet to a 
destination outside the State of Mississippi where the first use of such software or software 
services by the purchaser occurs outside the State of Mississippi. 
 
  (jj)  Gross income of public storage warehouses derived from the temporary 
storage of raw materials that are to be used in an eligible facility as defined in Section 
27-7-22.35. 
 
  (kk)  Sales of component building materials and equipment for initial 
construction of facilities or expansion of facilities as authorized under Sections 57-113-1 
through 57-113-7 and Sections 57-113-21 through 57-113-27. 
 
  (ll)  Sales and leases of machinery and equipment acquired in the initial 
construction to establish facilities as authorized in Sections 57-113-1 through 57-113-7. 
 
  (mm)  Sales and leases of replacement hardware, software or other 
necessary technology to operate a data center as authorized under Sections 57-113-21 
through 57-113-27. 
 
  (nn)  Sales of component materials used in the construction of a building, or 
any addition or improvement thereon, and sales or leases of machinery and equipment 
not later than three (3) months after the completion of the construction of the facility, to be 
used in the facility, to permanent business enterprises operating a facility producing 
renewable crude oil from biomass harvested or produced, in whole or in part, in 
Mississippi, which businesses meet minimum criteria established by the Mississippi 
Development Authority.  As used in this paragraph, the term "biomass" shall have the 
meaning ascribed to such term in Section 57-113-1. 
 
  (oo)  Sales of supplies, equipment and other personal property to an 
organization that is exempt from taxation under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue 
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Code and is the host organization coordinating a professional golf tournament played or 
to be played in this state and the supplies, equipment or other personal property will be 
used for purposes related to the golf tournament and related activities. 
 
  (pp)  Sales of materials used in the construction of a health care industry 
facility, as defined in Section 57-117-3, or any addition or improvement thereon, and sales 
of any machinery and equipment not later than three (3) months after the completion of 
construction of the facility, or any addition thereon, to be used therein, to qualified 
businesses, as defined in Section 57-117-3.  This paragraph shall be repealed from and 
after July 1, * * * 2026. 
 
  (qq)  Sales or leases to a manufacturer of automotive parts operating a 
project that has been certified by the Mississippi Major Economic Impact Authority as a 
project as defined in Section 57-75-5(f)(xxviii) of machinery and equipment; or repair parts 
therefor or replacements thereof; repair services thereon; fuel, supplies, electricity, coal, 
nitrogen and natural gas used directly in the manufacture of automotive parts or used to 
provide climate control for manufacturing areas. 
 
  (rr)  Gross collections derived from guided tours on any navigable waters of 
this state, which include providing accommodations, guide services and/or related 
equipment operated by or under the direction of the person providing the tour, for the 
purposes of outdoor tourism.  The exemption provided in this paragraph (rr) does not 
apply to the sale of tangible personal property by a person providing such tours. 
 
  (ss)  Retail sales of truck-tractors and semitrailers used in interstate 
commerce and registered under the International Registration Plan (IRP) or any similar 
reciprocity agreement or compact relating to the proportional registration of commercial 
vehicles entered into as provided for in Section 27-19-143. 
 
  (tt)  Sales exempt under the Facilitating Business Rapid Response to State 
Declared Disasters Act of 2015 (Sections 27-113-1 through 27-113-9). 
 
  (uu)  Sales or leases to an enterprise and its affiliates operating a project 
that has been certified by the Mississippi Major Economic Impact Authority as a project 
as defined in Section 57-75-5(f)(xxix) of: 
 
   (i)  All personal property and fixtures, including without limitation, 
sales or leases to the enterprise and its affiliates of: 
 
    1.  Manufacturing machinery and equipment; 
 
    2.  Special tooling such as dies, molds, jigs and similar items 
treated as special tooling for federal income tax purposes; 
 
    3.  Component building materials, machinery and equipment 
used in the construction of buildings, and any other additions or improvements to the 
project site for the project; 
 
    4.  Nonmanufacturing furniture, fixtures and equipment 
(inclusive of all communications, computer, server, software and other hardware 
equipment); and 
 
    5.  Fuel, supplies (other than nonmanufacturing consumable 
supplies and water), electricity, nitrogen gas and natural gas used directly in the 
manufacturing/production operations of such project or used to provide climate control for 
manufacturing/production areas of such project; 
 
   (ii)  All replacements of, repair parts for or services to repair items 
described in subparagraph (i)1, 2 and 3 of this paragraph; and 
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   (iii)  All services taxable pursuant to Section 27-65-23 required to 
establish, support, operate, repair and/or maintain such project. 
 
  (vv)  Sales or leases to an enterprise operating a project that has been 
certified by the Mississippi Major Economic Impact Authority as a project as defined in 
Section 57-75-5(f)(xxx) of: 
 
   (i)  Purchases required to establish and operate the project, including, 
but not limited to, sales of component building materials, machinery and equipment 
required to establish the project facility and any additions or improvements thereon; and 
 
   (ii)  Machinery, special tools (such as dies, molds, and jigs) or repair 
parts thereof, or replacements and lease thereof, repair services thereon, fuel, supplies 
and electricity, coal and natural gas used in the manufacturing process and purchased by 
the enterprise owning or operating the project for the benefit of the project. 
 
  (ww)  Sales of component materials used in the construction of a building, 
or any expansion or improvement thereon, sales of machinery and/or equipment to be 
used therein, and sales of processing machinery and equipment which is permanently 
attached to the ground or to a permanent foundation which is not by its nature intended 
to be housed in a building structure, no later than three (3) months after initial startup, 
expansion or improvement of a permanent enterprise solely engaged in the conversion of 
natural sand into proppants used in oil and gas exploration and development with at least 
ninety-five percent (95%) of such proppants used in the production of oil and/or gas from 
horizontally drilled wells and/or horizontally drilled recompletion wells as defined in 
Sections 27-25-501 and 27-25-701. 
 
  (xx)  (i)  Sales or leases to an enterprise operating a project that has been 
certified by the Mississippi Major Economic Impact Authority as a project as defined in 
Section 57-75-5(f)(xxxi), for a period ending no later than one (1) year following 
completion of the construction of the facility or facilities comprising such project of all 
personal property and fixtures, including without limitation, sales or leases to the 
enterprise and its affiliates of: 
 
    1.  Manufacturing machinery and equipment; 
 
    2.  Special tooling such as dies, molds, jigs and similar items 
treated as special tooling for federal income tax purposes; 
 
    3.  Component building materials, machinery and equipment 
used in the construction of buildings, and any other additions or improvements to the 
project site for the project; 
 
    4.  Nonmanufacturing furniture, fixtures and equipment 
(inclusive of all communications, computer, server, software and other hardware 
equipment); 
 
    5.  Replacements of, repair parts for or services to repair items 
described in this subparagraph (i)1, 2 and 3; and 
 
    6.  All services taxable pursuant to Section 27-65-23 required 
to establish, support, operate, repair and/or maintain such project; and 
 
   (ii)  Sales or leases to an enterprise operating a project that has been 
certified by the Mississippi Major Economic Impact Authority as a project as defined in 
Section 57-75-5(f)(xxxi) of electricity, current, power, steam, coal, natural gas, liquefied 
petroleum gas or other fuel, biomass, nitrogen or other atmospheric or other industrial 
gases used directly by the enterprise in the manufacturing/production operations of its 
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project or used to provide climate control for manufacturing/production areas (which 
manufacturing/production areas shall be apportioned based on square footage).  As used 
in this paragraph, the term "biomass" shall have the meaning ascribed to such term in 
Section 57-113-1. 
 
  (yy)  The gross proceeds from the sale of any item of tangible personal 
property by the manufacturer or custom processor thereof if such item is shipped, 
transported or exported from this state and first used in another state, whether such 
shipment, transportation or exportation is made by the seller, purchaser, or any third party 
acting on behalf of such party.  For the purposes of this paragraph (yy), any instruction to, 
training of or inspection by the purchaser with respect to the item prior to shipment, 
transportation or exportation of the item shall not constitute a first use of such item within 
this state. 
 
  (zz)  (i)  Sales or leases to an enterprise operating a project that has been 
certified by the Mississippi Major Economic Impact Authority as a project as defined in 
Section 57-75-5(f)(xxxii), for a period ending no later than one (1) year following 
completion of the construction of the facility or facilities comprising such project of all 
personal property and fixtures, including, without limitation, sales or leases to the 
enterprise and its affiliates of: 
 
    1.  Manufacturing machinery and equipment; 
 
    2.  Special tooling such as dies, molds, jigs and similar items 
treated as special tooling for federal income tax purposes; 
 
    3.  Component building materials, machinery and equipment 
used in the construction of buildings, and any other additions or improvements to the 
project site for the project; 
 
    4.  Nonmanufacturing furniture, fixtures and 
 
equipment (inclusive of all communications, computer, server, software and other 
hardware equipment); 
 
    5.  Replacements of, repair parts for or services to repair items 
described in this subparagraph (i)1, 2 and 3; and 
 
    6.  All services taxable pursuant to Section 27-65-23 required 
to establish, support, operate, repair and/or maintain such project; and 
 
   (ii)  Sales or leases to an enterprise operating a project that has been 
certified by the Mississippi Major Economic Impact Authority as a project as defined in 
Section 57-75-5(f)(xxxii) of electricity, current, power, steam, coal, natural gas, liquefied 
petroleum gas or other fuel, biomass, nitrogen or other atmospheric or other industrial 
gases used directly by the enterprise in the manufacturing/production operations of its 
project or used to provide climate control for manufacturing/production areas (which 
manufacturing/production areas shall be apportioned based on square footage).  As used 
in this paragraph, the term "biomass" shall have the meaning ascribed to such term in 
Section 57-113-1. 
 
  (aaa)  Sales or leases to an enterprise and/or any affiliates thereof operating 
a project that has been certified by the Mississippi Major Economic Impact Authority as a 
project as defined in Section 57-75-5(f)(xxxiii) of: 
 
   (i)  Component building materials, fixtures, machinery and equipment 
used in the construction of a data processing facility or other buildings comprising all or 
part of a project, for a period ending no later than one (1) year following completion of the 
construction of the data processing facility or such other building; and 
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   (ii)  All equipment and other personal property needed to establish 
and operate the project and any expansions thereof or additions thereto, including, but 
not limited to: 
 
    1.  Communications, computer, server, software, connectivity 
materials and equipment, emergency power generation equipment, other hardware 
equipment and any other technology; 
 
    2.  All replacements of, and repair parts for, such equipment or 
other personal property; and 
 
    3.  All services taxable pursuant to Section 27-65-23 required 
to install, support, operate, repair and/or maintain the foregoing equipment and other 
personal property described in this subparagraph (ii). 
 
  (bbb)  Sales, leases or other retail transfers of fixed-wing aircraft to, or to be 
used by, certified common carriers in the transport of persons or property in interstate, 
intrastate or foreign commerce, and engines, accessories and spare parts for such 
fixed-wing aircraft. 
 
 (2)  Sales of component materials used in the construction of a building, or any 
addition or improvement thereon, sales of machinery and equipment to be used therein, 
and sales of manufacturing or processing machinery and equipment which is permanently 
attached to the ground or to a permanent foundation and which is not by its nature 
intended to be housed within a building structure, not later than three (3) months after the 
initial start-up date, to permanent business enterprises engaging in manufacturing or 
processing in Tier Two areas and Tier One areas (as such areas are designated in 
accordance with Section 57-73-21), which businesses are certified by the Department of 
Revenue as being eligible for the exemption granted in this subsection, shall be exempt 
from one-half (1/2) of the taxes imposed on such transactions under this chapter.  The 
exemption provided in this subsection (2) shall not apply to sales to any business 
enterprise that is a medical cannabis establishment as defined in the Mississippi Medical 
Cannabis Act. 
 
 (3)  Sales of component materials used in the construction of a facility, or any 
addition or improvement thereon, and sales or leases of machinery and equipment not 
later than three (3) months after the completion of construction of the facility, or any 
addition or improvement thereto, to be used in the building or any addition or improvement 
thereto, to a permanent business enterprise operating a data/information enterprise in Tier 
Two areas and Tier One areas (as such areas are designated in accordance with Section 
57-73-21), which businesses meet minimum criteria established by the Mississippi 
Development Authority, shall be exempt from one-half (1/2) of the taxes imposed on such 
transaction under this chapter.  The exemption provided in this subsection (3) shall not 
apply to sales to any business enterprise that is a medical cannabis establishment as 
defined in the Mississippi Medical Cannabis Act. 
 
 (4)  Sales of component materials used in the construction of a facility, or any 
addition or improvement thereto, and sales of machinery and equipment not later than 
three (3) months after the completion of construction of the facility, or any addition or 
improvement thereto, to be used in the building or any addition or improvement thereto, 
to technology intensive enterprises for industrial purposes in Tier Two areas and Tier One 
areas (as such areas are designated in accordance with Section 57-73-21), which 
businesses are certified by the Department of Revenue as being eligible for the exemption 
granted in this subsection, shall be exempt from one-half (1/2) of the taxes imposed on 
such transactions under this chapter.  For purposes of this subsection, an enterprise must 
meet the criteria provided for in Section 27-65-17(1)(f) in order to be considered a 
technology intensive enterprise. 
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 (5)  (a)  For purposes of this subsection: 
 
   (i)  "Telecommunications enterprises" shall have the meaning 
ascribed to such term in Section 57-73-21; 
 
   (ii)  "Tier One areas" mean counties designated as Tier One areas 
pursuant to Section 57-73-21; 
 
   (iii)  "Tier Two areas" mean counties designated as Tier Two areas 
pursuant to Section 57-73-21; 
 
   (iv)  "Tier Three areas" mean counties designated as Tier Three areas 
pursuant to Section 57-73-21; and 
 
   (v)  "Equipment used in the deployment of broadband technologies" 
means any equipment capable of being used for or in connection with the transmission of 
information at a rate, prior to taking into account the effects of any signal degradation, that 
is not less than three hundred eighty-four (384) kilobits per second in at least one (1) 
direction, including, but not limited to, asynchronous transfer mode switches, digital 
subscriber line access multiplexers, routers, servers, multiplexers, fiber optics and related 
equipment. 
 
  (b)  Sales of equipment to telecommunications enterprises after June 30, 
2003, and before July 1, 2025, that is installed in Tier One areas and used in the 
deployment of broadband technologies shall be exempt from one-half (1/2) of the taxes 
imposed on such transactions under this chapter. 
 
  (c)  Sales of equipment to telecommunications enterprises after June 30, 
2003, and before July 1, 2025, that is installed in Tier Two and Tier Three areas and used 
in the deployment of broadband technologies shall be exempt from the taxes imposed on 
such transactions under this chapter. 
 
 (6)  Sales of component materials used in the replacement, reconstruction or repair 
of a building that has been destroyed or sustained extensive damage as a result of a 
disaster declared by the Governor, sales of machinery and equipment to be used therein 
to replace machinery or equipment damaged or destroyed as a result of such disaster, 
including, but not limited to, manufacturing or processing machinery and equipment which 
is permanently attached to the ground or to a permanent foundation and which is not by 
its nature intended to be housed within a building structure, to enterprises that were 
eligible for the partial exemptions provided for in subsections (2), (3) and (4) of this section 
during initial construction of the building that was destroyed or damaged, which 
enterprises are certified by the Department of Revenue as being eligible for the partial 
exemption granted in this subsection, shall be exempt from one-half (1/2) of the taxes 
imposed on such transactions under this chapter.  
 
 SECTION 10.  This act shall take effect and be in force from and after June 30, 
2025. 
 
 Further, amend by striking the title in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 
 
 
 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 57-117-11, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO 
EXTEND THE DATE OF THE REPEALER ON THE MISSISSIPPI HEALTH CARE 
INDUSTRY ZONE ACT; TO BRING FORWARD SECTIONS 57-117-1 THROUGH 
57-117-9, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, WHICH CONSTITUTE THE MISSISSIPPI 
HEALTH CARE INDUSTRY ZONE ACT, FOR THE PURPOSE OF POSSIBLE 
AMENDMENT; TO AMEND SECTION 27-31-101, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO 
EXTEND THE DATE BY WHICH COUNTY BOARDS OF SUPERVISORS AND 
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MUNICIPAL GOVERNING AUTHORITIES MAY GRANT AN AD VALOREM TAX 
EXEMPTION TO HEALTH CARE INDUSTRY FACILITIES; TO REMOVE THE 
REVERTER ON THE STATUTE; TO AMEND SECTION 27-31-104, MISSISSIPPI CODE 
OF 1972, TO EXTEND THE DATE BY WHICH COUNTY BOARDS OF SUPERVISORS 
AND MUNICIPAL GOVERNING AUTHORITIES MAY GRANT A FEE-IN-LIEU OF AD 
VALOREM TAXES TO QUALIFIED BUSINESSES UNDER THE MISSISSIPPI HEALTH 
CARE INDUSTRY ZONE ACT WHICH MEET MINIMUM CRITERIA ESTABLISHED BY 
THE MISSISSIPPI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY; TO REMOVE THE REVERTER ON 
THE STATUTE; TO AMEND SECTION 27-65-101, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO 
EXTEND THE DATE OF THE REPEALER ON THE PROVISION OF LAW EXEMPTING 
FROM SALES TAXATION SALES OF MATERIALS USED IN THE CONSTRUCTION OF, 
OR ADDITION OR IMPROVEMENTS TO, A HEALTH CARE INDUSTRY FACILITY AND 
CERTAIN SALES OF MACHINERY AND EQUIPMENT TO BE USED IN THE FACILITY; 
AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 
 
 Committee Amendment No. 1 to H. B. No. 1341 was adopted. 
 
 YEAS AND NAYS On H. B. No. 1341.  On motion of Senator Harkins, the rules 
were suspended, the bill considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and 
nays being taken, it passed as amended, title standing as stated, by the following vote: 
 
 Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan, Butler, 
Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins, 
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, 
McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Parks, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, 
Seymour, Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, 
Thompson, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger.  Total--49. 
 Nays--Blount.  Total--1. 
 Absent and those not voting--Turner-Ford.  Total--1. 
 Vacancies--1. 
 

__________ 
 
 President Hosemann yielded the gavel to President Pro Tempore Kirby, who 
presided over the Senate. 

__________ 
 
 Senator Wiggins called up the motion to reconsider the vote whereby 
H. B. No. 1366 passed the Senate as amended and moved that the motion to reconsider 
be tabled: 
 H. B. No. 1366:  Judicial office allowance and court fees; revise. 
 
 The foregoing motion prevailed. 

__________ 
 
 Senator Sparks called up the following House Amendment to S. B. No. 2289 and 
moved that the Senate decline to concur in the Amendment, and invite conference, and 
the motion prevailed. 
 
 AMENDMENT NO. 1: 
 
 AMEND on line 53 by deleting "shall" and reinserting "may". 
 
 AMEND further on line 53 by deleting "permission" and reinserting "guidance". 
 

__________ 
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 Senator Sparks called up the following House Amendment to S. B. No. 2290 and 
moved that the Senate do concur in the Amendment: 
 
 AMENDMENT NO. 1: 
 
 AMEND on line 32 by striking "and". 
 
 AMEND further on line 34 by removing the period and inserting in lieu thereof "; 
and". 
 
 AMEND further by inserting the following language after line 34:  "(g)  The 
Executive Director of the Mississippi Department of Human Services, or his or her 
designee." 
 
 
 YEAS AND NAYS.  The yeas and nays being taken, the Senate concurred in the 
foregoing House Amendment to S. B. No. 2290 by the following vote: 
 
 Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan, 
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins, 
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, 
McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Parks, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, 
Seymour, Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, 
Thompson, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger.  Total--50. 
 Nays--None. 
 Absent and those not voting--Turner-Ford.  Total--1. 
 Vacancies--1. 
 

__________ 
 
 Senator Wiggins called up the following House Amendment to S. B. No. 2469 and 
moved that the Senate do concur in the Amendment: 
 
 AMENDMENT NO. 1: 
 
 Amend by striking all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 
 
 
 SECTION 1.  (1)  There is created a study committee for the purpose of studying 
the problem of unmerchantable and uninsurable titles resulting from sales of land for 
nonpayment of taxes, blight created as a result of the current tax sale process, and other 
inconsistencies within the current sale process and for the purpose of recommending 
solutions.  The committee shall be comprised of the following seven (7) members: 
 
  (a)  Two (2) members of the Senate, to be appointed by the Lieutenant 
Governor; 
 
  (b)  Two (2) members of the House, to be appointed by the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives; 
 
  (c)  One (1) chancery clerk, to be appointed by the Lieutenant Governor; 
 
  (d)  One (1) tax assessor, to be appointed by the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives; and 
 
  (e)  The Secretary of State, or a designee, as ex officio, nonvoting member. 
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 (2)  Appointments to the study committee shall be made within thirty (30) days of 
the effective date of this act.  At the first meeting, the committee shall elect from among 
its membership a chairman, a vice chairman and any other officers determined to be 
necessary, and shall adopt rules for transacting business and keeping records. 
 
 (3)  A majority of the members of the study committee shall constitute a quorum.  
In the adoption of rules, resolutions and reports, and in the election of a chairman, vice 
chairman and any other officers determined to be necessary, an affirmative vote of a 
majority of the members present shall be required. 
 
 (4)  The Secretary of State shall provide the staff and other support necessary for 
the study committee to perform its duties. 

 
(5)  To effectuate the purposes of this act, any department, division, board, 

bureau, committee, institution or agency of the state, or any political subdivision thereof, 
shall, at the request of the chairman of the study committee, provide the facilities, 
assistance, information and data needed to enable the study committee to carry out its 
duties. 
 
 (6)  The study committee shall be dissolved on or before January 1, 2026. 
 
 SECTION 2.  This act shall take effect and be in force from and after its passage. 
 
 Further, amend by striking the title in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 
 
 
 AN ACT TO CREATE A STUDY COMMITTEE TO STUDY THE PROBLEM OF 
UNMERCHANTABLE AND UNINSURABLE TITLES RESULTING FROM SALES OF 
LAND FOR NONPAYMENT OF TAXES, AND TO RECOMMEND SOLUTIONS; AND FOR 
RELATED PURPOSES. 
 
 
 YEAS AND NAYS.  The yeas and nays being taken, the Senate concurred in the 
foregoing House Amendment to S. B. No. 2469 by the following vote: 
 
 Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan, 
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins, 
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, 
McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Parks, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, 
Seymour, Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, 
Thompson, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger.  Total--50. 
 Nays--None. 
 Absent and those not voting--Turner-Ford.  Total--1. 
 Vacancies--1. 
 

__________ 
 
 Senator Boyd called up the following House Amendment to S. B. No. 2526 and 
moved that the Senate do concur in the Amendment: 
 
 AMENDMENT NO. 1: 
 
 Amend by striking all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 
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 SECTION 1.  Section 37-103-25, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 37-103-25.  (1)  The Board of Trustees of State Institutions of Higher Learning and 
the boards of trustees of the community colleges and junior colleges are authorized to 
prescribe the amount of tuition and fees to be paid by students attending the several 
state-supported institutions of higher learning and community colleges and junior colleges 
of the State of Mississippi. 
 
 (2)  Except as otherwise provided in this subsection and subsections (3) and (4) of 
this section, the total tuition to be paid by residents of other states shall not be less than 
the average cost per student from appropriated funds.  However, the tuition to be paid by 
a resident of another state shall be equal to the tuition amount established under 
subsection (1) of this section if: 
 
  (a) * * *  The nonresident is a "covered individual" under Section 702 of the 
Veterans Access, Choice and Accountability Act of 2014.  A nonresident veteran, as 
defined by Title 38 of the United States Code or a person entitled to education benefits 
under Title 38 of the United States Code who is not a covered individual under Section 
702 of the Veterans Access, Choice and Accountability Act of 2014, but qualifies for Yellow 
Ribbon Program funds shall be charged nonresident tuition provided the state institution 
of higher learning and community or junior college participates in the Yellow Ribbon 
Program and provides a scholarship (including Yellow Ribbon Program funds) that results 
in the nonresident veteran or person entitled to education benefits under Title 38 paying 
tuition equal to the amount established under subsection (1) of this section.  All other 
nonresident veterans, as defined by Title 38 of the United States Code and other persons 
entitled to education benefits under Title 38, except those enrolled in a professional school 
or college, shall be charged tuition equal to the amount established under subsection (1) 
of this section.  This paragraph (a) shall be administered and interpreted in the manner 
necessary to obtain or retain approval of courses of education by the Secretary of the 
United States Department of Veterans Affairs and in a manner necessary to allow a 
nonresident veteran or a person entitled to education benefits under Title 38 of the United 
States Code and state institutions of higher learning and community and junior colleges 
to fully participate and receive Yellow Ribbon Program funds; 
 
  (b)  The nonresident student is an evacuee of an area affected by Hurricane 
Katrina or Hurricane Rita.  This waiver shall be applicable to the 2005-2006 school year 
only * * *; and 
 
  (c)  The nonresident student's out-of-state tuition was waived according to 
subsection (3) or (4) of this section. 
 
 (3)  The Board of Trustees of State Institutions of Higher Learning may, in its 
discretion, consider and grant requests to approve institution specific policies permitting 
the waiver of out-of-state tuition when such an official request is made by the president or 
chancellor of the institution and when such request is determined by the board to be 
fiscally responsible and in accordance with the educational mission of the requesting 
institution. 
 
 (4)  The board of trustees of any community college or junior college may develop 
and implement a policy for waiving out-of-state tuition for the college if the policy is 
determined by the board to be in accordance with the educational mission of the college 
and if a local industry or business or a state agency agrees to reimburse the college for 
the entire amount of the out-of-state tuition that will be waived under the policy.  State 
funds shall be allocated and spent only on students who reside within the State of 
Mississippi.  However, associate degree nursing students who reside outside the State of 
Mississippi may be counted for pay purposes. 
 
 SECTION 2.  This act shall take effect and be in force from and after July 1, 2025. 
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 Further, amend by striking the title in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 
 
 
 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 37-103-25, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO 
ALLOW NONRESIDENT STUDENTS TO FULLY PARTICIPATE IN THE YELLOW 
RIBBON PROGRAM AND RECEIVE FUNDS; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 
 
 YEAS AND NAYS.  The yeas and nays being taken, the Senate concurred in the 
foregoing House Amendment to S. B. No. 2526 by the following vote: 
 
 Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan, 
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins, 
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, 
McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Parks, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, 
Seymour, Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, 
Thompson, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger.  Total--50. 
 Nays--None. 
 Absent and those not voting--Turner-Ford.  Total--1. 
 Vacancies--1. 
 

__________ 
 
 Senator Wiggins called up the following House Amendment to S. B. No. 2482 and 
moved that the Senate decline to concur in the Amendment, and invite conference, and 
the motion prevailed. 
 
 AMENDMENT NO. 1: 
 
 Amend by striking all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 
 
 
 SECTION 1.  Section 9-1-59, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 9-1-59.  (1)  Each circuit, chancery and county court in this state shall require all 
pleadings and other papers to be served, filed, signed or verified by electronic means in 
conformity with the Mississippi Electronic Court System procedures by July 1, 2021. 
 
 (2)  Public defenders and county prosecutors in cases related to the Mississippi 
Electronic Court System shall have access to the system for matters involving indigent 
defendants. 
 
 SECTION 2.  Section 99-19-73, Mississippi Code of 1972, is brought forward as 
follows: 
 
 99-19-73.  (1)  Traffic violations.  In addition to any monetary penalties and any 
other penalties imposed by law, there shall be imposed and collected the following state 
assessment from each person upon whom a court imposes a fine or other penalty for any 
violation in Title 63, Mississippi Code of 1972, except offenses relating to the Mississippi 
Implied Consent Law (Section 63-11-1 et seq.) and offenses relating to vehicular parking 
or registration: 
 
 FUND              AMOUNT 

 
State Court Education Fund ..................................................................... [Deleted] 
State Prosecutor Education Fund ............................................................. [Deleted] 
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Vulnerable Persons Training, 
     Investigation and Prosecution Trust Fund ................................. [Deleted] 

Child Support Prosecution Trust Fund ...................................................... [Deleted] 
Driver Training Penalty Assessment Fund................................................ [Deleted] 
Law Enforcement Officers Training Fund ................................................. [Deleted] 

Spinal Cord and Head Injury Trust Fund 
     (for all moving violations) .......................................................... [Deleted] 

Emergency Medical Services Operating Fund .......................................... [Deleted] 
Mississippi Leadership Council on Aging Fund ........................................ [Deleted] 

Law Enforcement Officers and Fire Fighters 
     Death Benefits Trust Fund ........................................................ [Deleted] 

Law Enforcement Officers and Fire Fighters 
     Disability Benefits Trust Fund ................................................... [Deleted] 

State Prosecutor Compensation Fund for the purpose 
     of providing additional compensation for  

     district attorneys and their legal assistants ................................ [Deleted] 
Crisis Intervention Mental Health Fund ..................................................... [Deleted] 
Intervention Court Fund ........................................................................... [Deleted] 

Judicial Performance Fund ................................................................................. [Deleted] 
Capital Defense Counsel Fund ........................................................................... [Deleted] 

Indigent Appeals Fund ............................................................................. [Deleted] 
Capital Post-Conviction Counsel Fund ..................................................... [Deleted] 
Victims of Domestic Violence Fund .......................................................... [Deleted] 
Public Defenders Education Fund ............................................................ [Deleted] 
Domestic Violence Training Fund ............................................................. [Deleted] 
Attorney General's Cyber Crime Unit ....................................................... [Deleted] 
Children's Safe Center Fund .................................................................... [Deleted] 
DuBard School for Language Disorders Fund .......................................... [Deleted] 
Children's Advocacy Centers Fund .......................................................... [Deleted] 

Judicial System Operation Fund .................................................... [Deleted] 
     GENERAL FUND ................................................................................ $   90.50 

 (2)  Implied Consent Law violations.  In addition to any monetary penalties and 
any other penalties imposed by law, there shall be imposed and collected the following 
state assessment from each person upon whom a court imposes a fine or any other 
penalty for any violation of the Mississippi Implied Consent Law (Section 63-11-1 et 
seq.): 
 FUND              AMOUNT 

Crime Victims' Compensation Fund ......................................................... [Deleted] 
State Court Education Fund ..................................................................... [Deleted] 
State Prosecutor Education Fund ............................................................. [Deleted] 
Vulnerable Persons Training, 

     Investigation and Prosecution Trust Fund ................................. [Deleted] 
Child Support Prosecution Trust Fund ...................................................... [Deleted] 
Driver Training Penalty Assessment Fund................................................ [Deleted] 
Law Enforcement Officers Training Fund ................................................. [Deleted] 
Emergency Medical Services Operating Fund .......................................... [Deleted] 
Mississippi Alcohol Safety Education Program Fund ................................ [Deleted] 
Federal-State Alcohol Program Fund ....................................................... [Deleted] 

Mississippi Forensics Laboratory 
     Implied Consent Law Fund ............................................................................ [Deleted] 

Spinal Cord and Head Injury Trust Fund .................................................. [Deleted] 
Capital Defense Counsel Fund ................................................................ [Deleted] 
Indigent Appeals Fund ............................................................................. [Deleted] 
Capital Post-Conviction Counsel Fund ..................................................... [Deleted] 
Victims of Domestic Violence Fund .......................................................... [Deleted] 

Law Enforcement Officers and Fire Fighters 
     Death Benefits Trust Fund ........................................................ [Deleted] 
Law Enforcement Officers and Fire Fighters 
     Disability Benefits Trust Fund ................................................... [Deleted] 
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State Prosecutor Compensation Fund for the purpose 
     of providing additional compensation for 

     district attorneys and their legal assistants ................................ [Deleted] 
Crisis Intervention Mental Health Fund .......................................... [Deleted] 

Intervention Court Fund ........................................................................... [Deleted] 
Statewide Victims' Information and 
     Notification System Fund ............................................................................... [Deleted] 

Public Defenders Education Fund .................................................. [Deleted] 
Domestic Violence Training Fund ............................................................. [Deleted] 
Attorney General's Cyber Crime Unit ....................................................... [Deleted] 
     GENERAL FUND ............................................................................... $  243.50 

 (3)  Game and Fish Law violations.  In addition to any monetary penalties and 
any other penalties imposed by law, there shall be imposed and collected the following 
state assessment from each person upon whom a court imposes a fine or other penalty 
for any violation of the game and fish statutes or regulations of this state: 
 FUND             AMOUNT 

State Court Education Fund ..................................................................... [Deleted] 
State Prosecutor Education Fund ............................................................. [Deleted] 

Vulnerable Persons Training, 
     Investigation and Prosecution Trust Fund ................................. [Deleted] 

Law Enforcement Officers Training Fund ................................................. [Deleted] 
Hunter Education and Training Program Fund ......................................... [Deleted] 
Law Enforcement Officers and Fire Fighters 

     Death Benefits Trust Fund ........................................................ [Deleted] 
Law Enforcement Officers and Fire Fighters  

     Disability Benefits Trust Fund ................................................... [Deleted] 
State Prosecutor Compensation Fund for the purpose 
     of providing additional compensation for district 

     attorneys and their legal assistants ........................................... [Deleted] 
Crisis Intervention Mental Health Fund ..................................................... [Deleted] 
Intervention Court Fund ........................................................................... [Deleted] 
Capital Defense Counsel Fund ................................................................ [Deleted] 
Indigent Appeals Fund ............................................................................. [Deleted] 
Capital Post-Conviction Counsel Fund ..................................................... [Deleted] 
Victims of Domestic Violence Fund .......................................................... [Deleted] 
Public Defenders Education Fund ............................................................ [Deleted] 
Domestic Violence Training Fund ............................................................. [Deleted] 
Attorney General's Cyber Crime Unit ....................................................... [Deleted] 
     GENERAL FUND ................................................................................ $   89.00 

 (4)  [Deleted] 
 (5)  Speeding, reckless and careless driving violations.  In addition to any 
assessment imposed under subsection (1) or (2) of this section, there shall be imposed 
and collected the following state assessment from each person upon whom a court 
imposes a fine or other penalty for driving a vehicle on a road or highway: 

          (a)  At a speed that exceeds the posted speed limit by  
at least ten (10) miles per hour but not more than twenty (20) miles per hour

 $10.00 
          (b)  At a speed that exceeds the posted speed limit by at least twenty 

(20) miles per hour but not more than thirty (30) miles per hour ............................. $20.00 
          (c)  At a speed that exceeds the posted speed limit by thirty (30) miles 

per hour or more.................................................................................................... $30.00 
          (d)  In violation of Section 63-3-1201, which is the offense of reckless 

driving $10.00 
          (e)  In violation of Section 63-3-1213, which is the offense of careless 

driving $10.00 
 All assessments collected under this subsection shall be deposited into the State 
General Fund. 
 (6)  Other misdemeanors.  In addition to any monetary penalties and any other 
penalties imposed by law, there shall be imposed and collected the following state 
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assessment from each person upon whom a court imposes a fine or other penalty for 
any misdemeanor violation not specified in subsection (1), (2) or (3) of this section, 
except offenses relating to vehicular parking or registration: 
 FUND             AMOUNT 

Crime Victims' Compensation Fund ......................................................... [Deleted] 
State Court Education Fund ..................................................................... [Deleted] 
State Prosecutor Education Fund ............................................................. [Deleted] 
Vulnerable Persons Training, Investigation 

     and Prosecution Trust Fund ...................................................... [Deleted] 
Child Support Prosecution Trust Fund ...................................................... [Deleted] 
Law Enforcement Officers Training Fund ................................................. [Deleted] 
Capital Defense Counsel Fund ................................................................ [Deleted] 
Indigent Appeals Fund ............................................................................. [Deleted] 
Capital Post-Conviction Counsel Fund ..................................................... [Deleted] 
Victims of Domestic Violence Fund .......................................................... [Deleted] 
State Crime Stoppers Fund ...................................................................... [Deleted] 

Law Enforcement Officers and Fire Fighters 
     Death Benefits Trust Fund ........................................................ [Deleted] 
Law Enforcement Officers and Fire Fighters 
     Disability Benefits Trust Fund ................................................... [Deleted] 
State Prosecutor Compensation Fund for the purpose 

     of providing additional compensation for 
     district attorneys and their legal assistants ................................ [Deleted] 
Crisis Intervention Mental Health Fund .......................................... [Deleted] 
Intervention Court Fund ................................................................. [Deleted] 

Judicial Performance Fund....................................................................... [Deleted] 
Statewide Victims' Information and 
     Notification System Fund .................................................................... [Deleted] 
Public Defenders Education Fund ............................................................ [Deleted] 
Domestic Violence Training Fund ............................................................. [Deleted] 
Attorney General's Cyber Crime Unit ....................................................... [Deleted] 
Information Exchange Network Fund ....................................................... [Deleted] 
Motorcycle Officer Training Fund ............................................................. [Deleted] 
Civil Legal Assistance Fund ..................................................................... [Deleted] 
Justice Court Collections Fund ................................................................. [Deleted] 
Municipal Court Collections Fund ............................................................. [Deleted] 
     GENERAL FUND........................................$121.75 

 (7)  Other felonies.  In addition to any monetary penalties and any other penalties 
imposed by law, there shall be imposed and collected the following state assessment 
from each person upon whom a court imposes a fine or other penalty for any felony 
violation not specified in subsection (1), (2) or (3) of this section: 
 FUND             AMOUNT 

Crime Victims' Compensation Fund ......................................................... [Deleted] 
State Court Education Fund ..................................................................... [Deleted] 
State Prosecutor Education Fund ............................................................. [Deleted] 
Vulnerable Persons Training, Investigation 

     and Prosecution Trust Fund ...................................................... [Deleted] 
Child Support Prosecution Trust Fund ...................................................... [Deleted] 
Law Enforcement Officers Training Fund ................................................. [Deleted] 
Capital Defense Counsel Fund ................................................................ [Deleted] 
Indigent Appeals Fund ............................................................................. [Deleted] 
Capital Post-Conviction Counsel Fund ..................................................... [Deleted] 
Victims of Domestic Violence Fund .......................................................... [Deleted] 
Criminal Justice Fund............................................................................... [Deleted] 

Law Enforcement Officers and Fire Fighters 
     Death Benefits Trust Fund ........................................................ [Deleted] 

Law Enforcement Officers and Fire Fighters 
     Disability Benefits Trust Fund ................................................... [Deleted] 

State Prosecutor Compensation Fund for the purpose 
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     of providing additional compensation for 
     district attorneys and their legal assistants ................................ [Deleted] 

Crisis Intervention Mental Health Fund ..................................................... [Deleted] 
Intervention Court Fund ........................................................................... [Deleted] 
Statewide Victims' Information and 
     Notification System Fund .................................................................... [Deleted] 
Public Defenders Education Fund ............................................................ [Deleted] 
Domestic Violence Training Fund ............................................................. [Deleted] 
Attorney General's Cyber Crime Unit ....................................................... [Deleted] 
Forensics Laboratory DNA Identification System Fund ............................. [Deleted] 
     GENERAL FUND ............................................................................... $  280.50 

 (8)  Additional assessments on certain violations: 
  (a)  Railroad crossing violations.  In addition to any monetary penalties and 
any other penalties imposed by law, there shall be imposed and collected the following 
state assessment in addition to all other state assessments due under this section from 
each person upon whom a court imposes a fine or other penalty for any violation 
involving railroad crossings under Section 37-41-55, 63-3-1007, 63-3-1009, 63-3-1011, 
63-3-1013 or 77-9-249: 

     Operation Lifesaver Fund ....................................................................... $25.00 
  (b)  Drug violations.  In addition to any monetary penalties and any other 
penalties imposed by law, there shall be imposed and collected the following state 
assessment in addition to all other state assessments due under this section from each 
person upon whom a court imposes a fine or other penalty for any violation of Section 
41-29-139: 

     Drug Evidence Disposition Fund ............................................................ $25.00 
     Mississippi Foster Care Fund ............................................................................. $2.00 
  (c)  Motor vehicle liability insurance violations.  In addition to any monetary 
penalties and any other penalties imposed by law, there shall be imposed and collected 
the following state assessment in addition to all other state assessments due under this 
section from each person upon whom a court imposes a fine or other penalty for any 
violation of Section 63-15-4(4) or Section 63-16-13(1): 
 Uninsured Motorist Identification Fund: 
  First offense................................$200.00 
  Second offense...............................$300.00 
  Third or subsequent offense..................$400.00 
 (9)  If a fine or other penalty imposed is suspended, in whole or in part, such 
suspension shall not affect the state assessment under this section.  No state 
assessment imposed under the provisions of this section may be suspended or reduced 
by the court. 
 (10)  (a)  After a determination by the court of the amount due, it shall be the duty 
of the clerk of the court to promptly collect all state assessments imposed under the 
provisions of this section.  The state assessments imposed under the provisions of this 
section may not be paid by personal check. 
  (b)  It shall be the duty of the chancery clerk of each county to deposit all 
state assessments collected in the circuit, county and justice courts in the county on a 
monthly basis with the State Treasurer pursuant to appropriate procedures established 
by the State Auditor.  The chancery clerk shall make a monthly lump-sum deposit of the 
total state assessments collected in the circuit, county and justice courts in the county 
under this section, and shall report to the Department of Finance and Administration the 
total number of violations under each subsection for which state assessments were 
collected in the circuit, county and justice courts in the county during that month. 
  (c)  It shall be the duty of the municipal clerk of each municipality to deposit 
all the state assessments collected in the municipal court in the municipality on a 
monthly basis with the State Treasurer pursuant to appropriate procedures established 
by the State Auditor.  The municipal clerk shall make a monthly lump-sum deposit of the 
total state assessments collected in the municipal court in the municipality under this 
section, and shall report to the Department of Finance and Administration the total 
number of violations under each subsection for which state assessments were collected 
in the municipal court in the municipality during that month. 
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 (11)  It shall be the duty of the Department of Finance and Administration to 
deposit on a monthly basis all state assessments into the State General Fund or proper 
special fund in the State Treasury.  The Department of Finance and Administration shall 
issue regulations providing for the proper allocation of these funds. 
 (12)  The State Auditor shall establish by regulation procedures for refunds of 
state assessments, including refunds associated with assessments imposed before July 
1, 1990, and refunds after appeals in which the defendant's conviction is reversed.  The 
Auditor shall provide in the regulations for certification of eligibility for refunds and may 
require the defendant seeking a refund to submit a verified copy of a court order or 
abstract by which the defendant is entitled to a refund.  All refunds of state assessments 
shall be made in accordance with the procedures established by the Auditor. 
 SECTION 3.  This act shall take effect and be in force from and after July 1, 2025. 
 Further, amend by striking the title in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 
 
 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 9-1-59, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO 
PROVIDE THAT PUBLIC DEFENDERS AND COUNTY PROSECUTORS IN CASES 
RELATED TO THE MISSISSIPPI ELECTRONIC COURT SYSTEM SHALL HAVE 
ACCESS TO THE SYSTEM FOR MATTERS INVOLVING INDIGENT DEFENDANTS; 
TO BRING FORWARD SECTION 99-19-73, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, FOR 
PURPOSES OF POSSIBLE AMENDMENT; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 

__________ 
 
 Senator Fillingane called up the following House Amendment to S. B. No. 2190 
and moved that the Senate decline to concur in the Amendment, and invite conference, 
and the motion prevailed. 
 
 AMENDMENT NO. 1: 
 
 Amend by striking all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 
 
 
 SECTION 1.  Section 63-1-1, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 63-1-1.  This article may be cited as the * * * Driver's License * * * Act. 
 
 SECTION 2.  Section 63-1-3, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 63-1-3.  The following words and phrases when used in this article shall, for the 
purpose of such law, have the meanings respectively ascribed to them in this section: 
 
  (a)  The term "commissioner" means the commissioner of public safety of 
this state * * *. 
 
  (b)  The term "highway" means every way or place of whatever nature open 
to the use of the public for the purpose of vehicular travel, and shall include streets of 
municipalities * * *. 
 
  (c)  The term "operator" means any person in actual physical control of a 
motor vehicle on the highway * * *. 
 
  (d)  The term "owner" means a person who holds the legal title of a vehicle; 
in the event a vehicle is the subject of an agreement for the conditional sale or lease 
thereof with the right of purchase upon performance of the conditions stated in the 
agreement and with an immediate right of possession vested in the conditional vendee or 
lessee, or in the event a mortgagor of a vehicle is entitled to possession, then such 
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conditional vendee or lessee or mortgagor shall be deemed the owner for the purpose of 
this article. 
 
  (e)  The term "system of record" means the software database which 
maintains all documents related to credentials issued by the Driver Service Bureau of the 
Department of Public Safety. 
 
 SECTION 3.  Section 63-1-15, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 63-1-15.  (1)  The commissioner * * * shall be authorized to designate persons who 
may act as examiners for license or instruction permits.  The commissioner may 
promulgate rules and regulations to effectuate this chapter.  The Commissioner of Public 
Safety shall create rules and regulations that allow persons who are homeless to obtain 
an alternative state identification card. 
 
 * * * 
 
 (2)  License examiners shall input each rejected or approved application into the 
system of record in accordance with the rules and regulations promulgated by the 
commissioner. 
 
 SECTION 4.  Section 63-1-16, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 63-1-16.  (1)  The Department of Public Safety shall, upon request of the board of 
supervisors, furnish a Driver Service Bureau public access computer at a location in each 
county seat to access the Driver Service Bureau website.  The county shall furnish the 
internet connectivity at the location for the Driver Service Bureau public access computer. 
 
 (2)  At each driver's license location in the state, there shall be location signs 
prominently displayed providing for required information for the various licenses, cards 
and other services. 
 
 (3)  On the Driver Services Bureau's website, there shall be tutorial videos linked 
to online procedures to help clearly illustrate how to use the website. 
 
 * * * 
 
 SECTION 5.  Section 63-1-17, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 63-1-17.  As the license examiners file their statements showing the serial numbers 
of licenses and temporary driving permits issued pursuant to this article during the 
preceding month, the commissioner shall keep a record of all licenses and permits issued 
pursuant to this article by such examiners, a record of all licenses and permits revoked, a 
record of all * * * orders mailed to him by the trial judges, and such other information that 
he deems necessary to carry out the provisions of this article. 
 
 SECTION 6.  Section 63-1-45, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 63-1-45.  (1) * * *  License examiners shall retain a record of all funds received from 
applicants upon digital record or accounting systems as prescribed and furnished by the 
department.  A receipt of the transactions shall be provided to the applicant.  Funds 
received from an application shall be subject to audit at any time by the department.  Upon 
submission, application forms should be digitized and stored in the system of record. 
 
 (2)  There shall be tendered with all applications for a temporary driving permit, 
temporary motorcycle driving permit, initial issuance of any license issued pursuant to this 
article, renewal licenses, duplicate licenses or any other services for which a fee is 
charged, the proper fee required by law by cash, certified check, money order or electronic 
payment as authorized under Section 27-104-33. 
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 (3)  The Commissioner of Public Safety shall deposit the amount of fees, together 
with all fees for duplicate licenses, permits, delinquent fees and reinstatement fees 
collected by him into the General Fund of the State Treasury, in accordance with the 
provisions of Section 45-1-23(2); however, Seven Dollars ($7.00) of the fee derived from 
the fee charged for original and renewal operators' licenses imposed under Section 
63-1-43(1) and Four Dollars ($4.00) of the fee derived from the fee charged for original 
and renewal Class D commercial drivers' licenses under Section 63-1-43(4) shall be 
deposited into a special fund that is created in the State Treasury.  Monies in the fund may 
be expended upon legislative appropriation solely for the purchase by the Mississippi 
Highway Safety Patrol of patrol cars, communications equipment and weapons. 
 
 SECTION 7.  Section 63-1-51, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 63-1-51.  (1)  It shall be the duty of the court clerk, upon conviction of any person 
holding a license issued pursuant to this article where the penalty for a traffic violation is 
as much as Ten Dollars ($10.00), to mail a copy of abstract of the court record or provide 
an electronically or computer generated copy of abstract of the court record immediately 
to the commissioner * * *, showing the date of conviction, penalty, etc., so that a record of 
same may be made by the Department of Public Safety.  The commissioner shall forthwith 
revoke the license of any person for a period of one (1) year upon receiving a duly certified 
record of each person's convictions of any of the following offenses when such conviction 
has become final: 
 
  (a)  Manslaughter or negligent homicide resulting from the operation of a 
motor vehicle; 
 
  (b)  Any felony in the commission of which a motor vehicle is used; 
 
  (c)  Failure to stop and render aid as required under the laws of this state in 
event of a motor vehicle accident resulting in the death or personal injury of another; 
 
  (d)  Perjury or the willful making of a false affidavit or statement under oath 
to the department under this article or under any other law relating to the ownership or 
operation of motor vehicles; or 
 
  (e)  Conviction, or forfeiture of bail not vacated, upon three (3) charges of 
reckless driving committed within a period of twelve (12) months. 
 
 (2)  The commissioner shall revoke the license issued pursuant to this article of any 
person convicted of negligent homicide, in addition to any penalty now provided by law. 
 
 (3)  In addition to the reasons specified in this section, the commissioner shall be 
authorized to suspend the license issued to any person pursuant to this article for being 
out of compliance with an order for support, as defined in Section 93-11-153.  The 
procedure for suspension of a license for being out of compliance with an order for 
support, and the procedure for the reissuance or reinstatement of a license suspended 
for that purpose, and the payment of any fees for the reissuance or reinstatement of a 
license suspended for that purpose, shall be governed by Section 93-11-157 or 93-11-163, 
as the case may be.  If there is any conflict between any provision of Section 93-11-157 
or 93-11-163 and any provision of this article, the provisions of Section 93-11-157 or 
93-11-163, as the case may be, shall control. 
 
 SECTION 8.  Section 63-1-52, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 63-1-52.  (1)  Whenever the Commissioner of Public Safety suspends, cancels or 
revokes the driver's license or driving privileges of any person, notice of the suspension, 
cancellation or revocation shall be given to such person by the commissioner, or his duly 
authorized agent, in the manner provided in subsection (2) of this section and at the time 
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provided in subsection (3) of this section or in the manner and at the time provided in 
subsection (4) of this section. 
 
 (2)  Notice shall be given in the following manner: 
 
  (a)  In writing, (i) by United States * * * first-class mail; * * * (ii) by personal 
service at the person's address as it appears on the driving record maintained by the 
Department of Public Safety or at the person's last-known address; or (iii) by personal 
notice being given by any law enforcement officer of this state or any duly authorized 
agent of the Commissioner of Public Safety on forms prescribed and furnished by the 
Commissioner of Public Safety; or (iv) by notification made to the person's duly issued 
mobile identification, whenever a person's driver's license or driving privileges are 
suspended, revoked or cancelled in accordance with the Mississippi Driver License 
Compact Law, the Mississippi Implied Consent Law, the Mississippi Motor Vehicle Safety 
Responsibility Law or subsection (2)(c), (2)(d), (2)(e) or (2)(f) of Section 63-1-53. 
 
  (b)  In writing, by United States first class mail, whenever a person's driver's 
license or driving privileges are suspended, revoked or cancelled in accordance with the 
Mississippi Commercial Driver's License Law, the Youth Court Law, Chapter 23 of Title 
43, Mississippi Code of 1972, Section 63-1-45, Section 63-1-51, subsection (2)(g) or (2)(h) 
of Section 63-1-53, or Section 63-9-25. 
 
 (3)  Notice shall be given at the following time: 
 
  (a)  Before suspension, revocation or cancellation, whenever a person's 
driver's license or driving privileges are suspended, revoked or cancelled in accordance 
with the Mississippi Driver License Compact Law, the Mississippi Motor Vehicle Safety 
Responsibility Law or subsection (2)(c), (2)(d), (2)(e) or (2)(f) of Section 63-1-53. 
 
  (b)  Unless otherwise specifically provided for by law, at the time of 
suspension, revocation or cancellation, whenever a person's driver's license or driving 
privileges are suspended, revoked or cancelled in accordance with the Mississippi 
Commercial Driver's License Law, the Mississippi Implied Consent Law, the Youth Court 
Law, Chapter 23 of Title 43, Mississippi Code of 1972, Section 63-1-45, Section 63-1-51, 
subsection (2)(g) or (2)(h) of Section 63-1-53, or Section 63-9-25. 
 
 (4)  Whenever the Commissioner of Public Safety suspends, revokes or cancels 
the driver's license or driving privileges of any person in accordance with some provision 
of law other than a provision of law referred to in subsections (2) and (3) of this section, 
and the manner and time for giving notice is not provided for in such law, then notice of 
such suspension, revocation or cancellation shall be given in the manner and at the time 
provided for under subsections (2)(b) and (3)(b) of this section. 
 
 SECTION 9.  Section 45-9-101, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 45-9-101.  (1)  (a)  Except as otherwise provided, the Department of Public Safety 
is authorized to issue licenses to carry stun guns, concealed pistols or revolvers to 
persons qualified as provided in this section.  Such licenses shall be valid throughout the 
state for a period of five (5) years from the date of issuance, except as provided in 
subsection (25) of this section.  Any person possessing a valid license issued pursuant to 
this section may carry a stun gun, concealed pistol or concealed revolver. 
 
  (b)  The licensee must carry the license, together with valid identification, at 
all times in which the licensee is carrying a stun gun, concealed pistol or revolver and 
must display both the license and proper identification upon demand by a law enforcement 
officer.  A violation of the provisions of this paragraph (b) shall constitute a noncriminal 
violation with a penalty of Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00) and shall be enforceable by 
summons. 
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 (2)  The Department of Public Safety shall issue a license if the applicant: 
 
  (a)  Is a resident of the state.  However, this residency requirement may be 
waived if the applicant possesses a valid permit from another state, is a member of any 
active or reserve component branch of the United States of America Armed Forces 
stationed in Mississippi, is the spouse of a member of any active or reserve component 
branch of the United States of America Armed Forces stationed in Mississippi, or is a 
retired law enforcement officer establishing residency in the state; 
 
  (b)  (i)  Is twenty-one (21) years of age or older; or 
 
   (ii)  Is at least eighteen (18) years of age but not yet twenty-one (21) 
years of age and the applicant: 
 
    1.  Is a member or veteran of the United States Armed Forces, 
including National Guard or Reserve; and 
 
    2.  Holds a valid Mississippi driver's license or identification 
card issued by the Department of Public Safety or a valid and current tribal identification 
card issued by a federally recognized Indian tribe containing a photograph of the holder; 
 
  (c)  Does not suffer from a physical infirmity which prevents the safe handling 
of a stun gun, pistol or revolver; 
 
  (d)  Is not ineligible to possess a firearm by virtue of having been convicted 
of a felony in a court of this state, of any other state, or of the United States without having 
been pardoned or without having been expunged for same; 
 
  (e)  Does not chronically or habitually abuse controlled substances to the 
extent that his normal faculties are impaired.  It shall be presumed that an applicant 
chronically and habitually uses controlled substances to the extent that his faculties are 
impaired if the applicant has been voluntarily or involuntarily committed to a treatment 
facility for the abuse of a controlled substance or been found guilty of a crime under the 
provisions of the Uniform Controlled Substances Law or similar laws of any other state or 
the United States relating to controlled substances within a three-year period immediately 
preceding the date on which the application is submitted; 
 
  (f)  Does not chronically and habitually use alcoholic beverages to the extent 
that his normal faculties are impaired.  It shall be presumed that an applicant chronically 
and habitually uses alcoholic beverages to the extent that his normal faculties are 
impaired if the applicant has been voluntarily or involuntarily committed as an alcoholic to 
a treatment facility or has been convicted of two (2) or more offenses related to the use of 
alcohol under the laws of this state or similar laws of any other state or the United States 
within the three-year period immediately preceding the date on which the application is 
submitted; 
 
  (g)  Desires a legal means to carry a stun gun, concealed pistol or revolver 
to defend himself; 
 
  (h)  Has not been adjudicated mentally incompetent, or has waited five (5) 
years from the date of his restoration to capacity by court order; 
 
  (i)  Has not been voluntarily or involuntarily committed to a mental institution 
or mental health treatment facility unless he possesses a certificate from a psychiatrist 
licensed in this state that he has not suffered from disability for a period of five (5) years; 
 
  (j)  Has not had adjudication of guilt withheld or imposition of sentence 
suspended on any felony unless three (3) years have elapsed since probation or any other 
conditions set by the court have been fulfilled; 
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  (k)  Is not a fugitive from justice; and 
 
  (l)  Is not disqualified to possess a weapon based on federal law. 
 
 (3)  The Department of Public Safety may deny a license if the applicant has been 
found guilty of one or more crimes of violence constituting a misdemeanor unless three 
(3) years have elapsed since probation or any other conditions set by the court have been 
fulfilled or expunction has occurred prior to the date on which the application is submitted, 
or may revoke a license if the licensee has been found guilty of one or more crimes of 
violence within the preceding three (3) years.  The department shall, upon notification by 
a law enforcement agency or a court and subsequent written verification, suspend a 
license or the processing of an application for a license if the licensee or applicant is 
arrested or formally charged with a crime which would disqualify such person from having 
a license under this section, until final disposition of the case.  The provisions of 
subsection (7) of this section shall apply to any suspension or revocation of a license 
pursuant to the provisions of this section. 
 
 (4)  The application shall be completed, under oath, on a form promulgated by the 
Department of Public Safety and shall include only: 
 
  (a)  The name, address, place and date of birth, race, sex and occupation 
of the applicant; 
 
  (b)  The driver's license number or social security number of applicant; 
 
  (c)  Any previous address of the applicant for the two (2) years preceding 
the date of the application; 
 
  (d)  A statement that the applicant is in compliance with criteria contained 
within subsections (2) and (3) of this section; 
 
  (e)  A statement that the applicant has been furnished a copy of this section 
and is knowledgeable of its provisions; 
 
  (f)  A conspicuous warning that the application is executed under oath and 
that a knowingly false answer to any question, or the knowing submission of any false 
document by the applicant, subjects the applicant to criminal prosecution; and 
 
  (g)  A statement that the applicant desires a legal means to carry a stun gun, 
concealed pistol or revolver to defend himself. 
 
 (5)  The applicant shall submit only the following to the Department of Public Safety: 
 
  (a)  A completed application as described in subsection (4) of this section; 
 
  (b)  A full-face photograph of the applicant taken within the preceding thirty 
(30) days in which the head, including hair, in a size as determined by the Department of 
Public Safety, except that an applicant who is younger than twenty-one (21) years of age 
must submit a photograph in profile of the applicant; 
 
  (c)  A nonrefundable license fee of Eighty Dollars ($80.00).  Costs for 
processing the set of fingerprints as required in paragraph (d) of this subsection shall be 
borne by the applicant.  Honorably retired law enforcement officers, disabled veterans and 
active duty members of the Armed Forces of the United States, and law enforcement 
officers employed with a law enforcement agency of a municipality, county or state at the 
time of application for the license, shall be exempt from the payment of the license fee; 
 



SENATE JOURNAL 
MONDAY, MARCH 10, 2025 

 

1258 

  (d)  A full set of fingerprints of the applicant administered by the Department 
of Public Safety; and 
 
  (e)  A waiver authorizing the Department of Public Safety access to any 
records concerning commitments of the applicant to any of the treatment facilities or 
institutions referred to in subsection (2) of this section and permitting access to all the 
applicant's criminal records. 
 
 (6)  (a)  The Department of Public Safety, upon receipt of the items listed in 
subsection (5) of this section, shall forward the full set of fingerprints of the applicant to 
the appropriate agencies for state and federal processing. 
 
  (b)  The Department of Public Safety shall forward a copy of the applicant's 
application to the sheriff of the applicant's county of residence and, if applicable, the police 
chief of the applicant's municipality of residence.  The sheriff of the applicant's county of 
residence, and, if applicable, the police chief of the applicant's municipality of residence 
may, at his discretion, participate in the process by submitting a voluntary report to the 
Department of Public Safety containing any readily discoverable prior information that he 
feels may be pertinent to the licensing of any applicant.  The reporting shall be made 
within thirty (30) days after the date he receives the copy of the application.  Upon receipt 
of a response from a sheriff or police chief, such sheriff or police chief shall be reimbursed 
at a rate set by the department. 
 
  (c)  The Department of Public Safety shall, within forty-five (45) days after 
the date of receipt of the items listed in subsection (5) of this section: 
 
   (i)  Issue the license; 
 
   (ii)  Deny the application based solely on the ground that the applicant 
fails to qualify under the criteria listed in subsections (2) and (3) of this section.  If the 
Department of Public Safety denies the application, it shall notify the applicant in writing, 
stating the ground for denial, and the denial shall be subject to the appeal process set 
forth in subsection (7); or 
 
   (iii)  Notify the applicant that the department is unable to make a 
determination regarding the issuance or denial of a license within the forty-five-day period 
prescribed by this subsection, and provide an estimate of the amount of time the 
department will need to make the determination. 
 
  (d)  In the event a legible set of fingerprints, as determined by the 
Department of Public Safety and the Federal Bureau of Investigation, cannot be obtained 
after a minimum of two (2) attempts, the Department of Public Safety shall determine 
eligibility based upon a name check by the Mississippi Highway Safety Patrol and a 
Federal Bureau of Investigation name check conducted by the Mississippi Highway Safety 
Patrol at the request of the Department of Public Safety. 
 
 (7)  (a)  If the Department of Public Safety denies the issuance of a license, or 
suspends or revokes a license, the party aggrieved may appeal such denial, suspension 
or revocation to the Commissioner of Public Safety, or his authorized agent, within thirty 
(30) days after the aggrieved party receives written notice of such denial, suspension or 
revocation.  The Commissioner of Public Safety, or his duly authorized agent, shall rule 
upon such appeal within thirty (30) days after the appeal is filed and failure to rule within 
this thirty-day period shall constitute sustaining such denial, suspension or revocation.  
Such review shall be conducted pursuant to such reasonable rules and regulations as the 
Commissioner of Public Safety may adopt. 
 
  (b)  If the revocation, suspension or denial of issuance is sustained by the 
Commissioner of Public Safety, or his duly authorized agent pursuant to paragraph (a) of 
this subsection, the aggrieved party may file within ten (10) days after the rendition of such 
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decision a petition in the circuit or county court of his residence for review of such decision.  
A hearing for review shall be held and shall proceed before the court without a jury upon 
the record made at the hearing before the Commissioner of Public Safety or his duly 
authorized agent.  No such party shall be allowed to carry a stun gun, concealed pistol or 
revolver pursuant to the provisions of this section while any such appeal is pending. 
 
 (8)  The Department of Public Safety shall maintain an automated listing of license 
holders and such information shall be available online, upon request, at all times, to all 
law enforcement agencies through the Mississippi Crime Information Center.  However, 
the records of the department relating to applications for licenses to carry stun guns, 
concealed pistols or revolvers and records relating to license holders shall be exempt from 
the provisions of the Mississippi Public Records Act of 1983, and shall be released only 
upon order of a court having proper jurisdiction over a petition for release of the record or 
records. 
 
 (9)  Within thirty (30) days after the changing of a permanent address, or within 
thirty (30) days after having a license lost or destroyed, the licensee shall notify the 
Department of Public Safety in writing of such change or loss.  Failure to notify the 
Department of Public Safety pursuant to the provisions of this subsection shall constitute 
a noncriminal violation with a penalty of Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00) and shall be 
enforceable by a summons. 
 
 (10)  In the event that a stun gun, concealed pistol or revolver license is lost or 
destroyed, the person to whom the license was issued shall comply with the provisions of 
subsection (9) of this section and may obtain a duplicate, or substitute thereof, upon 
payment of Fifteen Dollars ($15.00) to the Department of Public Safety, and furnishing a 
notarized statement to the department that such license has been lost or destroyed. 
 
 (11)  A license issued under this section shall be revoked if the licensee becomes 
ineligible under the criteria set forth in subsection (2) of this section. 
 
 (12)  (a)  Except as provided in subsection (25) of this section, no less than ninety 
(90) days prior to the expiration date of the license, the Department of Public Safety shall 
send to each licensee a written notice of the expiration and a renewal form prescribed by 
the department.  The licensee must renew his license on or before the expiration date by 
filing with the department the renewal form, a notarized affidavit stating that the licensee 
remains qualified pursuant to the criteria specified in subsections (2) and (3) of this section 
if necessary, and a full set of fingerprints administered by the Department of Public Safety 
or the sheriff of the county of residence of the licensee.  The first renewal may be 
processed by mail "or other means as determined by the Department" and the subsequent 
renewal must be made in person.  Thereafter every other renewal may be processed by 
mail to assure that the applicant must appear in person every ten (10) years for the 
purpose of obtaining a new photograph. 
 
   (i)  Except as provided in this subsection, a renewal fee of Forty 
Dollars ($40.00) shall also be submitted along with costs for processing the fingerprints; 
 
   (ii)  Honorably retired law enforcement officers, disabled veterans, 
active duty members of the Armed Forces of the United States and law enforcement 
officers employed with a law enforcement agency of a municipality, county or state at the 
time of renewal, shall be exempt from the renewal fee; and 
 
   (iii)  The renewal fee for a Mississippi resident aged sixty-five (65) 
years of age or older shall be Twenty Dollars ($20.00). 
 
  (b)  The Department of Public Safety shall forward the full set of fingerprints 
of the applicant to the appropriate agencies for state and federal processing.  The license 
shall be renewed upon receipt of the completed renewal application and appropriate 
payment of fees. 
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  (c)  A licensee who fails to file a renewal application on or before its 
expiration date must renew his license by paying a late fee of Fifteen Dollars ($15.00).  
No license shall be renewed six (6) months or more after its expiration date, and such 
license shall be deemed to be permanently expired.  A person whose license has been 
permanently expired may reapply for licensure; however, an application for licensure and 
fees pursuant to subsection (5) of this section must be submitted, and a background 
investigation shall be conducted pursuant to the provisions of this section. 
 
 (13)  No license issued pursuant to this section shall authorize any person, except 
a law enforcement officer as defined in Section 45-6-3 with a distinct license authorized 
by the Department of Public Safety, to carry a stun gun, concealed pistol or revolver into 
any place of nuisance as defined in Section 95-3-1, Mississippi Code of 1972; any police, 
sheriff or highway patrol station; any detention facility, prison or jail; any courthouse; any 
courtroom, except that nothing in this section shall preclude a judge from carrying a 
concealed weapon or determining who will carry a concealed weapon in his courtroom; 
any polling place; any meeting place of the governing body of any governmental entity; 
any meeting of the Legislature or a committee thereof; any school, college or professional 
athletic event not related to firearms; any portion of an establishment, licensed to dispense 
alcoholic beverages for consumption on the premises, that is primarily devoted to 
dispensing alcoholic beverages; any portion of an establishment in which beer, light spirit 
product or light wine is consumed on the premises, that is primarily devoted to such 
purpose; any elementary or secondary school facility; any junior college, community 
college, college or university facility unless for the purpose of participating in any 
authorized firearms-related activity; inside the passenger terminal of any airport, except 
that no person shall be prohibited from carrying any legal firearm into the terminal if the 
firearm is encased for shipment, for purposes of checking such firearm as baggage to be 
lawfully transported on any aircraft; any church or other place of worship, except as 
provided in Section 45-9-171; or any place where the carrying of firearms is prohibited by 
federal law.  In addition to the places enumerated in this subsection, the carrying of a stun 
gun, concealed pistol or revolver may be disallowed in any place in the discretion of the 
person or entity exercising control over the physical location of such place by the placing 
of a written notice clearly readable at a distance of not less than ten (10) feet that the 
"carrying of a pistol or revolver is prohibited."  No license issued pursuant to this section 
shall authorize the participants in a parade or demonstration for which a permit is required 
to carry a stun gun, concealed pistol or revolver. 
 
 (14)  A law enforcement officer as defined in Section 45-6-3, chiefs of police, 
sheriffs and persons licensed as professional bondsmen pursuant to Chapter 39, Title 83, 
Mississippi Code of 1972, shall be exempt from the licensing requirements of this section. 
 
  (a)  The Commissioner of Public Safety shall promulgate rules and 
regulations to provide licenses to law enforcement officers as defined in Section 45-6-3 
who choose to obtain a license under the provisions of this section, which shall include a 
distinction that the officer is an "active duty" law enforcement officer and an endorsement 
that such officer is authorized to carry in the locations listed in subsection (13).  A law 
enforcement officer shall provide the following information to receive the license described 
in this subsection:  (i) a letter, with the official letterhead of the agency or department for 
which the officer is employed at the time of application and (ii) a letter with the official 
letterhead of the agency or department, which explains that such officer has completed a 
certified law enforcement training academy. 
 
  (b)  The licensing requirements of this section do not apply to the carrying 
by any person of a stun gun, pistol or revolver, knife, or other deadly weapon that is not 
concealed as defined in Section 97-37-1. 
 
 (15)  Any person who knowingly submits a false answer to any question on an 
application for a license issued pursuant to this section, or who knowingly submits a false 
document when applying for a license issued pursuant to this section, shall, upon 
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conviction, be guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be punished as provided in Section 
99-19-31, Mississippi Code of 1972. 
 
 (16)  All fees collected by the Department of Public Safety pursuant to this section 
shall be deposited into a special fund hereby created in the State Treasury and shall be 
used for implementation and administration of this section.  After the close of each fiscal 
year, the balance in this fund shall be certified to the Legislature and then may be used 
by the Department of Public Safety as directed by the Legislature. 
 
 (17)  All funds received by a sheriff or police chief pursuant to the provisions of this 
section shall be deposited into the general fund of the county or municipality, as 
appropriate, and shall be budgeted to the sheriff's office or police department as 
appropriate. 
 
 (18)  Nothing in this section shall be construed to require or allow the registration, 
documentation or providing of serial numbers with regard to any stun gun or firearm. 
 
 (19)  Any person holding a valid unrevoked and unexpired license to carry stun 
guns, concealed pistols or revolvers issued in another state shall have such license 
recognized by this state to carry stun guns, concealed pistols or revolvers.  The 
Department of Public Safety is authorized to enter into a reciprocal agreement with 
another state if that state requires a written agreement in order to recognize licenses to 
carry stun guns, concealed pistols or revolvers issued by this state. 
 
 (20)  The provisions of this section shall be under the supervision of the 
Commissioner of Public Safety.  The commissioner is authorized to promulgate 
reasonable rules and regulations to carry out the provisions of this section. 
 
 (21)  For the purposes of this section, the term "stun gun" means a portable device 
or weapon from which an electric current, impulse, wave or beam may be directed, which 
current, impulse, wave or beam is designed to incapacitate temporarily, injure, 
momentarily stun, knock out, cause mental disorientation or paralyze. 
 
 (22)  (a)  From and after January 1, 2016, the Commissioner of Public Safety shall 
promulgate rules and regulations which provide that licenses authorized by this section 
for honorably retired law enforcement officers and honorably retired correctional officers 
from the Mississippi Department of Corrections shall (i) include the words "retired law 
enforcement officer" on the front of the license, and (ii) unless the licensee chooses to 
have this license combined with a driver's license or identification card under subsection 
(25) of this section, that the license itself have a red background to distinguish it from other 
licenses issued under this section. 
 
  (b)  An honorably retired law enforcement officer and honorably retired 
correctional officer shall provide the following information to receive the license described 
in this section:  (i) a letter, with the official letterhead of the agency or department from 
which such officer is retiring, which explains that such officer is honorably retired, and (ii) 
a letter with the official letterhead of the agency or department, which explains that such 
officer has completed a certified law enforcement training academy. 
 
 (23)  A disabled veteran who seeks to qualify for an exemption under this section 
shall be required to provide a veterans health services identification card issued by the 
United States Department of Veterans Affairs indicating a service-connected disability, 
which shall be sufficient proof of such service-connected disability. 
 
 (24)  A license under this section is not required for a loaded or unloaded pistol or 
revolver to be carried upon the person in a sheath, belt holster or shoulder holster or in a 
purse, handbag, satchel, other similar bag or briefcase or fully enclosed case if the person 
is not engaged in criminal activity other than a misdemeanor traffic offense, is not 
otherwise prohibited from possessing a pistol or revolver under state or federal law, and 
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is not in a location prohibited under subsection (13) of this section.  However, the medical 
use of medical cannabis by a cardholder who is a registered qualifying patient which is 
lawful under the provisions of the Mississippi Medical Cannabis Act and in compliance 
with rules and regulations adopted thereunder shall not disqualify a person under this 
subsection (24) solely because the person is prohibited from possessing a firearm under 
18 USCS Section 922(g)(3) due to such medical use of medical cannabis. 
 
 * * * 
 
 SECTION 10. Section 63-1-34, Mississippi Code of 1972, which requires the 
Commissioner of Public Safety to prepare and make available assistive videotapes for 
reading impaired applicants, is repealed.  
 
 SECTION 11.  This act shall take effect and be in force from and after July 1, 2025, 
and shall stand repealed on June 30, 2025. 
 
 Further, amend by striking the title in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 
 
 
 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 63-1-1, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO REVISE 
THE TITLE OF THE HIGHWAY SAFETY PATROL AND DRIVER'S LICENSE LAW OF 
1938; TO AMEND SECTION 63-1-3, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO DEFINE THE 
TERM "SYSTEM OF RECORD"; TO AMEND SECTION 63-1-15, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 
1972, TO REQUIRE LICENSE EXAMINERS TO INPUT EACH REJECTED AND 
ACCEPTED APPLICATION INTO THE SYSTEM OF RECORD; TO AMEND SECTION 
63-1-16, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO DELETE THE REQUIREMENT THAT THE 
"WAIT ANYWHERE APPOINTMENT" PROGRAM BE MADE AVAILABLE ON THE 
DRIVER SERVICE BUREAU'S WEBSITE; TO AMEND SECTION 63-1-17, MISSISSIPPI 
CODE OF 1972, TO UPDATE CERTAIN LANGUAGE RELATED TO RECORDKEEPING; 
TO AMEND SECTION 63-1-45, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO REVISE THE 
MECHANISMS FOR KEEPING RECORDS OF ALL FUNDS RECEIVED FROM 
APPLICANTS; TO REQUIRE LICENSE EXAMINERS TO RETAIN A RECORD OF ALL 
FUNDS RECEIVED FROM APPLICANTS UPON DIGITAL RECORD OR ACCOUNTING 
SYSTEMS AS PRESCRIBED AND FURNISHED BY THE DEPARTMENT; TO PROVIDE 
THAT FUNDS RECEIVED FROM AN APPLICATION SHALL BE SUBJECT TO AUDIT AT 
ANY TIME BY THE DEPARTMENT; TO REQUIRE THAT THE APPLICATIONS BE 
DIGITIZED AND STORED IN THE SYSTEM OF RECORD; TO AMEND SECTION 
63-1-51, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO DELETE THE REQUIREMENT THAT THE 
COMMISSIONER OF PUBLIC SAFETY BE LOCATED IN JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI; TO 
AMEND SECTION 63-1-52, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO REVISE THE METHOD 
OF SERVICE FOR NOTICES OF SUSPENSION, CANCELLATION OR REVOCATION; 
TO REPEAL SECTION 63-1-34, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, WHICH REQUIRES THE 
COMMISSIONER OF PUBLIC SAFETY TO PREPARE AND MAKE AVAILABLE 
ASSISTIVE VIDEOTAPES FOR READING IMPAIRED APPLICANTS; TO AMEND 
SECTION 45-9-101, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO DELETE THE AUTHORITY OF 
THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY TO PLACE CERTAIN ENDORSEMENTS ON 
DRIVER'S LICENSES OR IDENTIFICATION CARDS; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 
 

__________ 
 
 Senator Suber called up the following House Amendment to S. B. No. 2280 and 
moved that the Senate do concur in the Amendment: 
 
 AMENDMENT NO. 1: 
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 AMEND on line 92 by striking the language ", and shall stand repealed on June 30, 
2025". 
 
 
 YEAS AND NAYS.  The yeas and nays being taken, the Senate concurred in the 
foregoing House Amendment to S. B. No. 2280 by the following vote: 
 
 Yeas--Barnett, Blackmon, Blount, Boyd, Bryan, Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, 
DeLano, Fillingane, Harkins, Hickman, Jackson, Johnson, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, 
Michel, Norwood, Parks, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, 
Thomas, Wiggins.  Total--29. 
 Nays--Barrett, Berry, Blackwell, DeBar, England, Frazier, Hopson, Jordan, 
McLendon, McMahan, Parker, Seymour, Simmons D. T. (12th), Tate, Thompson, Whaley, 
Williams, Younger.  Total--18. 
 Absent and those not voting--Turner-Ford.  Total--1. 
 Voting Present--Brumfield, Hill, Horhn.  Total--3. 
 Vacancies--1. 

__________ 
 
 Senator Wiggins called up the following House Amendment to S. B. No. 2489 and 
moved that the Senate decline to concur in the Amendment, and invite conference, and 
the motion prevailed. 
 
 AMENDMENT NO. 1: 
 
 Amend by striking all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 
 
 
 SECTION 1.  Section 25-3-43, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 25-3-43.  (1)  When any chancery judge, county judge or circuit judge shall be 
required to travel in the performance of his official duties, such judge shall receive as 
expenses of such travel the mileage allowance and a reimbursement for other actual and 
necessary expenses incurred in such travel as provided for public officers and employees 
in Section 25-3-41, Mississippi Code of 1972.  This shall be the entire travel allowances 
or travel expenses received by such judges. 
 
 (2)  Chancery judges and circuit judges shall direct requests for reimbursement for 
the travel expenses authorized pursuant to this section to the Supreme Court, and the 
Supreme Court shall submit such requests to the Department of Finance and 
Administration. 
 
 (3)  The Supreme Court shall have the power to adopt rules and regulations 
regarding the administration of travel expenses authorized pursuant to this section. 
 
 (4)  In any county in which is located a State Penitentiary, the board of supervisors, 
in order to compensate the justice court judges who are required to travel to the State 
Penitentiary, is authorized to reimburse justice court judges' mileage in the amount 
authorized by Section 25-3-41, but not to exceed One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) per 
month, such monies to be paid from the general county fund of such county. 
 
 (5)  (a)  In addition to the regular salary provided by Section 25-3-35 and the 
mileage reimbursement provided by Section 25-3-41, each Supreme Court Justice and 
each judge of the Court of Appeals shall receive an expense allowance as specified in 
this subsection.  The expense allowance shall be equal to the maximum daily expense 
rate allowable to employees of the federal government for travel in the high-rate 
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geographical area of Jackson, Mississippi, as may be established by federal regulations, 
per day, for each day: 
 
   (i)  While actually attending to judicial duties in Jackson, Mississippi, 
not to exceed twenty (20) days per month; and 
 
   (ii)  While actually attending to judicial duties in any area of the state, 
not to exceed twelve (12) days per month. 
 
  (b)  In no case, shall a justice or judge receive more than twenty (20) days 
in total of an expense allowance authorized under this subsection. 
 
 SECTION 2.  This act shall take effect and be in force from and after July 1, 2025, 
and shall stand repealed June 30, 2025. 
 
 Further, amend by striking the title in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 
 
 
 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 25-3-43, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO 
AUTHORIZE EACH SUPREME COURT JUSTICE AND EACH JUDGE OF THE COURT 
OF APPEALS TO RECEIVE AN EXPENSE ALLOWANCE WHILE ACTUALLY 
ATTENDING JUDICIAL DUTIES IN ANY AREA OF THE STATE FOR A CERTAIN 
AMOUNT OF DAYS; TO PROVIDE THAT NO JUSTICE OR JUDGE SHALL RECEIVE 
AN EXPENSE ALLOWANCE FOR MORE THAN THE CERTAIN AMOUNT OF DAYS 
PREVIOUSLY AUTHORIZED BY LAW; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 

__________ 
 
 Senator Harkins called up the following House Amendment to S. B. No. 2802 and 
moved that the Senate decline to concur in the Amendment, and invite conference, and 
the motion prevailed. 
 
 AMENDMENT NO. 1: 
 
 Amend by striking all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 
 
 
 SECTION 1.  Section 83-1-37, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 83-1-37.  (1)  The Department of Revenue shall pay for credit to a fund known as 
the "Municipal Fire Protection Fund," the sum of * * * Seven Million Five Hundred 
Thousand Dollars ($7,500,000.00) annually out of the insurance premium tax collected 
annually from the taxes levied on the gross premiums on fire insurance policies written on 
properties in this state, under Sections 27-15-103 through 27-15-127.  The State 
Treasurer shall credit this amount to the Municipal Fire Protection Fund.  This fund shall 
be set aside and earmarked for payment to municipalities in this state, as hereinafter 
provided. 
 
 (2)  Using 1990 as a base year, the Department of Revenue shall pay over annually 
to the State Treasurer, for credit to the "Municipal Fire Protection Fund," an amount 
representing * * * ten percent ( * * *10%) of any growth after 1990 of the insurance 
premium tax collected annually from the taxes levied on the gross premium on fire 
insurance policies written on properties in this state, under Sections 27-15-103 through 
27-15-127. 
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 (3)  The fund hereby created and denominated "Municipal Fire Protection Fund" 
shall be apportioned and paid over by the Department of Insurance to the incorporated 
municipalities certified as eligible to participate in the fund by the Commissioner of 
Insurance, and shall be distributed in the following manner annually:  each municipality 
shall be paid Six Thousand Dollars ($6,000.00), with the remainder of the monies to be 
paid on a population basis, to be determined by the most recent federal census.  
Municipalities receiving these funds shall earmark such monies for fire protection services. 
 
 (4)  The amount paid under subsections (1) and (2) of this section to a municipality 
shall be used and expended in accordance with the guidelines established by the 
Commissioner of Insurance authorized by Section 45-11-7, for the training of municipal 
personnel as needed for the adoption of and compliance with the minimum building codes 
as established and promulgated by the Mississippi Building Codes Council, for windstorm 
mitigation programs as approved by the Commissioner of Insurance, and for emergency 
medical service training and equipment as provided by municipal fire protection services.  
A municipality may provide reasonable remuneration to municipal volunteer firefighters in 
accordance with the guidelines established by the Commissioner of Insurance authorized 
by Section 45-11-7. 
 
 (5)  Each municipality shall levy a tax of not less than one-fourth (1/4) mill on all 
property of the municipality or appropriate the avails of not less than one-fourth (1/4) mill 
from the municipality's general fund for fire protection purposes.  Municipalities may allow 
such millage to be collected by the county.  Each municipality shall annually provide the 
Commissioner of Insurance and the State Fire Coordinator on a form provided by the 
State Fire Coordinator a report stating whether the municipality is levied the one-fourth 
(1/4) mill hereby required or in lieu thereof is allowing such millage to be collected by the 
county. 
 
 (6)  The Commissioner of Insurance may promulgate rules and regulations to 
establish guidelines for the use of fire rebate funds. 
 
 SECTION 2.  Section 83-1-39, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 83-1-39.  (1)  The Department of Revenue shall pay over to the State Treasurer, to 
be credited to a fund entitled "County Volunteer Fire Department Fund," the sum of * * * 
Seven Million Five Hundred Thousand Dollars ($7,500,000.00) annually out of the 
insurance premium tax in addition to the amount collected by it under the provisions of 
Section 27-15-103 et seq.  Such funds, hereinafter referred to as insurance rebate 
monies, are hereby earmarked for payment to the various counties of the state and shall 
be paid over to the counties by the Department of Insurance in the following manner:  each 
county shall be paid Thirty Thousand Dollars ($30,000.00), with the remainder of the 
monies to be paid on the basis of the population of each county as it compares to the 
population of participating counties, not counting residents of any municipality.  Such 
insurance rebate monies shall only be distributed to those counties which are in 
compliance with subsections (5) and (6) of this section. 
 
 (2)  Using 1990 as a base year, the Department of Revenue shall pay to the State 
Treasurer, to be credited to the "County Volunteer Fire Department Fund," an amount 
representing * * * ten percent ( * * *10%) of any growth after 1990 of the insurance 
premium tax collected annually from the taxes levied on the gross premium on fire 
insurance policies written on properties in this state, in addition to the amount collected 
by it under Section 27-15-103 et seq. 
 
 (3)  Insurance rebate monies shall be expended by the board of supervisors for fire 
protection purposes of each county for the following categories: 
 
  (a)  For training expenses, including emergency medical services training; 
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  (b)  Purchase of equipment, purchase of fire trucks, repair and refurbishing 
of fire trucks and firefighting equipment, for emergency medical services equipment, and 
capital construction anywhere in the county or pledging as security for a period of not 
more than ten (10) years for such purchases; 
 
  (c)  Purchase of insurance on county-owned firefighting or emergency 
medical services equipment; 
 
  (d)  Fire protection service contracts, including, but not limited to, 
municipalities, legal fire protection districts, and nonprofit corporations providing or 
coordinating fire service or emergency medical services in or out of the county; 
 
  (e)  Appropriations to legal fire protection districts located in counties subject 
to all restrictions applicable to the use of insurance rebate monies; 
 
  (f)  Training of any county personnel as needed for the adoption of and 
compliance with the codes established and promulgated by the Mississippi Building 
Codes Council or for windstorm mitigation programs as approved by the Commissioner 
of Insurance; 
 
  (g)  Any county-owned equipment or other property, at the option of the 
board of supervisors, may be used by any legally created fire department; 
 
  (h)  At the option of the board of supervisors, a county may provide 
reasonable remuneration to volunteer firefighters in accordance with the guidelines 
established by the Commissioner of Insurance authorized by Section 45-11-7; or 
 
  (i)  For any use allowed in accordance with the guidelines as established by 
the Commissioner of Insurance. 
 
 (4)  Insurance rebate monies not expended in a given fiscal year for fire protection 
purposes shall be placed in a special fund with a written plan approved by the 
Commissioner of Insurance for disposition and expenditure of such monies.  After the 
contracts for fire protection services have been approved and accepted by the board of 
supervisors, the monies shall be released to be expended in such manner as provided by 
this section. 
 
 (5)  No county shall receive payments pursuant to this section after July 1, 1988, 
unless such county: 
 
  (a)  Designates a county fire service coordinator who is responsible for 
seeing that standard guidelines established by the Commissioner of Insurance pursuant 
to Section 45-11-7(9), Mississippi Code of 1972, are followed.  The county fire coordinator 
must demonstrate that he possesses fire-related knowledge and experience; 
 
  (b)  Designates one (1) member of the sheriff's department to be the county 
fire investigator and, from and after July 1, 2008, requires the designated member of the 
sheriff's department to attend the State Fire Academy to be trained in arson investigation; 
however, in the event of a loss of the county fire investigator due to illness, death, 
resignation, discharge or other legitimate cause, notice shall be immediately given to the 
Commissioner of Insurance and the county may continue to receive payments on an 
interim basis for a period not to exceed one (1) year; 
 
  (c)  Adheres to the standard guidelines established by the Commissioner of 
Insurance pursuant to Section 45-11-7(9); and 
 
  (d)  Counties shall levy a tax of not less than one-fourth (1/4) mill on all 
property of the county or appropriate avails of not less than one-fourth (1/4) mill from the 
county's general fund for fire protection purposes.  Municipalities making a written 
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declaration to the county that they fund and provide their own fire services shall be 
exempted from this levy.  This levy shall be used for fire protection purposes which include, 
but are not limited to, contracting with any provider of fire protection services. 
 
 (6)  (a)  No funds shall be paid by the county to any provider of fire protection 
services except in accordance with a written contract entered into in accordance with 
guidelines established by the Commissioner of Insurance and properly approved by the 
board of supervisors and Commissioner of Insurance.  No county shall distribute funds to 
any fire service provider which has not met the reporting requirements required by the 
Commissioner of Insurance.  At such time that a fire protection services provider, 
particularly a county volunteer fire department, a municipality or a fire protection district, 
has fulfilled the obligations of the written contract and has met the reporting requirements 
provided for in this subsection and the board of supervisors has received the insurance 
rebate monies, the board of supervisors shall disburse the appropriate amount to the fire 
protection services provider within a reasonable time, not to exceed six (6) weeks, from 
the time such requirements are met.  Insurance rebate monies used for the purposes of 
contracting shall be expended by the fire service provider for capital construction, training 
expenses, purchase of firefighting equipment, including payments on any loans made for 
the purpose of purchasing firefighting equipment, purchase of insurance for any fire 
equipment owned or operated by the provider, and for training and equipment of 
emergency medical services as provided by fire protection services. 
 
  (b)  If the Commissioner of Insurance believes that a county is using the 
funds in a manner not consistent with subsections (5) and (6) of this section, the 
commissioner shall request the State Auditor to conduct an investigation pursuant to 
Section 7-7-211(e). 
 
 (7)  The board of supervisors of any county may contribute funds directly to any 
provider of fire protection services serving such county.  Such contributions must be used 
for fire protection purposes as may be reasonably established by the Commissioner of 
Insurance. 
 
 (8)  Any municipal, county or local water association or other utility district supplying 
water may, upon adoption of a resolution authorizing such action, contribute free of charge 
to a volunteer fire department or fire protection district serving such local government, 
political subdivision or utility district such water as is necessary for firefighting or training 
activities of such volunteer fire department or fire protection district. 
 
 (9)  The board of supervisors of any county may, in its discretion, grade, gravel, 
shell and/or maintain real property of a county volunteer fire department, including roads 
or driveways thereof, as necessary for the effective and safe operation of such county 
volunteer fire department.  Any action taken by the board of supervisors under the 
authority of this subsection shall be spread upon the minutes of the board of supervisors 
when the work is authorized. 
 
 (10)  For the purpose of this section, "fire protection district" means a district 
organized under Section 19-5-151 et seq., or pursuant to any other code section or by 
any local and private act authorizing the establishment of a fire protection district, unless 
the context clearly requires otherwise. 
 
 (11)  The Commissioner of Insurance may promulgate rules and regulations to 
establish guidelines for the use of fire rebate funds. 
 
 SECTION 3.  This act shall take effect and be in force from and after July 1, 2025, 
and shall stand repealed on June 29, 2025. 
 
 Further, amend by striking the title in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 
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 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 83-1-37, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO 
INCREASE THE ANNUAL PAYMENT REQUIRED OF THE DEPARTMENT OF 
REVENUE TO THE CREDIT OF THE MUNICIPAL FIRE PROTECTION FUND; TO 
INCREASE THE PERCENTAGE PAYMENT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE TO 
THE CREDIT OF THE MUNICIPAL FIRE PROTECTION FUND; TO AMEND SECTION 
83-1-39, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO INCREASE THE ANNUAL PAYMENT 
REQUIRED OF THE DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE TO THE CREDIT OF THE COUNTY 
VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT FUND; TO INCREASE THE PERCENTAGE 
PAYMENT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE TO THE CREDIT OF THE COUNTY 
VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT FUND; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 

__________ 
 
 Senator Harkins called up the following House Amendment to S. B. No. 2854 and 
moved that the Senate decline to concur in the Amendment, and invite conference, and 
the motion prevailed. 
 
 AMENDMENT NO. 1: 
 
 Amend by striking all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 
 
 
 SECTION 1.  Section 57-26-1, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 57-26-1.  As used in Sections 57-26-1 through * * * 57-26-7, the following terms 
and phrases shall have the meanings ascribed in this section unless the context clearly 
indicates otherwise: 
 
  (a)  "Approved project costs" means actual costs incurred by an approved 
participant for land acquisition, construction, engineering, design and other costs 
approved by the Mississippi Development Authority relating to a tourism project; however, 
for the purposes of a tourism project described in paragraph (d)(iv) of this section, such 
costs include only those incurred after January 1, 2011, relating to the hotel portion of the 
project consisting of facilities used for lodging and common areas in that portion of the 
project.  All costs must be verified by an independent third party approved by the MDA.  
An approved participant shall pay the costs for the third-party verification of costs.  
Approved project costs may not increase regardless of the actual costs incurred by the 
project. 
 
  (b)  "Approved participant" means a person, corporation or other entity 
issued a certificate by the Mississippi Development Authority under Section 57-26-5. 
 
  (c)  "MDA" means the Mississippi Development Authority. 
 
  (d)  "Tourism project" shall include any of the following as may be approved 
by the MDA: 
 
   (i)  Theme parks, water parks, entertainment parks or outdoor 
adventure parks, cultural or historical interpretive educational centers or museums, motor 
speedways, indoor or outdoor entertainment centers or complexes, convention centers, 
professional sports facilities, spas, attractions created around a natural phenomenon or 
scenic landscape and marinas open to the public with a minimum private investment of 
not less than Ten Million Dollars ($10,000,000.00); 
 
   (ii)  A hotel with a minimum private investment of * * * Fifty Million 
Dollars ($50,000,000.00) in land, buildings, architecture, engineering, fixtures, equipment, 
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furnishings, amenities and other related soft costs approved by the * * * MDA, and having 
a minimum private investment of * * * Two Hundred Fifty Thousand Dollars ($250,000.00) 
per guest room which amount shall be included within the minimum private investment 
of * * * Fifty Million Dollars ($50,000,000.00); 
 
   (iii)  A public golf course with a minimum private investment of Ten 
Million Dollars ($10,000,000.00); 
 
   (iv)  A full-service hotel with a minimum private investment of * * * 
Twenty-five Million Dollars ($25,000,000.00) in land, buildings, architecture, engineering, 
fixtures, equipment, furnishings, amenities and other related soft costs approved by 
the * * * MDA, and having a minimum private investment of * * * Two Hundred Fifty 
Thousand Dollars ($250,000.00) per guest room or suite which amount shall be included 
within the minimum private investment of * * * Twenty-five Million Dollars 
($25,000,000.00), a minimum of twenty-five (25) guest rooms or suites, and guest 
amenities such as restaurants, spas and other amenities as determined by the * * * MDA; 
however, in a county in which the Grammy Museum Mississippi or the Mississippi Arts 
and Entertainment Center is located, in a county in which the Saenger Theater and the 
main campus of a state institution of higher learning are located, and in the downtown 
historic district of the city in which the NWCC Performing Arts Center is located, the 
minimum private investment per guest room or suite shall be * * * Two Hundred Thousand 
Dollars ($200,000.00), which amount shall be included within the minimum private 
investment of * * * Twenty-five Million Dollars ($25,000,000.00); 
 
   (v)  A tourism attraction located within an "entertainment district" as 
defined in Section 17-29-3 that is open to the public, has seating to accommodate at least 
forty (40) persons, is open at least five (5) days per week from at least 6:00 p.m. until 
midnight, serves food and beverages, and provides live entertainment at least three (3) 
nights per week; 
 
   (vi)  A cultural retail attraction; 
 
   (vii)  A tourism attraction located within a historic district where the 
district is listed in the National Register of Historic Places, where the tourism attraction is 
open to the public, has seating to accommodate at least forty (40) persons, is open at 
least five (5) days per week from at least 6:00 p.m. until midnight, serves food and 
beverages, and provides live entertainment at least three (3) nights per week; 
 
   (viii)  A tourism attraction, located in a county bordered by the 
Mississippi River and including Interstate 69 and U.S. Highways 3, 4 and 61, with a 
minimum investment of One Hundred Million Dollars ($100,000,000.00) and subject to an 
urban renewal plan that redevelops two (2) hotels, a golf course and clubhouse, a 
shooting range and a convention center and develops an entertainment center and 
waterpark, together with other attraction-related amenities, on an area not less than two 
thousand (2,000) acres. 
 
 The term "tourism project" does not include any licensed gaming establishment 
owned, leased or controlled by a business, corporation or entity having a gaming license 
issued under Section 75-76-1 et seq.; however, the term "tourism project" may include a 
project described in this paragraph (d) that is owned, leased or controlled by such a 
business, corporation or entity or in which the business, corporation or entity has a direct 
or indirect financial interest if the project is in excess of development that the State Gaming 
Commission requires for the issuance or renewal of a gaming license and is not part of a 
licensed gaming establishment in which gaming activities are conducted. 
 
 The term "tourism project" does not include any facility within the project whose 
primary business is retail sales or any expansions of existing projects; however, pro 
shops, souvenir shops, gift shops, concessions and similar retail activities, and cultural 
retail attractions may be included within the definition of the term "tourism project."  In 
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addition, retail activities, regardless of whether the primary business is retail sales, that 
are part of a resort development may be included within the definition of "tourism project." 
 
  (e)  "Resort development" means a travel destination development with a 
minimum private investment of * * * Two Hundred Million Dollars ($200,000,000.00) and 
which consists of (i) a hotel with a minimum of two hundred (200) guest rooms or suites 
and having a minimum private investment of Two Hundred Thousand Dollars 
($200,000.00) per guest room or suite, and (ii) guest amenities such as restaurants, golf 
courses, spas, fitness facilities, entertainment activities and other amenities as 
determined by the MDA.  Not more than an amount equal to * * * thirty percent (30%) of 
the private investment required by this paragraph may be expended on facilities to house 
retail activity. 
 
  (f)  "Cultural retail attraction" means a project which combines destination 
shopping with cultural or historical interpretive elements specific to Mississippi with a 
minimum private investment of Fifty Million Dollars ($50,000,000.00) in land, buildings, 
architecture, engineering, fixtures, equipment, furnishings, amenities and other related 
soft costs approved by the * * * MDA and which: 
 
   (i)  Is located in a qualified resort area as defined in Section 67-1-5; 
 
   (ii)  Is a part of a master-planned development with a total investment 
of not less than One Hundred Million Dollars ($100,000,000.00) in land, buildings, 
architecture, engineering, fixtures, equipment, furnishings, amenities and other related 
soft costs approved by the * * * MDA; 
 
   (iii)  Has a minimum of fifty (50) retail tenants with a minimum of three 
hundred thousand (300,000) square feet of heated and cooled space; and 
 
   (iv)  Has a minimum investment of One Million Dollars 
($1,000,000.00) in one or more of the following: 
 
    1.  Art created by Mississippi artists or portraying themes 
specific to Mississippi; 
 
    2.  Memorabilia, signage or historical markers which serve to 
promote the State of Mississippi; 
 
    3.  Audio/visual equipment used to showcase Mississippi 
artists; 
 
    4.  A minimum of one thousand two hundred fifty (1,250) 
square feet of heated and cooled space available to the * * * MDA or its assignee for a 
period of not less than ten (10) years. 
 
  (g)  "Retail activity" means businesses whose inventory consists primarily of 
upscale name brands or their equivalent as determined by the MDA. 
 
  (h)  "State" means the State of Mississippi. 
 
 SECTION 2.  Section 57-26-7, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 57-26-7.  The MDA shall not approve any application submitted after June 30, * * * 
2027, pursuant to Section 57-26-5 for a project that includes any resort development. 
 
 SECTION 3.  This act shall take effect and be in force from and after July 1, 2025, 
and shall stand repealed on June 30, 2025. 
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 Further, amend by striking the title in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 
 
 
 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 57-26-1, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO 
REVISE THE DEFINITIONS OF "TOURISM PROJECT" AND "RESORT 
DEVELOPMENT" TO INCREASE THE MINIMUM PRIVATE INVESTMENT AMOUNTS 
REQUIRED UNDER THE TOURISM PROJECT INCENTIVE PROGRAM; TO 
DECREASE THE PERCENTAGE OF THE PRIVATE INVESTMENT AMOUNT 
REQUIRED FOR RESORT DEVELOPMENTS THAT MAY BE EXPENDED ON 
FACILITIES TO HOUSE RETAIL ACTIVITY; TO AMEND SECTION 57-26-7, 
MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO REAUTHORIZE THE MISSISSIPPI DEVELOPMENT 
AUTHORITY TO APPROVE APPLICATIONS FOR PROJECTS THAT INCLUDE 
RESORT DEVELOPMENTS, AND TO EXTEND THE APPLICATION DEADLINE TO 
JUNE 30, 2027; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 

__________ 
 
 Senator Wiggins called up the following House Amendment to S. B. No. 2886 and 
moved that the Senate decline to concur in the Amendment, and invite conference, and 
the motion prevailed. 
 
 AMENDMENT NO. 1: 
 
 Amend by striking all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 
 
 
 SECTION 1.  (1)  The Domestic Violence Fatality Review Board ("board") is 
established within the State Department of Health ("department") to review the deaths 
resulting from domestic violence incidents and establish strategies to prevent domestic 
violence fatalities.  For the purpose of this section, the term "domestic violence" has the 
meaning as defined in Section 97-3-7. 
 
 (2)  The board shall be multidisciplinary and be composed of the following members 
appointed by the State Health Officer: 
 
  (a)  One (1) survivor of domestic abuse;  
 
  (b)  A licensed physician or nurse with experience in conducting forensics 
examinations of victims of domestic violence; 
 
  (c)  A licensed mental health professional who is knowledgeable concerning 
impact of domestic violence on mental health in Mississippi;  
 
  (d)  A licensed social worker from the Department of Child Protection 
Services;  
 
  (e)  A county prosecutor;  
 
  (f)  A coroner or medical examiner;  
 
  (g)  A representative from the Department of Public Safety;  
 
  (h)  A representative from the Bureau of Victim Assistance within the Attorney 
General's Office;  
 
  (i)  The team coordinator employed under subsection (3) of this section. 
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 (2)  The members of the board shall serve for terms of four (4) years.  The chairman 
of the board shall be elected every two (2) years by the membership of the board.  The 
board shall develop and implement such procedures and policies necessary for its 
operation, including providing the necessary data, information and resources to ensure 
successful completion of the ongoing review required by this section, and information 
storage and deletion.   
 
 (3)  The department shall be responsible for the general administration of the 
activities of the board and shall employ or contract with a coordinator and designate other 
staff as necessary to provide administrative support for the board.  The coordinator shall: 
 
  (a)  Gather, store, and distribute the necessary records and information for 
investigations made available to the board; 
 
  (b)  Ensure timely notification of the board members of upcoming meetings; 
 
  (c)  Ensure that all board reporting and data collection requirements are met; 
 
  (d)  Oversee adherence to the review process established by this section 
and the protocols developed by the board; and 
 
  (e)  Perform such other duties as the board deems appropriate. 
 
 (4)  The board may invite other individuals to participate with the board on an ad 
hoc basis for a particular investigation.  Such individuals may include those with expertise 
that would aid in the investigation and representatives from organizations or agencies that 
had contact with, or provide services to, the decedent victim or associated victim, and 
families of the decedent victim or associated victim and perpetrator.  If the domestic 
violence death occurred on tribal lands or if the domestic violence death involves a 
member of a federally recognized Indian tribe, additional agencies and tribal 
representatives may be invited to participate.  The board shall require any person 
appearing before it to sign a confidentiality agreement to ensure confidentiality.  The board 
may consult and share information with the Child Death Review Panel created by Section 
41-111-1 and the Maternal Mortality Review Committee created by Section 41-112-1 when 
the decedent victim or any associated victim is also the subject of an investigation of a 
child death or investigation of a maternal death. 
 
 (5)  The review of a domestic violence fatality by the board  shall involve a review 
of existing records, documents, and other information regarding the decedent victim and 
perpetrator from relevant agencies, professionals, providers of health care, and family and 
household members of the decedent victim or perpetrator.  The records to be reviewed 
shall include: Protection orders; dissolution, mediation, custody, and support agreements 
and related court records; medical records; mental health records; therapy records; 
autopsy reports; birth and death certificates; court records, including juvenile cases and 
dismissed criminal cases; social services records, including juvenile records; educational 
records; emergency medical services records; Department of Corrections information and 
records; parole and probation information and records; law enforcement agency 
investigative information and reports; and any other information considered relevant by 
the board. 
 
 (6)  The board shall submit a report once annually to the Chairmen of the House 
Public Health and Human Services Committee and the Senate Public Health and Welfare 
Committee concerning its activities and the incidents of domestic violence fatalities within 
the state.  The report is due on or before December 1 of each year.  The report shall 
include the number, causes and relevant demographic information on domestic violence 
fatalities in Mississippi, identifiable trends in domestic violence fatalities in the state, and 
appropriate policy and systems recommendations to the Legislature on how to most 
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Legislature, health care providers and facilities, key government agencies, and others 
necessary to reduce the rate of domestic violence fatalities.  
 
 SECTION 2.  Section 25-41-3, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 25-41-3.  For purposes of this chapter, the following words shall have the meaning 
ascribed herein, to wit: 
 
  (a)  "Public body" means any executive or administrative board, commission, 
authority, council, department, agency, bureau or any other policymaking entity, or 
committee thereof, of the State of Mississippi, or any political subdivision or municipal 
corporation of the state, whether the entity be created by statute or executive order, which 
is supported wholly or in part by public funds or expends public funds, and any standing, 
interim or special committee of the Mississippi Legislature.  The term "public body" 
includes the governing board of a charter school authorized by the Mississippi Charter 
School Authorizer Board and the board of trustees of a community hospital as defined in 
Section 41-13-10.  The term "public body" includes the Mississippi Lottery Corporation.  
There shall be exempted from the provisions of this chapter: 
 
   (i)  The judiciary, including all jury deliberations; 
 
   (ii)  Law enforcement officials; 
 
   (iii)  The military; 
 
   (iv)  The State Probation and Parole Board; 
 
   (v)  The Workers' Compensation Commission; 
 
   (vi)  Legislative subcommittees and legislative conference 
committees; 
 
   (vii)  The arbitration council established in Section 69-3-19; 
 
   (viii)  License revocation, suspension and disciplinary proceedings 
held by the Mississippi State Board of Dental Examiners; * * * 
 
   (ix)  Hearings and meetings of the Board of Tax Appeals and of the 
hearing officers and the board of review of the Department of Revenue as provided in 
Section 27-77-15; and 
 
   (x)  The Domestic Violence Fatality Review Board established under 
Section 1 of this act. 
 
  (b)  "Meeting" means an assemblage of members of a public body at which 
official acts may be taken upon a matter over which the public body has supervision, 
control, jurisdiction or advisory power, including an assemblage through the use of video 
or teleconference devices that conforms to Section 25-41-5. 
 
 SECTION 3.  This act shall take effect and be in force from and after July 1, 2025. 
 
 Further, amend by striking the title in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 
 
 
 AN ACT TO CREATE THE DOMESTIC VIOLENCE FATALITY REVIEW BOARD 
WITHIN THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH TO REVIEW THE DEATHS 
RESULTING FROM DOMESTIC VIOLENCE INCIDENTS AND ESTABLISH 
STRATEGIES TO PREVENT DOMESTIC VIOLENCE FATALITIES; TO PROVIDE FOR 
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THE MEMBERS OF THE BOARD TO BE APPOINTED BY THE STATE OFFICER; TO 
PROVIDE THAT THE DEPARTMENT SHALL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE GENERAL 
ADMINISTRATION OF THE ACTIVITIES OF THE BOARD AND SHALL EMPLOY OR 
CONTRACT WITH A COORDINATOR AND DESIGNATE OTHER STAFF AS 
NECESSARY TO PROVIDE ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT FOR THE BOARD; TO 
PRESCRIBE THE DUTIES OF THE COORDINATOR; TO AUTHORIZE THE BOARD TO 
INVITE OTHER INDIVIDUALS TO PARTICIPATE WITH THE BOARD ON AN AD HOC 
BASIS FOR A PARTICULAR INVESTIGATION; TO PROVIDE WHAT THE REVIEW OF A 
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE FATALITY BY THE BOARD WILL INVOLVE, INCLUDING THE 
TYPES OF RECORDS THAT ARE TO BE REVIEWED; TO DIRECT THE BOARD TO 
SUBMIT A REPORT EVERY TWO YEARS TO THE HOUSE AND SENATE PUBLIC 
HEALTH COMMITTEES CONCERNING ITS ACTIVITIES AND THE INCIDENTS OF 
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE FATALITIES WITHIN THE STATE, WHICH SHALL INCLUDE 
THE NUMBER, CAUSES AND RELEVANT DEMOGRAPHIC INFORMATION ON 
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE FATALITIES IN MISSISSIPPI, IDENTIFIABLE TRENDS IN 
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE FATALITIES IN THE STATE, AND APPROPRIATE POLICY AND 
SYSTEMS RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE LEGISLATURE ON HOW TO MOST 
EFFECTIVELY DIRECT STATE RESOURCES TO REDUCE THE NUMBER OF 
PREVENTABLE DOMESTIC VIOLENCE FATALITIES IN THE STATE; TO PROVIDE 
THAT DATA FOR THE BOARD'S REVIEW AND REPORTING SHALL BE PROVIDED TO 
THE BOARD BY AGENCIES, OFFICIALS AND HEALTH CARE PROVIDERS HAVING 
INFORMATION NECESSARY FOR THE BOARD TO CARRY OUT ITS DUTIES; TO 
REQUIRE PHYSICIANS, HOSPITALS AND PHARMACIES TO PROVIDE 
REASONABLE ACCESS TO THE BOARD TO ALL RELEVANT MEDICAL RECORDS 
ASSOCIATED WITH A CASE UNDER REVIEW BY THE BOARD; TO PROVIDE 
IMMUNITY TO PHYSICIANS, HOSPITALS AND PHARMACIES PROVIDING ACCESS 
TO THOSE RECORDS IN GOOD FAITH; TO REQUIRE ANY PERSON HAVING 
RECORDS OR OTHER INFORMATION RELEVANT TO THE BOARD'S REVIEW OF A 
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE FATALITY TO PROVIDE THOSE RECORDS OR 
INFORMATION WHEN REQUESTED BY THE BOARD; TO PROVIDE FOR 
CONFIDENTIALITY AND PROHIBITIONS ON DISCLOSURE OR ADMISSIBILITY AS 
EVIDENCE IN ANY PROCEEDING OF ALL INFORMATION, RECORDS AND OTHER 
DATA COLLECTED BY THE BOARD; TO PROVIDE THAT ALL PROCEEDINGS AND 
ACTIVITIES OF THE BOARD, OPINIONS OF MEMBERS OF THE BOARD FORMED AS 
A RESULT OF THOSE PROCEEDINGS AND ACTIVITIES, AND RECORDS OBTAINED, 
CREATED OR MAINTAINED BY THE BOARD ARE CONFIDENTIAL AND ARE NOT 
SUBJECT TO THE MISSISSIPPI PUBLIC RECORDS ACT; TO AUTHORIZE THE 
BOARD TO COMPILE REPORTS OF AGGREGATED, NONINDIVIDUALLY 
IDENTIFIABLE DATA ON A ROUTINE BASIS FOR DISTRIBUTION IN AN EFFORT TO 
FURTHER STUDY THE CAUSES AND PROBLEMS ASSOCIATED WITH DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE FATALITIES; TO AMEND SECTION 25-41-3, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, 
TO EXEMPT THE BOARD FROM THE OPEN MEETINGS ACT; AND FOR RELATED 
PURPOSES. 
 
 

__________ 
 
 Senator Wiggins called up the following House Amendment to S. B. No. 2899 and 
moved that the Senate do concur in the Amendment: 
 
 AMENDMENT NO. 1: 
 
 Amend by striking all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 
 
 
 SECTION 1.  Section 9-13-19, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 



SENATE JOURNAL 
MONDAY, MARCH 10, 2025 

 

1276 

 9-13-19.  (1)  Court reporters for circuit and chancery courts * * * shall be paid an 
annual salary payable by the Administrative Office of Courts not to exceed * * * Fifty-nine 
Thousand Four Hundred Dollars ($59,400.00) for court reporters with five (5) years' 
experience or less; not to exceed * * * Seventy Thousand Two Hundred Dollars 
($70,200.00) for court reporters who have more than five (5) years' experience but less 
than ten (10) years; and not to exceed * * * Seventy-six Thousand Eight Hundred Dollars 
($76,800.00) for court reporters who have ten (10) years or more experience.  No amount 
of the increase in the maximum salary authorized by this section shall be paid from the 
State General Fund.  The board of supervisors of any county is authorized to pay its court 
reporters the applicable amount of the maximum salary authorized by this section.  In 
addition, any court reporter performing the duties of a court administrator in the same 
judicial district in which the person is employed as a court reporter may be paid additional 
compensation for performing the court administrator duties.  The annual amount of the 
additional compensation shall be set by vote of the judges and chancellors for whom the 
court administrator duties are performed, with consideration given to the number of hours 
per month devoted by the court reporter to performing the duties of a court administrator.  
The additional compensation shall be submitted to the Administrative Office of Courts for 
approval. 
 
 (2)  The several counties in each respective court district shall transfer from the 
general funds of those county treasuries to the Administrative Office of Courts a 
proportionate amount to be paid toward the annual compensation of the court reporter, 
including any additional compensation paid for the performance of court administrator 
duties.  The amount to be paid by each county shall be determined by the number of 
weeks in which court is held in each county in proportion to the total number of weeks 
court is held in the district.  For purposes of this section, the term "compensation" means 
the gross salary plus all amounts paid for benefits, or otherwise, as a result of employment 
or as required by employment, but does not include transcript fees otherwise authorized 
to be paid by or through the counties.  However, only salary earned for services rendered 
shall be reported and credited for retirement purposes.  Amounts paid for transcript fees, 
benefits or otherwise, including reimbursement for travel expenses, shall not be reported 
or credited for retirement purposes. 
 
 For example, if there are thirty-eight (38) scheduled court weeks in a particular 
district, a county in which court is scheduled five (5) weeks out of the year would have to 
pay five-thirty-eighths (5/38) of the total annual compensation. 
 
 (3)  The salary and any additional compensation for the performance of court 
administrator duties shall be paid in twelve (12) installments on the last working day of 
each month after it has been duly authorized by the appointing judge or chancellor and 
an order duly placed on the minutes of the court.  Each county shall transfer to the 
Administrative Office of Courts one-twelfth (1/12) of the amount required to be paid 
pursuant to subsection (2) of this section by the twentieth day of each month for the salary 
that is to be paid on the last working day of the month.  The Administrative Office of Courts 
shall pay to the court reporter the total amount of salary due for that month.  Any county 
may pay, in the discretion of the board of supervisors, by the twentieth day of January of 
any year, the amount due for a full twelve (12) months. 
 
 (4)  From and after October 1, 1996, all circuit and chancery court reporters will be 
employees of the Administrative Office of Courts. 
 
 (5)  No circuit or chancery court reporter shall be entitled to any compensation for 
any special or extended term of court after passage of this section. 
 
 (6)  No chancery or circuit court reporter shall practice law in the court within which 
he or she is the court reporter. 
 
 (7)  Notwithstanding the Rules and Regulations Governing Certified Court 
Reporters, an official court reporter may engage in freelance reporting activities as long 
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as the matter at issue is not under the jurisdiction of the court in which the official court 
reporter is appointed.  An official court reporter who does not have delinquent work from 
the court of appointment and whose attendance is not required in the court of appointment 
shall not be prohibited from engaging in freelance reporting activities as provided by this 
subsection.  Travel expenses for freelance reporting activities nor any other expenses 
related to such activities shall be paid or otherwise reimbursed to any court reporter from 
the court, Administrative Office of Courts or governmental entity that employs the court 
reporter full time.  No government owned equipment may be used at any time by any court 
reporter while engaging in freelance reporting activities. 
 
 ( * * *8)  For all travel required in the performance of official duties, the circuit or 
chancery court reporter shall be paid mileage by the county in which the duties were 
performed at the same rate as provided for state employees in Section 25-3-41.  The court 
reporter shall file in the office of the clerk of the court which he serves a certificate of 
mileage expense incurred during that term and payment of such expense to the court 
reporter shall be paid on allowance by the judge of such court. 
 
 SECTION 2.  This act shall take effect and be in force from and after July 1, 2025. 
 
 Further, amend by striking the title in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 
 
 
 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 9-13-19, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO 
REQUIRE COURT REPORTERS FOR CIRCUIT AND CHANCERY COURTS TO BE 
PAID AN ANNUAL SALARY; TO INCREASE THE AUTHORIZED ANNUAL SALARY FOR 
COURT REPORTERS; TO PROVIDE THAT NOTWITHSTANDING THE RULES AND 
REGULATIONS GOVERNING CERTIFIED COURT REPORTERS, AN OFFICIAL 
COURT REPORTER MAY ENGAGE IN FREELANCE REPORTING ACTIVITIES AS 
LONG AS THE MATTER AT ISSUE IS NOT UNDER THE JURISDICTION OF THE 
COURT IN WHICH THE OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER IS APPOINTED; TO PROVIDE 
THAT AN OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER WHO DOES NOT HAVE DELINQUENT WORK 
FROM THE COURT OF APPOINTMENT AND WHOSE ATTENDANCE IS NOT 
REQUIRED IN THE COURT OF APPOINTMENT SHALL NOT BE PROHIBITED FROM 
ENGAGING IN FREELANCE REPORTING ACTIVITIES; AND FOR RELATED 
PURPOSES. 
 
 YEAS AND NAYS.  The yeas and nays being taken, the Senate concurred in the 
foregoing House Amendment to S. B. No. 2899 by the following vote: 
 
 Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan, 
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins, 
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, 
McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Parks, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, 
Seymour, Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, 
Thompson, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger.  Total--50. 
 Nays--None. 
 Absent and those not voting--Turner-Ford.  Total--1. 
 Vacancies--1. 
 

__________ 
 
 Senator Parker called up the following entitled bill: 
 
 H. B. No. 1194: Water authority; authorize conversion of for-profit entity formed 
solely to comply with federal or state order to. 
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 YEAS AND NAYS On H. B. No. 1194.  On motion of Senator Parker, the rules were 
suspended, the bill considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and nays 
being taken, it passed, title standing as stated, by the following vote: 
 
 Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan, 
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins, 
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, 
McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Parks, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, 
Seymour, Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, 
Thompson, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger.  Total--50. 
 Nays--None. 
 Absent and those not voting--Turner-Ford.  Total--1. 
 Vacancies--1. 
 

__________ 
 
 Senator Wiggins called up the following entitled bill: 
 
 H. B. No. 1451: Clerks in youth court; remove prohibition against receiving 
compensation for attending youth court. 
 
 YEAS AND NAYS On H. B. No. 1451.  On motion of Senator Wiggins, the rules 
were suspended, the bill considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and 
nays being taken, it passed, title standing as stated, by the following vote: 
 
 Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan, 
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins, 
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, 
McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Parks, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, 
Seymour, Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, 
Thompson, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger.  Total--50. 
 Nays--None. 
 Absent and those not voting--Turner-Ford.  Total--1. 
 Vacancies--1. 
 

__________ 
 
 Senator Boyd called up the following entitled bill: 
 
 H. B. No. 1193: Public K-12 and Postsecondary schools; prohibit DEI statements 
and practices. 
 
 
 Senator McCaughn offered the following COMMITTEE AMENDMENT NO. 1. 
 
 Amend by striking all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 
 
 
 SECTION 1.  This act shall be known and may be cited as the "Requiring Efficiency 
For Our Colleges and Universities System and Education System (REFOCUSES) Act." 
 
 SECTION 2.  The purpose of this act is to prohibit institutions of higher learning, 
community colleges and public schools from taking certain actions and engaging in 
discriminatory practices.  This act seeks to ensure that employment, academic 
opportunities and student engagement are based solely on individual merit, qualifications 
and academic performance, without consideration of an individual's views on diversity, 
equity and inclusion. 
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 SECTION 3.  (1)  For the purposes of this section, the following words shall have 
the meanings ascribed herein unless the context clearly requires otherwise: 
 
  (a)  "Diversity, equity and inclusion" shall mean: 
 
   (i)  Any effort to select or influence the composition of the faculty or 
student body by favoring applicants based on race, sex, color, or ethnicity, apart from 
ensuring colorblind and sex-neutral admissions and hiring in accordance with state and 
federal antidiscrimination laws; 
 
   (ii)  Any effort to promote differential treatment of or provide special 
benefits to individuals in employment or admissions based on race, color, or ethnicity; 
 
   (iii)  Any effort to promote or promulgate policies and procedures 
designed or implemented to favor individuals based on race, color or ethnicity, except as 
otherwise permitted in state and federal law; 
 
   (iv)  Any effort to require trainings, programming, or activities 
designed and\or implemented to compel participants to change their beliefs with reference 
to race, color, ethnicity, gender identity, or sexual orientation; and 
 
   (v)  Any effort to promote as the official position of the public school, 
administration, college, university, or any administrative unit thereof, a position that: 
 
    1.  One (1) race, sex, color, ethnicity, gender identity or sexual 
orientation is inherently superior to another sex, color, ethnicity, gender identity or sexual 
orientation; 
 
    2.  An individual by virtue of his or her race, sex, color, ethnicity, 
gender identity or sexual orientation is inherently oppressive to others whether 
consciously or unconsciously; 
 
    3.  An individual should be discriminated against or treated 
adversely solely because of his or her race, sex, color, ethnicity, gender identity or sexual 
orientation; 
 
    4.  An individual by virtue of his or her race, sex, color, ethnicity, 
gender identity or sexual orientation bears responsibility for actions committed in the past 
by like individuals; or 
 
    5.  Requires adherence to the social construction and 
malleability of sex and gender, gender-neutral pronouns, deconstruction of 
heteronormativity and sexual privilege. 
 
  (b)  "Diversity, equity and inclusion office" means an office, division or other 
unit of an institution of higher learning, community college or public school established for 
the purpose of: 
 
   (i)  Promoting hiring decisions or employment practices at the 
institution, college or public school that favor individuals based on race, sex, color, 
ethnicity, gender identity or sexual orientation other than through the use of color-blind 
and sex-neutral hiring processes in accordance with any applicable state and federal 
antidiscrimination laws; 
 
   (ii)  Promoting differential treatment of or providing special benefits to 
favor individuals in admissions and hiring based on race, sex, color, ethnicity, gender 
identity or sexual orientation; 
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   (iii)  Promoting policies or procedures designed or implemented to 
favor individuals based on race, sex, color, ethnicity, gender identity or sexual orientation, 
other than policies or procedures approved in writing by the institution, college or public 
school's legal counsel for the sole purpose of ensuring compliance with any applicable 
court order or state or federal law; or 
 
   (iv)  Conducting trainings, programs or activities designed or 
implemented to favor individuals based on race, color, sex, ethnicity, gender identity or 
sexual orientation, other than trainings, programs or activities  approved in writing by the 
institution, college or public school's legal counsel for the sole purpose of ensuring 
compliance with any applicable court order or state or federal law. 
 
  (c)  "Institution of higher learning" or "institution" means any one of the 
following, as stipulated in Section 37-101-1: 
 
   (i)  The University of Mississippi; 
 
   (ii)  Mississippi State University of Agriculture and Applied Science; 
 
   (iii)  Mississippi University for Women; 
 
   (iv)  The University of Southern Mississippi; 
 
   (v)  Delta State University; 
 
   (vi)  Alcorn State University; 
 
   (vii)  Jackson State University; 
 
   (viii)  Mississippi Valley State University; and 
 
   (ix)  Any other of like kind which may be hereafter established by the 
state. 
 
  (d)  "Community college" or "college" means any one (1) of the following: 
 
   (i)  Coahoma Community College; 
 
   (ii)  Copiah-Lincoln Community College; 
 
   (iii)  East Central Community College; 
 
   (iv)  East Mississippi Community College; 
 
   (v)  Hinds Community College; 
 
   (vi)  Holmes Community College; 
 
   (vii)  Itawamba Community College; 
 
   (viii)  Jones College; 
 
   (ix)  Meridian Community College; 
 
   (x)  Mississippi Delta Community College; 
 
   (xi)  Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College; 
 
   (xii)  Northeast Mississippi Community College; 
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   (xiii)  Northwest Mississippi Community College; 
 
   (xiv)  Pearl River Community College; and 
 
   (xv)  Southwest Mississippi Community College. 
 
  (e)  "Public school" means an early education, elementary or secondary 
school governmental entity under the exercise and management of a local school 
governing board, established to supervise one or more public schools within its 
geographical limits pursuant to state statutes.  The terms also include: 
 
   (i)  Agricultural high schools; 
 
   (ii)  The Mississippi School for the Deaf and Blind, under the 
governing authority of the State Board of Education; 
 
   (iii)  The Mississippi School of the Arts, under the governing authority 
of the State Board of Education; 
 
   (iv)  The Mississippi School for Mathematics and Science, under the 
governing authority of the State Board of Education; and 
 
   (v)  Public charter schools. 
 
  (f)  "Board" or "boards" means either the Board of Trustees of State 
Institutions of Higher Learning, the Mississippi Community College Board, the Mississippi 
State Board of Education, or the Mississippi Charter School Authorizer Board, or all of 
them, as applicable. 
 
 (2)  The Board of Trustees of State Institutions of Higher Learning, the Mississippi 
Community College Board, the Mississippi State Board of Education and the Mississippi 
Charter School Authorizer Board shall ensure that each institution, college and public 
school, as applicable: 
 
  (a)  Does not expend any funds derived from government appropriations, 
deposits, donations, endowments, fees, grants, gifts, income, receipts, tuition or any other 
source, except as required by federal law, to: 
 
   (i)  Establish or maintain a diversity, equity and inclusion office as 
defined in subsection (1)(b) of this section; 
 
   (ii)  Hire or assign an employee of the institution, college or public 
school or contract with a third party to perform the duties of a diversity, equity and inclusion 
office; 
 
   (iii)  Compel, require, induce or solicit any person to provide a 
diversity, equity and inclusion statement or give preferential consideration in hiring or 
admission to any person based on the provision of a diversity, equity and inclusion 
statement; 
 
   (iv)  Give preference based on race, sex, color, ethnicity, gender 
identity or sexual orientation to an applicant for employment, or when awarding a contract 
at the institution, college or public school; 
 
   (v)  Require, as a condition of enrolling at, accepting employment 
with, or being awarded a contract at an institution, college or public school, or as a 
requirement of continuing enrollment, employment or contractual obligation at an 
institution, college or public school, any person to participate in diversity, equity and 
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inclusion training, which includes a training, program or activity designed or implemented 
to favor one (1) individual over another based on race, color, ethnicity, gender identity or 
sexual orientation, unless approved in writing by the institution, college or public school's 
legal counsel and either the Board of Trustees of State Institutions of Higher Learning, the 
Mississippi Community College Board, the Mississippi State Board of Education, or the 
Mississippi Charter School Authorizer Board, as applicable, for the sole purpose of 
ensuring compliance with any applicable court order or state or federal law; and  
 
   (vi)  Penalize or discriminate against a student, employee or 
contractor on the basis of their refusal to support, believe, endorse, embrace, confess, act 
upon or otherwise assent to a diversity equity or inclusion concept as set forth in this 
section (3). 
 
  (b)  Within one hundred twenty (120) days of the effective date of this act, 
the Board of Trustees of State Institutions of Higher Learning, the Mississippi Community 
College Board, the State Board of Education and the Mississippi Charter School 
Authorizer Board shall adopt a complaint process, investigative procedures, and all other 
policies, procedures and penalties for appropriately investigating and disciplining an 
employee, contractor, institution, college or public school that engages in conduct in 
violation of paragraph (a) of this subsection. 
 
 (3)  (a)  A person may file a complaint with the Board of Trustees of State Institutions 
of Higher Learning, Mississippi Community College Board, Mississippi State Board of 
Education or Mississippi Charter School Authorizer Board, as applicable, of a violation or 
potential violation of this section by an institution, college or public school under the 
boards' purview.  Any person under eighteen (18) years of age may bring an action at any 
time to assert a violation of this section through a parent, guardian or next friend and may 
bring an action in his or her own name upon reaching the age of eighteen (18) years. 
 
  (b)  The respective board shall investigate the reported violation or potential 
violation under the board's procedures as established in subsection (2)(b) of this section 
and make a finding within forty-five (45) days and report that finding to the person making 
the complaint and to the institution, college, or public school that is the subject of the 
investigation. 
 
 (4)  (a)  If any person, parent, guardian or next friend making a complaint under 
subsection (3) of this section is aggrieved by the action or inaction of the respective board, 
he or she may notify the Attorney General of a violation or potential violation of this section 
by an institution, college or public school by forwarding the Attorney General the complaint 
filed with the respective board along with the decision of the board and any supporting 
documentation. 
 
  (b)  After receipt of such notification, the attorney general may file suit for a 
writ of mandamus compelling an institution, college or public school to comply with this 
subsection if the Attorney General finds substantial and compelling evidence the violation 
occurred or is occurring. 
 
 (5)  A person filing a complaint with any board is limited to any student enrolled in 
a degree program at an institution, college or public school, any faculty or staff member 
of an institution, college or public school, any contractor of an institution, college or public 
school, or any parent, guardian or next friend of a minor student who has allegedly been 
harmed by the institution, college or public school's failure to comply with this act. 
 
 (6)  Within one hundred twenty (120) days of the effective date of this act, the 
boards shall transmit a copy of all requirements adopted in subsection (2)(b) of this section 
to the Lieutenant Governor and the Speaker of the House.  Additionally, the boards shall 
include a plan detailing the methods they will use to provide notification of the policy to 
students, employees, parents, guardians and next friends.  
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 (7)  Beginning in 2026, by July 30 of each year, each institution, college or public 
school shall submit to their respective boards an annual report summarizing all reported 
incidents and the dispositions of those investigations and violations.  By October 30 of 
each year, each board shall prepare a report that compiles the reports from each 
institution, college and public school and makes recommendations for any proposed 
changes to this act and submit it to the Legislature.  The Legislature may call a 
representative of each board to testify before the standing legislative committees with 
primary jurisdiction over higher education and education, as applicable, at a public hearing 
of the committees regarding the boards' compliance with this section. 
 
 (8)  Nothing in this section may be construed to limit or prohibit an institution, 
college or public school, or an employee of such, from submitting to a grantor or 
accrediting body a statement that certifies compliance with controlling state and federal 
antidiscrimination laws for purposes of applying for a grant or from complying with the 
terms of accreditation by an accrediting body. 
 
 (9)  Subsection (2)(a) of this section may not be construed to apply to and/or 
prohibit: 
 
  (a)  Programs for Military Veterans, students with disabilities or students 
presently or formerly under a child protective services order; 
 
  (b)  Scholarly research or a creative work by students, faculty or staff at an 
institution, college or public school or the dissemination of that work; 
 
  (c)  An activity of a registered student organization, guest speaker or 
performer at an institution, college or public school; 
 
  (d)  A policy, practice, procedure, program or activity to enhance student 
academic achievement, academic course instruction, academic coursework or 
postgraduate outcomes that is designed and implemented without regard to race, sex, 
color, ethnicity, gender identity or sexual orientation; 
 
  (e)  Data collection; 
 
  (f)  Student recruitment; 
 
  (g)  Programs, campus activities or certifications for compliance with state 
and federal laws or applicable court order; 
 
  (h)  An institution, college or public school from requiring or taking action 
against a student, employee or contractor for failing to comply with federal or state law; 
 
  (i)  Discussing pathological approaches or experience with students with 
mental or physical disabilities; or 
 
  (j)  Affirming fidelity to and providing an oath to uphold the constitution and 
the laws of the State of Mississippi and the United States. 
 
 SECTION 4.  Section 79-11-711, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 79-11-711.  (1)  If the donor consents in a record, an institution may release or 
modify, in whole or in part, a restriction contained in a gift instrument on the management, 
investment, or purpose of an institutional fund.  A release or modification may not allow a 
fund to be used for a purpose other than a charitable purpose of the institution. 
 
 (2)  The court, upon application of an institution, may modify a restriction contained 
in a gift instrument regarding the management or investment of an institutional fund if the 
restriction has become impracticable or wasteful, if it impairs the management or 
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investment of the fund, or if, because of circumstances not anticipated by the donor, a 
modification of a restriction will further the purposes of the fund.  To the extent practicable, 
any modification must be made in accordance with the donor's probable intention. 
 
 (3)  If a particular charitable purpose or a restriction contained in a gift instrument 
on the use of an institutional fund becomes unlawful, impracticable, impossible to achieve, 
or wasteful, the court, upon application of an institution, may modify the purpose of the 
fund or the restriction on the use of the fund in a manner consistent with the charitable 
purposes expressed in the gift instrument. 
 
 (4)  An application to the court under subsection (2) or (3) of this section shall be 
made in the name of the institution to the chancery court of the county in which the 
principal activities of the institution are conducted. 
 
 (5)  Not withstanding any other provision of law, if a restriction contained in a gift 
instrument to an institution of higher learning unlawfully includes a restriction based on 
race, color or ethnicity, the institution may, without application to the court, modify or omit 
a restriction so that the gift instrument does not include any unlawful restrictions. 
 
 SECTION 5.  This act shall take effect and be in force from and after passage. 
 
 Further, amend by striking the title in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 
 
 
 AN ACT TO ENACT THE "REQUIRING EFFICIENCY FOR OUR COLLEGES AND 
UNIVERSITIES SYSTEM AND EDUCATION SYSTEM (REFOCUSES) ACT"; TO 
ESTABLISH THE PURPOSE OF THIS ACT; TO DEFINE TERMS; TO PROHIBIT PUBLIC 
INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER LEARNING, COMMUNITY COLLEGES AND PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS FROM ESTABLISHING OR MAINTAINING A DIVERSITY, EQUITY AND 
INCLUSION OFFICE; TO ENSURE UNIVERSITIES, COLLEGES AND PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS TREAT EACH STUDENT, FACULTY, AND STAFF MEMBER FAIRLY; TO 
REQUIRE UNIVERSITIES, COLLEGES AND PUBLIC SCHOOLS TO ESTABLISH A 
REPORTING PROCESS FOR VIOLATIONS OF THIS ACT; TO GIVE THE OFFICE OF 
THE ATTORNEY GENERAL CERTAIN ENFORCEMENT POWERS; TO REQUIRE 
UNIVERSITIES, COLLEGES AND PUBLIC SCHOOLS TO MAKE A FULL REPORT OF 
VIOLATIONS AT THEIR UNIVERSITY, COLLEGE OR PUBLIC SCHOOL TO THEIR 
RESPECTIVE GOVERNING BOARDS; TO REQUIRE THE GOVERNING BOARDS TO 
MAKE FURTHER REPORTS TO THE LEGISLATURE; TO AMEND SECTION 79-11-711, 
MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO ALLOW INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER LEARNING TO 
MODIFY OR OMIT UNLAWFUL RESTRICTIONS TO GIFT INSTRUMENTS; AND FOR 
RELATED PURPOSES. 
 
 
 
 Committee Amendment No. 1 to H. B. No. 1193 was adopted. 
 
 
 
 President Pro Tempore Kirby yielded the gavel to President Hosemann, who 
presided over the Senate. 
 
 
 
 YEAS AND NAYS On H. B. No. 1193.  On motion of Senator McCaughn, the rules 
were suspended, the bill considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and 
nays being taken, it passed as amended, title standing as stated, by the following vote: 
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 Yeas--Barrett, Berry, Blackwell, Boyd, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, 
England, Fillingane, Harkins, Hill, Hopson, Johnson, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, 
McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Parker, Parks, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, Seymour, Sparks, 
Tate, Thompson, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger.  Total--34. 
 Nays--Barnett, Blackmon, Blount, Brumfield, Butler, Frazier, Hickman, Horhn, 
Jackson, Jordan, Norwood, Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Thomas.  Total--
14. 
 Absent and those not voting--Bryan.  Total--1. 
 Vacancies--1. 
 
 Senator Suber, who would have voted yea on H. B. No. 1193, announced a pair 
with Senator Turner-Ford, who would have voted nay. 

__________ 
 
 Senator Michel called up the following entitled bill: 
 
 H. B. No. 1567: Fire trucks and fire funds; bring forward code sections related to. 
 
 Senator Michel offered the following AMENDMENT NO. 1. 
 
 AMEND on line 821 by striking "30" and inserting in lieu thereof "29" 
 
 
 
 Amendment No. 1 to H. B. No. 1567 was adopted. 
 
 YEAS AND NAYS On H. B. No. 1567.  On motion of Senator Michel, the rules were 
suspended, the bill considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and nays 
being taken, it passed as amended, title standing as stated, by the following vote: 
 
 Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan, 
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins, 
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, 
McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Parks, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, 
Seymour, Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, 
Thompson, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger.  Total--50. 
 Nays--None. 
 Absent and those not voting--Turner-Ford.  Total--1. 
 Vacancies--1. 
 

__________ 
 
 Senator Wiggins called up the following entitled bill: 
 
 H. B. No. 1459: CCID; authorize Supreme Court Justice to appoint full-time and 
part-time judges. 
 
 Senator Wiggins offered the following COMMITTEE AMENDMENT NO. 1. 
 
 AMEND on line 47 by restoring the deleted language. 
 
 
 
 Committee Amendment No. 1 to H. B. No. 1459 was adopted. 
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 YEAS AND NAYS On H. B. No. 1459.  On motion of Senator Wiggins, the rules 
were suspended, the bill considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and 
nays being taken, it passed as amended, title standing as stated, by the following vote: 
 
 Yeas--Barrett, Berry, Blackwell, Boyd, Bryan, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, 
DeLano, England, Fillingane, Harkins, Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Johnson, Kirby, 
Ladner, McCaughn, McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Parker, Parks, Polk, Rhodes, 
Robinson, Seymour, Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thompson, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, 
Younger.  Total--38. 
 Nays--Barnett, Blackmon, Blount, Brumfield, Butler, Frazier, Jackson, Jordan, 
Norwood, Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Thomas.  Total--12. 
 Absent and those not voting--Turner-Ford.  Total--1. 
 Vacancies--1. 

__________ 
 
 
 
 
 Senator Wiggins called up the following entitled bill: 
 
 H. B. No. 1509: District Attorneys; revise salaries to certain amount below 
chancery and circuit courts. 
 
 Senator Wiggins offered the following AMENDMENT NO. 1. 
 
 AMEND on line 140 by striking "30" and inserting in lieu thereof "29" 
 
 
 
 Amendment No. 1 to H. B. No. 1509 was adopted. 
 
 YEAS AND NAYS On H. B. No. 1509.  On motion of Senator Wiggins, the rules 
were suspended, the bill considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and 
nays being taken, it passed as amended, title standing as stated, by the following vote: 
 
 Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan, 
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins, 
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, 
McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Parks, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, 
Seymour, Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, 
Thompson, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger.  Total--50. 
 Nays--None. 
 Absent and those not voting--Turner-Ford.  Total--1. 
 Vacancies--1. 
 

__________ 
 
 Senator Bryan called up the following entitled bill: 
 
 H. B. No. 1123: Pharmacy benefit managers and pharmacy services 
administrative organizations; provide certain regulations for. 
 
 Senator Bryan offered the following COMMITTEE AMENDMENT NO. 1. 
 
 Amend by striking all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 
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 SECTION 1.  Section 73-21-151, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 73-21-151.  Sections 73-21-151 through * * * 73-21-169 shall be known as the 
"Pharmacy Benefit Prompt Pay Act." 
 
 SECTION 2.  Section 73-21-153, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 73-21-153.  For purposes of Sections 73-21-151 through * * * 73-21-169, the 
following words and phrases shall have the meanings ascribed herein unless the context 
clearly indicates otherwise: 
 
  (a)  "Board" means the * * * Mississippi Board of Pharmacy. 
 
  (b)  "Clean claim" means a completed billing instrument, paper or electronic, 
received by a pharmacy benefit manager from a pharmacist or pharmacies or the insured, 
which is accepted and payment remittance advice is provided by the pharmacy benefit 
manager.  A clean claim includes resubmitted claims with previously identified deficiencies 
corrected. 
 
  ( * * *c)  "Commissioner" means the Mississippi Commissioner of Insurance. 
 
  ( * * *d)  "Day" means a calendar day, unless otherwise defined or limited. 
 
  ( * * *e)  "Electronic claim" means the transmission of data for purposes of 
payment of covered prescription drugs, other products and supplies, and pharmacist 
services in an electronic data format specified by a pharmacy benefit manager and 
approved by the department.  
 
  ( * * *f)  "Electronic adjudication" means the process of electronically 
receiving * * * and reviewing an electronic claim and either accepting and providing 
payment remittance advice for the electronic claim or rejecting * * * the electronic claim. 
 
  ( * * *g)  "Enrollee" means an individual who has been enrolled in a 
pharmacy benefit management plan or health insurance plan. 
 
  ( * * *h)  "Health insurance plan" means benefits consisting of prescription 
drugs, other products and supplies, and pharmacist services provided directly, through 
insurance or reimbursement, or otherwise and including items and services paid for as 
prescription drugs, other products and supplies, and pharmacist services under any 
hospital or medical service policy or certificate, hospital or medical service plan contract, 
preferred provider organization agreement, or health maintenance organization contract 
offered by a health insurance issuer. 
 
  (i)  "Network pharmacy" means a pharmacy licensed by the board and 
provides pharmacy services to Mississippi consumers and has a contract with a pharmacy 
benefit manager to provide covered drugs at a negotiated reimbursement rate. 
 
  (j)  "Payment remittance advice" means the claim detail that the pharmacy 
receives when successfully processing an electronic or paper claim.  The claim detail shall 
contain, but is not limited to: 
 
   (i)  The amount that the pharmacy benefit manager will reimburse for 
product ingredient; and 
 
   (ii)  The amount that the pharmacy benefit manager will reimburse for 
product dispensing fee; and 
 
   (iii)  The amount that the pharmacy benefit manager dictates the 
patient must pay. 
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  (k)  "Pharmacist" and "pharmacy" shall have the same definition as provided 
in Section 73-21-73.  
 
  (* * *l)  "Pharmacy benefit manager" * * * means an entity that provides 
pharmacy benefit management services. * * *  The term "pharmacy benefit manager" shall 
not include: 
 
   (i)  An insurance company unless the insurance company is providing 
services as a pharmacy benefit manager * * *, in which case the insurance company shall 
be subject to Sections 73-21-151 through * * * 73-21-169 only for those pharmacy benefit 
manager services * * *; and 
 
   (ii)  The Mississippi Division of Medicaid or its contractors when 
performing pharmacy benefit manager services for the Division of Medicaid. 
 
  ( * * *m)  "Pharmacy benefit manager affiliate" means * * * an entity that 
directly or indirectly, * * * owns or controls, is owned or controlled by, or is under common 
ownership or control with a pharmacy benefit manager. 
 
  ( * * *n)  "Pharmacy benefit management plan" * * * means an arrangement 
for the delivery of pharmacist's services in which a pharmacy benefit manager undertakes 
to administer the payment or reimbursement of any of the costs of pharmacist's services, 
drugs or devices. 
 
 * * * 
 
  (o)  "Pharmacy benefit management services" shall include, but is not limited 
to, the following services, which may be provided either directly or through outsourcing or 
contracts: 
 
   (i)  Adjudicate drug claims or any portion of the transaction. 
 
   (ii)  Contract with retail and mail pharmacy networks. 
 
   (iii)  Establish payment levels for pharmacies. 
 
   (iv)  Develop formulary or drug list of covered therapies. 
 
   (v)  Provide benefit design consultation. 
 
   (vi)  Manage cost and utilization trends. 
 
   (vii)  Contract for manufacturer rebates. 
 
   (viii)  Provide fee-based clinical services to improve member care. 
 
   (ix)  Third-party administration. 
 
   (x)  Sponsoring or providing cash discount cards as defined in Section 
83-9-6.1, and also electronic discount cards. 
 
  (p)  "Pharmacist services" means products, goods and services, or any 
combination of products, goods and services, provided as part of the practice of 
pharmacy. 
 
  (q)  "Pharmacy services administrative organization" or "PSAO" means any 
entity that contracts with a pharmacy or pharmacist to assist with third-party payor 
interactions and that may provide a variety of other administrative services, including, but 
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not limited to, contracting with third-party payers or pharmacy benefit managers on behalf 
of pharmacies and providing pharmacies or pharmacists with credentialing, billing, audit, 
general business and analytic support. 
 
  ( * * *r)  "Plan sponsors" means the employers, insurance companies, 
unions and health maintenance organizations that contract, either directly or indirectly, 
with a pharmacy benefit manager for delivery of prescription drugs and/or services. 
 
  (s)  "Proprietary information" means information on pricing, costs, revenue, 
taxes, market share, negotiating strategies, customers and personnel that is held by a 
pharmacy benefit manager, drug manufacturer or PSAO and used for its business 
purposes. 
 
  (t)  "Rebate" means any and all payments and price concessions that accrue 
to a pharmacy benefit manager or its plan sponsor client, directly or indirectly, including 
through an affiliate, subsidiary, third party or intermediary, including off-shore group 
purchasing organizations, from a pharmaceutical manufacturer, its affiliate, subsidiary, 
third party or intermediary, including, but not limited, to payments, discounts, 
administration fees, credits, incentives or penalties associated directly or indirectly in any 
way with claims administered on behalf of a plan sponsor. 
 
  (u)  "Spread pricing" means any amount charged or claimed by a pharmacy 
benefit manager or PSAO in excess of the ingredient cost for a dispensed prescription 
drug plus dispensing fee paid directly or indirectly to any pharmacy, pharmacist or other 
provider on behalf of the health benefit plan, less a pharmacy benefit management or 
PSAO fee. 
 
  ( * * *v)  "Uniform claim form" means a form prescribed by rule by the * * * 
board; however, for purposes of Sections 73-21-151 through * * * 73-21-169, the board 
shall adopt the same definition or rule where the State Department of Insurance has 
adopted a rule covering the same type of claim.  The board may modify the terminology 
of the rule and form when necessary to comply with the provisions of Sections 73-21-151 
through * * * 73-21-169. 
 
  (w)  "Wholesale acquisition cost" means the wholesale acquisition cost of 
the drug as defined in 42 USC§ 1395w-3a(c)(6)(B). 
 
 SECTION 3.  Section 73-21-155, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 73-21-155.  (1)  Reimbursement under a contract to a pharmacist or pharmacy for 
prescription drugs and other products and supplies that is calculated according to a 
formula that uses Medi-Span, Gold Standard or a nationally recognized reference that has 
been approved by the board in the pricing calculation shall use the most current reference 
price or amount in the actual or constructive possession of the pharmacy benefit manager, 
its agent, or any other party responsible for reimbursement for prescription drugs and 
other products and supplies on the date of electronic adjudication or on the date of service 
shown on the nonelectronic claim. 
 
 (2)  Pharmacy benefit managers, their agents and other parties responsible for 
reimbursement for prescription drugs and other products and supplies shall be required 
to update the nationally recognized reference prices or amounts used for calculation of 
reimbursement for prescription drugs and other products and supplies no less than every 
three (3) business days. 
 
 (3)  (a)  All benefits payable under a pharmacy benefit management plan shall be 
paid within seven (7) days after receipt of due written proof of a clean claim where claims 
are submitted electronically, and shall be paid within thirty-five (35) days after receipt of 
due written proof of a clean claim where claims are submitted in paper format.  Benefits 
due under the plan and claims are overdue if not paid within seven (7) days or thirty-five 
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(35) days, whichever is applicable, after the pharmacy benefit manager receives a clean 
claim containing necessary information essential for the pharmacy benefit manager to 
administer preexisting condition, coordination of benefits and subrogation provisions 
under the plan sponsor's health insurance plan.  A "clean claim" means a * * * completed 
billing instrument, paper or electronic, received by a pharmacy benefit manager from a 
pharmacist or pharmacies or the insured, which is accepted and payment remittance 
advice is provided by the pharmacy benefit manager.  A clean claim includes resubmitted 
claims with previously identified deficiencies corrected. 
 
  (b)  A clean claim does not include any of the following: 
 
   (i)  A duplicate claim, which means an original claim and its duplicate 
when the duplicate is filed within thirty (30) days of the original claim; 
 
   (ii)  Claims which are submitted fraudulently or that are based upon 
material misrepresentations; 
 
   (iii)  Claims that require information essential for the pharmacy benefit 
manager to administer preexisting condition, coordination of benefits or subrogation 
provisions under the plan sponsor's health insurance plan; or 
 
   (iv)  Claims submitted by a pharmacist or pharmacy more than thirty 
(30) days after the date of service; if the pharmacist or pharmacy does not submit the 
claim on behalf of the insured, then a claim is not clean when submitted more than thirty 
(30) days after the date of billing by the pharmacist or pharmacy to the insured. 
 
  (c)  Not later than seven (7) days after the date the pharmacy benefit 
manager actually receives an electronic claim, the pharmacy benefit manager shall pay 
the appropriate benefit in full, or any portion of the claim that is clean, and notify the 
pharmacist or pharmacy (where the claim is owed to the pharmacist or pharmacy) of the 
reasons why the claim or portion thereof is not clean and will not be paid and what 
substantiating documentation and information is required to adjudicate the claim as clean.  
Not later than thirty-five (35) days after the date the pharmacy benefit manager actually 
receives a paper claim, the pharmacy benefit manager shall pay the appropriate benefit 
in full, or any portion of the claim that is clean, and notify the pharmacist or pharmacy 
(where the claim is owed to the pharmacist or pharmacy) of the reasons why the claim or 
portion thereof is not clean and will not be paid and what substantiating documentation 
and information is required to adjudicate the claim as clean.  Any claim or portion thereof 
resubmitted with the supporting documentation and information requested by the 
pharmacy benefit manager shall be paid within twenty (20) days after receipt. 
 
 (4)  If the board finds that any pharmacy benefit manager, agent or other party 
responsible for reimbursement for prescription drugs and other products and supplies has 
not paid ninety-five percent (95%) of clean claims as defined in subsection (3) of this 
section received from all pharmacies in a calendar quarter, he shall be subject to 
administrative penalty of not more than Twenty-five Thousand Dollars ($25,000.00) to be 
assessed by the State Board of Pharmacy. 
 
  (a)  Examinations to determine compliance with this subsection may be 
conducted by the board.  The board may contract with qualified impartial outside sources 
to assist in examinations to determine compliance.  The expenses of any such 
examinations shall be paid by the pharmacy benefit manager examined. 
 
  (b)  Nothing in the provisions of this section shall require a pharmacy benefit 
manager to pay claims that are not covered under the terms of a contract or policy of 
accident and sickness insurance or prepaid coverage. 
 
  (c)  If the claim is not denied for valid and proper reasons by the end of the 
applicable time period prescribed in this provision, the pharmacy benefit manager must 
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pay the pharmacy (where the claim is owed to the pharmacy) or the patient (where the 
claim is owed to a patient) interest on accrued benefits at the rate of one and one-half 
percent (1-1/2%) per month accruing from the day after payment was due on the amount 
of the benefits that remain unpaid until the claim is finally settled or adjudicated.  
Whenever interest due pursuant to this provision is less than One Dollar ($1.00), such 
amount shall be credited to the account of the person or entity to whom such amount is 
owed. 
 
  (d)  Any pharmacy benefit manager and a pharmacy may enter into an 
express written agreement containing timely claim payment provisions which differ from, 
but are at least as stringent as, the provisions set forth under subsection (3) of this section, 
and in such case, the provisions of the written agreement shall govern the timely payment 
of claims by the pharmacy benefit manager to the pharmacy.  If the express written 
agreement is silent as to any interest penalty where claims are not paid in accordance 
with the agreement, the interest penalty provision of subsection (4)(c) of this section shall 
apply.  
 
  (e)  The State Board of Pharmacy may adopt rules and regulations 
necessary to ensure compliance with this subsection. 
 
 (5)  (a)  For purposes of this subsection (5), "network pharmacy" means a * * * 
pharmacy licensed by the board and provides pharmacy services to Mississippi 
consumers and has a contract with a pharmacy benefit manager to provide covered drugs 
at a negotiated reimbursement rate.  A network pharmacy or pharmacist may decline to 
provide a brand name drug, multisource generic drug, or service, if the network pharmacy 
or pharmacist is paid less than that network pharmacy's acquisition cost for the product.  
If the network pharmacy or pharmacist declines to provide such drug or service, the 
pharmacy or pharmacist shall provide the customer with adequate information as to where 
the prescription for the drug or service may be filled. 
 
  (b)  The State Board of Pharmacy shall adopt rules and regulations 
necessary to implement and ensure compliance with this subsection, including, but not 
limited to, rules and regulations that address access to pharmacy services in rural or 
underserved areas in cases where a network pharmacy or pharmacist declines to provide 
a drug or service under paragraph (a) of this subsection.  The board shall promulgate the 
rules and regulations required by this paragraph (b) not later than October 1, 2016. 
 
 (6)  A pharmacy benefit manager shall not directly or indirectly retroactively deny 
or reduce a claim or aggregate of claims after the claim or aggregate of claims has been 
adjudicated. 
 
 SECTION 4.  Section 73-21-156, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 73-21-156.  (1) As used in this section, the following terms shall be defined as 
provided in this subsection: 
 
  (a) "Maximum allowable cost list" means a listing of drugs or other 
methodology used by a pharmacy benefit manager, directly or indirectly, setting the 
maximum allowable payment to a pharmacy or pharmacist for a generic drug, brand-name 
drug, biologic product or other prescription drug.  The * * * "maximum allowable cost list" 
utilized by a pharmacy benefit manager shall comply with Section 73-21-155 and 
includes * * * any * * * term that a pharmacy benefit manager or a health care insurer may 
use to establish reimbursement rates to a pharmacist or pharmacy for pharmacist 
services. 
 
  (b) "Pharmacy acquisition cost" means the amount that a pharmaceutical 
wholesaler charges for a pharmaceutical product as listed on the pharmacy's billing 
invoice. 
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 (2)  Before a pharmacy benefit manager places or continues a particular drug on a 
maximum allowable cost list, the drug: 
 
  (a)  If the drug is a generic equivalent drug product as defined in Section 
73-21-73, shall be listed as therapeutically equivalent and pharmaceutically equivalent "A" 
or "B" rated in the United States Food and Drug Administration's most recent version of 
the "Orange Book" or "Green Book" or have an NR or NA rating by Medi-Span, Gold 
Standard, or a similar rating by a nationally recognized reference approved by the board; 
 
  (b)  Shall be available for purchase by each pharmacy in the state from 
national or regional wholesalers operating in Mississippi; and 
 
  (c)  Shall not be obsolete. 
 
 (3)  A pharmacy benefit manager shall: 
 
  (a)  Provide access to its maximum allowable cost list to each pharmacy 
subject to the maximum allowable cost list; 
 
  (b)  Update its maximum allowable cost list on a timely basis, but in no event 
longer than three (3) calendar days; and 
 
  (c)  Provide a process for each pharmacy subject to the maximum allowable 
cost list to receive prompt notification of an update to the maximum allowable cost list. 
 
 (4)  A pharmacy benefit manager shall: 
 
  (a)  Provide a reasonable administrative appeal procedure to allow 
pharmacies to challenge * * * reimbursements made * * * for a specific drug or drugs as: 
 
   (i)  Not meeting the requirements of this section; or 
 
   (ii)  Being below the pharmacy acquisition cost. 
 
  (b)  The reasonable administrative appeal procedure shall include the 
following: 
 
   (i)  A * * * direct telephone number, email address and website for the 
purpose of submitting administrative appeals; 
 
   (ii)  The website of the pharmacy benefit manager shall include easily 
accessible administrative appeal instructions, including listing any required information to 
be submitted by pharmacies for the purpose of submitting administrative appeals; 
 
   ( * * *iii)  The ability to submit an administrative appeal or a claim 
appeal report for multiple claims directly to the pharmacy benefit manager * * * or through 
a * * * PSAO; and 
 
   ( * * *iv)  A period of no less than thirty (30) * * * days to file an 
administrative appeal. 
 
  (c)  The pharmacy benefit manager shall respond to the challenge under 
paragraph (a) of this subsection (4) within thirty (30) * * * days after receipt of the 
challenge. 
 
  (d)  If a challenge is made under paragraph (a) of this subsection (4), the 
pharmacy benefit manager shall within thirty (30) * * * days after receipt of the challenge 
either: 
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   (i) * * *  Uphold the appeal * * * and adjust the reimbursement paid to 
the pharmacist or pharmacy to no less than the pharmacy acquisition cost, as documented 
on the pharmacist’s or pharmacy’s billing invoice, or as provided in the claim appeal report, 
and make the * * * adjustment effective for each * * * pharmacy that filed a claim for that 
NDC on the same day of service and was reimbursed at or below the challenged rate; or 
 
   (ii) * * *  Deny the appeal * * * and provide the * * * reason for the 
denial in writing to the pharmacist or pharmacy. 
 
  (e)  The board may adopt rules and regulations necessary to ensure 
compliance with this subsection. 
 
 (5)  A pharmacy benefit manager shall not deny an appeal submitted pursuant to 
subsection (4) of this section based upon an existing contract with the pharmacy that 
provides for a reimbursement rate lower than the pharmacy acquisition cost. 
 
 (6)  A pharmacy or pharmacist that belongs to a PSAO shall be provided a true and 
correct copy of any contract and contract amendment that the PSAO enters into with a 
pharmacy benefit manager or third-party payer on the pharmacy's or pharmacist's behalf. 
 
 ( * * *7) * * *  A pharmacy benefit manager shall not reimburse a pharmacy or 
pharmacist in the state an amount less than the amount that the pharmacy benefit 
manager reimburses a pharmacy benefit manager affiliate for providing the same * * * 
drug or drugs. * * *  The reimbursement amount for such drug or drugs shall be calculated 
on a per unit basis based on the same brand and generic product identifier or brand and 
generic code number. 
 
 SECTION 5.  Section 73-21-157, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 73-21-157.  (1)  Before beginning to do business as a pharmacy benefit manager 
or PSAO, a pharmacy benefit manager or PSAO shall obtain a license to do business 
from the board.  To obtain a license, the applicant shall submit an application to the board 
on a form to be prescribed by the board.  This license shall be renewed annually.  
 
 (2)  When applying for a license or renewal of a license, each pharmacy benefit 
manager * * * or PSAO shall file * * * with the board * * *: 
 
  (a)  A copy of a certified audit report, if the pharmacy benefit manager has 
been audited by a certified public accountant within the last twenty-four (24) months; or 
 
  ( * * *b)  If the pharmacy benefit manager has not been audited in the last 
twenty-four (24) months, a financial statement of the organization, including its balance 
sheet and income statement for the preceding year which shall be verified by at least two 
(2) principal officers; and 
 
  ( * * *c)  Any other information relating to the operations of the pharmacy 
benefit manager required by the board * * *. 
 
 ( * * *3)  (a)  Any information required to be submitted to the board pursuant to 
licensure application that is considered proprietary by a pharmacy benefit manager or 
PSAO shall be marked as confidential when submitted to the board.  All such information 
shall not be subject to the provisions of the federal Freedom of Information Act or the 
Mississippi Public Records Act and shall not be released by the board unless subject to 
an order from a court of competent jurisdiction.  The board shall destroy or delete or cause 
to be destroyed or deleted all such information thirty (30) days after the board determines 
that the information is no longer necessary or useful. 
 
  (b)  Any person who knowingly releases, causes to be released or assists in 
the release of any such information shall be subject to a monetary penalty imposed by the 
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board in an amount not exceeding Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00) per violation.  
When the board is considering the imposition of any penalty under this paragraph (b), it 
shall follow the same policies and procedures provided for the imposition of other 
sanctions in the Pharmacy Practice Act.  Any penalty collected under this paragraph (b) 
shall be deposited into the special fund of the board and used to support the operations 
of the board relating to the regulation of pharmacy benefit managers. 
 
  (c)  All employees of the board who have access to the information described 
in paragraph (a) of this subsection shall be fingerprinted, and the board shall submit a set 
of fingerprints for each employee to the Department of Public Safety for the purpose of 
conducting a criminal history records check.  If no disqualifying record is identified at the 
state level, the Department of Public Safety shall forward the fingerprints to the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation for a national criminal history records check. 
 
 ( * * *4) * * *  The board may waive the requirements for filing financial information 
for the pharmacy benefit manager if an affiliate of the pharmacy benefit manager is already 
required to file such information under current law with the Commissioner of Insurance 
and allow the pharmacy benefit manager to file a copy of documents containing such 
information with the board in lieu of the statement required by this section. 
 
 ( * * *5)  The expense of administering this section shall be assessed annually by 
the board against all pharmacy benefit managers and PSAOs operating in this state. 
 
 ( * * *6)  A pharmacy benefit manager, PSAO or third-party payor * * * shall not 
require pharmacy accreditation standards or * * * certification requirements inconsistent 
with, more stringent than, or in addition to federal and state requirements for licensure as 
a pharmacy in this state. 
 
 SECTION 6.  The following shall be codified as Section 73-21-158, Mississippi 
Code of 1972: 
 
 73-21-158.  (1) No pharmacy benefit manager, PSAO, carrier or health benefit plan 
may, either directly or through an intermediary, agent or affiliate engage in, facilitate or 
enter into a contract with another person involving spread pricing in this state.  
 
 (2)  A pharmacy benefit manager or PSAO contract with a carrier or health benefit 
plan entered into, renewed or amended on or after the effective date of this act must: 
 
  (a)  Specify all forms of revenue, including pharmacy benefit management 
or PSAO fees, to be paid by the carrier or health benefit plan to the pharmacy benefit 
manager or PSAO; and 
 
  (b) Acknowledge that spread pricing is not permitted in accordance with this 
section. 
 
 (3)  Subsections (1) and (2) of this section shall not apply to self-insured plans. 
 
 (4)  Every pharmacy benefit manager and PSAO shall disclose to the plan sponsor 
or employer one hundred percent (100%) of all rebates and other payments that the 
pharmacy benefit manager or PSAO receives directly or indirectly from pharmaceutical 
manufacturers and/or rebate aggregators in connection with claims administered on 
behalf of the plan sponsor or  employer and the recipients of such rebates.  In addition, a 
pharmacy benefit manager or PSAO shall report annually to each plan sponsor or 
employer the aggregate amount of all rebates and 
 
other payments and the recipients of such rebates. 
 
 (5)  A pharmacy benefit manager or third-party payer shall not charge or cause a 
patient to pay an amount that exceeds the total amount retained by the pharmacy. 
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 (6)  This section shall stand repealed on June 30, 2028. 
 
 SECTION 7.  Section 73-21-161, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 73-21-161.  (1)  As used in this section, the term " * * *steering" means: 
 
  (a)  Directing, ordering * * *, or requiring a patient to use a specific affiliate 
pharmacy * * * or pharmacies, for the purpose of filling a prescription or receiving services 
or other care from a pharmacist; 
 
  (b)  Offering or implementing health insurance plan designs that require * * * 
a beneficiary to * * * utilize an affiliate pharmacy or pharmacies, or that increases costs to 
a patient, including requiring a patient to pay the full cost for a prescription drug when 
such patient chooses not to use a pharmacy benefit manager affiliate pharmacy; * * * 
 
  (c) * * *  Advertising, marketing, or * * * promoting an affiliate * * * pharmacy 
or pharmacies, over another in-network pharmacy; 
 
  (d)  Creating any network or engaging in any practice, including accreditation 
or credentialing standards, day supply limitations or delivery methods limitations, that 
exclude an in-network pharmacy or restrict an in-network pharmacy from filling a 
prescription for a prescription drug; or 
 
  (e)  Directly or indirectly engaging in any practice that attempts to influence 
or induce a pharmaceutical manufacturer to limit the distribution of a prescription drug to 
a small number of pharmacies or certain types of pharmacies, or to restrict distribution of 
such drug to nonaffiliate pharmacies. 
 
 The term " * * *steering" does not include a pharmacy's inclusion by a pharmacy 
benefit manager or pharmacy benefit manager affiliate in communications to patients, 
including patient and prospective patient specific communications, regarding network 
pharmacies and prices, provided that the pharmacy benefit manager or a pharmacy 
benefit manager affiliate includes information regarding eligible nonaffiliate pharmacies in 
those communications and the information provided is accurate. 
 
 (2)  A pharmacy, pharmacy benefit manager, or pharmacy benefit manager affiliate 
licensed or operating in Mississippi shall be prohibited from: 
 
  (a) * * *  Steering; 
 
  (b)  Transferring or sharing records relative to prescription information 
containing patient identifiable and prescriber identifiable data to or from a pharmacy 
benefit manager affiliate for any commercial purpose; however, nothing in this section 
shall be construed to prohibit the exchange of prescription information between a 
pharmacy and its affiliate for the limited purposes of pharmacy reimbursement; formulary 
compliance; pharmacy care; public health activities otherwise authorized by law; or 
utilization review by a health care provider; * * * 
 
  (c)  Presenting a claim for payment to any individual, third-party payor, 
affiliate, or other entity for a service furnished * * * by steering from * * * a pharmacy 
benefit manager or pharmacy benefit manager affiliate * * *; or 
 
  (d)  Interfering with the patient's right to choose the patient's pharmacy or 
provider of choice, including inducement, required referrals or offering financial or other 
incentives or measures that would constitute a violation of Section 83-9-6. 
 
 (3)  This section shall not be construed to prohibit a pharmacy from entering into 
an agreement with a pharmacy benefit manager or pharmacy benefit manager affiliate to 
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provide pharmacy care to patients, provided that neither the pharmacy * * * nor the 
pharmacy benefit manager or pharmacy benefit manager affiliate violate subsection (2) of 
this section and the pharmacy provides the disclosures required in subsection (1) of this 
section. 
 
 * * * 
 
 ( * * *4)  In addition to any other remedy provided by law, a violation of this section 
by a pharmacy shall be grounds for disciplinary action by the board under its authority 
granted in this chapter. 
 
 ( * * *5)  A pharmacist who fills a prescription that violates subsection (2) of this 
section shall not be liable under this section. 
 
 (6)  This section shall not apply to facilities licensed to fill prescriptions solely for 
employees of a plan sponsor or employer. 
 
 SECTION 8.  The following shall be codified as Section 73-21-162, Mississippi 
Code of 1972: 
 
 73-21-162.  (1)  Retaliation is prohibited. 
 
  (a)  A pharmacy benefit manager, pharmacy benefit manager affiliate or 
PSAO shall not retaliate against a pharmacist or pharmacy based on the pharmacist's or 
pharmacy's exercise of any right or remedy under this chapter.  Retaliation prohibited by 
this section includes, but is not limited to: 
 
   (i)  Terminating or refusing to renew a contract with the pharmacist or 
pharmacy; 
 
   (ii)  Subjecting the pharmacist or pharmacy to an increased frequency 
of audits, number of claims audited or amount of monies for claims audited; or 
 
   (iii)  Failing to promptly pay the pharmacist or pharmacy any money 
owed by the pharmacy benefit manager to the pharmacist or pharmacy. 
 
  (b)  For the purposes of this section, a pharmacy benefit manager, pharmacy 
benefit manager affiliate or PSAO is not considered to have retaliated against a pharmacy 
if the pharmacy benefit manager: 
 
   (i)  Takes an action in response to a credible allegation of fraud 
against the pharmacist or pharmacy; and 
 
   (ii)  Provides reasonable notice to the pharmacist or pharmacy of the 
allegation of fraud and the basis of the allegation before initiating an action. 
 
 (2)  A pharmacy benefit manager, pharmacy benefit manager affiliate or PSAO shall 
not penalize or retaliate against a pharmacist, pharmacy or pharmacy employee for 
exercising any rights under this chapter, initiating any judicial or regulatory actions or 
discussing or disclosing information pertaining to an agreement with a pharmacy benefit 
manager or a pharmacy benefit manager affiliate when testifying or otherwise appearing 
before any governmental agency, legislative member or body or any judicial authority. 
 
 SECTION 9.  Section 73-21-163, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 73-21-163.  (1)  Whenever the board has reason to believe that a pharmacy benefit 
manager * * *, pharmacy benefit manager affiliate or PSAO is using, has used, or is about 
to use any method, act or practice prohibited in * * * this act and that proceedings would 
be in the public interest, it may bring an action in the name of the board against the 
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pharmacy benefit manager * * *, pharmacy benefit manager affiliate or PSAO to restrain 
by temporary or permanent injunction the use of such method, act or practice.  The action 
shall be brought in the Chancery Court of the First Judicial District of Hinds County, 
Mississippi.  The court is authorized to issue temporary or permanent injunctions to 
restrain and prevent violations of * * * this act and such injunctions shall be issued without 
bond. 
 
 (2)  The board may impose a monetary penalty on a pharmacy benefit 
manager * * *, or a pharmacy benefit manager affiliate or PSAO for noncompliance with 
the provisions of * * * this act, in amounts of not less than One Thousand Dollars 
($1,000.00) per violation and not more than Twenty-five Thousand Dollars ($25,000.00) 
per violation.  Each day a violation continues for the same brand or generic product 
identifier or brand or generic code number is a separate violation.  Each day that a 
pharmacy benefit manager or PSAO does business in this state without a license is 
deemed a separate violation.  The board shall prepare a record entered upon its minutes 
that states the basic facts upon which the monetary penalty was imposed.  Any penalty 
collected under this subsection (2) shall be deposited into the special fund of the board. 
 
 (3)  For the purposes of conducting investigations, the board, through its executive 
director, may conduct audits and examinations of a pharmacy benefit manager or PSAO 
and may also issue subpoenas to any individual, pharmacy, pharmacy benefit manager, 
PSAO or any other entity having documents or records that it deems relevant to the 
investigation. 
 
 ( * * *4)  The board may assess a monetary penalty for those reasonable costs that 
are expended by the board in the investigation and conduct of a proceeding if the board 
imposes a monetary penalty under subsection (2) of this section.  A monetary penalty 
assessed and levied under this section shall be paid to the board by the licensee, 
registrant or permit holder upon the expiration of the period allowed for appeal of those 
penalties under Section 73-21-101, or may be paid sooner if the licensee, registrant or 
permit holder elects.  Any penalty collected by the board under this subsection ( * * *4) 
shall be deposited into the special fund of the board. 
 
 ( * * *5)  When payment of a monetary penalty assessed and levied by the board 
against a licensee, registrant or permit holder in accordance with this section is not paid 
by the licensee, registrant or permit holder when due under this section, the board shall 
have the power to institute and maintain proceedings in its name for enforcement of 
payment in the chancery court of the county and judicial district of residence of the 
licensee, registrant or permit holder, or if the licensee, registrant or permit holder is a 
nonresident of the State of Mississippi, in the Chancery Court of the First Judicial District 
of Hinds County, Mississippi.  When those proceedings are instituted, the board shall 
certify the record of its proceedings, together with all documents and evidence, to the 
chancery court and the matter shall be heard in due course by the court, which shall review 
the record and make its determination thereon in accordance with the provisions of 
Section 73-21-101.  The hearing on the matter may, in the discretion of the chancellor, be 
tried in vacation. 
 
 (6)  (a)  The board may conduct audits to ensure compliance with the provisions of 
this act.  In conducting audits, the board is empowered to request production of 
documents pertaining to compliance with the provisions of this act, and documents so 
requested shall be produced within seven (7) days of the request unless extended by the 
board or its duly authorized staff. 
 
  (b)  If, after the conclusion of the audit, the pharmacy benefit manager or 
PSAO was found to be in compliance with all of the requirements of this act, then the 
board shall pay the costs of the audit.  However, the pharmacy benefit manager or PSAO 
being audited shall pay all costs of such audit if such audit reveals any noncompliance 
with this act.  The cost of the audit examination shall be deposited into the special fund 
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and shall be used by the board, upon appropriation of the Legislature, to support the 
operations of the board relating to the regulation of pharmacy benefit managers. 
 
  (c)  The board is authorized to hire independent consultants to conduct 
audits of a pharmacy benefit manager and expend funds collected under this section to 
pay the cost of performing audit services. 
 
 ( * * *7)  The board shall develop and implement a uniform penalty policy that sets 
the minimum and maximum penalty for any given violation of * * * this act.  The board 
shall adhere to its uniform penalty policy except in those cases where the board 
specifically finds, by majority vote, that a penalty in excess of, or less than, the uniform 
penalty is appropriate.  That vote shall be reflected in the minutes of the board and shall 
not be imposed unless it appears as having been adopted by the board. 
 
 SECTION 10.  The following shall be codified as Section 73-21-165, Mississippi 
Code of 1972: 
 
 73-21-165.  (1) Each drug manufacturer shall submit a report to the board no later 
than the fifteenth day of January, April, July and October with the current wholesale 
acquisition cost information for the prescription drugs sold in or into the state by that drug 
manufacturer; provided, however, the first report due under this subsection shall not be 
due until October 1, 2025. 
 
 (2) Not more than thirty (30) days after an increase in wholesale acquisition cost of 
forty percent (40%) or greater over the preceding five (5) calendar years or ten percent 
(10%) or greater in the preceding twelve (12) months for a prescription drug with a 
wholesale acquisition cost of Seventy Dollars ($70.00) or more for a 
manufacturer-packaged drug container, a drug manufacturer shall submit a report to the 
board. The report must contain the following information: 
 
  (a)  The name of the drug; 
 
  (b)  Whether the drug is a brand name or a generic; 
 
  (c)  The effective date of the change in wholesale acquisition cost; 
 
  (d)  Aggregate, company-level research and development costs for the 
previous calendar year; 
 
  (e)  Aggregate rebate amounts paid to each pharmacy benefit manager or 
PSAO for the previous calendar year; 
 
  (f)  The name of each of the drug manufacturer's drugs approved by the 
United States Food and Drug Administration in the previous five (5) calendar years; 
 
  (g)  The name of each of the drug manufacturer's drugs that lost patent 
exclusivity in the United States in the previous five (5) calendar years; and 
 
  (h)  A concise statement of rationale regarding the factor or factors that 
caused the increase in the wholesale acquisition cost, such as raw ingredient shortage or 
increase in pharmacy benefit manager's or PSAO's rebates. 
 
 (2)  A manufacturer's obligations under this section shall be fully satisfied by the 
submission of any information and data that a manufacturer includes in the manufacturer's 
annual consolidated report on Securities and Exchange Form 10-K or any other public 
disclosure.   A drug manufacturer shall notify the board in writing if the drug manufacturer 
is introducing a new prescription drug to market at a wholesale acquisition cost that 
exceeds the threshold set for a specialty drug under the Medicare Part D Program. 
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 (3)  The notice must include a concise statement of rationale regarding the factor 
or factors that caused the new drug to exceed the Medicare Part D Program price.  The 
drug manufacturer shall provide the written notice within thirty (30) calendar days following 
the release of the drug in the commercial market.  A drug manufacturer may make the 
notification pending approval by the United States Food and Drug Administration if 
commercial availability is expected within three (3) calendar days following the approval. 
 
 (4)  On or before October 1st of each year, a pharmacy benefit manager or PSAO 
providing services for a health care plan shall file a report with the board.  The report must 
contain the 
 
following information for the previous state fiscal year:  
 
  (a)  The aggregated rebates, fees, price protection payments, and any other 
payments collected from each drug manufacturer; 
 
  (b)  The aggregated dollar amount of rebates, price protection payments, 
fees, and any other payments collected from each drug manufacturer which were passed 
to health insurers; 
 
  (c)  The aggregated fees, price concessions, penalties, effective rates, and 
any other financial incentive collected from pharmacies which were passed to enrollees 
at the point of sale; 
 
  (d)  The aggregated dollar amount of rebates, price protection payments, 
fees, and any other payments collected from drug manufacturers which were retained as 
revenue by the pharmacy benefit manager or PSAO; and 
 
  (e)  The aggregated rebates passed on to employers. 
 
 (5)  Reports submitted by pharmacy benefit managers and PSAOs under this 
section may not disclose the identity of a specific health benefit plan or enrollee, the 
identity of a drug manufacturer, the prices charged for specific drugs or classes of drugs, 
or the amount of any rebates or fees provided for specific drugs or classes of drugs. 
 
 (6)  On or before October 1st of each year, each health insurer shall submit a report 
to the board.  The report must contain the following information for the previous two (2) 
calendar years: 
 
  (a)  Names of the twenty-five (25) most frequently prescribed drugs across 
all plans; 
 
  (b)  Names of the twenty-five (25) prescription drugs dispensed with the 
highest dollar spent in terms of gross revenue;  
 
  (c)  Percent of increase in annual net spending for prescription drugs across 
all plans; 
 
  (d)  Percent of increase in premiums which is attributable to prescription 
drugs across all plans; 
 
  (e)  Percentage of specialty drugs with utilization management requirements 
across all plans; and 
 
  (f)  Premium reductions attributable to specialty drug utilization 
management. 
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 (7)  A report submitted by a health insurer may not disclose the identity of a specific 
health benefit plan or the prices charged for specific prescription drugs or classes of 
prescription drugs. 
 
 (8)  This section shall stand repealed on June 30, 2028. 
 
 SECTION 11.  The following shall be codified as Section 73-21-167, Mississippi 
Code of 1972: 
 
 73-21-167.  (1)  The board shall develop a website to publish information the board 
receives under this chapter.  The board shall make the website available on the board's 
website with a dedicated link prominently displayed on the home page, or by a separate, 
easily identifiable Internet address. 
 
 (2)  Within sixty (60) days of receipt of reported information under this chapter, the 
board shall publish the reported information on the website developed under this section.  
The information the board publishes may not disclose or tend to disclose trade secrets, 
proprietary, commercial, financial or confidential information of any pharmacy, pharmacy 
benefit manager, PSAO, drug wholesaler, drug manufacturer or hospital. 
 
 (3)  The board may adopt rules to implement this chapter.  The board shall develop 
forms that must be used for reporting required under this chapter.  The board may contract 
for services 
 
to implement this chapter. 
 
 (4)  A report received by the board shall not be subject to the provisions of the 
federal Freedom of Information Act or the Mississippi Public Records Act and shall not be 
released by the board unless subject to an order from a court of competent jurisdiction.  
The board shall destroy or delete or cause to be destroyed or deleted all such information 
thirty (30) days after the board determines that the information is no longer necessary or 
useful. 
 
 (5)  This section shall stand repealed on June 30, 2028. 
 
 SECTION 12.  The following shall be codified as Section 73-21-169, Mississippi 
Code of 1972: 
 
 73-21-169.  (1)  Pharmacy benefit managers and PSAOs shall also identify to the 
board any ownership affiliation of any kind with any pharmacy which, either directly or 
indirectly, through 
 
one or more intermediaries: 
 
  (a)  Has an investment or ownership interest in a pharmacy benefit manager 
or PSAO holding a certificate of authority; 
 
  (b)  Shares common ownership with a pharmacy benefit manager or PSAO 
holding a certificate of authority in this state; or 
 
  (c)  Has an investor or a holder of an ownership interest which is a pharmacy 
benefit manager or PSAO holding a certificate of authority issued in this state. 
 
 (2)  A pharmacy benefit manager or PSAO shall report any change in information 
required by this act to the board in writing within sixty (60) days after the change occurs. 
 
 (3)  This section shall stand repealed on June 30, 2028. 
 
 SECTION 13.  This act shall take effect and be in force from and after July 1, 2025. 
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 Further, amend by striking the title in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 
 
 
 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 73-21-151, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO 
REFERENCE NEW SECTIONS IN THE PHARMACY BENEFIT PROMPT PAY ACT; TO 
AMEND SECTION 73-21-153, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO DEFINE NEW TERMS 
AND REVISE THE DEFINITIONS OF EXISTING TERMS UNDER THE PHARMACY 
BENEFIT PROMPT PAY ACT; TO AMEND SECTION 73-21-155, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 
1972, TO CONFORM TO REVISED DEFINITIONS FOR "CLEAN CLAIM" AND 
"NETWORK PHARMACY"; TO AMEND SECTION 73-21-156, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 
1972, TO REQUIRE PHARMACY BENEFIT MANAGERS TO PROVIDE A REASONABLE 
ADMINISTRATIVE APPEAL PROCEDURE TO ALLOW PHARMACIES TO CHALLENGE 
A REIMBURSEMENT FOR A SPECIFIC DRUG OR DRUGS AS BEING BELOW THE 
REIMBURSEMENT RATE REQUIRED BY THE PRECEDING PROVISION; TO 
PROVIDE THAT IF THE APPEAL IS UPHELD, THE PHARMACY BENEFIT MANAGER 
SHALL MAKE THE CHANGE IN THE PAYMENT TO THE REQUIRED 
REIMBURSEMENT RATE; TO AMEND SECTION 73-21-157, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 
1972, TO REQUIRE A PHARMACY SERVICES ADMINISTRATIVE ORGANIZATION 
(PSAO) TO BE LICENSED WITH THE MISSISSIPPI BOARD OF PHARMACY; TO 
REQUIRE A PSAO TO PROVIDE TO A PHARMACY OR PHARMACIST A COPY OF ANY 
CONTRACT ENTERED INTO ON BEHALF OF THE PHARMACY OR PHARMACIST BY 
THE PSAO; TO CREATE NEW SECTION 73-21-158, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO 
PROHIBIT A PHARMACY BENEFIT MANAGER, PSAO, CARRIER OR HEALTH PLAN 
FROM SPREAD PRICING; TO AMEND SECTION 73-21-161, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 
1972, TO PROHIBIT A PHARMACY BENEFIT MANAGER OR PHARMACY BENEFIT 
MANAGER AFFILIATES FROM ORDERING A PATIENT TO USE A SPECIFIC 
PHARMACY OR PHARMACIES, INCLUDING AN AFFILIATE PHARMACY; OFFERING 
OR IMPLEMENTING PLAN DESIGNS THAT PENALIZE A PATIENT WHEN A PATIENT 
CHOOSES NOT TO USE A PARTICULAR PHARMACY, INCLUDING AN AFFILIATE 
PHARMACY; ADVERTISING OR PROMOTING A PHARMACY, INCLUDING AN 
AFFILIATE PHARMACY, OVER ANOTHER IN-NETWORK PHARMACY; CREATING 
NETWORK OR ENGAGING IN PRACTICES THAT EXCLUDE AN IN-NETWORK 
PHARMACY; ENGAGING IN A PRACTICE THAT ATTEMPTS TO LIMIT THE 
DISTRIBUTION OF A PRESCRIPTION DRUG TO CERTAIN PHARMACIES; 
INTERFERING WITH THE PATIENT'S RIGHT TO CHOOSE THE PATIENT'S 
PHARMACY OR PROVIDER OF CHOICE; TO PROVIDE THAT THIS SECTION DOES 
NOT APPLY TO FACILITIES LICENSED TO FILL PRESCRIPTIONS SOLELY FOR 
EMPLOYEES OF A PLAN SPONSOR OR EMPLOYER; TO CREATE NEW SECTION 
73-21-162, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO PROHIBIT PHARMACY BENEFIT 
MANAGERS, PHARMACY BENEFIT MANAGER AFFILIATES AND PHARMACY 
SERVICES ADMINISTRATIVE ORGANIZATIONS (PSAOS) FROM PENALIZING OR 
RETALIATING AGAINST A PHARMACIST, PHARMACY OR PHARMACY EMPLOYEE 
FOR EXERCISING ANY RIGHTS UNDER THIS ACT, INITIATING ANY JUDICIAL OR 
REGULATORY ACTIONS, OR APPEARING BEFORE ANY GOVERNMENTAL AGENCY, 
LEGISLATIVE MEMBER OR BODY OR ANY JUDICIAL AUTHORITY; TO AMEND 
SECTION 73-21-163, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO AUTHORIZE THE BOARD OF 
PHARMACY, FOR THE PURPOSES OF CONDUCTING INVESTIGATIONS, TO 
CONDUCT EXAMINATIONS OF A PHARMACY BENEFIT MANAGER OR PSAO AND 
TO ISSUE SUBPOENAS TO OBTAIN DOCUMENTS OR RECORDS THAT IT DEEMS 
RELEVANT TO THE INVESTIGATION; TO CREATE NEW SECTION 73-21-165, 
MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO REQUIRE EACH DRUG MANUFACTURER TO 
SUBMIT A REPORT TO THE BOARD OF PHARMACY THAT INCLUDES THE CURRENT 
WHOLESALE ACQUISITION COST; TO REQUIRE SUCH ENTITIES TO PROVIDE THE 
BOARD OF PHARMACY WITH VARIOUS DRUG PRICING INFORMATION WITHIN A 
CERTAIN TIME; TO REQUIRE PHARMACY BENEFIT MANAGERS AND PSAOS TO 
FILE A REPORT WITH THE BOARD OF PHARMACY; TO REQUIRE EACH HEALTH 
INSURER TO SUBMIT A REPORT TO THE BOARD OF PHARMACY THAT INCLUDES 
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CERTAIN DRUG PRESCRIPTION INFORMATION; TO CREATE NEW SECTION 
73-21-167, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO REQUIRE THE BOARD OF PHARMACY 
TO DEVELOP A WEBSITE TO PUBLISH INFORMATION RELATED TO THE ACT; TO 
CREATE NEW SECTION 73-21-169, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO REQUIRE 
PHARMACY BENEFIT MANAGERS AND PSAOS TO IDENTIFY OWNERSHIP 
AFFILIATION OF ANY KIND TO THE BOARD OF PHARMACY; AND FOR RELATED 
PURPOSES. 
 
 
 
 Committee Amendment No. 1 to H. B. No. 1123 failed. 
 
 
 
 Senator Bryan offered the following AMENDMENT NO. 2. 
 
 Amend by striking all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 
 
 
 SECTION 1.  Section 73-21-151, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 73-21-151.  Sections 73-21-151 through * * * 73-21-169 shall be known as the 
"Pharmacy Benefit Prompt Pay Act." 
 
 SECTION 2.  Section 73-21-153, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 73-21-153.  For purposes of Sections 73-21-151 through * * * 73-21-169, the 
following words and phrases shall have the meanings ascribed herein unless the context 
clearly indicates otherwise: 
 
  (a)  "Board" means the * * * Mississippi Board of Pharmacy. 
 
  (b)  "Clean claim" means a completed billing instrument, paper or electronic, 
received by a pharmacy benefit manager from a pharmacist or pharmacies or the insured, 
which is accepted and payment remittance advice is provided by the pharmacy benefit 
manager.  A clean claim includes resubmitted claims with previously identified deficiencies 
corrected. 
 
  ( * * *c)  "Commissioner" means the Mississippi Commissioner of Insurance. 
 
  ( * * *d)  "Day" means a calendar day, unless otherwise defined or limited. 
 
  ( * * *e)  "Electronic claim" means the transmission of data for purposes of 
payment of covered prescription drugs, other products and supplies, and pharmacist 
services in an electronic data format specified by a pharmacy benefit manager and 
approved by the department.  
 
  ( * * *f)  "Electronic adjudication" means the process of electronically 
receiving * * * and reviewing an electronic claim and either accepting and providing 
payment remittance advice for the electronic claim or rejecting * * * the electronic claim. 
 
  ( * * *g)  "Enrollee" means an individual who has been enrolled in a 
pharmacy benefit management plan or health insurance plan. 
 
  ( * * *h)  "Health insurance plan" means benefits consisting of prescription 
drugs, other products and supplies, and pharmacist services provided directly, through 
insurance or reimbursement, or otherwise and including items and services paid for as 
prescription drugs, other products and supplies, and pharmacist services under any 
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hospital or medical service policy or certificate, hospital or medical service plan contract, 
preferred provider organization agreement, or health maintenance organization contract 
offered by a health insurance issuer. 
 
  (i)  "Network pharmacy" means a pharmacy licensed by the board and 
provides pharmacy services to Mississippi consumers and has a contract with a pharmacy 
benefit manager to provide covered drugs at a negotiated reimbursement rate. 
 
  (j)  "Payment remittance advice" means the claim detail that the pharmacy 
receives when successfully processing an electronic or paper claim.  The claim detail shall 
contain, but is not limited to: 
 
   (i)  The amount that the pharmacy benefit manager will reimburse for 
product ingredient; and 
 
   (ii)  The amount that the pharmacy benefit manager will reimburse for 
product dispensing fee; and 
 
   (iii)  The amount that the pharmacy benefit manager dictates the 
patient must pay. 
 
  (k)  "Pharmacist * * *" and "pharmacy" or "pharmacies" shall have the same 
definition as provided in Section 73-21-73.  
 
  ( * * *l)  "Pharmacy benefit manager" * * * means an entity that provides 
pharmacy benefit management services. * * *  The term "pharmacy benefit manager" shall 
not include: 
 
   (i)  An insurance company unless the insurance company is providing 
services as a pharmacy benefit manager * * *, in which case the insurance company shall 
be subject to Sections 73-21-151 through * * * 73-21-169 only for those pharmacy benefit 
manager services * * *; and 
 
   (ii)  The Mississippi Division of Medicaid or its contractors when 
performing pharmacy benefit manager services for the Division of Medicaid. 
 
  ( * * *m)  "Pharmacy benefit manager affiliate" means * * * an entity that 
directly or indirectly, * * * owns or controls, is owned or controlled by, or is under common 
ownership or control with a pharmacy benefit manager. 
 
  ( * * *n)  "Pharmacy benefit management plan" * * * means an arrangement 
for the delivery of pharmacist's services in which a pharmacy benefit manager undertakes 
to administer the payment or reimbursement of any of the costs of pharmacist's services, 
drugs or devices. 
 
 * * * 
 
  (o)  "Pharmacy benefit management services" shall include, but is not limited 
to, the following services, which may be provided either directly or through outsourcing or 
contracts: 
 
   (i)  Adjudicate drug claims or any portion of the transaction. 
 
   (ii)  Contract with retail and mail pharmacy networks. 
 
   (iii)  Establish payment levels for pharmacies. 
 
   (iv)  Develop formulary or drug list of covered therapies. 
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   (v)  Provide benefit design consultation. 
 
   (vi)  Manage cost and utilization trends. 
 
   (vii)  Contract for manufacturer rebates. 
 
   (viii)  Provide fee-based clinical services to improve member care; 
and 
 
   (ix)  Third-party administration. 
 
  (p)  "Pharmacist services" means products, goods and services, or any 
combination of products, goods and services, provided as part of the practice of 
pharmacy. 
 
  (q)  "Pharmacy services administrative organization" or "PSAO" means any 
entity that contracts with a pharmacy or pharmacist to assist with third-party payor 
interactions and that may provide a variety of other administrative services, including, but 
not limited to, contracting with third-party payers or pharmacy benefit managers on behalf 
of pharmacies and providing pharmacies or pharmacists with credentialing, billing, audit, 
general business and analytic support. 
 
  ( * * *r)  "Plan sponsors" means the employers, insurance companies, 
unions and health maintenance organizations that contract, either directly or indirectly, 
with a pharmacy benefit manager for delivery of prescription drugs and/or services. 
 
  (s)  "Proprietary information" means information on pricing, costs, revenue, 
taxes, market share, negotiating strategies, customers and personnel that is held by a 
pharmacy benefit manager, drug manufacturer or PSAO and used for its business 
purposes. 
 
  (t)  "Rebate" means any and all payments and price concessions that accrue 
to a pharmacy benefit manager or its plan sponsor client, directly or indirectly, including 
through an affiliate, subsidiary, third party or intermediary, including off-shore group 
purchasing organizations, from a pharmaceutical manufacturer, its affiliate, subsidiary, 
third party or intermediary, including, but not limited, to payments, discounts, 
administration fees, credits, incentives or penalties associated directly or indirectly in any 
way with claims administered on behalf of a plan sponsor. 
 
  (u)  "Spread pricing" means any amount charged or claimed by a pharmacy 
benefit manager or PSAO in excess of the ingredient cost for a dispensed prescription 
drug plus dispensing fee paid directly or indirectly to any pharmacy, pharmacist or other 
provider on behalf of the health benefit plan, less a pharmacy benefit management or 
PSAO fee. 
 
  ( * * *v)  "Uniform claim form" means a form prescribed by rule by the * * * 
board; however, for purposes of Sections 73-21-151 through * * * 73-21-169, the board 
shall adopt the same definition or rule where the State Department of Insurance has 
adopted a rule covering the same type of claim.  The board may modify the terminology 
of the rule and form when necessary to comply with the provisions of Sections 73-21-151 
through * * * 73-21-169. 
 
  (w)  "Wholesale acquisition cost" means the wholesale acquisition cost of 
the drug as defined in 42 USC§ 1395w-3a(c)(6)(B). 
 
 SECTION 3.  Section 73-21-155, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 73-21-155.  (1)  Reimbursement under a contract to a pharmacist or pharmacy for 
prescription drugs and other products and supplies that is calculated according to a 
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formula that uses Medi-Span, Gold Standard or a nationally recognized reference that has 
been approved by the board in the pricing calculation shall use the most current reference 
price or amount in the actual or constructive possession of the pharmacy benefit manager, 
its agent, or any other party responsible for reimbursement for prescription drugs and 
other products and supplies on the date of electronic adjudication or on the date of service 
shown on the nonelectronic claim. 
 
 (2)  Pharmacy benefit managers, their agents and other parties responsible for 
reimbursement for prescription drugs and other products and supplies shall be required 
to update the nationally recognized reference prices or amounts used for calculation of 
reimbursement for prescription drugs and other products and supplies no less than every 
three (3) business days. 
 
 (3)  (a)  All benefits payable under a pharmacy benefit management plan shall be 
paid within seven (7) days after receipt of due written proof of a clean claim where claims 
are submitted electronically, and shall be paid within thirty-five (35) days after receipt of 
due written proof of a clean claim where claims are submitted in paper format.  Benefits 
due under the plan and claims are overdue if not paid within seven (7) days or thirty-five 
(35) days, whichever is applicable, after the pharmacy benefit manager receives a clean 
claim containing necessary information essential for the pharmacy benefit manager to 
administer preexisting condition, coordination of benefits and subrogation provisions 
under the plan sponsor's health insurance plan.  A "clean claim" means a * * * completed 
billing instrument, paper or electronic, received by a pharmacy benefit manager from a 
pharmacist or pharmacies or the insured, which is accepted and payment remittance 
advice is provided by the pharmacy benefit manager.  A clean claim includes resubmitted 
claims with previously identified deficiencies corrected. 
 
  (b)  A clean claim does not include any of the following: 
 
   (i)  A duplicate claim, which means an original claim and its duplicate 
when the duplicate is filed within thirty (30) days of the original claim; 
 
   (ii)  Claims which are submitted fraudulently or that are based upon 
material misrepresentations; 
 
   (iii)  Claims that require information essential for the pharmacy benefit 
manager to administer preexisting condition, coordination of benefits or subrogation 
provisions under the plan sponsor's health insurance plan; or 
 
   (iv)  Claims submitted by a pharmacist or pharmacy more than thirty 
(30) days after the date of service; if the pharmacist or pharmacy does not submit the 
claim on behalf of the insured, then a claim is not clean when submitted more than thirty 
(30) days after the date of billing by the pharmacist or pharmacy to the insured. 
 
  (c)  Not later than seven (7) days after the date the pharmacy benefit 
manager actually receives an electronic claim, the pharmacy benefit manager shall pay 
the appropriate benefit in full, or any portion of the claim that is clean, and notify the 
pharmacist or pharmacy (where the claim is owed to the pharmacist or pharmacy) of the 
reasons why the claim or portion thereof is not clean and will not be paid and what 
substantiating documentation and information is required to adjudicate the claim as clean.  
Not later than thirty-five (35) days after the date the pharmacy benefit manager actually 
receives a paper claim, the pharmacy benefit manager shall pay the appropriate benefit 
in full, or any portion of the claim that is clean, and notify the pharmacist or pharmacy 
(where the claim is owed to the pharmacist or pharmacy) of the reasons why the claim or 
portion thereof is not clean and will not be paid and what substantiating documentation 
and information is required to adjudicate the claim as clean.  Any claim or portion thereof 
resubmitted with the supporting documentation and information requested by the 
pharmacy benefit manager shall be paid within twenty (20) days after receipt. 
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 (4)  If the board finds that any pharmacy benefit manager, agent or other party 
responsible for reimbursement for prescription drugs and other products and supplies has 
not paid ninety-five percent (95%) of clean claims as defined in subsection (3) of this 
section received from all pharmacies in a calendar quarter, he shall be subject to 
administrative penalty of not more than Twenty-five Thousand Dollars ($25,000.00) to be 
assessed by the State Board of Pharmacy. 
 
  (a)  Examinations to determine compliance with this subsection may be 
conducted by the board.  The board may contract with qualified impartial outside sources 
to assist in examinations to determine compliance.  The expenses of any such 
examinations shall be paid by the pharmacy benefit manager examined. 
 
  (b)  Nothing in the provisions of this section shall require a pharmacy benefit 
manager to pay claims that are not covered under the terms of a contract or policy of 
accident and sickness insurance or prepaid coverage. 
 
  (c)  If the claim is not denied for valid and proper reasons by the end of the 
applicable time period prescribed in this provision, the pharmacy benefit manager must 
pay the pharmacy (where the claim is owed to the pharmacy) or the patient (where the 
claim is owed to a patient) interest on accrued benefits at the rate of one and one-half 
percent (1-1/2%) per month accruing from the day after payment was due on the amount 
of the benefits that remain unpaid until the claim is finally settled or adjudicated.  
Whenever interest due pursuant to this provision is less than One Dollar ($1.00), such 
amount shall be credited to the account of the person or entity to whom such amount is 
owed. 
 
  (d)  Any pharmacy benefit manager and a pharmacy may enter into an 
express written agreement containing timely claim payment provisions which differ from, 
but are at least as stringent as, the provisions set forth under subsection (3) of this section, 
and in such case, the provisions of the written agreement shall govern the timely payment 
of claims by the pharmacy benefit manager to the pharmacy.  If the express written 
agreement is silent as to any interest penalty where claims are not paid in accordance 
with the agreement, the interest penalty provision of subsection (4)(c) of this section shall 
apply.  
 
  (e)  The State Board of Pharmacy may adopt rules and regulations 
necessary to ensure compliance with this subsection. 
 
 (5)  (a)  For purposes of this subsection (5), "network pharmacy" means a * * * 
pharmacy licensed by the board and provides pharmacy services to Mississippi 
consumers and has a contract with a pharmacy benefit manager to provide covered drugs 
at a negotiated reimbursement rate.  A network pharmacy or pharmacist may decline to 
provide a brand name drug, multisource generic drug, or service, if the network pharmacy 
or pharmacist is paid less than that network pharmacy's acquisition cost for the product.  
If the network pharmacy or pharmacist declines to provide such drug or service, the 
pharmacy or pharmacist shall provide the customer with adequate information as to where 
the prescription for the drug or service may be filled. 
 
  (b)  The State Board of Pharmacy shall adopt rules and regulations 
necessary to implement and ensure compliance with this subsection, including, but not 
limited to, rules and regulations that address access to pharmacy services in rural or 
underserved areas in cases where a network pharmacy or pharmacist declines to provide 
a drug or service under paragraph (a) of this subsection.  The board shall promulgate the 
rules and regulations required by this paragraph (b) not later than October 1, 2016. 
 
 (6)  A pharmacy benefit manager shall not directly or indirectly retroactively deny 
or reduce a claim or aggregate of claims after the claim or aggregate of claims has been 
adjudicated. 
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 SECTION 4.  Section 73-21-156, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 73-21-156.  (1) As used in this section, the following terms shall be defined as 
provided in this subsection: 
 
  (a) "Maximum allowable cost list" means a listing of drugs or other 
methodology used by a pharmacy benefit manager, directly or indirectly, setting the 
maximum allowable payment to a pharmacy or pharmacist for a generic drug, brand-name 
drug, biologic product or other prescription drug.  The term "maximum allowable cost list" 
includes without limitation: 
 
   (i)  Average acquisition cost, including national average drug 
acquisition cost; 
 
   (ii)  Average manufacturer price; 
 
   (iii)  Average wholesale price; 
 
   (iv)  Brand effective rate or generic effective rate; 
 
   (v)  Discount indexing; 
 
   (vi)  Federal upper limits; 
 
   (vii)  Wholesale acquisition cost; and 
 
   (viii)  Any other term that a pharmacy benefit manager or a health 
care insurer may use to establish reimbursement rates to a pharmacist or pharmacy for 
pharmacist services. 
 
  (b) "Pharmacy acquisition cost" means the amount that a pharmaceutical 
wholesaler charges for a pharmaceutical product as listed on the pharmacy's billing 
invoice. 
 
 (2)  Before a pharmacy benefit manager places or continues a particular drug on a 
maximum allowable cost list, the drug: 
 
  (a)  If the drug is a generic equivalent drug product as defined in Section 
73-21-73, shall be listed as therapeutically equivalent and pharmaceutically equivalent "A" 
or "B" rated in the United States Food and Drug Administration's most recent version of 
the "Orange Book" or "Green Book" or have an NR or NA rating by Medi-Span, Gold 
Standard, or a similar rating by a nationally recognized reference approved by the board; 
 
  (b)  Shall be available for purchase by each pharmacy in the state from 
national or regional wholesalers operating in Mississippi; and 
 
  (c)  Shall not be obsolete. 
 
 (3)  A pharmacy benefit manager shall: 
 
  (a)  Provide access to its maximum allowable cost list to each pharmacy 
subject to the maximum allowable cost list; 
 
  (b)  Update its maximum allowable cost list on a timely basis, but in no event 
longer than three (3) calendar days; and 
 
  (c)  Provide a process for each pharmacy subject to the maximum allowable 
cost list to receive prompt notification of an update to the maximum allowable cost list. 
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 (4)  A pharmacy benefit manager shall: 
 
  (a)  Provide a reasonable administrative appeal procedure to allow 
pharmacies to challenge * * * reimbursements made * * * for a specific drug or drugs as: 
 
   (i)  Not meeting the requirements of this section; or 
 
   (ii)  Being below the pharmacy acquisition cost. 
 
  (b)  The reasonable administrative appeal procedure shall include the 
following: 
 
   (i)  A * * * direct telephone number, email address and website for the 
purpose of submitting administrative appeals; 
 
   (ii)  The website of the pharmacy benefit manager shall include easily 
accessible administrative appeal instructions, including listing any required information to 
be submitted by pharmacies for the purpose of submitting administrative appeals; 
 
   ( * * *iii)  The ability to submit an administrative appeal or a claim 
appeal report for multiple claims directly to the pharmacy benefit manager * * * or through 
a * * * PSAO; and 
 
   ( * * *iv)  A period of no less than thirty (30) * * * days to file an 
administrative appeal. 
 
  (c)  The pharmacy benefit manager shall respond to the challenge under 
paragraph (a) of this subsection (4) within thirty (30) * * * days after receipt of the 
challenge. 
 
  (d)  If a challenge is made under paragraph (a) of this subsection (4), the 
pharmacy benefit manager shall within thirty (30) * * * days after receipt of the challenge 
either: 
 
   (i) * * *  Uphold the appeal * * * and adjust the reimbursement paid to 
the pharmacist or pharmacy to no less than the pharmacy acquisition cost, as documented 
on the pharmacist’s or pharmacy’s billing invoice, or as provided in the claim appeal report, 
and make the * * * adjustment effective for each * * * pharmacy that filed a claim for that 
NDC on the same day of service and was reimbursed at or below the challenged rate; or 
 
   (ii) * * *  Deny the appeal * * * and provide the * * * reason for the 
denial in writing to the pharmacist or pharmacy. 
 
  (e)  The board may adopt rules and regulations necessary to ensure 
compliance with this subsection. 
 
 (5)  A pharmacy benefit manager shall not deny an appeal submitted pursuant to 
subsection (4) of this section based upon an existing contract with the pharmacy that 
provides for a reimbursement rate lower than the pharmacy acquisition cost. 
 
 (6)  A pharmacy or pharmacist that belongs to a PSAO shall be provided a true and 
correct copy of any contract and contract amendment that the PSAO enters into with a 
pharmacy benefit manager or third-party payer on the pharmacy's or pharmacist's behalf. 
 
 ( * * *7) * * *  A pharmacy benefit manager shall not reimburse a pharmacy or 
pharmacist in the state an amount less than the amount that the pharmacy benefit 
manager reimburses a pharmacy benefit manager affiliate for providing the same * * * 
drug or drugs. * * *  The reimbursement amount for such drug or drugs shall be calculated 
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on a per unit basis based on the same brand and generic product identifier or brand and 
generic code number. 
 
 SECTION 5.  Section 73-21-157, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 73-21-157.  (1)  Before beginning to do business as a pharmacy benefit manager 
or PSAO, a pharmacy benefit manager or PSAO shall obtain a license to do business 
from the board.  To obtain a license, the applicant shall submit an application to the board 
on a form to be prescribed by the board.  This license shall be renewed annually.  
 
 (2)  When applying for a license or renewal of a license, each pharmacy benefit 
manager * * * or PSAO shall file * * * with the board * * *: 
 
  (a)  A copy of a certified audit report, if the pharmacy benefit manager has 
been audited by a certified public accountant within the last twenty-four (24) months; or 
 
  ( * * *b)  If the pharmacy benefit manager has not been audited in the last 
twenty-four (24) months, a financial statement of the organization, including its balance 
sheet and income statement for the preceding year which shall be verified by at least two 
(2) principal officers; and 
 
  ( * * *c)  Any other information relating to the operations of the pharmacy 
benefit manager required by the board * * *. 
 
 ( * * *3)  (a)  Any information required to be submitted to the board pursuant to 
licensure application that is considered proprietary by a pharmacy benefit manager or 
PSAO shall be marked as confidential when submitted to the board.  All such information 
shall not be subject to the provisions of the federal Freedom of Information Act or the 
Mississippi Public Records Act and shall not be released by the board unless subject to 
an order from a court of competent jurisdiction.  The board shall destroy or delete or cause 
to be destroyed or deleted all such information thirty (30) days after the board determines 
that the information is no longer necessary or useful. 
 
  (b)  Any person who knowingly releases, causes to be released or assists in 
the release of any such information shall be subject to a monetary penalty imposed by the 
board in an amount not exceeding Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00) per violation.  
When the board is considering the imposition of any penalty under this paragraph (b), it 
shall follow the same policies and procedures provided for the imposition of other 
sanctions in the Pharmacy Practice Act.  Any penalty collected under this paragraph (b) 
shall be deposited into the special fund of the board and used to support the operations 
of the board relating to the regulation of pharmacy benefit managers. 
 
  (c)  All employees of the board who have access to the information described 
in paragraph (a) of this subsection shall be fingerprinted, and the board shall submit a set 
of fingerprints for each employee to the Department of Public Safety for the purpose of 
conducting a criminal history records check.  If no disqualifying record is identified at the 
state level, the Department of Public Safety shall forward the fingerprints to the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation for a national criminal history records check. 
 
 ( * * *4) * * *  The board may waive the requirements for filing financial information 
for the pharmacy benefit manager if an affiliate of the pharmacy benefit manager is already 
required to file such information under current law with the Commissioner of Insurance 
and allow the pharmacy benefit manager to file a copy of documents containing such 
information with the board in lieu of the statement required by this section. 
 
 ( * * *5)  The expense of administering this section shall be assessed annually by 
the board against all pharmacy benefit managers and PSAOs operating in this state. 
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 ( * * *6)  A pharmacy benefit manager, PSAO or third-party payor * * * shall not 
require pharmacy accreditation standards or * * * certification requirements inconsistent 
with, more stringent than, or in addition to federal and state requirements for licensure as 
a pharmacy in this state. 
 
 SECTION 6.  The following shall be codified as Section 73-21-158, Mississippi 
Code of 1972: 
 
 73-21-158.  (1) No pharmacy benefit manager, PSAO, carrier or health benefit plan 
may, either directly or through an intermediary, agent or affiliate engage in, facilitate or 
enter into a contract with another person involving spread pricing in this state.  
 
 (2)  A pharmacy benefit manager or PSAO contract with a carrier or health benefit 
plan entered into, renewed or amended on or after the effective date of this act must: 
 
  (a)  Specify all forms of revenue, including pharmacy benefit management 
or PSAO fees, to be paid by the carrier or health benefit plan to the pharmacy benefit 
manager or PSAO; and 
 
  (b) Acknowledge that spread pricing is not permitted in accordance with this 
section. 
 
 (3)  Subsections (1) and (2) of this section shall not apply to self-insured plans. 
 
 (4)  Every pharmacy benefit manager and PSAO shall disclose to the plan sponsor 
or employer one hundred percent (100%) of all rebates and other payments that the 
pharmacy benefit manager or PSAO receives directly or indirectly from pharmaceutical 
manufacturers and/or rebate aggregators in connection with claims administered on 
behalf of the plan sponsor or  employer and the recipients of such rebates.  In addition, a 
pharmacy benefit manager or PSAO shall report annually to each plan sponsor or 
employer the aggregate amount of all rebates and 
 
other payments and the recipients of such rebates. 
 
 (5)  A pharmacy benefit manager or third-party payer shall not charge or cause a 
patient to pay an amount that exceeds the total amount retained by the pharmacy. 
 
 (6)  This section shall stand repealed on June 30, 2028. 
 
 SECTION 7.  Section 73-21-161, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 73-21-161.  (1)  As used in this section, the term " * * *steering" means: 
 
  (a)  Directing, ordering * * *, or requiring a patient to use a specific affiliate 
pharmacy * * * or pharmacies, for the purpose of filling a prescription or receiving services 
or other care from a pharmacist; 
 
  (b)  Offering or implementing health insurance plan designs that require * * * 
a beneficiary to * * * utilize an affiliate pharmacy or pharmacies, or that increases costs to 
a patient, including requiring a patient to pay the full cost for a prescription drug when 
such patient chooses not to use a pharmacy benefit manager affiliate pharmacy; * * * 
 
  (c) * * *  Advertising, marketing, or * * * promoting an affiliate * * * pharmacy 
or pharmacies, over another in-network pharmacy; 
 
  (d)  Creating any network or engaging in any practice, including accreditation 
or credentialing standards, day supply limitations or delivery methods limitations, that 
exclude an in-network pharmacy or restrict an in-network pharmacy from filling a 
prescription for a prescription drug; or 
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  (e)  Directly or indirectly engaging in any practice that attempts to influence 
or induce a pharmaceutical manufacturer to limit the distribution of a prescription drug to 
a small number of pharmacies or certain types of pharmacies, or to restrict distribution of 
such drug to nonaffiliate pharmacies. 
 
 The term " * * *steering" does not include a pharmacy's inclusion by a pharmacy 
benefit manager or pharmacy benefit manager affiliate in communications to patients, 
including patient and prospective patient specific communications, regarding network 
pharmacies and prices, provided that the pharmacy benefit manager or a pharmacy 
benefit manager affiliate includes information regarding eligible nonaffiliate pharmacies in 
those communications and the information provided is accurate. 
 
 (2)  A pharmacy, pharmacy benefit manager, or pharmacy benefit manager affiliate 
licensed or operating in Mississippi shall be prohibited from: 
 
  (a) * * *  Steering; 
 
  (b)  Transferring or sharing records relative to prescription information 
containing patient identifiable and prescriber identifiable data to or from a pharmacy 
benefit manager affiliate for any commercial purpose; however, nothing in this section 
shall be construed to prohibit the exchange of prescription information between a 
pharmacy and its affiliate for the limited purposes of pharmacy reimbursement; formulary 
compliance; pharmacy care; public health activities otherwise authorized by law; or 
utilization review by a health care provider; or 
 
  (c)  Presenting a claim for payment to any individual, third-party payor, 
affiliate, or other entity for a service furnished * * * by steering from * * * a pharmacy 
benefit manager or pharmacy benefit manager affiliate * * *; or 
 
  (d)  Interfering with the patient's right to choose the patient's pharmacy or 
provider of choice, including inducement, required referrals or offering financial or other 
incentives or measures that would constitute a violation of Section 83-9-6. 
 
 (3)  This section shall not be construed to prohibit a pharmacy from entering into 
an agreement with a pharmacy benefit manager or pharmacy benefit manager affiliate to 
provide pharmacy care to patients, provided that neither the pharmacy * * * nor the 
pharmacy benefit manager or pharmacy benefit manager affiliate violate subsection (2) of 
this section and the pharmacy provides the disclosures required in subsection (1) of this 
section. 
 
 * * * 
 
 ( * * *4)  In addition to any other remedy provided by law, a violation of this section 
by a pharmacy shall be grounds for disciplinary action by the board under its authority 
granted in this chapter. 
 
 ( * * *5)  A pharmacist who fills a prescription that violates subsection (2) of this 
section shall not be liable under this section. 
 
 (6)  This section shall not apply to facilities licensed to fill prescriptions solely for 
employees of a plan sponsor or employer. 
 
 SECTION 8.  The following shall be codified as Section 73-21-162, Mississippi 
Code of 1972: 
 
 73-21-162.  (1)  Retaliation is prohibited. 
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  (a)  A pharmacy benefit manager, pharmacy benefit manager affiliate or 
PSAO shall not retaliate against a pharmacist or pharmacy based on the pharmacist's or 
pharmacy's exercise of any right or remedy under this chapter.  Retaliation prohibited by 
this section includes, but is not limited to: 
 
   (i)  Terminating or refusing to renew a contract with the pharmacist or 
pharmacy; 
 
   (ii)  Subjecting the pharmacist or pharmacy to an increased frequency 
of audits, number of claims audited or amount of monies for claims audited; or 
 
   (iii)  Failing to promptly pay the pharmacist or pharmacy any money 
owed by the pharmacy benefit manager to the pharmacist or pharmacy. 
 
  (b)  For the purposes of this section, a pharmacy benefit manager, pharmacy 
benefit manager affiliate or PSAO is not considered to have retaliated against a pharmacy 
if the pharmacy benefit manager: 
 
   (i)  Takes an action in response to a credible allegation of fraud 
against the pharmacist or pharmacy; and 
 
   (ii)  Provides reasonable notice to the pharmacist or pharmacy of the 
allegation of fraud and the basis of the allegation before initiating an action. 
 
 (2)  A pharmacy benefit manager, pharmacy benefit manager affiliate or PSAO shall 
not penalize or retaliate against a pharmacist, pharmacy or pharmacy employee for 
exercising any rights under this chapter, initiating any judicial or regulatory actions or 
discussing or disclosing information pertaining to an agreement with a pharmacy benefit 
manager or a pharmacy benefit manager affiliate when testifying or otherwise appearing 
before any governmental agency, legislative member or body or any judicial authority. 
 
 SECTION 9.  Section 73-21-163, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 73-21-163.  (1)  Whenever the board has reason to believe that a pharmacy benefit 
manager * * *, pharmacy benefit manager affiliate or PSAO is using, has used, or is about 
to use any method, act or practice prohibited in * * * this act and that proceedings would 
be in the public interest, it may bring an action in the name of the board against the 
pharmacy benefit manager * * *, pharmacy benefit manager affiliate or PSAO to restrain 
by temporary or permanent injunction the use of such method, act or practice.  The action 
shall be brought in the Chancery Court of the First Judicial District of Hinds County, 
Mississippi.  The court is authorized to issue temporary or permanent injunctions to 
restrain and prevent violations of * * * this act and such injunctions shall be issued without 
bond. 
 
 (2)  The board may impose a monetary penalty on a pharmacy benefit 
manager * * *, or a pharmacy benefit manager affiliate or PSAO for noncompliance with 
the provisions of * * * this act, in amounts of not less than One Thousand Dollars 
($1,000.00) per violation and not more than Twenty-five Thousand Dollars ($25,000.00) 
per violation.  Each day a violation continues for the same brand or generic product 
identifier or brand or generic code number is a separate violation.  Each day that a 
pharmacy benefit manager or PSAO does business in this state without a license is 
deemed a separate violation.  The board shall prepare a record entered upon its minutes 
that states the basic facts upon which the monetary penalty was imposed.  Any penalty 
collected under this subsection (2) shall be deposited into the special fund of the board. 
 
 (3)  For the purposes of conducting investigations, the board, through its executive 
director, may conduct audits and examinations of a pharmacy benefit manager or PSAO 
and may also issue subpoenas to any individual, pharmacy, pharmacy benefit manager, 
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PSAO or any other entity having documents or records that it deems relevant to the 
investigation. 
 
 ( * * *4)  The board may assess a monetary penalty for those reasonable costs that 
are expended by the board in the investigation and conduct of a proceeding if the board 
imposes a monetary penalty under subsection (2) of this section.  A monetary penalty 
assessed and levied under this section shall be paid to the board by the licensee, 
registrant or permit holder upon the expiration of the period allowed for appeal of those 
penalties under Section 73-21-101, or may be paid sooner if the licensee, registrant or 
permit holder elects.  Any penalty collected by the board under this subsection ( * * *4) 
shall be deposited into the special fund of the board. 
 
 ( * * *5)  When payment of a monetary penalty assessed and levied by the board 
against a licensee, registrant or permit holder in accordance with this section is not paid 
by the licensee, registrant or permit holder when due under this section, the board shall 
have the power to institute and maintain proceedings in its name for enforcement of 
payment in the chancery court of the county and judicial district of residence of the 
licensee, registrant or permit holder, or if the licensee, registrant or permit holder is a 
nonresident of the State of Mississippi, in the Chancery Court of the First Judicial District 
of Hinds County, Mississippi.  When those proceedings are instituted, the board shall 
certify the record of its proceedings, together with all documents and evidence, to the 
chancery court and the matter shall be heard in due course by the court, which shall review 
the record and make its determination thereon in accordance with the provisions of 
Section 73-21-101.  The hearing on the matter may, in the discretion of the chancellor, be 
tried in vacation. 
 
 (6)  (a)  The board may conduct audits to ensure compliance with the provisions of 
this act.  In conducting audits, the board is empowered to request production of 
documents pertaining to compliance with the provisions of this act, and documents so 
requested shall be produced within seven (7) days of the request unless extended by the 
board or its duly authorized staff. 
 
  (b)  If, after the conclusion of the audit, the pharmacy benefit manager or 
PSAO was found to be in compliance with all of the requirements of this act, then the 
board shall pay the costs of the audit.  However, the pharmacy benefit manager or PSAO 
being audited shall pay all costs of such audit if such audit reveals any noncompliance 
with this act.  The cost of the audit examination shall be deposited into the special fund 
and shall be used by the board, upon appropriation of the Legislature, to support the 
operations of the board relating to the regulation of pharmacy benefit managers. 
 
  (c)  The board is authorized to hire independent consultants to conduct 
audits of a pharmacy benefit manager and expend funds collected under this section to 
pay the cost of performing audit services. 
 
 ( * * *7)  The board shall develop and implement a uniform penalty policy that sets 
the minimum and maximum penalty for any given violation of * * * this act.  The board 
shall adhere to its uniform penalty policy except in those cases where the board 
specifically finds, by majority vote, that a penalty in excess of, or less than, the uniform 
penalty is appropriate.  That vote shall be reflected in the minutes of the board and shall 
not be imposed unless it appears as having been adopted by the board. 
 
 SECTION 10.  The following shall be codified as Section 73-21-165, Mississippi 
Code of 1972: 
 
 73-21-165.  (1)  Each drug manufacturer shall submit a report to the board no later 
than the fifteenth day of January, April, July and October with the current wholesale 
acquisition cost information for the prescription drugs sold in or into the state by that drug 
manufacturer; provided, however, the first report due under this subsection shall not be 
due until October 1, 2025. 
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 (2)  Not more than thirty (30) days after an increase in wholesale acquisition cost 
of forty percent (40%) or greater over the preceding five (5) calendar years or ten percent 
(10%) or greater in the preceding twelve (12) months for a prescription drug with a 
wholesale acquisition cost of Seventy Dollars ($70.00) or more for a 
manufacturer-packaged drug container, a drug manufacturer shall submit a report to the 
board. The report must contain the following information: 
 
  (a)  The name of the drug; 
 
  (b)  Whether the drug is a brand name or a generic; 
 
  (c)  The effective date of the change in wholesale acquisition cost; 
 
  (d)  Aggregate, company-level research and development costs for the 
previous calendar year; 
 
  (e)  Aggregate rebate amounts paid to each pharmacy benefit manager or 
PSAO for the previous calendar year; 
 
  (f)  The name of each of the drug manufacturer's drugs approved by the 
United States Food and Drug Administration in the previous five (5) calendar years; 
 
  (g)  The name of each of the drug manufacturer's drugs that lost patent 
exclusivity in the United States in the previous five (5) calendar years; and 
 
  (h)  A concise statement of rationale regarding the factor or factors that 
caused the increase in the wholesale acquisition cost, such as raw ingredient shortage or 
increase in pharmacy benefit manager's or PSAO's rebates. 
 
 (3)  A manufacturer's obligations under this section shall be fully satisfied by the 
submission of any information and data that a manufacturer includes in the manufacturer's 
annual consolidated report on Securities and Exchange Form 10-K or any other public 
disclosure.  A drug manufacturer shall notify the board in writing if the drug manufacturer 
is introducing a new prescription drug to market at a wholesale acquisition cost that 
exceeds the threshold set for a specialty drug under the Medicare Part D Program. 
 
 (4)  The notice must include a concise statement of rationale regarding the factor 
or factors that caused the new drug to exceed the Medicare Part D Program price.  The 
drug manufacturer shall 
 
provide the written notice within three (3) calendar days following the release of the drug 
in the commercial market.  A drug manufacturer may make the notification pending 
approval by the United States Food and Drug Administration if commercial availability is 
expected within three (3) calendar days following the approval. 
 
 (5)  On or before October 1st of each year, a pharmacy benefit manager or PSAO 
providing services for a health care plan shall file a report with the board.  The report must 
contain the 
 
following information for the previous state fiscal year:  
 
  (a)  The aggregated rebates, fees, price protection payments, and any other 
payments collected from each drug manufacturer; 
 
  (b)  The aggregated dollar amount of rebates, price protection payments, 
fees, and any other payments collected from each drug manufacturer which were passed 
to health insurers; 
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  (c)  The aggregated fees, price concessions, penalties, effective rates, and 
any other financial incentive collected from pharmacies which were passed to enrollees 
at the point of sale; 
 
  (d)  The aggregated dollar amount of rebates, price protection payments, 
fees, and any other payments collected from drug manufacturers which were retained as 
revenue by the pharmacy benefit manager or PSAO; and 
 
  (e)  The aggregated rebates passed on to employers. 
 
 (6)  Reports submitted by pharmacy benefit managers and PSAOs under this 
section may not disclose the identity of a specific health benefit plan or enrollee, the 
identity of a drug manufacturer, the prices charged for specific drugs or classes of drugs, 
or the amount of any rebates or fees provided for specific drugs or classes of drugs. 
 
 (7)  On or before October 1st of each year, each health insurer shall submit a report 
to the board.  The report must contain the following information for the previous two (2) 
calendar years: 
 
  (a)  Names of the twenty-five (25) most frequently prescribed drugs across 
all plans; 
 
  (b)  Names of the twenty-five (25) prescription drugs dispensed with the 
highest dollar spent in terms of gross revenue;  
 
  (c)  Percent of increase in annual net spending for prescription drugs across 
all plans; 
 
  (d)  Percent of increase in premiums which is attributable to prescription 
drugs across all plans; 
 
  (e)  Percentage of specialty drugs with utilization management requirements 
across all plans; and 
 
  (f)  Premium reductions attributable to specialty drug utilization 
management. 
 
 (8)  A report submitted by a health insurer may not disclose the identity of a specific 
health benefit plan or the prices charged for specific prescription drugs or classes of 
prescription drugs. 
 
 (9)  This section shall stand repealed on June 30, 2028. 
 
 SECTION 11.  The following shall be codified as Section 73-21-167, Mississippi 
Code of 1972: 
 
 73-21-167.  (1)  The board shall develop a website to publish information the board 
receives under this chapter.  The board shall make the website available on the board's 
website with a dedicated link prominently displayed on the home page, or by a separate, 
easily identifiable Internet address. 
 
 (2)  Within sixty (60) days of receipt of reported information under this chapter, the 
board shall publish the reported information on the website developed under this section.  
The information the board publishes may not disclose or tend to disclose trade secrets, 
proprietary, commercial, financial or confidential information of any pharmacy, pharmacy 
benefit manager, PSAO, drug wholesaler, drug manufacturer or hospital. 
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 (3)  The board may adopt rules to implement this chapter.  The board shall develop 
forms that must be used for reporting required under this chapter.  The board may contract 
for services 
 
to implement this chapter. 
 
 (4)  A report received by the board shall not be subject to the provisions of the 
federal Freedom of Information Act or the Mississippi Public Records Act and shall not be 
released by the board unless subject to an order from a court of competent jurisdiction.  
The board shall destroy or delete or cause to be destroyed or deleted all such information 
thirty (30) days after the board determines that the information is no longer necessary or 
useful. 
 
 (5)  This section shall stand repealed on June 30, 2028. 
 
 SECTION 12.  The following shall be codified as Section 73-21-169, Mississippi 
Code of 1972: 
 
 73-21-169.  (1)  Pharmacy benefit managers and PSAOs shall also identify to the 
board any ownership affiliation of any kind with any pharmacy which, either directly or 
indirectly, through 
 
one or more intermediaries: 
 
  (a)  Has an investment or ownership interest in a pharmacy benefit manager 
or PSAO holding a certificate of authority; 
 
  (b)  Shares common ownership with a pharmacy benefit manager or PSAO 
holding a certificate of authority in this state; or 
 
  (c)  Has an investor or a holder of an ownership interest which is a pharmacy 
benefit manager or PSAO holding a certificate of authority issued in this state. 
 
 (2)  A pharmacy benefit manager or PSAO shall report any change in information 
required by this act to the board in writing within sixty (60) days after the change occurs. 
 
 (3)  This section shall stand repealed on June 30, 2028. 
 
 SECTION 13.  This act shall take effect and be in force from and after July 1, 2025. 
 
 Further, amend by striking the title in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 
 
 
 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 73-21-151, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO 
REFERENCE NEW SECTIONS IN THE PHARMACY BENEFIT PROMPT PAY ACT; TO 
AMEND SECTION 73-21-153, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO DEFINE NEW TERMS 
AND REVISE THE DEFINITIONS OF EXISTING TERMS UNDER THE PHARMACY 
BENEFIT PROMPT PAY ACT; TO AMEND SECTION 73-21-155, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 
1972, TO CONFORM DEFINITIONS FOR "CLEAN CLAIM" AND "NETWORK 
PHARMACY"; TO AMEND SECTION 73-21-156, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO 
REQUIRE PHARMACY BENEFIT MANAGERS TO PROVIDE A REASONABLE 
ADMINISTRATIVE APPEAL PROCEDURE TO ALLOW PHARMACIES TO CHALLENGE 
A REIMBURSEMENT FOR A SPECIFIC DRUG OR DRUGS AS BEING BELOW THE 
REIMBURSEMENT RATE REQUIRED BY THE PRECEDING PROVISION; TO 
PROVIDE THAT IF THE APPEAL IS UPHELD, THE PHARMACY BENEFIT MANAGER 
SHALL MAKE THE CHANGE IN THE PAYMENT TO THE REQUIRED 
REIMBURSEMENT RATE; TO AMEND SECTION 73-21-157, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 
1972, TO REQUIRE A PHARMACY SERVICES ADMINISTRATIVE ORGANIZATION 
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(PSAO) TO BE LICENSED WITH THE MISSISSIPPI BOARD OF PHARMACY; TO 
REQUIRE A PSAO TO PROVIDE TO A PHARMACY OR PHARMACIST A COPY OF ANY 
CONTRACT ENTERED INTO ON BEHALF OF THE PHARMACY OR PHARMACIST BY 
THE PSAO; TO CREATE NEW SECTION 73-21-158, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO 
PROHIBIT A PHARMACY BENEFIT MANAGER, PSAO, CARRIER OR HEALTH PLAN 
FROM SPREAD PRICING; TO AMEND SECTION 73-21-161, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 
1972, TO PROHIBIT A PHARMACY BENEFIT MANAGER OR PHARMACY BENEFIT 
MANAGER AFFILIATES FROM ORDERING A PATIENT TO USE A SPECIFIC 
PHARMACY OR PHARMACIES, INCLUDING AN AFFILIATE PHARMACY; OFFERING 
OR IMPLEMENTING PLAN DESIGNS THAT PENALIZE A PATIENT WHEN A PATIENT 
CHOOSES NOT TO USE A PARTICULAR PHARMACY, INCLUDING AN AFFILIATE 
PHARMACY; ADVERTISING OR PROMOTING A PHARMACY, INCLUDING AN 
AFFILIATE PHARMACY, OVER ANOTHER IN-NETWORK PHARMACY; CREATING 
NETWORK OR ENGAGING IN PRACTICES THAT EXCLUDE AN IN-NETWORK 
PHARMACY; ENGAGING IN A PRACTICE THAT ATTEMPTS TO LIMIT THE 
DISTRIBUTION OF A PRESCRIPTION DRUG TO CERTAIN PHARMACIES; 
INTERFERING WITH THE PATIENT'S RIGHT TO CHOOSE THE PATIENT'S 
PHARMACY OR PROVIDER OF CHOICE; TO PROVIDE THAT THIS SECTION DOES 
NOT APPLY TO FACILITIES LICENSED TO FILL PRESCRIPTIONS SOLELY FOR 
EMPLOYEES OF A PLAN SPONSOR OR EMPLOYER; TO CREATE NEW SECTION 
73-21-162, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO PROHIBIT PHARMACY BENEFIT 
MANAGERS, PHARMACY BENEFIT MANAGER AFFILIATES AND PHARMACY 
SERVICES ADMINISTRATIVE ORGANIZATIONS (PSAOS) FROM PENALIZING OR 
RETALIATING AGAINST A PHARMACIST, PHARMACY OR PHARMACY EMPLOYEE 
FOR EXERCISING ANY RIGHTS UNDER THIS ACT, INITIATING ANY JUDICIAL OR 
REGULATORY ACTIONS, OR APPEARING BEFORE ANY GOVERNMENTAL AGENCY, 
LEGISLATIVE MEMBER OR BODY OR ANY JUDICIAL AUTHORITY; TO AMEND 
SECTION 73-21-163, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO AUTHORIZE THE BOARD OF 
PHARMACY, FOR THE PURPOSES OF CONDUCTING INVESTIGATIONS, TO 
CONDUCT EXAMINATIONS OF A PHARMACY BENEFIT MANAGER OR PSAO AND 
TO ISSUE SUBPOENAS TO OBTAIN DOCUMENTS OR RECORDS THAT IT DEEMS 
RELEVANT TO THE INVESTIGATION; TO CREATE NEW SECTION 73-21-165, 
MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO REQUIRE EACH DRUG MANUFACTURER TO 
SUBMIT A REPORT TO THE BOARD OF PHARMACY THAT INCLUDES THE CURRENT 
WHOLESALE ACQUISITION COST; TO REQUIRE SUCH ENTITIES TO PROVIDE THE 
BOARD OF PHARMACY WITH VARIOUS DRUG PRICING INFORMATION WITHIN A 
CERTAIN TIME; TO REQUIRE PHARMACY BENEFIT MANAGERS AND PSAOS TO 
FILE A REPORT WITH THE BOARD OF PHARMACY; TO REQUIRE EACH HEALTH 
INSURER TO SUBMIT A REPORT TO THE BOARD OF PHARMACY THAT INCLUDES 
CERTAIN DRUG PRESCRIPTION INFORMATION; TO CREATE NEW SECTION 
73-21-167, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO REQUIRE THE BOARD OF PHARMACY 
TO DEVELOP A WEBSITE TO PUBLISH INFORMATION RELATED TO THE ACT; TO 
CREATE NEW SECTION 73-21-169, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO REQUIRE 
PHARMACY BENEFIT MANAGERS AND PSAOS TO IDENTIFY OWNERSHIP 
AFFILIATION OF ANY KIND TO THE BOARD OF PHARMACY; AND FOR RELATED 
PURPOSES. 
 
 
 
 Senator Bryan moved that H. B. No. 1123 be tabled subject to call, and the motion 
prevailed. 
 

__________ 
 
 Senator Bryan called up the following entitled bill: 
 
 H. B. No. 1402: Vital records; fees for certain may be used by Board of Health for 
public health programs. 



SENATE JOURNAL 
MONDAY, MARCH 10, 2025 

 

1318 

 
 Senator Bryan offered the following COMMITTEE AMENDMENT NO. 1. 
 
 Amend by striking all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 
 
 
 SECTION 1.  Section 41-57-57, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 41-57-57.  In order to secure records of marriages and births in the several counties 
in this state from the earliest records down to the present time, the State Board of Health 
is * * * authorized and empowered to make contract with the circuit clerks or others of this 
state to compile for the Bureau of Vital Statistics complete lists of marriages in the various 
counties from the earliest records down to the present time. In order to complete these 
records by securing records of * * * those marriages in all * * * those counties, the State 
Board of Health is * * * authorized and empowered to deposit all * * * monies received as 
fees for certified copies of births, deaths and marriages in the State Treasury in a separate 
account to be used for the completion of the vital statistics on marriages in the various 
counties, and for clerical expenses and other expenses necessary for completion and 
issuance of birth records.  * * * Such fund shall be paid out for * * * these purposes only 
on voucher issued for these purposes by the State Board of Health. When * * * those 
statistics of past marriages in the several counties shall have been completed and paid 
for, then all of * * * those funds that may remain on hand and all other such funds collected 
for certified copies of birth, death and marriage records thereafter may be used for the 
completion of birth records and/or public health programs pertaining to maternal, infant 
and child health and the completion of all other vital records and statistics. 
 
 SECTION 2.  This act shall take effect and be in force from and after July 1, 2025. 
 
 Further, amend by striking the title in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 
 
 
 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 41-57-57, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO 
AUTHORIZE THE STATE BOARD OF HEALTH TO USE CERTAIN FUNDS RECEIVED 
AS FEES FOR CERTIFIED COPIES OF BIRTHS, DEATHS AND MARRIAGES FOR 
PUBLIC HEALTH PROGRAMS PERTAINING TO MATERNAL, INFANT AND CHILD 
HEALTH AND THE COMPLETION OF ALL OTHER VITAL RECORDS AND STATISTICS; 
AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 
 
 
 Committee Amendment No. 1 to H. B. No. 1402 was adopted. 
 
 YEAS AND NAYS On H. B. No. 1402.  On motion of Senator Bryan, the rules were 
suspended, the bill considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and nays 
being taken, it passed as amended, title standing as stated, by the following vote: 
 
 Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan, 
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins, 
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, 
McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Parks, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, 
Seymour, Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, 
Thompson, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger.  Total--50. 
 Nays--None. 
 Absent and those not voting--Turner-Ford.  Total--1. 
 Vacancies--1. 
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__________ 
 
 Senators Bryan, Harkins and McCaughn entered a motion to reconsider the vote 
whereby H. B. No. 598 passed the Senate as amended. 
 
 H. B. No. 598: Publishers' fees; revise those charged for publication of legal 
documents. 

__________ 
 
 Senator DeBar moved that the rules be suspended to move to calendar item 193, 
H. B. No. 1630, and the motion prevailed. 
 
 Senator DeBar called up the following entitled bill: 
 
 H. B. No. 1630: "Mississippi Student Funding Formula"; revise to clarify certain 
provisions related to. 
 
 
 COMMITTEE AMENDMENT NO. 1 was replaced by SUBSTITUTE FOR 
COMMITTEE AMENDMENT NO. 1. 
 
 
 Senator DeBar offered the following SUBSTITUTE FOR COMMITTEE 
AMENDMENT NO. 1. 
 
 Amend by striking all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 
 
 
 SECTION 1.  Section 37-23-31, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 37-23-31.  (1)  (a)  When five (5) or more children under twenty-one (21) years of 
age who, because of significant developmental disabilities, complex communication 
needs, significant language or learning deficits or any combination of either, are unable to 
have their educational needs met appropriately in a regular or special education public 
school program within their local public school districts, a state-supported university or 
college shall be authorized and empowered, in its discretion, to provide a program of 
education, instruction and training to such children, provided that such program shall 
operate under rules, regulations, policies and standards adopted by the State Department 
of Education, as provided for in Section 37-23-33.  The opinion of a parent or guardian in 
regard to the provision of an appropriate special education program in or by their 
respective local public school district shall be considered before a placement decision is 
finalized.  Parents of students enrolled in a local education agency (LEA) shall have any 
and all rights as provided in the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, including, but 
not limited to, the right to equal participation in their child's Individualized Education 
Program (IEP), the right to require review of their child's IEP, and the right to appeal an 
IEP Committee decision immediately.  The parent or guardian or local educational agency 
shall have the right to audio record the proceedings of individualized education program 
team meetings.  The parent or guardian or local educational agency shall notify the 
members of the individualized education program team of his, her, or its intent to audio 
record a meeting at least twenty-four (24) hours prior to the meeting. 
 
  (b)  Instructors, including speech-language pathologists, educational 
audiologists and special and early childhood educators are qualified and empowered to 
serve as the lead teacher for children enrolled within the state-supported university's or 
college's university-based program (UBP) through the IDEA-Part C and IDEA-Part B 
eligibility and placement process upon completing instructional licensure 
requirements * * *. 
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  (c)  Due to the significance of the needs of the children served through the 
UBP, general education setting requirements may not be applicable as the least restrictive 
environment.  Students enrolled in a UBP by a LEA shall meet all state educational 
requirements, including participation in statewide assessments.  Justification for 
placement decisions is determined in conjunction with the LEA through each child's IEP 
for ages three (3) to twenty-one (21).  The UBP shall submit to the local education agency 
and the parents of the student in the program a progress report each semester on all IEP 
goals and objectives.  The UBP and local education agency shall confer annually to 
develop the IEP for each student enrolled in the UBP.  
 
 (2)  Any state-supported university or college conducting a full-time medical 
teaching program acceptable to the State Board of Education may, at its discretion, enter 
into such contracts or agreements with any private school or nonprofit 
corporation-supported institution, the Mississippi School for the Deaf, or any 
state-supported institution, providing the special education contemplated by this section 
for such services, provided the private school or institution offering such services shall 
have conducted a program of such services at standards acceptable to the State 
Department of Education for a period of at least one (1) year prior to the date at which the 
university or college proposes to enter into an agreement or contract for special 
educational services as described above. 
 
 SECTION 2.  Section 37-23-33, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 37-23-33.  (1)  Such program of education, instruction and training as is provided 
for in Section 37-23-31 shall be furnished in such manner as shall be provided by rules 
and regulations adopted by the State Board of Education, which for such purposes shall 
have the full power to adopt such rules, regulations, policies and standards as it may 
deem necessary to carry out the purpose of Sections 37-23-31 through 37-23-35, 
including the establishment of qualifications consistent with the requirements of 
subsection (2) of this section for any teachers employed under the provisions thereof.  It 
is expressly provided, however, that no program of education, instruction and training shall 
be furnished except in a university or college supported by the State of Mississippi and 
only in cases where such university or college shall consent thereto and shall provide any 
classroom space, furniture and facilities which may be deemed necessary in carrying out 
the provisions of those sections. 
 
 (2)  Speech-language pathologists, educational audiologists, and special and early 
childhood educators are qualified and authorized to serve as the lead teacher for children 
enrolled in a university or college-based program through the IDEA-Part C and IDEA-Part 
B eligibility and placement process.  Whenever communication is a primary area of 
concern on a child's Individualized Family Service Plan (IFSP) or Individualized Education 
Program (IEP), a speech-language pathologist or educational audiologist may serve as 
the lead instructor with an educator serving as a related service provider as necessary to 
meet the educational needs of the child.  Speech-language pathologists and educational 
audiologists must undergo extensive college coursework in communication-based 
disorders impacting multiple areas of development, including cognition.  The content of 
the college coursework must include typical and atypical development for ages birth 
through death.  In addition to completing the college coursework, these instructional 
providers must meet all instructional licensure requirements as set forth by the State 
Department of Education * * *. 
 
 (3)  The State Department of Education through its general supervision 
responsibilities set forth by the Office of Special Education Programs at the United States 
Department of Education, shall require that the program of education, instruction and 
training be designed to provide individualized appropriate special education and related 
services that enable a child to reach his or her appropriate and uniquely designed goals 
for success. 
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 (4)  A university- or college-based program must submit all reports and data 
required by the State Department of Education on the same or similar time schedule and 
in the same or similar manner that same or similar reports and data must be submitted to 
the department by local educational agencies. 
 
 SECTION 3.  Section 37-23-35, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 37-23-35.  (1)  When any children who are residents of the State of Mississippi and 
qualify under the provisions of Section 37-23-31, are provided a program of education, 
instruction and training within a school under the provisions of Section 37-23-31, the State 
Department of Education shall allocate * * * funds equivalent to the full base student cost 
and all qualifying weighted adjustments as prescribed in Section 37-151-205.  The 
university or college shall be eligible for state and federal funds for such programs in 
accordance with IDEA.  The university or college shall be responsible for providing for the 
additional costs of the program. 
 
 (2)  IDEA-Part B and preschool allocations for each LEA shall be determined and 
calculated by the State Department of Education with notification provided to the UBP of 
the total amount of funds being distributed to the LEA.  The LEA and UBP shall enter into 
a collaborative agreement that describes the services provided and the funds required for 
such services. 
 
 (3)  State funds for transportation, extended school year and * * * total funding 
formula funds, including National Board Certification/Speech-Language Pathology 
Supplements, shall be distributed by the State Department of Education directly to the 
state-supported university or college for students placed either through the Individualized 
Education Program (IEP) process or who are parentally placed.  The university-based 
program (UBP) shall submit this information directly to the State Department of Education. 
 
 SECTION 4.  Section 37-61-33, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 37-61-33.  (1)  There is created within the State Treasury a special fund to be 
designated the "Education Enhancement Fund" into which shall be deposited all the 
revenues collected pursuant to Sections 27-65-75(5), (7) and (8) and 27-67-31(a) and (b). 
 
 (2)  Of the amount deposited into the Education Enhancement Fund, Sixteen 
Million Dollars ($16,000,000.00) shall be appropriated each fiscal year to the State 
Department of Education to be distributed to all school districts.  Such money shall be 
distributed to all school districts in the proportion that the net enrollment of each school 
district bears to the net enrollment of all school districts within the state for the following 
purposes: 
 
  (a)  Purchasing, erecting, repairing, equipping, remodeling and enlarging 
school buildings and related facilities, including gymnasiums, auditoriums, lunchrooms, 
vocational training buildings, libraries, teachers' homes, school barns, transportation 
vehicles (which shall include new and used transportation vehicles) and garages for 
transportation vehicles, and purchasing land therefor; 
 
  (b)  Establishing and equipping school athletic fields and necessary facilities 
connected therewith, and purchasing land therefor; 
 
  (c)  Providing necessary water, light, heating, air-conditioning and sewerage 
facilities for school buildings, and purchasing land therefor; 
 
  (d)  As a pledge to pay all or a portion of the debt service on debt issued by 
the school district under Sections 37-59-1 through 37-59-45, 37-59-101 through 
37-59-115, 37-7-351 through 37-7-359, 37-41-89 through 37-41-99, 37-7-301, 37-7-302 
and 37-41-81, or debt issued by boards of supervisors for agricultural high schools 
pursuant to Section 37-27-65, if such pledge is accomplished pursuant to a written 



SENATE JOURNAL 
MONDAY, MARCH 10, 2025 

 

1322 

contract or resolution approved and spread upon the minutes of an official meeting of the 
district's school board or board of supervisors.  The annual grant to such district in any 
subsequent year during the term of the resolution or contract shall not be reduced below 
an amount equal to the district's grant amount for the year in which the contract or 
resolution was adopted.  The intent of this provision is to allow school districts to 
irrevocably pledge a certain, constant stream of revenue as security for long-term 
obligations issued under the code sections enumerated in this paragraph or as otherwise 
allowed by law.  It is the intent of the Legislature that the provisions of this paragraph shall 
be cumulative and supplemental to any existing funding programs or other authority 
conferred upon school districts or school boards.  Debt of a district secured by a pledge 
of sales tax revenue pursuant to this paragraph shall not be subject to any debt limitation 
contained in the foregoing enumerated code sections; and 
 
  (e)  Any other purpose for which the total funding formula funds as 
determined by Sections 37-151-200 through 37-151-215 are not sufficient. 
 
 (3)  The remainder of the money deposited into the Education Enhancement Fund 
shall be appropriated as follows: 
 
  (a)  To the State Department of Education as follows: 
 
   (i)  Sixteen and sixty-one one-hundredths percent (16.61%) to the 
cost of the total funding formula determined under Sections 37-151-200 through 
37-151-215; of the funds generated by the percentage set forth in this section for the 
support of the * * * total funding formula, one and one hundred seventy-eight 
one-thousandths percent (1.178%) of the funds shall be appropriated to be used by the 
State Department of Education for the purchase of textbooks to be loaned under Sections 
37-43-1 through 37-43-59 to approved nonpublic schools, as described in Section 
37-43-1.  The funds to be distributed to each nonpublic school shall be in the proportion 
that the average daily attendance of each nonpublic school bears to the total average 
daily attendance of all nonpublic schools; 
 
   (ii)  Seven and ninety-seven one-hundredths percent (7.97%) to 
assist the funding of transportation operations and maintenance pursuant to Section 
37-19-23; and 
 
   (iii)  Nine and sixty-one one-hundredths percent (9.61%) for 
classroom supplies, instructional materials and equipment, including computers and 
computer software, to be distributed to all eligible teachers within the state through the 
use of procurement cards or a digital solution capable of tracking, paying and reporting 
purchases.  Classroom supply funds shall not be expended for administrative purposes.  
On a date to be determined by the State Department of Education, but not later than July 
1 of each year, local school districts shall determine and submit to the State Department 
of Education the number of teachers eligible to receive an allocation for the current year.  
For purposes of this subparagraph, "teacher" means any employee of the school board 
of a school district, or the Mississippi School for the Arts, the Mississippi School for Math 
and Science, the Mississippi School for the Blind, the Mississippi School for the Deaf or 
public charter school, who is required by law to obtain a teacher's license from the State 
Department of Education and who is assigned to an instructional area of work as defined 
by the department, and shall include any full- or part-time gifted or special education 
teacher.  It is the intent of the Legislature that all classroom teachers shall utilize these 
funds in a manner that addresses individual classroom needs and supports the overall 
goals of the school regarding supplies, instructional materials, equipment, computers or 
computer software under the provisions of this subparagraph, including the type, quantity 
and quality of such supplies, materials and equipment.  Classroom supply funds allocated 
under this subparagraph shall supplement, not replace, other local and state funds 
available for the same purposes.  The State Board of Education shall develop and 
promulgate rules and regulations for the administration of this subparagraph consistent 
with the above criteria, with particular emphasis on allowing the individual teachers to 
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expend funds as they deem appropriate.  The local school board shall require each school 
to issue credentials for a digital solution selected by or procurement cards provided by the 
Department of Finance and Administration under the provisions of Section 31-7-9(1)(c) 
for the use of teachers and necessary support personnel in making instructional supply 
fund expenditures under this section, consistent with the regulations of the Mississippi 
Department of Finance and Administration pursuant to Section 31-7-9.  Such credentials 
or procurement cards shall be provided by the State Department of Education to local 
school districts on a date determined by the State Department of Education, but not later 
than August 1 of each year.  Local school districts shall issue such credentials or 
procurement cards to classroom teachers at the beginning of the school year, but no later 
than August 1 of each year, and shall be issued in equal amounts per teacher determined 
by the total number of qualifying personnel and the current state appropriation for 
classroom supplies with the Education Enhancement Fund.  After initial cards are issued 
under the timeline prescribed by this section, the State Department of Education may 
issue cards to districts for any classroom teacher hired after July 1 under a timeline 
prescribed by the State Department of Education.  Such credentials or cards will expire 
on a predetermined date at the end of each school year, but not before April 1 of each 
year; 
 
  (b)  Twenty-two and nine one-hundredths percent (22.09%) to the Board of 
Trustees of State Institutions of Higher Learning for the purpose of supporting institutions 
of higher learning; and 
 
  (c)  Fourteen and forty-one one-hundredths percent (14.41%) to the 
Mississippi Community College Board for the purpose of providing support to community 
and junior colleges. 
 
 (4)  The amount remaining in the Education Enhancement Fund after funds are 
distributed as provided in subsections (2) and (3) of this section shall be appropriated for 
other educational needs. 
 
 (5)  None of the funds appropriated pursuant to subsection (3)(a) of this section 
shall be used to reduce the state's General Fund appropriation for the categories listed in 
an amount below the following amounts: 
 
  (a)  For subsection (3)(a)(ii) of this section, Thirty-six Million Seven Hundred 
Thousand Dollars ($36,700,000.00); 
 
  (b)  For the aggregate of minimum program allotments in the 1997 fiscal 
year, formerly provided for in Chapter 19, Title 37, Mississippi Code of 1972, as amended, 
excluding those funds for transportation as provided for in paragraph (a) of this 
subsection. 
 
 (6)  Any funds appropriated from the Education Enhancement Fund that are 
unexpended at the end of a fiscal year shall lapse into the Education Enhancement Fund. 
 
 SECTION 5.  Section 37-151-207, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as 
follows: 
 
 37-151-207.  (1)  The net enrollment of a school district or charter school for use in 
the funding formula must be computed and currently maintained by the State Board of 
Education in accordance with the following: 
 
  (a)  Determination of school district net enrollment for use in the funding 
formula.  Effective with fiscal year 2026, the State Department of Education shall * * * use 
the school district's net enrollment for months two (2) and three (3) for the preceding 
school year for which funds are being appropriated.  
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  (b)  Determination of charter school net enrollment for use in the funding 
formula.  Effective with fiscal year 2026, the department shall base a charter school's net 
enrollment on the enrollment projections for the relevant year set forth over the term of 
the charter contract.  
 
  (c)  The net enrollment of a school district used for funding formula 
calculations, as determined in paragraph (a) of this subsection, must be reconciled with 
the school district's net enrollment using months two (2) and three (3) for the year for 
which total funding formula funds are being appropriated, and any necessary adjustments 
must be made to payments during the school district's following year of operation.  Any 
necessary adjustment for a school district must be based on the state share of the per 
pupil amount in effect for the year for which actual net enrollment did not meet 
expectations and not any new amount appropriated for the year in which the adjustment 
will be made.  Reconciliation of net enrollment for charter schools must be based on 
requirements set forth in Section 37-28-55. 
 
 (2)  The net enrollment of a school district or charter school must include any 
student enrolled in a dual enrollment-dual credit program as defined and provided for in 
Section 37-15-38.  The State Department of Education shall make payments for dual 
enrollment-dual credit programs to the home school district or charter school in which the 
student is enrolled, in accordance with regulations promulgated by the State Board of 
Education.  All state funding under the formula must cease upon completion of high school 
graduation requirements.  
 
 (3)  The State Board of Education shall promulgate such rules and regulations as 
may be necessary for the counting and reporting of student enrollment by school districts 
and charter schools to the department in a manner that enables the provisions of Sections 
37-151-200 through 37-151-215 to be carried out.  The rules and regulations must require 
school districts and charter schools to submit data that includes, at a minimum, numbers 
for the specific student populations that are subject to weighting under Sections 
37-151-200 through 37-151-215 as well as the aggregate amount of students in 
enrollment when each calculation is made.  For the first year of operation of a charter 
school, the State Board of Education shall use imputed student demographic data based 
on the traditional district in which the charter school is located to estimate student 
populations that are subject to weighting under Sections 37-151-200 through 37-151-215. 
 
 (4)  The superintendent of each school district and the head of school of each 
charter school, as applicable, shall submit the data required by subsection (3) of this 
section with a signed affidavit attesting that the data submitted to the department is 
accurate to the best of the superintendent's knowledge, and any inaccuracies later 
discovered will be reported to the department.  The State Board of Education shall be 
specifically authorized and empowered to withhold allocations from the total funding 
formula funds as provided in Sections 37-151-200 through 37-151-215, to any school 
district or charter school for improperly or inaccurately reporting the student data required 
by Sections 37-151-200 through 37-151-215. 
 
 SECTION 6.  Section 37-159-7, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 37-159-7.  The school board of any school district situated within a geographical 
area of the state where there exists a critical shortage of teachers, as designated by the 
State Board of Education, in its discretion, may reimburse persons who interview for 
employment as a licensed teacher with the district for the mileage and other actual 
expenses incurred in the course of travel to and from the interview by such persons at the 
rate authorized for county and municipal employees under Section 25-3-41.  Any 
reimbursement by a school board under this section shall be paid from funds other 
than * * * total funding formula funds. 
 
 SECTION 7.  Section 37-151-205, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as 
follows: 
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 37-151-205.  (1)  The preliminary weighted enrollment of each school district and 
charter school under Sections 37-151-200 through 37-151-215 is determined by applying 
the weights prescribed in this section, none of which are mutually exclusive of another, to 
each applicable school district or charter school's net enrollment, as determined by 
Section 37-151-207.  To determine additional funding authorized under this section, the 
number of students in a school district that are identified as the applicable weight shall be 
calculated as a percentage of the students in the school district.  Such amount shall be 
referred to as the "percentage of applicable students." 
 
 (2)  For students identified as low-income, as defined in Section 37-151-201, the 
percentage of applicable students in the school district is multiplied by thirty 
one-hundredths (30/100), and then multiplied by net enrollment. 
 
 (3)  For students identified as English Language Learners, as defined in Section 
37-151-201, the percentage of applicable students in the school district is multiplied by 
fifteen one-hundredths (15/100), and then multiplied by net enrollment. 
 
 (4)  The following weights are applied to students who are identified as entitled to 
and receiving services in a special education program: 
 
  (a)  Tier I:  For students diagnosed with a specific learning disability, speech 
and language impairment, or developmental delay, the percentage of applicable students 
in the school district is multiplied by sixty one-hundredths (60/100), and then multiplied by 
net enrollment. 
 
  (b)  Tier II:  For students diagnosed with autism, hearing impairment, 
emotional disability, orthopedic impairment, intellectual disability, or other health 
impairment, the percentage of applicable students in the school district is multiplied by 
one hundred ten one-hundredths (110/100), and then multiplied by net enrollment. 
 
  (c)  Tier III:  For students diagnosed with visual impairment, deaf-blindness, 
multiple disabilities, or traumatic brain injury, the percentage of applicable students in the 
school district is multiplied by one hundred thirty one-hundredths (130/100), and then 
multiplied by net enrollment. 
 
 For the purpose of student counts, a student entitled to and receiving special 
education services may not be included under more than one (1) tier prescribed in 
paragraphs (a), (b) and (c) of this subsection.  A student having multiple diagnoses must 
be counted under the highest tier applicable to that student. 
 
 (5)  A weight of five percent (5%) is applied to five percent (5%) of a school district 
or charter school's net enrollment for the purpose of providing gifted education, regardless 
of the number of students in a school district or charter school that have been identified 
as gifted students:  the total number of students in net enrollment in a school district or 
charter school, as determined by Section 37-151-207, is multiplied by five one-hundredths 
(5/100), which is again multiplied by five one-hundredths (5/100). 
 
 (6)  For Seventh, Eighth, Ninth, Tenth, Eleventh and Twelfth Grade students 
enrolled in a career and technical education course, as defined in Section 37-151-201, 
the percentage of applicable students in the school district is multiplied by ten 
one-hundredths (10/100), and then multiplied by net enrollment.  Students enrolled in 
multiple career and technical education courses are counted once. 
 
 (7)  In each school district or charter school where the number of students identified 
as low income, as defined in Section 37-151-201, exceeds thirty-five percent (35%) of the 
school district or charter school's net enrollment, a weight of ten percent (10%) is applied 
only to the number of low-income students in excess of the number of low-income 
students which constitute thirty-five percent (35%) of net enrollment.  The number of 
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students eligible for this weight is calculated by subtracting the number of students 
equivalent to thirty-five percent (35%) of the net enrollment of that school district or charter 
school from the total number of students in that school district or charter school identified 
as low income:  if the total percentage of applicable students identified in subsection (2) 
exceeds thirty-five percent (35%) of the school district or charter school's total net 
enrollment, as determined in Section 37-151-207, the difference between the total 
percentage of applicable students identified in subsection (2) and thirty-five percent (35%) 
of the school district or charter school's total net enrollment is multiplied by ten 
one-hundredths (10/100), and then multiplied by net enrollment. 
 
 (8)  The final weighted enrollment of each school district and charter school under 
the total funding formula as provided for in Sections 37-151-200 through 37-151-215 is 
determined as follows: 
 
  (a)  The final weighted enrollment for each school district or charter school 
that is not classified as a sparsely populated district or charter school, as defined in 
Section 37-151-201, is equivalent to the preliminary weighted enrollment of that school 
district or charter school, as determined in subsections (1) through (7) of this section:  the 
State Department of Education shall add to the school district or charter school's net 
enrollment, as determined under Section 37-151-207, each of the additional figures 
calculated in accordance with subsections (2) through (7), and this total is the final 
weighted enrollment. 
 
  (b)  The final weighted enrollment for each sparsely populated district or 
charter school, as defined in Section 37-151-201, is determined by multiplying the sparsity 
weight by the preliminary weighted enrollment, as determined in subsections (1) through 
(7) of this section, and then adding that figure to the preliminary weighted enrollment.  To 
calculate the final weighted enrollment, the State Department of Education shall add to 
the school district or charter school's net enrollment, each of the additional figures 
calculated in accordance with subsections (2) through (7) to determine the preliminary 
weighted enrollment, multiply this figure by the sparsity weight as determined below, and 
add this resulting number to the preliminary weighted enrollment to find the final weighted 
enrollment.  To calculate the sparsity weight, the State Department of Education shall find 
the difference between the number of students per square mile in that district or charter 
school and a sparsity threshold of eight (8) students per square mile, and then shall divide 
the resulting figure by one hundred (100) to create a percentage:  for example, if the 
number of students per square mile in a district is three (3), the difference is five (5) (eight 
(8) minus three (3)), and the sparsity weight is five percent (5%), or five one-hundredths 
(5/100). 
 
 SECTION 8.  Section 25-11-126, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 25-11-126.  (1)  Any person * * * who was employed as a public school teacher or 
administrator at the time of his or her retirement, has been retired at least ninety (90) days 
and is receiving a retirement allowance, and holds a standard teaching license in 
Mississippi, may be employed as a teacher in a public school district after retirement, and 
choose to continue receiving the retirement allowance under this article during his or her 
employment as a teacher after retirement, in addition to receiving the salary authorized 
under this section, along with the local contribution of the school district in which the retiree 
is employed, at the discretion of the school district. * * * 
 
 (2)  A retired teacher or administrator may only be hired to teach in a school district 
designated by the Department of Education as having critical shortages and/or critical 
subject-area shortages, and a retiree returning to work as a teacher shall hold the related 
standard teaching license and/or endorsements to teach in the subject area.  The base 
compensation authorized for returning retired employees working as teachers under 
Section 37-19-7 shall not be graduated annually in the same manner as teachers who are 
employed by a school district under traditional employment guidelines, but shall remain 
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static for the entirety of his or her eligible teaching period as a retired employee returning 
to work as a teacher. 
 
 (3)  (a)  A retired teacher or administrator may be employed as a teacher, continue 
receiving his or her retirement allowance and be a contributing member of the system 
without accruing additional retirement benefits for a total of five (5) years, which may be 
performed consecutively or intermittently.  This method is designed specifically to provide 
funding for the system to actuarially offset any pension liability created by this section.  
Each school district hiring retired * * * employees under the authority of this section, shall 
make a direct payment to PERS, which shall serve as pension liability participation 
assessment.  The pension liability participation assessment and the retired * * * 
employee's salary for returning to work as a teacher shall be determined as follows: 
 
   (i)  A school district shall rely on the salary schedule in Section 
37-19-7 in considering the salary for a retired teacher or administrator returning to work 
as a teacher; provided, however, that the school district may allocate up to * * * one 
hundred and fifty percent (150%) of the amount provided under the salary schedule 
comparable to * * * such teacher's years of service and license type as salary and 
assessment under the program.  
 
   (ii)  After determining the retired * * * employee's compensation, the 
school district may pay no more than fifty percent (50%) of the retired * * * employee's 
compensation as salary to the retired * * * employee; and 
 
   (iii)  The remaining fifty percent (50%) of the  
 
retired * * * employee's compensation as salary shall be paid by the school district to 
PERS as a pension liability participation assessment. 
 
  (b)  If a retired teacher or administrator, reemployed under the authority of 
this section, works in a school district for any portion of a scholastic year less than a full 
contractual term of traditional teachers, the time worked by the retired * * * employee shall 
constitute one (1) of the five (5) years of post retirement * * * working eligibility.  A 
retired * * * employee, under the authority of this section, shall be entitled to work in any 
applicable school district and shall not be obligated to remain in any one (1) school district 
for the entirety of his or her post retirement teaching eligibility, but shall be cumulative in 
nature so as not to exceed five (5) years.  The salary authorized under Section 37-19-7 
for retired employees returning to work as teachers shall be prorated for any period 
worked by the retired employee returning to work as a teacher that is less than one (1) full 
academic year. 
 
  (c)  The State Department of Education shall transfer to the system the * * * 
total funding formula funds of local school districts that on or after July 1, 2024, hire retired 
members as teachers under this section and other funds that otherwise would have been 
payable to the districts if the districts had not taken advantage of this section.  The 
crediting of assets and financing shall follow the provisions of Section 
 
25-11-123. 
 
  (d)  Local educational agencies shall transfer to the system * * * the total 
funding formula funds of local school districts that on or after July 1, 2024, hire retired 
members as teachers under this section and other funds that otherwise would have been 
payable to the districts if the districts had not taken advantage of this section.  The 
crediting of assets and financing must follow the provisions of Section 25-11-123. 
 
  (e)  Local education agencies may pay, from local education funding, all or 
a portion of the health insurance premiums for retired employees returning to work as 
teachers under this section. 
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 (4)  Under the authority of this section, school districts may employ retired teachers 
or administrators based on criteria established by the department of education for critical 
teacher shortage areas and critical subject-matter areas.  A school district that is not within 
a critical teacher shortage area may employ teachers for critical subject-matter areas. 
 
 (5)  A person may be hired under this section subject to the following conditions: 
 
  (a)  The retired member holds any teacher's professional license or 
certificate as may be required in Section 37-3-2, and holds the related standard teaching 
license and/or endorsements to teach in the applicable subject area; 
 
  (b)  The superintendent of the employing school district certifies in writing to 
the State Department of Education that the retired member has the requisite experience, 
training and expertise for the position to be filled; 
 
  (c)  The superintendent of the school district certifies or the principal of the 
school certifies that there was no preexisting arrangement for the person to be hired; 
 
  (d)  The person had a satisfactory performance review for the most recent 
period before retirement; and 
 
  (e)  The person is hired to teach in a critical subject-matter area or in a critical 
teacher shortage area. 
 
 (6)  The State Superintendent of Public Education shall report the persons who are 
employed under this section to the Executive Director of the Public Employees' 
Retirement System. 
 
 (7)  The department of education shall promulgate regulations that prescribe a 
salary schedule that reflects the provisions of this section.  Each school district shall create 
a policy, approved by the local school board, related to the hiring of retired teachers or 
administrators and including, but not limited to, the hiring of full- and part-time retired * * * 
employees to serve as teachers under this section and Section 25-11-127. 
 
 (8)  Any retired * * * employee who returns to work in accordance with this section 
shall not be eligible to return to work under the provisions of Section 25-11-127. 
 
 SECTION 9.  Section 37-19-7, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 37-19-7.  (1)  Teachers' salaries in each public school district shall be determined 
and paid in accordance with the scale for teachers' salaries as provided in this subsection.  
For teachers holding the following types of licenses or the equivalent as determined by 
the State Board of Education, and the following number of years of teaching experience, 
the scale shall be as follows: 

 
2022-2023 AND SUBSEQUENT SCHOOL YEARS MINIMUM SALARY SCHEDULE 

 
    Exp.     AAAA           AAA            AA              A 
 
      0   45,500.00      44,000.00      43,000.00      41,500.00 
 
      1   46,100.00      44,550.00      43,525.00      41,900.00 
 
      2   46,700.00      45,100.00      44,050.00      42,300.00 
 
      3   47,300.00      45,650.00      44,575.00      42,700.00 
 
      4   47,900.00      46,200.00      45,100.00      43,100.00 
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      5   49,250.00      47,500.00      46,350.00      44,300.00 
 
      6   49,850.00      48,050.00      46,875.00      44,700.00 
 
      7   50,450.00      48,600.00      47,400.00      45,100.00 
 
      8   51,050.00      49,150.00      47,925.00      45,500.00 
 
      9   51,650.00      49,700.00      48,450.00      45,900.00 
 
     10   53,000.00      51,000.00      49,700.00      47,100.00 
 
     11   53,600.00      51,550.00      50,225.00      47,500.00 
 
     12   54,200.00      52,100.00      50,750.00      47,900.00 
 
     13   54,800.00      52,650.00      51,275.00      48,300.00 
 
     14   55,400.00      53,200.00      51,800.00      48,700.00 
 
     15   56,750.00      54,500.00      53,050.00      49,900.00 
 
     16   57,350.00      55,050.00      53,575.00      50,300.00 
 
     17   57,950.00      55,600.00      54,100.00      50,700.00 
 
     18   58,550.00      56,150.00      54,625.00      51,100.00 
 
     19   59,150.00      56,700.00      55,150.00      51,500.00 
 
     20   60,500.00      58,000.00      56,400.00      52,700.00 
 
     21   61,100.00      58,550.00      56,925.00      53,100.00 
 
     22   61,700.00      59,100.00      57,450.00      53,500.00 
 
     23   62,300.00      59,650.00      57,975.00      53,900.00 
 
     24   62,900.00      60,200.00      58,500.00      54,300.00 
 
     25   65,400.00      62,700.00      61,000.00      56,800.00 
 
     26   66,000.00      63,250.00      61,525.00      57,200.00 
 
     27   66,600.00      63,800.00      62,050.00      57,600.00 
 
     28   67,200.00      64,350.00      62,575.00      58,000.00 
 
     29   67,800.00      64,900.00      63,100.00      58,400.00 
 
     30   68,400.00      65,450.00      63,625.00      58,800.00 
 
     31   69,000.00      66,000.00      64,150.00      59,200.00 
 
     32   69,600.00      66,550.00      64,675.00      59,600.00 
 
     33   70,200.00      67,100.00      65,200.00      60,000.00 
 
     34   70,800.00      67,650.00      65,725.00      60,400.00 
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     35 
 
  & above 71,400.00      68,200.00      66,250.00      60,800.00 

 
2024-2025 AND SUBSEQUENT SCHOOL YEARS MINIMUM SALARY SCHEDULE 

 
 The school district, with assistance from the Department of Education, shall 
consider the teacher's years of service and license type and determine the corresponding 
salary for the retired teacher or administrator returning to work as a teacher.  After 
determining the retired * * * employee's corresponding salary, the school district may 
allocate up to * * * one hundred and fifty percent (150%) of the amount provided under 
the salary schedule for such retired employee returning to work as a teacher, as 
applicable, as salary and assessment under the program. 
 
 After determining the * * * salary of the retired employee returning to work as a 
teacher, the school district may pay no more than fifty percent (50%) of the retired * * * 
employee's compensation as salary to the retired * * * employee.  The remaining fifty 
percent (50%) of the retired * * * employee's compensation as salary shall be paid by the 
school district to PERS as a pension liability participation assessment. 
 
 It is the intent of the Legislature that any state funds made available for salaries of 
licensed personnel in excess of the funds paid for such salaries for the 1986-1987 school 
year shall be paid to licensed personnel pursuant to a personnel appraisal and 
compensation system implemented by the State Board of Education.  The State Board of 
Education shall have the authority to adopt and amend rules and regulations as are 
necessary to establish, administer and maintain the system. 
 
 All teachers employed on a full-time basis shall be paid a minimum salary in 
accordance with the above scale.  However, no school district shall receive any funds 
under this section for any school year during which the local supplement paid to any 
individual teacher shall have been reduced to a sum less than that paid to that individual 
teacher for performing the same duties from local supplement during the immediately 
preceding school year.  The amount actually spent for the purposes of group health and/or 
life insurance shall be considered as a part of the aggregate amount of local supplement 
but shall not be considered a part of the amount of individual local supplement. 
 
 The level of professional training of each teacher to be used in establishing the 
salary for the teacher for each year shall be determined by the type of valid teacher's 
license issued to that teacher on or before October 1 of the current school year.  However, 
school districts are authorized, in their discretion, to negotiate the salary levels applicable 
to licensed employees who are receiving retirement benefits from the retirement system 
of another state. 
 
 (2)  (a)  The following employees shall receive an annual salary supplement in the 
amount of Six Thousand Dollars ($6,000.00), plus fringe benefits, in addition to any other 
compensation to which the employee may be entitled: 
 
   (i)  Any licensed teacher or retired employee returning to work as a 
teacher employed by a school district under the authority of Section 25-11-126 who has 
met the requirements and acquired a Master Teacher certificate from the National Board 
for Professional Teaching Standards and who is employed by a local school board or the 
State Board of Education as a teacher and not as an administrator.  Such teacher shall 
submit documentation to the State Department of Education that the certificate was 
received prior to October 15 in order to be eligible for the full salary supplement in the 
current school year, or the teacher shall submit such documentation to the State 
Department of Education prior to February 15 in order to be eligible for a prorated salary 
supplement beginning with the second term of the school year. 
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   (ii)  A licensed nurse who has met the requirements and acquired a 
certificate from the National Board for Certification of School Nurses, Inc., and who is 
employed by a local school board or the State Board of Education as a school nurse and 
not as an administrator.  The licensed school nurse shall submit documentation to the 
State Department of Education that the certificate was received before October 15 in order 
to be eligible for the full salary supplement in the current school year, or the licensed 
school nurse shall submit the documentation to the State Department of Education before 
February 15 in order to be eligible for a prorated salary supplement beginning with the 
second term of the school year. 
 
   (iii)  Any licensed school counselor who has met the requirements 
and acquired a National Certified School Counselor (NCSC) endorsement from the 
National Board of Certified Counselors and who is employed by a local school board or 
the State Board of Education as a counselor and not as an administrator.  Such licensed 
school counselor shall submit documentation to the State Department of Education that 
the endorsement was received prior to October 15 in order to be eligible for the full salary 
supplement in the current school year, or the licensed school counselor shall submit such 
documentation to the State Department of Education prior to February 15 in order to be 
eligible for a prorated salary supplement beginning with the second term of the school 
year.  However, any school counselor who started the National Board for Professional 
Teaching Standards process for school counselors between June 1, 2003, and June 30, 
2004, and completes the requirements and acquires the Master Teacher certificate shall 
be entitled to the master teacher supplement, and those counselors who complete the 
process shall be entitled to a one-time reimbursement for the actual cost of the process 
as outlined in paragraph (b) of this subsection. 
 
   (iv)  Any licensed speech-language pathologist and audiologist who 
has met the requirements and acquired a Certificate of Clinical Competence from the 
American Speech-Language-Hearing Association and any certified academic language 
therapist (CALT) who has met the certification requirements of the Academic Language 
Therapy Association and who is employed by a local school board.  The licensed 
speech-language pathologist and audiologist and certified academic language therapist 
shall submit documentation to the State Department of Education that the certificate or 
endorsement was received before October 15 in order to be eligible for the full salary 
supplement in the current school year, or the licensed speech-language pathologist and 
audiologist and certified academic language therapist shall submit the documentation to 
the State Department of Education before February 15 in order to be eligible for a prorated 
salary supplement beginning with the second term of the school year. 
 
   (v)  Any licensed athletic trainer who has met the requirements and 
acquired Board Certification for the Athletic Trainer from the Board of Certification, Inc., 
and who is employed by a local school board or the State Board of Education as an athletic 
trainer and not as an administrator.  The licensed athletic trainer shall submit 
documentation to the State Department of Education that the certificate was received 
before October 15 in order to be eligible for the full salary supplement in the current school 
year, or the licensed athletic trainer shall submit the documentation to the State 
Department of Education before February 15 in order to be eligible for a prorated salary 
supplement beginning with the second term of the school year. 
 
  (b)  An employee shall be reimbursed for the actual cost of completing each 
component of acquiring the certificate or endorsement, excluding any costs incurred for 
postgraduate courses, not to exceed Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) for each component, 
not to exceed four (4) components, for a teacher, school counselor or speech-language 
pathologist and audiologist, regardless of whether or not the process resulted in the award 
of the certificate or endorsement.  A local school district or any private individual or entity 
may pay the cost of completing the process of acquiring the certificate or endorsement for 
any employee of the school district described under paragraph (a), and the State 
Department of Education shall reimburse the school district for such cost, regardless of 
whether or not the process resulted in the award of the certificate or endorsement.  If a 
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private individual or entity has paid the cost of completing the process of acquiring the 
certificate or endorsement for an employee, the local school district may agree to directly 
reimburse the individual or entity for such cost on behalf of the employee. 
 
  (c)  All salary supplements, fringe benefits and process reimbursement 
authorized under this subsection shall be paid directly by the State Department of 
Education to the local school district and shall be in addition to its allotments from the total 
funding formula provided in Sections 37-151-200 through 37-151-215 and not a part 
thereof in accordance with regulations promulgated by the State Board of Education.  
Local school districts shall not reduce the local supplement paid to any employee 
receiving such salary supplement, and the employee shall receive any local supplement 
to which employees with similar training and experience otherwise are entitled.  However, 
an educational employee shall receive the salary supplement in the amount of Six 
Thousand Dollars ($6,000.00) for only one (1) of the qualifying certifications authorized 
under paragraph (a) of this subsection.  No school district shall provide more than one (1) 
annual salary supplement under the provisions of this subsection to any one (1) individual 
employee holding multiple qualifying national certifications. 
 
  (d)  If an employee for whom such cost has been paid, in full or in part, by a 
local school district or private individual or entity fails to complete the certification or 
endorsement process, the employee shall be liable to the school district or individual or 
entity for all amounts paid by the school district or individual or entity on behalf of that 
employee toward his or her certificate or endorsement. 
 
 (3)  The following employees shall receive an annual salary supplement in the 
amount of Four Thousand Dollars ($4,000.00), plus fringe benefits, in addition to any other 
compensation to which the employee may be entitled: 
 
 Effective July 1, 2016, if funds are available for that purpose, any licensed teacher 
or retired employee returning to work as a teacher employed by a local school district 
under the authority of Section 25-11-126 who has met the requirements and acquired a 
Master Teacher Certificate from the National Board for Professional Teaching Standards 
and who is employed in a public school district located in one (1) of the following counties:  
Claiborne, Adams, Jefferson, Wilkinson, Amite, Bolivar, Coahoma, Leflore, Quitman, 
Sharkey, Issaquena, Sunflower, Washington, Holmes, Yazoo and Tallahatchie.  The salary 
supplement awarded under the provisions of this subsection (3) shall be in addition to the 
salary supplement awarded under the provisions of subsection (2) of this section. 
 
 Teachers who meet the qualifications for a salary supplement under this subsection 
(3) who are assigned for less than one (1) full year or less than full time for the school 
year shall receive the salary supplement in a prorated manner, with the portion of the 
teacher's assignment to the critical geographic area to be determined as of June 15th of 
the school year. 
 
 (4)  (a)  This subsection shall be known and may be cited as the "Mississippi 
Performance-Based Pay (MPBP)" plan.  In addition to the minimum base pay described 
in this section, only if funds are available for that purpose, the State of Mississippi may 
provide monies from state funds to school districts for the purposes of rewarding licensed 
teachers, administrators and nonlicensed personnel at individual schools showing 
improvement in student test scores.  The MPBP plan shall be developed by the State 
Department of Education based on the following criteria: 
 
   (i)  It is the express intent of this legislation that the MPBP plan shall 
utilize only existing standards of accreditation and assessment as established by the State 
Board of Education. 
 
   (ii)  To ensure that all of Mississippi's teachers, administrators and 
nonlicensed personnel at all schools have equal access to the monies set aside in this 
section, the MPBP program shall be designed to calculate each school's performance as 
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determined by the school's increase in scores from the prior school year.  The MPBP 
program shall be based on a standardized scores rating where all levels of schools can 
be judged in a statistically fair and reasonable way upon implementation.  At the end of 
each year, after all student achievement scores have been standardized, the State 
Department of Education shall implement the MPBP plan. 
 
   (iii)  To ensure all teachers cooperate in the spirit of teamwork, 
individual schools shall submit a plan to the local school district to be approved before the 
beginning of each school year.  The plan shall include, but not be limited to, how all 
teachers, regardless of subject area, and administrators will be responsible for improving 
student achievement for their individual school. 
 
  (b)  The State Board of Education shall develop the processes and 
procedures for designating schools eligible to participate in the MPBP.  State assessment 
results, growth in student achievement at individual schools and other measures deemed 
appropriate in designating successful student achievement shall be used in establishing 
MPBP criteria. 
 
 (5)  (a)  If funds are available for that purpose, each school in Mississippi shall have 
mentor teachers, as defined by Sections 37-9-201 through 37-9-213, who shall receive 
additional base compensation provided for by the State Legislature in the amount of One 
Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) per each beginning teacher that is being mentored.  The 
additional state compensation shall be limited to those mentor teachers that provide 
mentoring services to beginning teachers.  For the purposes of such funding, a beginning 
teacher shall be defined as any teacher in any school in Mississippi that has less than one 
(1) year of classroom experience teaching in a public school.  For the purposes of such 
funding, no full-time academic teacher shall mentor more than two (2) beginning teachers. 
 
  (b)  To be eligible for this state funding, the individual school must have a 
classroom management program approved by the local school board. 
 
 (6)  Effective with the 2014-2015 school year, the school districts participating in 
the Pilot Performance-Based Compensation System pursuant to Section 37-19-9 may 
award additional teacher and administrator pay based thereon. 
 
 SECTION 10.  (1)  Beginning in the 2026-2027 school year, the State Board of 
Education shall incorporate financial literacy components within the existing curriculum 
offered in Grades 6-8.  This section shall apply to all schools accredited by the State 
Department of Education, including public charter schools. 
 
 (2)  Beginning with the graduating class of 2031, each student, during Grade 9, 10, 
11 or 12, shall take and pass a one-half (1/2) Carnegie Unit course in personal finance or 
a full Carnegie Unit course where at least one-half (1/2) of the course standards concern 
financial literacy in order to earn a high school diploma. 
 
 (3)  There is established in the State Treasury a special fund to be known as the 
"Financial Literacy Trust Fund" to provide financial literacy education for this program.  
The fund shall be administered by the State Board of Education and shall be eligible to 
accept monies appropriated by the state or federal government. No expenditure from the 
fund shall cause the fund to be in deficiency at the close of the fiscal year.  Unexpended 
monies remaining in the fund at the end of the fiscal year shall lapse into the State General 
Fund.  The fund shall be an expendable trust fund which shall be subject to appropriation. 
 
 (4)  The State Board of Education shall administer the fund and develop rules and 
regulations for the administration of the trust.  Every two (2) years, an independent audit 
of the financial activities of the trust fund shall be conducted, with the results being 
provided to the Chairmen of the House and Senate Education Committees upon its 
completion.  The State Board of Education may expend trust fund monies to conduct the 
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independent audit.  The board shall annually report to the Legislature all programmatic 
and financial activities and balances of the fund on or before December 1 of each year. 
 
 SECTION 11.  Section 37-7-301, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 
 
 37-7-301.  The school boards of all school districts shall have the following powers, 
authority and duties in addition to all others imposed or granted by law * * *: 
 
  (a)  To organize and operate the schools of the district and to make such 
division between the high school grades and elementary grades as, in their judgment, will 
serve the best interests of the school; 
 
  (b)  To introduce public school music, art, manual training and other special 
subjects into either the elementary or high school grades, as the board shall deem proper; 
 
  (c)  To be the custodians of real and personal school property and to 
manage, control and care for same, both during the school term and during vacation; 
 
  (d)  To have responsibility for the erection, repairing and equipping of school 
facilities and the making of necessary school improvements; 
 
  (e)  To suspend or to expel a pupil or to change the placement of a pupil to 
the school district's alternative school or homebound program for misconduct in the school 
or on school property, as defined in Section 37-11-29, on the road to and from school, or 
at any school-related activity or event, or for conduct occurring on property other than 
school property or other than at a school-related activity or event when such conduct by 
a pupil, in the determination of the school superintendent or principal, renders that pupil's 
presence in the classroom a disruption to the educational environment of the school or a 
detriment to the best interest and welfare of the pupils and teacher of such class as a 
whole, and to delegate such authority to the appropriate officials of the school district; 
 
  (f)  To visit schools in the district, in their discretion, in a body for the purpose 
of determining what can be done for the improvement of the school in a general way; 
 
  (g)  To support, within reasonable limits, the superintendent, principal and 
teachers where necessary for the proper discipline of the school; 
 
  (h)  To exclude from the schools students with what appears to be infectious 
or contagious diseases; provided, however, such student may be allowed to return to 
school upon presenting a certificate from a public health officer, duly licensed physician 
or nurse practitioner that the student is free from such disease; 
 
  (i)  To require those vaccinations specified by the State Health Officer as 
provided in Section 41-23-37; 
 
  (j)  To see that all necessary utilities and services are provided in the schools 
at all times when same are needed; 
 
  (k)  To authorize the use of the school buildings and grounds for the holding 
of public meetings and gatherings of the people under such regulations as may be 
prescribed by said board; 
 
  (l)  To prescribe and enforce rules and regulations not inconsistent with law 
or with the regulations of the State Board of Education for their own government and for 
the government of the schools, and to transact their business at regular and special 
meetings called and held in the manner provided by law; 
 
  (m)  To maintain and operate all of the schools under their control for such 
length of time during the year as may be required; 
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  (n)  To enforce in the schools the courses of study and the use of the 
textbooks prescribed by the proper authorities; 
 
  (o)  To make orders directed to the superintendent of schools for the 
issuance of pay certificates for lawful purposes on any available funds of the district and 
to have full control of the receipt, distribution, allotment and disbursement of all funds 
provided for the support and operation of the schools of such school district whether such 
funds be derived from state appropriations, local ad valorem tax collections, or otherwise.  
The local school board shall be authorized and empowered to promulgate rules and 
regulations that specify the types of claims and set limits of the dollar amount for payment 
of claims by the superintendent of schools to be ratified by the board at the next regularly 
scheduled meeting after payment has been made; 
 
  (p)  To select all school district personnel in the manner provided by law, and 
to provide for such employee fringe benefit programs, including accident reimbursement 
plans, as may be deemed necessary and appropriate by the board; 
 
  (q)  To provide athletic programs and other school activities and to regulate 
the establishment and operation of such programs and activities; 
 
  (r)  To join, in their discretion, any association of school boards and other 
public school-related organizations, and to pay from local funds other than total funding 
formula funds, any membership dues; 
 
  (s)  To expend local school activity funds, or other available school district 
funds, other than total funding formula funds, for the purposes prescribed under this 
paragraph.  "Activity funds" shall mean all funds received by school officials in all school 
districts paid or collected to participate in any school activity, such activity being part of 
the school program and partially financed with public funds or supplemented by public 
funds.  The term "activity funds" shall not include any funds raised and/or expended by 
any organization unless commingled in a bank account with existing activity funds, 
regardless of whether the funds were raised by school employees or received by school 
employees during school hours or using school facilities, and regardless of whether a 
school employee exercises influence over the expenditure or disposition of such funds.  
Organizations shall not be required to make any payment to any school for the use of any 
school facility if, in the discretion of the local school governing board, the organization's 
function shall be deemed to be beneficial to the official or extracurricular programs of the 
school.  For the purposes of this provision, the term "organization" shall not include any 
organization subject to the control of the local school governing board.  Activity funds may 
only be expended for any necessary expenses or travel costs, including advances, 
incurred by students and their chaperons in attending any in-state or out-of-state 
school-related programs, conventions or seminars and/or any commodities, equipment, 
travel expenses, purchased services or school supplies which the local school governing 
board, in its discretion, shall deem beneficial to the official or extracurricular programs of 
the district, including items which may subsequently become the personal property of 
individuals, including yearbooks, athletic apparel, book covers and trophies.  Activity funds 
may be used to pay travel expenses of school district personnel.  The local school 
governing board shall be authorized and empowered to promulgate rules and regulations 
specifically designating for what purposes school activity funds may be expended.  The 
local school governing board shall provide (i) that such school activity funds shall be 
maintained and expended by the principal of the school generating the funds in individual 
bank accounts, or (ii) that such school activity funds shall be maintained and expended 
by the superintendent of schools in a central depository approved by the board.  The local 
school governing board shall provide that such school activity funds be audited as part of 
the annual audit required in Section 37-9-18.  The State Department of Education shall 
prescribe a uniform system of accounting and financial reporting for all school activity fund 
transactions; 
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  (t)  To enter into an energy performance contract, energy services contract, 
on a shared-savings, lease or lease-purchase basis, for energy efficiency services and/or 
equipment as provided for in Section 31-7-14; 
 
  (u)  To maintain accounts and issue pay certificates on school food service 
bank accounts; 
 
  (v)  (i)  To lease a school building from an individual, partnership, nonprofit 
corporation or a private for-profit corporation for the use of such school district, and to 
expend funds therefor as may be available from any sources other than total funding 
formula funds as set by Sections 37-151-200 through 37-151-215.  The school board of 
the school district desiring to lease a school building shall declare by resolution that a 
need exists for a school building and that the school district cannot provide the necessary 
funds to pay the cost or its proportionate share of the cost of a school building required to 
meet the present needs.  The resolution so adopted by the school board shall be published 
once each week for three (3) consecutive weeks in a newspaper having a general 
circulation in the school district involved, with the first publication thereof to be made not 
less than thirty (30) days prior to the date upon which the school board is to act on the 
question of leasing a school building.  If no petition requesting an election is filed prior to 
such meeting as hereinafter provided, then the school board may, by resolution spread 
upon its minutes, proceed to lease a school building.  If at any time prior to said meeting 
a petition signed by not less than twenty percent (20%) or fifteen hundred (1500), 
whichever is less, of the qualified electors of the school district involved shall be filed with 
the school board requesting that an election be called on the question, then the school 
board shall, not later than the next regular meeting, adopt a resolution calling an election 
to be held within such school district upon the question of authorizing the school board to 
lease a school building.  Such election shall be called and held, and notice thereof shall 
be given, in the same manner for elections upon the questions of the issuance of the 
bonds of school districts, and the results thereof shall be certified to the school board.  If 
at least three-fifths (3/5) of the qualified electors of the school district who voted in such 
election shall vote in favor of the leasing of a school building, then the school board shall 
proceed to lease a school building.  The term of the lease contract shall not exceed twenty 
(20) years, and the total cost of such lease shall be either the amount of the lowest and 
best bid accepted by the school board after advertisement for bids or an amount not to 
exceed the current fair market value of the lease as determined by the averaging of at 
least two (2) appraisals by certified general appraisers licensed by the State of Mississippi.  
The term "school building" as used in this paragraph (v)(i) shall be construed to mean any 
building or buildings used for classroom purposes in connection with the operation of 
schools and shall include the site therefor, necessary support facilities, and the equipment 
thereof and appurtenances thereto such as heating facilities, water supply, sewage 
disposal, landscaping, walks, drives and playgrounds.  The term "lease" as used in this 
paragraph (v)(i) may include a lease-purchase contract; 
 
   (ii)  If two (2) or more school districts propose to enter into a lease 
contract jointly, then joint meetings of the school boards having control may be held but 
no action taken shall be binding on any such school district unless the question of leasing 
a school building is approved in each participating school district under the procedure 
hereinabove set forth in paragraph (v)(i).  All of the provisions of paragraph (v)(i) regarding 
the term and amount of the lease contract shall apply to the school boards of school 
districts acting jointly.  Any lease contract executed by two (2) or more school districts as 
joint lessees shall set out the amount of the aggregate lease rental to be paid by each, 
which may be agreed upon, but there shall be no right of occupancy by any lessee unless 
the aggregate rental is paid as stipulated in the lease contract.  All rights of joint lessees 
under the lease contract shall be in proportion to the amount of lease rental paid by each; 
 
  (w)  To employ all noninstructional and noncertificated employees and fix the 
duties and compensation of such personnel deemed necessary pursuant to the 
recommendation of the superintendent of schools; 
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  (x)  To employ and fix the duties and compensation of such legal counsel as 
deemed necessary; 
 
  (y)  Subject to rules and regulations of the State Board of Education, to 
purchase, own and operate trucks, vans and other motor vehicles, which shall bear the 
proper identification required by law; 
 
  (z)  To expend funds for the payment of substitute teachers and to adopt 
reasonable regulations for the employment and compensation of such substitute 
teachers; 
 
  (aa)  To acquire in its own name by purchase all real property which shall be 
necessary and desirable in connection with the construction, renovation or improvement 
of any public school building or structure.  Whenever the purchase price for such real 
property is greater than Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00), the school board shall not 
purchase the property for an amount exceeding the fair market value of such property as 
determined by the average of at least two (2) independent appraisals by certified general 
appraisers licensed by the State of Mississippi.  If the board shall be unable to agree with 
the owner of any such real property in connection with any such project, the board shall 
have the power and authority to acquire any such real property by condemnation 
proceedings pursuant to Section 11-27-1 et seq., Mississippi Code of 1972, and for such 
purpose, the right of eminent domain is hereby conferred upon and vested in said board.  
Provided further, that the local school board is authorized to grant an easement for ingress 
and egress over sixteenth section land or lieu land in exchange for a similar easement 
upon adjoining land where the exchange of easements affords substantial benefit to the 
sixteenth section land; provided, however, the exchange must be based upon values as 
determined by a competent appraiser, with any differential in value to be adjusted by cash 
payment.  Any easement rights granted over sixteenth section land under such authority 
shall terminate when the easement ceases to be used for its stated purpose.  No sixteenth 
section or lieu land which is subject to an existing lease shall be burdened by any such 
easement except by consent of the lessee or unless the school district shall acquire the 
unexpired leasehold interest affected by the easement; 
 
  (bb)  To charge reasonable fees related to the educational programs of the 
district, in the manner prescribed in Section 37-7-335; 
 
  (cc)  Subject to rules and regulations of the State Board of Education, to 
purchase relocatable classrooms for the use of such school district, in the manner 
prescribed in Section 37-1-13; 
 
  (dd)  Enter into contracts or agreements with other school districts, political 
subdivisions or governmental entities to carry out one or more of the powers or duties of 
the school board, or to allow more efficient utilization of limited resources for providing 
services to the public; 
 
  (ee)  To provide for in-service training for employees of the district; 
 
  (ff)  As part of their duties to prescribe the use of textbooks, to provide that 
parents and legal guardians shall be responsible for the textbooks and for the 
compensation to the school district for any books which are not returned to the proper 
schools upon the withdrawal of their dependent child.  If a textbook is lost or not returned 
by any student who drops out of the public school district, the parent or legal guardian 
shall also compensate the school district for the fair market value of the textbooks; 
 
  (gg)  To conduct fund-raising activities on behalf of the school district that 
the local school board, in its discretion, deems appropriate or beneficial to the official or 
extracurricular programs of the district; provided that: 
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   (i)  Any proceeds of the fund-raising activities shall be treated as 
"activity funds" and shall be accounted for as are other activity funds under this section; 
and 
 
   (ii)  Fund-raising activities conducted or authorized by the board for 
the sale of school pictures, the rental of caps and gowns or the sale of graduation 
invitations for which the school board receives a commission, rebate or fee shall contain 
a disclosure statement advising that a portion of the proceeds of the sales or rentals shall 
be contributed to the student activity fund; 
 
  (hh)  To allow individual lessons for music, art and other curriculum-related 
activities for academic credit or nonacademic credit during school hours and using school 
equipment and facilities, subject to uniform rules and regulations adopted by the school 
board; 
 
  (ii)  To charge reasonable fees for participating in an extracurricular activity 
for academic or nonacademic credit for necessary and required equipment such as safety 
equipment, band instruments and uniforms; 
 
  (jj)  To conduct or participate in any fund-raising activities on behalf of or in 
connection with a tax-exempt charitable organization; 
 
  (kk)  To exercise such powers as may be reasonably necessary to carry out 
the provisions of this section; 
 
  (ll)  To expend funds for the services of nonprofit arts organizations or other 
such nonprofit organizations who provide performances or other services for the students 
of the school district; 
 
  (mm)  To expend federal No Child Left Behind Act funds, or any other 
available funds that are expressly designated and authorized for that use, to pay training, 
educational expenses, salary incentives and salary supplements to employees of local 
school districts; except that incentives shall not be considered part of the local 
supplement, nor shall incentives be considered part of the local supplement paid to an 
individual teacher for the purposes of Section 37-19-7(1); 
 
  (nn)  To use any available funds, not appropriated or designated for any 
other purpose, for reimbursement to the state-licensed employees from both in state and 
out of state, who enter into a contract for employment in a school district, for the expense 
of moving when the employment necessitates the relocation of the licensed employee to 
a different geographical area than that in which the licensed employee resides before 
entering into the contract.  The reimbursement shall not exceed One Thousand Dollars 
($1,000.00) for the documented actual expenses incurred in the course of relocating, 
including the expense of any professional moving company or persons employed to assist 
with the move, rented moving vehicles or equipment, mileage in the amount authorized 
for county and municipal employees under Section 25-3-41 if the licensed employee used 
his personal vehicle or vehicles for the move, meals and such other expenses associated 
with the relocation.  No licensed employee may be reimbursed for moving expenses under 
this section on more than one (1) occasion by the same school district.  Nothing in this 
section shall be construed to require the actual residence to which the licensed employee 
relocates to be within the boundaries of the school district that has executed a contract 
for employment in order for the licensed employee to be eligible for reimbursement for the 
moving expenses.  However, the licensed employee must relocate within the boundaries 
of the State of Mississippi.  Any individual receiving relocation assistance through the 
Critical Teacher Shortage Act as provided in Section 37-159-5 shall not be eligible to 
receive additional relocation funds as authorized in this paragraph; 
 
  (oo)  To use any available funds, not appropriated or designated for any 
other purpose, to reimburse persons who interview for employment as a licensed 
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employee with the district for the mileage and other actual expenses incurred in the course 
of travel to and from the interview at the rate authorized for county and municipal 
employees under Section 25-3-41; 
 
  (pp)  Consistent with the report of the Task Force to Conduct a Best Financial 
Management Practices Review, to improve school district management and use of 
resources and identify cost savings as established in Section 8 of Chapter 610, Laws of 
2002, local school boards are encouraged to conduct independent reviews of the 
management and efficiency of schools and school districts.  Such management and 
efficiency reviews shall provide state and local officials and the public with the following: 
 
   (i)  An assessment of a school district's governance and 
organizational structure; 
 
   (ii)  An assessment of the school district's financial and personnel 
management;  
 
   (iii)  An assessment of revenue levels and sources; 
 
   (iv)  An assessment of facilities utilization, planning and maintenance; 
 
   (v)  An assessment of food services, transportation and 
safety/security systems; 
 
   (vi)  An assessment of instructional and administrative technology; 
 
   (vii)  A review of the instructional management and the efficiency and 
effectiveness of existing instructional programs; and 
 
   (viii)  Recommended methods for increasing efficiency and 
effectiveness in providing educational services to the public; 
 
  (qq)  To enter into agreements with other local school boards for the 
establishment of an educational service agency (ESA) to provide for the cooperative 
needs of the region in which the school district is located, as provided in Section 37-7-345; 
 
  (rr)  To * * * incorporate financial literacy components within the curriculum 
offered to * * * students in Grades * * * 6-8.  Current curriculum for Grades 6-12 shall 
include content on financial literacy education.  Each student, during Grade 9, 10, 11 or 
12, shall take and pass a one-half (1/2) Carnegie Unit course, where at least one-half 
(1/2) of the course standards concern financial literacy, in order to earn a high school 
diploma.  The financial literacy program shall include, but is not limited to, instruction in 
the same areas of personal business and finance as required under Section 37-1-3(2)(b).  
The school board may coordinate with volunteer teachers from local community 
organizations, including, but not limited to, the following:  United States Department of 
Agriculture Rural Development, United States Department of Housing and Urban 
Development, Junior Achievement, bankers and other nonprofit organizations. * * *  In 
addition to any financial literacy standards administratively required by the State 
Department of Education's College- and Career-Readiness course, the financial literacy 
program for Grades 9, 10, 11 and 12 shall include, but not be limited to: 
 
   (i)  Decision-making; 
 
   (ii)  Earning an income; 
 
   (iii)  Saving and spending; 
 
   (iv)  Using credit; and 
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   (v)  Budgeting. 
 
  (ss)  To collaborate with the State Board of Education, Community Action 
Agencies or the Department of Human Services to develop and implement a voluntary 
program to provide services for a prekindergarten program that addresses the cognitive, 
social, and emotional needs of four-year-old and three-year-old children.  The school 
board may utilize any source of available revenue to fund the voluntary program.  Effective 
with the 2013-2014 school year, to implement voluntary prekindergarten programs under 
the Early Learning Collaborative Act of 2013 pursuant to state funds awarded by the State 
Department of Education on a matching basis; 
 
  (tt)  With respect to any lawful, written obligation of a school district, 
including, but not limited to, leases (excluding leases of sixteenth section public school 
trust land), bonds, notes, or other agreement, to agree in writing with the obligee that the 
Department of Revenue or any state agency, department or commission created under 
state law may: 
 
   (i)  Withhold all or any part (as agreed by the school board) of any 
monies which such local school board is entitled to receive from time to time under any 
law and which is in the possession of the Department of Revenue, or any state agency, 
department or commission created under state law; and 
 
   (ii)  Pay the same over to any financial institution, trustee or other 
obligee, as directed in writing by the school board, to satisfy all or part of such obligation 
of the school district. 
 
 The school board may make such written agreement to withhold and transfer funds 
irrevocable for the term of the written obligation and may include in the written agreement 
any other terms and provisions acceptable to the school board.  If the school board files 
a copy of such written agreement with the Department of Revenue, or any state agency, 
department or commission created under state law then the Department of Revenue or 
any state agency, department or commission created under state law shall immediately 
make the withholdings provided in such agreement from the amounts due the local school 
board and shall continue to pay the same over to such financial institution, trustee or 
obligee for the term of the agreement. 
 
 This paragraph (tt) shall not grant any extra authority to a school board to issue 
debt in any amount exceeding statutory limitations on assessed value of taxable property 
within such school district or the statutory limitations on debt maturities, and shall not grant 
any extra authority to impose, levy or collect a tax which is not otherwise expressly 
provided for, and shall not be construed to apply to sixteenth section public school trust 
land; 
 
  (uu)  With respect to any matter or transaction that is competitively bid by a 
school district, to accept from any bidder as a good-faith deposit or bid bond or bid surety, 
the same type of good-faith deposit or bid bond or bid surety that may be accepted by the 
state or any other political subdivision on similar competitively bid matters or transactions.  
This paragraph (uu) shall not be construed to apply to sixteenth section public school trust 
land.  The school board may authorize the investment of any school district funds in the 
same kind and manner of investments, including pooled investments, as any other political 
subdivision, including community hospitals; 
 
  (vv)  To utilize the alternate method for the conveyance or exchange of 
unused school buildings and/or land, reserving a partial or other undivided interest in the 
property, as specifically authorized and provided in Section 37-7-485; 
 
  (ww)  To delegate, privatize or otherwise enter into a contract with private 
entities for the operation of any and all functions of nonacademic school process, 
procedures and operations including, but not limited to, cafeteria workers, janitorial 
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services, transportation, professional development, achievement and instructional 
consulting services materials and products, purchasing cooperatives, insurance, business 
manager services, auditing and accounting services, school safety/risk prevention, data 
processing and student records, and other staff services; however, the authority under 
this paragraph does not apply to the leasing, management or operation of sixteenth 
section lands.  Local school districts, working through their regional education service 
agency, are encouraged to enter into buying consortia with other member districts for the 
purposes of more efficient use of state resources as described in Section 37-7-345; 
 
  (xx)  To partner with entities, organizations and corporations for the purpose 
of benefiting the school district; 
 
  (yy)  To borrow funds from the Rural Economic Development Authority for 
the maintenance of school buildings; 
 
  (zz)  To fund and operate voluntary early childhood education programs, 
defined as programs for children less than five (5) years of age on or before September 
1, and to use any source of revenue for such early childhood education programs.  Such 
programs shall not conflict with the Early Learning Collaborative Act of 2013; 
 
  (aaa)  To issue and provide for the use of procurement cards by school board 
members, superintendents and licensed school personnel consistent with the rules and 
regulations of the Mississippi Department of Finance and Administration under Section 
31-7-9; * * * 
 
  ( * * *aab)  To conduct an annual comprehensive evaluation of the 
superintendent of schools consistent with the assessment components of paragraph (pp) 
of this section and the assessment benchmarks established by the Mississippi School 
Board Association to evaluate the success the superintendent has attained in meeting 
district goals and objectives, the superintendent's leadership skill and whether or not the 
superintendent has established appropriate standards for performance, is monitoring 
success and is using data for improvement * * *; and 
 
  (aac)  To vote to provide school board members and their eligible 
dependents with health insurance, provided that such insurance is paid for with local funds 
and not state funds. 
 
 SECTION 12.  (1)  (a)  Each public school district, public charter school and 
agricultural high school, the Mississippi Schools for the Deaf and the Blind, the Mississippi 
School of the Arts, and the Mississippi School for Mathematics and Science shall, no later 
than January 1, 2026, adopt and send to the State Department of Education a specific 
policy banning the possession, or restricting the use, of cell phones by students during 
class or while under the supervision and control of a school employee.  The State 
Department of Education shall retain a copy of the policy on file. 
 
  (b)  If a school or school district fails to adopt and transmit a policy as 
required in this subsection, the State Department of Education shall deduct one (1) day's 
worth of the school's or district's funds under the total funding formula for each day after 
January 1, 2026, that the school or district is noncompliant. 
 
 (2)  In developing and adopting a policy under this section, a school or district may 
include exceptions to allow a student to possess or use a cell phone under any of the 
following circumstances: 
 
  (a)  In the case of an emergency, or in response to a perceived threat of 
danger; 
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  (b)  When a licensed advanced practice registered nurse, physician or 
surgeon determines that the possession or use of a cell phone is medically necessary for 
the health or well-being of the student; or 
 
  (c)  When the possession or use of a cell phone is required in a student's 
individualized education program. 
 
 (3)  Students may be suspended or expelled from attendance at school for sufficient 
cause; however, in no case may sufficient cause for suspension or expulsion consist of 
only a violation of the cell phone possession and use policy developed and implemented 
under this section, except that suspension may be used as a disciplinary measure of last 
resort. 
 
 SECTION 13.  This act shall take effect and be in force from and after July 1, 2025. 
 
 Further, amend by striking the title in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 
 
 
 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTIONS 37-23-31, 37-23-33, 37-23-35, 37-61-33, 
37-151-207 AND 37-159-7, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO UPDATE THE 
STATUTORY LANGUAGE TO REFLECT THE CURRENT TOTAL FUNDING FORMULA; 
TO AMEND SECTION 37-151-205, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO REVISE THE 
MISSISSIPPI STUDENT FUNDING FORMULA TO INCLUDE STUDENTS IN THE 
SEVENTH AND EIGHTH GRADES IN THE MULTIPLIER APPLICABLE TO STUDENTS 
ENROLLED IN A CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION COURSE; TO AMEND 
SECTION 25-11-126, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO CONFORM, AND TO ALLOW 
ANY PERSON WHO WAS EMPLOYED AS A PUBLIC SCHOOL TEACHER OR 
ADMINISTRATOR AT THE TIME OF RETIREMENT, HAS BEEN RETIRED AT LEAST 90 
DAYS AND IS RECEIVING A RETIREMENT ALLOWANCE, AND HOLDS THE 
APPLICABLE EDUCATOR LICENSE, TO BE EMPLOYED AS A TEACHER IN A SCHOOL 
DISTRICT AFTER RETIREMENT, AND CHOOSE TO CONTINUE RECEIVING THE 
RETIREMENT ALLOWANCE IN ADDITION TO A SALARY, ALONG WITH THE LOCAL 
CONTRIBUTION OF THE DISTRICT IN WHICH THE RETIREE IS EMPLOYED; TO 
REMOVE THE REQUIREMENT OF HAVING AT LEAST 30 YEARS OF CREDITABLE 
SERVICE; TO AUTHORIZE THE SCHOOL DISTRICT TO ALLOCATE, AS SALARY AND 
ASSESSMENT OF A RETIRED TEACHER RETURNING TO WORK AS A TEACHER, UP 
TO 150% OF THE AMOUNT PROVIDED UNDER THE SALARY SCHEDULE 
COMPARABLE TO THE YEARS OF SERVICE AND LICENSE TYPE OF THE TEACHER; 
TO PROVIDE THAT LOCAL EDUCATION AGENCIES MAY PAY, FROM LOCAL 
EDUCATION FUNDING, ALL OR A PORTION OF THE HEALTH INSURANCE 
PREMIUMS FOR RETIRED EMPLOYEES RETURNING TO WORK AS TEACHERS; TO 
AMEND SECTION 37-19-7, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO CONFORM; TO CREATE 
A NEW CODE SECTION TO REQUIRE THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION TO 
INCORPORATE FINANCIAL LITERACY COMPONENTS WITHIN THE EXISTING 
CURRICULUM TO BE TAUGHT IN GRADES 6-8 ON OR BEFORE THE 2026-2027 
SCHOOL YEAR; TO REQUIRE SUCCESSFUL PASSAGE OF THE STAND-ALONE 
ONE-HALF CARNEGIE UNIT PERSONAL FINANCE COURSE OR A FULL CARNEGIE 
UNIT COURSE WHERE AT LEAST ONE-HALF OF THE COURSE STANDARDS 
CONCERN FINANCIAL LITERACY AS A GRADUATION REQUIREMENT; TO 
ESTABLISH THE "FINANCIAL LITERACY TRUST FUND" AS A SPECIAL FUND IN THE 
STATE TREASURY THAT SHALL PROVIDE FINANCIAL LITERACY EDUCATION AND 
BE ADMINISTERED BY THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION; TO REQUIRE THE 
BOARD TO DEVELOP RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR THE ADMINISTRATION OF 
THE FUND; TO AMEND SECTION 37-7-301, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO 
CONFORM, AND TO SET CERTAIN TOPICS THAT SHALL BE REQUIRED FOR THE 
FINANCIAL LITERACY PROGRAM; TO EMPOWER ALL SCHOOL BOARDS OF ALL 
SCHOOL DISTRICTS TO VOTE TO PROVIDE SCHOOL BOARD MEMBERS AND 
THEIR ELIGIBLE DEPENDENTS WITH HEALTH INSURANCE, PROVIDED THAT SUCH 
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INSURANCE IS PAID FOR WITH LOCAL FUNDS AND NOT STATE FUNDS; TO 
CREATE A NEW CODE SECTION TO REQUIRE EACH PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT, 
PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOL AND AGRICULTURAL HIGH SCHOOL, AND CERTAIN 
STATE HIGH SCHOOLS, TO ADOPT AND SEND TO THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF 
EDUCATION, NO LATER THAN JANUARY 1, 2026, A SPECIFIC POLICY BANNING THE 
POSSESSION, OR RESTRICTING THE USE, OF CELL PHONES BY STUDENTS 
DURING CLASS OR WHILE UNDER THE SUPERVISION AND CONTROL OF A 
SCHOOL EMPLOYEE; TO PROVIDE THAT, IF A SCHOOL OR SCHOOL DISTRICT 
FAILS TO ADOPT AND TRANSMIT A POLICY AS REQUIRED, THE STATE 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION SHALL DEDUCT ONE DAY'S WORTH OF THE 
SCHOOL'S OR DISTRICT'S FUNDS UNDER THE TOTAL FUNDING FORMULA FOR 
EACH DAY AFTER JANUARY 1, 2026, THAT THE SCHOOL OR DISTRICT IS 
NONCOMPLIANT; TO PROVIDE FOR POTENTIAL EXCEPTIONS WHICH ALLOW 
STUDENTS TO POSSESS OR USE CELL PHONES UNDER CERTAIN 
CIRCUMSTANCES; TO PROVIDE THAT SUFFICIENT CAUSE FOR SUSPENSION OR 
EXPULSION MAY NOT CONSIST OF ONLY A VIOLATION OF THE CELL PHONE 
POSSESSION AND USE POLICY DEVELOPED AND IMPLEMENTED UNDER THIS 
ACT, EXCEPT THAT SUSPENSION MAY BE USED AS A DISCIPLINARY MEASURE OF 
LAST RESORT; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 
 
 
 Substitute for Committee Amendment No. 1 to H. B. No. 1630 was adopted. 
 
 YEAS AND NAYS On H. B. No. 1630.  On motion of Senator DeBar, the rules were 
suspended, the bill considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and nays 
being taken, it passed as amended, title standing as stated, by the following vote: 
 
 Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Butler, 
Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins, 
Hickman, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, 
McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Parks, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, 
Seymour, Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, 
Thompson, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger.  Total--48. 
 Nays--Bryan.  Total--1. 
 Absent and those not voting--Turner-Ford.  Total--1. 
 Voting Present--Hill.  Total--1. 
 Vacancies--1. 
 

__________ 
 
 Senator Frazier entered a motion to reconsider the vote whereby H. B. No. 1193 
passed the Senate as amended. 
 
 H. B. No. 1193: Public K-12 and Postsecondary schools; prohibit DEI statements 
and practices. 

__________ 
 
 
 Senator England entered a motion to reconsider the vote whereby H. B. No. 1268 
passed the Senate. 
 
 H. B. No. 1268: MS Save Our Service Member Task Force; create to study and 
make recommendations concerning mental health needs of military members. 

__________ 
 
 Senator Norwood entered a motion to reconsider the vote whereby H. B. No. 1459 
passed the Senate as amended. 



SENATE JOURNAL 
MONDAY, MARCH 10, 2025 

 

1344 

 
 H. B. No. 1459: CCID; authorize Supreme Court Justice to appoint full-time and 
part-time judges. 

__________ 
 
 Senator Parks moved that when the Senate adjourns, it adjourn in memory of John 
Brewer Tomlinson of Corinth, MS. 

__________ 
 
 Senator Parks moved that when the Senate adjourns, it adjourn in memory of Ely 
Mitchell of Rienzi, MS. 

__________ 
 
 Senators Chassaniol and Blackmon moved that when the Senate adjourns, it 
adjourn in memory of Ann Harper Richardson of Koscuisko, MS. 

__________ 
 
 Senator Hopson moved that when the Senate adjourns, it adjourn in memory of 
Charles Joseph "Joey" Ward of Yazoo City, MS. 

__________ 
 
 Senator Younger moved that when the Senate adjourns, it adjourn in memory of 
Howard Allen Jenkins of Columbus, MS. 

__________ 
 
 Senator Barrett moved that when the Senate adjourns, it adjourn in memory of 
David Parker of Bogue Chitto, MS. 

__________ 
 
 Senators Barrett and Hopson moved that when the Senate adjourns, it adjourn in 
memory of William Edward Phillips, Jr. of Brookhaven, MS. 

__________ 
 
 Senators Barrett and Berry moved that when the Senate adjourns, it adjourn in 
memory of James Roy Killingsworth of Monticello, MS. 

__________ 
 

MESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNOR 
March 10, 2025 

 
TO THE MISSISSIPPI STATE SENATE: 
 
 I am directed by the Governor to advise you that he has approved the following 
SENATE Bills: 
 
 S. B. No. 2002: Boards of Supervisors; authorize to designate persons to serve as 
hearing officers for delinquent solid waste fees. (March 6, 2025, 2:22 PM) 
 
 S. B. No. 2049: Prison Overcrowding Emergency Powers Act; extend repealer on. 
(March 6, 2025, 2:33 PM) 
 
 S. B. No. 2050: Corrections; extend repealer on intensive supervision program 
and electronic home detention. (March 6, 2025, 2:27 PM) 
 
 S. B. No. 2243: Private contractor for correctional services; rate shall be based on 
classification of inmate. (March 6, 2025, 2:25 PM) 
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 S. B. No. 2359: Parole; revise technical violation. (March 6, 2025, 2:20 PM) 
 
 S. B. No. 2360: Escapes; require notification to MDI and local law enforcement. 
(March 6, 2025, 2:31 PM) 
 
 S. B. No. 2401: Study Committee on the certification of Health Benefit Plans and 
Insurers; create. (March 6, 2025, 2:16 PM) 
 
 S. B. No. 2412: Insurance Holding Company Act; include NAIC  Group Capital 
Calculation test requirements. (March 6, 2025, 2:29 PM) 
 
 S. B. No. 2434: Local governments; authorize to enter into intergovernmental 
support agreements with military branches. (March 6, 2025, 2:15 PM) 
 
 S. B. No. 2562: Circuit clerk fees; increase fee for each day's attendance of clerk 
and deputies upon court term. (March 6, 2025, 2:35 PM) 
 
 S. B. No. 3019: Appropriation; Architecture, Board of. (March 6, 2025, 2:37 PM) 
 
 S. B. No. 3022: Appropriation; Massage Therapy, Board of. (March 6, 2025, 2:40 
PM) 
 
 S. B. No. 3023: Appropriation; Motor Vehicle Commission. (March 6, 2025, 2:35 
PM) 
 
 S. B. No. 3028: Appropriation; Chiropractic Examiners, Board of. (March 6, 2025, 
2:40 PM) 
 
 Respectfully submitted, 
 Ginny Zirulnik, Legislative Aide 
 

__________ 
 

MESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNOR 
March 10, 2025 

 
TO THE MISSISSIPPI STATE SENATE: 
 
 I am directed by the Governor to advise you that he has approved the following 
SENATE Bills: 
 
 S. B. No. 2247: 16th section land; authorize local school board to grant an 
extension to holder of a long-term lease in good standing. (March 7, 2025, 3:45 PM) 
 
 S. B. No. 2297: Concurrent jurisdiction; provide for between federal and state 
governments over certain lands. (March 7, 2025, 2:28 PM) 
 
 S. B. No. 2303: Building at 152 Watford Parkway, Canton; transfer to Mississippi 
Department of Public Safety. (March 7, 2025, 2:30 PM) 
 
 Respectfully submitted, 
 Ginny Zirulnik, Legislative Aide 
 

__________ 
 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 
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 Mr. President:  I am directed by the House of Representatives to inform the Senate 
that the House has PASSED AND TRANSMITS herewith the following: 
 
 S. B. No. 2426:  Artificial Intelligence Task Force; create and prescribe 
responsibilities of. 
 
 Andrew Ketchings, Clerk of the House of Representatives 
 

__________ 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION 
 

 Mr. President:  The following appointments have had the consideration of the 
above-named committee, and I am instructed to report them with the following 
recommendations: 
 
 S. N. No. 12:  James E. (Jay) Carney, II, Tupelo, Mississippi, Mississippi Charter 
School Authorizer Board to represent the Third Supreme Court District, three year term 
effective June 3, 2024 and ending August 31, 2026, vice Mr. Lee Durrett.  Do Advise and 
Consent. 
 
 S. N. No. 1:  William Orton (Bill) Jacobs, Brookhaven, Mississippi, State Board of 
Education, term effective July 1, 2024 and will end June 30, 2033.  Do Advise and 
Consent. 
 
 S. N. No. 31:  Charles Edward Cowan, Madison, Mississippi, Educational 
Television Authority (MS Public Broadcasting BD), remainder of a four year term effective 
June 3, 2024 and ending June 30, 2027, representing the state at large, vice Mrs. Whitney 
Lipscomb.  Do Advise and Consent. 
 
 S. N. No. 32:  Cory Joseph Custer, Jackson, Mississippi, Educational Television 
Authority (MS Public Broadcasting BD), four year term effective July 3, 2024 and ending 
June 30, 2028, representing the state at large, vice Mr. Russ Latino.  Do Advise and 
Consent. 
 
 S. N. No. 96:  Erin Michelle Meyer, Madison, Mississippi, Mississippi Charter 
School Authorizer Board, term effective March 1, 2025 for the balance of a three year term 
ending August 30, 2027.  Do Advise and Consent. 
 
 DEBAR, Chairman 
 

__________ 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 
 

 Mr. President:  The Committee on Enrolled Bills has found correctly enrolled the 
following entitled measures and now presents them for your signature: 
 
 
 S. B. No. 2356:  AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 41-29-113, MISSISSIPPI CODE 
OF 1972, TO INCLUDE 16 SUBSTANCES AS SCHEDULE I CONTROLLED 
SUBSTANCES BECAUSE THESE DRUGS HAVE NO LEGITIMATE MEDICAL USE AND 
HAVE A HIGH POTENCY WITH GREAT POTENTIAL TO CAUSE HARM; AND FOR 
RELATED PURPOSES. 
 S. B. No. 2392:  AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 41-19-33, MISSISSIPPI CODE 
OF 1972, TO AUTHORIZE REGIONAL COMMISSIONS, AS ESTABLISHED IN SECTION 
41-19-33, TO PROVIDE SERVICES THROUGH ENHANCED CERTIFICATION AS A 
CERTIFIED COMMUNITY BEHAVIORAL HEALTH CLINIC (CCBHC); TO CLARIFY 
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RESPONSIBILITIES OF CERTIFIED COMMUNITY BEHAVIORAL HEALTH CLINICS; 
TO AUTHORIZE AND DIRECT THE MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL HEALTH 
AND THE DIVISION OF MEDICAID TO SUBMIT AN APPLICATION TO THE FEDERAL 
SUBSTANCE ABUSE AND MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES ADMINISTRATION (SAMHSA) 
TO JOIN THE CCBHC DEMONSTRATION GRANT AT THE NEXT AVAILABLE 
APPLICATION PERIOD; TO REQUIRE THAT THE CCBHC SYSTEM BE CONSISTENT 
WITH THE DEMONSTRATION PROGRAM ESTABLISHED BY SECTION 223 OF THE 
PROTECTING ACCESS TO MEDICARE ACT (PAMA) OF 2014 AND OTHER 
APPLICABLE FEDERAL LAWS GOVERNING THE CCBHC MODEL; TO PROVIDE 
THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL HEALTH SHALL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR 
CERTIFYING AND MONITORING COMPLIANCE OF CCBHC CLINICS AND THAT THE 
DIVISION OF MEDICAID SHALL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR ESTABLISHING A 
PROSPECTIVE PAYMENT SYSTEM (PPS) TO FUND THE CCBHC PROGRAM; AND 
FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 David Jordan, Chairman 
 

__________ 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 
 

 Mr. President:  The Committee on Enrolled Bills has found correctly enrolled the 
following entitled measures and now presents them for your signature: 
 
 S. B. No. 2396:  AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 43-28-23, MISSISSIPPI CODE 
OF 1972, TO PROHIBIT THE STATE OR ANY AGENCY OR INSTRUMENTALITY OF 
THE STATE FROM SEEKING PAYMENT FOR MEDICAID BENEFITS PROVIDED TO A 
DESIGNATED BENEFICIARY FROM A MISSISSIPPI ABLE ACCOUNT; TO AMEND 
SECTIONS 43-28-17, 43-13-120 AND 43-13-317, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO 
CONFORM TO THE PRECEDING PROVISIONS; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 S. B. No. 2415:  AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 83-9-351, MISSISSIPPI CODE 
OF 1972, TO EXTEND THE REPEALER ON THE PROVISION OF LAW REQUIRING 
HEALTH INSURANCE AND EMPLOYEE BENEFIT PLANS TO PROVIDE COVERAGE 
FOR TELEMEDICINE SERVICES TO THE SAME EXTENT THAT THE SERVICES 
WOULD BE COVERED IF PROVIDED THROUGH IN-PERSON CONSULTATION; AND 
FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 S. B. No. 2423:  AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 73-35-10, MISSISSIPPI CODE 
OF 1972, TO REQUIRE THE COMMISSION TO PROVIDE PRIOR WRITTEN 
NOTIFICATION TO ANY LICENSEE WHOSE LICENSE, ONCE ISSUED, IS SUBJECT 
TO BE AMENDED, SUSPENDED, REVOKED OR NOT RENEWED; TO AMEND 
SECTION 73-35-23, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO CHANGE THE STANDARD OF 
PROOF REQUIRED AT ADMINISTRATIVE HEARINGS FROM A PREPONDERANCE 
OF THE EVIDENCE TO CLEAR AND CONVINCING EVIDENCE; TO REQUIRE ANY 
COMPLAINT INITIATED BY OR FILED WITH THE COMMISSION TO BE RESOLVED 
BY DISMISSAL OR ISSUANCE OF A FORMAL COMPLAINT WITHIN 120 DAYS OF THE 
DATE WRITTEN NOTICE IS PROVIDED TO LICENSEE(S) AND THEIR RESPONSIBLE 
BROKER(S) OF COMMENCEMENT OF AN INVESTIGATION PERTAINING TO ANY 
COMPLAINT; TO REQUIRE ANY COMPLAINT INITIATED BY OR FILED WITH THE 
COMMISSION TO BE RESOLVED BY FINAL DISMISSAL, FINAL RULING ON ANY 
FORMAL COMPLAINT OR BY ENTRY OF AGREED DISPOSITIONAL ORDER WITHIN 
ONE YEAR OF THE DATE WRITTEN NOTICE IS PROVIDED TO LICENSEE(S) AND 
THEIR RESPONSIBLE BROKER(S) OF COMMENCEMENT OF AN INVESTIGATION 
PERTAINING TO ANY COMPLAINT; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 S. B. No. 2424:  AN ACT TO CREATE THE "ENTERTAINMENT INDUSTRY AND 
WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT TASK FORCE" TO EXAMINE METHODS TO GROW 
THE STATE'S CREATIVE ECONOMY AND INCREASE REVENUE FOR AND FROM 
THE ENTERTAINMENT INDUSTRY; TO REQUIRE THE TASK FORCE TO DEVELOP 
RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE LEGISLATURE ON CHANGES TO POLICY AND 
DESIGNATED APPROPRIATIONS THAT WOULD DEVELOP THE ENTERTAINMENT 
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INDUSTRY AND WORKFORCE WITHIN THE STATE; TO SET THE MEMBERSHIP OF 
THE TASK FORCE; TO PROVIDE FOR OTHER PROVISIONS RELATED THERETO, 
INCLUDING PER DIEM AND VOTING; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 S. B. No. 2451:  AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 91-17-401, MISSISSIPPI CODE 
OF 1972, TO REVISE CERTAIN PROVISIONS RELATING TO MONIES RECEIVED IN 
PARTIAL LIQUIDATION UNDER THE MISSISSIPPI PRINCIPAL AND INCOME ACT OF 
2013; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 S. B. No. 2657:  AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 23-15-153, MISSISSIPPI CODE 
OF 1972, TO ALLOW THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS, IN THEIR DISCRETION, TO 
PAY ELECTION COMMISSIONERS AN ADDITIONAL $35.00 FOR THEIR WORK ON 
ELECTION DAY; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 S. B. No. 2659:  AN ACT TO AMEND SECTIONS 37-7-211, 37-5-9, 37-7-225, 37-
7-711, 23-15-785, 23-15-839, 23-15-851, 23-15-853, AND 23-15-855, MISSISSIPPI 
CODE OF 1972, TO AMEND THE QUALIFICATION DEADLINES BEFORE A SPECIAL 
OR SCHOOL BOARD ELECTION; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 S. B. No. 2691:  AN ACT TO AMEND SECTIONS 97-32-5, 97-32-11 AND 97-32-
15, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO PROHIBIT THE SALE OF TOBACCO OR 
TOBACCO PRODUCTS TO THOSE UNDER 21 YEARS OF AGE; TO AMEND SECTION 
97-32-23, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO CONFORM WITH THE PROVISIONS OF 
THIS ACT; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 S. B. No. 2695:  AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 73-67-39, MISSISSIPPI CODE 
OF 1972, TO EXTEND THE DATE OF THE REPEALER ON THE MISSISSIPPI 
PROFESSIONAL MASSAGE THERAPY ACT, WHICH ADDRESSES REQUIREMENTS 
PERTAINING TO MASSAGE THERAPY SERVICE ESTABLISHMENTS; TO BRING 
FORWARD SECTIONS 73-67-1 THROUGH 73-67-37, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, 
WHICH CONSTITUTE THE MISSISSIPPI PROFESSIONAL MASSAGE THERAPY ACT, 
FOR THE PURPOSE OF POSSIBLE AMENDMENT; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 David Jordan, Chairman 
 

__________ 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 
 

 Mr. President:  The Committee on Enrolled Bills has found correctly enrolled the 
following entitled measures and now presents them for your signature: 
 
 S. B. No. 2697:  AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 41-14-31, MISSISSIPPI CODE 
OF 1972, TO EXTEND THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 2024, THE EXPENDITURE PERIOD 
FOR REIMBURSEMENT TO HOSPITALS THAT INCREASED TREATMENT CAPACITY 
RELATED TO THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 S. B. No. 2698:  AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 43-63-7, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 
1972, TO EXTEND THE OPERATING PERIOD OF THE MISSISSIPPI DEMENTIA CARE 
PROGRAM; TO BRING FORWARD SECTIONS 43-63-1, 43-63-3 AND 43-63-5, 
MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, FOR THE PURPOSE OF POSSIBLE AMENDMENT; AND 
FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 S. B. No. 2766:  AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 93-17-3, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 
1972, TO CLARIFY THAT A CERTIFICATE ATTACHED TO AN ADOPTION PETITION 
MAY BE EXECUTED BY A PHYSICIAN LICENSED UNDER CHAPTER 25, TITLE 73, 
MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 S. B. No. 2846:  AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 17-25-27, MISSISSIPPI CODE 
OF 1972, TO REVISE THE DEFINITION OF AN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PROJECT 
TO ALSO INCLUDE QUALIFIED PROJECTS, AS DEFINED IN THE MISSISSIPPI 
FLEXIBLE TAX INCENTIVE ACT; TO AUTHORIZE A COUNTY BOARD OF 
SUPERVISORS OR A MUNICIPAL GOVERNING AUTHORITY TO ENTER INTO AN 
AGREEMENT WITH A QUALIFIED BUSINESS ENTERPRISE TO, EITHER 
INDIVIDUALLY OR COOPERATIVELY, FUND OR REIMBURSE THE QUALIFIED 
BUSINESS ENTERPRISE FOR CERTAIN QUALIFIED PROJECT COSTS INCURRED 
IN CONNECTION WITH A QUALIFIED DEVELOPMENT OR REDEVELOPMENT 
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PROJECT SOLELY USING REVENUES DERIVED FROM THE PROJECT; AND FOR 
RELATED PURPOSES. 
 S. B. No. 2857:  AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 57-1-18, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 
1972, TO INCREASE THE GRANT AMOUNT THAT MAY BE AWARDED BY THE 
MISSISSIPPI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY TO A SMALL MUNICIPALITY OR LIMITED 
POPULATION COUNTY FROM THE SMALL MUNICIPALITIES AND LIMITED 
POPULATION COUNTIES FUND DURING ANY GRANT PERIOD ESTABLISHED BY 
THE MDA; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 S. B. No. 2894:  AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 83-23-109, MISSISSIPPI CODE 
OF 1972, TO INCLUDE "CYBERSECURITY INSURANCE" FOR PURPOSES OF THE 
MISSISSIPPI INSURANCE GUARANTY ASSOCIATION STATUTES AND REVISE 
CERTAIN DEFINITIONS; TO AMEND SECTION 83-23-115, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 
1972, TO PROVIDE LIMITS ON CLAIMS PAID DUE TO A CYBER LIABILITY AND FOR 
PROPERTY DAMAGE; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 David Jordan, Chairman 
 

__________ 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 
 

 Mr. President:  The Committee on Enrolled Bills has found correctly enrolled the 
following entitled measures and now presents them for your signature: 
 
 S. B. No. 2019:  AN ACT TO BRING FORWARD SECTION 57-1-781, 
MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, THE FORESTRY FACILITY GRANT PROGRAM, FOR 
THE PURPOSE OF POSSIBLE AMENDMENT; TO AMEND SECTION 57-1-783, 
MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO EXPAND WHICH PROJECTS MAY BE CONSIDERED 
FOR A GRANT; TO AMEND THE FUNDS THAT THE LEGISLATURE SHALL DEPOSIT 
INTO THE FUND; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 S. B. No. 2204:  AN ACT TO REQUIRE A SHERIFF, CHIEF OF POLICE, THE 
DIRECTOR OF THE HIGHWAY PATROL OR CONSTABLE OR ANY OTHER PEACE 
OFFICER IN THIS STATE TO REPORT TO THE MISSISSIPPI AGRICULTURAL AND 
LIVESTOCK THEFT BUREAU ANY THEFT, BURGLARY, ROBBERY OR ATTEMPTED 
THEFT, BURGLARY OR ROBBERY OF AGRICULTURE-RELATED ITEMS; TO 
REQUIRE ANY COMMERCIAL ENTITY IN THE BUSINESS OF BUYING, SELLING, 
LEASING, RENTING, STORING OR TRANSPORTING AGRICULTURE-RELATED 
VEHICLES, HAVING POSSESSION OR CUSTODY OF AGRICULTURE-RELATED 
VEHICLES TO REPORT TO THE MISSISSIPPI AGRICULTURAL AND LIVESTOCK 
THEFT BUREAU ANY THEFT, BURGLARY, ROBBERY OR ATTEMPTED THEFT, 
BURGLARY OR ROBBERY OF AGRICULTURE-RELATED VEHICLES; TO AMEND 
SECTION 69-29-1, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO CONFORM; AND FOR RELATED 
PURPOSES. 
 S. B. No. 2216:  AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 37-101-15, MISSISSIPPI CODE 
OF 1972, TO REMOVE THE DATE OF REPEAL ON THE PROVISION OF LAW 
AUTHORIZING THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF STATE INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER 
LEARNING TO ADMINISTER CERTAIN CONSTRUCTION AND MAINTENANCE 
PROJECTS OF THE INSTITUTIONS UNDER ITS JURISDICTION; AND FOR RELATED 
PURPOSES. 
 S. B. No. 2260:  AN ACT TO ESTABLISH THE BLUE ENVELOPE PROGRAM TO 
ENHANCE EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATION BETWEEN LAW ENFORCEMENT AND 
DRIVERS WITH AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDER; TO PROVIDE THAT THE 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY SHALL ADMINISTER THE PROGRAM AND SHALL 
PROVIDE FOR, ASSIST IN AND AUTHORIZE THE PRINTING AND ASSEMBLING OF A 
PROGRAM PACKAGE; TO IDENTIFY WHO MAY REQUEST A PROGRAM PACKAGE 
AND TO DIRECT THE DEPARTMENT TO PROVIDE INFORMATION ON ITS WEBSITE 
REGARDING HOW TO OBTAIN A PROGRAM PACKAGE; TO PROVIDE HOW A 
DRIVER MAY PARTICIPATE IN THE PROGRAM; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
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 S. B. No. 2264:  AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 69-53-1, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 
1972, TO MODIFY THE DEFINITION OF AGRITOURISM ACTIVITY; TO AMEND 
SECTION 69-53-5, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO REVISE WARNING NOTICE SIGN 
REQUIREMENTS PERTAINING TO AGRITOURISM; TO BRING FORWARD SECTIONS 
69-53-3 AND 69-53-7, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, FOR THE PURPOSE OF 
POSSIBLE AMENDMENT; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 S. B. No. 2266:  AN ACT TO REQUIRE THE DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE TO 
PUBLISH, BY AUGUST 1, 2025, A LIST OF ITEMS ELIGIBLE FOR ANY SALES TAX 
EXEMPTION OR REDUCED SALES TAX RATE FOR THE HOLDER OF A 
COMMERCIAL FARMER PERMIT; TO BRING FORWARD SECTIONS 27-65-17 AND 27-
65-103, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, FOR THE PURPOSE OF POSSIBLE 
AMENDMENT; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 S. B. No. 2300:  AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 31-7-13.1, MISSISSIPPI CODE 
OF 1972, TO REQUIRE PUBLIC AGENCIES OR GOVERNING AUTHORITIES TO 
SOLICIT PROPOSALS FROM QUALIFIED DESIGN-BUILDERS; TO REQUIRE A 
CONTRACT TO INCLUDE PAYMENT FOR BOTH THE DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION 
PHASES OF THE PROJECT; TO ELIMINATE THE REQUIREMENT THAT AT LEAST 
ONE OF THE PEOPLE ON THE EVALUATION COMMITTEE BE AN ARCHITECT OR 
ENGINEER LICENSED AND REGISTERED IN MISSISSIPPI; TO BRING FORWARD 
SECTION 31-7-13.2, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, RELATING TO CONSTRUCTION 
CONTRACTS, FOR PURPOSES OF POSSIBLE AMENDMENT; AND FOR RELATED 
PURPOSES. 
 S. B. No. 2311:  AN ACT TO CREATE THE CRIME OF MAIL THEFT; TO CREATE 
THE CRIME OF THEFT OR UNAUTHORIZED REPRODUCTION OF A MAIL 
RECEPTACLE KEY OR LOCK; TO CREATE THE THEFT OR RECEIPT OF A STOLEN 
CHECK OR SIGHT ORDER; TO CREATE THE CRIME OF TRAFFIC IN OR 
POSSESSION OF COUNTERFEIT CREDIT CARDS; TO DEFINE TERMS; TO PROVIDE 
CRIMINAL PENALTIES; TO AMEND SECTIONS 97-19-32 AND 97-45-31, MISSISSIPPI 
CODE OF 1972, TO INCLUDE CHIP-ENABLED CARDS WITHIN THE DEFINITION OF 
"REENCODER" AND "SCANNING DEVICE"; TO INCREASE THE CRIMINAL 
PENALTIES FOR A SECOND OR SUBSEQUENT VIOLATION OF THESE SECTIONS; 
TO PROVIDE THAT IN ADDITION TO THE CRIMINAL PENALTIES A PERSON 
CONVICTED UNDER THESE SECTIONS SHALL MAKE FULL RESTITUTION TO 
VICTIM OF THE OFFENSE; TO AMEND SECTION 97-21-23, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 
1972, TO AMEND THE CRIME OF FORGERY TO INCLUDE HAVING IN A PERSON'S 
CUSTODY OR POSSESSION A CHECK-PRINTING SOFTWARE OR HARDWARE 
WITH THE INTENT TO PRODUCE A MONETARY INSTRUMENT;  AND FOR RELATED 
PURPOSES. 
 S. B. No. 2315:  AN ACT TO AMEND SECTIONS 21-23-8, 83-39-7 AND 99-5-25, 
MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO REQUIRE COURT CLERKS TO ACCEPT SET-ASIDE 
ORDERS ON BEHALF OF A SURETY WHERE THE SURETY WAS NOT PROVIDED 
WITH NOTICE OF THE DEFENDANT'S FAILURE TO APPEAR IN A CRIMINAL COURT 
PROCEEDING FOR PRESENTATION TO THE COURT; TO REQUIRE ALL FELONY 
WARRANTS ISSUED BY A COURT FOR NONAPPEARANCE PLACED ON THE 
NATIONAL CRIME INFORMATION CENTER INDEX WITH NO RESTRICTIONS UNTIL 
THE DEFENDANT IS RETURNED TO CUSTODY; TO EXTEND THE NUMBER OF DAYS 
BETWEEN THE NOTIFICATION OF REVOCATION OF LICENSE TO A SURETY BY THE 
DEPARTMENT OF INSURANCE AND THE DAY THE REVOCATION WILL BECOME 
EFFECTIVE; TO AUTHORIZE A SURETY TO SUBMIT PROOF TO THE DEPARTMENT 
OF INSURANCE THAT THE DEFENDANT HAS BEEN SURRENDERED TO THE 
APPROPRIATE AUTHORITIES OR THAT THE BOND HAS BEEN PAID DIRECTLY TO 
THE COURT OR OTHER PROPER AUTHORITIES BEFORE REVOCATION OF THE 
SURETY'S LICENSE; TO CREATE NEW SECTION 99-5-41, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 
1972, TO PROVIDE WHEN A BAIL BOND OR OBLIGATION THEREUNDER IS 
DISCHARGED AND BECOMES NULL AND VOID; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 S. C. R. No. 529:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION CELEBRATING AND 
CONGRATULATING THE UNIVERSITY OF MISSISSIPPI OLE MISS REBELS 
FOOTBALL TEAM AND HEAD COACH LANE KIFFIN, INCLUDING THE ATHLETES, 
COACHING STAFF, ADMINISTRATION, FACULTY, STUDENTS AND ALUMNI, FOR 
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WINNING THE 2024 TAXSLAYER GATOR BOWL AND FOR CONSECUTIVE 10-WIN 
SEASON VICTORIES. 
 David Jordan, Chairman 
 

__________ 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 
 

 Mr. President:  The Committee on Enrolled Bills has found correctly enrolled the 
following entitled measures and now presents them for your signature: 
 
 H. B. No. 150:  AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 63-5-27, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 
1972, TO INCREASE THE MAXIMUM ALLOWABLE GROSS WEIGHT REQUIREMENTS 
FOR VEHICLES TRANSPORTING CONCRETE AND VEHICLES TRANSPORTING 
SOLID WASTE TO 64,000 POUNDS FOR VEHICLES WITH THREE AXLE 
CONFIGURATIONS AND ESTABLISH A MAXIMUM GROSS WEIGHT LIMITATION OF 
72,000 POUNDS FOR VEHICLES WITH FOUR AXLE CONFIGURATIONS; TO 
PROVIDE FOR THE MAXIMUM WEIGHT ALLOWABLE FOR AXLE DISTRIBUTION FOR 
VEHICLES WITH TWO AND THREE AXLE TANDEMS; AND FOR RELATED 
PURPOSES. 
 H. B. No. 624:  AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 25-31-10, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 
1972, TO INCREASE THE SALARIES OF FULL-TIME CRIMINAL INVESTIGATORS; 
AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 H. B. No. 767:  AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 55-15-21, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 
1972, TO REVISE THE COMPOSITION OF THE GRAND GULF MILITARY MONUMENT 
COMMISSION TO INCREASE THE NUMBER OF COMMISSION MEMBERS; TO 
PROVIDE THAT ONE ADDITIONAL MEMBER SHALL BE APPOINTED BY THE 
GOVERNOR FROM THE STATE-AT-LARGE AFTER CONSIDERATION OF 
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE APPOINTMENT MADE BY THE SPEAKER OF THE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES AND ONE ADDITIONAL MEMBER SHALL BE 
APPOINTED FROM THE STATE-AT-LARGE BY THE LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR; AND 
FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 H. B. No. 917:  AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 57-1-14, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 
1972, TO EXEMPT RECORDS OF A PUBLIC BODY WHICH CONTAIN CLIENT 
INFORMATION CONCERNING DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS FROM THE MISSISSIPPI 
PUBLIC RECORDS ACT FOR A PERIOD OF FOUR YEARS; AND FOR RELATED 
PURPOSES. 
 H. B. No. 962:  AN ACT TO REENACT SECTIONS 37-69-1 THROUGH 37-69-7, 
MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, WHICH ARE THE ENERGY ACADEMY ACT THAT 
AUTHORIZES THE VICKSBURG-WARREN AND CLAIBORNE COUNTY SCHOOL 
DISTRICTS TO PARTNER WITH A NUCLEAR FACILITY, WARREN COUNTY AND THE 
STATE OF MISSISSIPPI FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF AN ENERGY HIGH SCHOOL 
ACADEMY; TO CREATE NEW SECTION 37-69-9, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO 
CODIFY AND EXTEND THE DATE OF THE REPEALER ON THE ENERGY ACADEMY 
ACT; TO AMEND SECTION 5, CHAPTER 482, LAWS OF 2019, AS AMENDED BY 
SECTION 5, CHAPTER 382, LAWS OF 2022, TO REMOVE THE REPEALER 
LANGUAGE ON THE ENERGY ACADEMY ACT FROM THE EFFECTIVE DATE 
SECTION OF THE ENABLING LEGISLATION; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 H. B. No. 1066:  AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 37-135-31, MISSISSIPPI CODE 
OF 1972, WHICH IS THE "INTERSTATE COMPACT ON EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY 
FOR MILITARY CHILDREN" FOR THE PURPOSE OF CORRECTING THE 
REFERENCE TO A STATUTORY PROVISION OF THE UNITED STATES CODE THAT 
ADDRESSES ACTIVE DUTY ORDERS; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 H. B. No. 1085:  AN ACT TO AMEND SECTIONS 57-78-3 AND 57-78-5, 
MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO PROVIDE THAT THE MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT 
OF ARCHIVES AND HISTORY, RATHER THAN THE MISSISSIPPI DEVELOPMENT 
AUTHORITY, SHALL BE THE ADMINISTERING AGENCY FOR THE GRANT 
PROGRAM; TO INCREASE THE MAXIMUM OF GRANT FUNDS THAT MAY BE 
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PROVIDED TO A COMMUNITY UNDER THE PROGRAM DURING A YEAR; TO DELETE 
THE PROVISION REQUIRING THAT THE MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF ARCHIVES 
AND HISTORY SHALL PROVIDE THE MISSISSIPPI MAIN STREET ASSOCIATION 
WITH NO MORE THAN TWO PERCENT OF THE AMOUNT OF FUNDS DEPOSITED 
INTO THE MISSISSIPPI MAIN STREET REVITALIZATION GRANT FUND FOR 
ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES IN CARRYING OUT ITS DUTIES UNDER THE 
MISSISSIPPI MAIN STREET REVITALIZATION GRANT PROGRAM; TO REPEAL 
SECTION 33 OF CHAPTER 113, LAWS OF 2024, WHICH PROVIDES FUNDS FROM 
THE MISSISSIPPI MAIN STREET REVITALIZATION GRANT PROGRAM FUND TO THE 
MISSISSIPPI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY FOR MAKING GRANTS TO CERTAIN 
MAIN STREET DESIGNATED COMMUNITIES FOR CERTAIN PROJECTS; TO AMEND 
SECTION 2 OF CHAPTER 113, LAWS OF 2024, TO REVISE THE FISCAL YEAR 2025 
APPROPRIATION TO THE MISSISSIPPI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY TO REDUCE 
THE AMOUNT OF SPECIAL FUNDS APPROPRIATED TO THE AUTHORITY; TO 
AMEND CHAPTER 66, LAWS OF 2024, TO REVISE THE FISCAL YEAR 2025 
APPROPRIATION TO THE MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF ARCHIVES AND HISTORY 
TO INCREASE THE AMOUNT OF SPECIAL FUNDS APPROPRIATED TO THE 
DEPARTMENT; TO PROVIDE THAT THE DEPARTMENT SHALL DISTRIBUTE FUNDS 
FROM THE MISSISSIPPI MAIN STREET REVITALIZATION GRANT PROGRAM FUND 
TO CERTAIN MAIN STREET DESIGNATED COMMUNITIES FOR CERTAIN 
PROJECTS; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 H. B. No. 1191:  AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 77-13-3, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 
1972, TO REVISE CERTAIN DEFINITIONS AND DEFINE ADDITIONAL TERMS USED 
IN THOSE STATUTES REGULATING EXCAVATIONS NEAR UNDERGROUND 
UTILITIES; TO AMEND SECTION 77-13-5, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO REVISE 
THE NOTICE REQUIREMENTS FOR EXCAVATORS BEFORE BEGINNING AN 
EXCAVATION AND TO ESTABLISH SPECIFIC NOTICE REQUIREMENTS FOR 
SUBMERGED EXCAVATIONS; TO AMEND SECTION 77-13-9, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 
1972, TO ESTABLISH DIFFERENT TIMEFRAMES THAT VARY ACCORDING TO THE 
TYPE OF EXCAVATION FOR UTILITY OPERATORS TO LOCATE AND MARK 
UNDERGROUND LINES AND FACILITIES AND SUBMERGED FACILITIES AFTER 
RECEIVING NOTICE OF AN EXCAVATION; TO AMEND SECTION 77-13-11, 
MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO REQUIRE AN EXCAVATOR MAKING AN 
EMERGENCY EXCAVATION TO PROVIDE THE CONTACT INFORMATION OF THE 
PERSON AT THE SITE WHO IS AVAILABLE TO DISCUSS THE EXCAVATION WITH 
OPERATORS; TO CREATE NEW SECTION 77-13-12, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO 
AUTHORIZE AN EXCAVATOR THAT IS PLANNING A LARGE PROJECT TO REQUEST 
A PRECONSTRUCTION MEETING WITH OPERATORS AND OTHER INTERESTED 
PARTIES; TO AUTHORIZE PARTIES PARTICIPATING IN THE MEETING TO EXECUTE 
AN AGREEMENT ESTABLISHING TERMS AND TIMEFRAMES FOR THE PROJECT; TO 
AMEND SECTION 77-13-17, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, IN CONFORMITY TO THE 
PROVISIONS OF THIS ACT; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 H. B. No. 1316:  AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 73-11-33, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 
1972, TO EXTEND THE DATE OF THE REPEALER ON THE SECTIONS OF LAW 
WHICH CREATE THE STATE BOARD OF FUNERAL SERVICE AND PRESCRIBE ITS 
DUTIES AND POWERS; TO REENACT SECTIONS 73-11-41 THROUGH 73-11-73, 
MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, WHICH CREATE THE STATE BOARD OF FUNERAL 
SERVICE AND PRESCRIBE ITS DUTIES AND POWERS; AND FOR RELATED 
PURPOSES. 
 H. B. No. 1419:  AN ACT TO AMEND SECTIONS 23-15-557, 23-15-281, 23-15-
285, 23-15-35, 23-15-115, 19-3-1, 21-9-59 AND 23-15-283, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 
1972, TO PROVIDE THAT THE LOCATION OF A POLLING PLACE SHALL NOT BE 
ALTERED WITHIN SIXTY DAYS OF ANY PRIMARY, GENERAL, RUNOFF OR SPECIAL 
ELECTION UNLESS EXIGENT CIRCUMSTANCES EXIST; AND FOR RELATED 
PURPOSES. 
 David Jordan, Chairman 
 

__________ 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 

 
 Mr. President:  The Committee on Enrolled Bills has found correctly enrolled the 
following entitled measures and now presents them for your signature: 
 
 H. B. No. 186:  AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 31-7-14, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 
1972, TO CLARIFY THAT AN ENTITY MAY USE ANY SOURCES OF FUNDS AVAILABLE 
TO THE ENTITY TO ENTER INTO CERTAIN CONTRACTS; TO EXTEND THE DATE OF 
THE REPEALER ON ENERGY EFFICIENCY SERVICES PUBLIC CONTRACTS; AND 
FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 H. B. No. 638:  AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 65-1-8, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 
1972, TO AUTHORIZE THE MISSISSIPPI TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION TO 
DELEGATE ITS AUTHORITY TO ENTER INTO SUPPLEMENTAL AGREEMENTS TO 
CERTAIN CONTRACTS PREVIOUSLY APPROVED BY THE COMMISSION FOR 
EXPENDITURES NOT TO EXCEED $250,000.00; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 H. B. No. 959:  AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 83-1-191, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 
1972, TO EXTEND THE DATE OF THE REPEALER ON THE COMPREHENSIVE 
HURRICANE DAMAGE MITIGATION PROGRAM WITHIN THE DEPARTMENT OF 
INSURANCE; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 H. B. No. 1186:  AN ACT TO REQUIRE SCHOOL DISTRICTS TO TEST NATURAL 
GAS PIPING SYSTEMS IN THEIR FACILITIES; TO CREATE THE DUTY TO PRESSURE 
TEST; TO PRESCRIBE REQUIREMENTS FOR THE TEST; TO REQUIRE WRITTEN 
NOTICE OF THE TEST TO SUPPLIERS; TO PROVIDE FOR DISCONTINUANCE OF 
SERVICE IN CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES; TO REQUIRE SCHOOLS TO REPORT GAS 
LEAKAGE TO SCHOOL BOARDS; TO ALLOW FOR THE PROMULGATION OF RULES; 
TO PROVIDE FOR THE ENFORCEMENT OF THIS ACT; AND FOR RELATED 
PURPOSES. 
 H. B. No. 1189:  AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 99-19-75, MISSISSIPPI CODE 
OF 1972, TO INCREASE THE DEPOSITS PAID INTO THE "VICTIMS OF HUMAN 
TRAFFICKING AND COMMERCIAL SEXUAL EXPLOITATION FUND"; AND FOR 
RELATED PURPOSES. 
 H. B. No. 1387:  AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 43-15-17, MISSISSIPPI CODE 
OF 1972, TO REVISE WHICH RELATIVES MAY RECEIVE REIMBURSEMENT FOR THE 
CARE OF FOSTER CHILDREN; TO AMEND SECTION 43-21-105, MISSISSIPPI CODE 
OF 1972, TO AMEND THE DEFINITION OF FICTIVE KIN; AND FOR RELATED 
PURPOSES. 
 David Jordan, Chairman 
 

__________ 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 
 

 Mr. President:  The Committee on Enrolled Bills has found correctly enrolled the 
following entitled measures and now presents them for your signature: 
 
 H. B. No. 610:  AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 41-55-71, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 
1972, TO DEFINE THE TERM "NONEMERGENCY MEDICAL TRANSPORTATION 
(NEMT)" AS USED IN THE STATUTE REQUIRING VEHICLE PERMITS AND 
ESTABLISHING STANDARDS FOR NONEMERGENCY MEDICAL TRANSPORTATION 
SERVICES; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 H. B. No. 918:  AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 39-5-145, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 
1972, TO TRANSFER ADMINISTRATION OF THE MISSISSIPPI COMMUNITY 
HERITAGE PRESERVATION GRANT FUND FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE 
AND ADMINISTRATION TO THE DEPARTMENT OF ARCHIVES AND HISTORY; AND 
FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 H. B. No. 999:  AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 75-49-3, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 
1972, TO REVISE THE DEFINITION OF THE TERM "MODULAR HOME" AS USED 
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UNDER THE UNIFORM STANDARDS CODE FOR FACTORY-BUILT HOMES LAW; AND 
FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 H. B. No. 1293:  AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 51-15-105, MISSISSIPPI CODE 
OF 1972, TO REVISE THE ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA FOR PERSONS APPOINTED TO 
THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE PAT HARRISON WATERWAY DISTRICT; AND 
FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 H. B. No. 1530:  AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 41-19-35, MISSISSIPPI CODE 
OF 1972, TO AUTHORIZE MENTAL HEALTH REGIONAL COMMISSIONS TO BE 
ESTABLISHED WITH A SET COMPOSITION OF MEMBERS IF EACH BOARD OF 
SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTIES PARTICIPATING IN A PARTICULAR REGIONAL 
COMMISSION AGREE TO SUCH COMPOSITION AS EVIDENCED BY RESOLUTIONS 
ADOPTED BY EACH BOARD; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 
 David Jordan, Chairman 
 

__________ 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 
 

 Mr. President:  The Committee on Enrolled Bills has found correctly enrolled the 
following entitled measures and now presents them for your signature: 
 
 H. C. R. No. 45:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION COMMENDING AND 
CONGRATULATING GRACELYNN PEARL BATTE FOR HER IMMENSE SUCCESS AT 
THE UNITED TAEKWONDO ALLIANCE COMPETITION IN BROMSGROVE, ENGLAND. 
 H. C. R. No. 46:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION COMMENDING THE 
DISTINGUISHED AND ACCOMPLISHED CAREER OF MISSISSIPPI AND AMERICAN 
RACE CAR DRIVING LEGEND, MR. CHARLIE KEMP, AND ACKNOWLEDGING HIS 
PROFOUND CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE SPORT OF RACING. 
 H. C. R. No. 47:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION COMMENDING AND 
CONGRATULATING THE PURVIS HIGH SCHOOL VOLLEYBALL TEAM FOR WINNING 
THE MISSISSIPPI HIGH SCHOOL ACTIVITIES ASSOCIATION (MHSAA) CLASS 4A 
STATE CHAMPIONSHIP. 
 H. C. R. No. 48:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION OBSERVING AND 
RECOGNIZING NOVEMBER 9, 2025, AS "GOLD STAR FATHER'S DAY" TO HONOR 
THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN FALLEN OR PERMANENTLY DISABLED MEMBERS 
OF THE UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES AND THEIR FATHERS. 
 H. C. R. No. 49:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION COMMENDING AND 
CONGRATULATING DR. VERNA R. TAYLOR UPON THE SPECIAL OCCASION OF HER 
RETIREMENT FROM JACKSON STATE UNIVERSITY AND UPON HER 
CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE FIELD OF EDUCATION. 
 H. C. R. No. 50:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION MOURNING THE LOSS AND 
COMMENDING THE LIFE AND LEGACY OF MAYOR DAVID TAYLOR II OF 
HEIDELBERG, MISSISSIPPI, AND EXPRESSING DEEPEST SYMPATHY TO HIS 
FAMILY, FRIENDS AND COMMUNITY UPON HIS PASSING. 
 H. C. R. No. 51:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION COMMENDING AND 
CONGRATULATING THE NORTHWEST MISSISSIPPI COMMUNITY COLLEGE DANCE 
TEAM FOR WINNING BACK-TO-BACK NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS IN THE OPEN 
HIP-HOP DIVISION AT THE UDA NATIONALS IN ORLANDO, FLORIDA. 
 H. C. R. No. 52:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION COMMENDING AND 
CONGRATULATING THE NORTHWEST MISSISSIPPI COMMUNITY COLLEGE CHEER 
TEAM FOR WINNING BACK-TO-BACK NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS IN THE OPEN 
ALL-GIRL TRADITIONAL DIVISION AND SECURING A NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP IN 
THE OPEN CO-ED GAME DAY DIVISION AT THE UCA NATIONALS IN ORLANDO, 
FLORIDA. 
 H. C. R. No. 53:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING AND 
COMMENDING MR. JERRY SIMS FOR HIS EXCEPTIONAL SUCCESS IN BUSINESS 
AND OUTSTANDING LEGACY IN TRACK AND FIELD AT ALCORN STATE 
UNIVERSITY. 
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 David Jordan, Chairman 
 

__________ 
 
 Senator Blackwell moved that the Senate adjourn until 1:00 PM, Tuesday, March 
11, 2025. 
 
  The motion prevailed, and at 5:09 PM, the Senate stood adjourned in memory of John 
Brewer Tomlinson, Ely Mitchell, Ann Harper Richardson, Charles Joseph "Joey" Ward, 
Howard Allen Jenkins, David Parker, William Edward Phillips, Jr. and James Roy 
Killingsworth. 
 
 
 Amanda Frusha White, Secretary of the Senate 
 

__________ 
 

INTRODUCTIONS FOR MONDAY, MARCH 10, 2025 
 

 S. C. R. No. 536: Rules 
 A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION COMMENDING AND PAYING TRIBUTE TO 
HOLMES COUNTY POLL WORKER FREDDIE ANN BYRD FARMER WHO HAS 
SERVED OVER 69 CONSECUTIVE YEARS IN THIS ROLE AS THE "FRONTLINE OF 
DEMOCRACY." 
 By Senator(s) Michel 
 
 S. C. R. No. 537: Rules 
 A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION DESIGNATING APRIL 24, 2025, AS "REMAN 
DAY" IN MISSISSIPPI. 
 By Senator(s) Parks 
 
 S. R. No. 95: Rules 
 A RESOLUTION COMMENDING AND CONGRATULATING BAY HIGH LADY 
TIGERS GIRLS SOCCER TEAM AND COACH GRANT ADAM FOR WINNING THEIR 
FIRST CLASS 4A STATE CHAMPIONSHIP. 
 By Senator(s) Ladner, Thompson 
 
 S. R. No. 96: Rules 
 A RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING SENATOR HILLMAN T. FRAZIER UPON HIS 
RECEIPT OF THE PRESTIGIOUS SOUTHERN LEGISLATIVE CONFERENCE (SLC) 
"THOMAS B. MURPHY LEGACY AWARD" FOR DISTINGUISHED LEGISLATIVE 
SERVICE. 
 By Senator(s) Kirby 

__________ 
 
 
 
 

SIXTY-FOURTH DAY, TUESDAY, MARCH 11, 2025 
 

The Senate met at 1:00 PM pursuant to adjournment, President Pro Tempore Kirby 
presiding. 
 
 The roll being called the following Senators answered to their names: 
 
 Present--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, 
Bryan, Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, 
Harkins, Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, 
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McCaughn, McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Parks, Polk, Rhodes, 
Robinson, Seymour, Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, 
Thomas, Thompson, Turner-Ford, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger.  Total--51. 
 Absent--Total--None. 
 Vacancies--1. 
 
 The Secretary announced a quorum present. 

__________ 
 
 The invocation was delivered by Bro. Justin Chaney, Pastor, Cedar Grove Baptist 
Church, Lena, MS. 

__________ 
 
 Senator McCaughn led the Senate in the recitation of the oath of allegiance to the 
flag of the United States of America. 

__________ 
 
 On motion of Senator Blackwell, the reading of the journal of the previous day was 
dispensed with, and the same stood approved. 

__________ 
 

INTRODUCTION OF SENATE BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS: 
 The measures introduced were read under a suspension of the rules, referred to 
committees, and are listed after adjournment on this date. 

__________ 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON ENERGY 
 

 Mr. President:  The following appointments have had the consideration of the 
above-named committee, and I am instructed to report them with the following 
recommendations: 
 
 S. N. No. 14:  Thomas Ford Gandy, Madison, Mississippi, Commercial Mobile 
Radio Service Board, four year term effective July 1, 2024 and ending June 30, 2028, 
representing Wireless Providers.  Do Advise and Consent. 
 
 S. N. No. 15:  James Ivory, III, Flowood, Mississippi, Commercial Mobile Radio 
Service Board as the consumer representing the state at large, remainder of a four year 
term effective October 3, 2024 and ending June 30, 2027, vice Ms. Patsy A. Boyd.  Do 
Advise and Consent. 
 
 CARTER, Chairman 
 

__________ 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON LOCAL AND PRIVATE 
 

 Mr. President:  The above-named committee, having had under consideration the 
following, favorably reports same for the reason that the relief sought cannot be obtained 
by invoking the jurisdiction of the courts and by reason the local nature cannot be reached 
by a general law: 
 
 S. B. No. 2016:  City of Brookhaven; extend repeal date on the tax upon room 
rentals of hotels, motels and bed-and-breakfast establishments.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass. 
 
 S. B. No. 3057:  City of Booneville; extend date of repeal on city's hotel, motel and 
restaurant tax.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass. 
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 S. B. No. 3058:  City of Petal; extend repealer on hotel/motel and restaurant/bar 
tourism taxes.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass. 
 
 S. B. No. 3059:  City of Hattiesburg; extend repeal date on hotel, motel and 
restaurant tax.  Title Sufficient.  Committee Substitute.  Do Pass. 
 
 S. B. No. 3060:  City of Greenwood; extend the repeal date on the tourism tax and 
the Greenwood Tourism Commission.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass. 
 
 S. B. No. 3063:  City of Louisville; extend the hotel and motel tax repeal date to 
July 1, 2029.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass. 
 
 S. B. No. 3064:  City of Byram; extend repeal date on hotel and motel tax.  Title 
Sufficient.  Do Pass. 
 
 S. B. No. 3256:  Tishomingo County Water District; amend provisions concerning 
compensation and reimbursement.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass. 
 
 S. B. No. 3257:  Marshall County; authorize contributions to 501(c)(3) 
organizations operating food pantries.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass. 
 
 S. B. No. 3258:  Washington County; extend the repeal date on the Washington 
County Convention and Visitors Committee and tourism tax.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass. 
 
 S. B. No. 3263:  City of Gautier; correct Singing River Mall property description for 
authority to sell or enter 75-year lease.  Title Sufficient.  Committee Substitute.  Do Pass. 
 
 S. B. No. 3264:  City of Olive Branch; extend repealer on 1% hotel/motel tax and 
issuance of bonds for tourism and parks and recreation.  Title Sufficient.  Do Pass. 
 
 S. B. No. 3267:  Greenwood Utilities Commission; authorize to bottle and sell its 
water directly to consumers.  Title Sufficient.  Committee Substitute.  Do Pass. 
 
 PARKS, Chairman 
 

__________ 
 
 Senator Hopson called up the following entitled bill: 
 
 H. B. No. 1126: Budget process; bring forward sections relating to and provide for 
transfers of funds. 
 
 
 COMMITTEE AMENDMENT NO. 1 was replaced by SUBSTITUTE FOR 
COMMITTEE AMENDMENT NO. 1. 
 
 
 Senator Hopson offered the following SUBSTITUTE FOR COMMITTEE 
AMENDMENT NO. 1. 
 
 AMEND on lines 83 and 186 by changing "brought forward" to "amended". 
 
 AMEND on lines 102, 106 and 224 by deleting "ten percent (10%)" and inserting in 
lieu thereof "fifteen percent (15%)". 
 
 FURTHER, AMEND the title to conform. 
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