






































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































846 SENATE JOURNAL
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 2025

as close to equal in population as permissible under law. Itis also intended that no district
shall contain any of the area included within the description of another district.

(2) If the districts described in this joint resolution do not carry out the purposes
thereof because of unintentional omissions, duplications, overlapping areas, erroneous
nomenclature, lack of adequate maps or descriptions of political subdivisions, wards or
other divisions thereof, or of their boundary lines, then the Secretary of State, at the
request of the Chair or Vice Chairman of the Standing Joint Legislative Committee on
Reapportionment shall, by order, correct such omissions, overlaps, erroneous
nomenclature or other defects in the description of districts so as to accomplish the
purposes and objectives of this joint resolution.

(3) In promulgating such orders, the Secretary of State, in addition to achieving
equality in the population of districts as permissible under law and ensuring that all areas
of the state

are completely and accurately encompassed in such districts, shall be guided by the
following standards:

(a) In any instance in which there is a conflict between the description of a
district as provided in this joint resolution and the map of the Senate districts developed
by the Standing Joint Legislative Committee on Reapportionment in conjunction with the
adopted redistricting plan, the map shall control; however, in instances in which the map
is inconclusive, the criteria provided in paragraphs (b) through (f) of this subsection shall
control any dispute or issue regarding the composition of any Senate district;

(b) Gaps in the description of a district shall be completed in a manner that
results in a total description of the district that is consonant with the description of adjacent
districts and results in complete contiguity of districts;

(c) Areas of the state included within the descriptions of more than one (1)
district shall be allocated to the district having the lowest population;

(d) Areas of the state not included within the descriptions of any district shall
be allocated to the adjacent district having the lowest population;

(e) In the event that the area subject to corrected description or allocation
as provided in paragraphs (b), (c) and (d) of this subsection is of such size or contains
such population that its inclusion as a unit in any district would result in substantial
disparity in the size, shape or population of the district, then the Secretary of State may
allocate portions of the area to two (2) or more districts; and

() In any allocation of area or correction of descriptions made pursuant to
this joint resolution, the Secretary of State shall, consistent with the foregoing standards,
preserve the contiguity and compactness of districts and avoid the unnecessary division
of political subdivisions.

(4) Copies of such orders shall be filed by the Secretary of State in his office and
in the offices of the affected commissioners of election and registrars. The Secretary of
State may adopt reasonable rules regulating the procedure for applications for orders
under this joint resolution in the manner of serving and filing a notice or copy of orders
relating thereto. Upon the filing of an order, the description of any affected district shall
be deemed to have been corrected in the manner provided in such order to the full extent
as if the correction had been contained in the original description provided in this joint
resolution.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Standing Joint Legislative Committee on
Reapportionment is directed to provide all information necessary to assist the counties in
identifying the boundaries of the districts described in this joint resolution.
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the redistricting contained in this joint
resolution shall supersede any prior redistricting, and any prior redistricting shall be null
and void upon the date this joint resolution is effectuated.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Chairman and Vice Chairman of the
Standing Joint Legislative Committee on Reapportionment shall file copies of this plan
with the Mississippi Department of Archives and History, the Secretary of State, the Clerk
of the Mississippi House of Representatives, and the Secretary of the Mississippi State
Senate.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That if any paragraph, sentence, clause, phrase or
any part of this joint resolution is declared to be unconstitutional or void, or if for any reason
is declared to be invalid or of no effect, the remaining paragraphs, sentences, clauses,
phrases or parts thereof shall be in no manner affected thereby, but shall remain in full
force and effect.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the redistricting of House of Representatives
districts and Senate districts shall be deemed to be separate from each other. The
invalidity of the districts of one (1) house shall not affect or require the redistricting of the
other house.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Joint Legislative Committee on
Compilation, Revision and Publication of Legislation is hereby directed to see to it that
this resolution is placed in the editor's notes that follow Section 5-1-3, Mississippi Code of
1972.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Chairman of the Senate Rules Committee,
with the assistance of counsel, is hereby directed to submit this resolution, upon its
adoption by both houses of the Legislature, to the United States District Court for the
Southern District of Mississippi, Northern Division, in the matter styled Mississippi State
Conf. of the NAACP v. State Bd. of Election Comm'rs., No. 3:22-CV-734.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That in redrawing the new Senate districts and
affected surrounding districts, an effort was made to affect the fewest districts possible,
so as to minimize confusion for the voters and the burden on local election officials in
administering elections.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That it is the intention of the Legislature that all
Senate elections conducted in districts amended by this joint resolution, and held in 2025,
be administered in accordance with the following schedule:

April 25: Deadline for delivery of detailed maps and address libraries to local
election officials.

May 19: Qualifying begins.
May 30: Qualifying deadline.

June 6: Deadline for State Executive Committees to submit names of qualified
candidates.

June 21: The Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act, PL 99-110,
100 Stat. 924, (UOCAVA) absentee voting begins for special primary election.

August 5: Special Primary Election Day.

September 2: Special Primary Runoff Election Day.



848 SENATE JOURNAL
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 2025

September 20: UOCAVA absentee voting begins for special general election.
November 4: Special General Election Day.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution shall take effect and be in force
from and after its approval by the United States District Court for the Southern District of
Mississippi, Northern Division, in the matter styled Mississippi State Conf. of the NAACP
v. State Bd. of Election Comm'rs., No. 3:22-CV-734."

Further, amend by striking the title in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof the
following:

A JOINT RESOLUTION TO AMEND CHAPTER 2150, LAWS OF 2022, TO
REVISE THE COMPOSITION OF MISSISSIPPI STATE SENATE DISTRICTS 1, 2, 11,
19, 34, 41, 42, 44 AND 45; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

Amendment No. 2 to J. R. No. 202 failed.

YEAS AND NAYS On J. R. No. 202. On motion of Senator Kirby, the rules were
suspended, the resolution considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and
nays being taken, it was adopted, title standing as stated, by the following vote:

Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackwell, Boyd, Carter, Chassaniol, DeBar, DeLano,
England, Fillingane, Harkins, Hopson, Johnson, Kirby, McCaughn, McMahan, Michel,
Parker, Parks, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, Seymour, Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber,
Thompson, Turner-Ford, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger. Total--33.

Nays--Blackmon, Blount, Brumfield, Bryan, Butler, Chism, Frazier, Hickman, Hill,
Horhn, Jackson, McLendon, Norwood, Simmons D. T. (12th), Tate, Thomas. Total--16.

Absent and those not voting----None.

Vacancies--1.

Senator Ladner, who would have voted yea on J. R. No. 202, announced a pair
with Senator Jordan, who would have voted nay.

Senator Wiggins moved that when the Senate adjourns, it adjourn in memory of
Marian Hester Trigg of Gautier, MS.

Senators Michel and Hopson moved that when the Senate adjourns, it adjourn in
memory of Major Mark Richard Pedron (Ret.) of Oxford, MS.

Senator Michel moved that when the Senate adjourns, it adjourn in memory of Mary
Ella Barnett of Jackson, MS.

Senator Younger moved that when the Senate adjourns, it adjourn in memory of
Garnet Lee Bridges Tanner of Columbus, MS.

Senator Blackwell moved that the Senate stand in recess until 5:00 PM, at which
time the Senate would then adjourn until 10:00 AM, Thursday, February 27, 2025.
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The motion prevailed, and at 4:28 PM, the Senate stood in recess.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELFARE

Mr. President: The above-named committee has had under consideration the
following measures and reports same back with the following recommendations:

H. B. No. 671: Hospital Expanded Capacity Program; extend period during which
expenses incurred by hospitals for ICU beds may be reimbursed under. Title Sufficient.
Do Pass As Amended.

H. B. No. 1262: Nursing; authorize military medics to take exam to be licensed as
an LPN. Title Sufficient. Do Pass.

H. B. No. 1401: Community health workers; provide for certification of by Health
Department and for Medicaid reimbursement for services of. Title Sufficient. Do Pass.

H. B. No. 1530: Mental Health Regional Commissions; authorize boards of
supervisors to agree to board compositions. Title Sufficient. Do Pass.

BRYAN, Chairman

Pursuant to adjournment motion previously adopted, the Senate stood adjourned
at 5:00 PM in memory of Marian Hester Trigg, Major Mark Richard Pedron (Ret.), Mary
Ella Barnett and Garnet Lee Bridges Tanner.

Amanda Frusha White, Secretary of the Senate

INTRODUCTIONS FOR WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 2025

S. B. No. 3189: Appropriations

AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE UNION SCHOOL DISTRICT
FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH THE
IMPLEMENTATION OF WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS AND CERTAIN
PROJECTS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026.
By Senator(s) McCaughn

S. B. No. 3190: Appropriations

AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE SCOTT COUNTY SCHOOL
DISTRICT FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH THE
FINAL PHASE OF THE STEAM ACADEMY RENOVATIONS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR
2026.
By Senator(s) McCaughn

S. B. No. 3191: Appropriations

AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE NEWTON COUNTY SCHOOL
DISTRICT FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH THE
FINAL PHASE OF THE NEWTON COUNTY CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION
CENTER TO INCLUDE POWER ACADEMY EQUIPMENT, CULINARY ARTS
EQUIPMENT, INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGY EQUIPMENT, UNMANNED AERIAL
SYSTEMS PROGRAM EQUIPMENT, AND THE INDUSTRY-SPECIFIC SIMULATION
SOFTWARE FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026.
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By Senator(s) McCaughn

S. B. No. 3192: Appropriations

AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE
NESHOBA COUNTY GENERAL HOSPITAL TO ASSIST IN PAYING COSTS
ASSOCIATED WITH THE ALLIED HEALTH FACILITY IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE
MISSISSIPPI UNIVERSITY FOR WOMEN FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING
COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH THE IMPLEMENTATION OF A JOINT NURSING
PROGRAM FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026.
By Senator(s) McCaughn

S. B. No. 3193: Appropriations

AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE CITY OF HOUSTON,
MISSISSIPPI, FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH
IMPROVEMENTS TO THE CHICKASAW COUNTY MUSEUM FOR THE FISCAL YEAR
2026.
By Senator(s) Suber

S. B. No. 3194: Appropriations

AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE CITY OF HOUSTON,
MISSISSIPPI, FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH
IMPROVEMENTS TO VETERANS PARK FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026.
By Senator(s) Suber

S. B. No. 3195: Appropriations

AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO YALOBUSHA COUNTY FOR THE
PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH MAKING IMPROVEMENTS
AND PURCHASING EQUIPMENT FOR ALL COUNTY FIRE DEPARTMENTS FOR THE
FISCAL YEAR 2026.
By Senator(s) Suber

S. B. No. 3196: Appropriations

AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO YALOBUSHA COUNTY FOR THE
PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH IMPROVEMENTS AND
EQUIPMENT FOR THE VELMA FIRE DEPARTMENT FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026.
By Senator(s) Suber

S. B. No. 3197: Appropriations

AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE CITY OF WATER VALLEY,
MISSISSIPPI, FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH
UPGRADES TO THE CITY ELECTRIC SYSTEM FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026.
By Senator(s) Suber

S. B. No. 3198: Appropriations

AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE CITY OF WATER VALLEY,
MISSISSIPPI, FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH
IMPROVEMENT TO STREETS AND PAVEMENT FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026.
By Senator(s) Suber

S. B. No. 3199: Appropriations

AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE TOWN OF OAKLAND,
MISSISSIPPI, FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH TWO
NEW WATER WELLS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026.
By Senator(s) Suber

S. B. No. 3200: Appropriations
AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE TOWN OF OAKLAND,
MISSISSIPPI, FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH THE
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REPAIR OR REPLACEMENT OF TWO WATER WELL PUMPS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR
2026.
By Senator(s) Suber

S. B. No. 3201: Appropriations

AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE TOWN OF COFFEEVILLE,
MISSISSIPPI, FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH THE
CONSTRUCTION OF A SPLASH PAD FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026.
By Senator(s) Suber

S. B. No. 3202: Appropriations

AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE CITY OF HOUSTON,
MISSISSIPPI, FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH THE
IMPROVEMENTS AND UPGRADES TO THE FACILITIES AND EQUIPMENT OF THE
PROGRESSIVE HEALTH SYSTEMS OF HOUSTON FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026.
By Senator(s) Suber

S. B. No. 3203: Appropriations

AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO CHICKASAW COUNTY FOR THE
PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH UPGRADES AND
IMPROVEMENTS TO COUNTY ROAD 405, ALSO KNOWN AS THORN ROAD, FOR
THE FISCAL YEAR 2026.
By Senator(s) Suber

S. B. No. 3204: Appropriations

AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE CITY OF HOUSTON,
MISSISSIPPI, FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH
STREET IMPROVEMENTS AND PAVING FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026.
By Senator(s) Suber

S. B. No. 3205: Appropriations

AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE TOWN OF OAKLAND,
MISSISSIPPI, FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH
PARK AND WALKING TRACK IMPROVEMENTS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026.
By Senator(s) Suber

S. B. No. 3206: Appropriations

AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE TOWN OF OAKLAND,
MISSISSIPPI, FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH
STREET IMPROVEMENTS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026.
By Senator(s) Suber

S. B. No. 3207: Appropriations

AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE TOWN OF BRUCE,
MISSISSIPPI, FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH THE
PURCHASE OF A NEW FIRE TRUCK FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026.
By Senator(s) Suber

S. B. No. 3208: Appropriations

AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE TOWN OF VARDAMAN,
MISSISSIPPI, FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH
PAVING AND STREET IMPROVEMENTS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026.
By Senator(s) Suber

S. B. No. 3209: Appropriations

AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE TOWN OF BRUCE,
MISSISSIPPI, FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH THE
CONSTRUCTION OF A NEW POLICE DEPARTMENT FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026.
By Senator(s) Suber
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S. B. No. 3210: Appropriations

AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE CITY OF PONTOTOC,
MISSISSIPPI, FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH
UPGRADING THE CITY PARKS AND BUILDING PICKLEBALL COURTS FOR THE
FISCAL YEAR 2026.
By Senator(s) Suber

S. B. No. 3211: Appropriations

AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE TOWN OF BRUCE,
MISSISSIPPI, FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH
PAVING AND IMPROVING THE TOWN'S STREETS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026.
By Senator(s) Suber

S. B. No. 3212: Appropriations

AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE TOWN OF BRUCE,
MISSISSIPPI, FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH THE
PURCHASE OF LAND FOR THE BRUCE POLICE DEPARTMENT FOR THE FISCAL
YEAR 2026.
By Senator(s) Suber

S. B. No. 3213: Appropriations

AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO CALHOUN COUNTY FOR THE
PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH PAVING AND REPAIRING
COUNTY ROAD 102 FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026.
By Senator(s) Suber

S. B. No. 3214: Appropriations

AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO CALHOUN COUNTY FOR THE
PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH THE PURCHASE OF A
GARBAGE TRUCK FOR TRANSPORTING COUNTY SOLID WASTE FOR THE FISCAL
YEAR 2026.
By Senator(s) Suber

S. B. No. 3215: Appropriations

AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE TOWN OF BRUCE,
MISSISSIPPI, FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH
MAKING IMPROVEMENTS TO THE PLAYGROUND IN THE OAKWOOD PARK FOR
THE FISCAL YEAR 2026.
By Senator(s) Suber

S. B. No. 3216: Appropriations

AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO CALHOUN COUNTY FOR THE
PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH THE PURCHASE OF
GARBAGE CANS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026.
By Senator(s) Suber

S. B. No. 3217: Appropriations

AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE CITY OF HOUSTON,
MISSISSIPPI, FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH
MAKING IMPROVEMENTS AND FOR NEW CONSTRUCTION FOR THE WALKING
TRACK AND COMMUNITY CENTER AT BUENA VISTA FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026.
By Senator(s) Suber

S. B. No. 3218: Appropriations

AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO CALHOUN COUNTY FOR THE
PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH MILLING, OVERLAYING, AND
STRIPING COUNTY ROAD 306 FROM THE INTERSECTION WITH COUNTY ROAD
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317 TO THE UNITED STATES ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS (USACE) PROPERTY
LINE FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026.
By Senator(s) Suber

S. B. No. 3219: Appropriations

AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO CHICKASAW COUNTY FOR THE
CHICKASAW COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING
COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH MAKING IMPROVEMENTS TO TENNIS COURTS FOR
THE FISCAL YEAR 2026.
By Senator(s) Suber

S. B. No. 3220: Appropriations

AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO CHICKASAW COUNTY FOR THE
PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH THE PURCHASE OF
EQUIPMENT AND UPGRADES FOR THE CHICKASAW COUNTY FIRE
DEPARTMENTS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026.
By Senator(s) Suber

S. B. No. 3221: Appropriations

AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE TOWN OF BRUCE,
MISSISSIPPI, FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH
CONSTRUCTING FENCING AT THE TOWN PARK AND OLD ARMORY FOR THE
FISCAL YEAR 2026.
By Senator(s) Suber

S. B. No. 3222: Appropriations

AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE TOWN OF BRUCE,
MISSISSIPPI, FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH
WATER LINE REPLACEMENTS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026.
By Senator(s) Suber

S. B. No. 3223: Appropriations

AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE TOWN OF BRUCE,
MISSISSIPPI, FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH
IMPROVING A PUBLIC SQUARE LOT FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026.
By Senator(s) Suber

S. B. No. 3224: Appropriations

AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO CHICKASAW COUNTY FOR THE
PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH MAKING IMPROVEMENTS
AND UPGRADES TO COUNTY ROADS 124, 125, AND 413 FOR THE FISCAL YEAR
2026.
By Senator(s) Suber

S. B. No. 3225: Appropriations

AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO CARROLL COUNTY FOR THE
PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH ROAD IMPROVEMENTS FOR
THE FISCAL YEAR 2026.
By Senator(s) Chassaniol

S. B. No. 3226: Appropriations

AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE CITY OF CHARLESTON,
MISSISSIPPI, FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH THE
PURCHASE OF city utility VEHICLES FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026.
By Senator(s) Jordan, Simmons (13th), Thomas

S. B. No. 3227: Appropriations
AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE TOWN OF WEBB, MISSISSIPPI,
FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH CERTAIN
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BUILDING IMPROVEMENTS, INCLUDING A FIREHOUSE, THE TOWN HALL, THE
LIBRARY, UTILITY BUILDINGS AND OFFICES, AND THE TOWN MAINTENANCE
SHOP FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026.

By Senator(s) Jordan, Simmons (13th), Thomas

S. B. No. 3228: Appropriations

AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE CITY OF HERNANDO,
MISSISSIPPI, FOR HERNANDO MEALS ON WHEELS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026.
By Senator(s) McLendon

S. B. No. 3229: Appropriations

AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE TOWN OF PICKENS,
MISSISSIPPI, FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH
FURTHER RENOVATIONS TO A LIBRARY ON LEXINGTON STREET THAT WAS
FORMERLY A METHODIST CHURCH FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026.
By Senator(s) Blackmon

S. B. No. 3230: Appropriations

AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE TOWN OF PICKENS,
MISSISSIPPI, FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH
REPAIRS TO THE FORMER CITY HALL BUILDING FOR USE AS A MEETING PLACE
FOR CITIZENS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026.
By Senator(s) Blackmon

S. B. No. 3231: Appropriations

AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE TOWN OF PICKENS,
MISSISSIPPI, FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS AND MATCHING FUNDS
ASSOCIATED WITH REPAIRS TO THE TOWN'S WALKING TRAIL FOR THE FISCAL
YEAR 2026.
By Senator(s) Blackmon

S. B. No. 3232: Appropriations

AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO TOWN OF PICKENS, MISSISSIPPI,
FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH CONSTRUCTING
A PUMP STATION ON SHADY LANE TO SUPPLY WATER TO THE CITY'S ELEVATED
AREAS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026.
By Senator(s) Blackmon

S. B. No. 3233: Appropriations

AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO MISSISSIPPI INDUSTRIES FOR THE
BLIND FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH CAPITAL
IMPROVEMENTS TO ITS FACILITIES AND PARKING LOT FOR THE FISCAL YEAR
2026.
By Senator(s) Robinson

S. B. No. 3234: Appropriations

AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE TOWN OF MONTICELLO,
MISSISSIPPI, FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH
IMPROVEMENTS TO A CERTAIN BUILDING PURCHASED FOR USE AS CITY HALL, A
POLICE DEPARTMENT ANNEX, AND COURTROOM SPACE FOR THE FISCAL YEAR
2026.
By Senator(s) Berry

S. B. No. 3235: Appropriations

AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE TOWN OF MONTICELLO,
MISSISSIPPI, FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH
CONSTRUCTION OF A NEW PEARL RIVER RETAINING WALL AT COOPER'S FERRY
PARK FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026.
By Senator(s) Berry
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S. B. No. 3236: Appropriations

AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE UNIVERSITY OF MISSISSIPPI
FOR THE PURPOSE OF FUNDING THE CENTER FOR MISSISSIPPI MEDICAL
CANNABIS RESEARCH FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026.
By Senator(s) Blackwell

S. B. No. 3237: Appropriations

AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE CITY OF OLIVE BRANCH,
MISSISSIPPI, FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH A
FEASIBILITY STUDY ON THE MOST EFFICIENT DESIGN OF THE STATE HIGHWAY
305 CORRIDOR FROM CHURCH ROAD IN OLIVE BRANCH SOUTH TO LEWISBURG,
MISSISSIPPI, FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026.
By Senator(s) Blackwell

S. B. No. 3238: Appropriations

AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE MEDICAL CANNABIS
ADVISORY COMMITTEE FOR THE PURPOSE DESCRIBED IN SECTION 41-137-63
FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026.
By Senator(s) Blackwell

S. B. No. 3239: Appropriations

AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO MISSISSIPPI DEVELOPMENT
AUTHORITY FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH
FUTURE NUCLEAR DEVELOPMENT FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026.
By Senator(s) Carter

S. B. No. 3240: Appropriations

AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE CITY OF MORTON,
MISSISSIPPI, FOR THE CITY'S POLICE DEPARTMENT FOR THE PURPOSE OF
DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH THE PURCHASE OF POLICE VEHICLES,
UPDATED RADIO SYSTEMS, AND CITY CAMERA SYSTEMS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR
2026.
By Senator(s) McCaughn

S. B. No. 3241: Appropriations

AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE CITY OF FOREST,
MISSISSIPPI, FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH
SEWER REHABILITATION, INCLUDING THE INSTALLATION OF SEWER LINES AND
REPLACEMENT OF WATER WELL CHLORINE TANK SCALES FOR THE FISCAL YEAR
2026.
By Senator(s) McCaughn

S. B. No. 3242: Appropriations

AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO NEWTON COUNTY FOR THE
NEWTON COUNTY SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING
COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH RENOVATIONS AND CONSTRUCTION OF FACILITY
IMPROVEMENTS AT THE NEWTON COUNTY DETENTION CENTER AND SHERIFF'S
OFFICE FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026.
By Senator(s) McCaughn

S. B. No. 3243: Appropriations

AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO NEWTON COUNTY FOR THE
PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH CERTAIN VOLUNTEER FIRE
DEPARTMENTS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026.
By Senator(s) McCaughn

S. B. No. 3244: Appropriations
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AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO NEWTON COUNTY FOR THE
PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH THE PAVING AND
RESURFACING OF PONDEROSA ROAD IN NEWTON COUNTY FOR THE FISCAL
YEAR 2026.

By Senator(s) McCaughn

S. B. No. 3245: Appropriations

AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE TOWN OF LAKE, MISSISSIPPI,
FOR THE LAKE FIRE DEPARTMENT FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS
ASSOCIATED WITH THE UPGRADE OF EQUIPMENT FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026.
By Senator(s) McCaughn

S. B. No. 3246: Appropriations

AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO SCOTT COUNTY FOR THE
PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH ADA IMPROVEMENTS TO
THE COUNTY COURTHOUSE AND COUNTY-OWNED VOTING PRECINCTS FOR THE
FISCAL YEAR 2026.
By Senator(s) McCaughn

S. B. No. 3247: Appropriations

AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO SCOTT COUNTY FOR THE
PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH THE REPAIR AND
IMPROVEMENT OF COUNTY-OWNED OFFICE SPACE INCLUDING THE SCOTT
COUNTY MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES AND CHILD
PROTECTION SERVICES FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026.
By Senator(s) McCaughn

S. B. No. 3248: Appropriations

AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO CITY OF FOREST, MISSISSIPPI,
FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH IMPROVEMENTS
AND UPGRADES TO THE CITY'S PARKS AND RECREATION, INCLUDING
IMPROVEMENTS TO GADDIS PARK FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026.
By Senator(s) McCaughn

S. B. No. 3249: Appropriations

AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE STATE HEALTH DEPARTMENT
FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH THE RENOVATION
AND OUTFITTING OF THE HEALTH DEPARTMENT OFFICES LOCATED IN THE
HOSPITAL BUILDING SITUATED IN NEWTON, MISSISSIPPI, FOR THE FISCAL YEAR
2026.
By Senator(s) McCaughn

S. B. No. 3250: Appropriations

AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL
HEALTH FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH
ADDITIONAL ID/DD HOME- AND COMMUNITY-BASED WAIVER SLOTS AND
ADDITIONAL STAFF TO SUPPORT SUCH SLOTS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026.
By Senator(s) Boyd

S. B. No. 3251: Appropriations

AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO SCOTT COUNTY FOR THE
PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH COMPLETING THE
ACQUISITION OF THE COUNTY DEVELOPMENT SITE LOCATED ON THE EAST SIDE
OF THE COUNTY FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026.
By Senator(s) McCaughn

S. B. No. 3252: Appropriations
AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
AUTHORITY OF JONES COUNTY FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS
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ASSOCIATED WITH WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT TO ENHANCE TRAINING
OPPORTUNITIES AND DRIVE ECONOMIC GROWTH FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026.
By Senator(s) Robinson

S. B. No. 3253: Appropriations

AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO KNOX ACADEMY FOR THE
PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH THE RENOVATION, REPAIR,
IMPROVEMENT, UPGRADE AND EQUIPMENT OF ITS FACILITIES FOR THE FISCAL
YEAR 2026.
By Senator(s) Robinson

S. B. No. 3254: Appropriations

AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO MARSHALL COUNTY FOR THE
PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH THE COMPLETION OF
STUDIES REGARDING INFRASTRUCTURE, ENGINEERING, ENVIRONMENTAL
IMPACT AND CULTURAL RESOURCES ON THE POTTS CAMP RAILROAD BRIDGE
AND BYPASS PROJECT, THE BYHALIA RAILROAD BRIDGE PROJECT AND THE RED
BANKS ROAD IMPROVEMENT PROJECT FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026.
By Senator(s) Whaley

S. B. No. 3255: Appropriations

AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO MARSHALL COUNTY FOR THE
PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH THE COMPLETION OF THE
RED BANKS ROAD IMPROVEMENT PROJECT FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026.
By Senator(s) Whaley

S. B. No. 3259: Appropriations

AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE OKOLONA SCHOOL DISTRICT
FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH MAKING
IMPROVEMENTS TO SCHOOL BUILDINGS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026.
By Senator(s) Suber

S. B. No. 3260: Appropriations

AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE CITY OF PONTOTOC FOR THE
PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH CONSTRUCTING A NEW
BUILDING FOR THE FARMERS MARKET FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026.
By Senator(s) Suber

S. B. No. 3261: Appropriations

AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE TOWN OF HOULKA,
MISSISSIPPI, FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH
REPAIRING AND PAVING THE TOWN STREETS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026.
By Senator(s) Suber

S. B. No. 3262: Appropriations

AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE TOWN OF HOULKA,
MISSISSIPPI, FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH
REPAIRING AND PAVING THE TOWN STREETS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026.
By Senator(s) Suber

S. R. No. 63: Rules

ARESOLUTION REMEMBERING THE GALLANT SERVICE AND COMMENDING
THE LIFE OF UNITED STATES ARMY CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER 2 ANDREW LOYD
EAVES OF COLUMBUS AND WEST POINT, MISSISSIPPI, WHO WAS LOST INACTION
IN A TRAINING MISSION IN WASHINGTON, D.C., ON JANUARY 29, 2025, AND
EXPRESSING THE SYMPATHY OF THE LEGISLATURE.
By Senator(s) Hickman, Sparks, Seymour, Boyd, Frazier, Chism, Horhn, Simmons (13th),
Jackson, Norwood, McLendon, England, Blount, Bryan, Hill, Simmons (12th), Thomas,
Blackmon, Rhodes, Berry, McCaughn, Williams, Polk, DeBar
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S. R. No. 64: Rules

ARESOLUTION CONGRATULATING JSU TENURED PROFESSOR DR. BYRON
D'ANDRA OREY UPON HIS ELECTION AS PRESIDENT OF THE SOUTHERN
POLITICAL SCIENCE ASSOCIATION (SPSA).
By Senator(s) Simmons (12th), Norwood, Frazier, Horhn, Blount

S. R. No. 65: Rules

A RESOLUTION EXTENDING THE SINCEREST SYMPATHY OF THE
MISSISSIPPI SENATE TO THE SURVIVING FAMILY AND FRIENDS OF HINDS
COUNTY DEPUTY SHERIFF MARTIN SHIELDS, JR., WHO DIED IN THE LINE OF
DUTY ON FEBRUARY 23, 2025, AND COMMENDING HIS LAW ENFORCEMENT
CAREER.
By Senator(s) Horhn, DeBar, Chism, Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount,
Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan, Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier,
Harkins, Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn,
McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Parks, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson,
Seymour, Simmons (12th), Simmons (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, Thompson,
Turner-Ford, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger

FIFTY-SECOND DAY, THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 2025

The Senate met at 10:00 AM pursuant to adjournment, President Pro Tempore Kirby
presiding.

The roll being called the following Senators answered to their names:

Present--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield,
Bryan, Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier,
Harkins, Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner,
McCaughn, McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Parks, Polk, Rhodes,
Robinson, Seymour, Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate,
Thomas, Thompson, Turner-Ford, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger. Total--51.

Absent--Total--None.

Vacancies--1.

The Secretary announced a quorum present.

The invocation was delivered by Rev. Christopher C. Diggs, Pastor, Trinity United
Methodist Church, Marks, MS.

Senator Jackson led the Senate in the recitation of the oath of allegiance to the flag
of the United States of America.

On motion of Senator Blackwell, the reading of the journal of the previous day was
dispensed with, and the same stood approved.

INTRODUCTION OF SENATE BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS:
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The measures introduced were read under a suspension of the rules, referred to
committees, and are listed after adjournment on this date.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

Mr. President: The above-named committee has had under consideration the
following measures and reports same back with the following recommendations:

H. B. No. 810: State JROTC Coordinator; exempt from qualification requirements
of the State Personnel Board. Title Sufficient. Do Pass.

H. B. No. 962: Energy Academy Act; extend repealer on authority of Vicksburg-
Warren & Claiborne County schools to partner with nuclear plant. Title Sufficient. Do
Pass.

H. B. No. 1066: Interstate Compact on Educational Opportunity for Military
Children; correct reference to statutory provision for the U.S. Code. Title Sufficient. Do
Pass.

H. B. No. 809: Students of active duty service members and civilian personnel;
clarify "active duty" status for purpose of school enrollment and transfers. Title Sufficient.
Do Pass As Amended.

DEBAR, Chairman

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON TOURISM

Mr. President: The above-named committee has had under consideration the
following measure and reports same back with the following recommendation:

H. B. No. 287: State vegetable; designate sweet potato as. Title Sufficient. Do
Pass.

CHASSANIOL, Chairman

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON PORTS AND MARINE RESOURCES

Mr. President: The above-named committee has had under consideration the
following measures and reports same back with the following recommendations:

H. B. No. 602: Crawfish and seafood; provide country of origin labeling
requirements for. Title Sufficient. Do Pass As Amended.

H. B. No. 1102: Oyster bottoms; bring forward code sections related to. Title
Sufficient. Do Pass As Amended.

THOMPSON, Chairman

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON CORRECTIONS
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Mr. President: The above-named committee has had under consideration the
following measures and reports same back with the following recommendations:

H. B. No. 188: "Dignity and Safety for Incarcerated Women Act"; enact. Title
Sufficient. Do Pass.

H. B. No. 658: DOC; require to provide inmates with protective equipment when
using raw cleaning chemicals. Title Sufficient. Do Pass.

H. B. No. 1079: Department of Corrections; authorize to enter into contract with
Forrest County for the housing of state inmates. Title Sufficient. Do Pass.

H. B. No. 1230: MBI and local law enforcement; require certain notification upon
the escape of inmate or detainee. Title Sufficient. Do Pass As Amended.

BARNETT, Chairman

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON RULES

Mr. President: The above-named committee has had under consideration the
following measure and reports same back with the following recommendation:

S. R. No. 65: Extend sincerest sympathy of the Senate to surviving family and
friends of Hinds County Deputy Sheriff Martin Shields, Jr. Title Sufficient. Do Be Adopted.

KIRBY, Chairman

Senator Michel moved that the rules be suspended for the consideration en bloc of
S.C.R. No.528, S.C.R.No0.529, S.C.R.No.530, S.C.R.No.532, S.R.No.49,
S.R.No.50, S.R.No.51, S.R.No.52, S.R.No.53, S.R.No.54, S.R.No.55 and
S. R. No. 56 and the motion prevailed.

Senator Michel called up the following entitled resolutions:

S. C. R. No. 528: Remembering the influential life and career of Mississippi
political pioneer Clarke Reed and extending condolences on his passing.

S. C. R. No. 529: Congratulate Ole Miss 2024 Football Team for winning Gator
Bowl and for back-to-back 10-win seasons.

S.C. R. No.530: Recognize public service and historic preservation
accomplishments of Raymond Mayor Isla Tullos.

S. C. R. No. 532: Extend sympathy to surviving family of National Republican
Committee Woman Jeanne Luckey.

S. R. No. 49: Extend sympathy of Senate to surviving family of Hinds County
Senior Circuit Court Judge William Swan Yerger.

S. R. No. 50: Recognize Dr. Phyllis Polk Johnson upon her appointment as
President of the National Council of State Boards of Nursing.

S. R. No. 51: Recognize Caterpillar Inc., in Corinth, Mississippi, on company's
100th Anniversary celebration.
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S. R. No. 52: Commemorate 155th Anniversary of the first African American
Mississippi U.S. Senator Hiram Revels.

S. R. No. 53: Recognize Centennial (100th) Anniversary Celebration of The
Coliseum Theatre in Corinth, Mississippi.

S. R. No. 54: Commend Coahoma County High School Head Basketball Coach
Derrick Moore for 900th career victory.

S. R. No. 55: Honor the service and sacrifice of Vietnam War Hero James Henry
Taylor.

S. R. No. 56: Commend Columbus Christian Academy Lady Rams Girls Basketball
Team for second MAIS Class AA State Championship in three years.

YEAS AND NAYS on consideration en bloc of S. C. R. No. 528, S. C. R. No. 529,
S.C. R. No. 530, S. C. R. No. 532, S. R. No. 49, S. R. No. 50, S. R. No. 51, S. R. No. 52,
S. R. No. 53, S. R. No. 54, S. R. No. 55 and S. R. No. 56. On motion of Senator Michel,
the rules were suspended, the resolutions considered engrossed, read the third time and,
the yeas and nays being taken, they were adopted, titles standing as stated by the
following vote:

Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan,
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins,
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn,
McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Parks, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson,
Seymour, Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas,
Thompson, Turner-Ford, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger. Total--51.

Nays--None.

Absent and those not voting----None.

Vacancies--1.

Unanimous consent was granted to add Senators Hopson and Sparks as co-
authors of S. C. R. No. 528.

Unanimous consent was granted to add Senators Blackwell, England, Hopson,
McCaughn, Sparks, Suber and Thomas as co-authors of S. C. R. No. 529.

Unanimous consent was granted to add Senator Blount as co-author of
S. C. R. No. 530.

Unanimous consent was granted to add Senators Blackwell, England, Hopson,
McCaughn, Parker, Sparks, Suber and Thompson as co-authors of S. C. R. No. 532.

Unanimous consent was granted to add Senators Barrett, Hopson, McCaughn,
Sparks and Thompson as co-authors of S. R. No. 49.

Unanimous consent was granted to add Senator Hopson as co-author of
S. R. No. 50.
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Unanimous consent was granted to add Senators Hopson, Sparks and Thompson
as co-authors of S. R. No. 51.

Unanimous consent was granted to add Senators Blount, England, Hopson,
Thomas and Thompson as co-authors of S. R. No. 52.

Unanimous consent was granted to add Senator Sparks as co-author of
S. R. No. 53.

Unanimous consent was granted to add Senator Thomas as co-author of
S. R. No. 54.

Unanimous consent was granted to add Senators Seymour and Thomas as co-
authors of S. R. No. 55.

Senator Michel moved that the rules be suspended for the immediate consideration
of S. R. No. 65, and the motion prevailed.

Senator Michel called up the following entitled resolution:

S. R. No. 65: Extend sincerest sympathy of the Senate to surviving family and
friends of Hinds County Deputy Sheriff Martin Shields, Jr.

YEAS AND NAYS On S. R. No. 65. On motion of Senator Michel, the rules were
suspended, the resolution considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and
nays being taken, it was adopted, title standing as stated, by the following vote:

Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan,
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins,
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn,
McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Parks, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson,
Seymour, Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas,
Thompson, Turner-Ford, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger. Total--51.

Nays--None.

Absent and those not voting----None.

Vacancies--1.

Unanimous consent was granted to add Senators Barnett, Barrett, Berry,
Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan, Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism,
DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins, Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Jackson,
Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood,
Parker, Parks, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, Seymour, Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S.
(13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, Thompson, Turner-Ford, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams
and Younger as co-authors of S. R. No. 65.

Senator Bryan called up the following entitled bill:
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H. B. No. 1262: Nursing; authorize military medics to take exam to be licensed as
an LPN.

YEAS AND NAYS On H. B. No. 1262. On motion of Senator Bryan, the rules were
suspended, the bill considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and nays
being taken, it passed, title standing as stated, by the following vote:

Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan,
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins,
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn,
McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Parks, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson,
Seymour, Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas,
Thompson, Turner-Ford, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger. Total--51.

Nays--None.

Absent and those not voting----None.

Vacancies--1.

Senator Bryan called up the following entitled bill:

H. B. No. 1401: Community health workers; provide for certification of by Health
Department and for Medicaid reimbursement for services of.

YEAS AND NAYS On H. B. No. 1401. On motion of Senator Bryan, the rules were
suspended, the bill considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and nays
being taken, it passed, title standing as stated, by the following vote:

Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan,
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins,
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn,
McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Parks, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson,
Seymour, Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas,
Thompson, Turner-Ford, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger. Total--51.

Nays--None.

Absent and those not voting----None.

Vacancies--1.

Senator Younger moved that when the Senate adjourns, it adjourn in memory of
Grady Thompson of Crawford, MS.

Senator Blackwell moved that the Senate stand in recess until the last committee
report is filed or until 5:00 PM, at which time the Senate would then adjourn until 9:00 AM,
Friday, February 28, 2025.

The motion prevailed, and at 10:58 AM, the Senate stood in recess.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS

Mr. President: The above-named committee has had under consideration the
following measures and reports same back with the following recommendations:

H. B. No. 623: Indigent counsel; increase compensation for. Title Sufficient. Do
Pass As Amended.
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H. B. No.918: MS Community Heritage Preservation Grant Fund; transfer
administration from DFA to Archives and History. Title Sufficient. Do Pass.

H. B. No. 1126: Budget process; bring forward sections relating to and provide for
transfers of funds. Title Sufficient. Do Pass As Amended.

H. B. No. 1128:  Special funds; correct reference to fund number, change
disbursing agency and provide transfers into certain. Title Sufficient. Do Pass As
Amended.

H. B. No. 1131: 2024 Local Improvements Project Fund; clarify and correct names
and purposes of certain. Title Sufficient. Do Pass As Amended.

H. B. No. 1127: ARPA funds programs; bring forward sections of. Title Sufficient.
Do Pass As Amended.

HOPSON, Chairman

FIRST READING OF HOUSE BILLS AND CONCURRENT RESOLUTIONS RECEIVED
FROM THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

Mr. President: | am directed by the House of Representatives to inform the Senate
that the House has PASSED AND TRANSMITS herewith the following:

H. B. No. 1902: AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 27-7-22.41, MISSISSIPPI CODE
OF 1972, WHICH PROVIDES AN INCOME TAX CREDIT, INSURANCE PREMIUM TAX
CREDIT AND AD VALOREM TAX CREDIT FOR CONTRIBUTIONS MADE BY CERTAIN
TAXPAYERS TO CERTAIN ELIGIBLE CHARITABLE ORGANIZATIONS, TO INCREASE
THE MAXIMUM AGGREGATE AMOUNT OF TAX CREDITS THAT MAY BE ALLOCATED
BY THE DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE UNDER THIS SECTION DURING A CALENDAR
YEAR; TO REVISE CERTAIN PROVISIONS RELATING TO THE AD VALOREM TAX
CREDIT FOR CONTRIBUTIONS MADE TO SUCH ORGANIZATIONS; TO AMEND
SECTION 57-105-1, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO EXTEND UNTIL JULY 1, 2029,
THE DATE AFTER WHICH THE MISSISSIPPI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY SHALL
NOT ALLOCATE INCOME TAX AND INSURANCE PREMIUM TAX CREDITS FOR
TAXPAYERS HOLDING CERTAIN QUALIFIED INVESTMENTS; TO AMEND SECTIONS
27-7-22.37, 27-7-22.43, 27-7-22.47 AND 27-7-22.28, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972,
WHICH AUTHORIZE VARIOUS TAX CREDITS FOR CONTRIBUTIONS TO CERTAIN
ORGANIZATIONS OR ENTITIES, TO REDUCE THE AMOUNT OF CREDITS THAT MAY
BE ALLOCATED OR CLAIMED UNDER SUCH SECTIONS DURING A CALENDAR
YEAR; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

Andrew Ketchings, Clerk of the House of Representatives

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE

Mr. President: The above-named committee has had under consideration the
following measures and reports same back with the following recommendations:
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H. B. No. 913: Meat labeling; require accurate labeling of meat and nonmeat

products by processors, retail and food establishment prior to final sale. Title Sufficient.
Do Pass As Amended.

H. B. No. 1006: Cultivate food products; prohibit manufacture and sale of items
produced from cultured animal cells. Title Sufficient. Do Pass As Amended.

H. B. No. 1295: Agritourism activity; revise definition of and clarify posting of
signage for liability purposes. Title Sufficient. Do Pass.

H. B. No. 1296: Plant biostimulants; revise terminology under MS Plant and Soil
Amendment Law in order to comply with rules adopted by AAPFCO. Title Sufficient. Do
Pass.

WHALEY, Chairman

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON ECONOMIC AND WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT

Mr. President: The above-named committee has had under consideration the
following measure and reports same back with the following recommendation:

H. B. No. 1001: MS Inmate Labor Accountability and Rehabilitation Act; enact.
Title Sufficient. Do Pass As Amended.

SPARKS, Chairman

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON ECONOMIC AND WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT

Mr. President: The above-named committee has had under consideration the
following measure and reports same back with the following recommendation:

H. B. No. 1476: Delta Correctional Facility; authorize work release program for
eligible inmates at. Title Sufficient. Do Pass As Amended.

SPARKS, Chairman

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON ECONOMIC AND WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT

Mr. President: The above-named committee has had under consideration the
following measure and reports same back with the following recommendation:

H. B. No. 1501: Economic development project; revise certain definition of and
allow counties and municipalities to enter into agreement with qualified business
enterprises. Title Sufficient. Do Pass As Amended.

SPARKS, Chairman
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

Mr. President: The above-named committee has had under consideration the
following measures and reports same back with the following recommendations:

H. B. No. 598: Publishers' fees; revise those charged for publication of legal
documents. Title Sufficient. Do Pass As Amended.

H. B. No. 916: Cigarettes and vape products; require Commissioner of Revenue
to establish separate directories to regulate sale of. Title Sufficient. Do Pass As
Amended.

H. B. No. 920: Distinctive motor vehicle license tag; authorize issuance to
supporters of the Declaration of Independence Center for the Study of American Freedom.
Title Sufficient. Do Pass As Amended.

H. B. No. 1196: Local governments and rural water systems improvements
revolving loan and grant program; authorize Pearl River Valley Water Supply District to
participate. Title Sufficient. Do Pass.

HARKINS, Chairman

REPORT OF COMMITTEES ON
PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELFARE AND FINANCE

Mr. President: The above-named committees have had under consideration the
following measure and report same back with the following recommendation:

H. B. No. 1502: MS Hemp Cultivation Act; revise provisions of and legalize
manufacture and sale of hemp beverages. Title Sufficient. Do Pass As Amended.

BRYAN, Chairman
HARKINS, Chairman

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY, DIVISION B

Mr. President: The above-named committee has had under consideration the
following measures and reports same back with the following recommendations:

H. B. No. 861: Sexual offense; provide immunity for reporting. Title Sufficient. Do
Pass As Amended.

H. B. No. 1189: Victims of Human Trafficking and Commercial Sexual Exploitation
Fund; increase deposits. Title Sufficient. Do Pass.

H. B. No. 1614: Expungement; clarify for pardon and human trafficking
convictions. Title Sufficient. Do Pass As Amended.

FILLINGANE, Chairman

REPORT OF COMMITTEES ON
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WILDLIFE, FISHERIES AND PARKS AND JUDICIARY, DIVISION B

Mr. President: The above-named committees have had under consideration the
following measure and report same back with the following recommendation:

H. B. No. 1637: Hunting and fishing on another's land; revise provisions relating
to payment of restitution. Title Sufficient. Do Pass As Amended.

SUBER, Chairman
FILLINGANE, Chairman

FIRST READING OF HOUSE BILLS AND CONCURRENT RESOLUTIONS RECEIVED
FROM THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

Mr. President: | am directed by the House of Representatives to inform the Senate
that the House has PASSED AND TRANSMITS herewith the following:

H. B. No. 248: ANACT TO AMEND SECTION 27-65-111, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF
1972, TO REVISE THE SALES TAX EXEMPTION FOR SALES OF NONPERISHABLE
FOOD ITEMS TO CERTAIN CHARITABLE ORGANIZATIONS TO DELETE THE
REQUIREMENT THAT THE FOOD ITEMS BE NONPERISHABLE; AND FOR RELATED
PURPOSES.

H. B. No. 733: AN ACT TO CREATE THE "PROPERTY CLEANUP REVOLVING
FUND" TO ASSIST MUNICIPALITIES WITH THE CLEAN UP OF PROPERTIES THAT
HAVE BEEN DETERMINED TO BE AMENACE TO THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY AND
WELFARE OF THE COMMUNITY IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 21-19-11 OR
COURT; TO AUTHORIZE THE CREATION OF A GRANT PROGRAM AND A
REVOLVING LOAN PROGRAM ADMINISTERED BY THE MISSISSIPPI HOME
CORPORATION FOR SUCH PROPERTY CLEANUP BY THE MUNICIPALITY; TO
AUTHORIZE MUNICIPALITIES TO ENTER INTO AGREEMENTS AND TAKE SUCH
ACTIONS NECESSARY TO PARTICIPATE IN THE GRANT PROGRAM AND LOAN
PROGRAM; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

H. B. No. 919: AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 27-65-23.1, MISSISSIPPI CODE
OF 1972, TO INCLUDE THE GROSS PROCEEDS OR GROSS INCOME OF THIRD-
PARTY FACILITATORS WITHIN THE SCOPE OF ANY TAX LEVIED ON THE GROSS
PROCEEDS OR GROSS INCOME FROM ROOM RENTALS OF HOTELS OR MOTELS
UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF A LOCAL AND PRIVATE LAW, TO AMEND SECTION 41-
49-3, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO REVISE THE DEFINITION OF "HOTEL" FOR
PURPOSES OF SALES TAX BUT NOT FOR STATE BOARD OF HEALTH
REGULATIONS; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

H. B. No. 1095: AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 29-15-11, MISSISSIPPI CODE
OF 1972, TO EXEMPT CERTAIN LEASES OR SUBLEASES GRANTED BY THE
DEPARTMENT OF MARINE RESOURCES FROM COUNTY OR MUNICIPAL TAX
LEVIES UPON THE LEASEHOLD INTERESTS; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

H. B. No. 1667: AN ACT TO AUTHORIZE AN INCOME TAX CREDIT TO
QUALIFIED EMPLOYERS THAT OFFER AN INDIVIDUAL COVERAGE HEALTH
REIMBURSEMENT ARRANGEMENT, TO PROVIDE THE AMOUNT OF THE TAX
CREDIT; TO PROVIDE THE REPORTING REQUIREMENTS WITH THE DEPARTMENT
OF REVENUE THAT THE QUALIFIED EMPLOYER SHALL COMPLY WITH; TO
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PROVIDE THE LIMIT ON THE TAX CREDIT FOR EACH FISCAL YEAR; AND FOR
RELATED PURPOSES.

H. B. No. 1851: AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 27-31-1, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF
1972, TO EXEMPT FROM AD VALOREM TAXATION TRACTORS, AGRICULTURAL
IMPLEMENTS AND EQUIPMENT, AND VEHICLES, NOT EXEMPT UNDER SECTION
27-51-41(2), WHILE IN THE HANDS OF A BONA FIDE DEALER AS MERCHANDISE ON
A FLOOR PLAN, CONSIGNMENT OR OTHER BASIS; AND FOR RELATED
PURPOSES.

H. B. No. 1872: AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 27-71-7, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF
1972, AS AMENDED BY SENATE BILL NO. 2145, 2025 REGULAR SESSION, TO
REVISE THE RATE OF THAT TAX LEVIED UPON THE SALES AND SHIPMENTS OF
WINE MADE BY A DIRECT WINE SHIPPER; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

H. B. No. 1878: AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 27-35-50, MISSISSIPPI CODE
OF 1972, TO SPECIFY PROVISIONS FOR DETERMINING THE TRUE VALUE OF
RURAL STRUCTURES FOR AD VALOREM TAX ASSESSMENT PURPOSES; TO
REQUIRE THAT THE TRUE VALUE OF ANY RURAL STRUCTURE APPRAISED
BEFORE JANUARY 1, 2025, BE RECALCULATED FOR 2025 AND SUBSEQUENT TAX
YEARS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THIS ACT, BEGINNING WITH A REAPPRAISAL OF
THE TRUE VALUE AS OF THE YEAR OF THE INITIAL APPRAISAL; TO REQUIRE THE
TAX ASSESSOR TO FOLLOW GUIDELINES IN THE DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE
APPRAISAL MANUAL IN USE PRIOR TO THE REVISED DECEMBER 2020 VERSION
TO ARRIVE AT THE TRUE VALUE OF RURAL STRUCTURES IN OPERATION ON OR
BEFORE JANUARY 1, 2025; TO REQUIRE TAX ASSESSORS TO USE THE MOST
CURRENT VERSION OF DOR'S APPRAISAL MANUAL TO ARRIVE AT THE TRUE
VALUE OF RURAL STRUCTURES PLACED INTO OPERATION AFTER JANUARY 1,
2025; TO PROVIDE THAT, AFTER THE INITIAL APPRAISAL, THE TRUE VALUE OF
SUCH A RURAL STRUCTURE SHALL BE BASED SOLELY ON DEPRECIATION AT A
RATE OF 7% PER YEAR; TO PROVIDE THAT NET DEPRECIATION SHALL NOT FALL
BELOW 20% OF THE ORIGINAL TRUE VALUE OF THE POULTRY HOUSE; TO
REQUIRE THAT AN ADJUSTMENT OF 45% FOR ECONOMIC OBSOLESCENCE BE
APPLIED TO ALL POULTRY HOUSES USED IN COMMERCIAL FARMING
OPERATIONS; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

H. B. No. 1880: AN ACT TO PROVIDE AN INCOME TAX CREDIT FOR A
PORTION OF CERTAIN EXPENDITURES MADE BY COMPANIES ENGAGED IN THE
PRODUCTION IN MISSISSIPPI OF SCRIPTED OR UNSCRIPTED SERIES, CONTENT
OR PILOT EPISODES INTENDED FOR BROADCAST OR STREAMING; TO DEFINE
CERTAIN TERMS; TO ESTABLISH THE AMOUNT OF THE TAX CREDIT; TO PROVIDE
THAT, IF THE AMOUNT OF THE TAX CREDIT CLAIMED BY A PRODUCTION
COMPANY EXCEEDS THE AMOUNT OF INCOME TAX LIABILITY OF THE
PRODUCTION COMPANY FOR A TAXABLE YEAR, THE PRODUCTION COMPANY
MAY CARRY THE EXCESS CREDIT FORWARD FOR TEN YEARS; TO PROVIDE THAT
IN LIEU OF CLAIMING A TAX CREDIT, THE PRODUCTION COMPANY MAY ELECT TO
CLAIM AREBATE IN THE AMOUNT OF 75% OF THE AMOUNT IT WOULD BE ELIGIBLE
TO CLAIM AS A CREDIT; TO AMEND SECTIONS 57-89-7 AND 57-89-51, MISSISSIPPI
CODE OF 1972, TO CONFORM TO THE PROVISIONS OF THIS ACT; AND FOR
RELATED PURPOSES.

H. B. No. 1894: AN ACT TO AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF STATE GENERAL
OBLIGATION BONDS FOR THE PURPOSE OF MAKING CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS
FOR STATE INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER LEARNING, COMMUNITY AND JUNIOR
COLLEGES AND STATE AGENCIES; TO AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF STATE
GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS IN THE AMOUNT OF $20,000,000.00 TO PROVIDE
FUNDS FOR THE MISSISSIPPI SITE DEVELOPMENT GRANT FUND; TO AMEND
SECTION 57-1-701, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, IN CONFORMITY THERETO; TO
AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF STATE GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS IN THE
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AMOUNT OF $10,000,000.00 FOR THE ACE FUND; TO AMEND SECTION 57-61-25,
MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO INCREASE BY $25,000,000.00 THE AMOUNT OF
GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS THAT MAY BE ISSUED UNDER THE MISSISSIPPI
BUSINESS INVESTMENT ACT; TO AMEND SECTION 57-61-36, MISSISSIPPI CODE
OF 1972, TO INCREASE BY $5,000,000.00 THE AMOUNT OF BOND PROCEEDS THAT
THE MISSISSIPPI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY MAY UTILIZE UNDER THE
MISSISSIPPI BUSINESS INVESTMENT ACT TO MAKE GRANTS OR LOANS TO
MUNICIPALITIES THROUGH AN EQUIPMENT AND PUBLIC FACILITIES GRANT AND
LOAN FUND TO AID IN INFRASTRUCTURE-RELATED IMPROVEMENTS, THE
PURCHASE OF EQUIPMENT AND IN THE PURCHASE, CONSTRUCTION OR REPAIR
AND RENOVATION OF PUBLIC FACILITIES; TO AMEND SECTION 57-61-41,
MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO INCREASE BY $20,000,000.00 THE AMOUNT OF
BOND PROCEEDS THAT THE MISSISSIPPI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY MAY
UTILIZE UNDER THE MISSISSIPPI BUSINESS INVESTMENT ACT TO MAKE LOANS
TO COUNTIES, MUNICIPALITIES, OR STATE, COUNTY OR MUNICIPAL PORT AND
AIRPORT AUTHORITIES THROUGH A PORT, AIRPORT AND RAIL REVITALIZATION
REVOLVING LOAN FUND FOR THE IMPROVEMENT OF PORT AND AIRPORT
FACILITIES, OR FOR PUBLICLY OWNED FREIGHT RAIL SERVICE PROJECTS, TO
PROMOTE COMMERCE AND ECONOMIC GROWTH; TO AMEND SECTION 57-75-15,
MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO INCREASE BY $5,000,000.00 THE AMOUNT OF
GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS THAT MAY BE ISSUED UNDER THE MISSISSIPPI
MAJOR ECONOMIC IMPACT ACT FOR PROJECTS DESIGNED TO ENHANCE
FACILITIES THAT ARE AT RISK FOR CLOSURE PURSUANT TO THE DEFENSE BASE
CLOSURE AND REALIGNMENT ACT OF 1990 OR OTHER APPLICABLE FEDERAL
LAW; TO EXTEND THE REVERTER ON THE PROVISIONS THAT AUTHORIZE THE
STATE BOARD COMMISSION TO NEGOTIATE THE SALE OF BONDS UNDER THE
MISSISSIPPI MAJOR ECONOMIC IMPACT ACT, TO AMEND SECTION 25, CHAPTER
533, LAWS OF 2010, AS LAST AMENDED BY SECTION 7, CHAPTER 507, LAWS OF
2024, TO INCREASE BY $20,000,000.00 THE AMOUNT OF GENERAL OBLIGATION
BONDS THAT MAY BE ISSUED FOR THE MISSISSIPPI INDUSTRY INCENTIVE
FINANCING REVOLVING FUND; TO EXTEND UNTIL JULY 1, 2029, THE PERIOD OF
TIME DURING WHICH BONDS MAY BE ISSUED FOR THE MISSISSIPPI INDUSTRY
INCENTIVE FINANCING REVOLVING FUND; TO BRING FORWARD SECTION 27-7-
22.41, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, WHICH PROVIDES AN INCOME TAX CREDIT,
INSURANCE PREMIUM TAX CREDIT AND AD VALOREM TAX CREDIT FOR
CONTRIBUTIONS MADE BY CERTAIN TAXPAYERS TO CERTAIN ELIGIBLE
CHARITABLE ORGANIZATIONS, FOR THE PURPOSES OF POSSIBLE AMENDMENT,
TO BRING FORWARD SECTION 57-105-1, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, WHICH
AUTHORIZES INCOME TAX AND INSURANCE PREMIUM TAX CREDITS FOR
TAXPAYERS HOLDING CERTAIN QUALIFIED INVESTMENTS, FOR THE PURPOSES
OF POSSIBLE AMENDMENT; TO AMEND SECTION 27-7-22.29, MISSISSIPPI CODE
OF 1972, TO PROVIDE THAT NO INCOME TAX CREDITS FOR JOB CREATION BY
CERTAIN ALTERNATIVE ENERGY PROJECTS SHALL BE AWARDED UNDER THE
SECTION FOR ANY TAX YEAR AFTER 2025; TO AMEND SECTION 27-65-101,
MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO PROVIDE THAT CERTAIN SALES AND USE TAX
EXEMPTIONS FOR CONSTRUCTION, EXPANSION AND HEADQUARTERS
RELOCATION SHALL NOT APPLY TO ANY SALES MADE ON ORAFTER JULY 1, 2025;
TO AMEND SECTIONS 57-62-7 AND 57-62-9, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO
PROVIDE THAT THE MISSISSIPPI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY SHALL NOT ACCEPT
APPLICATIONS OR MAKE ELIGIBILITY DETERMINATIONS FOR INCENTIVE
PAYMENTS UNDER THE MISSISSIPPI ADVANTAGE JOBS ACT AFTER DECEMBER
31, 2025; TO DELETE OBSOLETE TIERS PERTAINING TO EXPIRED INCENTIVES; TO
AMEND SECTION 57-73-21, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO PROVIDE THAT
CERTAIN INCOME TAX CREDITS FOR JOBS UNDER THE ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT REFORM ACT SHALL NOT BE AWARDED FOR ANY TAX YEAR
AFTER 2025; TO DELETE AN OBSOLETE TIER PERTAINING TO EXPIRED CREDITS;
AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.
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H. B. No. 1896: AN ACT TO IMPOSE AN EXCISE TAX ON KRATOM PRODUCT,
TO DEFINE THE TERMS "KRATOM PRODUCT", "KRATOM LEAF" AND "KRATOM
LEAF EXTRACT" FOR THE PURPOSES OF THIS ACT, AND FOR RELATED
PURPOSES.

H. B. No. 1897: AN ACT TO AUTHORIZE THE BOARDS OF SUPERVISORS OF
TATE, PANOLA, LAFAYETTE AND YALOBUSHA COUNTIES TO CREATE THE
NORTHWEST REGIONAL ALLIANCE (NWRA) FOR THE PURPOSE OF ENGAGING IN
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS IN THOSE COUNTIES; TO AUTHORIZE THE
BOARDS OF SUPERVISORS OF THOSE COUNTIES TO LEVY A SPECIAL AD
VALOREM TAX AND TO ISSUE GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS TO CARRY OUT THE
PROVISIONS OF THIS ACT, TO PROVIDE THAT THE AUTHORITY GRANTED TO THE
NWRAUNDER THIS ACT IS SUPPLEMENTAL TO ANY OTHER AUTHORITY GRANTED
BY LAW TO A REGIONAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ENTITY COMPRISED OF THE
SAME COUNTIES; TO BRING FORWARD SECTIONS 57-64-1 THROUGH 57-64-31,
MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, WHICH ARE THE REGIONAL ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT ACT, FOR PURPOSES OF POSSIBLE AMENDMENT; TO BRING
FORWARD SECTION 27-39-321, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, WHICH PRESCRIBES
PROPERTY TAX INCREASE LIMITATIONS, FOR PURPOSES OF POSSIBLE
AMENDMENT; TO BRING FORWARD SECTION 19-9-5, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972,
WHICH PRESCRIBES LIMITATIONS ON A COUNTY'S BONDED INDEBTEDNESS,
FOR PURPOSES OF POSSIBLE AMENDMENT; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

H. B. No. 1901: AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 57-105-1, MISSISSIPPI CODE
OF 1972, TO INCREASE THE AMOUNT OF TAX CREDITS THAT THE MISSISSIPPI
DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY MAY ALLOCATE DURING A STATE FISCAL YEAR
UNDER THE PROGRAM THAT AUTHORIZES THE MISSISSIPPI DEVELOPMENT
AUTHORITY TO ALLOCATE INCOME TAX CREDITS AND INSURANCE PREMIUM TAX
CREDITS FOR TAXPAYERS HOLDING CERTAIN QUALIFIED EQUITY INVESTMENTS;
TO EXTEND UNTIL JULY 1, 2029, THE DATE AFTER WHICH THE MISSISSIPPI
DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY SHALL NOT ALLOCATE CREDITS UNDER THE
PROGRAM; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

Andrew Ketchings, Clerk of the House of Representatives

MESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNOR
February 27, 2025

TO THE MISSISSIPPI STATE SENATE:

| am directed by the Governor to advise you that he has approved the following
SENATE Bills:

S. B. No. 2145: Alcoholic beverages; authorize the direct shipment of wine.
(February 26, 2025, 5:00 PM)

Respectfully submitted,
Ginny Zirulnik, Legislative Aide

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS

Mr. President: The Committee on Enrolled Bills has found correctly enrolled the
following entitled measures and now presents them for your signature:
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H.C.R.No.7: A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION HONORING THE LIFE AND
LEGACY OF OFFICER TROY FLOYD, AND EXPRESSING DEEPEST SYMPATHY TO
HIS FAMILY AND FRIENDS UPON HIS PASSING.

H. C.R. No. 8: A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION COMMENDING THE
EXCEPTIONALLY TALENTED WORLD-RENOWN FLORAL DESIGNER AND PAINTER
MR. RALPH NULL, CONGRATULATING HIM ON HIS MANY ACCOMPLISHMENTS AS
A PROMINENT AND ESTEEMED FLORAL INDUSTRY LEADER AND EDUCATIONAL
INSTRUCTOR AND WISHING HIM MANY MORE YEARS OF CONTINUED SUCCESS.

H.C.R.No.9: A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING HUBERT
CREEKMORE AND COMMENDING HIS LEGACY AS AN AMERICAN AUTHOR AND
LITERARY CRITIC IN HONOR OF HUBERT CREEKMORE DAY IN WATER VALLEY,
MISSISSIPPI.

H. C. R. No. 15: ACONCURRENT RESOLUTION COMMENDING THE LIFE AND
LEGACY OF MRS. PATRICIA PITTMAN LEE, FORMER FIRST LADY OF MISSISSIPPI
STATE UNIVERSITY, AND EXTEND DEEPEST SYMPATHY TO HER FAMILY UPON
THE LOSS OF THEIR LOVED ONE.

H. C. R. No. 28: A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION COMMENDING AND
CONGRATULATING THE GEORGE COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL REBELS BASEBALL
TEAM UPON WINNING THE 2024 MISSISSIPPI HIGH SCHOOL ACTIVITIES
ASSOCIATION CLASS 6A BASEBALL STATE CHAMPIONSHIP AND FOR THEIR
OUTSTANDING AND MEMORABLE 2023-2024 SEASON.

H. C. R. No. 32: A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING AND
HONORING THE COURAGEOUS LIFE AND EXTRAORDINARY LEGACY OF JAMES
HENRY TAYLOR FOR HIS SERVICE DURING THE VIETNAM WAR.

H. C. R. No. 34: A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION COMMENDING AND
CONGRATULATING JIM ELLIS UPON THE OCCASION OF HIS RETIREMENT AFTER
46 YEARS AS THE PLAY-BY-PLAY VOICE OF THE MISSISSIPPI STATE BASEBALL
PROGRAM.

H. C. R. No. 35: A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION COMMENDING AND
CONGRATULATING THE PEOPLES BANK OF RIPLEY ON THE OCCASION OF ITS
100TH ANNIVERSARY.

H. C. R. No. 37: A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING AND
HONORING MISSISSIPPI VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY ON THE COMMEMORATION
OF ITS 75TH ANNIVERSARY, AND COMMENDING THE INSTITUTION'S
CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI AND THE NATION.

David Jordan, Chairman

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS

Mr. President: The Committee on Enrolled Bills has found correctly enrolled the
following entitled measures and now presents them for your signature:

H. C. R. No. 38: ACONCURRENT RESOLUTION COMMENDING THE HIGHLY
RESPECTED LIFE AND LEGACY OF FORMER STATE AUDITOR MR. PATRICK "PETE"
JOHNSON AND EXPRESSING DEEP SYMPATHY UPON HIS PASSING.

H. C. R. No. 39: A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION COMMENDING AND
CONGRATULATING LEWIS SCOTT GRAY, JR., ON BEING SELECTED THE 2024
STATE GAMES OF MISSISSIPPI MALE ATHLETE OF THE YEAR.

H. C. R. No. 40: A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION COMMENDING AND
CONGRATULATING THE WEST LAUDERDALE HIGH SCHOOL LADY KNIGHTS FAST-
PITCH SOFTBALL TEAM AND HEAD COACH JAKE LOPER UPON WINNING BACK-
TO-BACK STATE CHAMPIONSHIPS WITH THEIR VICTORY IN THE 2024 MISSISSIPPI
HIGH SCHOOL ACTIVITIES ASSOCIATION (MHSAA) CLASS 4A FAST-PITCH
SOFTBALL STATE CHAMPIONSHIP.
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H. C. R. No. 41: A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION COMMENDING AND
CONGRATULATING ROWDY BRISCOE UPON BEING NAMED THE 2024 STATE
GAMES OF MISSISSIPPI YOUTH ATHLETE OF THE YEAR.

H. C. R. No. 42: A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION COMMENDING AND
CONGRATULATING JACELYN "JAYCIE" COLLINS ON BEING SELECTED AS THE
2024 STATE GAMES OF MISSISSIPPI FEMALE ATHLETE OF THE YEAR AND ALSO
THE 2024 NATIONAL CONGRESS OF STATE GAMES ADULT ATHLETE OF THE YEAR.

H. C. R. No. 43: A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION HONORING THE
DISTINGUISHED CAREER AND LAUDABLY ESTEEMED PUBLIC SERVICE OF MR.
CHARLES F. MCCLELLAND, SR., AND EXPRESSING SINCERE APPRECIATION FOR
HIS CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI.

H. C. R. No. 44: A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION HONORING THE
DISTINGUISHED CAREER AND LAUDABLY ESTEEMED PUBLIC SERVICE OF MR.
CHARLES R. GUY, AND EXPRESSING SINCERE APPRECIATION FOR HIS
CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI.

David Jordan, Chairman

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY, DIVISION A

Mr. President: The above-named committee has had under consideration the
following measures and reports same back with the following recommendations:

H. B. No. 1451: Clerks in youth court; remove prohibition against receiving
compensation for attending youth court. Title Sufficient. Do Pass.

H. B. No. 1544: Judicial districts; bring forward for purposes of amendment. Title
Sufficient. Do Pass As Amended.

WIGGINS, Chairman

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON ELECTIONS

Mr. President: The above-named committee has had under consideration the
following measures and reports same back with the following recommendations:

H. B. No. 289: Election commissioners; revise terms and election cycles for those
in Districts Two and Four. Title Sufficient. Do Pass.

H. B. No. 291: County and county district officers; require to have runoff election
if no candidate receives majority after general election. Title Sufficient. Do Pass As
Amended.

H. B. No. 293: Congressional primaries; change time for holding in years without
presidential election. Title Sufficient. Do Pass As Amended.

H. B. No. 724: Election crime; create for the willful failure to transmit a voter's ballot
in certain situations. Title Sufficient. Do Pass As Amended.

H. B. No. 1419: Polling places; prohibit from being closed within sixty days before
an election. Title Sufficient. Do Pass.

ENGLAND, Chairman
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Pursuant to adjournment motion previously adopted, the Senate stood adjourned
at 5:00 PM in memory of Grady Thompson.

Amanda Frusha White, Secretary of the Senate

INTRODUCTIONS FOR THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 2025

S. B. No. 3256: Local and Private

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 19-5-171, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO
STIPULATE THAT THE COMMISSIONERS OF THE TISHOMINGO COUNTY WATER
DISTRICT SHALL BE COMPENSATED FOR THEIR SERVICES AT A RATE UP TO
$84.00 PER DAY UNDER CERTAIN CONDITIONS; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.
By Senator(s) Sparks

S. B. No. 3257: Local and Private

AN ACT TO AUTHORIZE THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF MARSHALL
COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI, TO CONTRIBUTE FUNDS TO 501(C)(3) CHARITABLE
ORGANIZATIONS OPERATING FOOD PANTRIES; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.
By Senator(s) Whaley

S. B. No. 3258: Local and Private

AN ACT TO AMEND CHAPTER 816, LOCAL AND PRIVATE LAWS OF 1991, AS
LAST AMENDED BY CHAPTER 951, LOCAL AND PRIVATE LAWS OF 2021, TO
EXTEND THE DATE OF REPEAL ON THE PROVISION OF LAW THAT ESTABLISHES
THE WASHINGTON COUNTY CONVENTION AND VISITORS COMMITTEE AND
AUTHORIZES A TAX ON HOTELS, MOTELS AND RESTAURANTS; AND FOR
RELATED PURPOSES.
By Senator(s) Simmons (12th)

S. R. No. 66: Rules

A RESOLUTION EXTENDING THE SINCEREST CONDOLENCES OF THE
MISSISSIPPI SENATE ON THE PASSING OF LEGENDARY ALCORN STATE
UNIVERSITY TENNIS COACH AND MATHEMATICS INSTRUCTOR ANTHONY BRUCE
DODGEN.
By Senator(s) Butler

FIFTY-THIRD DAY, FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2025
The Senate met at 9:00 AM pursuant to adjournment, President Hosemann presiding.
The roll being called the following Senators answered to their names:

Present--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Bryan, Bultler,
Carter, Chism, DeBar, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins, Hickman, Hopson, Horhn,
Jackson, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker,
Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, Seymour, Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks,
Suber, Tate, Thomas, Thompson, Turner-Ford, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger.
Total--44.

Absent--Brumfield, Chassaniol, DeLano, Hill, Johnson, Jordan, Parks. Total--7.

Vacancies--1.
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The Secretary announced a quorum present.

The invocation was delivered by Bro. Laban Blakeney, Pastor, Calvary Baptist
Church, Mt. Olive, MS.

Senator Rhodes led the Senate in the recitation of the oath of allegiance to the flag
of the United States of America.

On motion of Senator Blackwell, the reading of the journal of the previous day was
dispensed with, and the same stood approved.

INTRODUCTION OF SENATE BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS:
The measures introduced were read under a suspension of the rules, referred to
committees, and are listed after adjournment on this date.

Senator Kirby called up the following entitled resolution:

S. C. R. No. 531: Mississippi-Israel Joint Legislative Caucus; recognize creation
of.

YEAS AND NAYS On S. C. R. No. 531. On motion of Senator Kirby, the rules were
suspended, the resolution considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and
nays being taken, it was adopted, title standing as stated, by the following vote:

Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Bryan, Carter,
Chism, DeBar, England, Fillingane, Harkins, Hickman, Hopson, Horhn, Kirby, Ladner,
McCaughn, McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Parker, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, Seymour,
Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, Thompson,
Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger. Total--39.

Nays--None.

Absent and those not voting--Brumfield, Chassaniol, DeLano, Hill, Johnson,
Jordan, Parks. Total--7.

Voting Present--Butler, Frazier, Jackson, Norwood, Turner-Ford. Total--5.

Vacancies--1.

Unanimous consent was granted to add Senators Blackwell, Hopson, Parker,
Sparks, Suber and Thompson as co-authors of S. C. R. No. 531.

Senator England moved that when the Senate adjourns, it adjourn in memory of
Alisa Colleen Malone of Moss Point, MS.

FIRST READING OF HOUSE BILLS AND CONCURRENT RESOLUTIONS RECEIVED
FROM THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE
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Mr. President: | am directed by the House of Representatives to inform the Senate
that the House has PASSED AND TRANSMITS herewith the following:

H. B. No. 812: ANACT TO AMEND SECTION 27-33-75, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF
1972, TO EXTEND THE HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION FROM AD VALOREM TAXES FOR
HOMEOWNERS WHO ARE HONORABLY DISCHARGED AMERICAN VETERANS AND
90 YEARS OF AGE TO THE UNREMARRIED SURVIVING SPOUSES OF SUCH
HOMEOWNERS; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

H. B. No. 1903: AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 27-7-22.41, MISSISSIPPI CODE
OF 1972, WHICH PROVIDES AN INCOME TAX CREDIT, INSURANCE PREMIUM TAX
CREDIT AND AD VALOREM TAX CREDIT FOR CONTRIBUTIONS MADE BY CERTAIN
TAXPAYERS TO CERTAIN ELIGIBLE CHARITABLE ORGANIZATIONS, TO INCREASE
THE MAXIMUM AGGREGATE AMOUNT OF TAX CREDITS THAT MAY BE ALLOCATED
BY THE DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE UNDER THIS SECTION DURING A CALENDAR
YEAR; TO REVISE CERTAIN PROVISIONS RELATING TO THE AD VALOREM TAX
CREDIT FOR CONTRIBUTIONS MADE TO SUCH ORGANIZATIONS; TO AMEND
SECTION 57-105-1, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO EXTEND UNTIL JULY 1, 2029,
THE DATE AFTER WHICH THE MISSISSIPPI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY SHALL
NOT ALLOCATE INCOME TAX AND INSURANCE PREMIUM TAX CREDITS FOR
TAXPAYERS HOLDING CERTAIN QUALIFIED INVESTMENTS; TO AMEND SECTION
57-87-5, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO AMEND THE DEFINITION OF "EQUIPMENT
USED IN THE DEPLOYMENT OF BROADBAND TECHNOLOGIES" FOR PURPOSES
OF THE CREDIT AGAINST INCOME TAX AND CORPORATION FRANCHISE TAX
LIABILITY =~ OF TELECOMMUNICATIONS ENTERPRISES FOR CERTAIN
INVESTMENTS MADE IN SUCH EQUIPMENT, AND FOR PURPOSES OF THE AD
VALOREM TAX EXEMPTION FOR SUCH EQUIPMENT PLACED IN SERVICE IN A
CERTAIN TIME PERIOD; TO LIMIT THE AGGREGATE AMOUNT OF INCOME TAX AND
CORPORATION FRANCHISE TAX CREDITS THAT MAY BE CLAIMED DURING A
CALENDAR YEAR; TO AMEND SECTION 57-87-7, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO
SPECIFY THE EQUIPMENT PLACED IN SERVICE AFTER JUNE 30, 2025, AND
BEFORE JULY 1, 2030, THAT IS ELIGIBLE FOR THE AD VALOREM TAX EXEMPTION;
TO REQUIRE A TAXPAYER TO SUBMIT A CERTIFIED, SWORN DESCRIPTION OF
THE EQUIPMENT TO THE TAX ASSESSOR OF THE COUNTY IN WHICH SUCH
EQUIPMENT IS LOCATED, ON OR BEFORE APRIL 1 OF THE FIRST ASSESSMENT
YEAR IN WHICH THE EXEMPTION IS BEING CLAIMED; TO AMEND SECTION 27-65-
101, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO REVISE THE DEFINITION OF "EQUIPMENT
USED IN THE DEPLOYMENT OF BROADBAND TECHNOLOGIES" FOR PURPOSES
OF THE INDUSTRIAL SALES TAX EXEMPTION FOR SALES OF SUCH EQUIPMENT;
TO AUTHORIZE A CREDIT AGAINST INCOME AND INSURANCE PREMIUM TAXES
FOR VOLUNTARY CASH CONTRIBUTIONS BY CERTAIN BUSINESS ENTERPRISES
TO CERTAIN TAX-EXEMPT ORGANIZATIONS OPERATING AS MEMBERS OF A
STATEWIDE ALLIANCE, OFFERING PROGRAMS TO ADVANCE MISSISSIPPI YOUTH
IN EDUCATION ACHIEVEMENT, PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT AND
SOCIAL/EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT WHILE ALSO SUPPORTING WORKFORCE
DEVELOPMENT; TO AUTHORIZE A CREDIT AGAINST AD VALOREM TAXES ON REAL
PROPERTY FOR SUCH CONTRIBUTIONS BY CERTAIN BUSINESS ORGANIZATIONS
NOT OPERATING AS CORPORATIONS; TO LIMIT THE AMOUNT OF THE CREDITS;
TO ALLOW EXCESS AMOUNTS OF THE CREDIT TO BE CARRIED FORWARD FOR
FIVE CONSECUTIVE YEARS; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

Andrew Ketchings, Clerk of the House of Representatives
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Senator Blackwell moved that the Senate stand in recess until 12:00 PM or until
the last committee report is filed, at which time the Senate would then adjourn until 4:00
PM, Monday, March 3, 2025.

The motion prevailed, and at 9:11 AM, the Senate stood in recess.

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

Mr. President: | am directed by the House of Representatives to inform the Senate
that the House has PASSED AND TRANSMITS herewith the following:

S. B. No. 2002: Boards of Supervisors; authorize to designate persons to serve
as hearing officers for delinquent solid waste fees.

S. B. No. 2049: Prison Overcrowding Emergency Powers Act; extend repealer on.

S. B. No. 2050: Corrections; extend repealer on intensive supervision program
and electronic home detention.

S. B. No. 2243: Private contractor for correctional services; rate shall be based on
classification of inmate.

S. B. No. 2247: 16th section land; authorize local school board to grant an
extension to holder of a long-term lease in good standing.

S. B. No. 2359: Parole; revise technical violation.
S. B. No. 2360: Escapes; require notification to MDI and local law enforcement.

S. B. No. 2401: Study Committee on the certification of Health Benefit Plans and
Insurers; create.

S. B. No. 2412: Insurance Holding Company Act; include NAIC Group Capital
Calculation test requirements.

S. B. No. 2434: Local governments; authorize to enter into intergovernmental
support agreements with military branches.

S. B. No. 2562: Circuit clerk fees; increase fee for each day's attendance of clerk
and deputies upon court term.

S. B. No. 2664: Dietitian Licensure Compact; ratify.

S. B. No. 3022: Appropriation; Massage Therapy, Board of.

S. B. No. 3023: Appropriation; Motor Vehicle Commission.

S. B. No. 3028: Appropriation; Chiropractic Examiners, Board of.

Andrew Ketchings, Clerk of the House of Representatives

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE
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Mr. President: | am directed by the House of Representatives to inform the Senate
that the House has PASSED AND TRANSMITS herewith the following:

S. B. No. 3019: Appropriation; Architecture, Board of.

Andrew Ketchings, Clerk of the House of Representatives

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORTATION

Mr. President: The above-named committee has had under consideration the
following measure and reports same back with the following recommendation:

H. B. No. 953: Harvest permits; extend repealer on provisions establishing
maximum weight and approved routes of vehicles. Title Sufficient. Do Pass As Amended.

YOUNGER, Chairman

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON GAMING

Mr. President: The above-named committee has had under consideration the
following measure and reports same back with the following recommendation:

H. B. No. 1349: Gaming Commission; authorize to collaborate with DHS for
collection of child support. Title Sufficient. Do Pass As Amended.

BLOUNT, Chairman

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE
Mr. President: | am directed by the House of Representatives to inform the Senate
that the House has PASSED AND TRANSMITS herewith the following WITH
ACCOMPANYING AMENDMENT:

S. B. No. 2051: Department of Corrections; extend repealer on drug and alcohol
program at Bolivar County Regional Facility.

S. B. No. 2181: Public Records Act; exempt school district Test Security Plans for
administration of Statewide Student Assessment Program.

S. B. No. 2239: Authorization for incarceration of state offenders in county or
regional correctional facilities; add Forrest and Wayne Counties.

S. B. No. 2242: Inmate work release program; authorize to perform services for
MDOT.

S. B. No. 2415: Health insurance and employee benefit plans; delete repealer on
mandated coverage for telemedicine services.

S. B. No. 2704: Annual inspection of the infirmary at the State Penitentiary at
Parchman; require State Department of Health to conduct.

S. B. No. 2727: Social Work Licensure Compact; enact.
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S. B. No. 2731: Psychologists; extend repealer on licensure law related to.
S. B. No. 3003: Appropriation; IHL - Subsidiary programs.
S. B. No. 3004: Appropriation; IHL - Alcorn State - Agricultural programs.

S. B. No. 3008: Appropriation; IHL - Mississippi State University - Veterinary
Medicine, College of.

S. B. No. 3009: Appropriation; IHL - Student Financial Aid.

S. B. No. 3011:  Appropriation; Community and Junior Colleges Board -
Administrative expenses.

S. B. No. 3012: Appropriation; Community and Junior Colleges Board - Support
for community and junior colleges.

S. B. No. 3013: Appropriation; Employment Security, Department of.
S. B. No. 3014: Appropriation; Ethics Commission.

S. B. No. 3015: Appropriation; Judicial Performance Commission.
S. B. No. 3016: Appropriation; Public Safety, Department of.

S. B. No. 3017: Appropriation; Mental Health, Department of.

S. B. No. 3018: Appropriation; Transportation, Department of - State Aid Road
Construction, Office of.

S. B. No. 3020: Appropriation; Funeral Services Board.
S. B. No. 3021: Appropriation; Geologists, Board of Registered Professional.

S. B. No. 3024: Appropriation; Counselors, Board of Examiners for Licensed
Professional.

S. B. No. 3025: Appropriation; Accountancy, Board of Public.

Andrew Ketchings, Clerk of the House of Representatives

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE
Mr. President: | am directed by the House of Representatives to inform the Senate
that the House has PASSED AND TRANSMITS herewith the following WITH
ACCOMPANYING AMENDMENT:
S. B. No. 3002: Appropriation; IHL - General support.

S. B. No. 3005: Appropriation; IHL - Mississippi State University - Agricultural and
Forestry Experiment Station.

S. B. No. 3006: Appropriation; IHL - Mississippi State University - Cooperative
Extension Service.
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S. B. No. 3007: Appropriation; IHL - Mississippi State University - Forest and
Wildlife Research Center.

S. B. No. 3010: Appropriation; IHL - University of Mississippi Medical Center.

S. B. No. 3052: Appropriation; Gulf Coast Restoration Funds to the Mississippi

Development Authority.

Andrew Ketchings, Clerk of the House of Representatives

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

Mr. President: | am directed by the House of Representatives to inform the Senate
that the House has PASSED AND TRANSMITS herewith the following WITH
ACCOMPANYING AMENDMENT:
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Appropriation; Contractors, Board of.

Appropriation; Veterinary Examiners, Board of.

Appropriation; Dental Examiners, Board of.

Appropriation; Pharmacy, Board of.

Appropriation; Corrections, Department of.

Appropriation; Emergency Management Agency.

Appropriation; Agriculture and Commerce, Department of.
Appropriation; Fair and Coliseum Commission - Livestock shows.
Appropriation; Animal Health, Board of.

Appropriation; Gaming Commission.

Appropriation; Information Technology Services, Department of.
Appropriation; Personnel Board.

Appropriation; Military Department.

Appropriation; Veterans Affairs Board.

Appropriation; Revenue, Department of.

Appropriation; Secretary of State.

Appropriation; Tax Appeals Board.

Appropriation; Workers' Compensation Commission.
Appropriation; Treasurer's Office.

Appropriation; Debt Service-Gen. Obli.
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S. B. No. 3047: Appropriation; Audit, Department of.

S. B. No. 3048: Appropriation; Banking and Consumer Finance, Department of.
S. B. No. 3049: Appropriation; Finance and Administration, Department of.

S. B. No. 3050: Appropriation; Governor's Office and Mansion.

S. B. No. 3051: Appropriation; Development Authority, Mississippi.

Andrew Ketchings, Clerk of the House of Representatives

Pursuant to adjournment motion previously adopted, the Senate stood adjourned
at 12:00 PM in memory of Alisa Colleen Malone.

Amanda Frusha White, Secretary of the Senate

NO INTRODUCTIONS FOR FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2025

FIFTY-SIXTH DAY, MONDAY, MARCH 3, 2025
The Senate met at 4:00 PM pursuant to adjournment, President Hosemann presiding.
The roll being called the following Senators answered to their names:

Present--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield,
Bryan, Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Frazier, Harkins,
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn,
McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Parks, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson,
Seymour, Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas,
Thompson, Turner-Ford, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger. Total--50.

Absent--Fillingane. Total--1.

Vacancies--1.

The Secretary announced a quorum present.

The invocation was delivered by Mike Carr, Pastor, Pleasant Grove Baptist Church,
Brookhaven, MS.

Senator Barrett led the Senate in the recitation of the oath of allegiance to the flag
of the United States of America.

On motion of Senator Blackwell, the reading of the journal of the previous day was
dispensed with, and the same stood approved.
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INTRODUCTION OF SENATE BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS:
The measures introduced were read under a suspension of the rules, referred to
committees, and are listed after adjournment on this date.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS

Mr. President: The Committee on Enrolled Bills has found correctly enrolled the
following entitled measures and now presents them for your signature:

H. B. No. 1262: AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 73-15-21, MISSISSIPPI CODE
OF 1972, TO PROVIDE THAT PERSONS WHO HAVE COMPLETED THE TRAINING
REQUIRED FOR A UNITED STATES ARMY COMBAT MEDIC SPECIALIST, A UNITED
STATES NAVY HOSPITAL CORPSMAN, OR A UNITED STATES AIR FORCE
AEROSPACE MEDICAL SERVICE SPECIALIST AND THEN COMPLETED TWO YEARS
OF CLINICAL EXPERIENCE THAT INVOLVES PROVIDING DIRECT PATIENT CARE,
SHALL BE AUTHORIZED TO TAKE THE EXAMINATION TO BE LICENSED AS A
LICENSED PRACTICAL NURSE; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

H. B. No. 1401: AN ACT TO ESTABLISH A COMMUNITY HEALTH WORKER
CERTIFICATION PROGRAM IN THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH; TO PROVIDE
THAT THE DIVISION OF MEDICAID SHALL SEEK APPROVAL FROM THE CENTERS
FOR MEDICARE AND MEDICAID SERVICES FOR A STATE PLAN AMENDMENT,
WAIVER, OR ALTERNATIVE PAYMENT MODEL TO PROVIDE REIMBURSEMENT FOR
CERTAIN SERVICES PROVIDED BY CERTIFIED COMMUNITY HEALTH WORKERS;
TO PROVIDE THAT THE DEPARTMENT SHALL BE THE SOLE CERTIFYING BODY
FOR THE COMMUNITY HEALTH WORKER PROFESSION AND PRACTICE IN
MISSISSIPPI; FROM AND AFTER JANUARY 1, 2026, NO PERSON SHALL
REPRESENT HIMSELF OR HERSELF AS A COMMUNITY HEALTH WORKER UNLESS
HE OR SHE IS CERTIFIED AS SUCH IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE REQUIREMENTS
OF THE DEPARTMENT; TO PROVIDE THAT THE DEPARTMENT SHALL
PROMULGATE RULES NECESSARY TO CARRY OUT THE PROVISIONS OF THIS
ACT, INCLUDING ESTABLISHING THE CORE COMPETENCIES OF COMMUNITY
HEALTH WORKERS, THE COMMUNITY HEALTH WORKER CERTIFICATION
APPLICATION AND RENEWAL PROCESS, CERTIFICATION APPLICATION AND
RENEWAL FEES, PROCEDURES FOR CERTIFICATION DENIAL, SUSPENSION AND
REVOCATION, AND THE SCOPE OF PRACTICE FOR CERTIFIED COMMUNITY
HEALTH WORKERS; TO PROVIDE THAT THE DEPARTMENT SHALL APPROVE
COMPETENCY-BASED TRAINING PROGRAMS AND TRAINING PROVIDERS, AND
APPROVE ORGANIZATIONS TO PROVIDE CONTINUING EDUCATION FOR
CERTIFIED COMMUNITY HEALTH WORKERS; TO AMEND SECTION 43-13-117,
MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO PROVIDE MEDICAID REIMBURSEMENT FOR
CERTAIN SERVICES PROVIDED BY CERTIFIED COMMUNITY HEALTH WORKERS;
TO EXTEND THE DATE OF THE REPEALER ON THE SECTION; AND FOR RELATED
PURPOSES.

David Jordan, Chairman

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES

Mr. President: The above-named committee has had under consideration the
following measures and reports same back with the following recommendations:

H. B. No. 3: Mississippi Commission on College Accreditation; revise composition
of to ensure adequate representation. Title Sufficient. Do Pass.
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H. B. No. 1086: University of Mississippi; authorize to enter into long-term lease
for public-private partnership for development of university property. Title Sufficient. Do
Pass As Amended.

H. B. No. 1193: Public K-12 and Postsecondary schools; prohibit DEI statements
and practices. Title Sufficient. Do Pass As Amended.

BOYD, Chairman

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC PROPERTY

Mr. President: The above-named committee has had under consideration the
following measures and reports same back with the following recommendations:

H. B. No. 1085: Mississippi Main Street; authorize counties to donate to and make
MDAH administrator of Main Street Revitalization Grant. Title Sufficient. Do Pass.

H. B. No. 556: DFA; authorize to purchase certain real property known as the
"East Hamilton Street Properties" in the City of Jackson, Mississippi. Title Sufficient. Do
Pass As Amended.

H. B. No. 1167: State Fire Academy; rename certain facilities located on the
premises of. Title Sufficient. Do Pass As Amended.

H. B. No. 1436: MDOT; authorize to transfer property in Harrison County to the
City of Gulfport. Title Sufficient. Do Pass As Amended.

WILLIAMS, Chairman

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON MEDICAID

Mr. President: The above-named committee has had under consideration the
following measure and reports same back with the following recommendation:

H. B. No. 610: Nonemergency medical transportation; define certain terms in
statute requiring vehicle permits and establishing standards. Title Sufficient. Do Pass.

BLACKWELL, Chairman

Senator McMahan called up the following entitled bill:

H. B. No. 1211: Municipal ordinance for granting of utility franchises or use of
streets; remove municipal approval of.

YEAS AND NAYS On H. B. No. 1211. On motion of Senator McMahan, the rules
were suspended, the bill considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and
nays being taken, it passed, title standing as stated, by the following vote:

Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan,
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Frazier, Harkins, Hickman,
Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, McLendon,
McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Parks, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, Seymour, Simmons
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D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, Thompson, Turner-Ford,
Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger. Total--50.

Nays--None.

Absent and those not voting--Fillingane. Total--1.

Vacancies--1.

Senator England moved that when the Senate adjourns, it adjourn in memory of
John "JR" Wilson of Gautier, MS.

Senator Parks moved that when the Senate adjourns, it adjourn in memory of
Johnny "John" Monroe Stevens of Corinth, MS.

Senator McMahan moved that when the Senate adjourns, it adjourn in memory of
Don Weatherly of Tupelo, MS.

Senator Hill moved that when the Senate adjourns, it adjourn in memory of Daniel
Anthony Dale, Sr. of Glendora, MS.

Senator Blackwell moved that the Senate stand in recess until the last committee
report is filed, at which time the Senate would then adjourn until 10:00 AM, Tuesday, March
4, 2025.

The motion prevailed, and at 4:19 PM, the Senate stood in recess.

FIRST READING OF HOUSE BILLS AND CONCURRENT RESOLUTIONS RECEIVED
FROM THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

Mr. President: | am directed by the House of Representatives to inform the Senate
that the House has PASSED AND TRANSMITS herewith the following:

H. C. R. No. 45: A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION COMMENDING AND
CONGRATULATING GRACELYNN PEARL BATTE FOR HER IMMENSE SUCCESS AT
THE UNITED TAEKWONDO ALLIANCE COMPETITION IN BROMSGROVE, ENGLAND.

H. C. R. No. 46: A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION COMMENDING THE
DISTINGUISHED AND ACCOMPLISHED CAREER OF MISSISSIPPI AND AMERICAN
RACE CAR DRIVING LEGEND, MR. CHARLIE KEMP, AND ACKNOWLEDGING HIS
PROFOUND CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE SPORT OF RACING.

H. C. R. No. 47: A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION COMMENDING AND
CONGRATULATING THE PURVIS HIGH SCHOOL VOLLEYBALL TEAM FOR WINNING
THE MISSISSIPPI HIGH SCHOOL ACTIVITIES ASSOCIATION (MHSAA) CLASS 4A
STATE CHAMPIONSHIP.

H. C. R. No. 48: A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION OBSERVING AND
RECOGNIZING NOVEMBER 9, 2025, AS "GOLD STAR FATHER'S DAY" TO HONOR
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THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN FALLEN OR PERMANENTLY DISABLED MEMBERS
OF THE UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES AND THEIR FATHERS.

H. C. R. No. 49: A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION COMMENDING AND
CONGRATULATING DR. VERNAR. TAYLOR UPON THE SPECIAL OCCASION OF HER
RETIREMENT FROM JACKSON STATE UNIVERSITY AND UPON HER
CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE FIELD OF EDUCATION.

H. C. R. No. 51: A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION COMMENDING AND
CONGRATULATING THE NORTHWEST MISSISSIPPI COMMUNITY COLLEGE DANCE
TEAM FOR WINNING BACK-TO-BACK NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS IN THE OPEN
HIP-HOP DIVISION AT THE UDA NATIONALS IN ORLANDO, FLORIDA.

H. C. R. No. 52: A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION COMMENDING AND
CONGRATULATING THE NORTHWEST MISSISSIPPI COMMUNITY COLLEGE CHEER
TEAM FOR WINNING BACK-TO-BACK NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS IN THE OPEN
ALL-GIRL TRADITIONAL DIVISION AND SECURING A NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP IN
THE OPEN CO-ED GAME DAY DIVISION AT THE UCA NATIONALS IN ORLANDO,
FLORIDA.

H. C. R. No. 53: A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING AND
COMMENDING MR. JERRY SIMS FOR HIS EXCEPTIONAL SUCCESS IN BUSINESS
AND OUTSTANDING LEGACY IN TRACK AND FIELD AT ALCORN STATE
UNIVERSITY.

Andrew Ketchings, Clerk of the House of Representatives

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE
Mr. President: | am directed by the House of Representatives to inform the Senate
that the House has PASSED AND TRANSMITS herewith the following WITH
ACCOMPANYING AMENDMENT:

S. B. No. 3053: Coronavirus State Fiscal Recovery Fund; FY2026 reappropriate
to certain agencies.

Andrew Ketchings, Clerk of the House of Representatives

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON BUSINESS AND FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS

Mr. President: The above-named committee has had under consideration the
following measures and reports same back with the following recommendations:

H. B. No. 956: Real estate brokers; extend repealer on maximum license fees
charged by MS Real Estate Commission. Title Sufficient. Do Pass.

H. B. No. 1306: Preneed establishments; reduce amount of fine that Secretary of
State may impose upon for late filing of their reports. Title Sufficient. Do Pass.

H. B. No. 1316: State Board of Funeral Services; extend repealer on. Title
Sufficient. Do Pass.

H. B. No. 1325: County depositories; revise interval of time for accepting bids from
financial institutions in certain years. Title Sufficient. Do Pass As Amended.



SENATE JOURNAL 885
MONDAY, MARCH 3, 2025

H. B. No. 1330: Banks; authorize investments in SBICs incorporated outside MS
and in LLCs and LLPs. Title Sufficient. Do Pass As Amended.

H. B. No. 1428: Money Transmission Modernization Act; create and repeal MS
Money Transmitters Act. Title Sufficient. Do Pass As Amended.

H. B. No. 1450: Small Loan Regulatory Law; authorize licensee to charge fee for
nonrecording insurance in lieu of recording cost. Title Sufficient. Do Pass As Amended.

POLK, Chairman

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON ENERGY

Mr. President: The above-named committee has had under consideration the
following measures and reports same back with the following recommendations:

H. B. No. 1186: Natural gas piping systems; require testing in school facilities.
Title Sufficient. Do Pass.

H. B. No. 1191: Underground and submerged utility lines and facilities; revise
requirements for excavators and utility operators. Title Sufficient. Do Pass.

CARTER, Chairman

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELFARE
Mr. President: The above-named committee has had under consideration the

following measures and reports same back with the following recommendations:

H. B. No. 668: MS Juvenile Tobacco Prevention; raise age restriction to 21. Title
Sufficient. Do Pass.

H. B. No. 674: Interstate Dental & Dental Hygiene Licensure Compact; create.
Title Sufficient. Do Pass.

H. B. No. 1083: Health Care Expendable Fund; extend repealer on. Title
Sufficient. Do Pass.

H. B. No. 1404: Mental health; provide exemption from pre-affidavit screening for
persons being treated in an acute psych hospital who have already had evaluations. Title
Sufficient. Do Pass As Amended.

H. B. No. 1447: Department of Health; authorize to increase fees for water quality
analysis as required by the Safe Drinking Water Act. Title Sufficient. Do Pass.

H. B. No. 1463: Pseudoephedrine; require manufacturers to pay fees to National
Association of Drug Diversion Investigators to support NPLE. Title Sufficient. Do Pass.

BRYAN, Chairman
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON FORESTRY

Mr. President: The above-named committee has had under consideration the
following measure and reports same back with the following recommendation:

H. B. No. 262: Mississippi Ireland Trade Commission; establish. Title Sufficient.
Do Pass.

MCCAUGHN, Chairman

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON TECHNOLOGY

Mr. President: The above-named committee has had under consideration the
following measures and reports same back with the following recommendations:

H. B. No. 20: "Statewide Digital Services and Procurement Modernization Act";
establish for MDITS. Title Sufficient. Do Pass As Amended.

H. B. No. 1535:  Artificial Intelligence Task Force; create and prescribe
responsibilities of. Title Sufficient. Do Pass As Amended.

DELANO, Chairman

REPORT OF COMMITTEES ON
JUDICIARY, DIVISION AAND TECHNOLOGY

Mr. President: The above-named committees have had under consideration the
following measure and report same back with the following recommendation:

H. B. No. 1380: Cybersecurity; governmental and certain commercial entities
substantially complying with standards not liable for incidents relating to. Title Sufficient.
Do Pass As Amended.

WIGGINS, Chairman
DELANO, Chairman

REPORT OF COMMITTEES ON
BUSINESS AND FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS AND GOVERNMENT STRUCTURE

Mr. President: The above-named committees have had under consideration the
following measure and report same back with the following recommendation:

H. B. No. 608: Licensure of land surveyors; merge into licensure of engineers.
Title Sufficient. Do Pass As Amended.

POLK, Chairman
JOHNSON, Chairman
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REPORT OF COMMITTEES ON
CORRECTIONS AND GOVERNMENT STRUCTURE

Mr. President: The above-named committees have had under consideration the
following measure and report same back with the following recommendation:

H. B. No. 1474: Department of Health; require to conduct a review of quality of
medical care provided to inmates of Department of Corrections. Title Sufficient. Do Pass
As Amended.

BARNETT, Chairman
JOHNSON, Chairman

Pursuant to adjournment motion previously adopted, the Senate stood adjourned
at 5:09 PM in memory of Johnny "John" Monroe Stevens, John "JR" Wilson, Daniel
Anthony Dale, Sr. and Don Weatherly.

Amanda Frusha White, Secretary of the Senate

INTRODUCTIONS FOR MONDAY, MARCH 3, 2025

S. R. No. 67: Rules

A RESOLUTION TO COMMEMORATE THE 150TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
MISSISSIPPI DENTAL ASSOCIATION.
By Senator(s) Parker, Williams, Barrett, Boyd, Hopson, Barnett, McCaughn, Michel,
Suber, Thomas

FIFTY-SEVENTH DAY, TUESDAY, MARCH 4, 2025
The Senate met at 10:00 AM pursuant to adjournment, President Hosemann presiding.
The roll being called the following Senators answered to their names:

Present--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield,
Bryan, Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier,
Harkins, Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner,
McCaughn, McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Parks, Polk, Rhodes,
Robinson, Seymour, Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate,
Thomas, Thompson, Turner-Ford, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger. Total--51.

Absent--Total--None.

Vacancies--1.

The Secretary announced a quorum present.

The invocation was delivered by Reverend Paul McDonald, Pastor, Independence
United Methodist Church, Morton, MS and First United Methodist Church, Morton, MS.
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Senator McCaughn led the Senate in the recitation of the oath of allegiance to the

flag of the United States of America.

On motion of Senator Blackwell, the reading of the journal of the previous day was
dispensed with, and the same stood approved.

INTRODUCTION OF SENATE BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS:
The measures introduced were read under a suspension of the rules, referred to
committees, and are listed after adjournment on this date.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON INSURANCE

Mr. President: The above-named committee has had under consideration the
following measures and reports same back with the following recommendations:

H. B. No. 17: Protecting Patient Access to Physician-Administered Drugs Act;
create. Title Sufficient. Do Pass.

H. B. No. 959: Comprehensive Hurricane Damage Mitigation Program; extend
repealer on. Title Sufficient. Do Pass.

H. B. No.999: Modular home; revise definition as used under the Uniform
Standards Code for Factory-Built Homes Law. Title Sufficient. Do Pass.

H. B. No. 1174: Public adjusters licensure; revise provisions related to. Title
Sufficient. Do Pass As Amended.

H. B. No. 1611: Property and casualty insurance coverage; require 45-day notice
before change in coverage of. Title Sufficient. Do Pass As Amended.

MICHEL, Chairman

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON INSURANCE

Mr. President: The following appointment has had the consideration of the above-
named committee and | am instructed to report it with the following recommendation:

S. N. No. 66: George Mark Henry, Madison, Mississippi, Workers' Compensation
Commission as the Commissioner representing an attorney at law of recognized ability
with 5 years active practice in MS, six year term effective January 1, 2025 and ending
December 31, 2030. Do Advise and Consent.

MICHEL, Chairman

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY, DIVISION B

Mr. President: The above-named committee has had under consideration the
following measures and reports same back with the following recommendations:
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H. B. No. 1308: Grooming of a child; establish as a criminal offense. Title
Sufficient. Do Pass As Amended.

H. B. No. 1203: Camping; prohibit on public property. Title Sufficient. Do Pass As
Amended.

FILLINGANE, Chairman

Senator Blackwell moved that the Senate stand in recess until 3:50 PM.

The motion prevailed, and at 10:16 AM, the Senate stood in recess.

The Senate resumed business at 3:50 PM, pursuant to recess, with President
Hosemann presiding.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON VETERANS AND MILITARY AFFAIRS

Mr. President: The above-named committee has had under consideration the
following measure and reports same back with the following recommendation:

H. B. No. 1268: MS Save Our Service Member Task Force; create to study and
make recommendations concerning mental health needs of military members. Title
Sufficient. Do Pass.

TATE, Chairman

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON VETERANS AND MILITARY AFFAIRS

Mr. President: The following appointments have had the consideration of the
above-named committee, and | am instructed to report them with the following
recommendations:

S. N. No. 61: Maj Gen (Ret.) William J. (Cris) Crisler, Clinton, Mississippi, State
Veterans Affairs Board to represent the state at large, unexpired balance of a five year
term effective July 1, 2024 and ending May 31, 2025, vice Colonel C. Allen McDaniel, II.
Do Advise and Consent.

S. N. No. 62: Maj Gen (Ret.) William J. (Cris) Crisler, Clinton, Mississippi, State
Veterans Affairs Board to represent the state at large, five year term effective June 1, 2025
and ending May 31, 2030. Do Advise and Consent.

TATE, Chairman

REFERENCE TO COMMITTEES OF HOUSE BILLS AND CONCURRENT
RESOLUTIONS RECEIVED FROM THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

H. B. No. 733: "Property Cleanup Revolving Fund"; establish. Municipalities;
Finance.
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H. B. No. 1095: Department of Marine Resources; exempt certain leases from any
county or municipal tax levy upon leasehold interests. Ports and Marine Resources;
Finance.

MESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNOR
March 3, 2025

| hereby submit to you for your consideration the following appointments, and
request the advise and consent of the Senate, thereto viz:

Michael Dustin (Dustey) Walley, Lucedale, Mississippi, Mississippi Home
Corporation representing the 2nd Supreme Court District, six year term effective February
24, 2025 and ending April 23, 2030.

Terry Lynn Abby, Walnut, Mississippi, Board of Trustees of the Mississippi
Outdoor Stewardship Trust Fund, appointment efffective July 2, 2024 for the remainder of
term ending June 30, 2026, vice Dason Colin Maloney.

Tate Reeves
GOVERNOR

The executive nominations in the foregoing message were referred to committees
as follows:

Michael Dustin (Dustey) Walley, Mississippi Home Corporation, six year
term effective February 24, 2025 and ending April 23, 2030, Finance.

Terry Lynn Abby, Board of Trustees of the Mississippi Outdoor Stewardship
Trust Fund, appointment efffective July 2, 2024 for the remainder of term ending June 30,
2026, Wildlife, Fisheries and Parks.

REFERENCE TO COMMITTEES OF HOUSE BILLS AND CONCURRENT
RESOLUTIONS RECEIVED FROM THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

H. B. No. 248: Sales tax; revise exemption for sales of food to certain charitable
organizations. Finance.

H. B. No. 812: Homestead exemption; provide additional exemption for
unremarried surviving spouses of certain veterans. Finance.

H. B. No. 919: Sales tax; revise definition of "hotel" and "motel" for purposes of.
Finance.

H. B. No. 1667:  Individual Coverage Health Reimbursement Arrangement
(ICHRA) tax credit; authorize. Finance.

H. B. No. 1851: Ad valorem; exempt certain tractors, agricultural implements and
equipment, and vehicles. Finance.

H. B. No. 1872: Wine; revise rate of tax on sales and shipments of made by direct
wine shipper. Finance.
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H. B. No. 1878: Ad valorem tax; specify provisions for determining the true value
of rural structures. Finance.

H. B. No. 1880: Income tax; authorize tax credit for companies engaged in
television productions. Finance.

H. B. No. 1894: Bonds; authorize issuance for various purposes. Finance.
H. B. No. 1896: Kratom product; impose excise tax on. Finance.

H. B. No. 1897: Northwest Regional Alliance; authorize Tate, Panola, Lafayette
and Yalobusha counties to form for economic development purposes. Finance.

H. B. No. 1901: Qualified equity investment tax credits; increase maximum
allowed and extend date after which MDA will not allocate. Finance.

H. B. No. 1902: Taxation; revise various tax credits. Finance.

H. B. No. 1903: Taxation; revise various tax credits and exemptions. Finance.

REFERENCE TO COMMITTEES OF HOUSE BILLS AND CONCURRENT
RESOLUTIONS RECEIVED FROM THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

H. C. R. No. 45: Gracelynn Batte; commend for representing the United States in
Taekwondo at UTA Competition. Rules.

H. C. R. No. 46: Charlie Kemp; commend distinguished career as a Mississippi
and American race car driving legend. Rules.

H. C. R. No. 47: Purvis High School Volleyball Team; commend and congratulate
on winning MHSAA Class 4A State Championship. Rules.

H. C. R. No. 48: Gold Star Father's Day; observe and recognize November 9,
2025 as. Rules.

H. C. R. No. 49: Verna R. Taylor; commend upon retirement as an assistant
professor from Jackson State University. Rules.

H. C. R. No.51: Northwest Mississippi Community College Dance Team;
commend upon winning back-to-back national championships in Open Hip-Hop Division.
Rules.

H. C.R. No.52:  Northwest Mississippi Community College Cheer Team;
commend upon winning multiple national championships at UCA Nationals. Rules.

H. C. R. No. 53: Jerry Sims; commend for exceptional success in business and
outstanding legacy in track and field at Alcorn State University. Rules.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

Mr. President: The above-named committee has had under consideration the
following measures and reports same back with the following recommendations:
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H. B. No. 961: Income tax; codify and extend repealers on tax credits for certain
charges for using certain port and airport facilities. Title Sufficient. Do Pass.

H. B. No. 964: MS Business Finance Corporation; extend repealer on authority to
issue bonds to finance economic development projects. Title Sufficient. Do Pass.

H. B. No. 970: Sales tax; extend repealer on exemption of certain sales to
Toughest Kids Foundation for Camp Kamassa in Copiah County. Title Sufficient. Do
Pass.

H. B. No. 972: Income tax; extend repealer on jobs tax credit for certain water
transportation enterprises. Title Sufficient. Do Pass.

H. B. No. 1201: Income tax and ad valorem tax; create incentives for developers
to improve tax forfeited, blighted properties in MS. Title Sufficient. Do Pass As Amended.

H. B. No. 1284: Mississippi Native Spirit Law; rename and revise various
provisions. Title Sufficient. Do Pass.

H. B. No. 1341: MS Health Care Industry Zone Act; extend repealer on act and
related tax incentives. Title Sufficient. Do Pass As Amended.

H. B. No. 1461: Capital improvements; revise definition of under local
governments capital improvements revolving loan program. Title Sufficient. Do Pass As
Amended.

HARKINS, Chairman

REPORT OF COMMITTEES ON
UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES AND FINANCE

Mr. President: The above-named committees have had under consideration the
following measure and report same back with the following recommendation:

H.B.No.99: [IHL Board; delete repealer on authority to oversee certain
construction projects funded by state general obligation bonds. Title Sufficient. Do Pass.

BOYD, Chairman
HARKINS, Chairman

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORTATION

Mr. President: The above-named committee has had under consideration the
following measures and reports same back with the following recommendations:

H. B. No. 150: Concrete and solid waste vehicles; increase maximum gross
vehicle weight of. Title Sufficient. Do Pass.

H. B. No. 580: "Medal of Honor Trail"; designate portion of Interstate 22 and U.S.
Highway 78 within the State of Mississippi as. Title Sufficient. Do Pass As Amended.

H. B. No. 638: MS Transportation Commission; authorize to delegate authority to
enter into supplemental agreements for expenditures not exceeding $250,000. Title
Sufficient. Do Pass.
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H. B. No. 854: Memorial highways; designate segment of MS Hwy 19 South in
Neshoba County as the "MSgt. Bridgette R. Horn Memorial Highway." Title Sufficient. Do
Pass.

H. B. No. 909: Memorial highways; designate a segment of MS Hwy 9 South in
Pontotoc County as the "Meaghan Bedford Reed Memorial Highway". Title Sufficient. Do
Pass.

H. B. No. 1227: Memorial bridge; designate the Strong River Bridge in Simpson
County as the Badger-Malone-Igleharte Memorial Bridge." Title Sufficient. Do Pass.

H. B. No. 1245: Memorial highways; designate various segments of public
roadway as upon certain conditions. Title Sufficient. Do Pass As Amended.

H. B. No. 1541: Memorial highways; designate a segment of Hwy 366 in Prentiss
County as the "Houston 'Dale’' Kennedy Memorial Highway." Title Sufficient. Do Pass.

YOUNGER, Chairman

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON COUNTY AFFAIRS

Mr. President: The above-named committee has had under consideration the
following measure and reports same back with the following recommendation:

H. B. No. 1424: Local office space for Child Protection Services provided by board
of supervisors; require to be adequate and habitable. Title Sufficient. Do Pass.

SIMMONS (12TH), Chairman

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

Mr. President: The above-named committee has had under consideration the
following measure and reports same back with the following recommendation:

H. B. No. 246: 16th section land; authorize local school board to grant an
extension to holder of a long-term lease in good standing. Title Sufficient. Do Pass As
Amended.

DEBAR, Chairman

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON ELECTIONS

Mr. President: The above-named committee has had under consideration the
following measures and reports same back with the following recommendations:

H. B. No. 177: In-person absentee voting; authorize to be conducted using OMR
equipment. Title Sufficient. Do Pass As Amended.

H. B. No. 811: Candidate qualifications; revise process for. Title Sufficient. Do
Pass As Amended.
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ENGLAND, Chairman

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS

Mr. President: The above-named committee has had under consideration the
following measures and reports same back with the following recommendations:

H. B. No. 1074: Electronic Government Services Fund and Electronic
Government Oversight Committee; bring forward sections that created. Title Sufficient.
Do Pass As Amended.

H. B. No. 1129:  Education Enhancement Fund; school district educational
facilities loan repayments shall be made to DFA and deposited into. Title Sufficient. Do
Pass As Amended.

HOPSON, Chairman

REPORT OF COMMITTEES ON
ECONOMIC AND WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT AND APPROPRIATIONS

Mr. President: The above-named committees have had under consideration the
following measure and report same back with the following recommendation:

H. B. No. 1414: Workforce Enhancement Training Fund; revise administration of
and make technical changes to. Title Sufficient. Do Pass.

SPARKS, Chairman
HOPSON, Chairman

REPORT OF COMMITTEES ON
EDUCATION AND APPROPRIATIONS

Mr. President: The above-named committees have had under consideration the
following measure and report same back with the following recommendation:

H. B. No. 1630: "Mississippi Student Funding Formula"; revise to clarify certain
provisions related to. Title Sufficient. Do Pass As Amended.

DEBAR, Chairman
HOPSON, Chairman

REPORT OF COMMITTEES ON
INSURANCE AND APPROPRIATIONS

Mr. President: The above-named committees have had under consideration the
following measure and report same back with the following recommendation:

H. B. No. 1567: Fire trucks and fire funds; bring forward code sections related to.
Title Sufficient. Do Pass.



SENATE JOURNAL 895
TUESDAY, MARCH 4, 2025

MICHEL, Chairman
HOPSON, Chairman

REPORT OF COMMITTEES ON
JUDICIARY, DIVISION A AND APPROPRIATIONS

Mr. President: The above-named committees have had under consideration the
following measures and report same back with the following recommendations:

H. B. No. 624: Criminal investigators; increase salaries of. Title Sufficient. Do
Pass.

H. B. No. 1459: CCID; authorize Supreme Court Justice to appoint full-time and
part-time judges. Title Sufficient. Do Pass As Amended.

H. B. No. 848: Opioid Settlement Fund Committee; create to disburse opioid
litigation settlement monies. Title Sufficient. Do Pass As Amended.

H. B. No. 1509: District Attorneys; revise salaries to certain amount below
chancery and circuit courts. Title Sufficient. Do Pass.

WIGGINS, Chairman
HOPSON, Chairman

REPORT OF COMMITTEES ON
PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELFARE AND APPROPRIATIONS

Mr. President: The above-named committees have had under consideration the
following measure and report same back with the following recommendation:

H. B. No. 807: Mental health; establish Division of Autism Services within
Department of Mental Health. Title Sufficient. Do Pass.

BRYAN, Chairman
HOPSON, Chairman

REPORT OF COMMITTEES ON
TECHNOLOGY AND APPROPRIATIONS

Mr. President: The above-named committees have had under consideration the
following measure and report same back with the following recommendation:

H. B. No. 1491: Cloud Center of Excellence; establish for phased-in cloud
computing and storage by state agencies and governing authorities. Title Sufficient. Do
Pass As Amended.

DELANO, Chairman
HOPSON, Chairman
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MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE
Mr. President: | am directed by the House of Representatives to inform the Senate
that the House has PASSED AND TRANSMITS herewith the following WITH
ACCOMPANYING AMENDMENT:

S. B. No. 2768: Judicial redistricting; revise provisions related to chancery and
circuit courts.

Andrew Ketchings, Clerk of the House of Representatives

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON MEDICAID

Mr. President: The above-named committee has had under consideration the
following measure and reports same back with the following recommendation:

H. B. No. 662: Medicaid; revise criteria for presumptive eligibility for pregnant
women to conform to federal laws and regulations. Title Sufficient. Do Pass.

BLACKWELL, Chairman

REPORT OF COMMITTEES ON
ECONOMIC AND WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT AND APPROPRIATIONS

Mr. President: The above-named committees have had under consideration the
following measure and report same back with the following recommendation:

H. B. No. 302: State Workforce Investment Board; require to create, through Office
of Workforce Development, list of certain industry certifications. Title Sufficient. Do Pass
As Amended.

SPARKS, Chairman
HOPSON, Chairman

REPORT OF COMMITTEES ON
UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES AND ECONOMIC AND WORKFORCE
DEVELOPMENT

Mr. President: The above-named committees have had under consideration the
following measure and report same back with the following recommendation:

H. B. No. 1555: MS Curriculum Alignment Task Force; create. Title Sufficient. Do
Pass As Amended.

BOYD, Chairman
SPARKS, Chairman

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELFARE
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Mr. President: The above-named committee has had under consideration the
following measures and reports same back with the following recommendations:

H. B. No. 569: CON; revise conditions for long-term care hospital in Harrison
County to allow participation in Medicaid. Title Sufficient. Do Pass As Amended.

H. B. No. 856: Pharmacy Practice Act; extend repealer on. Title Sufficient. Do
Pass As Amended.

H. B. No. 1062: Dental hygienists; authorize to provide services to patients under
the general supervision of dentists under certain conditions. Title Sufficient. Do Pass As
Amended.

H. B. No. 1077: Kratom products; prohibit sale to persons under 21. Title
Sufficient. Do Pass As Amended.

H. B. No. 1123: Pharmacy benefit managers and pharmacy services
administrative organizations; provide certain regulations for. Title Sufficient. Do Pass As
Amended.

BRYAN, Chairman

REPORT OF COMMITTEES ON
PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELFARE AND APPROPRIATIONS

Mr. President: The above-named committees have had under consideration the
following measure and report same back with the following recommendation:

H. B. No. 1402: Vital records; fees for certain may be used by Board of Health for
public health programs. Title Sufficient. Do Pass As Amended.

BRYAN, Chairman
HOPSON, Chairman

Senator Blackmon, joined by all members of the Mississippi State Senate, moved
that when the Senate adjourns, it adjourn in memory of Former Speaker Pro Tempore of
the Mississippi House of Representatives Robert George Clark, Jr. of Holmes County,
MS.

Senator Blackwell moved that when the Senate adjourns, it adjourn in memory of
Lena W. Buerkle of Germantown, TN.

Senator Seymour moved that when the Senate adjourns, it adjourn in memory of
Charles "Sonny" E. Weems, Jr. and David Carson Austin of Biloxi, MS.

Senator Berry moved that when the Senate adjourns, it adjourn in memory of
Barbara Carol Smith of Mendenhall, MS.
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Senators Berry and Turner-Ford moved that when the Senate adjourns, it adjourn
in memory of William Allen Flynt of West Point, MS.

Senator Thomas moved that when the Senate adjourns, it adjourn in memory of
Lorina Jackson of Yazoo City, MS.

Senator Blackwell moved that the Senate stand in recess until the last committee
report is filed or until 8:00 PM, at which time the Senate would then adjourn until 10:00
AM, Wednesday, March 5, 2025.

The motion prevailed, and at 3:59 PM, the Senate stood in recess.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON RULES

Mr. President: The above-named committee has had under consideration the
following measure and reports same back with the following recommendation:

J. R. No. 1: MS House of Representatives; revise composition of Districts 16, 22,
36, 39 and 41. Title Sufficient. Do Be Adopted.

KIRBY, Chairman

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY, DIVISION A

Mr. President: The above-named committee has had under consideration the
following measures and reports same back with the following recommendations:

H. B. No. 162: Justice Court; revise filing fees. Title Sufficient. Do Pass As
Amended.

H. B. No. 1200: "Real Property Owners Protection Act"; create. Title Sufficient.
Do Pass.

H. B. No. 1387: Kinship payments for foster children; revise who may be paid.
Title Sufficient. Do Pass.

H. B. No. 1442: Conservatorship; revise required certificates for respondents in
the State Hospital at the time of the petition. Title Sufficient. Do Pass As Amended.

H. B. No. 1547:  Consumer Protection Act; exempt certain pharmaceutical
distributors from. Title Sufficient. Do Pass As Amended.

H. B. No. 1063: MS State Employees Paid Parental Leave Act; create. Title
Sufficient. Do Pass As Amended.

H. B. No. 1197: The Safe Solicitation Act; create to regulate issuance of solicitation
permits. Title Sufficient. Do Pass.

H. B. No. 599: Internet; create civil liability for distribution of child pornography and
obscene matter by commercial entities. Title Sufficient. Do Pass As Amended.
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WIGGINS, Chairman

REPORT OF COMMITTEES ON
JUDICIARY, DIVISION A AND APPROPRIATIONS

Mr. President: The above-named committees have had under consideration the
following measure and report same back with the following recommendation:

H. B. No. 1366: Judicial office allowance and court fees; revise. Title Sufficient.
Do Pass As Amended.

WIGGINS, Chairman
HOPSON, Chairman

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY, DIVISION B

Mr. President: The above-named committee has had under consideration the
following measure and reports same back with the following recommendation:

H. B. No. 565: Board on Law Enforcement Officer Standards and Training; require
law enforcement agencies to report terminated officers to. Title Sufficient. Do Pass As
Amended.

FILLINGANE, Chairman

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS

Mr. President: The Committee on Enrolled Bills has found correctly enrolled the
following entitled measure and now presents it for your signature:

S. B. No. 2359: AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 47-7-2, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF

1972, TO PROVIDE THAT THE TERM "TECHNICAL VIOLATION" RELATED TO

PAROLE SUPERVISION SHALL NOT INCLUDE A PLEA OR SENTENCE IN AN
INTERVENTION COURT; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

David Jordan, Chairman

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON ACCOUNTABILITY, EFFICIENCY, TRANSPARENCY

Mr. President: The above-named committee has had under consideration the
following measures and reports same back with the following recommendations:

H. B. No. 13: Community and junior colleges; authorize to administer certain
construction and maintenance contracts and exempt from DFA oversight. Title Sufficient.
Do Pass As Amended.

H. B. No. 186: Energy efficiency service public contracts; extend repealer on. Title
Sufficient. Do Pass.
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H. B. No. 767: Grand Gulf Military Monument Commission; revise composition of.
Title Sufficient. Do Pass.

H. B. No. 924: Creating Logic for Efficiency and Accountability (CLEAR) Act;
create. Title Sufficient. Do Pass As Amended.

H. B. No. 1293: Pat Harrison Waterway District; revise eligibility criteria for
appointment to board of directors. Title Sufficient. Do Pass.

H. B. No. 917: Public Records Act; exempt certain records containing client
information concerning development projects. Title Sufficient. Do Pass.

H. B. No. 958: Department of Information Technology Services; revise certain
provisions relating to acquisition of technology services. Title Sufficient. Do Pass As
Amended.

PARKER, Chairman

REPORT OF COMMITTEES ON
JUDICIARY, DIVISION B AND ACCOUNTABILITY, EFFICIENCY, TRANSPARENCY

Mr. President: The above-named committees have had under consideration the
following measure and report same back with the following recommendation:

H. B. No. 1338: Unmarked vehicles; revise provisions that regulate. Title
Sufficient. Do Pass As Amended.

FILLINGANE, Chairman
PARKER, Chairman

REPORT OF COMMITTEES ON
PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELFARE AND ACCOUNTABILITY, EFFICIENCY,
TRANSPARENCY

Mr. President: The above-named committees have had under consideration the
following measure and report same back with the following recommendation:

H. B. No. 1094: Department of Health; exempt certain contracts relating to the
Public Health Lab from PPRB approval. Title Sufficient. Do Pass.

BRYAN, Chairman
PARKER, Chairman

Pursuant to adjournment motion previously adopted, the Senate stood adjourned
at 5:05 PM in memory of Lena W. Buerkle, Charles "Sonny" E. Weems, Jr., David Carson
Austin, Robert George Clark, Jr., Barbara Carol Smith, William Allen Flynt and Lorina
Jackson.

Amanda Frusha White, Secretary of the Senate
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INTRODUCTIONS FOR TUESDAY, MARCH 4, 2025

S. B. No. 3263: Local and Private

AN ACT TO AMEND CHAPTER 935, LOCAL AND PRIVATE LAWS OF 2019,
WHICH AUTHORIZES THE GOVERNING AUTHORITIES OF THE CITY OF GAUTIER,
MISSISSIPPI, TO ENTER INTO LONG-TERM AGREEMENTS RELATED TO THE
FINANCING AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE SINGING RIVER MALL SITE AND
RELATED ANCILLARY FACILITIES, TO INCLUDE ADDITIONAL PARCEL NUMBERS IN
THE DEFINITION OF "SINGING RIVER MALL SITE"; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.
By Senator(s) Wiggins

S. B. No. 3264: Local and Private

AN ACT TO AMEND CHAPTER 934, LOCAL AND PRIVATE LAWS OF 2022, TO
EXTEND THE REPEALER ON THE LAW AUTHORIZING THE GOVERNING
AUTHORITIES OF THE CITY OF OLIVE BRANCH, MISSISSIPPI, TO LEVY ATAX UPON
THE GROSS SALES OF HOTELS AND MOTELS DERIVED FROM ROOM RENTALS
FOR THE PURPOSES OF TOURISM AND PARKS AND RECREATION, PROVIDING
FOR AN ELECTION ON WHETHER THE TAX MAY BE LEVIED, AND, FOR THE
PURPOSES OF TOURISM AND PARKS AND RECREATION, AUTHORIZING THE CITY
TO ISSUE GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS OR INCUR OTHER INDEBTEDNESS IN
AN AGGREGATE PRINCIPAL AMOUNT NOT IN EXCESS OF AN AMOUNT FOR WHICH
DEBT SERVICE IS CAPABLE OF BEING FUNDED BY THE PROCEEDS OF THE
SPECIAL SALES TAX LEVIED UNDER THIS ACT; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.
By Senator(s) Blackwell

S. R. No. 68: Rules

A RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING SENATOR ANGELA TURNER FORD UPON
HER RECEIPT OF THE COALITION ON ADULT BASIC EDUCATION (COABE) 2024
LEGISLATIVE CHAMPION AWARD AND COMMEND HER DISTINGUISHED
LEADERSHIP AND SUPPORT FOR ADULT EDUCATION IN MISSISSIPPI.
By Senator(s) Rhodes, Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd,
Brumfield, Bryan, Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane,
Frazier, Harkins, Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner,
McCaughn, McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Parks, Polk, Robinson,
Seymour, Simmons (12th), Simmons (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, Thompson,
Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger

S. R. No. 69: Rules

A RESOLUTION COMMENDING AND CONGRATULATING SHELBY MCEWEN
FROM ABBEVILLE, MISSISSIPPI, FOR HIS OUTSTANDING TRACK-AND-FIELD
CAREER AND FOR TYING FOR THE GOLD MEDAL IN AN EPIC HIGH JUMP FINAL IN
THE 2024 SUMMER OLYMPICS.
By Senator(s) Boyd

S. R. No. 70: Rules

A RESOLUTION COMMENDING AND CONGRATULATING FORMER OLE MISS
TRACK-AND-FIELD STAR AND OXFORD NATIVE SAM KENDRICKS FOR EARNING A
SILVER MEDAL IN THE MEN'S POLE VAULT EVENT AT THE 2024 OLYMPICS IN PARIS
AND FOR HIS OUTSTANDING NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP CAREER.
By Senator(s) Boyd

S. R. No. 71: Rules

A RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING THE OUTSTANDING CULTURAL
ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF THE MISSISSIPPI SONGWRITERS ALLIANCE OVER THE
LAST 15 YEARS AND WELCOMING REPRESENTATIVES OF THIS ASSOCIATION TO
THE FLOOR OF THE SENATE.
By Senator(s) Tate, McCaughn
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S. R. No. 72: Rules

A RESOLUTION COMMENDING AND CONGRATULATING THE NORTHWEST
RANKIN HIGH SCHOOL LADY COUGARS SOCCER TEAM AND COACH CARLILITTLE
FOR MAKING SCHOOL HISTORY BY WINNING BACK-TO-BACK MHSAA CLASS 7A
STATE CHAMPIONSHIPS.
By Senator(s) Harkins

S. R. No. 73: Rules

A RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING THE PRESBYTERIAN CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
BLUE BLAZE DRILL TEAM AND COACH ARRIELLE BRANNING FOR THEIR
NATIONAL PLACEMENT IN THE 2025 UDA NATIONAL DANCE TEAM CHAMPIONSHIP
AND FOR THEIR STATE TOURNAMENT ACHIEVEMENTS.
By Senator(s) Johnson

S. R. No. 74: Rules

A RESOLUTION TO COMMEMORATE THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
STATE GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS COUNCIL (SGAC) AND COMMEND ITS MISSION.
By Senator(s) Kirby

FIFTY-EIGHTH DAY, WEDNESDAY, MARCH 5, 2025
The Senate met at 10:00 AM pursuant to adjournment, President Hosemann presiding.
The roll being called the following Senators answered to their names:

Present--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield,
Bryan, Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier,
Harkins, Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner,
McCaughn, McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Parks, Polk, Rhodes,
Robinson, Seymour, Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate,
Thomas, Thompson, Turner-Ford, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger. Total--51.

Absent--Total--None.

Vacancies--1.

The Secretary announced a quorum present.

The invocation was delivered by Pastor Robert Green, Senior Pastor, Fondren
Church, Jackson, MS.

Senator Harkins led the Senate in the recitation of the oath of allegiance to the flag
of the United States of America.

On motion of Senator Blackwell, the reading of the journal of the previous day was
dispensed with, and the same stood approved.

INTRODUCTION OF SENATE BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS:
The measures introduced were read under a suspension of the rules, referred to
committees, and are listed after adjournment on this date.
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS

Mr. President: The Committee on Enrolled Bills has found correctly enrolled the
following entitled measures and now presents them for your signature:

S. B. No. 2002: AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 19-5-22, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF
1972, TO AUTHORIZE A BOARD OF SUPERVISORS TO DESIGNATE FROM AMONG
ITS OWN MEMBERSHIP, FROM THE STAFF OF THE COUNTY, OR SOME OTHER
QUALIFIED, IMPARTIAL, AND DISINTERESTED PERSON TO SERVE AS HEARING
OFFICER IN DISPUTES REGARDING DELINQUENT SOLID WASTE FEES; AND FOR
RELATED PURPOSES.

S. B. No. 2050: AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 47-5-1015, MISSISSIPPI CODE
OF 1972, TO EXTEND THE DATE OF THE REPEALER ON THE INTENSIVE
SUPERVISION PROGRAM AND ELECTRONIC HOME DETENTION; TO AMEND
SECTION 47-5-1011, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO MAKE A SPELLING
CORRECTION; TO BRING FORWARD SECTIONS 47-5-1001 THROUGH 47-5-1009,
SECTION 47-5-1013 AND SECTION 47-5-1014, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, WHICH
PROVIDE FOR AN INTENSIVE SUPERVISION PROGRAM AND ELECTRONIC HOME
DETENTION UNDER THE MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS, FOR THE
PURPOSE OF POSSIBLE AMENDMENT; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

S. B. No. 2243: AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 47-5-1211, MISSISSIPPI CODE
OF 1972, TO PROVIDE THAT THE NEGOTIATED PRIVATE PRISON CONTRACT RATE
FOR CORRECTIONAL SERVICES SHALL BE BASED UPON INMATE
CLASSIFICATION AND NOT A FLAT RATE; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

S. B. No. 2412: AN ACT TO AMEND SECTIONS 83-6-1, 83-6-3, 83-6-5, 83-6-7,
83-6-21 AND 83-6-29 TO INCLUDE NAIC GROUP CAPITAL CALCULATION AND
LIQUIDITY STRESS TEST REQUIREMENTS IN THE INSURANCE HOLDING
COMPANY ACT; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

David Jordan, Chairman

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON RULES

Mr. President: The above-named committee has had under consideration the
following measures and reports same back with the following recommendations:

S.R.No.57: Salute Mississippi Poll Workers who have served over 50
consecutive years as the "Frontline of Democracy." Title Sufficient. Do Be Adopted.

S.R.No.58: Commend Mississippi Loggers Association "2024 National
Champion Volunteer of the Year" Roy Holder. Title Sufficient. Do Be Adopted.

S. R. No. 59: Commend Kirk Academy Girls and Boys Cross-Country Teams for
historic sweep of 4A State Championships. Title Sufficient. Do Be Adopted.

S. R. No. 60: Extend congratulations of Mississippi Senate to Philadelphia Eagles
Running Back Kenneth Gainwell for Super Bowl Championship. Title Sufficient. Do Be
Adopted.

S. R. No. 61: Commend West Jones High School Seastangs Swim Team for
second consecutive State Championship. Title Sufficient. Do Be Adopted.

S. R. No. 62: Extend congratulations of Mississippi Senate to Philadelphia Eagles
Cornerback Darius Slay, Jr., for Super Bowl Championship. Title Sufficient. Do Be
Adopted.
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S. R. No. 63: Commend the life of Black Hawk pilot U.S. Army Warrant Officer
Andrew Loyd Eaves. Title Sufficient. Do Be Adopted.

S. R. No. 64: Congratulate JSU Dr. Byron D'Andra Orey upon his election as
President of the Southern Political Science Association (SPSAA). Title Sufficient. Do Be
Adopted.

S. R. No. 66: Extend condolences of Senate on the passing of legendary Alcorn
State University Tennis Coach Anthony Bruce Dodgen. Title Sufficient. Do Be Adopted.

S.R.No. 67: Commemorate the 150th Anniversary of Mississippi Dental
Association. Title Sufficient. Do Be Adopted.

S. R. No. 68: Recognize Senator Angela Turner Ford for COABE 2024 Legislative
Champion Award. Title Sufficient. Do Be Adopted.

S. R. No. 69: Commend Shelby McEwen from Abbeville, Mississippi, for epic high
jump final in the 2024 Summer Olympics. Title Sufficient. Do Be Adopted.

S. R. No. 70: Commend former Ole Miss Track-and-Field Star Sam Kendricks for
earning Silver Medal in men's pole vault at 2024 Olympics. Title Sufficient. Do Be
Adopted.

S. R. No. 71: Recognize outstanding cultural accomplishments of the Mississippi
Songwriters Alliance. Title Sufficient. Do Be Adopted.

S. R. No. 72:  Commend Northwest Rankin High School Girls Soccer Team for
winning consecutive Class 7A State Championships. Title Sufficient. Do Be Adopted.

S. R. No. 73: Recognize Presbyterian Christian School Blue Blaze Drill Team for
2025 National Dance Team Championship placement. Title Sufficient. Do Be Adopted.

S. R. No. 74: Commemorate 50th Anniversary of the State Government Affairs
Council (SGAC). Title Sufficient. Do Be Adopted.

H. C. R. No. 45: Gracelynn Batte; commend for representing the United States in
Taekwondo at UTA Competition. Title Sufficient. Do Be Adopted.

H. C. R. No. 46: Charlie Kemp; commend distinguished career as a Mississippi
and American race car driving legend. Title Sufficient. Do Be Adopted.

H. C. R. No. 47: Purvis High School Volleyball Team; commend and congratulate
on winning MHSAA Class 4A State Championship. Title Sufficient. Do Be Adopted.

H. C. R. No. 48: Gold Star Father's Day; observe and recognize November 9,
2025 as. Title Sufficient. Do Be Adopted.

H. C. R. No. 49: Verna R. Taylor; commend upon retirement as an assistant
professor from Jackson State University. Title Sufficient. Do Be Adopted.

H. C. R. No. 50: Heidelberg Mayor David Taylor II; commend life and legacy upon
his passing. Title Sufficient. Do Be Adopted.

H.C.R. No.51: Northwest Mississippi Community College Dance Team;
commend upon winning back-to-back national championships in Open Hip-Hop Division.
Title Sufficient. Do Be Adopted.
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H. C. R. No.52:  Northwest Mississippi Community College Cheer Team;
commend upon winning multiple national championships at UCA Nationals. Title
Sufficient. Do Be Adopted.

H. C. R. No. 53: Jerry Sims; commend for exceptional success in business and
outstanding legacy in track and field at Alcorn State University. Title Sufficient. Do Be
Adopted.

KIRBY, Chairman

Senator Hopson called up the following entitled bill:

H. B. No. 1074: Electronic Government Services Fund and Electronic Government
Oversight Committee; bring forward sections that created.

Senator Hopson offered the following COMMITTEE AMENDMENT NO. 1.

Amend by striking all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the
following:

SECTION 1. Section 25-53-151, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows:

25-53-151. (1) There is established in the State Treasury the "Electronic
Government Services Fund," into which shall be deposited specific funds appropriated by
the Legislature for developing and providing electronic government services within the
State of Mississippi. Any funds in the Electronic Government Services Fund at the end of
a fiscal year shall not lapse into the State General Fund, but shall be available for
expenditure in the subsequent fiscal year. The funds in the Electronic Government Fund
shall be available for expenditure pursuant to specific appropriation by the Legislature
beginning in fiscal year 2002, to the Mississippi Department of Information Technology
Services.

(2) There is hereby established an Electronic Government Oversight Committee
to oversee the implementation of E-Government and related technology initiatives. Duties
of this committee would include: (a) prioritize and make recommendations for all
electronic government services, in order to cut across state and local governmental
organizational structures; (b) address policy issues such as privacy, security, transaction
fees and accessibility; (c) review ongoing fiscal and operational management and support
of portal; (d) provide a mechanism for gathering input from citizens, businesses and
government entities; (e) encourage self-service models for citizens through state websites
and other electronic services; and (f) promote economic development and efficient
delivery of government services by encouraging governmental and private sector entities
to conduct their business and transactions using electronic media. The Electronic
Government Oversight Committee shall be composed of the following: (a) the Executive
Director of the Mississippi Department of Information Technology Services, or his
designee;

(b) the State Auditor, or his designee; (c) the State Treasurer, or his designee; (d) the
Secretary of State, or his designee; (e) the Executive Director of the Department of
Finance and Administration, or his designee; (f) the Commissioner of Public Safety, or his
designee; (g) the Commissioner of Revenue, or his designee; (h) the Executive Director
of the Mississippi Department of Wildlife, Fisheries and Parks or his designee; (i) the
Executive Director of the Department of Archives and History or his/her designee. The
committee shall annually elect one (1) member to serve as chairman and one (1) member
to serve as vice chairman, who shall act as chairman in the absence of the chairman. The
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committee shall meet monthly or upon the call of the chairman, and shall make necessary
reports and recommendations to the Legislature and the appropriate agencies of state
government. All agencies of state government shall cooperate with the committee in
providing requested information, shall work closely with and provide information to the
committee and shall report to the committee at its request. The Mississippi Department
of Information Technology Services shall provide administrative support for the committee.
Nonlegislative members of the committee shall serve without compensation.

(3) The Electronic Government Oversight Committee shall advise and provide
direction to the Department of Finance and Administration to develop a procurement portal
that will enable potential vendors of goods and services to access relevant and necessary
information related to the sale of the following types of goods and services to the State of
Mississippi and its agencies:

(@) Commodities, as defined by Section 31-7-1;
(b) Contract personnel, as defined by Sections 25-9-107 and 25-9-120; and
(c) Computer equipment and services, as defined by Section 25-53-3.

(4) The procurement portal provided for in subsection (3) must provide potential
vendors with the following:

(a) A searchable database of business procurement opportunities with the
state which includes a breakdown by product or service and by the organization seeking
the product or service;

(b) Listings of the published date and closing date for each business
procurement opportunity;

(c) A "Frequently Asked Questions" section regarding doing business with
the respective agencies;

(d) A breakdown of "Frequently Asked Questions" regarding the selection
process with the respective agencies;

(e) An open-air forum for questions and answers relating to the procurement
process, in general, as well as specifically relating to a single contract; and

(f) Links to individual agency websites and contacts to enable potential
vendors to obtain more specific information, if necessary.

(5) The procurement portal must be linked to the Transparency Mississippi website
established in accordance with Sections 27-104-151 through 27-104-163. The Mississippi
Department of Information Technology Services shall develop and maintain a link to the
procurement portal from the state website.

From and after July 1, 2018, the expenses of this agency shall be defrayed by
appropriation from the State General Fund. In addition, in order to receive the maximum
use and benefit from information technology and services, expenses for the provision of
statewide shared services that facilitate cost-effective information processing and
telecommunication solutions shall be defrayed by pass-through funding and shall be
deposited into the Mississippi Department of Information Technology Services Revolving
Fund unless otherwise specified by the Legislature. These funds shall only be utilized to
pay the actual costs incurred by the Mississippi Department of Information Technology
Services for providing these shared services to state agencies. Furthermore, state
agencies shall work in full cooperation with the Board of the Mississippi Department of
Information Technology Services (MDITS) to identify computer equipment or services to



SENATE JOURNAL 907
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 5, 2025

minimize duplication, reduce costs, and improve the efficiency of providing common
technology services across agency boundaries.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from and after July 1, 2025.

Further, amend by striking the title in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof the
following:

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 25-53-151, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO ADD
ADDITIONAL MEMBERS TO THE THE ELECTRONIC GOVERNMENT OVERSIGHT
COMMITTEE; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

Committee Amendment No. 1 to H. B. No. 1074 was adopted.

YEAS AND NAYS On H. B. No. 1074. On motion of Senator Hopson, the rules
were suspended, the bill considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and
nays being taken, it passed as amended, title standing as stated, by the following vote:

Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan,
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins,
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn,
McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Parks, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson,
Seymour, Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas,
Thompson, Turner-Ford, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger. Total--51.

Nays--None.

Absent and those not voting----None.

Vacancies--1.

Senator Harkins called up the following entitled bill:

H. B. No. 920: Distinctive motor vehicle license tag; authorize issuance to
supporters of the Declaration of Independence Center for the Study of American Freedom.

Senator Harkins offered the following COMMITTEE AMENDMENT NO. 1.
AMEND on line 126 by inserting the following before the period:

, and shall stand repealed on June 30, 2025

Committee Amendment No. 1 to H. B. No. 920 was adopted.

YEAS AND NAYS On H. B. No. 920. On motion of Senator Harkins, the rules were
suspended, the bill considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and nays
being taken, it passed as amended, title standing as stated, by the following vote:

Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan,
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins,
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn,
McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Parks, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson,
Seymour, Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas,
Thompson, Turner-Ford, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger. Total--51.

Nays--None.



908 SENATE JOURNAL
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 5, 2025

Absent and those not voting----None.
Vacancies--1.

Senator Harkins called up the following entitled bill:

H. B. No. 1196: Local governments and rural water systems improvements
revolving loan and grant program; authorize Pearl River Valley Water Supply District to
participate.

YEAS AND NAYS On H. B. No. 1196. On motion of Senator Harkins, the rules
were suspended, the bill considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and
nays being taken, it passed, title standing as stated, by the following vote:

Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan,
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins,
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn,
McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Parks, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson,
Seymour, Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas,
Thompson, Turner-Ford, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger. Total--51.

Nays--None.

Absent and those not voting----None.

Vacancies--1.

Senator Kirby called up the following entitled resolution:

J. R. No. 1: MS House of Representatives; revise composition of Districts 16, 22,
36, 39 and 41.

YEAS AND NAYS On J.R. No. 1. On motion of Senator Kirby, the rules were
suspended, the resolution considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and
nays being taken, it was adopted, title standing as stated, by the following vote:

Yeas--Barnett, Berry, Blackwell, Boyd, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, Delano,
Fillingane, Harkins, Hopson, Johnson, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, Michel, Parker, Parks,
Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, Seymour, Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thompson, Turner-Ford, Whaley,
Williams, Younger. Total--30.

Nays--Blackmon, Blount, Butler, Frazier, Hickman, Hill, Jackson, Jordan,
McLendon, Norwood, Simmons S. (13th), Thomas. Total--12.

Absent and those not voting--Barrett, Bryan, McMahan. Total--3.

Vacancies--1.

Senator Brumfield, who would have voted nay on J. R. No. 1, announced a pair
with Senator Carter, who would have voted yea.

Senator Wiggins, who would have voted yea on J. R. No. 1, announced a pair with
Senator Simmons D. T. (12th), who would have voted nay.

Senator England, who would have voted yea on J. R. No. 1, announced a pair with
Senator Horhn, who would have voted nay.

Senator Fillingane called up the following entitled bill:
H. B. No. 861: Sexual offense; provide immunity for reporting.

Senator Hill offered the following COMMITTEE AMENDMENT NO. 1.
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Amend by striking all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the
following:

SECTION 1. Section 97-31-55, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows:

97-31-55. (1) The following words shall have the meanings described herein,
unless the context otherwise indicates:

(a) "Person" means a victim of or a witness to a sexual offense.

(b) "Sexual offense" means any alleged violation of Section 97-3-65,
97-3-95, 97-5-23, 97-5-24, 97-5-41, 97-29-3 or 97-29-7, whether or not a civil or criminal
action arises as a result of the alleged violation.

(***2) A peace officer shall not issue a citation, take a person into custody, or
make an arrest, based solely on the commission of an offense involving alcohol if the
peace officer, after making a reasonable determination and considering the facts and
surrounding circumstances, reasonably believes that all of the following apply:

(a) The peace officer has contact with the person because the person acting
in good faith requested:

(i) Emergency medical assistance for an individual who reasonably
appeared to be in need of medical assistance due to alcohol consumption and the person
did not illegally provide alcohol to the individual * * *; or

(ii) Assistance from a medical provider or a law enforcement officer
for a sexual offense or sought to report a sexual offense;

(b) The person:

(i) Provided his full name and any other relevant information
requested by the peace officer; and

(i) For persons under paragraph (a)(i) of this subsection,

1. Remained at the scene with the individual who reasonably
appeared to be in need of medical assistance due to alcohol consumption until emergency
medical assistance arrived; and

***2  Cooperated with emergency medical assistance
personnel and peace officers at the scene; and

(c) The evidence for an offense involving alcohol was obtained as a result
of the individual's actions under subsection (2)(a) of this section.

(***3) A person who meets the criteria of subsection ( * * *2) of this section shall
be immune from criminal prosecution for any offense related solely to the possession and
consumption of alcohol.

(4) A person's pretrial release, probation, supervised release, or parole shall not
be revoked based on an incident for which the person would be immune from prosecution
under subsection (3) of this section.

(***5) A person shall not initiate or maintain an action against a peace officer or
the employing state agency or political subdivision based on the officer's compliance or
failure to comply with this section.



910 SENATE JOURNAL
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 5, 2025

SECTION 2. Section 41-29-149.1, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as
follows:

41-29-149.1. (1) This section shall be known as the "Mississippi Medical
Emergency Good Samaritan * * * and Aid to Sexual Offense Victim Reporting Act."

(2) As used in this section, the following words shall have the meanings ascribed:

(a) "Drug overdose" means an acute condition, including, but not limited to,
extreme physical illness, decreased level of consciousness, respiratory depression,
coma, mania, or death, resulting from the consumption or use of a controlled substance
or dangerous drug in violation of this chapter or that a layperson would reasonably believe
to be resulting from the consumption or use of a controlled substance or dangerous drug
for which medical assistance is required.

(b) "Drug violation" means:

(i) A violation of Section 41-29-139 for possession of a controlled
substance if the aggregate weight, including any mixture, is less than four (4) grams of a
solid substance, less than twenty (20) dosage units, less than one (1) milliliter of liquid
substance, or, if the substance is placed onto a secondary medium, has a combined
weight of less than four (4) grams;

(ii) A violation of Section 41-29-139 for possession of thirty (30)
grams or less of marijuana or ten (10) grams or less of synthetic cannabinoids; or

(iii) Aviolation of Section 41-29-139(d)(2) relating to possession and
use of paraphernalia.

(c) "Medical assistance” means aid provided to a person experiencing or
believed to be experiencing a drug overdose by a health care professional who is licensed,
registered, or certified under the laws of this state and who, acting within the lawful scope
of practice, may provide diagnosis, treatment, or emergency services relative to the
overdose.

(d) "Seeks medical assistance" means accesses or assists in accessing the
E-911 system or otherwise contacts or assists in contacting law enforcement or a poison
control center or provides care to a person experiencing or believed to be experiencing a
drug overdose while awaiting the arrival of medical assistance to aid the person.

(e) "Sexual offense" means any alleged violation of Section 97-3-65,
97-3-95, 97-5-23, 97-5-24, 97-5-41, 97-29-3 or 97-29-7, whether or not a civil or criminal
action arises as a result of the alleged violation.

(3) (a) Any person who in good faith seeks medical assistance for someone who
is experiencing a drug overdose shall not be arrested, charged, or prosecuted for a drug
violation if there is evidence that the person is under the influence of a controlled
substance or in possession of a controlled substance as referenced in subsection (2)(b)
of this section.

(b) Any person who is experiencing a drug overdose and, in good faith,
seeks medical assistance or is the subject of a request for medical assistance shall not
be arrested, charged, or prosecuted for a drug violation if there is evidence that the person
is under the influence of a controlled substance or in possession of a controlled substance
as referenced in subsection (2)(b) of this section.

(c) Any person who in good faith seeks medical assistance for or reports a
sexual offense shall not be arrested, charged, or prosecuted for a drug violation if there is
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evidence that the person is or was under the influence of a controlled substance or in
possession of a controlled substance as referenced in subsection (2)(b) of this section at
the time of the sexual offense or the request of assistance for or report of the sexual
offense.

(***d) A person shall also not be subject to, if related to the seeking of
medical assistance:

(i) Penalties for a violation of a permanent or temporary protective
order or restraining order;

(ii) Sanctions for a violation of a condition of pretrial release, condition
of probation, or condition of parole based on a drug violation; or

(i)  Forfeiture of property pursuant to Section 41-29-153 or
41-29-176 for a drug violation, except that prima facie contraband shall be subject to
forfeiture.

(4) Nothing in this section shall be construed:

(@) To limit the admissibility of any evidence in connection with the
investigation or prosecution of a crime with regard to a defendant who does not qualify for
the protections of subsection (3) of this section or with regard to other crimes committed
by a person who otherwise qualifies for protection pursuant to subsection (3) of this
section;

(b) To limit any seizure of evidence or contraband otherwise permitted by
law; and

(c) To limit or abridge the authority of a law enforcement officer to detain or
take into custody a person in the course of an investigation or to effectuate an arrest for
any offense except as provided in subsection (3) of this section.

(d) To apply to a person alleged to have committed the sexual offense
reported under subsection (3)(c) of this section.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from and after July 1, 2025.

Further, amend by striking the title in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof the
following:

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTIONS 97-31-55 AND 41-29-149.1, MISSISSIPPI CODE
OF 1972, TO PROVIDE IMMUNITY FOR THOSE WHO REPORT SEXUAL ABUSE; AND
FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

Committee Amendment No. 1 to H. B. No. 861 was adopted.

YEAS AND NAYS On H. B. No. 861. On motion of Senator Hill, the rules were
suspended, the bill considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and nays
being taken, it passed as amended, title standing as stated, by the following vote:

Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan,
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins,
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn,
McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Parks, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson,
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Seymour, Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas,
Thompson, Turner-Ford, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger. Total--51.

Nays--None.

Absent and those not voting----None.

Vacancies--1.

Senator Fillingane called up the following entitled bill:

H. B. No. 1614: Expungement; clarify for pardon and human trafficking
convictions.

Senator Sparks offered the following COMMITTEE AMENDMENT NO. 1.

Amend by striking all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the
following:

SECTION 1. Section 99-19-71, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows:

99-19-71. (1) Any person who has been convicted of a misdemeanor that is not a
traffic violation, and who is a first offender, may petition the justice, county, circuit or
municipal court in which the conviction was had for an order to expunge any such
conviction from all public records.

(2) (a) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, a person who has been
convicted of a felony and who has paid all criminal fines and costs of court imposed in the
sentence of conviction may petition the court in which the conviction was had for an order
to expunge one (1) conviction from all public records five (5) years after the successful
completion of all terms and conditions of the sentence for the conviction upon a hearing
as determined in the discretion of the court; however, a person is not eligible to expunge
a felony classified as:

(i) Acrime of violence as provided in Section 97-3-2;
(ii) Arson, first degree as provided in Sections 97-17-1 and 97-17-3;

(iii) Trafficking in controlled substances as provided in Section
41-29-139;

(iv) Athird, fourth or subsequent offense DUI as provided in Section
63-11-30(2)(c) and (2)(d);

(v) Felon in possession of a firearm as provided in Section 97-37-5;

(vi) Failure to register as a sex offender as provided in Section
45-33-33;

(vii) Voyeurism as provided in Section 97-29-61;
(viii) Witness intimidation as provided in Section 97-9-113,;

(ix) Abuse, neglect or exploitation of a vulnerable person as provided
in Section 43-47-19; * * *

x) Embezzlement as provided in Sections 97-11-25 and
97-23-19 * * *; or
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(xi) Promoting prostitution as provided in Section 97-29-51(2)(a) or
(©.

A person is eligible for only one (1) felony expunction under this paragraph. For
the purposes of this section, the terms "one (1) conviction" and "one (1) felony expunction”
mean and include all convictions that arose from a common nucleus of operative facts as
determined in the discretion of the court. However, for a person who is a trafficked person
as defined by Section 97-3-54.4(g), the court may, in its discretion, order the record of
conviction of a person of any and all crimes of prostitution pursuant to Section 97-29-49,
in that court expunged.

(b) The petitioner shall give ten (10) days' written notice to the district
attorney before any hearing on the petition. In all cases, the court wherein the petition is
filed may grant the petition if the court determines, on the record or in writing, that the
applicant is rehabilitated from the offense which is the subject of the petition. In those
cases where the court denies the petition, the findings of the court in this respect shall be
identified specifically and not generally.

(3) Upon entering an order of expunction under this section, a nonpublic record
thereof shall be retained by the Mississippi Criminal Information Center solely for the
purpose of determining whether, in subsequent proceedings, the person is a first offender.
The order of expunction shall not preclude a district attorney's office from retaining a
nonpublic record thereof for law enforcement purposes only. The existence of an order
of expunction shall not preclude an employer from asking a prospective employee if the
employee has had an order of expunction entered on his behalf. The effect of the
expunction order shall be to restore the person, in the contemplation of the law, to the
status he occupied before any arrest or indictment for which convicted. No person as to
whom an expunction order has been entered shall be held thereafter under any provision
of law to be guilty of perjury or to have otherwise given a false statement by reason of his
failure to recite or acknowledge such arrest, indictment or conviction in response to any
inquiry made of him for any purpose other than the purpose of determining, in any
subsequent proceedings under this section, whether the person is a first offender. A
person as to whom an order has been entered, upon request, shall be required to advise
the court, in camera, of the previous conviction and expunction in any legal proceeding
wherein the person has been called as a prospective juror. The court shall thereafter and
before the selection of the jury advise the attorneys representing the parties of the
previous conviction and expunction.

(4) Upon petition therefor, a justice, county, circuit or municipal court shall expunge
the record of any case in which an arrest was made, the person arrested was released
and the case was dismissed or the charges were dropped or there was no disposition of
such case, or the person was found not guilty at trial.

(5) No public official is eligible for expunction under this section for any conviction
related to his official duties.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from and after July 1, 2025,
and shall stand repealed on June 30, 2025.

Further, amend by striking the title in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof the
following:

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 99-19-71, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO
ALLOW VICTIMS OF HUMAN TRAFFICKING ONE ADDITIONAL EXPUNGEMENT FOR
THE CRIME OF PROSTITUTION; TO PROHIBIT THE EXPUNGEMENT OF THE
FELONY CRIMES OF PROMOTING OR PROCURING PROSTITUTION; AND FOR
RELATED PURPOSES.
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Committee Amendment No. 1 to H. B. No. 1614 was adopted.

YEAS AND NAYS On H. B. No. 1614. On motion of Senator Sparks, the rules were
suspended, the bill considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and nays
being taken, it passed as amended, title standing as stated, by the following vote:

Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan,
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins,
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn,
McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Parks, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson,
Seymour, Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas,
Thompson, Turner-Ford, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger. Total--51.

Nays--None.

Absent and those not voting----None.

Vacancies--1.

Senator England called up the following entitled bill:

H. B. No. 289: Election commissioners; revise terms and election cycles for those
in Districts Two and Four.

YEAS AND NAYS On H. B. No. 289. On motion of Senator England, the rules were
suspended, the bill considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and nays
being taken, it passed, title standing as stated, by the following vote:

Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan,
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins,
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn,
McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Parks, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson,
Seymour, Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas,
Thompson, Turner-Ford, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger. Total--51.

Nays--None.

Absent and those not voting----None.

Vacancies--1.

Senator England called up the following entitled bill:

H. B. No. 293: Congressional primaries; change time for holding in years without
presidential election.

Senator England offered the following COMMITTEE AMENDMENT NO. 1.

Amend by striking all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the
following:

SECTION 1. Section 23-15-1031, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as
follows:

23-15-1031. Except as provided by Section 23-15-1081, the first primary election
for Congressmen shall be held on the * * * second Tuesday in * * * March of the years in
which congressmen are elected, and a second primary, if necessary, shall be held four (4)
weeks thereafter. Each year in which a presidential election is held, the congressional
primary shall be held as provided in Section 23-15-1081. The election shall be held in all
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districts of the state on the same day. Candidates for United States Senator shall be
nominated at the congressional primary next preceding the general election at which a
senator is to be elected and in the same manner that congressmen are nominated. The
chair and secretary of the state executive committee shall certify the vote for United States
Senator to the Secretary of State in the same manner that county executive committees
certify the returns of counties in general state and county primary elections.

SECTION 2. Section 23-15-299, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows:

23-15-299. (1) (a) Assessments made pursuant to subsection (1)(a), (b), (c) and
(d) of Section 23-15-297 shall be paid by each candidate who seeks a nomination in the
political party election to the secretary of the state executive committee with which the
candidate is affiliated by 5:00 p.m. on February 1 of the year in which the primary election
for the office is held or on the date of the qualifying deadline provided by statute for the
office, whichever is earlier; however, no such assessments may be paid before January
1 of the year in which the primary election for the office is held. If February 1 or the date
of the qualifying deadline provided by statute for the office occurs on a Saturday, Sunday
or legal holiday, then the assessments required to be paid by this paragraph (a) shall be
paid by 5:00 p.m. on the business day immediately following the Saturday, Sunday or
legal holiday.

(b) Assessments made pursuant to subsection (3)(a), (b) and (c) of Section
23-15-297 shall be paid by each independent candidate or special election candidate to
the Secretary of State by 5:00 p.m. on February 1 of the year in which the primary election
for the office is held or on the date of the qualifying deadline provided by statute for the
office, whichever is earlier; however, no such assessments may be paid before January
1 of the year in which the primary election for the office is held. If February 1 or the date
of the qualifying deadline provided by statute for the office occurs on a Saturday, Sunday
or legal holiday, then the assessments required to be paid by this paragraph (b) shall be
paid by 5:00 p.m. on the business day immediately following the Saturday, Sunday or
legal holiday.

(2) (a) Assessments made pursuant to subsection (1)(e) and (f) of Section
23-15-297, shall be paid by each candidate who seeks a nomination in the political party
election to the circuit clerk of that candidate's county of residence by 5:00 p.m. on
February 1 of the year in which the primary election for the office is held or on the date of
the qualifying deadline provided by statute for the office, whichever is earlier; however, no
such assessments may be paid before January 1 of the year in which the election for the
office is held. If February 1 or the date of the qualifying deadline provided by statute for
the office occurs on a Saturday, Sunday or legal holiday, then the assessments required
to be paid by this paragraph (a) shall be paid by 5:00 p.m. on the business day
immediately following the Saturday, Sunday or legal holiday. The circuit clerk shall forward
the fee and all necessary information to the secretary of the proper county executive
committee within two (2) business days. No candidate may attempt to qualify with any
political party that does not have a duly organized county executive committee, and the
circuit clerk shall not accept any assessments paid for nonlegislative offices pursuant to
subsection (1)(e) and (f) of Section 23-15-297 if the circuit clerk does not have contact
information for the secretary of the county executive committee for that political party.

(b) Assessments made pursuant to subsection (3)(d) and (e) of Section
23-15-297 shall be paid by each independent candidate or special election candidate to
the circuit clerk of that candidate's county of residence by 5:00 p.m. on February 1 of the
year in which the primary election for the office is held or on the date of the qualifying
deadline provided by statute for the office, whichever is earlier; however, no such
assessments may be paid before January 1 of the year in which the primary election for
the office is held. If February 1 or the date of the qualifying deadline provided by statute
for the office occurs on a Saturday, Sunday or legal holiday, then the assessments
required to be paid by this paragraph (b) shall be paid by 5:00 p.m. on the business day
immediately following the Saturday, Sunday or legal holiday. The circuit clerk shall forward
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the fee and all necessary information to the secretary of the proper county election
commission within two (2) business days.

(3) (a) Assessments made pursuant to subsection (1)(g) and (h) of Section
23-15-297 must be paid by each candidate who seeks a nomination in the political party
election to the secretary of the state executive committee with which the candidate is
affiliated by 5:00 p.m. sixty (60) days before the *** congressional preference
primary * * *; however, no such assessments may be paid before * * * December 1 of the
year * * * before the primary election for the office is held. Assessments made pursuant
to subsection (1)(g) and (h) of Section 23-15-297, in years when a * * * congressional
preference primary is not being held, shall be paid by each candidate who seeks a
nomination in the political party election to the secretary of the state executive committee
with which the candidate is affiliated by 5:00 p.m. on March 1 of the year in which the
primary election for the office is held; however, no such assessments may be paid
before * * * December 1 of the year * * * before the primary election for the office is held.
If sixty (60) days before the * * * congressional preference primary in years in which a * * *
congressional preference primary is held, March 1, or the date of the qualifying deadline
provided by statute for the office occurs on a Saturday, Sunday or legal holiday, then the
assessments required to be paid by this paragraph (a) shall be paid by 5:00 p.m. on the
business day immediately following the Saturday, Sunday or legal holiday.

(b) Assessments made pursuant to subsection (3)(f) and (g) of Section
23-15-297 must be paid by each independent candidate or special election candidate to
the Secretary of State by 5:00 p.m. sixty (60) days before the * ** congressional
preference primary in years in which a * * * congressional preference primary is held,;
however, no such assessments may be paid before * * * December 1 of the year in which
the primary election for the office is held. Assessments made pursuant to subsection (3)(f)
and (g) of Section 23-15-297, in years when a * * * congressional preference primary is
not being held, shall be paid by each independent candidate or special election candidate
to the Secretary of State by 5:00 p.m. on March 1 of the year in which the primary election
for the office is held; however, no such assessments may be paid before * * * December
1 of the year * * * before the primary election for the office is held. If sixty (60) days before
the * ** congressional preference primary in years in which a*** congressional
preference primary is held, March 1, or the date of the qualifying deadline provided by
statute for the office occurs on a Saturday, Sunday or legal holiday, then the assessments
required to be paid by this paragraph (b) shall be paid by 5:00 p.m. on the business day
immediately following the Saturday, Sunday or legal holiday.

(4) (a) The fees paid pursuant to subsections (1), (2) and (3) of this section shall
be accompanied by a written statement containing the name and address of the
candidate, the party with which he or she is affiliated, if applicable, the email address of
the candidate, if any, and the office for which he or she is a candidate.

(b) The state executive committee shall transmit to the Secretary of State a
copy of the written statements accompanying the fees paid pursuant to subsections (1)
and (2) of this section. All copies must be received by the Office of the Secretary of State
by not later than 6:00 p.m. on the date of the qualifying deadline; provided, however, the
failure of the Office of the Secretary of State to receive such copies by 6:00 p.m. on the
date of the qualifying deadline shall not affect the qualification of a person who pays the
required fee and files the required statement by 5:00 p.m. on the date of the qualifying
deadline. The name of any person who pays the required fee and files the required
statement after 5:00 p.m. on the date of the qualifying deadline shall not be placed on the
primary election ballot or the general election ballot.

(5) The Secretary of State or the secretary or circuit clerk to whom such payments
are made shall promptly receipt for same stating the office for which the candidate making
payment is running and the political party with which he or she is affiliated, if applicable,
and he or she shall keep an itemized account in detail showing the exact time and date of
the receipt of each payment received by him or her and, where applicable, the date of the
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postmark on the envelope containing the fee and from whom, and for what office the party
paying same is a candidate.

(6) The secretaries of the proper executive committee shall hold the funds to be
finally disposed of by order of their respective executive committees. The funds may be
used or disbursed by the executive committee receiving same to pay all necessary
traveling or other necessary expenses of the members of the executive committee
incurred in discharging their duties as committee members, and of their secretary and
may pay the secretary such salary as may be reasonable. The Secretary of State shall
deposit any qualifying fees received from candidates into the Elections Support Fund
established in Section 23-15-5.

(7) (a) Upon receipt of the proper fee and all necessary information, the proper
executive committee or the Secretary of State, whichever is applicable, shall then
determine at the time of the qualifying deadline, unless otherwise provided by law, whether
each candidate is a qualified elector of the state, state district, county or county district
which they seek to serve, and whether each candidate meets all other qualifications to
hold the office he or she is seeking or presents absolute proof that he or she will, subject
to no contingencies, meet all qualifications on or before the date of the general or special
election at which he or she could be elected to office. The proper executive committee or
the Secretary of State, whichever is applicable, shall determine whether the candidate
has taken the steps necessary to qualify for more than one (1) office at the election. The
committee or the Secretary of State, whichever is applicable, shall also determine whether
any candidate has been convicted (i) of any felony in a court of this state, (ii) on or after
December 8, 1992, of any offense in another state which is a felony under the laws of this
state, (iii) of any felony in a federal court on or after December 8, 1992, or (iv) of any
offense that involved the misuse or abuse of his or her office or money coming into his or
her hands by virtue of the office. Excepted from the above are convictions of
manslaughter and violations of the United States Internal Revenue Code or any violations
of the tax laws of this state.

(b) If the proper executive committee or the Secretary of State, whichever
is applicable, finds that a candidate either (i) is not a qualified elector, (ii) does not meet
all qualifications to hold the office he or she seeks and fails to provide absolute proof,
subject to no contingencies, that he or she will meet the qualifications on or before the
date of the general or special election at which he or she could be elected, or (iii) has
been convicted of a felony or other disqualifying offense as described in paragraph (a) of
this subsection, and not pardoned, then the executive committee shall notify the candidate
and give the candidate an opportunity to be heard. The executive committee shall malil
notice to the candidate at least three (3) business days before the hearing to the address
provided by the candidate on the qualifying forms, and the committee shall attempt to
contact the candidate by telephone, email and facsimile if the candidate provided this
information on the forms. If the candidate fails to appear at the hearing or to prove that
he or she meets all qualifications to hold the office subject to no contingencies, then the
name of that candidate shall not be placed upon the ballot.

(c) If the proper executive committee or the Secretary of State, whichever
is applicable, determines that the candidate has taken the steps necessary to qualify for
more than one (1) office at the election, the action required by Section 23-15-905, shall
be taken.

(d) Where there is but one (1) candidate for each office contested at the
primary election, the proper executive committee or the Secretary of State, whichever is
applicable, when the time has expired within which the names of candidates shall be
furnished shall declare such candidates the nominees.

(8) No candidate may qualify by filing the information required by this section by
using the internet.
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SECTION 3. Section 23-15-359, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows:

23-15-359. (1) Except as provided in this section, the ballot shall contain the
names of all party nominees certified by the appropriate executive committee, and
independent and special election candidates who have timely filed petitions containing
the required signatures and assessments that must be paid pursuant to Section
23-15-297, if the candidates and nominees meet all of the qualifications to hold the office
sought. A petition requesting that an independent or special election candidate's name
be placed on the ballot for any office shall be filed as provided for in subsection (3) or (4)
of this section, as appropriate, and shall be signed by not less than the following number
of qualified electors:

(a) For an office elected by the state at large, not less than one thousand
(1,000) qualified electors.

(b) For an office elected by the qualified electors of a Supreme Court district,
not less than three hundred (300) qualified electors.

(c) For an office elected by the qualified electors of a congressional district,
not less than two hundred (200) qualified electors.

(d) For an office elected by the qualified electors of a circuit or chancery
court district, not less than one hundred (100) qualified electors.

(e) For an office elected by the qualified electors of a senatorial or
representative district, not less than fifty (50) qualified electors.

() For an office elected by the qualified electors of a county, not less than
fifty (50) qualified electors.

(g) For an office elected by the qualified electors of a supervisors district,
not less than fifteen (15) qualified electors.

(h) For the Office of President of the United States, a party nominee or
independent candidate shall pay an assessment in the amount of Two Thousand Five
Hundred Dollars ($2,500.00).

(2) (&) Unless the petition or fee, whichever is applicable, required above shall be
filed as provided for in subsection (3), (4) or (5) of this section, as appropriate, the name
of the person requested to be a candidate, unless nominated by a political party, shall not
be placed upon the ballot. The ballot shall contain the names of each candidate for each
office, and the names shall be listed under the name of the political party that candidate
represents as provided by law and as certified to the circuit clerk by the state executive
committee of the political party. Inthe event the candidate qualifies as an independent as
provided in this section, he or she shall be listed on the ballot as an independent
candidate.

(b) The name of an independent or special election candidate who dies
before the printing of the ballots, shall not be placed on the ballots.

(3) Petitions for offices described in paragraphs (a), (b), (c), (d) and (e) of
subsection (1) of this section shall be filed with the Secretary of State by no later than 5:00
p.m. on the same date or business day, as applicable, by which candidates are required
to pay the fee provided for in Section 23-15-297; however, no petition may be filed
before * * * December 1 of the year * * * before the election for the office is held.

(4) Petitions for offices described in paragraphs (f) and (g) of subsection (1) of this
section shall be filed with the proper circuit clerk by no later than 5:00 p.m. on the same
date by which candidates are required to pay the fee provided for in Section 23-15-297;
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however, no petition may be filed before January 1 of the year in which the election for
the office is held. The circuit clerk shall notify the county election commissioners of all
persons who have filed petitions with the clerk. The notification shall occur within two (2)
business days and shall contain all necessary information.

(5) The assessment for the office described in paragraph (h) of subsection (1) of
this section shall be paid to the Secretary of State. The Secretary of State shall deposit
any qualifying fees received from candidates into the Elections Support Fund established
in Section 23-15-5.

(6) The election commissioners may also have printed upon the ballot any local
issue election matter that is authorized to be held on the same date as the regular or
general election pursuant to Section 23-15-375; however, the ballot form of the local issue
must be filed with the election commissioners by the appropriate governing authority not
less than sixty (60) days before the date of the election.

(7) The provisions of this section shall not apply to municipal elections or to the
election of the offices of justice of the Supreme Court, judge of the Court of Appeals, circuit
judge, chancellor, county court judge, justice court judge and family court judge.

(8) Nothing in this section shall prohibit special elections to fill vacancies in either
house of the Legislature from being held as provided in Section 23-15-851. In all elections
conducted under the provisions of Section 23-15-851, there shall be printed on the ballot
the name of any candidate who, not having been nominated by a political party, shall have
been requested to be a candidate for any office by a petition filed with the Secretary of
State and signed by not less than fifty (50) qualified electors.

(9) (a) The appropriate election commission shall determine whether each
candidate is a qualified elector of the state, state district, county or county district they
seek to serve, and whether each candidate meets all other qualifications to hold the office
he or she is seeking or presents absolute proof that he or she will, subject to no
contingencies, meet all qualifications on or before the date of the general or special
election at which he or she could be elected to office. The election commission shall
determine whether the candidate has taken the steps necessary to qualify for more than
one (1) office at the election. The election commission also shall determine whether any
candidate has been convicted (i) of any felony in a court of this state, (iij) on or after
December 8, 1992, of any offense in another state which is a felony under the laws of this
state, (iii) of any felony in a federal court on or after December 8, 1992, or (iv) of any
offense that involved the misuse or abuse of his or her office or money coming into his or
her hands by virtue of the office. Excepted from the above are convictions of
manslaughter and violations of the United States Internal Revenue Code or any violations
of the tax laws of this state.

(b) If the appropriate election commission finds that a candidate either (i) is
not a qualified elector, (ii) does not meet all qualifications to hold the office he or she seeks
and fails to provide absolute proof, subject to no contingencies, that he or she will meet
the qualifications on or before the date of the general or special election at which he or
she could be elected, or (iii) has been convicted of a felony or other disqualifying offense
as described in paragraph (a) of this subsection, and not pardoned, then the election
commission shall notify the candidate and give the candidate an opportunity to be heard.
The election commission shall mail notice to the candidate at least three (3) business days
before the hearing to the address provided by the candidate on the qualifying forms, and
the committee shall attempt to contact the candidate by telephone, email and facsimile if
the candidate provided this information on the forms. If the candidate fails to appear at
the hearing or to prove that he or she meets all qualifications to hold the office subject to
no contingencies, then the name of such candidate shall not be placed upon the ballot. If
the appropriate election commission determines that the candidate has taken the steps
necessary to qualify for more than one (1) office at the election, the action required by
Section 23-15-905, shall be taken.
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(20) If after the deadline to qualify as a candidate for an office or after the time for
holding any party primary for an office, only one (1) person has duly qualified to be a
candidate for the office in the general election, the name of that person shall be placed on
the ballot; provided, however, that if not more than one (1) person duly qualified to be a
candidate for each office on the general election ballot, the election for all offices on the
ballot shall be dispensed with and the appropriate election commission shall declare each
candidate elected without opposition if the candidate meets all the qualifications to hold
the office as determined pursuant to a review by the election commission in accordance
with the provisions of subsection (9) of this section and if the candidate has filed all
required campaign finance disclosure reports as required by Section 23-15-807.

(11) The petition required by this section may not be filed by using the internet.

SECTION 4. Nomination of candidates for the Board of Levee Commissioners of
the Yazoo-Mississippi Delta Levee District, by any political party, shall be made by
counties, or parts of a county having a levee commissioner, and the primary elections for
that purpose shall be held on the second Tuesday in March. The qualification deadline
for such election shall be by 5:00 p.m. sixty (60) days before the presidential preference
primary in years in which a presidential preference primary is held. In years when a
presidential preference primary is not being held, the qualification deadline shall be by
5:00 p.m. on January 15 of the year in which the primary election for the office is held. If
sixty (60) days before the presidential preference primary in years in which a presidential
preference primary is held, January 15, or the date of the qualifying deadline provided by
statute for the office occurs on a Saturday, Sunday or legal holiday, then the qualifying
deadline shall be by 5:00 p.m. on the business day immediately following the Saturday,
Sunday or legal holiday. The general primary election laws shall apply to and govern the
nomination of candidates for the board of commissioners for the said levee districts in so
far as they may be applicable.

SECTION 5. Section 8, Chapter 12, Laws of 1928, which provides for the dates of
the nominations for Yazoo-Mississippi Delta Levee Commissioners, is repealed.

SECTION 6. Section 4 of this act shall be codified as a new section in Chapter 15,
Title 23, Mississippi Code of 1972.

SECTION 7. This act shall take effect and be in force from and after July 1, 2025.

Further, amend by striking the title in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof the
following:

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 23-15-1031, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO
REVISE THE TIME FOR HOLDING PRIMARY ELECTIONS FOR CONGRESSMEN IN
YEARS WITHOUT APRESIDENTIAL ELECTION FROM THE FIRST TUESDAY IN JUNE
TO THE SECOND TUESDAY IN MARCH; TO AMEND SECTIONS 23-15-299 AND
23-15-359, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, BY CHANGING THE QUALIFICATION
DEADLINE TO DECEMBER 1 OF THE YEAR BEFORE THE PRIMARY
CONGRESSIONAL ELECTION IS HELD; TO CREATE A NEW SECTION OF LAW THAT
PROVIDES THE TIMES FOR NOMINATING AND QUALIFYING FOR THE
YAZOO - MISSISSIPPI DELTA LEVEE DISTRICTS; TO REPEAL SECTION 8, CHAPTER
12, LAWS OF 1928; WHICH PROVIDES FOR THE DATES OF NOMINATIONS FOR
YAZOO - MISSISSIPPI DELTA LEVEE COMMISSIONERS; AND FOR RELATED
PURPOSES.

Committee Amendment No. 1 to H. B. No. 293 was adopted.
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YEAS AND NAYS On H. B. No. 293. On motion of Senator England, the rules were
suspended, the bill considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and nays
being taken, it passed as amended, title standing as stated, by the following vote:

Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan,
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins,
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn,
McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Parks, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson,
Seymour, Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas,
Thompson, Turner-Ford, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger. Total--51.

Nays--None.

Absent and those not voting----None.

Vacancies--1.

Senator England called up the following entitled bill:

H. B. No. 724: Election crime; create for the willful failure to transmit a voter's ballot
in certain situations.

Senator England offered the following COMMITTEE AMENDMENT NO. 1.

Amend by striking all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the
following:

SECTION 1. Section 97-13-13, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows:

97-13-13. (1) If any person shall take or remove any ballot from a voting place
before the close of the polls, he or she shall, on conviction, be imprisoned in the county
jail not more than one (1) year, or be fined not more than One Thousand Dollars
($1,000.00), or both.

(2) If any person assisting an elector with voting in accordance with Section
23-15-907 willfully fails to transmit the ballot that was mailed to the elector with the intent
of the ballot not being cast and counted in the election, the person shall, upon conviction,
be guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be imprisoned in the county jail for not more than
one (1) year, and subject to a fine of not more than One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00).

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from and after July 1, 2025.

Further, amend by striking the title in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof the
following:

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 97-13-13, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO
CREATE A CRIMINAL PENALTY FOR SOMEONE WHO ASSISTS AN ELECTOR WITH
CASTING A BALLOT, BUT WILLFULLY FAILS TO TURN IN THE BALLOT WITH THE
INTENT OF THE BALLOT NOT BEING CAST OR COUNTED IN THE ELECTION; AND
FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

Committee Amendment No. 1 to H. B. No. 724 was adopted.

YEAS AND NAYS On H. B. No. 724. On motion of Senator England, the rules were
suspended, the bill considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and nays
being taken, it passed as amended, title standing as stated, by the following vote:
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Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan,
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins,
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn,
McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Parks, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson,
Seymour, Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas,
Thompson, Turner-Ford, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger. Total--51.

Nays--None.

Absent and those not voting----None.

Vacancies--1.

Senator Younger called up the following entitled bill:

H. B. No. 953: Harvest permits; extend repealer on provisions establishing
maximum weight and approved routes of vehicles.

Senator Younger offered the following COMMITTEE AMENDMENT NO. 1.

Amend by striking all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the
following:

SECTION 1. Section 63-5-33, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows:

63-5-33. (1) Subject to the limitations imposed on wheel and axle loads by Section
63-5-27, and to the further limitations hereinafter specified, the total combined weight
(vehicles plus load) on any group of axles of a vehicle or a combination of vehicles shall
not exceed the value given in the following table (Table 1lI) corresponding to the distance
in feet between the extreme axles of the group, measured longitudinally to the nearest
foot, on those highways or parts of highways designated by the Mississippi Transportation
Commission as being capable of carrying the maximum load limits and, in addition thereto,
such other highways or parts of highways found by the commission to be suitable to carry
the maximum load limits from an engineering standpoint, and so designated as such by
order of the commission entered upon its minutes and published once each week for three
(3) consecutive weeks in a daily newspaper published in this state and having a general
circulation therein. The maximum total combined weight carried on any group of two (2)
or more consecutive axles shall be determined by the formula contained in the Federal
Weight Law enacted January 4, 1975, as follows: W=500 (LN/N-1+12N+36) where
W=maximum weight in pounds carried on any group of two (2) or more axles computed
to the nearest five hundred (500) pounds, L=distance in feet between the extremes of any
group of two (2) or more consecutive axles, and N=number of axles in any group under
consideration.

TABLE Il
DISTANCE
IN FEET
BETWEEN THE
EXTREMES OF
ANY GROUP

OF 2 OR MORE
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CONSECUTIVE MAXIMUM LOAD IN POUNDS CARRIED ON ANY
AXLES GROUP OF 2 OR MORE CONSECUTIVE AXLES

2 axles 3axles 4 axles 5axles 6 axles 7 axles

4 34,000

5 34,000

6 34,000 Axle groups in
7 34,000

8 and

less 34,000 34,000 these spacings
More

than

8 38,000 42,000

9 39,000 42,500

10 40,000 43,500 impractical

11 44,000

12 45,000 50,000
13 45,500 50,500
14 46,500 51,500
15 47,000 52,000
16 48,000 52,500
17 48,500 53,500
18 49,500 54,000
19 50,000 54,500
20 51,000 55,500
21 51,500 56,000
22 52,500 56,500
23 53,000 57,500
24 54,000 58,000
25 54,500 58,500

26 55,500 59,500

58,000
58,500
59,000
60,000
60,500
61,000
61,500
62,500
63,000
63,500

64,000

66,000
66,500
67,000
68,000
68,500 74,000
69,000 74,500

69,500 75,000

923
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27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

35

36

37

38

39

40

41

42

43

44

45

46

47

48

49

50

51

52

53

54

55

56,000
57,000
57,500
58,500
59,000

60,000
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60,000
60,500
61,500
62,000
62,500

63,500

64,000
64,500
65,500
66,000
66,500
67,500
68,000
68,500
69,500
70,000
70,500
71,500
72,000
72,500
73,500
74,000
74,500
75,500
76,000
76,500
77,500
78,000

78,500

65,000
65,500
66,000
66,500
67,500

68,000

68,500
69,000
70,000
70,500
71,000
71,500
72,500
73,000
73,500
74,000
75,000
75,500
76,000
76,500
77,500
78,000
78,500
79,000
80,000
80,000
80,000
80,000

80,000

70,000
71,000
71,500
72,000
72,500

73,000
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75,500
76,500
77,000
77,500
78,000

78,500

74,000 79,000
74,500 80,000
75,000 80,000
75,500 80,000
76,000 80,000
77,000 80,000
77,500 80,000
78,000 80,000
78,500 80,000
79,000 80,000
80,000 80,000
80,000 80,000
80,000 80,000
80,000 80,000
80,000 80,000
80,000 80,000
80,000 80,000
80,000 80,000
80,000 80,000
80,000 80,000
80,000 80,000
80,000 80,000

80,000 80,000
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56 79,500 80,000 80,000 80,000
57 80,000 80,000 80,000 80,000

(2) Moreover, in addition to the per axle weight limitations specified by Section
63-5-27, two (2) consecutive sets of tandem axles may carry a gross load of thirty-four
thousand (34,000) pounds each, providing that the overall distance between the first and
last axles of such consecutive sets of tandem axles is thirty-six (36) feet or more, except
that, until September 1, 1989, the axle distance for tank trailers, dump trailers and ocean
transport container haulers may be thirty (30) feet or more. Such overall gross weight
may not exceed eighty thousand (80,000) pounds, except as provided by this section.

(3) Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 63-5-27 and/or Section 63-5-29 to
the contrary, vehicles hauling products in the manner set forth in this subsection, whether
or not such vehicles are operating with a harvest permit, shall be allowed a gross weight
of not to exceed forty thousand (40,000) pounds on any tandem. Vehicles operating
without a harvest permit shall be allowed a tolerance not to exceed five percent (5%)
above their authorized gross vehicle weight, tandem or axle weight; except that the
maximum gross vehicle weight of any such vehicle shall not exceed eighty thousand
(80,000) pounds plus a tolerance thereon of not more than two percent (2%). Vehicles
operating without a harvest permit loading at a point of origin having scales available for
weighing the vehicle shall not be eligible for any tolerance over the gross weight limit of
eighty thousand (80,000) pounds. Vehicles operating with a harvest permit shall be
allowed a tolerance not to exceed ten percent (10%) above their authorized gross vehicle
weight, tandem or axle weight, but the maximum gross vehicle weight of any such vehicle
shall not exceed eighty-eight thousand (88,000) pounds. However, neither the increased
weights in this subsection nor any tolerance shall be allowed on federal interstate
highways or on other highways where a tolerance is specifically prohibited by the
Transportation Commission, the county board of supervisors or the municipal governing
authorities as provided for in Section 63-5-27. The tolerance allowed by this subsection
shall only apply to the operation of vehicles from the point of loading to the point of
unloading for processing, and to the operation of vehicles hauling sand, gravel,
woodchips, wood shavings, sawdust, fill dirt, and agricultural products, and products for
recycling or materials for the construction or repair of highways. The range of such
operation shall not exceed a radius of one hundred (100) miles except where the products
are being transported for processing within this state.

(4) Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 63-5-27 and/or Section 63-5-29 to
the contrary, vehicles hauling prepackaged products, unloaded at a state port or to be
loaded at a state port, which are containerized in such a manner as to make subdivision
thereof impractical shall be allowed a gross weight of not to exceed forty thousand
(40,000) pounds on any tandem, and a tolerance not to exceed ten percent (10%) above
their authorized gross weight, tandem or axle weight; except that the maximum weight of
any vehicle shall not exceed eighty thousand (80,000) pounds plus a tolerance thereon of
not more than two percent (2%); however, neither the increased weights in this subsection
nor any tolerance shall be allowed on federal interstate highways or on other highways
where a tolerance is specifically prohibited by the Transportation Commission, the county
board of supervisors or the municipal governing authorities as provided for in Section
63-5-27.

(5) (a) Vehicles for which a harvest permit has been issued pursuant to Section
27-19-81(4) shall be allowed a gross vehicle weight tolerance of ten percent (10%), not to
exceed eighty-eight thousand (88,000) pounds. However, the board of supervisors of any
county and the governing authorities of any municipality may designate the roads, streets
and highways under their respective jurisdiction on and along which vehicles for which a
harvest permit has been issued may travel. This subsection shall not apply to the federal
interstate system.
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(b) Any owner or operator who has been issued a harvest permit and who
wishes to operate a vehicle on the roads, streets or highways under the jurisdiction of a
county or municipality at a gross vehicle weight greater than the weight allowed by law or
greater than the maximum weight established for such roads, streets or highways by the
board of supervisors or municipal governing authorities, shall notify, in writing, the board
of supervisors or the governing authorities, as the case may be, before operating such
vehicle on the roads, streets or highways of such county or municipality. In his notice, the
permit holder shall identify the routes over which he intends to operate vehicles for which
the permit has been issued and the dates or time period during which he will be operating
such vehicles. The board of supervisors or the governing authorities, as the case may
be, shall have two (2) working days to respond in writing to the permit holder to notify the
permit holder of the routes on and along which the permit holder may operate vehicles for
which a harvest permit has been issued. Failure of the board of supervisors or the
governing authorities timely to notify the permit holder and to designate the routes on and
along which the permit holder may operate shall be considered as authorizing the permit
holder to operate on any of the roads, streets or highways of the county or municipality in
accordance with the authority granted to the permit holder by the harvest permit.

(c) Any time a timber deed is filed with the chancery clerk, the grantee, at
that time, may make a written request of the board of supervisors of the county or the
governing authorities of the municipality, as the case may be, for the purpose of providing
to the grantee, within three (3) working days of the filing of the request, a designated and
approved route over the roads, streets or highways under the jurisdiction of the county or
city, as the case may be, that the grantee may travel for the purpose of transporting
harvested timber. Upon providing such route designation, the county or city, as the case
may be, shall also provide to the grantee a map designating the approved route. An
approved route designation provided to a grantee under the provisions of this paragraph
shall be valid for a period of six (6) months from its date of issue. The permit authorized
to be issued under paragraph (b) of this subsection shall not be required for any person
who obtains a permit issued under this paragraph.

* k%

(6) Nothing in this section or subsections (1) through (4) of Section 63-5-27 shall
be construed to deny the operation of any vehicle or combination of vehicles that could
be lawfully operated upon the interstate highway system of this state on January 4, 1975.

(7) (a) Notwithstanding any provisions of Section 63-5-27 to the contrary, a vehicle
that is operated by an engine fueled primarily by compressed or liquefied natural gas may
exceed the gross vehicle weight limits by an amount, not to exceed a maximum of two
thousand (2,000) pounds, that is equal to the difference between the weight of the vehicle
attributable to the natural gas tank and fueling system carried by the vehicle and the
weight of a comparable diesel tank and fueling system.

(b) The weight exception provided in this subsection shall apply to all
interstate highways per the exemption expressly permitted by 23 USC Section 127.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from and after July 1, 2025.

Further, amend by striking the title in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof the
following:

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 63-5-33, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO
DELETE THE REPEALER ON THE PROVISIONS OF LAW THAT PROVIDE FOR THE
MAXIMUM WEIGHT OF HARVEST PERMIT VEHICLES AND REQUIRE CERTAIN
HARVEST PERMIT HOLDERS TO GET PRIOR APPROVAL FOR THEIR ROUTES; AND
FOR RELATED PURPOSES.
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Committee Amendment No. 1 to H. B. No. 953 was adopted.

YEAS AND NAYS On H. B. No. 953. On motion of Senator Younger, the rules were
suspended, the bill considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and nays
being taken, it passed as amended, title standing as stated, by the following vote:

Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan,
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins,
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn,
McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Parks, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson,
Seymour, Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas,
Thompson, Turner-Ford, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger. Total--51.

Nays--None.

Absent and those not voting----None.

Vacancies--1.

Senator Barnett called up the following entitled bill:

H. B. No. 1474: Department of Health; require to conduct a review of quality of
medical care provided to inmates of Department of Corrections.

Senator Barnett offered the following COMMITTEE AMENDMENT NO. 1.

Amend by striking all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the
following:

SECTION 1. Section 47-5-94, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows:

47-5-94. The Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real Property Management of the
Department of Finance and Administration and the State Board of Health are hereby
authorized and directed, upon the passage of this section, to institute permanent annual
structural and environmental inspections of institutional housing and service facilities at
the State Penitentiary, such inspections to include, but not be limited to, structural
soundness, repairs and maintenance of buildings; food service; fire and safety hazards;
fresh water supply; wastewater system; sewage collection and treatment; solid waste
collection, storage and disposal; rodent and pest control and general institutional
housekeeping. Beginning July 1, 2025, the Mississippi State Department of Health shall
conduct an annual structural and environmental inspection of the infirmary at the State
Penitentiary at Parchman and make a report thereon as required in this section.

All other state agencies, authorities, boards, commissions and departments are
hereby directed, upon the request of the Commissioner of Corrections, the Bureau of
Building, Grounds and Real Property Management of the Department of Finance and
Administration or the State Board of Health, to assist in such inspections with the fullest
degree of reasonable cooperation.

Within thirty (30) days of the completion of the inspections provided for herein, the
participants shall compile a written report of their findings which shall be submitted to the
Governor, the Commissioner of Corrections and the Warden or Superintendent of the
State Penitentiary at Parchman.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from and after July 1, 2025.
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Further, amend by striking the title in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof the
following:

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 47-5-94, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO
AUTHORIZE AND DIRECT THE MISSISSIPPI STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH TO
PERFORM AN ANNUAL INSPECTION OF THE INFIRMARY AT THE STATE
PENITENTIARY AT PARCHMAN; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

Committee Amendment No. 1 to H. B. No. 1474 was adopted.

YEAS AND NAYS On H. B. No. 1474. On motion of Senator Barnett, the rules
were suspended, the bill considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and
nays being taken, it passed as amended, title standing as stated, by the following vote:

Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan,
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins,
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn,
McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Parks, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson,
Seymour, Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas,
Thompson, Turner-Ford, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger. Total--51.

Nays--None.

Absent and those not voting----None.

Vacancies--1.

Senators England, Wiggins, Seymour and Tate moved that when the Senate
adjourns, it adjourn in memory of Scott Stradtner of Lucedale, MS.

Senators Frazier, Blount, Horhn and Norwood moved that when the Senate
adjourns, it adjourn in memory of Harry T. Moore and Gloria Jean Gatlin of Jackson, MS.

Senators Whaley and Chism moved that when the Senate adjourns, it adjourn in
memory of Terry Dykes of Pinedale, MS.

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

Mr. President: | am directed by the House of Representatives to inform the Senate
that the House has PASSED AND TRANSMITS herewith the following:

S. C. R. No. 505: Thanking Emily Wagster Pettus for her 30-year career as Capitol
Correspondent with The Associated Press.

S. C. R. No. 507: Congratulate Jackson State University Tigers Football Team and
Coach TC Taylor for first Celebration Bowl Championship.

S. C. R. No. 510: Extend sincerest sympathy of Mississippi Senate to surviving
family of first-year Representative Andy Stepp.

S. C. R. No. 514: Commend the life and mourn the passing of Mississippi native
James Earl Jones.
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S. C. R. No. 524: Extending the sincerest sympathy of the Legislature on the
passing of former U.S. President James Earl "Jimmy" Carter, Jr.

S.C. R. No. 526: Recognize legislative members of Kappa Alpha Psi and
designate February 11, 2025, as "Kappa Day at the State Kapitol."

S. C. R. No. 527: Recognize Trudy Moody for 2025 TIME Automobile Dealer of
the Year Award.

S.C. R. No. 528: Remembering the influential life and career of Mississippi
political pioneer Clarke Reed and extending condolences on his passing.

S. C. R. No. 529: Congratulate Ole Miss 2024 Football Team for winning Gator
Bowl and for back-to-back 10-win seasons.

S. C. R. No. 530: Recognize public service and historic preservation
accomplishments of Raymond Mayor Isla Tullos.

S. C. R. No. 532: Extend sympathy to surviving family of National Republican
Committee Woman Jeanne Luckey.

Andrew Ketchings, Clerk of the House of Representatives

FIRST READING OF HOUSE BILLS AND CONCURRENT RESOLUTIONS RECEIVED
FROM THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

Mr. President: | am directed by the House of Representatives to inform the Senate
that the House has PASSED AND TRANSMITS herewith the following:

H. C. R. No. 55: A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION COMMENDING AND
CONGRATULATING THE NORTHWEST MISSISSIPPI COMMUNITY COLLEGE
RANGERS FOOTBALL TEAM AND HEAD COACH BENJY PARKER ON THEIR
SUCCESSFUL 2024 SEASON AND VICTORY IN THE MISSISSIPPI ASSOCIATION OF
COMMUNITY COLLEGES CONFERENCE (MACCC) CHAMPIONSHIP.

H. C. R. No. 56: A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION COMMENDING AND
CONGRATULATING THE 2024-2025 NORTHWEST MISSISSIPPI COMMUNITY
COLLEGE WOMEN'S SOCCER TEAM ON AN OUTSTANDING SEASON.

H. C. R. No. 57: A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION COMMENDING AND
CONGRATULATING THE NORTHWEST MISSISSIPPI COMMUNITY COLLEGE LADY
RANGERS VOLLEYBALL TEAM UPON CAPTURING THE MISSISSIPPI ASSOCIATION
OF COMMUNITY COLLEGES CONFERENCE CHAMPIONSHIP AND UPON A
REMARKABLE 2024 SEASON.

H.C.R. No.58: A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION COMMEMORATING THE
75TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE SPORT FISH RESTORATION PROGRAM AS PART OF
THE AMERICAN SYSTEM OF CONSERVATION FUNDING.

Andrew Ketchings, Clerk of the House of Representatives

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE
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Mr. President: | am directed by the House of Representatives to inform the Senate
that the House has PASSED AND TRANSMITS herewith the following:

S. B. No. 2297: Concurrent jurisdiction; provide for between federal and state
governments over certain lands.

S. B. No. 2303: Building at 152 Watford Parkway, Canton; transfer to Mississippi
Department of Public Safety.

Andrew Ketchings, Clerk of the House of Representatives

Senator Blackwell moved that the Senate stand in recess until 5:00 PM, at which
time the Senate would then adjourn until 10:00 AM, Thursday, March 6, 2025.

The motion prevailed, and at 11:19 AM, the Senate stood in recess.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS

Mr. President: The Committee on Enrolled Bills has found correctly enrolled the
following entitled measure and now presents it for your signature:

S. B. No. 2401: AN ACT TO CREATE A STUDY COMMITTEE ON THE MATTER

OF CERTIFICATION OF HEALTH BENEFIT PLANS AND HEALTH INSURANCE

ISSUERS THAT PROVIDE FOR THE FINANCING AND DELIVERY OF HEALTH CARE

SERVICES TO ENROLLEES; TO PROVIDE FOR THE COMPOSITION OF THE
COMMITTEE AND REPORTING; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

David Jordan, Chairman

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS

Mr. President: The Committee on Enrolled Bills has found correctly enrolled the
following entitled measure and now presents it for your signature:

S. B. No. 2434: AN ACT TO AUTHORIZE COUNTIES AND MUNICIPALITIES TO
ENTER INTO INTERGOVERNMENTAL SUPPORT AGREEMENTS WITH MILITARY
BRANCHES; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

David Jordan, Chairman

Pursuant to adjournment motion previously adopted, the Senate stood adjourned
at 5:00 PM in memory of Scott Stradtner, Harry T. Moore, Gloria Jean Gatlin and Terry
Dykes.

Amanda Frusha White, Secretary of the Senate

INTRODUCTIONS FOR WEDNESDAY, MARCH 5, 2025
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S. R. No. 75: Rules

A RESOLUTION COMMENDING AND CONGRATULATING THE BRANDON
BULLDOG CHEERLEADING TEAM AND HEAD COACH AMBER KING FOR MAKING
HISTORY WITH THEIR SIXTH GRAND NCA NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP.
By Senator(s) Harkins, Kirby, Frazier

S. R. No. 76: Rules

A RESOLUTION COMMENDING AND CONGRATULATING THE BAY SPRINGS
HIGH SCHOOL BULLDOGS BOYS BASKETBALL TEAM AND FIRST-YEAR HEAD
COACH STAN JONES FOR WINNING THE 2025 MHSAA CLASS 2A CHAMPIONSHIP.
By Senator(s) Barnett

S. R. No. 77: Rules

A RESOLUTION COMMENDING AND CONGRATULATING THE CANTON HIGH
SCHOOL TIGERS BOYS BASKETBALL TEAM AND HEAD COACH BJ TOWNSEND
FOR WINNING BACK-TO-BACK MHSAA CLASS 5A STATE CHAMPIONSHIPS.
By Senator(s) Blackmon, Thomas, Frazier

S. R. No. 78: Rules

A RESOLUTION COMMENDING AND CONGRATULATING THE CALLAWAY
HIGH SCHOOL LADY CHARGERS GIRLS BASKETBALL TEAM AND COACHES ASHLI
SUTTON AND DEYANO MARTIN FOR WINNING THEIR FIRST 2025 MHSAA CLASS
6A GIRLS BASKETBALL CHAMPIONSHIP.
By Senator(s) Horhn, Frazier, Blount, Norwood, Blackmon

FIFTY-NINTH DAY, THURSDAY, MARCH 6, 2025
The Senate met at 10:00 AM pursuant to adjournment, President Hosemann presiding.
The roll being called the following Senators answered to their names:

Present--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield,
Bryan, Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier,
Harkins, Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner,
McCaughn, McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson,
Seymour, Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas,
Thompson, Turner-Ford, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger. Total--50.

Absent--Parks. Total--1.

Vacancies--1.

The Secretary announced a quorum present.

Leave of absence was granted to Senator Parks.

The invocation was delivered by Reverend Fred Britton, Retired District
Superintendent of District 4 in the MS Conference of the United Methodist Church
(formerly the East and West Jackson Districts).
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Senator Robinson led the Senate in the recitation of the oath of allegiance to the
flag of the United States of America.

On motion of Senator Blackwell, the reading of the journal of the previous day was
dispensed with, and the same stood approved.

INTRODUCTION OF SENATE BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS:
The measures introduced were read under a suspension of the rules, referred to
committees, and are listed after adjournment on this date.

REFERENCE TO COMMITTEES OF HOUSE BILLS AND CONCURRENT
RESOLUTIONS RECEIVED FROM THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

H. C. R. No. 55: Northwest Mississippi Community College Rangers Football
Team; commend on winning MACCC Championship and successful season. Rules.

H. C. R. No. 56: Northwest Mississippi Community College Women's Soccer
Team; commend on outstanding season. Rules.

H. C.R. No.57: Northwest Mississippi Community College Lady Rangers
Volleyball Team; commend upon capturing the MACCC Championship. Rules.

H.C.R.No.58: Sport Fish Restoration Program; commend upon 75th
anniversary of. Rules.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS

Mr. President: The Committee on Enrolled Bills has found correctly enrolled the
following entitled measures and now presents them for your signature:

S. B. No. 2049: AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 47-5-731, MISSISSIPPI CODE
OF 1972, TO EXTEND THE DATE OF THE REPEALER ON THE PRISON
OVERCROWDING EMERGENCY POWERS ACT; TO BRING FORWARD SECTIONS
47-5-701 THROUGH 47-5-729, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, WHICH CONSTITUTE
THE PRISON OVERCROWDING EMERGENCY POWERS ACT, FOR THE PURPOSE
OF POSSIBLE AMENDMENT, AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

S. B. No. 2247: ANACT TO AMEND SECTION 29-3-63, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF
1972, TO AUTHORIZE A LOCAL SCHOOL BOARD OF A CERTAIN SCHOOL DISTRICT
TO EXTEND THE LONG-TERM LEASE OF A HOLDER OF 16TH SECTION LAND,
WHICH IS FREE OF ANY OUTSTANDING FINANCIAL OBLIGATION WITH LESS THAN
30 YEARS REMAINING ON THE ORIGINAL TERM, FOR AN ADDITIONAL PERIOD NOT
TO EXCEED 25 YEARS UPON TERMS AND CONDITIONS ACCEPTABLE TO THE
BOARD; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

S. B. No. 2360: AN ACT TO REQUIRE IMMEDIATE NOTIFICATION OF AN
ESCAPE BE GIVEN TO THE MISSISSIPPI BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION AND LOCAL
LAW ENFORCEMENT; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

S. B. No. 2562: ANACT TO AMEND SECTION 25-7-13, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF
1972, TO INCREASE THE CIRCUIT CLERK'S FEE TO $85.00 FOR EACH DAY'S
ATTENDANCE OF CLERK AND DEPUTIES UPON THE CIRCUIT COURT'S TERM; AND
FOR RELATED PURPOSES.
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S. B. No. 3019: ANACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION OF SPECIAL FUNDS TO
DEFRAY THE EXPENSES OF THE STATE BOARD OF ARCHITECTURE AND
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE ADVISORY COMMITTEE FOR FISCAL YEAR 2026.

S. B. No. 3022: AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION OF SPECIAL FUNDS
FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING THE EXPENSES OF THE MISSISSIPPI STATE
BOARD OF MASSAGE THERAPY, FOR FISCAL YEAR 2026.

S. B. No. 3023: AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION FROM SPECIAL FUNDS
IN THE STATE TREASURY TO DEFRAY THE EXPENSES OF THE MISSISSIPPI
MOTOR VEHICLE COMMISSION FOR FISCAL YEAR 2026.

S. B. No. 3028: AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE MISSISSIPPI
STATE BOARD OF CHIROPRACTIC EXAMINERS FOR FISCAL YEAR 2026.

David Jordan, Chairman

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS

Mr. President: The Committee on Enrolled Bills has found correctly enrolled the
following entitled measure and now presents it for your signature:

H. B. No. 1211: ANACT TO AMEND SECTION 21-13-3, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF
1972, TO REMOVE THE REQUIREMENT THAT BEFORE A MUNICIPAL ORDINANCE
THAT GRANTS UTILITY FRANCHISES OR THE RIGHT TO USE CERTAIN STREETS,
SUCH ORDINANCE MUST BE APPROVED BY A MAJORITY OF QUALIFIED
ELECTORS IN THE MUNICIPALITY AND TO REMOVE THE REQUIREMENT THAT THE
ORDINANCE BE READ, UNDER CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES, BY THE MUNICIPAL
CLERK BEFORE THE ORDINANCE IS PASSED BY THE GOVERNING AUTHORITIES;
AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.
David Jordan, Chairman

Senator Hopson called up the following entitled bill:
H. B. No. 623: Indigent counsel; increase compensation for.
Senator Hopson offered the following COMMITTEE AMENDMENT NO. 1.

Amend by striking all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the
following:

SECTION 1. Section 99-15-17, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows:

99-15-17. (1) The compensation for counsel for indigents appointed as provided
in Section 99-15-15, shall be approved and allowed by the appropriate judge and in any
one (1) case may not exceed * * * Three Thousand Dollars ($3,000.00) for representation
in circuit court whether on appeal or originating in said court. Provided, however, if said
case is not appealed to or does not originate in a court of record, the maximum
compensation shall not exceed * * * Six Hundred Dollars ($600.00) for any one (1) case,
the amount of such compensation to be approved by a judge of the chancery court, county
court or circuit court in the county where the case arises. Provided, however, in a capital
case two (2) attorneys may be appointed, and the compensation may not exceed * * * Six
Thousand Dollars ($6,000.00) per case. If the case is appealed to the State Supreme
Court by counsel appointed by the judge, the allowable fee for services on appeal shall
not exceed * * * Three Thousand Dollars ($3,000.00) per case. In addition, the judge shall
allow reimbursement of actual expenses. The attorney or attorneys so appointed shall
itemize the time spent in defending said indigents together with an itemized statement of
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expenses of such defense, and shall present same to the appropriate judge. The fees
and expenses as allowed by the appropriate judge shall be paid by the county treasurer
out of the general fund of the county in which the prosecution was commenced.

(2) The provisions of this section shall stand repealed on July 1, 2028.
SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from and after July 1, 2025.

Further, amend by striking the title in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof the
following:

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 99-15-17, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO
INCREASE COMPENSATION FOR COUNSEL APPOINTED TO INDIGENTS; AND FOR
RELATED PURPOSES.

Committee Amendment No. 1 to H. B. No. 623 was adopted.

YEAS AND NAYS On H. B. No. 623. On motion of Senator Hopson, the rules were
suspended, the bill considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and nays
being taken, it passed as amended, title standing as stated, by the following vote:

Yeas--Barnett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Bryan, Butler, Carter,
Chassaniol, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins, Hickman, Hopson, Horhn,
Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, McLendon, McMahan, Michel,
Norwood, Parker, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, Simmons S. (13th), Tate, Thomas, Turner-
Ford, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger. Total--40.

Nays--None.

Absent and those not voting--Parks. Total--1.

Voting Present--Barrett, Brumfield, Chism, DeBar, Hill, Seymour, Simmons D. T.
(12th), Sparks, Suber, Thompson. Total--10.

Vacancies--1.

Senator Hopson called up the following entitled bill:

H. B. No. 918: MS Community Heritage Preservation Grant Fund; transfer
administration from DFA to Archives and History.

YEAS AND NAYS On H. B. No. 918. On motion of Senator Hopson, the rules were
suspended, the bill considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and nays
being taken, it passed, title standing as stated, by the following vote:

Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan, Butler,
Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins,
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn,
McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, Seymour,
Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, Thompson,
Turner-Ford, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger. Total--49.

Nays--None.

Absent and those not voting--Parks. Total--1.

Voting Present--Blount. Total--1.

Vacancies--1.
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Senator Harkins called up the following entitled bill:

H. B. No. 916: Cigarettes and vape products; require Commissioner of Revenue
to establish separate directories to regulate sale of.

Senator Harkins offered the following COMMITTEE AMENDMENT NO. 1.

Amend by striking all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the
following:

SECTION 1. As used in Sections 1 through 9 of this act, the following words and
phrases have the meanings ascribed in this section unless the context clearly requires
otherwise:

(a) "Brand family" means all styles of cigarettes sold under the same
trademark and differentiated from one another by means of additional modifiers or
descriptors, including, but not limited to, "menthol," "lights," "kings" and "100s," and
includes any brand name (alone or in conjunction with any other word), trademark, logo,
symbol, motto, selling message, recognizable pattern of colors or any other indicia of
product identification identical or similar to, or identifiable with, a previously known brand
of cigarettes.

(b) "Cigarette" means a product that contains nicotine, is intended to be
burned or heated under ordinary conditions of use, and consists of or contains any of the
following:

(i) Any roll of tobacco wrapped in paper or in any substance not
containing tobacco;

(i) Tobacco, in any form, that is functional in the product, which,
because of its appearance, the type of tobacco used in the filler, or its packaging and
labeling, is likely to be offered to, or purchased by, consumers as a cigarette; or

(i) Any roll of tobacco wrapped in any substance containing tobacco
which, because of its appearance, the type of tobacco used in the filler, or its packaging
and labeling, is likely to be offered to, or purchased by, consumers as a cigarette.

The term "cigarette" includes roll-your-own tobacco, meaning tobacco which,
because of its appearance, type, packaging or labeling, is suitable for use and likely to be
offered to, or purchased by, consumers as tobacco for making cigarettes. For purposes
of this definition of the term “cigarette,” nine one-hundredths (0.09) ounces of
roll-your-own tobacco constitute one (1) individual cigarette.

(c) "Cigarette manufacturer" or "manufacturer” means an entity that does
any of the following:

(i) Manufactures cigarettes anywhere that the manufacturer intends
to be sold in the United States, including cigarettes intended to be sold in the United States
through an importer;

(i) Is the first purchaser anywhere, for resale in the United States, of
cigarettes manufactured anywhere that the manufacturer does not intend to be sold in the
United States; or

(iii) Becomes a successor of an entity described in subparagraph (i)
or (ii).
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(d) "Commissioner" means the Commissioner of Revenue of the
Department of Revenue.

(e) "Department" means the Department of Revenue.

(f) "Directory" means the state cigarette directory created and maintained
by the commissioner under Section 3 of this act.

(g) "Distributor" means a person, other than a retailer, who manufactures or
produces cigarettes, or who ships, transports or imports cigarettes into this state, or who
in any manner acquires or possesses cigarettes and makes a first sale of the cigarettes
in the state.

(h) “Importer" means a person, firm, corporation, association or other
business entity who imports cigarettes from any state or foreign country for distribution,
sale, use or consumption in the state.

(i) "Retailer" means a person, other than a wholesaler, whose business is
that of selling merchandise at retail and who sells, or offers for sale, cigarettes to a
consumer in this state.

() "Wholesaler" means a person, firm, corporation, association or other
business entity who sells cigarettes to retailers in this state for the purpose of resale.

SECTION 2. (1) Before September 1 of each year, beginning in 2025, each
cigarette manufacturer whose cigarettes are sold in this state, whether directly or through
an importer, wholesaler, distributor, retailer or similar intermediary, shall execute and
deliver a certification to the commissioner, on a form and in a manner prescribed by the
commissioner, certifying that the manufacturer is in compliance with Sections 1 through 9
of this act. Each certification must include the following information:

(a) A list of the manufacturer's brand families that are sold in Mississippi,
which must be updated by executing and delivering to the commissioner a supplemental
certification no later than thirty (30) days before any addition to or modification of the list
is to take effect;

(b) Verification that the manufacturer possesses all orders required by the
United States Food and Drug Administration, which must be current, for the manufacture
and sale of the cigarettes included in the manufacturer's brand families;

(c) Verification that the manufacturer is registered to do business in this
state or has a resident agent for service of process, as required under Section 6 of this
act; and

(d) All other information and materials specifically requested by the
commissioner in the course of enforcing this section.

(2) A cigarette manufacturer that is not listed in the directory maintained by the
commissioner pursuant to Section 3 of this act must submit an initial certification subject
to the same requirements and review process required under this section for annual
certifications.

(3) If the certification required under subsection (1) of this section is rejected due
to incompleteness or incorrectness, the cigarette manufacturer may not submit
supplemental documentation to try to cure the rejection but must execute and deliver an
entirely new certification to the commissioner.

(4) Each annual certification form must be accompanied by a fee in such amount
as may be prescribed by the commissioner.
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(5) A manufacturer required to submit a certification form under this section must
notify the commissioner of any material change to the certification form within thirty (30)
days of the change. A material change includes, but is not limited to, any order or action
by the Food and Drug Administration or any court which affects the ability of the
manufacturer's cigarettes to be distributed for commercial distribution or sale in the United
States.

(6) A manufacturer that falsely represents any information required by a
certification form is guilty of a misdemeanor for each false representation.

SECTION 3. (1) Beginning on October 1, 2025, the commissioner shall maintain
and make publicly available on the department's website a state cigarette directory listing
all cigarette manufacturers that have provided current and accurate certification forms
conforming to the requirements of Section 2 of this act and all brand families that are listed
in each manufacturer's certification. The commissioner shall update the directory at least
monthly to ensure accuracy. The commissioner shall establish a process to provide
retailers, distributors, wholesalers and importers notice of the initial publication of the
directory and subsequently, of changes made to the directory in the prior month.

(2) Neither a manufacturer nor its brand family may be included or retained in the
directory if the commissioner determines that:

(a) The manufacturer failed to provide a complete and accurate certification
as required by subsection (1) of this section;

(b) The manufacturer submitted a certification that does not comply with the
requirements of Section 2 of this act;

(c) The manufacturer failed to include with its certification the payment
required by subsection (4) of Section 2;

(d) The manufacturer sold cigarettes in Mississippi required to be certified
under Sections 1 through 9 of this act during a period when either the manufacturer or the
cigarettes were not certified and listed on the directory; or

(e) The information provided by the manufacturer in its certification is
determined by the commissioner to contain false information or material
misrepresentations or omissions.

(3) The commissioner shall provide a manufacturer notice and an opportunity to
cure deficiencies before removing a manufacturer or its brand family of cigarettes from
the directory.

(4) The commissioner may not remove a manufacturer or its brand family from the
directory before the manufacturer has received notice of the intended removal from the
commissioner setting forth the reasons for the action. Notice is sufficient and deemed to
be immediately received by a manufacturer if the notice is sent either electronically or by
facsimile to an electronic mail address or facsimile number, as the case may be, provided
by the manufacturer in its most recent certification filed under Section 2 of this act.

(5) Upon receipt of the notice required under subsection (4) of this section, the
manufacturer, no later than fifteen (15) business days from the date of service of the
notice, must cure the deficiencies or otherwise establish that the manufacturer or its brand
family should be included in the directory.

(6) The commissioner shall update the directory as necessary in order to correct
mistakes and to add or remove a manufacturer or brand family to keep the directory in
conformity with the requirements of Sections 1 through 9 of this act.
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SECTION 4. (1) Except as provided in subsections (2) and (3) of this section,
beginning October 1, 2025, or on the date that the commissioner first makes the directory
available for public inspection on the department's website, whichever is later, cigarettes
not included in the directory may not be sold for retail sale in Mississippi, either directly or
through an importer, distributor, wholesaler, retailer or similar intermediary.

(2) (a) Each retailer has sixty (60) days from the date that the commissioner first
makes the directory available for inspection on the department's website to either sell
cigarettes in the retailer's inventory which are not included in the directory or remove those
cigarettes from inventory.

(b) Upon the expiration of the initial sixty (60) days after the first date the
directory is available on the department's website, a retailer has thirty (30) days following
the date of removal of a manufacturer or its brand family from the directory to either sell
the cigarettes in the retailer's inventory on the date of removal from the directory or remove
those cigarettes from inventory.

(3) (&) Each importer, distributor or wholesaler has sixty (60) days from the date
that the commissioner first makes the directory available for inspection on the
department's website to remove those cigarettes intended for sale in the state from its
inventory.

(b) Upon the expiration of the initial sixty (60) days after the first date the
directory is available on the department's website, an importer, distributor or wholesaler
has thirty (30) days following the date of removal of a manufacturer or its brand family
from the directory to remove those cigarettes intended for sale in the state from its
inventory.

(4) Cigarettes that must be sold or removed from inventory under subsections (2)
and (3) of this section because those cigarettes are not included in, or are removed from,
the directory may not be purchased or sold for retail sale in Mississippi, either directly or
through an importer, distributor, wholesaler, retailer or similar intermediary, and are subject
to seizure, forfeiture and destruction. The cost of the seizure, forfeiture and destruction
must be borne by the person from whom the cigarettes are confiscated. The
commissioner may store and dispose of the seized cigarettes as appropriate in
accordance with applicable federal, state and local laws pertaining to storage and disposal
of such products.

(5) Cigarettes in the possession of a consumer who has made a bona fide
purchase of the cigarettes subject to being seized under this section may not be seized.

SECTION 5. (1) In addition to the seizure and destruction of cigarettes being made
available for sale in violation of Section 4 of this act, the following penalties apply:

(a) A retailer, distributor, wholesaler or importer who sells or offers for sale
cigarettes in Mississippi which are not included in the directory is subject to a civil penalty
in an amount not more than Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) per day for each style of
cigarette in a brand family which is offered for sale in violation of Sections 1 through 9 of
this act until the offending product is removed from the market or properly listed on the
directory.

(b) For a second violation, whether involving the same or a different style of
cigarettes in a brand family, by the same retailer, distributor, wholesaler or importer
occurring within a period of twelve (12) months, the civil penalty must be an amount not
less than Seven Hundred Fifty Dollars ($750.00) nor more than One Thousand Dollars
($1,000.00) per day for each style of cigarette in a brand family which is offered for sale
in violation of Sections 1 through 9 of this act until the offending product is removed from
the market or properly listed on the directory.
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(c) For a third violation, whether involving the same or a different style of
cigarettes in a brand family, by the same retailer, distributor, wholesaler or importer
occurring within a period of twelve (12) months after the initial violation, the civil penalty
must be an amount not less than One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) nor more than One
Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($1,500.00) per day for each style of cigarette in a brand
family which is offered for sale in violation of Sections 1 through 9 of this act until the
offending product is removed from the market or properly listed on the directory.

(2) A manufacturer whose cigarettes are not listed in the directory and who causes
the products that are not listed to be sold for retail sale in Mississippi, whether directly or
through an importer, distributor, wholesaler, retailer or similar intermediary, is subject to a
civil penalty of Ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000.00) per day for each style of cigarette in a
brand family which is offered for sale in violation of Sections 1 through 9 of this act until
the offending product is removed from the market or properly listed on the directory.

(3) In an action to enforce Sections 1 through 9 of this act, the state is entitled to
recover costs, including the costs of investigation, expert witness fees and reasonable
attorney fees.

SECTION 6. (1) As a condition precedent to having its name or its cigarettes listed
and retained in the directory maintained by the commissioner pursuant to Section 3 of this
act, a manufacturer not registered to do business in the state must appoint and continually
engage, without interruption, a registered agent in Mississippi for service of process on
whom all process and any action or proceeding arising out of the enforcement of Sections
1 through 9 of this act may be served. The manufacturer shall provide to the
commissioner the name, address and telephone number of its agent for service of process
and any other information relating to its agent which may be requested by the
commissioner.

(2) As a condition precedent to having its name or its cigarettes listed and retained
in the directory maintained by the commissioner pursuant to Section 3 of this act, a
manufacturer located outside of the United States shall cause each of its importers of any
of its cigarettes to be sold in Mississippi to appoint and continually engage, without
interruption, the services of an agent in the state in accordance with this section. All
obligations of a manufacturer imposed by this section with respect to appointment of its
agent also apply to importers with respect to appointment of their agents.

(3) A manufacturer shall provide written notice to the commissioner no later than
thirty (30) calendar days before the termination of the authority of an agent appointed
pursuant to subsection (1) or (2) of this section. No less than five (5) calendar days before
the termination of an existing agent appointment, a manufacturer shall provide to the
commissioner the name, address and telephone number of its newly appointed agent for
service of process and any other information relating to the new appointment which may
be requested by the commissioner. If an agent terminates an agency appointment, the
manufacturer must notify the commissioner of the termination within five (5) calendar days
and include proof to the satisfaction of the commissioner of the appointment of a new
agent.

SECTION 7. Each retailer, distributor and wholesaler that sells or distributes
cigarettes in this state is subject to no less than two (2) unannounced compliance checks
annually by the department for purposes of enforcing Sections 1 through 9 of this act.
Unannounced follow-up compliance checks of all noncompliant retailers, distributors and
wholesalers must be conducted no later than thirty (30) days after a violation of Sections
1 through 9 of this act. The department shall publish the results of all compliance checks
at least annually and make the results available to the public on request.

SECTION 8. (1) The commissioner, acting through the department, may
promulgate rules and regulations necessary to effectuate the purposes of this act.
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(2) All fees and penalties collected by the commissioner pursuant to Sections 1
through 9 of this act must be used for the administration and enforcement of Sections 1
through 9 of this act.

SECTION 9. Before January 1, 2026, and annually thereafter, the commissioner
shall provide a report to the Legislature on the status of the directory, manufacturers and
cigarettes included in the directory, revenue and expenditures related to administration of
Sections 1 through 9 of this act, and enforcement activities undertaken pursuant to
Sections 1 through 9 of this act.

SECTION 10. For purposes of this section and Section 14 of this act, the following
words and phrases shall have the meanings as defined in this section, unless the context
clearly indicates otherwise:

(@) "Commissioner" means the Commissioner of Revenue of the
Department of Revenue.

(b) "Department" means the Department of Revenue.
(c) "ENDS product":

(i) Means any noncombustible product that employs a heating
element, power source, electronic circuit, or other electronic, chemical, or mechanical
means, regardless of shape or size, to produce vapor from nicotine in a solution;

(i) Includes a consumable nicotine liquid solution suitable for use in
an ENDS product, whether sold with the product or separately; and

(iii) Does not include any product regulated as a drug or device under
Chapter V of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 USC § 351 et seq.).

(d) "Timely filed premarket tobacco product application® means an
application pursuant to 21 USC § 387j for an ENDS product containing nicotine derived
from tobacco marketed in the United States as of August 8, 2016, that was submitted to
the United States Food and Drug Administration on or before September 9, 2020, and
accepted for filing.

(e) "FDA" means the United States Food and Drug Administration.

SECTION 11. Section 27-69-53, Mississippi Code of 1972, is brought forward as
follows:

27-69-53. Any cigarettes found at any point within this state, in the possession of
a dealer or any person for a period of time longer than specified by Section 27-69-27 and
not having affixed to the package, the stamps as required, and any tobacco subject to the
tax found in the possession of any wholesaler, distributor or dealer required by this chapter
to obtain a permit, who has not procured a permit, or whose permit has been revoked and
not reinstated, are hereby declared to be contraband goods, and the same may be seized
by the commissioner, or his agents, or employees, or by any peace officer of this state,
when directed by the commissioner so to do, without a warrant, and the said goods shall
be offered by the commissioner for sale at public auction to the highest bidder after due
advertisement, but the commissioner before delivering any of said goods so seized shall
require the purchaser to affix the proper amount of stamps to the cigarettes or pay the
excise tax on other tobacco as required by this chapter. The proceeds of sale for any
goods sold shall be paid to the State Treasurer by the commissioner as are other funds
collected. Provided, that the cost of confiscation and sale shall be paid out of the proceeds
derived from such sale before making remittance to the State Treasurer. The time limit
herein specified for affixing said stamps shall not apply to any person who, within said
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time limits, shall offer for sale, either at wholesale or retail, any cigarettes, and all
cigarettes when offered for sale either at wholesale or retail without the stamps having
been first affixed, shall be subject to confiscation. Provided further, that any vehicle, not a
common carrier, which may be used in transporting for the purpose of sale any unstamped
cigarettes, shall likewise be subject to confiscation and sale in the same manner as above
provided.

The seizure, forfeiture and sale of contraband goods under this section and Section
27-69-55 is supplemental and in addition to the seizure, forfeiture and sale of contraband
tobacco provided for in Section 27-69-56. Where a basis exists under both this section
and Section 27-69-55 and under Section 27-69-56 for the seizure, forfeiture and sale of
the same contraband goods, such actions can proceed simultaneously. Where such
simultaneous seizure, forfeiture and sale is undertaken and there is a conflict between the
procedures contained in this section and Section 27-69-55 and those contained in Section
27-69-56, the procedures contained in Section 27-69-56 shall control and be followed.

SECTION 12. Section 27-69-55, Mississippi Code of 1972, is brought forward as
follows:

27-69-55. In all cases of seizures of any tobacco, or other property hereafter made
as being subject to forfeiture under the provisions of this chapter, which in the opinion of
the officer or person making the seizure, is of the appraised value of Twenty-five Dollars
($25.00) or more, the said officer or person shall proceed as follows:

First: He shall cause a list containing a particular description of the tobacco or
other property seized to be prepared in duplicate, and an appraisement thereof to be
made by three (3) sworn appraisers to be selected by him, who shall be respectable and
disinterested citizens of this state, residing within the county wherein the seizure was
made. Said list and appraisement shall be properly attested by said officer, or person,
and the said appraisers, for which service each of said appraisers shall be allowed the
sum of One Dollar ($1.00) per day for not exceeding two (2) days, to be paid as other
costs.

Second: If the said tobacco, or other property seized, is believed by the officer
making the seizure to be of less value than Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00), no appraisement
shall be made.

Third: The officer or person making the seizure shall proceed to give notice thereof
for five (5) days, in writing, at three (3) places in the county where the seizure is made.
One (1) of the notices shall be posted at the county courthouse; another at the place
where the goods were seized; and the other at some public place. The notice shall
describe the property seized, and state the time and place and cause of seizure, and give
the name and place of residence, if known, of the person from whom the property was
seized, and shall require any person claiming it to appear and make such claims in writing,
within five (5) days from the date of the first posting of such notice. Such officer or person
making the seizure shall also deliver to the person from whom the property was seized,
and also to the owner, if known, a copy of said notice.

Fourth: Any person claiming the said property so seized as contraband within the
time specified in the notice, may file with the commissioner a claim, in writing, stating his
interest in the property seized, and may execute a bond to the State of Mississippi in a
penal sum equal to double the value of said property so seized, but in no case shall said
bond be less than the sum of One Hundred Dollars ($100.00), with securities to be
approved by the clerk of the circuit court in the county in which the property is seized,
conditioned that in the case of condemnation of the property so seized, the obligor shall
pay to the State of Mississippi the full value of the property so seized, and all costs and
expenses of the proceedings to obtain such condemnation, including a reasonable
attorney's fee. And upon the delivery of such bond to the commissioner, he shall transmit
the same with the duplicate list or description of the property seized to the county attorney
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of the county, or the district attorney of the district in which such seizure was made, and
the said county attorney, or district attorney, as the case may be, shall prosecute the case
to secure the forfeiture of said property in the court having jurisdiction. Upon the filing of
the bond aforesaid, the said property shall be delivered to the claimant pending the
outcome of the case, provided he shall at once affix the required stamps on cigarettes or
pay the tax due on other tobacco products.

Fifth: If no claim is interposed, and no bond given within the time above specified,
such property shall be forfeited without further proceedings, and the same shall be sold
as herein provided, and the proceeds of the sale, when received by the commissioner,
shall be paid into the State Treasury as are other funds collected, provided, that in
seizures of property of less value than Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00), the same may be
advertised with other quantities at Jackson by the commissioner and disposed of as
hereinabove provided.

Sixth: In proceedings to secure a confiscation of the property hereinbefore
mentioned, where the value of the goods seized at one time does not exceed the amount
provided in Section 9-11-9, the justice court judge of the county where the property is
seized shall have jurisdiction to try the cause. Where the value of the property seized at
one time is in excess of the amount provided in Section 9-11-9, then the circuit court of
the county where the property is seized shall have jurisdiction to try the cause; provided,
that in counties having a county court, the county court shall have jurisdiction concurrent
with the circuit court, and with the justice court where the value of the property seized
does not exceed One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00).

The proceedings against property seized according to the provisions of this chapter
shall be considered a proceeding in rem unless otherwise herein provided.

Within ten (10) days after filing the bond provided for in paragraph fourth hereof,
the claimant shall file a petition in the court having jurisdiction of said cause, which shall
stand for a declaration, and the commissioner, or other party authorized to prosecute the
confiscation of said property, shall plead to it as if it were an ordinary action at law, and
the same rules of pleading and proceeding applicable to actions in the circuit court shall
be observed in this action, and all issues made by the pleadings shall be tried and
disposed of as other actions in the circuit court, and the judgment of the circuit court shall
be framed to meet the circumstances of the case and the cost shall be adjudged as in
other actions; provided, however, neither the state, nor the commissioner, nor any other
person representing the state, shall be liable for the cost in the event the court shall not
confiscate the property in controversy.

The seizure, forfeiture and sale of contraband goods under this section and Section
27-69-53 is supplemental and in addition to the seizure, forfeiture and sale of contraband
tobacco provided for in Section 27-69-56. Where a basis exists under both this section
and Section 27-69-53 and under Section 27-69-56 for the seizure, forfeiture and sale of
the same contraband goods, such actions can proceed simultaneously. Where such
simultaneous seizure, forfeiture and sale is undertaken and there is a conflict between the
procedures contained in this section and Section 27-69-53 and those contained in Section
27-69-56, the procedures contained in Section 27-69-56 shall control and be followed.

SECTION 13. Section 27-69-59, Mississippi Code of 1972, is brought forward as
follows:

27-69-59. When the commissioner has good reason to believe that tobacco is
being kept, sold, offered for sale, or given away in violation of this chapter, or regulations
issued under authority hereof, he may make affidavit of such fact, describing the place or
thing to be searched, before any justice of the peace, mayor of any city, town or village,
or county or circuit judge of any county in this state, and such justice of the peace, mayor
or county or circuit judge shall issue a search warrant directed to the sheriff or any
constable or any police officer in any city, town or village, commanding him to proceed in
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the day time, or in the night time, to enter by breaking, if necessary, and to diligently search
any building, room in a building, outhouses, place, wagon, cart, buggy, motorcycle, motor
truck, automobile, water or air craft, or other vehicle as may be designated in the affidavit
and search warrant, and to seize such tobacco so possessed and to hold the same until
disposed of by law, and to arrest the person or persons in possession or control of the
same.

Such writ shall be returnable instanter, or on a day to be stated, and a copy shall
be served on the owner or person in possession, if such person be present or readily
found.

If upon hearing, or the return of such search warrant, it shall appear that any
tobacco unlawfully possessed were seized, the same shall be declared forfeited to this
state, and shall be sold as provided in Section 27-69-55 of this chapter.

SECTION 14. (1) Before September 1, 2025, and annually thereafter, every
manufacturer of an ENDS product that is sold for retail sale or for sale to a consumer in
Mississippi, whether directly or through an importer, wholesaler, distributor, retailer, or
similar intermediary or intermediaries, shall execute and deliver to the commissioner a
certification, under penalty of perjury on a form and in a manner prescribed by the
commissioner, that the manufacturer is compliant with this section and that, for each
ENDS product sold in Mississippi:

(a) The manufacturer has received a marketing granted order for the ENDS
product from the FDA pursuant to 21 USC § 387j;

(b) The manufacturer submitted a timely filed premarket tobacco product
application for the ENDS product to the FDA pursuant to 21 USC § 387j, and the
application either remains under review by the FDA or has received a denial order that
has been and remains stayed by the FDA or court order, rescinded by the FDA, or vacated
by a court; or

(c) The manufacturer is not required to submit an additional marketing
granted order or premarket tobacco product application for the ENDS product, because
the ENDS product merely reflects changes to the name, brand style, or packaging of an
ENDS product that is covered under paragraph (a) or (b) of this subsection.

(2) The certification form shall separately list each brand name, category (e.g.,
e-liquid, power unit, device, e-liquid cartridge, e-liquid pod, disposable), product name,
and flavor for each ENDS product that is sold in Mississippi.

(3) Each annual certification form shall be accompanied by:

(a) Acopy of:

(i) The marketing granted order issued by the FDA pursuant to 21
USC § 387j;

(ii) A copy of the acceptance letter issued by the FDA pursuant to 21
USC § 387j for a timely filed premarket tobacco product application; or

(iii) A document issued by FDA or by a court confirming that the
premarket tobacco product application has received a denial order that has been and
remains stayed by FDA or court order, rescinded by FDA, or vacated by a court; and

(b) A payment of Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) for each ENDS product
each time a manufacturer submits an annual certification form for that ENDS product.
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(4) The information submitted by the manufacturer pursuant to subsection (3)(a)
of this section is considered confidential commercial or financial information for purposes
of the Mississippi Public Records Act of 1983 (Section 25-61-1, et al). The manufacturer
may redact certain confidential commercial or financial information provided under
subsection (3)(a) of this section. The commissioner shall not disclose such information
except as required or authorized by law.

(5) A manufacturer required to submit a certification form pursuant to this section
shall notify the commissioner within thirty (30) calendar days of any material change to
the certification form, including the issuance or denial of a marketing authorization or other
order by the FDA pursuant to 21 USC § 387j, or any other order or action by the FDA or
any court that affects the ability of the ENDS product to be introduced or delivered into
interstate commerce for commercial distribution in the United States.

(6) To the extent that 21 USC § 387j is amended, or subsequent regulations or
other official federal guidance or formal policy statement is issued, changing compliance
requirements or standards for an ENDS product to become federally compliant, each
manufacturer of an ENDS product that is sold for retail sale in Mississippi shall submit
documentation to the commissioner substantiating compliance with such new federal
requirements or standards within thirty (30) days of the date compliance with such
requirement or standard is mandated. Failure to substantiate compliance with new federal
requirements or standards shall be grounds for removal of the manufacturer and its ENDS
products from the directory established in this section.

(7) Beginning on October 1, 2025, the commissioner shall maintain and make
publicly available on the department's official website a directory that lists all ENDS
product manufacturers, brand names, categories (e.g., e-liquid, e-liquid cartridge, e-liquid
pod, disposable), product names, and flavors for which certification forms have been
submitted and approved by the commissioner and shall update the directory at least
monthly to ensure accuracy. The commissioner shall establish a process to provide
manufacturers, licensed retailers, distributors, and wholesalers notice of the initial
publication of the directory and changes made to the directory in the prior month.

(8) Neither a manufacturer nor its ENDS products shall be included or retained in
the directory if the commissioner determines that any of the following apply:

(&) The manufacturer failed to provide a complete and accurate certification
as required by subsection (1) of this section;

(b) The manufacturer submitted a certification that does not comply with the
requirements of subsections (2) and (3) of this section;

(c) The manufacturer failed to include with its certification the payment
required by subsection (3)(b) of this section;

(d) The manufacturer sold ENDS products in Mississippi required to be
certified under this section during a period when either the manufacturer or the ENDS
product had not been certified and listed on the directory; or

(e) The information provided by the manufacturer in its certification is
determined by the commissioner to contain false information or contains material
misrepresentations or omissions.

(9) The commissioner shall provide manufacturers notice and an opportunity to
cure deficiencies before removing manufacturers or ENDS products from the directory.

(@) The commissioner may not remove the manufacturer or its ENDS
products from the directory until at least thirty (30) business days after the manufacturer
has been given notice of an intended action setting forth the reasons therefor. Notice
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shall be sufficient and be deemed immediately received by a manufacturer if the notice is
sent either electronically or by facsimile to an electronic mail address or facsimile number,
as the case may be, provided by the manufacturer in its most recent certification filed
under subsections (2) and (3) of this section.

(b) The ENDS product manufacturer shall have fifteen (15) business days
from the date of service of the notice of the commissioner's intended action to cure the
deficiencies or otherwise establish that the ENDS product manufacturer or its ENDS
products should be included in the directory.

(c) Retailers shall have thirty (30) days following the removal of a
manufacturer or its ENDS products from the directory to sell such ENDS products that
were in the retailer's inventory as of the date of removal.

(d) After thirty (30) calendar days following removal from the directory, the
ENDS product of a manufacturer identified in the notice of removal and intended for retail
sale or for sale to a consumer in Mississippi is subject to seizure, forfeiture, and
destruction by the department, the Mississippi Attorney General's Office, or any law
enforcement agency in the State of Mississippi, and may not be purchased or sold for
retail sale or for sale to a consumer in Mississippi. The cost of such seizure, forfeiture,
and destruction shall be borne by the person from whom the ENDS products are
confiscated, except that no ENDS products may be seized from a consumer who has
made a bona fide purchase of such ENDS product. The department, Mississippi Attorney
General's Office, or other law enforcement agency in the State of Mississippi may store
and dispose of the seized ENDS products as appropriate, in accordance with federal,
state and local laws pertaining to storage and disposal of such ENDS products.

(10) (a) Except as provided in paragraphs (b) and (c) of this subsection (10),
beginning on October 1, 2025, or on the date that the commissioner first makes the
directory available for public inspection on the department's official website, whichever is
later, ENDS products not included in the directory, shall not be sold for retail sale in
Mississippi, either directly or through an importer, distributor, wholesaler, retailer, or similar
intermediary or intermediaries.

(b) Each retailer shall have sixty (60) days from the date that the
commissioner first makes the directory available for inspection on its the department's
website to sell ENDS products that were in its inventory and not included in the directory
or remove those ENDS products from inventory.

(c) Each distributor or wholesaler shall have sixty (60) days from the date
that the commissioner first makes the directory available for inspection on the
department's website to remove those ENDS products intended for sale in the state from
its inventory.

(d) After sixty (60) calendar days following publication of the directory,
ENDS products not listed in the directory and intended for retail sale or for sale to a
consumer in Mississippi are subject to seizure, forfeiture, and destruction by the
department, the Mississippi Attorney General's Office, or any law enforcement agency in
the State of Mississippi, and may not be purchased or sold for retail sale or for sale to a
consumer in Mississippi except as provided in subsection (9) of this section. The cost of
such seizure, forfeiture, and destruction shall be paid by the person from whom the ENDS
products are confiscated, except that no ENDS products may be seized from a consumer
who has made a bona fide purchase of such ENDS product. The department, Mississippi
Attorney General's Office, or other law enforcement agency may store and dispose of the
seized ENDS products as appropriate, in accordance with federal, state, and local laws
pertaining to storage and disposal of such ENDS products.

(11) (a) A manufacturer, retailer, distributor, wholesaler, or importer who sells or
offers for sale an ENDS product for retail sale or for sale to a consumer in Mississippi that
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is not included in the directory shall be subject to a criminal penalty imposed by the
Mississippi Attorney General's Office or a district attorney. Each violation of the provisions
of this subsection (11) shall be treated as a separate offense. Aviolation of this subsection
shall be punishable as follows:

(i) For each individual ENDS product offered for sale in violation of
this section until the offending ENDS product is removed from the market or until the
offending ENDS product is properly listed on the directory, the penalty shall be not more
than Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) per ENDS product per day.

(ii) For a second violation of this type within a twelve-month period,
the penalty shall be at least Seven Hundred Fifty Dollars ($750.00), but not more than
One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00), per ENDS product per day.

(iii) For athird violation of this type within a twelve-month period after
the initial violation, the penalty shall be at least One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00), but
not more than One Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($1,500.00), per ENDS product per
day.

(iv) For any subsequent violation, the Attorney General or district
attorney may bring an action in the appropriate state court to prevent a manufacturer,
retailer, distributor, wholesaler, or importer from selling or offering to sell an ENDS product
that is not included in the directory.

(v) If the ENDS product contains any controlled substance, including,
but not limited to, fentanyl, that causes the recipient of such to require emergency medical
care as a result of using the ENDS product, then the applicable penalty described in this
paragraph (a) shall be trebled, and any other penalty provided by law for the sale,
possession, or furnishing of a controlled substance shall be added.

(b) Additionally, a manufacturer whose ENDS products are not listed in the
directory and who causes the ENDS products that are not listed to be sold for retail sale
in Mississippi, whether directly or through an importer, distributor, wholesaler, retailer, or
similar intermediary or intermediaries, is subject to a civil penalty of Two Thousand Five
Hundred Dollars ($2,500.00) per day for each individual ENDS product offered for sale in
violation of this section until the offending ENDS product is removed from the market or
until the offending ENDS product is properly listed on the directory. In addition, any
manufacturer that falsely represents any information required by a certification form shall
be guilty of a misdemeanor for each false representation.

(c) In an action to enforce this section, the state shall be entitled to recover
costs, including the costs of investigation, expert witness fees and reasonable attorney
fees.

(d) A repeated violation of this section shall constitute a deceptive trade
practice under Section 75-24-5.

(12) (a) A manufacturer not registered to do business in the state shall, as a
condition precedent to having its name or its products listed and retained in the directory,
appoint and continually engage without interruption a registered agent in Mississippi for
service of process on whom all process and any action or proceeding arising out of the
enforcement of this section may be served. The manufacturer shall provide to the
commissioner the name, address, and telephone number of its agent for service of
process and shall provide any other information relating to its agent as may be requested
by the commissioner.

(b) A manufacturer located outside of the United States shall, as an
additional condition precedent to having its products listed or retained in the directory,
cause each of its importers of any of its ENDS products to be sold in Mississippi to appoint,
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and continually engage without interruption, the services of an agent in the state in
accordance with the provisions of this section. All obligations of a manufacturer imposed
by this section with respect to appointment of its agent shall also apply to the importers
with respect to appointment of their agents.

(c) A manufacturer shall provide written notice to the commissioner thirty
(30) calendar days prior to the termination of the authority of an agent appointed under
paragraphs (a) and (b) of this subsection (12). No less than five (5) calendar days prior
to the termination of an existing agent appointment, a manufacturer shall provide to the
commissioner the name, address and telephone number of its newly appointed agent for
service of process and shall provide any other information relating to the new appointment
as may be requested by the commissioner. In the event an agent terminates an agency
appointment, the manufacturer shall notify the commissioner of the termination within five
(5) calendar days and shall include proof to the satisfaction of the commissioner of the
appointment of a new agent.

(13) (a) Any nonresident or foreign manufacturer that has not registered to do
business in the state as a foreign corporation or business entity shall, as a condition
precedent to having its name or its ENDS products listed and retained in the directory
submit to the commissioner a surety bond or other cash security payable to the State of
Mississippi in the amount of Twenty-five Thousand Dollars ($25,000.00). The bond shall
be posted by a corporate surety located within the United States.

(b) The bond shall be conditioned on the performance by the manufacturer
of all requirements and obligations imposed by this section. A surety on a manufacturer's
bond shall be liable up to the amount of the bond, and the state may execute on such
surety bond, for the payment of fines and penalties imposed on the manufacturer under
this section and for the costs of seizure and destruction of ENDS products sold in violation
of this section. If the state executes on the surety bond, it may require the manufacturer
to provide an additional bond as a condition precedent for retaining the manufacturer or
its ENDS products in the directory.

(c) A surety on a bond furnished by a manufacturer as provided in this
section shall be released and discharged from liability to the state accruing on the bond
after expiration of sixty (60) days from the date upon which such surety shall have lodged
with the commissioner a written request to be released and discharged. This provision
shall not operate to relieve, release, or discharge the surety from liability already accrued
or which shall accrue before the expiration of the sixty-day period. The commissioner
shall, upon receiving any such request, notify the manufacturer who furnished the bond.
Unless the manufacturer, on or before the expiration of the sixty-day period, files with the
commissioner a new bond, with the surety approved by and acceptable to the
commissioner, the commissioner shall remove the manufacturer and its ENDS products
from the directory.

(14) Each retailer, distributor, and wholesaler that sells or distributes ENDS
products in this state or sells ENDS products to consumers in this state shall be subject
to at least two (2) unannounced compliance checks annually by the department for
purposes of enforcing this section. Unannounced follow-up compliance checks of all
noncompliant retailers, distributors, and wholesalers shall be conducted within thirty (30)
days after any violation of this article. The department shall publish the results of all
compliance checks annually and shall make the results available to the public upon
request. This section does not affect the authority of the Attorney General's Office under
Section 97-32-21 to ensure compliance with the Mississippi Juvenile Tobacco Access
Prevention Act of 1997 by conducting random, unannounced inspection checks where
alternative nicotine products, tobacco, or tobacco products are sold or distributed. The
Attorney General's Office shall also have the authority to conduct random, unannounced
inspections at locations where ENDS products are sold to ensure compliance with this
section.
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(15) The commissioner may promulgate rules necessary to effectuate the
purposes of this section. By January 1, 2026, the department shall promulgate rules and
regulations and implement a permitting process for retailers, wholesalers, and distributors
of ENDS products in Mississippi.

(16) All fees and penalties collected by the commissioner pursuant to this section
shall be used for administration and enforcement of this section.

(17) Before January 1, 2026, and annually thereafter, the commissioner shall
provide a report to the Legislature regarding the status of the directory, manufacturers and
ENDS products included in the directory, revenue and expenditures related to
administration of this section, and enforcement activities undertaken pursuant to this
section of this act.

SECTION 15. This act shall take effect and be in force from and after July 1, 2025.

Further, amend by striking the title in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof the
following:

AN ACT RELATING TO THE SALE OF CIGARETTES IN MISSISSIPPI; TO
DEFINE CERTAIN TERMS; TO REQUIRE EACH CIGARETTE MANUFACTURER
WHOSE CIGARETTES ARE SOLD IN MISSISSIPPI TO FILE AN ANNUAL
CERTIFICATION WITH THE COMMISSIONER OF REVENUE CONTAINING
SPECIFIED INFORMATION ABOUT THE MANUFACTURER AND ITS CIGARETTES;
TO REQUIRE THE COMMISSIONER TO MAINTAIN ASTATE CIGARETTE DIRECTORY
AVAILABLE TO THE PUBLIC ON THE DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE'S WEBSITE; TO
PROHIBIT THE SALE OF A MANUFACTURER'S CIGARETTES |IF THE
MANUFACTURER IS NOT LISTED ON THE DIRECTORY; TO GIVE RETAILERS AND
IMPORTERS, DISTRIBUTORS AND WHOLESALERS AN OPPORTUNITY TO DISPOSE
OF THEIR CIGARETTE INVENTORY THAT IS NOT AUTHORIZED TO BE SOLD IN THE
DIRECTORY BEFORE THE INVENTORY IS SEIZED; TO ESTABLISH CIVIL PENALTIES
FOR RETAILERS AND OTHER ENTITIES SELLING CIGARETTES THAT ARE NOT
INCLUDED IN THE DIRECTORY; TO REQUIRE MANUFACTURERS TO HAVE A
REGISTERED AGENT IN THE STATE FOR SERVICE OF PROCESS; TO REQUIRE
UNANNOUNCED COMPLIANCE CHECKS BY THE DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE; TO
AUTHORIZE THE COMMISSIONER OF REVENUE TO PROMULGATE RULES AND
REGULATIONS, AND TO USE FEES AND PENALTIES COLLECTED, FOR THE
ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT OF THIS ACT, TO REQUIRE ANNUAL
REPORTS TO THE LEGISLATURE ON THE STATUS OF THE STATE CIGARETTE
DIRECTORY AND ENFORCEMENT ACTIVITIES; TO BRING FORWARD SECTION
27-69-53, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, WHICH AUTHORIZES THE CONFISCATION
OF CIGARETTES NOT HAVING STAMPS AFFIXED TO THE PACKAGE AS REQUIRED
UNDER THE TOBACCO TAX LAW, FOR PURPOSES OF POSSIBLE AMENDMENT; TO
BRING FORWARD SECTION 27-69-55, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, WHICH
ESTABLISHES PROCEDURES FOR THE SEIZURE OF CERTAIN TOBACCO
PRODUCTS UNDER THE TOBACCO TAX LAW, FOR PURPOSES OF POSSIBLE
AMENDMENT; TO BRING FORWARD SECTION 27-69-59, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF
1972, WHICH PROVIDES FOR THE SEARCH AND SEIZURE OF ILLEGALLY SOLD
TOBACCO PRODUCTS, FOR PURPOSES OF POSSIBLE AMENDMENT, TO PROVIDE
THAT, NO LATER THAN SEPTEMBER 1, 2025, EVERY MANUFACTURER OF AN
ELECTRONIC NICOTINE DELIVERY SYSTEMS (ENDS) PRODUCT THAT IS SOLD
FOR RETAIL SALE OR SALE TO A CONSUMER IN MISSISSIPPI SHALL EXECUTE
AND DELIVER TO THE COMMISSIONER OF REVENUE A CERTIFICATION THAT THE
MANUFACTURER IS COMPLIANT WITH THIS ACT AND FEDERAL LAW; TO PROVIDE
THAT THE INFORMATION SUBMITTED BY THE MANUFACTURER IS CONSIDERED
CONFIDENTIAL COMMERCIAL OR FINANCIAL INFORMATION FOR PURPOSES OF
THE MISSISSIPPI PUBLIC RECORDS ACT OF 1983; TO PROVIDE THAT, BEGINNING
ON OCTOBER 1, 2025, THE COMMISSIONER SHALL MAINTAIN AND MAKE
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PUBLICLY AVAILABLE ON THE DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE'S OFFICIAL WEBSITE A
DIRECTORY THAT LISTS ALL ENDS PRODUCT MANUFACTURERS, BRAND NAMES,
CATEGORIES, PRODUCT NAMES, AND FLAVORS FOR WHICH CERTIFICATION
FORMS HAVE BEEN SUBMITTED AND APPROVED BY THE COMMISSIONER AND
SHALL REQUIRE THE UPDATE OF THE DIRECTORY AT LEAST MONTHLY TO
ENSURE ACCURACY; TO REQUIRE THE COMMISSIONER TO ESTABLISH A
PROCESS TO PROVIDE MANUFACTURERS, LICENSED RETAILERS,
DISTRIBUTORS, AND WHOLESALERS NOTICE OF THE INITIAL PUBLICATION OF
THE DIRECTORY AND CHANGES MADE TO THE DIRECTORY IN THE PRIOR
MONTH; TO PROVIDE THAT NEITHER A MANUFACTURER NOR ITS ENDS
PRODUCTS SHALL BE INCLUDED OR RETAINED IN THE DIRECTORY IF THE
COMMISSIONER DETERMINES THAT THE MANUFACTURER FAILED TO PROVIDE A
COMPLETE AND ACCURATE CERTIFICATION AND PROVIDE PAYMENT, TO
PROVIDE THAT, AFTER 30 CALENDAR DAYS FOLLOWING REMOVAL FROM THE
DIRECTORY, THE ENDS PRODUCT OF A MANUFACTURER IDENTIFIED IN THE
NOTICE OF REMOVAL AND INTENDED FOR SALE IN MISSISSIPPI ARE SUBJECT TO
SEIZURE, FORFEITURE, AND DESTRUCTION, AND SHALL NOT BE PURCHASED OR
SOLD FOR RETAIL SALE OR SALE TO A CONSUMER IN MISSISSIPPI; TO PROVIDE
THAT, BEGINNING ON OCTOBER 1, 2025, OR ON THE DATE THAT THE
COMMISSIONER FIRST MAKES THE DIRECTORY AVAILABLE FOR PUBLIC
INSPECTION ON THE DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE'S WEBSITE, WHICHEVER IS
LATER, ENDS PRODUCTS NOT INCLUDED IN THE DIRECTORY, SHALL NOT BE
SOLD FOR RETAIL SALE OR SALE TO A CONSUMER IN MISSISSIPPI, EITHER
DIRECTLY OR THROUGH AN IMPORTER, DISTRIBUTOR, WHOLESALER, RETAILER,
OR SIMILAR INTERMEDIARY OR INTERMEDIARIES; TO PROVIDE THAT EACH
RETAILER SHALL HAVE 60 DAYS FROM THE DATE THAT THE COMMISSIONER
FIRST MAKES THE DIRECTORY AVAILABLE FOR INSPECTION ON THE
DEPARTMENT'S WEBSITE TO SELL PRODUCTS THAT WERE IN ITS INVENTORY
AND NOT INCLUDED IN THE DIRECTORY OR REMOVE THOSE PRODUCTS FROM
INVENTORY; TO PROVIDE THAT, AFTER 60 CALENDAR DAYS FOLLOWING
PUBLICATION OF THE DIRECTORY, ENDS PRODUCTS NOT LISTED IN THE
DIRECTORY AND INTENDED FOR RETAIL SALE OR SALE TO A CONSUMER IN
MISSISSIPPI ARE SUBJECT TO SEIZURE, FORFEITURE, AND DESTRUCTION, AND
MAY NOT BE PURCHASED OR SOLD FOR RETAIL SALE OR SALE TO ACONSUMER
IN MISSISSIPPI EXCEPT AS OTHERWISE PROVIDED; TO PROVIDE THAT A
MANUFACTURER, RETAILER, DISTRIBUTOR, WHOLESALER, OR IMPORTER WHO
SELLS OR OFFERS FOR SALE AN ENDS PRODUCT FOR RETAIL SALE OR SALE TO
A CONSUMER IN MISSISSIPPI THAT IS NOT INCLUDED IN THE DIRECTORY SHALL
BE SUBJECT TO A CRIMINAL PENALTY OF NOT MORE THAN $500.00 PER DAY FOR
EACH INDIVIDUAL ENDS PRODUCT OFFERED FOR SALE IN VIOLATION OF THIS
ACT, WHICH SHALL BE INCREASED TO AT LEAST $750.00, BUT NOT MORE THAN
$1,000.00, PER PRODUCT PER DAY FOR A SECOND VIOLATION IN A 12-MONTH
PERIOD, AND TO AT LEAST $1,000.00, BUT NOT MORE THAN $1,500.00, PER
PRODUCT PER DAY FORATHIRD VIOLATION INA12-MONTH PERIOD; TO PROVIDE
THAT, FOR SUBSEQUENT VIOLATIONS, THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OR DISTRICT
ATTORNEY MAY BRING AN ACTION IN STATE COURT TO PREVENT A
MANUFACTURER, RETAILER, DISTRIBUTOR, WHOLESALER, OR IMPORTER FROM
SELLING OR OFFERING TO SELL AN ENDS PRODUCT THAT IS NOT INCLUDED IN
THE DIRECTORY; TO PROVIDE FOR TREBLE PENALTIES, PLUS ANY OTHER
PENALTY PROVIDED BY LAW FOR THE SALE, POSSESSION, OR FURNISHING OF
A CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE, IF THE ENDS PRODUCT CONTAINS ANY
CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE THAT CAUSES THE RECIPIENT TO REQUIRE
EMERGENCY MEDICAL CARE; TO PROVIDE THAT A MANUFACTURER WHOSE
ENDS PRODUCTS ARE NOT LISTED IN THE DIRECTORY AND WHO CAUSES THE
PRODUCTS THAT ARE NOT LISTED TO BE SOLD FOR RETAIL SALE OR SALE TO A
CONSUMER IN MISSISSIPPI, IS SUBJECT TO A CIVIL PENALTY OF $2,500.00 FOR
EACH INDIVIDUAL ENDS PRODUCT OFFERED FOR SALE IN VIOLATION OF THIS
ACT; TO REQUIRE AMANUFACTURER LOCATED OUTSIDE OF THE UNITED STATES
TO CAUSE EACH OF ITS IMPORTERS OF ANY OF ITS PRODUCTS TO BE SOLD IN
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MISSISSIPPI TO APPOINT, AND CONTINUALLY ENGAGE WITHOUT INTERRUPTION,
THE SERVICES OF AN AGENT IN THE STATE; TO REQUIRE A MANUFACTURER TO
PROVIDE WRITTEN NOTICE TO THE COMMISSIONER 30 CALENDAR DAYS PRIOR
TO THE TERMINATION OF THE AUTHORITY OF AN AGENT, TO PROVIDE THAT
EACH RETAILER, DISTRIBUTOR, AND WHOLESALER THAT SELLS OR
DISTRIBUTES ENDS PRODUCTS IN THIS STATE SHALL BE SUBJECT TO AT LEAST
TWO UNANNOUNCED COMPLIANCE CHECKS BY THE DEPARTMENT OF
REVENUE; TO PROVIDE THAT THE ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OFFICE SHALL ALSO
HAVE THE AUTHORITY TO CONDUCT RANDOM, UNANNOUNCED INSPECTIONS AT
LOCATIONS WHERE ENDS PRODUCTS ARE SOLD TO ENSURE COMPLIANCE WITH
THIS ACT; TO PROVIDE THAT, BEGINNING ON JANUARY 31, 2026, AND ANNUALLY
THEREAFTER, THE COMMISSIONER SHALL PROVIDE A REPORT TO THE
LEGISLATURE THAT CONTAINS CERTAIN INFORMATION RELATED TO THE
REGISTRY; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

Senator Johnson offered the following AMENDMENT NO. 1 TO COMMITTEE
AMENDMENT NO. 1.

AMEND on line 669 by inserting the following before the period:

, but not to exceed Fifteen Thousand Dollars ($15,000.00) annually per
manufacturer

Amendment No. 1 to Committee Amendment No. 1 to H. B. No. 916 was adopted.
Committee Amendment No. 1 as amended to H. B. No. 916 was adopted.

YEAS AND NAYS On H. B. No. 916. On motion of Senator Harkins, the rules were
suspended, the bill considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and nays
being taken, it passed as amended, title standing as stated, by the following vote:

Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan,
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins,
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn, McLendon,
McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, Seymour, Simmons D. T. (12th),
Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, Thompson, Turner-Ford, Whaley,
Wiggins, Williams, Younger. Total--48.

Nays--None.

Absent and those not voting--Parks. Total--1.

Voting Present--Jordan, Parker. Total--2.

Vacancies--1.

Senator Kirby moved that the rules be suspended for the consideration en bloc of
.No.57, S.R.No.58, S.R.No.59, S.R.No.60, S.R.No.61, S.R.No.?62,
0.63, S.R.No.64, S.R.No.66, S.R.No.67, S.R.No.68, S.R.No.®69,
0.70, S.R.No.71, S.R.No.72, S.R.No.73, S.R.No. 74, H.C.R. No. 45,
No. 46, H.C.R.No.47, H.C.R.No0.48, H.C.R.No.49, H.C.R.No.50,
N

S.R
S.R
S.R
H.C
H.C 0.51, H. C. R. No. 52 and H. C. R. No. 53 and the motion prevailed.

.N
.N
.R.
.R.

Senator Kirby called up the following entitled resolutions:
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S. R. No. 57: Salute Mississippi Poll Workers who have served over 50
consecutive years as the "Frontline of Democracy."

S. R. No.58: Commend Mississippi Loggers Association "2024 National
Champion Volunteer of the Year" Roy Holder.

S. R. No. 59: Commend Kirk Academy Girls and Boys Cross-Country Teams for
historic sweep of 4A State Championships.

S. R. No. 60: Extend congratulations of Mississippi Senate to Philadelphia Eagles
Running Back Kenneth Gainwell for Super Bowl Championship.

S. R. No. 61: Commend West Jones High School Seastangs Swim Team for
second consecutive State Championship.

S. R. No. 62: Extend congratulations of Mississippi Senate to Philadelphia Eagles
Cornerback Darius Slay, Jr., for Super Bowl Championship.

S. R. No. 63: Commend the life of Black Hawk pilot U.S. Army Warrant Officer
Andrew Loyd Eaves.

S. R. No. 64: Congratulate JSU Dr. Byron D'Andra Orey upon his election as
President of the Southern Political Science Association (SPSAA).

S. R. No. 66: Extend condolences of Senate on the passing of legendary Alcorn
State University Tennis Coach Anthony Bruce Dodgen.

S.R. No. 67: Commemorate the 150th Anniversary of Mississippi Dental
Association.

S. R. No. 68: Recognize Senator Angela Turner Ford for COABE 2024 Legislative
Champion Award.

S. R. No. 69: Commend Shelby McEwen from Abbeville, Mississippi, for epic high
jump final in the 2024 Summer Olympics.

S. R. No. 70: Commend former Ole Miss Track-and-Field Star Sam Kendricks for
earning Silver Medal in men's pole vault at 2024 Olympics.

S. R. No. 71: Recognize outstanding cultural accomplishments of the Mississippi
Songwriters Alliance.

S. R. No. 72: Commend Northwest Rankin High School Girls Soccer Team for
winning consecutive Class 7A State Championships.

S. R. No. 73: Recognize Presbyterian Christian School Blue Blaze Drill Team for
2025 National Dance Team Championship placement.

S. R. No. 74: Commemorate 50th Anniversary of the State Government Affairs
Council (SGAC).

H. C. R. No. 45: Gracelynn Batte; commend for representing the United States in
Taekwondo at UTA Competition.

H. C. R. No. 46: Charlie Kemp; commend distinguished career as a Mississippi
and American race car driving legend.

H. C. R. No. 47: Purvis High School Volleyball Team; commend and congratulate
on winning MHSAA Class 4A State Championship.
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H. C. R. No. 48: Gold Star Father's Day; observe and recognize November 9, 2025
as.

H. C. R. No. 49: Verna R. Taylor; commend upon retirement as an assistant
professor from Jackson State University.

H. C. R. No. 50: Heidelberg Mayor David Taylor Il; commend life and legacy upon
his passing.

H. C. R. No. 51: Northwest Mississippi Community College Dance Team;
commend upon winning back-to-back national championships in Open Hip-Hop Division.

H. C. R. No. 52: Northwest Mississippi Community College Cheer Team;
commend upon winning multiple national championships at UCA Nationals.

H. C. R. No. 53: Jerry Sims; commend for exceptional success in business and
outstanding legacy in track and field at Alcorn State University.

YEAS AND NAYS on consideration en bloc of S.R.No.57, S.R.No.58,
S.R.No.59, S.R.No.60, S.R.No.61, S.R.No.62, S.R.No.63, S.R.No.®64,
S.R.No.66, S.R.No.67, S.R.No0.68, S.R.No.69, S.R.No.70, S.R.No.71,
S. R. No. 72, S. R. No. 73, S. R. No. 74, H. C. R. No. 45, H. C. R. No. 46,
H. C.R. No.47, H.C.R.No.48, H.C.R.No.49, H.C.R.No.50, H.C.R.No.51,
H. C.R.No.52 and H.C.R.No.53. On motion of Senator Kirby, the rules were
suspended, the resolutions considered engrossed, read the third time and, the yeas and
nays being taken, they were adopted, titles standing as stated by the following vote:

Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan,
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins,
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn,
McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, Seymour,
Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, Thompson,
Turner-Ford, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger. Total--50.

Nays--None.

Absent and those not voting--Parks. Total--1.

Vacancies--1.

Unanimous consent was granted to add Senators Barnett, McCaughn, Michel,
Norwood, Simmons D. T. (12th) and Thomas as co-authors of S. R. No. 57.

Unanimous consent was granted to add Senators Barnett, Berry, Michel, Norwood,
Seymour, Simmons D. T. (12th), Suber and Thomas as co-authors of S. R. No. 58.

Unanimous consent was granted to add Senator Barnett as co-author of
S. R. No. 59.

Unanimous consent was granted to add Senators Barnett, Horhn, McCaughn,
Norwood and Simmons D. T. (12th) as co-authors of S. R. No. 60.
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Unanimous consent was granted to add Senator Barnett as co-author of
S. R. No. 61.

Unanimous consent was granted to add Senators Barnett, McCaughn, Norwood,
Simmons D. T. (12th) and Thomas as co-authors of S. R. No. 62.

Unanimous consent was granted to add Senators Barnett, Michel, Norwood,
Seymour, Simmons D. T. (12th), Suber and Thompson as co-authors of S. R. No. 63.

Unanimous consent was granted to add Senators Barnett, Blount, Horhn, Michel,
Norwood and Thomas as co-authors of S. R. No. 64.

Unanimous consent was granted to add Senators Barnett and Horhn as co-authors
of S. R. No. 66.

Unanimous consent was granted to add Senators Barnett, McCaughn, Michel,
Suber and Thomas as co-authors of S. R. No. 67.

Unanimous consent was granted to add Senators Barnett, Berry, Michel, Norwood,
Simmons D. T. (12th) and Thomas as co-authors of S. R. No. 68.

Unanimous consent was granted to add Senators Barnett, Suber and Thomas as
co-authors of S. R. No. 69.

Unanimous consent was granted to add Senators Barnett, Horhn, McCaughn,
Michel and Suber as co-authors of S. R. No. 70.

Unanimous consent was granted to add Senators Barnett, Horhn and Thomas as
co-authors of S. R. No. 71.

Unanimous consent was granted to add Senator Barnett as co-author of
S. R. No. 72.

Unanimous consent was granted to add Senator Barnett as co-author of
S. R. No. 73.

Unanimous consent was granted to add Senator Barnett as co-author of
S. R. No. 74.

Senator Michel called up the following House Amendment to S. B. No. 2415 and
moved that the Senate do concur in the Amendment:
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AMENDMENT NO. 1:

AMEND by inserting the following language after line 80: "(9) This section shall
stand repealed from and after July 1, 2028."

AMEND TITLE to conform.

YEAS AND NAYS. The yeas and nays being taken, the Senate concurred in the
foregoing House Amendment to S. B. No. 2415 by the following vote:

Yeas--Barnett, Barrett, Berry, Blackmon, Blackwell, Blount, Boyd, Brumfield, Bryan,
Butler, Carter, Chassaniol, Chism, DeBar, DeLano, England, Fillingane, Frazier, Harkins,
Hickman, Hill, Hopson, Horhn, Jackson, Johnson, Jordan, Kirby, Ladner, McCaughn,
McLendon, McMahan, Michel, Norwood, Parker, Polk, Rhodes, Robinson, Seymour,
Simmons D. T. (12th), Simmons S. (13th), Sparks, Suber, Tate, Thomas, Thompson,
Turner-Ford, Whaley, Wiggins, Williams, Younger. Total--50.

Nays--None.

Absent and those not voting--Parks. Total--1.

Vacancies--1.

Senator DeBar moved that the rules be suspended to move to calendar item 180,
H. B. No. 246, and the motion prevailed.

Senator DeBar called up the following entitled bill:

H. B. No. 246: 16th section land; authorize local school board to grant an extension
to holder of a long-term lease in good standing.

Senator DeBar offered the following COMMITTEE AMENDMENT NO. 1.

Amend by striking all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the
following:

SECTION 1. Section 29-3-29, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows:

29-3-29. Before any sixteenth section school land or land granted in lieu thereof
may be sold or leased for industrial development thereon, therein or thereunder under the
provisions of this chapter, the board of education controlling such land shall first determine
that such sale or lease will be fair market value. In the determination of the fair market
value of said land the comparative sales method shall be used, and the highest and best
use of said sixteenth section lands shall be determined on the basis of finding that said
land shall be susceptible to any use that comparative land in private ownership may be
used, that there will be prompt and substantial industrial development on, in, or under said
land after the sale or lease, that the acreage to be sold or leased is not in excess of the
amount of land reasonably required for immediate use and for such future expansion as
may be reasonably anticipated, and that such sale or lease will be beneficial to and in the
best interest of the schools of the district for which said land is held. All of said findings,
including the amount of the sale price or gross rental for said land, shall be spread on the
minutes of the board of education. Also, if the board of education proposes to sell said
land, said board shall first enter into a contract or obtain a legal option to purchase, for a
specified price not in excess of fair market value, other land in the county of acreage of
equivalent fair market value, and such contract or option shall be spread on the minutes
of said board. However, not more than one hundred (100) acres in any one (1) sixteenth



SENATE JOURNAL 955
THURSDAY, MARCH 6, 2025

section school lands in any county may be sold under this chapter for the purpose of being
made an industrial park or a part of such industrial park, provided the provisions of this
section and Sections 57-5-1 and 57-5-23 are fully complied with.

A certified copy of the resolution or order of the board of education, setting out the
foregoing findings, together with a certified copy of the order approving and setting out
the terms of the contract or option to purchase other lands where a sale of land is
proposed and an application to the Mississippi Agricultural and Industrial Board for the
certificate authorizing said sale or lease, shall be forwarded to the county board of
supervisors, which board shall make an independent investigation of the proposed sale
or lease and of the proposed purchase of other land.

If said county board of supervisors shall concur in the finding of fact of the board of
education, and shall find that it is to the best interests of the schools of the district to enter
into such sale or lease, it may enter on its minutes a resolution or order approving the
action of the board of education.

If the said county board of supervisors shall not concur in the findings of the board
of education, or shall find that the proposed sale or lease will not be in the best interest of
the schools of the district, then it may, by resolution or order, disapprove the proposed
sale or lease, and such action shall be final.

Except as otherwise permitted by Section 57-75-37(4)(f) and (7)(f), there shall be
reserved all minerals in, on, and under any lands conveyed under the provisions hereof.
Provided, however, that in any county bordering on the State of Alabama, traversed by
the Tombigbee River, in which U.S. Highway 82 intersects U.S. Highway 45 and in which
is situated a state supported institution of higher learning, upon the sale of any sixteenth
section lands for industrial purposes as provided by law, the board of education, the
superintendent of education and the Mississippi Agricultural and Industrial Board, may sell
and convey all minerals except oil, gas, sulphur and casinghead gas on, in and under the
said sixteenth section lands so sold for industrial purposes. Said oil, gas, sulphur and
casinghead gas shall be reserved together with such rights of use, ingress and egress as
shall not unreasonably interfere with the use of the lands by the purchaser. Prior written
approval for such use, ingress and egress, shall be obtained from the surface owner or, if
such approval is unreasonably withheld, may be obtained from the chancery court of the
county in which said land is located.

Certified copies of the resolutions or orders of the boar